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FOREWORD

Another academic year is nearly completed and, as we enter the month of June, we are 
experiencing an extended period of sunny weather - typical examination weather. This time of 
year provides an opportunity to reflect on the past year, a year that has been another busy year 
for staff and pupils in Loreto. As ever, I am extremely grateful to Mrs Little and her editorial team 
for once again providing a wonderful chronicle of the year.

The year began for us with the sad news of Michaela Harkin’s sudden death. Michaela was 
a quiet unassuming Y10 pupil, who was just beginning to show her true ability as a student, 
and her untimely death shocked and saddened our whole school community. Following the 
deaths we had experienced in the previous academic year, this made the start of our year 
particularly difficult. However, as a school community, we came together to pray and to comfort 
one another and I was humbled by the compassion of our pupils and staff and the care they 
showed for each other. We keep the families of all those who have lost loved ones in our 
thoughts and prayers.

In the year when Leicester City became Premiership Champions, we have seen that hard work, 
team spirit and belief in what you do can achieve great things. With a glowing report in February 
2015 from the school inspectorate, our school has also seen the benefits of hard work and 
team spirit and this was fully endorsed by excellent performances, once again, in the external 
examinations, particularly at GCSE level. From this background it is easy to understand why the 
Minister for Education decided to support the Trustees’ Development Proposal to expand the 
school, offering a fantastic opportunity for Loreto to grow and provide an excellent education to 
a wider audience. There are certainly exciting new opportunities ahead for Loreto College and 
we look forward to the future with optimism.

Currently, the Convent building is being refurbished and old bedrooms and the dining room 
appear to be more of a collection of rubble and dust, as walls get knocked down and rotting 
timbers are revealed. However, the plan to refurbish and restore these spaces is slowly creating 
a physical link between the school and the convent that reflects the strong spiritual and 
pastoral link that has always existed between the school and the convent, thus cementing our 
connection to the Loreto Sisters and the legacy they have created here in Coleraine. 

As the school develops and grows, it is important to retain our Loreto identity and to maintain 
the values of a Loreto education. I am confident that, as you read this magazine, you will 
see this reflected in the pages of the various articles and creative writing. I wholeheartedly 
recommend this edition of Loreto Lore to anyone who has any interest in Loreto College.

Mr Michael James
Principal

Loreto College Coleraine
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As we were preparing for the 
start of a new term it was with 
great shock and sadness that I 
learned of the untimely passing of 
Michaela Harkin.  It was less than 
two months since she had left the 
school, full of life and excitement 
at the possibilities the summer 
holidays would bring.  Yet, the 
adventure and opportunities were 
cut short and, sadly, what she had 
hoped for wasn’t to be.  It’s still 
hard to believe the lovely girl with 
the permanent smile is no longer 
with us.  Michaela’s death not only 
stunned the school community, 
it has left a deep void within her 
family, friendship circle, year group 
and indeed all who knew her.  

Michaela was a gentle girl who 
is ever so sadly missed.  Rest in 
Peace. 

Mrs M McGill
Year Head

OBITUARY

Michaela Harkin

As the school year is coming to an 
end, I stop to think about my very 
best friend, Michaela. Michaela 
passed away on the 31st of August, 
right before the school year began. 
It was a shock to the whole year 
group, having to start the year 
without a valued member of our 
Loreto family.

Her presence is still felt today and I 
know she is watching over us 
during our GCSE year. Our very own 
guardian angel.  It’s strange walking 
through the corridors without hearing 
her laugh. One thing about Michaela 
is that she was always smiling and 
laughing. She never failed to brighten 
up a normal, boring school day.

Another thing Michaela was known 
for was her famous fake tan 
disasters. The most memorable 
of these disasters was when she 

decided to go one step up from 
your normal body tan and got her 
face done as well. It wasn’t her 
usual orange tan either; she looked 
more like a Beyoncé wannabe.

I look back at this past school year 
and think of all the opportunities 
and experiences she has missed 
out on, including her first GCSE’s, 
which is a huge milestone in every 
young person’s life. It brings me great
sadness to think of all the future 
experiences she will miss out on. 

As the years go by, I will be thinking 
of my dear friend Michaela and 
all the things we should be doing 
together. She is greatly missed 
throughout the whole school 
community and will NEVER be 
forgotten.

Rebecca McLaughlin
Year 11

Remembering Michaela
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EDITORIAL

On 10th May this year, I had the 
exciting and slightly daunting 
opportunity to go into the Convent 
building to see and photograph 
the renovation work in progress. 
Half-choking on the dust and 
determined not to miss my footing, 
I wandered from room to room, 
remembering what it had looked like 
and trying to imagine what was to 
come. And appropriately enough, 
on the same, sunlit day, our Year 14 
students were celebrating their last 
day at Loreto ahead of their A Level 
exams; they too were reminiscing 
on how things had been for years 
and trying to visualise the years 
ahead. 

The large, upstairs room in the 
Convent, which is set to become 
a classroom, is beautiful. There’s 
a pleasing symmetry of shape and 
an elegantly simple stained glass 
window at one end. But the story 
behind this is even better than 
the beauty of the room: it turns 
out that when the Ursuline Sisters 
had the building before the Loreto 
Sisters’ arrival in 1930, this room 
was their Chapel.  Now the room is 
preparing for a whole new stage in 
its existence: just like our Year 14 
students, and just like the school 
itself. 

Leaving the Convent building, I 
was struck by how beautiful the 
trees in the grounds looked as 

the morning sunshine glimmered 
through their leaves. I used a photo 
of the trees to accompany a school 
Tweet of good wishes to the Year 
14s, thinking of them leaving the 
school along the avenue for one last 
time that afternoon. It wasn’t long 
before a witty Year 13 had had a 
laugh at my expense, creating the 
impression that I’d somehow got 
mixed up between trees with leaves 
and students about to leave. And 
it was funny: the Year 14s were 
branching out indeed!  

Jokes aside though- the trees in our 
school grounds have grown through 
many changes, and countless 
generations of students, families and 
staff. The Convent House has too. 
The trees have grown; the rooms 
in the Convent are moving towards 
a whole new purpose and life. 
Things are changing- and changing 
fast. But amid the changes and 
the dusty renovations, everything 
that underpins the history of our 
school, the values and traditions 
and beliefs, remain constant. 
Years ago, the boarding school 
dormitories became the Main Study 
and nearby classrooms. Now, a 
former bedroom, which used to be 
a chapel, will become a classroom. 
Things change; the essentials remain 
the same, and there’s something 
reassuring about the old buildings 
and the ancient trees which bear 
witness to this constancy. 

And once again, 
in Loreto Lore 
I have tried to 
provide a flavour 
of all the many 

events, achievements and special 
moments in school this year. I hope 
joy, sincerity, justice, freedom and 
truth of life in school shines through: 
the values which have shaped our 
history and will form our future. In 
compiling the Magazine, as always, 
I am very grateful to a huge number 
of people for their advice, good 
ideas, contributions and practical 
assistance.  In particular, I would 
like to thank Mr James for his 
advice and support, Miss Toner, 
Mr Gallagher and Mrs West for 
helping to ensure that photographic 
assignments run smoothly and 
Mr Elgin for his computer and 
photographic expertise.  In the 
School Office, Miss Stewart, Mrs 
Dougan and Mrs Johnston continue 
to offer great assistance every day.

As always, the members of 
the Editorial Committee have 
contributed much to the 
Magazine.  Many have written and 
commissioned articles; others 
have helped behind the scenes 
and everyone has responded with 
enthusiasm and interest to the 
creation of a coherent overview 
of a very busy year.  Everyone 
involved has been generous about 
contributing ideas, energy and 
time to the production of a full, 
lively record of 2015-2016.  The 
overall impact of these poems, 
articles, stories, photos and ideas, 
mingled with the enthusiasm and 
thoughtfulness behind them, gives 
the impression of a school which 
is mindful of its past, enthusiastic 
about its present, and extremely 
positive about its future.

Mrs Caragh Little, Editor

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 2015-2016
 

YEAR 13-14
 Aidan Boyle • Philip Doherty   
 Cathaoir McKay • Cain McKendry

YEAR 11-12
 Kirstie Brown • Niamh Doherty   
 Flynn Faith-Crothers • Adam Taylor

YEAR 8-10
 Padraig McColgan • Michael McConnell



6 7

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

Another busy year is drawing to a 
close at Loreto, and things have 
both changed and stayed the same 
for the College’s staff, just as for its 
students.  We welcomed several 
new members of staff this year, 
whether for the whole year, a few 
weeks or several months.  We were 
delighted to welcome Mrs Tracy 
Loughrey to the English, Theatre 
Studies and Careers Departments, 
An T’Usail O Diffin, Miss Nadine 
McGahon and An t’Usail O 
Cathmhaoil to the Irish Department, 
Miss Gillian Dixon to the Geography 
Department, and in Science, Mr 
Barry Ludlow to Biology, Miss F 
Thornton to Chemistry and Miss 
Kellie-Anne Savage to Physics.  For 
shorter stays in the Staff Room, we 
were delighted to welcome Mr M 
Gillen to the Science Department, 
Mr M Donnelly and Mrs E Fullerton 
to the Mathematics Department, 
and Mr J O’Boyle and Mr P Sleet 
to Drama and English.  From 
September, we welcomed Miss 
Emma Campbell and Miss Chloe 
Scott as General Assistants and, 
from April, we welcomed Miss 
Trudy Donnelly as Assistant Bursar.  

STAFF NEWS

The year included some very happy 
events: congratulations to Bean Ui 
Mhaolain and her husband Dan on 
the birth of their son Cathal Eunan, 
and to Mr Kevin Conroy and his 
wife Roisin on the birth of their son 
Donnach Martin.

Congratulations to Mr Frank Scullion, 
who, in May, was awarded the 
prestigious Royal Society of 
Chemistry Educators’ Award.  You 
can read much more about this in 
the Science and Technology section 
of the Magazine, and find out how 
our in-house timetabler manages to 
extend Chemistry education far 
beyond both timetable and 
classroom. 

Congratulations to our ICT 
Manager, Mr Keith Elgin, who 
continues to win awards for his 
outstanding photography.  At 
the 122nd Toronto International 
competition in November, he won 
3 Gold Medals, 1 Silver Medal, 1 
Bronze Medal and a Ribbon and the 
World-Class Photographer Award.  
In the Photojournalism class, he 
won the TCC Gold Medal for his 
photo Point To Point and the IAAP 
Ribbon for the photograph Colder 

Than Expected.  In the Mono class, 
he took the FIAP Gold Medal for 
Delicate Thoughts, the FIAP Bronze 
Medal for The Arm Chair and the 
TCC Silver Medal for Power.  Finally, 
in the Colour section, he took the 
FIAP Gold Medal for Dark Avenue 
Of The Mind.  It is no surprise after 
all this that he also won the World-
Class Photographer Award!
Congratulations too to two 
members of staff who won Ulster 
University prizes for excellence in 
degree courses completed in 2015.  
Miss Emma Campbell (General 
Assistant) won the award for Food 
Innovation on completing the B.Sc. 
in Consumer Studies, and Mrs 
Caragh Litte (Head of English) won 
the Biggar Award for Educational 
Studies on completing the M.Ed. 
in Education.  Best wishes to Miss 
Campbell, who now begins the 
PGCE course, and to Miss Gillian 
Dixon who returns to full-time study 
to complete an MSc.

Finally, huge congratulations 
to our Head of Technology, Mr 
Raymond McKay, and our Head of 
French, Mrs Siobhan Mullan, who 
completed 25 years’ service to 
Loreto College at the end of June.

We were sorry to say 
goodbye to Mr Colm 
Duffin, teacher of 
Irish and French, on 
Friday 8th April.  

An t’Usail O Duiffin 
will be greatly 
missed by his 
classes and by all 
his colleagues at 
Loreto.  In his seven 
months in the College 
he has made a positive 
impact on everyone, with 
his enthusiasm, positivity and 
evident enjoyment of all his teaching 
and sports coaching activities.  He 
made a tremendous contribution 
to the work of the Irish and French 
departments, enjoying the extra-
curricular as well as the classroom 
elements of both subjects, as well 
as helping out with hurling and 
football coaching.

We wish Colm every success and 
happiness as his career takes a 
new direction in translation work: 
he is certain to be a great addition 
to his new workplace.  He will be 
greatly missed in Loreto and we 
hope that he will keep in touch.  We 
were glad to welcome An t’Usail 
Stiofan OCamphaioil to the Irish 
Department.

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK…

In June, we said goodbye 
to a few temporary 

members of staff:  
former Loreto 
student Miss 
Nadine McGahon 
stepped in as 
Head of Irish 
from December, 
taking charge of 

a busy schedule 
of examination 

classes, organising 
the annual Gaeltacht 

trip for Junior students 
and holding the fort 

in a highly organised manner 
throughout a very busy six months.  
In April, she was joined in the Irish 
Department by An t’Usail Stiofan 
OCamphaoil, who likewise inspired 
and enthused his classes, whether 
in Irish or in Spanish.  We wish both 
An Inion McEachain and An t’Usail 
OCamphaoil every success and 
happiness in the years ahead.

We also said goodbye to Mr Barry 
Ludlow after approximately 18 
months in the Biology and Junior 
Science department: thanks to Mr 
Ludlow for all his good-humoured 
work with his classes and best 
wishes to him for great things in the 
future.

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK…
Loreto’s staff and students were sad to say goodbye to Assistant 
Bursar Mrs Eileen McGuckian on 4th March, as she leaves to take up 
a new position.

Mrs McGuckian has been well-known to students over the years, 
helping them to organise credit for the cashless payment system 
in the Café Lorette and generally organising their financial affairs at 
school.  The students will miss Mrs McGuckian’s friendly smile and 
helpful approach to solving all their problems as she’s guided them 
through systems moving from dinner money payments to smart 
cards to touchscreen, fingertip recognition based technology.

Staff members will miss Eileen as a friend, colleague and parent of three former Loreto students, always with 
a ready smile and a supremely organised approach, whether it was to canteen funds, charity collections or 
collections of money for school trips or equipment.

We all wish Eileen every happiness and success in her new position.                                                                                                                                     Mrs Eileen McGuckian

As the school year draws to a 
close, we say a very fond goodbye 
to two long-standing members of 
staff, Mrs Anne O’Kane (Head of 
Mathematics) and Mrs Jane Nugent 
(Head of Year, Pastoral Care Co-
ordinator and Chemistry teacher).

An Inion McEachain
An t’Usail OCamphaoil
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When Mrs O’Kane told the Maths 
department that she was retiring 
this year we were all very shocked 
and I think I’ve personally gone 
through everyone emotion possible 
since then. From sadness at losing 
a work colleague after 18 years, to 
fear of change in the department, to 
happiness for Mrs O’Kane, to now 
- well at the minute it’s just sheer 
dread at having to speak in front 
of all of you. But I am honoured 
to speak on behalf of the Maths 
department, for Mrs O’Kane, who 
has contributed so much to Loreto 
in the last 33 years and is such a 
good friend to us all.

Mrs O’Kane began her teaching 
career in Rathmore in Belfast where 
she did her PGCE. When she took 
up a permanent teaching post the 
following year in the school, her 
head of department continued to 
call her ‘the student’ and the pupils 
continued to call her ‘the witch’. 
Now I have to admit I was a bit 
scared of Mrs O’Kane myself when 
I started teaching in Loreto. I found 
that she spoke really fast and, 
combined with the Strabane accent, 
I didn’t always catch what she said. 
On a couple of occasions, I found 
myself agreeing with whatever she 
said because I couldn’t ask her to 

RETIREMENT of MRS O’KANE

repeat it a third time. It wasn’t until 
the next department meeting when 
Mrs O’Kane would ask how I was 
getting on with something when 
I would realise that was what she 
had been trying to tell me. 

Mrs O’Kane stayed in Rathmore 
for five years and then left as Miss 
Maxwell in June to join Loreto 
College Coleraine in September 
as Mrs O’Kane.  Her then head of 
department, Joe Connolly, moved 
on to become Vice Principal and 
Mrs O’Kane took on the role of Head
of Department after just two years. 

As a head of department, Mrs 
O’Kane has enjoyed much success 
in the exam results of pupils in 
Mathematics at GCSE and A Level, 
with several pupils being awarded 
top in Northern Ireland over the 
years. Mrs O’Kane has overseen 
the Maths Homework Club, 
Learning Support, CALP Numeracy, 
etc. all new roles that just seemed 
to fall under the umbrella of Head of 
Maths. 

Mrs O’Kane was always 
approachable, understanding and, 
above all, fair. She never asked 
us to do anything that she wasn’t 
prepared to do herself. When we 

first went non-selective and the 
pupils were set for Maths, Mrs 
O’Kane took the lower set in that 
first year. This was such a challenge 
to work with children on an ability 
level so different to anyone she’d 
worked with before, but she never 
complained and probably learned 
as much about teaching Maths from 
those children as she had for many 
years previously. 

When it came to the marking 
allocation for the Christmas or 
Summer exams, Mrs O’Kane 
always had as much, if not more 
than the rest of us. If there was 
ever an occasion when she was 
behind with marking or putting in 
her Assessment Manager marks, 
the chances are she had stopped 
what she was doing to sort out a 
query or problem for us. We were 
never turned away from her door, 
whatever we needed help with 
or whatever our query was, Mrs 
O’Kane would take the time to try 
and accommodate us. This also 
applied to her students. When the 
exam classes leave each year, 
Mrs O’Kane would have Maths 
students in her classroom at every 
opportunity looking for extra help, 
more practice or reassurance - she 
never said no. 

The members of the Maths 
department have changed many 
times over the years and it is a 
credit to Mrs O’Kane that so many 
joined us two weeks ago for our 
annual departmental night out. 
Everyone spoke so highly of Mrs 
O’Kane and were delighted to get 
the opportunity to retell old stories, 
catch up on each other’s lives and 
to thank Mrs O’Kane and to wish 
her well.

Departmental meetings weren’t 
always easy and there was never 
enough time, but Mrs O’Kane was 
so patient especially with Joe and 
PJ in particular, who would talk 
and gossip more than any woman. 
Catching up with them at the 
department dinner was such fun- 
they haven’t changed a bit.

The current Loreto Mathletes, as 
our WhatsApp group is called, are 
very close - we’re like sisters or, 
as Miss Martin corrected me the 
other day, more like mothers and 
daughters! Either way, we get on so 
well and it really is a team effort.

Mrs O’Kane got involved with 
many aspects of school life, from 
organising the sponsored walks 
and especially her contribution to 
the school musicals. She is really 
creative and her attention to detail 
was demonstrated time and again 
in the costumes she produced. She 
took on this responsibility for many 
years and each production was 
met with the same enthusiasm and 
dedication. 

Mrs O’Kane’s attention to detail 
can be recounted in many ways. 
Whoever has wrapped her present, 
I can tell you now that it will not 
have been wrapped right. Mr 
Shaw may remember being on 
the staff committee with myself, 
Mrs O’Kane and Mrs Ahern the 
year Mr Lenehan, Mr McKenna 

and Mrs McDonnell retired. The 
morning of the staff do we were 
all in Mr Shaw’s room wrapping 
presents and writing cards and Mrs 
O’Kane was so particular about 
the wrapping so as to not show 
the sellotape and to make sure it 
was symmetrical. I’m nearly sure 
there was a ruler brought out at 
one stage. I started to help with 
the wrapping but was quickly 
sacked and told to go and write the 
comments in the cards!

I don’t know if any of you will have 
noticed but Mrs O’Kane is slightly 
OCD about her drawing pins. When 
Miss Martin first started we were 
scheduled to have a department 
meeting the second day in. Mrs 
Mackle and I were a bit late to get 
to Mrs O’Kane’s room but when we 
did go down Miss Martin was sitting 
with five tubs of drawing pins, going 
through each one separating out 
the green pins for Mrs O’Kane. Mrs 
Mackle and I looked at each other 
and then did the only sane thing 
possible which was to sit down and 
help. Mrs O’Kane always marks 
in green pen and only uses green 
drawing pins for her wall displays. 

There are many things, which we 
will all miss about Mrs O’Kane: 
her delicious Home baking - 
shortbread, oreo fudge brownies, 
wheaten bread, to name but a few; 
the lovely flowers and efforts she 
went to decorating the staffroom for 
different functions; her dedication 
to pupils, colleagues and her 
department.

There are so many people who 
want to wish Mrs O’Kane well and 
I received a lovely e-mail last week 
that I would like to include:

Loreto was a place where all the 
teachers knew our names but to the 
other pupils we were Mrs O’Kane’s 
daughter or son. The Mrs O’Kane 

who could silence a full Main Study 
with just one look.

Having Mrs O’Kane in school had 
its benefits - a place to drop off 
our Home Economics cooking, a 
source of money when the lunch 
smart card ran out and a quicker 
way home when we stayed after 
school. It did have its downfalls 
when we got into trouble, most 
notably when Conor’s Afro may 
have touched his collar. As we got 
older the pupils found out that Mrs 
O’Kane wasn’t that scary after all. 
On top of her dedication and hard 
work in the classroom some pupils 
also got to see her attention to 
detail through the school shows 
and the hundreds of costumes she 
helped create.

We would like to send our 
Mammy all of our love and 
we can’t wait for her to spend 
her August making plans for 
the weeks, months and years 
ahead instead of the annual 
storeroom clean out.

That comes with Lots of Love 
from Dervla, Brona and Conor.

Mrs O’Kane has no immediate 
plans for her retirement but after 
a restful summer she hopes to go 
to Edinburgh to visit Conor and a 
trip to New Zealand to see her girls 
will definitely be sooner rather than 
later. Perhaps a few more rounds of 
golf will be on the cards too. 

We thank Anne for her dedication, 
her leadership, her generosity, her 
kindness and her friendship. We 
wish her good health and a long 
and happy retirement. You can 
retire knowing that the department 
is in good hands, and for you and 
us - everything will be A.O.K.

Mrs Geraldine Diamond, 
Mathematics Department
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There was a young girl called Anne,
Who hailed from the town of Strabane.

The eldest of six, 5 brothers to keep in toe,
She had no bother - wouldn’t you know!

Loreto in Omagh, was where she went to board,
Spending 7 happy years, 20 miles down the road. 

(19.4 to be exact!!!!)
Miss Bradley, her Maths teacher, was her inspiration.

Anne excelled at addition, subtraction and even 
multiplication.

In 1973, she enrolled in Queen’s University,
To study algebra, number theory and Trigonometry.

She graduated with a first class degree,
And also left with her future fiancé.

Teaching was her chosen career,
She went to Rathmore in her first year.

She left there to come to Loreto in 1983.
Miss Maxwell no more, 

but Mrs O’Kane she was to be.

In Loreto, she soon became the HOD
With Maths and Numeracy her main responsibility.

Anne’s attention to detail and creative flair,
Were soon on stage for us all to share.

Two daughters and a son she was blessed to have,
The centre of her world to make her 

love, live and laugh.
With the summer ahead to rest and recharge,

A trip to New Zealand will soon be on the cards.

By Miss Maria Flannelly,
Mrs Geraldine Diamond
and Mrs Martina Mackle

When the news broke earlier this term that Mrs O’Kane, 
our Head of Maths, would be retiring, many of us were 
understandably shocked and saddened. It was with a 
heavy heart that I went to ask her if she would give one 
more interview to the Loreto Lore before she leaves. 
She happily agreed. 

Mrs O’Kane has been a maths teacher in Loreto for 
thirty-three years. In any job that is a long time, but 
especially in one such as teaching, a job so open 
to change and which has become so much more 
demanding. When I asked Mrs O’Kane what it was 
that had kept her so committed to teaching in Loreto 
for such a long period of time, I began to get a sense 
of her love both for maths and for the school. Mrs 
O’Kane’s passion for maths, and her genuine desire 
to help children and want to see them do well, shone 
through in her response. It was clear she understands 
the nature of Loreto as a community, in describing the 
nature of relationships between teachers and pupils 
and grasping the point of Loreto saying, “in essence, 
it’s such a caring school.” 

Mrs O’Kane stressed how much she really loved her 
subject and in teaching it, was able to fulfil this love by 
attempting to help children be the best at maths that 
they can be; despite this not always being a success! 
(Her words not mine). 

The knowledge and experience gained by Mrs O’Kane 
in her years of teaching were very evident when she 
spoke of the various ability levels of children she had 
taught. At the beginning of her career, Mrs O’Kane 
admitted that she - as many teachers do - believed 
that “the world is a perfect place” and that it was 
possible to make every child the best mathematician 
that there can be. However, she very quickly realised 
that every child has a different personality and ability, 
and that a maths teacher plays a part in educating the 
pupils in maths, but also in helping them to develop as 
young people.

The efforts of her colleagues in the maths department 
were paid tribute to by Mrs O’Kane. All  the members 
work together as a team, always with positivity.  She 
stressed how important she felt it was that despite 
student’s differing levels of ability in maths, the 
department were able to work together as a whole, 
enabling students to get the grades in GCSE maths 
which so many need for jobs in later life.  

Despite her love of Loreto, Mrs O’Kane also stressed 
how much she was looking forward to her retirement! 

After thirty three years of five days a week of teaching, 
she is going to have a lot of time on her hands, and, 
as I found out to my amazement, plans to use some 
of that spare time to travel, together with Martin, her 
husband to New Zealand to visit Dervla, her daughter, 
and Australia to visit Brona, her other daughter. Mrs 
O’Kane’s son, Conor, is in Edinburgh, much more 
manageable as she admits, and she and her husband 
plan to make a trip over there as soon as the summer 
holidays start. “Hobbiton” I was assured, is also a 
major attraction in the trip to New Zealand, but as Mrs 
O’Kane assured Dervla, not the main one!

The trip to New Zealand will be punctuated by several 
stops along the way, and it was here that I got a 
sense of Mrs O’Kane’s desire to travel the globe. 
Having been in Beijing on the 2014 school trip - a 
once in a lifetime experience - she emphasised how 
brilliant the staff and pupils on the trip were.  Most 
nights staff and pupils walked to the centre of the 
Chinese capital and could enjoy the shops and coffee 
houses while catching a glimpse of the food markets 
and daily life in the city.

Fans of Game of Thrones will be delighted to know 
that Mrs O’Kane is also a massive fan. She is halfway 
through her second read of the book series which, 
as I can testify to having got stuck at book 4, is 
a fantastic achievement in its own right! She also 
loves the TV series, and is (spoilers)?? following the 
adventures of Jon Snow and Sansa Stark very closely 
in the series at the moment.

In her time at Loreto, Mrs O’Kane has worked with 
four principals - Sister Philomena, Miss Diamond, Mr 
Lenehan and now Mr James. When I asked about 
the changes that come with each new principal, Mrs 
O’Kane emphasised how the school has managed to 
retain its important features through times of change. 
She said that the most important thing for every 
principal was Loreto “as a caring school with a great 
sense of community” and that Loreto is more than a 
school to each principal and to the teachers who work 
with them. She spoke of how in the job of a teacher, 
you have to encourage children to be the best they 
can be but, crucially let them form their own sense 
of identity. She also admitted that teachers do not 
always get it right, but that every teacher works to 
see their students do as well as they possibly can in 
their chosen subject, and that Loreto provided, and 
continues to provide, as much help as possible to 
achieve this.

Unfortunately, in her time at Loreto several pupils and 
teachers have passed away. It was striking to me, 
how much value both she and her family placed on 
the spirit of Loreto in times of sadness, staff  giving 
huge support to those affected, whether individuals, 
classes or year groups. She also spoke of how 
impressed she found the year groups affected by 
these tragedies to be. The support they gave each 
other helped them to come to terms with the tragedy, 
no matter what it’s nature. 

It is clear that Mrs O’Kane does not consider 
retirement as the end of her connection with Loreto, 
perhaps simply the “next step”. Having been a 
boarder at Loreto in Omagh, it certainly played a huge 
role in her early life too and will continue to do so 
during her retirement.

Having seen a number of teachers come and go in her 
time, Mrs O’Kane emphasised to me how teachers 
leave Loreto only if they have a genuine reason. They 
do not leave it because they don’t enjoy it. This, she 
believes, shows the ethos of Loreto and the standing 
that it has as a school in the community. 

It became clear to Mrs O’Kane that this would be 
her final year in Loreto around Halloween time, and 
I think it is a testament to her character that she did 
not make a fuss about leaving, but simply continued 
to fulfil the very high standards she had set for herself. 
Every year is pressurised and busy, and she did not 
let her retirement get in the way of her work. 

I will finish with a story that Mrs O’Kane told me of 
a fellow teacher from another school she met again 
recently. After telling the teacher that she had been 
to Beijing with school and that on the next school trip 
several teachers would soon be going to America, 
while she was retiring soon, her friend said to her, “I 
think you win!” 

Mrs O’Kane is a brilliant example to us all. Her wit, 
humour, many kindnesses and extensive knowledge 
of all things maths will be greatly missed by both 
students and staff. Despite her retirement, I am sure 
this is not the end of her involvement with Loreto, and 
we all hope to see her in the corridors again in the 
future.

Thank you Mrs O’Kane, enjoy your retirement.        
Aidan Boyle 13A

An Interview with Mrs O’Kane

A Poem for Mrs O’Kane
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RETIREMENT of MRS NUGENT

Speaking at the Staff Celebration for Mrs Nugent and 
Mrs O’Kane’s retirement, Mr Frank Scullion, Head of 
Chemistry, said:

This evening belongs to Jane and Anne. Just look at 
the number that have turned out to honour them and 
to say farewell.

It’s so amazing how quickly the last three and half 
decades have flown by. 1982 was a very special 
year for me in Loreto. One in which two very special 
people came into my life. Both were women! Both 
would have a profound influence on me for the rest 
of my life. Both would enter into a partnership with 
me that would stand the tests of time. Jane was one, 
Catherine was the other. Wasn’t I lucky!

By the way, for those that aren’t already aware, I 
married the other one.

I remember so well the day I was introduced to Jane. 
I remember where we met: the corridor to our new 
library block. As I approached, she was chatting 
with Rosa (Rosa McEldowney) who was the Head 
of Science then, herself a Loreto girl through and 
through. Well Rosa’s face just lit up: “Frank,” she 
said, “let me introduce you to your new chemistry 
colleague, she’s an absolute gem; we’re so lucky to 
have her come and work with us”. 

Days of such significance are few and far between 
in our lives. That was indeed a very significant day 
in my life. What Rosa summed up in those few brief 
moments, in the exuberance of her introduction, was 
the enormous contribution Jane would make to Loreto 
and the lives of so many of its students.

None of us here tonight chose a career in, or indeed 
within education, to make our fortune, but to try to 
make an important difference in the young lives that 
pass our way.  

According to Plato “All learning has an emotional 
base.”  [That’s the PGCE talking there now.] 

Jane’s attitude to teaching has always exemplified 
that sentiment for me. For her it was never just 
about getting through the specification and simply 
imparting the information. She was always interested 
in the child inside. Long before she became a Year 
Head, and before she took on responsibilities for 
Pastoral Care, she would always be seen to invest 
heavily in developing the wider needs of the children - 
conveying to them her kindness of spirit and concern 
for their happiness and well-being. She was taught 
and nurtured well by the Loreto Sisters and teachers. 
She cared deeply for the children, for her teaching 
colleagues and, most of all, for the institution that is 
Loreto. Loreto must be very proud of what Jane has 
done and achieved; and be thankful for the legacy she 
leaves behind. 

Someone once said that good teaching was ¼ 
preparation and ¾ theatre. Well I think that person 
must have been watching in the window of CL2. 
Again, I suppose she learnt her craft in those Loreto 
School Shows of the 1970s. Jane could hold the 
pupils spell-bound with her dramatization of the 
most boring of chemistry facts. I recall, with great 
amusement, the day she dressed up as the wicked 
witch to teacher and entertain our prospective primary 
school students. I was only worried that they might 
anticipate I could teach like that too!

There 
are many 

adjectives 
one could use 

when speaking of 
Jane. Frank has used 

many in his tribute - hard 
working, loyal, kind, generous, 

committed, caring - the list goes on. 
To me, Jane has been not just a supportive 

colleague but a true and genuine friend. We 
have spent 28 years working closely together 

and it has been an absolute pleasure and privilege. 
Without doubt, there have been challenging times 
- new specifications, controlled assessments, 
inspections and personal difficulties - but we have 
had some great fun and laughs along the way. 
Perhaps one of Jane’s most endearing qualities 
is that she can always laugh at herself - perfectly 
demonstrated when she dressed up as a granny for 
Taster Days a number of years ago or when she had 
wet sponges thrown at her on mission day - always 
game for a laugh. 

Jane’s work ethic is something to behold - she puts 
most of us to shame with her boundless energy 
and total commitment to her pupils. She constantly 
goes above and beyond the call of duty. Her 
memory is also impressive - many times I thought 

I had managed to get away with ‘forgetting’ to do 
something - but no, Jane always remembered! 
Better than any reminder on a smartphone!

I am sure you will all agree when I say that Jane 
embodies the core values of Loreto Education 
- Truth, Justice, Sincerity, Joy and Freedom. I 
remember last August one of our INSET days was 
on the Loreto Ethos and I think it was Stephen who 
said that Jane Nugent was the Loreto Ethos- how 
true. Of the five core values Freedom is the one 
that now applies to Jane. After 33 years teaching 
in Loreto and 7 years as a pupil, she is now free to 
follow her dreams and, most importantly, put herself 
first. I know she and Chris have many trips planned 
in the passion wagon that is their camper van. No 
one deserves a long, healthy and happy retirement 
more than Jane - she has certainly earned it.  We 
will all miss you terribly - pupils and staff alike, but 
no one more so than I. However, I know that our 
friendship will continue for many years to come. 

Adh mór agus beannacht Dé ort.

I have penned a few verses in an Ode to Jane - 
apologies in advance to the literary experts in our 
midst but I am a mere scientist and not a Heaney 
nor Wordsworth.

An O
de to

 M
rs

 N
ugent

But then there’s the less serious side to Jane of 
course. You surely can’t have missed her quick wit - 
often bringing a welcome moment of light relief to one 
of our staff or curriculum meetings - reminding us, 
thankfully, that good humour can sometimes get the 
most serious of business accomplished; and, done in 
good spirits, Senior Management can be fair game for 
a little mockery. 

It is indeed a very sad occasion for all of us, to be 
saying goodbye to Jane. But, at the same time, we 
know that she leaves us in good shape and mind, with 
a lot ‘left in the tank’. [And not just the Campervan!]  
From next week she’s got the chance to enjoy all that 
hard earned pension, before the Chancellor gets his 
hands on it! All you young teachers out there; do try 
to remember these modern halcyon days - when a 
teaching couple could retire in their 50s and head to 
warmer drier climes for half the year.

Jane.
Dust if you must, but bear in mind,
Old age will come and it’s not kind.
And when you go (and go you must)
You, yourself, will make more dust.

An Irish Blessing to end, Jane

A sunbeam to warm you,
A moonbeam to charm you,

A sheltering angel,
so nothing can harm you. 

Jane and Chris - Have a well-earned, 
long and happy retirement together!

                         Mr Frank Scullion, Head of Chemistry
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On 
the 2nd 

October 1959
A bonny baby girl 

was born to shine. The 
youngest of seven, she lived

in Dungiven and like a true Friday’s
child she was loving and giving.

At the age of eleven Jane thought she 
had arrived in heaven, when Loreto on the Hill 

became her new abode. New subjects to learn and 
new friends to find, with Mother Angela in charge 
and Sister Paschal so kind.

In 1978 it was off to university to study her beloved 
chemistry, Manchester didn’t know what had hit it 
when Hilary and Jane arrived on the scene. A year 
in London then followed but Jane was not keen, she 
needed a holiday - Club 18-30 with all that jollity - if 
you know what I mean! 

But Loreto beckoned and she couldn’t resist the 
offer of a job just could not be missed.  Back to her 
alma mater she went and to the labs to experiment 
bunsen burners and test tubes, solids liquids and 
gases always stimulating her many classes.

Making compounds at will, some safe, some 
unstable.  She always referred to the Periodic Table.
Loreto’s own Walter White from Breaking Bad,
She could have made a fortune but alas no crystal 
meth to be had.

  But there was more than science on the horizon;
When along came the man with the camper van.
Chris was his name and it was Jane he had his 
eyes on!  A true romantic he captured her heart and 
proposed at 16000 feet - what a flying start!

In 1988 they tied the knot, and their many travels 
they started to plot.  The Great Barrier Reef started 
them off, quickly followed by Yosemite and New York.

I remember the morning I found a note on my 
windscreen iInforming me that the stork had been!
Two beautiful daughters made their family complete;
Niamh and Oonagh swept them off their feet.

Her teaching career now included many 
responsibilities; Head of Year- A demanding role 
with lots of cheer! Pastoral Care was another, and 
Jane looked after her pupils just like a mother.

And so she has arrived at the end of this journey,
Thirty-three years of hard toil and getting up early.
Now no stress, no bells and no lessons for 
preparation - not even a balanced symbol equation!

I wish you days of happiness not filled with any strife. 
I hope that your retirement years are the best years 
of your life. You are a special person, you always 
give your best, and for every child you have taught 
their life is truly blessed. 

 Miss Maria Flannelly

Ode to
 Ja

ne

Mrs Nugent enjoying a farewell lunch with the Chemistry Department

“My idiom is ‘just do your best’. If 
you just do your best that’s all that 
matters.” - Mrs Nugent

It is not every day that we meet 
somebody as dedicated as Mrs 
Nugent. Boarding at Loreto for 7 
years and teaching for a further 33 
years, Mrs Nugent has committed 
4 decades of her life to us here at 
Loreto and I can’t say that anyone 
here is anything but truly, truly 
grateful. “Why would I move school 
when I considered I was at one 
of the best schools on different 
levels? And it’s not just my teaching 
colleagues! Teaching assistants, 
sports staff, the office staff, the 
whole package… they all inspire 
me and we have always worked 
together as a team”, Mrs Nugent 
says to those who wonder at her 
33-year-long career here at Loreto, 
and I cannot help but feel she 
means it too.

A very prominent topic of our 
interview with Mrs Nugent was 
change. From the novelty of boys 
arriving to Loreto on Mrs Nugent’s 
sixth year boarding, to the decision 
of Loreto to accepted mixed 
abilities, Mrs Nugent has been there 
through it all. “Some people were 
apprehensive about the change 
from academic to mixed potential 
but I remember someone made the 
point that when the school made 
the choice to accept boys, people 
were apprehensive too”, she says, 
“But I think it’s one of the best 
things that have ever happened 
to Loreto - change can be good.” 
Change is not just inspired within 
pupils here at Loreto, but in Mrs 
Nugent herself too. Having never 
really had the opportunity to study 
Physics as well as she would have 
liked while boarding here, Mrs 
Nugent had her second chance 
when she came back to Loreto to 
teach. “When I came to Loreto I 
then had to teach junior Physics. 

When I had to teach it I grew a love 
of Physics: I have a love of Physics 
now. You know, for some of the 
best teachers their subject doesn’t 
always come easiest to them.” This 
dedication and drive is what makes 
Mrs Nugent the fantastic teacher 
that she is today. 

We asked Mrs Nugent what got 
her through all of these years; was 
it passion or perseverance? “I’ve 
always had to work. I’ve often 
said this to pupils. I was always a 
hard worker. Sometimes teachers 
say to me, ‘Are you not winding 
down, there’s only 2 weeks left?’ 
and I say ‘Oh no, no!…I work to 
the bitter end and I’m happy doing 
that, I am.’ Anyone who has ever 
had the pleasure of being taught 
by Mrs Nugent can confirm this. 
The extraordinary work ethic both 
used to teach and encourage us 
as students is something that can 
be taken away by us as well. After 
even one class of Mrs Nugent’s 
I can say that I leave wanting to 
achieve just that little bit more, and 
it is certainly thanks to her. Inspired 
by a particular nun while boarding at 
Loreto, who then left and returned 
as a science teacher, Mrs Nugent 
has brought that passion forward 
into her teaching tenfold and us, the 
students, are far, far better off for it.

It is not fair, however, by any means 
to say that Mrs Nugent’s classes 
were all about work for no, they 
were not. The “Chemistry of Life” 
was as important as the Chemistry 
on the specification. “I laugh and 
the children laugh; as far as I’m 
concerned, that’s what teaching is 
about. I’d like to think I can have 
a laugh at myself as well.” This I 
can attest to. Mrs Nugent does not 
hesitate to have a laugh at herself, 
which in turn makes us students 
that bit happier: that is what I take 

with me from her classes. “It’s a 
very open school…we don’t think 
we know it all. We’re open to 
accepting other people’s ideas. So, 
yes, it’s a very down to earth school 
and I love that fact,” Mrs Nugent 
says, not knowing, I think, just how 
much she has contributed to this 
atmosphere herself. 

What you see with Mrs Nugent 
is what you get. Though most of 
us don’t like the honest truth, I 
look back fondly now at having 
received it time and time again. The 
“same person in the classroom as 
in Portstewart” attitude has been 
incredibly encouraging over the 
years and allows us students to 
return the favour of being honest, 
both inside and outside of the 
classroom. I find myself writing 
again and again about how such 
qualities in Mrs Nugent I find 
reflected in us as students, and it is 
true, and we are all much better off 
for it thanks to her. 

After 40 years in total spent here, it 
cannot be an easy place to leave, 
but know this too, Mrs Nugent, 
that it is not easy for us to let you 
go. That “mutual respect” has 
not simply gone away now that 
your time at Loreto is over, but 
undoubtedly increased in that we 
can look back and cherish your 
presence and impact here at 
Loreto. We here at Loreto wish you 
well in the future (be it with “learning 
a new language” or your travelling) 
and in that we will not readily forget 
about you, I feel you too will not 
readily forget about us on your next 
step as you so kindly reminded us:

“There is an old Loreto song: part 
of me / will always be / at Loreto on 
the hill.”

Cain McKendry and 
Philip Doherty, Year 13

HOMAGE to MRS NUGENT
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The Magnificent Seven : Members of Loreto College staff who participated in the Velo Loreto Fundaiser.

On Sunday 20th September, over 250 cyclists 
including some intrepid members of the Loreto staff 
undertook the Velo Loreto Challenge over 30 or 50 
mile courses.  Miss Belinda Toner, Vice Principal, 
who co-ordinated the event, and Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, who was among the Loreto 
cyclists, paid tribute to all those who had organised, 
helped out or participated at what was an extremely 
successful event.  Particular thanks are due to the 
Friends of Loreto and Causeway Cycling Club, who 
organised the event, and Causeway Tandem Club 

for Blind and Partially Sighted, who provided minibus 
cover.  Thanks too to the local St John’s Ambulance 
group, who provided first aid cover on the day, and a 
huge thank you to the many cyclists who participated.  
The cyclists were particularly grateful to the Friends 
of Loreto Committee and some very dedicated 
Loreto teachers who provided refreshments after the 
challenge!

On Friday 25th September, all staff and students 
at Loreto College took part in a sponsored beach 
walk.  Half the student population walked Portstewart 
Strand, and half walked the East Strand in Portrush, 
enjoying a beautiful Autumn morning and raising funds 
for the College. College Principal Mr Michael James 
paid tribute to everyone who took part in the walk and 
in particular to those who organised it.  Thanks to the 
National Trust, Portstewart and to HM Coastguard 
Coleraine for safety cover and advice.

As the 2015-16 academic year continues, Loreto 
College and the Friends of Loreto will continue to raise
funds for this exciting development in the College 
campus and facilities.  Proud of its past and its 
traditions, Loreto College continues to look to the 
future as it celebrates 85 years of Loreto education in 
Coleraine. 

T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  L O R E T O

LORETO COLLEGE
Voluntary Grammar School ,  Coleraine

LORETO 
COLLEGE HOLDS 

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISERS

As the first month of the 2015-16 academic 

year draws to a close, Loreto College has held 

two highly successful fundraising activities as 

part of its drive to raise funds for the conversion of 

the Loreto Convent building into a pastoral centre 

including several new classrooms.



18 19

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

The Velo Loreto peleton departs from Loreto College as the fundraiser begins.

Loreto College students enjoying their Sponsored Beach Walk on Portstewart Strand

Year 8 students from Loreto College enjoying the 
Sponsored Beach Walk on Portstewart Strand.

Loreto College Year 8 students enjoying the
Sponsored Beach Walk on Portstewart Strand.

Loreto students and staff celebrate reaching the White Rocks during their Sponsored Beach Walk.

Some Loreto College 14 
Senior Prefects relax after 
completing the Sponsored 
Beach Walk on the 
East Strand, Portrush

Loreto College Year 14 
Senior Prefects 
meet members 

of HM Coastguard 
Coleraine following the 

Sponsored Beach Walk.
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The Friends of Loreto group held 
its first fundraiser of 2016 on Friday 
15th April, staging the Loreto Golf 
Classic at Portstewart Golf Club.

The Friends of Loreto, a Registered 
Charity, is a group with close 
associations with Loreto College 
Coleraine, whether former students, 
current and former staff, parents of 
current students or interested 
supporters and friends of the College.
The group is fundraising at present 
for the renovation and development 
of the Loreto Convent House, 
maintaining close links with the 
College in order to support it in its 
plans for the future, in order to support 
Loreto in the development of its 
spirituality, excellence and diversity.

An estimated total of 120 golfers 
took part in the event, contesting the 
eighteen-hole links course on a chilly 
Spring morning.

Speaking on behalf of the Friends 
of Loreto, Miss Belinda Toner, Vice 
Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to all those individuals and 
members of the business community 
who had sponsored the Golf Classic.

Mr Michael James, College Principal, 
paid tribute to all those who had 
taken part in the event, and whose 
continued support of Loreto College 
is greatly appreciated. 

T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  L O R E T O

LORETO COLLEGE
Voluntary Grammar School ,  Coleraine Golf Classic

Concentration: Tara Laverty 
(Year 8) addresses the 
ball during the Loreto Golf Classic.

Friends of Loreto supporters who 
took part in the Loreto Golf Classic.

Loreto College teachers Mr Bob 
Murphy, Mr Paul Cunning, Mr Peter 

Loughran and former colleague 
Mr John Montgomery pictured at 

the Loreto Golf Classic.

Friends of Loreto Committee members Mr Kevin McWilliams,
 Dr Elizabeth Donnelly, Mr Michael McMullan, Mrs Susan Kelly and 

Mr Dan Henry pictured at the Loreto Golf Classic.

Members of the Loreto College Golf Team with Vice Principal Miss Belinda Toner and 
Principal Mr Michael James, pictured at the Loreto Golf Classic.

PRIZEGIVING AND AWARDS 2015-2016

LORETO COLLEGE CONGRATULATES 
STUDENTS ON A LEVEL SUCCESS

In August, Mr James congratulated the Year 
14 students of 2015 on a very pleasing set 
of A level results.

Speaking on A level Results Day, Mr 
Michael James, College Principal, 
said:

“I am very pleased with the 
performance of our A Level 
students, who have once again 
performed very well in this year’s 
A Level examinations. Over one 
third of all grades achieved by 
our students were A* or A grades 
and over two thirds of all grades 
achieved were a grade B or better. 
100% of students achieved two or 
more A*-E grades, whilst 99% of all 
students achieved three or more grades 
A*-E. This compares very favourably 
with last year’s results. Among our top 
performers, fifteen students achieved the 
fantastic standard of 3 A grades or better.

“I congratulate all our students and the 
teachers for these results and thank them 

for their hard work and dedication 
throughout the past year. They all 

thoroughly deserve these fine results.”

The students who attained three 
A grades or better were: Mairead 
Carey, Cliodhna Devlin, Eimear 
Dillon, Ciara Dinsmore, Jordan 
Kelly, Annie McBride, Matthew 
McGee, Maria McLaughlin, 
Hannah McMullan, Joseph 
McNerlin, Catherine McNicholl, 
Geraldine Mellon, Ellen Moloney, 
Brega Mullan and Caolan O’Neill.   

Among these, Annie McBride 
gained a wonderful three A* grades 

in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, 
along with an A in Mathematics, while 

Caolan O’Neill gained an outstanding 
three A* grades in English Language, 

English Literature and Religious Education.



22 23

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

In late August, the students and staff of Loreto College 
celebrated outstanding results in the 2015 GCSE 
examinations.

Speaking on results day, Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, said:

“I am truly delighted by the excellent performances of 
our GCSE students this year. The results they have 
achieved represent one of the best ever sets of results 
within the school, with 100% of all students achieving 
five or more grades A*-C.  97.5% of all students 
achieved seven or more grades A*-C, including 

LORETO COLLEGE CELEBRATES
TOP CLASS GCSE RESULTS

English and Mathematics, and 77.3% of students 
achieved 7 or more A*-B grades. Our students 
also performed exceptionally well in the top grades 
achieved this year, with 53.8% of all grades achieved 
being A or A*.  82.5% of all grades achieved are grade 
B or better and 49.2% of students have gained 6 A 
grades or better.  

“I would like to congratulate the students and their 
teachers on achieving such a wonderful set of results. 
They all deserve great credit for their hard work and 
dedication throughout the past two years and I am 
delighted by their continued success.”
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The annual Senior Prizegiving took 
place at Loreto College Coleraine 
on the evening of Wednesday 16th 
September 2015.  With capacity 
crowds in the College Hall, the 
Prizegiving rewarded the academic, 
curricular, extra-curricular, personal 
and inter-personal achievements of 
the College’s Senior students in the 
2014-15 academic year, and was 
an opportunity to welcome back the 
Year 14 class who had finished their 
studies at the College in Summer 
2015. 

The guest speaker at Loreto’s 
Prizegiving was Dr Gary Doherty.  
Gary Doherty studied at Loreto from 
1992 to 1999, in the footsteps of 
his two elder brothers.  He went on 
to read Medical Sciences at Trinity 
College, Cambridge University, 
where he was a junior, senior and 
research scholar, and graduated 
with double first class honours.  
He was then elected to the Henry 
Fellowship at Harvard University, 
before returning to Cambridge to 
complete his Medical studies.  He 
received his PhD from the Medical 
Research Council Laboratory of 
Molecular Biology, during which 
he discovered a new pathway by 
which cells take up material from 
their surroundings, and which 
allows cells to move.  After general 

SENIOR PRIZEGIVING REWARDS EXCELLENCE AT 
LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

medical training in Belfast and in 
Cambridge, he chose Oncology as 
his clinical specialty.  He is currently 
a Clinical Lecturer at Cambridge 
University, and continues to split his 
time between clinical work, teaching 
and research.  He is a Fellow of 
Robinson College, Cambridge, 
where he is Director of Studies in 
Medicine.  His research currently 
focuses on the roles of certain 
genetic mutations that drive lung 
cancer.  In what free time he can 
muster, he enjoys modern art, 
travel and gastronomy.  Dr Doherty 
spoke very inspiringly about his 
own time at Loreto College, noting 
how reassuringly little had changed 
since his own fondly-remembered 
school days.  Speaking about the 
importance of failure, resilience, 
perseverance and determination 
on the path to success, Dr Doherty 
urged the students present to make 
courageous choices in planning the 
paths to take in their future studies 
and careers.  He encouraged the 
students to aim high, assuring 
them that the objectively excellent 
results at Loreto College meant 
that Loreto’s finest students, and 
the education they had received, 
could be favourably compared to 
the experience to be had at any of 
the most prestigious schools in the 
UK, Ireland and beyond.  Inspiring 
Loreto’s students to aspire, 
imagine and excel, Dr Doherty 
was enthusiastic in recalling the 
breadth and depth of education 
he had received at Loreto, which 
had empowered him to further his 
studies at Cambridge and Harvard.  
A lifelong learner and researcher 
himself, Dr Doherty encouraged 
those present to view learning and 
achieving as a continuing rather 
than a completed endeavour, 
wishing the students every success 
and happiness in their studies and 

congratulating them on their superb 
achievements to date.

Dr Doherty said:

‘Thank you, Mr James, for that 
very kind introduction and the 
incredibly humbling invitation to be 
here this evening. I feel distinctly 
underqualified to address this 
crowd of high achievers and 
the families that have supported 
them on the way to their laudable 
successes.  It feels great to be 
back at Loreto, and it’s great to see 
so many familiar faces to whom I 
owe so much.  The tides of time 
bring many new faces too, and the 
dynamicu of Loreto benefits greatly 
from this constant turnover, where 
fresh ideas continue to meet open 
minds.  It is extremely comforting 
to know, and a great testament to 
staff and students alike, old and 
new, that the welcoming Loreto 
ethos that I so keenly felt while I 
was a student here in the 90s, is 
alive, well, and continues to flourish.  
I think there must be something in 
the water here too, as the staff I 
know don’t seem to have aged a 
day in 15 years.  

‘If you notice any anxiety in my 
demeanour this evening, please 
forgive me - such nervousness is 
rather deep-rooted.  One of the 
last times that I was on this stage 
was when I misguidedly auditioned 
for the school musical - I think it 
was called The Geisha.  Having 
signed up to audition, undeterred 
by my general tunelessness, I 
didn’t notice that there was a 
session planned when we were 
supposed to attend to learn the 
audition song.  I therefore assumed 
that we could sing whatever we 
wanted, and had prepared my 
own song.  Imagine my surprise 

when I was handed the words 
to a song I’d never heard before, 
shoved on this very stage, and 
heard the pianist starting a jaunty 
introduction.  I did my best, under 
the circumstances, and thankfully 
there weren’t too many fellow pupils 
around to propagate details of my 
nightmarish attempt.  Needless to 
say, I wasn’t even offered a role 
in the chorus!  I later took great 
comfort from the fact that Fred 
Astaire had endured a rather similar 
fate.  In an early screen test, Astaire 
was judged rather harshly by an 
executive: “Can’t sing.  Can’t act.  
Slightly balding.  Can dance a little.” 
Unfortunately that’s where our 
stories diverge: Astaire’s to silvered 
and eternal stardom, and mine to 
greying temples and horrendous 
karaoke.  

‘It is traditional on such an evening 
to sermonise on the ingredients 
and importance of success.  I’ll 
buck this trend a little, and continue 
as I started last time I stood on 
this stage: by focussing instead 
on failure.  You are all here tonight 
because of your tremendous 
successes, and this of course 
should, and soon will be, rightly 
applauded and rewarded.  Talent, 
hard work and determination are 
crucial in ensuring that there is 
dissemination of knowledge and 
understanding, and these certainly 
keep the world turning.  But what is 
it that drives progress?  How do we, 
as a room of talented, motivated 
individuals, make things better for 
humanity?  For that must surely be 
your ambitions - it is progress that 
makes the world a better place, 
that creates wealth, that reduces 
poverty, that counters disease, that 
defines culture… that makes us 
human.  

‘And progress comes from the act 
of trying something new, something 
challenging, something outside of 
your comfort zone; and an inevitable 
and necessary consequence of 

this is failure.  We all fear failure, 
some more than others, but this is a 
mistake - it must be celebrated!  

‘There has rarely, if ever, been 
significant progress without 
failure.  I’ve worked in scientific 
research laboratories for the last 
10 years.  I didn’t realise when 
I started, quite how much I was 
going to fail, and also how much 
fun failing would be.  I’ll let you 
in on a little secret.  Contrary to 
popular belief, we scientists don’t 
often just come up with a terrific, 
original hypothesis from scratch 
and born from our own genius, 
do a few experiments to prove we 
were right, and publish it to great 
acclaim.  Of course, we can sell 
that fairytale to the people that fund 
our research, including the public, 
because we must be able to justify 
what we do and communicate 
our ideas clearly.  When you read 
our results, however, you might 
wonder why the final paper or the 
press release bears little or no 
resemblance to the initial proposal 
for funding from years before.  The 
voyage to discovery, or rather 
of discovery, is a tremendously 
humbling one.  We might perform a 
hundred experiments over several 
years to only then discover that 
our hypothesis made absolutely no 
sense at all in the first place, and 
that more interesting were the weird 
things that occurred in experiments 
9 and 86, or when we put on the 
wrong compound or sneezed into 
the Petri dish.  We might then go 
to a conference, have dinner with a 
bunch of other scientists moaning 
about their respective failures, and 
then put their observations together 
with ours.  Now we might have a 
proper hypothesis, years after the 
original nonsense.  Then we start 
all over again.  As Albert Einstein 
stated: “We cannot solve our 
problems with the same thinking 
we used when we created them.”  
This was the path to quantum 
mechanics, the transistor, to most 

of transformative science.  We 
then use clever wording to hide 
all evidence of failure and publish 
our findings in a great journal 
as if we knew all this from the 
start.  This is great PR for the next 
application, and the cycle of failure 
and progress begins anew.  Such 
learning, through repeated failure, 
will imprint itself far more strongly 
on our memories.  Effective learning 
of a foreign language for instance, 
is more easily achieved when we 
are forced to guess what something 
means, and get it wrong.  We are 
more likely, then, to remember the 
correct meaning.  

‘It is all too easy to forget the 
importance of these failures, and to 
think that our heroes did not suffer 
them.  When the great classical 
composer Johannes Brahms found 
out that he was suffering from 
terminal cancer, he hid in his room 
for days, patiently burning a trunkful 
of musical sketches in his fire.  All 
we see when we look back now 
are the 120-odd masterpieces that 
he was sufficiently happy with.  The 
same will be true of every great 
to some extent - those people 
that serve as our heroes - be they 
artists, scientists, philosophers, 
authors, sportsmen, astronauts, 
fashion designers, actors or comics: 
the list of human endeavours where 
failure is essential is endless.  

‘So why is this true?  Why must we 
all fail in order to succeed?  The 
process of evolution provides us 
with some answers.  When we 
look at an evolutionary tree, we 
are forgiven for focusing on the 
origin and path taken by the most 
successful species - those that 
exist today.  But these successful 
species only exist because of 
the dead ends - the forgotten 
prototypes that provided novelty 
and allowed for progress.  The 
preponderance of dead ends that 
we observe in evolutionary trees 
reflects this - take the famous 
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dodo as one of millions of possible 
examples; it is these dead ends 
that allow nature to try new things, 
with ongoing selection of traits that 
suit the environment well.  We owe 
our very existence to this process, 
and to those dead ends.  We don’t 
celebrate it, but we should!  We 
must accept that we will fail, we 
must fail, and we will learn from 
it.  The principles of evolution are 
not limited to the natural world, but 
apply equally to cultural, societal 
and scientific progress.  Sir James 
Dyson, who invented the biggest 
selling bagless vacuum cleaners 
of all time, went through over 
5,000 failed prototypes, and his 
life savings, before a prototype 
finally worked and transformed the 
industry.  It seems that in order to 
suck well, he had to first suck badly.

‘Another interesting side of failing, 
is how remarkably different two 
people’s perceptions of the same 
event can be.  While Vincent Van 
Gogh is now regarded as foremost 
of the post-impressionist painters, 
he only sold a single painting in his 
lifetime, leading to his acceptance 
of his own failure and ultimately 
his own suicide.  Perversely, it is 
likely that it was this perception of 
constant failure that led him to keep 
pushing new boundaries in art.  
Even at his lowest ebb, however, he 
wrote to his brother Theo: “I still love 
art and life very much.”  A colleague 
of mine, an eminent scientist, failed 
his driving test six times and simply 
can’t get over it.  He remembers 
it as a pivotal period in his life.  
No-one else cares - they just see 
him driving well and legally.  Even 
some of our greatest moments of 
success, as seen more objectively 
by other people, mean nothing but 
failure to us.  I was lucky enough to 
represent my College on University 
Challenge.  I remember it as 
nothing but humiliation - question 
after question I had no idea of the 
answer to, my ignorance laid bare 
on national television.  But this 
is far from the way other people 

view it.  As humans, we tend to 
focus on the positive outcomes of 
others, and forget their failures. We 
must be similarly kind to ourselves, 
and sweep our failures under the 
transparent carpet of experience, 
but not forget them, and allow 
them to shape us positively.  While 
perceived personal failure can be 
very challenging to overcome, 
the corollary of this - perceived 
personal success - can be even 
more dangerous.  We all know 
people whose sentences start with 
“I did,” “I went,” “I got,” and it is 
these sentences which usually end 
up communicating only selfishness 
and egotism.  Keep your successes 
to yourselves, keep your minor 
grumbles to yourselves - you will be 
much better liked and have a much 
happier life.  William Faulkner’s 
advice to fellow writers reflects this 
thought: “Kill your darlings,” he 
expounded.  He meant take out 
the bits of the story you absolutely 
love, that are beautifully written or 
show how smart you are, but after 
all your edits now add nothing to 
the story.  We’re all guilty of this in 
our everyday lives, and we even 
bend conversations just so we can 
add an interesting fact we learned 
earlier that day - for some, it’s a real 
compulsion.  Stephen King put it 
even better: “Kill your darlings, kill 
your darlings, even when it breaks 
your egocentric little scribbler’s 
heart, kill your darlings.”  People will 
prefer the real story, the real you.  

‘Now, at this critical juncture, where 
you are preparing for the next step 
in your own evolutionary journeys, 
how can we learn from some of 
these observations, and from those 
that have gone before?  I’m going 
to focus on university and choosing 
a career, not because they are the 
only important things in life, but 
because they are likely the most 
relevant to most of you right now.  
I remember being in your shoes 
all too clearly.  At this point it is 
important to recognise your talents 
and skills that shine brightest, 

choose a subject that you love, and 
have the self-belief and confidence 
to make the bravest decisions you 
can.  But what counts as a brave 
decision?  Anything that takes you 
out of your comfort zone, really.  
Grab opportunities with both hands, 
and find the ones you cannot see.  
Your brave decision might be to 
apply to a University you’ve never 
heard of because their subject 
prospectus is so exciting and 
different to anything you’ve done 
before, or exists elsewhere.  It might 
be to apply for a subject that you 
haven’t studied at A-level.  It might 
be to apply to the University with 
the best reputation in the world for 
that course, regardless of where 
it might be.  It might be to skip 
university for now and go to South 
America for a year, learn Spanish 
and find yourself, and get diarrhoea 
on the Inca trail.  There are many 
ways to make brave decisions, but 
if you are prepared to succeed or 
to fail, and you learn from whatever 
that success or failure teaches you, 
they will rarely be bad decisions in 
the long run.  For me, my bravest 
decision was to apply for Medicine 
at Cambridge.  As a 16 year old 
Northern Irish schoolboy, I had 
never visited the city or university, 
and knew no one that had studied 
or even visited there.  I had read 
the prospectus, of course, and was 
excited by the scientific focus of the 
course, and by the history of the 
university.  It wasn’t until arriving 
at Cambridge for my interview 
that I realised the enormity of 
that decision.  My lack of proper 
research had led me to apply for 
the richest, most formidable of the 
Colleges in Cambridge, and the 
sheer grandeur and beauty of the 
place blew me away.  I instantly 
decided that I hadn’t a chance of 
getting in, and that I had been a 
fool for even considering to apply.  
It turns out though, through this 
whole process, that I had made all 
the right decisions, albeit, perhaps, 
for all the wrong reasons.  I should 
definitely have applied.  I should 

have applied because for me 
it was the bravest thing I could 
have done: it was far away from 
home and friends, it had so many 
social and intellectual unknowns, 
and I was sure to find the course 
tremendously challenging.  

‘Why might I have been put off 
applying, knowing a bit more about 
the place?  Well, it was entirely 
down to self-belief.  I knew that I 
had done well objectively at Loreto, 
and was on course to get good 
A-level results.  I knew that I had 
a decent personal statement, full 
of achievements that I was proud 
of.  What I couldn’t know, however, 
was how my achievements stacked 
up against those outside Loreto 
and Northern Ireland.  How could I 
possibly dream of competing with 
students from schools such as 
Eton, St Paul’s and Charterhouse?  
I now have the benefit of hindsight, 
and the experience of interviewing 
and admitting students to 
Cambridge University.  I can tell 
you all this now: If you are good 
enough at Loreto, and you are on 
course to get the required grades, 
you are good enough to apply to 
Cambridge, or anywhere else for 
that matter.  That’s not to say that 
you will get in - it will be a tough 
process - but you do stand a 
decent chance and you won’t have 
any regrets.  Your aptitude is clear 
and compares well nationally, and 
your education here at Loreto rivals 
that delivered in top independent 
schools; your results as a school 
are objectively excellent.  Through 
the very process of any brave 
application, you will learn more 
about yourself, identify what really 
matters to you, and hopefully get 
more confidence and motivation to 
go grab it.  

‘I feel strongly that there are also 
definite reasons that one shouldn’t 
use for applying to University - these 
lead to decisions perceived as safe 
or failure-proof.  One is geographic 
proximity, and another money.  For 

cultural, and usually not educational 
reasons, we tend to apply from 
Northern Irish schools to Northern 
Irish and Scottish universities, and 
often ignore English, Welsh and 
American universities, to name 
a few other obvious alternatives.  
This will be right for some, but 
geographic proximity is closely 
aligned with social proximity.  While 
being close to family and friends 
is clearly a comforting thought, 
forcing oneself to find a completely 
new set of friends and support 
network far from home, is one of 
life’s bravest decisions, and will 
be a great treasure.  At University, 
I studied in magnificent libraries, 
I experimented in stupendously 
well-equipped laboratories, I was 
taught by world leaders in the 
research that led to the textbooks, 
but it was from my fellow students, 
with a bewildering array of different 
backgrounds and interests, from 
whom I learned most.  Other people 
are more interesting than ourselves, 
and the more different they are, the 
more interesting they are.  Don’t 
be scared of failing socially - it will 
take time to meet those people you 
will be friends with for your whole 
lives.  Jump in with both feet.  Be 
the small fish in the big alien pond, 
watch what the other creatures 
do well, learn from them, and 
show them what you can do.  The 
chances are that you will all shape 
each other’s future for the better.  

‘With today’s student funding 
situation, money can easily appear 
to be a limiting issue, but it really 
isn’t.  You have the luxury and 
privilege of having some of the best 
universities in the world accessible 
to you, for very similar costs in 
the grand scheme of things.  The 
UK has 4 of the top 6 universities 
in the world (all English), 8 of the 
top 30 (7 English, 1 Scottish), and 
19 of the top 100 (16 English, 3 
Scottish).  You will only ever regret 
the student loan payback for the 
course that wasn’t right for you, and 
didn’t get you to where you want 

to be, whether the route is direct or 
not.  Would you rather have to pay 
something back for doing the third 
best business degree in the world 
that landed you your dream job, or 
the one hundred and third that did 
not?  Remember, your working life 
might be 50 years and take up the 
majority of your waking hours!  My 
best advice to you, on this front, 
channels Noel Coward: make sure 
your “work is more fun than fun.”  
Try and put yourself in the best 
possible position to achieve that.
 
‘I’ve gone on for long enough.  
Many of you, and I remember doing 
the same thing, will be sitting there 
unable to listen anyway because 
of a deep fear that you will trip up 
the stairs onto the stage when you 
come to collect your prizes.  Don’t 
worry - try and remember: what’s 
the worst that could happen from 
such perceived failure?  Your prize 
will be there for you to be proud of 
forever and we’ll all applaud your 
success.  Moreover, your tripping 
up the stairs will be even more 
important: it will be something 
you will laugh about for years with 
friends, something you will tell your 
grandchildren.  Failure is the best 
thing that could ever happen to you.  
If you don’t believe me, perhaps 
you will believe Rihanna’s tattoo - 
never a failure, always a lesson - or 
J.K. Rowling, speaking at this year’s 
Harvard graduation:

‘“Failure gave me an inner security 
that I had never attained by passing 
examinations.  Failure taught me 
things about myself that I could 
have learned no other way… Such 
knowledge is a true gift, for all 
that it is painfully won, and it has 
been worth more to me than any 
qualification I ever earned.”
 
‘Let me end by congratulating 
all of you for being the best and 
the brightest in Loreto.  Let me 
congratulate you on being among 
the best and brightest in the 
country.  Go forth, shine brightly, fall 
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flat on your face, fail spectacularly, 
and make a difference.’

Welcoming Prizewinners, parents, 
staff, members of the College’s 
Board of Governors and members 
of the Loreto Community to the 
Prizegiving, Loreto College Principal 
Mr Michael James said:

“You are all very welcome to our 
Senior Prize-giving as we take time 
to reflect on the past academic 
year. A year that, in many ways, has 
been a very challenging year for the 
College. As a school community, 
we have not only had to deal with 
the normal academic challenges; 
we have also, on too many 
occasions throughout the year, had 
to deal with the death of pupils, staff 
members, parents of staff members 
and parents of pupils – all cherished 
members of our extended Loreto 
family. And just at the start of this 
academic year we were further 
stunned by the death of Michaela 
Harkin, a Y11 pupil. This week, 
again, we have attended the 
funerals for parents of pupils and 
our thoughts and prayers remain 
with these families at this sad time. 
We continue to remember and pray 
for our pupils, Michaela Harkin, 
Anna McAllister, Niamh McCloskey, 
and our teaching colleague, Mr 
Clarke Rice, and we pray for all of 
our extended family who have been 
touched by bereavement in any 
way.

“There is no doubt that each 
of these bereavements had a 
profound effect and presented a 
genuine challenge for us all and, 
as we continue to strive to come 
to terms with the distress and hurt 
caused by these deaths, I have 
been humbled and heartened 
by the response of our staff and 
students on each occasion. There 
has been a genuine sense of 
community and sharing, which has 
helped the friends and families of 
those who have been bereaved. 
From the depth of despair and 

adversity we have witnessed our 
true Loreto values and ethos. And 
although we have experienced 
so many deaths in this past year 
they have not characterised our 
year. Instead it has been the truly 
wonderful response from staff, from 
pupils and from parents that has 
defined our year. We have been 
drawn together in adversity and we 
have supported each other with 
compassion and understanding. 
The path ahead is not easy and is 
still full of challenges, but we will 
walk it together and we will continue 
to look out for and comfort each 
other.

“However in the midst of all our 
sadness and sorrow there has also 
been much to celebrate this year. 
In February, following a rigorous 
inspection, we were all affirmed 
by the Education and Training 
Inspectorate’s findings. They were 
hugely impressed with the overall 
quality of education in the school 
and gave particular recognition 
to our outstanding pastoral care 
provision as well as the leadership 
and management. We can all be 
very proud of the outcome of this 
inspection and we should take time 
to celebrate the inspectors’ report 
which recognises the undoubted 
strengths of the school and 
confirms our position as a leading 
school in the area. As ever, the 
challenge for us now is to maintain 
and build on these very high 
standards, although we do so in a 
background of educational flux and 
budgetary constraints. 

“As we begin this new academic 
year, there are yet more changes 
looming for our school. The area-
based planning development 
proposal, currently awaiting a 
decision by the Education Minister, 
identifies the changes for Catholic 
education in the wider Coleraine 
area and comes very shortly after 
the changes made in the controlled 
sector. Acceptance of this proposal 
would mean that from September 

2016 Loreto and Dominican 
Colleges will expand, with a phased 
closure of St Joseph’s College 
and Dominican College moving 
away from academic selection. 
This will obviously mean changes 
for all three schools and any 
change is always challenging. 
However, it does also provide new 
opportunities and here in Loreto 
we are always willing and ready 
to adapt to changes and to find 
ways that will allow us to harness 
the opportunities and maintain our 
position as the leading school in the 
area. We are confident that, with 
the help of our parents and pupils, 
we will ensure that Loreto College 
Coleraine remains a beacon for 
education for many more years to 
come.

“Having already made the move 
away from academic selection, 
the change facing Loreto is an 
expansion of its numbers, to allow 
more pupils to access a Loreto 
education. This is a very positive 
endorsement of the school and the 
quality of education it provides. It 
is also the outworking of our move 
away from academic selection, 
with the increased enrolment of 
the college allowing us to provide a 
broader curriculum offer, designed 
to meet the needs of all students, 
focussing on educating the 
individual and allowing each person 
to achieve excellence according to 
their own standards.

“Loreto education emphasises 
the importance of the quality of 
relationships within and beyond 
the school and we have seen 
this during the challenges of the 
previous year. Loreto education is 
value driven and these values are 
at the core of everything we do. As 
we celebrated the 85th anniversary 
of Loreto College in Coleraine 
and began our fund raising efforts 
to renovate the Convent House, 
these Loreto values were brought 
in to sharp focus by the warmth 
and depth of the response from 

past pupils and friends. The Ball in 
March and the Coffee Morning in 
May were wonderful occasions and 
really highlighted the affection that 
exists for our Loreto Sisters and 
the school they created.  As we 
move forward next year, these fund 
raising activities will be key to our 
future success. We are very proud 
of the history and heritage that 
the Convent provides, but we also 
have a strong belief that our Loreto 
identity is not something static that 
is locked in the past or in bricks and 
mortar. It is a dynamic reality that 
requires us to respond creatively to 
the changing needs of our time. We 
are delighted that our Loreto Sisters 
remain such a vibrant presence in 
Coleraine and that they retain close 
contact with us here in our school. 
As ever, they remain our inspiration 
both spiritually and educationally.

“Change can be unsettling and, in 
the midst of the proposed changes, 
it is important for us to concentrate 
on our pupils and on the teaching 
and learning that goes on in the 
classroom, the focus for all that we 
do here in school. The proposed 
changes will evolve and develop 
in a structured and a planned way 
and continue to build on current 
good practice, allowing us to 
retain the very high standards in 
everything we do. We will continue 
to have the same high expectations 
for academic performances; for 
uniform, for behaviour, for manners 
and for respect. Our characteristic 
ethos remains part of our rich 
Loreto tradition and we are pleased 
that the proposals seek to preserve 
this ethos by developing Loreto 
College as the single Catholic post-
primary school in Coleraine.  

“However, we would be complacent 
and foolish to take anything for 
granted, and so we have been 
planning and preparing for these 
changes over the last number 
of years. Our move away from 
academic selection was part of 
this preparation and, having now 

completed two years of intake 
without academic selection, we 
remain confident in our ability to 
navigate the changes ahead. As 
I consider our current groups of 
students and as we gather this 
evening to celebrate this past year’s 
successes, I know we continue 
to develop true Loreto students, 
students who share in our traditional 
values and who strive for spirituality 
and excellence in everything they 
do. Students who are ready and 
willing to go out in to the world 
and to make a difference in their 
chosen field. As we move forward, 
I have every confidence that we 
can rise to the challenges, seize the 
opportunities and continue to offer a 
wide variety of pathways and a first 
class education to all the pupils who 
come to us and we will continue to 
do so within the ethos and value 
system that has inspired countless 
generations of previous Loreto 
students.

“Of course the academic 
achievement of our students will still 
have great significance and that is 
why we take time today to celebrate 
the achievements of students who 
have excelled in some way in this 
current academic year. It is very 
important that we as staff, pupils 
and parents have this opportunity 
to celebrate and take pride in the 
achievements of our school. By 
working to the best of our ability 
and doing the simple things well, 
we can all achieve great things. 
I congratulate all our successful 
students for their industry and 
hard work throughout the year 
and in particular in the external 
examinations. 

“Our students have continued to 
perform extremely well in these 
recent public examinations - the 
number of students receiving prizes 
tonight bears testimony to this. 
74.3% of students achieved the key 
criteria of 3+ A levels at grades A-C, 
with 100% of all students achieving 
two or more grades A*-E and 97% 

of all students achieving three or 
more grades A*-E. 41.5% of all 
grades achieved were A or A* and 
74% (that’s almost three quarters) 
of all grades achieved were grade 
B or better. Amongst our top 
performers, 16 students attained 
the remarkable standard of 3 A 
grades or better, with Caolan O’Neill 
and Annie McBride both achieving 
the fantastic feat of 3 A* grades at 
A Level. 

“The results of our GCSE students 
remain extremely high with 100% 
of all students achieving five or 
more grades A*-C and 98.3% 
of all students achieving seven 
or more grades A*-C including 
English and Mathematics. Indeed 
77.3% achieved seven or more 
grades A*-B including English and 
Mathematics (which is again over 
three quarters of students). Our 
students continued to perform 
exceptionally well in the top grades 
achieved this year, with 53.8% of 
all grades achieved being A or A* 
and 82.6% of all grades achieved 
being grade B or better. 47% of our 
GCSE students gained 6 A grades 
or better, making these results 
amongst the best ever achieved 
by the school. On an individual 
level, Aidan O’Boyle and Emily 
Moore both gained 10 A*s - a truly 
wonderful achievement. 

“In external examinations Rosanna 
McAleese was second in Northern 
Ireland in A Level Economics. 
Therese Mullaghan achieved 1st in 
Northern Ireland Drama with Dylan 
Johnston placed 3rd in Additional 
Mathematics. Congratulations to 
these students and to their teachers 
for such wonderful performances.

“However, school life is about much 
more than academic achievements, 
important as they are. It is about 
equipping young people with the 
skills, attributes and personal 
experiences to grow into confident 
and fully-rounded individuals.  
As ever, I am delighted with the 
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participation of our pupils in school 
life.  Participation in extracurricular 
activities brings a great richness 
and diversity to the school, not to 
mention the numerous successes.  
This year, again, has been hugely 
successful in a range of areas, 
whether it is the wonderful musical, 
singing and acting talents on display 
throughout the year or the heroic 
efforts of our many sports men and 
women. 

“We have again had great success 
in Gaelic games, with the junior 
hurlers retaining the Brother Mallon 
Cup and the Y9 Gaelic Football 
Team winning the Irish News Cup 
for the first time. The Y12 Gaelic 
footballers narrowly missed out on 
winning a first senior Ulster title, 
when they agonisingly lost by a 
single point to St Michael’s Lurgan 
in the final of the Rafferty Cup. 
Our Camogs competed valiantly 
at all levels, having moved up a 
grade in the previous year. The 
Y8, Y9 and Y10 soccer teams all 
won their respective Coleraine and 
District Leagues, whilst the Senior 
teams all finished runners up in 
their competitions - a fantastic 
achievement for all concerned. 
The Y8 girls won the Coleraine and 
District Minor Netball title, whilst 
the Y9 girls won the NEBBSA 
netball tournament. Following 
these successes, six pupils from 
Y8 & Y9 were selected for the 
regional netball squad. In cross-
country, Niamh Carr completed 
a memorable year by gaining a 
place on the Irish team, following 
strong performances which saw her 
finish 6th at All-Ireland level, 3rd at 
Ulster level and 1st at District level. 
Our intermediate girls team also 
performed well, reaching the all-
Ireland finals, having finished 3rd in 
Ulster. Tolu Jide Ojo won the annual 
Y8 Mary McCabe cross-country 
race and Danny McGarry won the 
Y8 boys’ race. Both went on to 
perform well at district level. 

“In individual sports, Isaac 
Beresford became Northern Ireland 
Champion in Chujo Karate, whilst 
Emma Mullan and Aidan O’Boyle 
both competed for Northern Ireland, 
with Aidan gaining a UK title. This 
October Emma will become the 
youngest ever competitor at the 
World Championships and we wish 
her well in this. Anna Mc Dowell 
made the Northern Irish team in 
Cheerleading and in swimming; 
Finn Mc Ewan became the Ulster 
Grammar School Breaststroke 
Champion and won a bronze medal 
in the overall Ulster Championships. 

“Away from sport, a group of 
Y10 students won the Innovation 
Prize in a competition to design 
a Mobile App.  Aaron Lestas and 
Eve Gardiner were runners up 
in the annual Mary Ward Public 
Speaking Competition and Eve’s 
sister, Rhianna, took first place in 
the regional heat of the Soroptimist 
International Youth Public speaking 
Competition. Aaron also won a 
prize in the Northern Ireland Anti-
bullying Art competition, whilst 
Oliwia Widuto took second prize in 
the prestigious, Texaco all-Ireland 
art competition. The President’s/
Duke of Edinburgh Award is well 
established with over twenty 
students regularly completing their 
silver awards in school and many 
going on to complete gold with 
independent providers.

“In music, twenty six students 
received distinctions in their Trinity 
piano, singing or theory exams. The 
Senior and Junior Choirs performed 
extremely well throughout the 
year, with the Junior Choir 
winning first prize at the Bangor 
international Festival. Conall Ennis, 
an AS music student and previous 
winner of Loreto’s Got Talent, 
came second in the ‘School’s 
Hidden Talent Competition’ and 
our Siansa traditional group ‘Tigh 
Tara’ won through from Ulster and 
competed at all-Ireland level, as 

well as performing to tremendous 
acclaim at the Loreto Ball. Along 
with our traditional musicians and 
dancers, individual musicians, 
singers, the Junior and Senior 
Choirs and the School Orchestra, 
they also entertained large crowds 
at the annual Spring Concert. Our 
Christmas Carol service was held in 
St John’s Church for the first time 
and provided a fitting beginning to 
our Christmas celebrations.

“Y11 student, Pearse Donaghy, 
gained a part in the Youth Music 
Theatre UK’s production of 
Gulliver’s Travels in the Lyric 
Theatre over the summer. Pearse 
can soon be seen treading the 
boards here in Loreto as Friedrich 
in our very own production of 
The Sound of Music - and with 
rehearsals on-going I can certainly 
say that if not the hills, then 
definitely our assembly hall is alive 
with the Sound of Music. It is now 
50 years since the film first graced 
our screens and currently enjoying a 
revival, the music and songs remain 
as popular as ever. We are all really 
looking forward to another excellent 
production and, as Mr Gallagher 
mentioned, tickets are on sale from 
next week. We would advise early 
booking not to miss out and hope 
that you will all be able to join us in 
October. It promises to be a great 
occasion. 

“In any year there are so many 
activities and I have been only 
able to mention some of them this 
evening. However, I would like to 
thank all the teachers and staff 
members who give so freely of their 
time to support all these various 
activities and sports. It is only 
through their selfless dedication 
and commitment that it is possible 
for these to happen at all. I am so 
grateful that our staff continue to 
go that extra mile to provide these 
extra-curricular opportunities, which 
mean so much to our pupils.

“Our Loreto education is not simply 
measured by the examination 
certificates gained or what matches 
have been won or lost. What is 
much more important is how our 
pupils mature and develop and how 
they use their talents and abilities 
to help others.  One of the ways 
in which we can all contribute to 
this in school is our support for 
the school’s designated charities 
and by contributing to these 
charities we are, in a small way, 
supporting those less fortunate 
than ourselves. Working together 
for others creates a genuine sense 
of community and this year we 
have again raised record amounts 
of money for many different 
charities, including Trocaire, 
Lepra, the Christmas Shoe Box 
Appeal and The Children’s Cancer 
Fund, as well as our own Loreto 
missions. I would like to thank and 
congratulate all our students and 
staff for their commitment to those 
less fortunate and in need of our 
help. I am humbled each year by 
the generosity of our students and 
the dedication of our staff, but in 
particular I would like to thank Mrs 
McCool, who coordinates all our 
charity events.

“Once again, on your behalf, I want 
to thank all of our staff for their 
continued professionalism and 
commitment. But more than that, 
I want to truly thank them for their 
basic humanity and their care for 
each other and for our pupils. They 
are an incredibly compassionate 
and considerate group of people 
and I am convinced that there is no 
finer body of teachers in any school. 
I feel extremely proud and honoured 
to have them as colleagues and 
as friends. I am confident that they 
provide a truly outstanding level of 
service and I commend them to you 
and thank them on your behalf. 

“Thanks also to our visiting Priests 
and the Religious Education 
Department for the time and effort 
they put into organising our liturgies 

and retreats throughout the year. 
These are all central to our Catholic 
ethos and in times of need they 
have provided a focus for us all to 
come together and share in prayer 
and reflection. In particular I would 
like to thank Fr Mc Cullough and 
Mr Conroy. Time and again they 
have found the words to express 
the feelings of our whole community 
and we are indebted to them for 
their ability to find the right words in 
the most difficult of circumstances 
and usually at short notice.

“We also take time to thank those 
staff members who have moved 
on to pastures new and to different 
challenges. Bean Ui Mhianain has 
been Head of Irish for almost fifteen 
years and is now moving on to help 
set up the Irish Medium school in 
Dungiven. She has been a vibrant 
and enthusiastic teacher throughout 
her time in Loreto and, although 
we will miss her, we wish her well 
in her endeavours. Mr Otterson 
retired from the school at the end 
of December. A Senior Technician 
in the school, he also helped out 
with lighting, sound and all sorts of 
technical equipment, as well as a 
performing a myriad of other tasks 
around the school. We will again 
miss his expertise, but we will miss 
his good humour, his willing attitude 
and his basic humanity even more. 
We wish him well in his retirement.

“As ever, all our support staff play a 
vitally important role in maintaining 
the quality of services, buildings 
and grounds.  My thanks to all our 
support staff for the wonderful job 
they do. In particular, thanks to 
Mrs McDonnell, the Librarian; Mrs 
West our Senior Study Supervisor, 
Mr Lynn, the Bursar and Mrs 
McGuckian, the Bursar’s assistant; 
Mrs Dougan, my own secretary; 
Miss Stewart, Office Manager; 
Mrs Young on behalf of all the 
technicians; Mrs Johnston on behalf 
of all the Classroom Assistants; 
Mr Weir our Caretaker; Mr Turner, 
Groundsman and Miss McCann, 

Head Cook on behalf of all the 
canteen staff.  

“My thanks also to our Governors, 
who more and more give so 
generously of their time and 
expertise on your behalf.  They are 
often required to make onerous 
decisions in the best interests of 
the College and its students. As 
we face the challenges presented 
by the development proposal, their 
expertise will be needed more than 
ever.

“My thanks, as always, to the 
Loreto Community both here in 
Coleraine and further afield. Their 
prayers and support this year have 
been a valuable source of strength 
and comfort. We look forward to 
their continued presence in the 
school in the future.

“Finally, my thanks to you, 
the parents and pupils, for 
your cooperation and support 
throughout the year. Our school 
is a truly special place and I have 
no doubt that it is our students 
who make it so wonderful. Young 
people sometimes get a bad press 
and are blamed for the difficulties 
in our society, but my experience 
could not be further from this.  
Every day I am impressed with the 
courtesy and pleasant manner of 
our students. I am proud to be 
their Principal and know they are all 
important members of our school, 
with their own special talents and 
qualities. They are the future of our 
society and, as I look out at this 
group gathered here tonight, I know 
that the future is in good hands. 
Thank you all for making our school 
so special.”

The Prizes were distributed as 
follows, presented by guest speaker 
Dr Gary Doherty, Chairperson of 
the Loreto Board of Governors Dr 
Mary Mullan, and members of the 
College’s Senior Leadership Team 
and various Heads of Year and 
Heads of Department:
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Other Awards

1 The Patricia McDermott Memorial Trophy for achievement in GCSE English:  Aoife Keane  
2 The Macaulay, O’Neill & Martin Perpetual Cup for achievement in GCSE Mathematics:  Emily Moore   
3 The BKS Perpetual Trophy for contribution to A Level Geography:  Carla Armstrong 
4 The Clarke Rice Memorial Cup for Outstanding Achievement in A Level Computing:  Adam Kwong
5 The AVX Computer Awards for achievement in Computer Project: A Level  Shleena Nazeer  
          GCSE  Aoife Keane
6 The Stanleigh Cup for achievement in Music:  Eimear Dillon 
7 The McGeown Cup for outstanding achievement in A-Level Economics:  Matthew McGee   
8 The Ryan McCloskey Memorial Cup for most improved student in Economics:  Catherine McNicholl   
9 The N & N Trophies’ Cup for achievement in A-Level Art and Design:  Nicole Meehan   
10 The Michael Clarke Memorial Cup for achievement in Drama presented by Yr14 students 2002-2003: Lucas Levy
11 The Bank of Ireland Trophy for achievement in A Level Home Economics:  Clodagh Rainey    
12 The Dankse Bank Award for achievement in A-Level Physics:  Annie McBride   

 The following awards are for outstanding achievement in individual subjects:
13 The Physical Sciences Award:  Annie McBride  
14 A-Level Chemistry:  Ciara Dinsmore    
15 A-Level Biology:  Annie McBride  
16 A-Level Government and Politics:  Conor O’Neill    
17 A-Level History:  Jordan Kelly   
18 A-Level Religious Education:  Caolan O’Neill    
19 A-Level Mathematics:  Ciara Dinsmore  
20 A-Level English Language:  Caolan O’Neill  
21 A-Level English Literature:  Caolan O’Neill  
22 A-Level Spanish:  Nicole McNicholl 
23 A-Level French:  Dairine Forsythe 
24 Corn Bhrugha for Irish:  Claire Rafferty
25 A-Level Design and Technology Project:  Jack Danton
26 Award for the best article in school magazine:  Aoife Keane  
27 Public Speaking Award:  Rhianna Gardiner
28 Sports Captains 2014-2015:  Frank Dillon, Simon Purvis, Catherine McNicholl, Claire Rafferty
29 Sports Person of the Year, recipient of the Louise McLaughlin Trophy for outstanding contribution to Sporting 
Life of the College:  Frank Dillon, Catherine McNicholl
30 The Mother Rose Cup for best Female Athlete in Yr 11:  Riona Pauling  
31 Award for best Male Athlete in Yr11:  Cahir Boyle
32 Award for outstanding achievement representing the College in sport at National Level:  Emma Mullan 
33 O’Doherty Cup Player of the Year: Oisin Quinn
34 Loreto Challenge Gold: Mairead Carey Clodagh McBride Payton Mullan
  Eimear Dillon Ceara Mellon Conor O’Neill
  Adam Kwong Emma Mullan Clodagh Rainey
35 For Full Attendance in 2014 - 2015 academic year: 
 Niamh Doherty Niamh McElhinney Connor Doherty Janosch Railton
 Caitlin Ferris Shane McIntyre Shannon Donaghy Peter Rogan
 Paulina Gawronska Odhran McNicholl Ryan Florida-James Daniel Connolly
 Grace McAlinden Cariosa O’Harte James Gillen Eimear Dillon
 Oonagh McAlister Ciaran Parahoo Conor McFeely Lucas Levy
 Aoife Boorman Shaun Wallace Eimear McKeown Rory McCormick
 Harry Butcher James Breslin Sinead McLaughlin Hannah McMullan
 Darcy Kelly Michael Coyle Jack O’Doherty Kurt Wilson
 Cormac McCarry Danielle Dempsey Conor Pauling

 Year 14 Academic Awards
 Carla Armstrong Louise Hickey Maria McLaughlin Brega Mullan
 Mairead Carey Jordan Kelly Hannah McMullan Shaciara O’Kane
 Cliodhna Devlin Nicola McAllister Joseph McNerlin Caolan O’Neill
 Eimear Dillon Annie McBride Catherine McNicholl Conor O’Neill
 Ciara Dinsmore Matthew McGee Meadhbh McReynolds Simon Purvis
 Roisin Dooley-Nealis Sarah-Jayme McGill Geraldine Mellon Caitlin Richardson
 Ronan Eaton Rebecca Jayne McKillen Ellen Moloney

 Year 13 Academic Awards
 Oran Barton Siofra Gillan Mark McKillen Orla Rafferty
 Antonia Boorman James Gillen Shay McLaughlin Peter Rogan
 Connor Boyle Niall Hunter Christine McNally Chloe Stewart
 Elaine Boyle Dylan Johnston Lauren McNicholl Ellen Tracey
 Cara Doherty Ryan Kane Sean Mullan Daniel White
 Shannon Donaghy Saachi Khullar Jessica O’Brien Rachel Wilkinson
 Megan Downey Carla McErlean Jack O’Doherty 
 Ryan Florida-James Eimear McKeown Olaoluwatofunmi Owolabi

 Year 12 Academic Awards
 Naomi Anderson Emma Crossley Clodagh McGahon Daniel O’Kane
 Connie Baxter-Mulvenna Daniel Dallat Anna McGuigan Lauren O’Kane
 Aoife Boorman Michael Dallat Reece McKeever John-Joe O’Neill
 Aidan Boyle Fergal Dillon Cain McKendry Sarah Purvis
 Kate Bradley Shauna Doherty Tara McLarnon Sean Quinn
 Oran Bradley Aoife Keane Kate McLaughlin Aideen Reid
 Emmett Brolly Darcey Kelly Katherine McMullan Eliza Richardson
 Kate Bucukoglu Michael Lagan Bronagh McNicholl John Smyth
 Emily Cameron Mollie Maguire Odhran McNicholl Kathryn Taggart
 Eoin Canning Emma Martin Emily Moore Jane Telford
 Niamh Carlin Maggie McBride Niamh Morrison Orlaigh Toner
 Aoife Carr Cormac McCarry Aoife Mullan Oliwia Widuto
 Mark Cassidy Una McCloskey Daire Mullan 
 Caitlin Cosgrove Niamh McElhinney Aidan O’Boyle 
 Conor Craig Caitlin McFall Cariosa O’Harte

 Year 11 Academic Awards
 Casey Black Matthew Connolly Nicole Kelly Anna Morrison
 Niamh Boorman Sarah Dillon Shauna Kelly Emma Mullan
 Cahir Boyle Niamh Doherty Finn Lestas Mary Mullan
 Dominic Bradley Sean Doherty Hannah Magee Shakeera Nazeer
 Molly Brennan Kristian Hoy Oonagh McAlister Oisin O’Harte
 Oisin Brennan Callum Johnston Roisin McMorrough Shannon O’Kane
 Maeve Burns Aoife Kelly James McReynolds Elizabeth White
 Fearghal Close Caoimhe Kelly Sarah Moore Ciara Wilkinson

 Year 11 Diligence 11A Aimee Quigg Year 11 Co-operation  11A Rebecca Dillon
   11B Roslyn Sinclair & Leadership 11B Cahir Hasson
  11C Daniel Walton  11C Oonagh McAlister 
  11D Shannon O’Kane  11D Mary Mullan  
  11E Blanaid Kealey  11E Sarah Dillon

 Year 12 Diligence 12A Lauren O’Kane Year 12 Co-operation  12A Cariosa O’Harte
   12B Sean McGill & Leadership 12B Dominika Dutkiewicz
  12C Reece McKeever  12C Clodagh McGahon
  12D Anna McGuigan  12D Aideen Reid
  12E Francesca Watson  12E Aidan Boyle
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Year 14 Academic Award winners at Loreto College Senior Prizegiving, 
with College Principal Mr Michael James and guest speaker Dr Gary Doherty.

Senior Prefects 2014-2015
Carla Armstrong Clodagh McBride Emma Mullan Lucas Levy
Victoria Bell Katie McCullough Payton Mullan Ronan McCarry
Mairead Carey Sarah-Jayne McGill Shaciara O’Kane Paul McFerran
Courtney Cox Tiarna McGinty Claire Rafferty Matthew McGee
Eimear Dillon Shauna McIlfatrick Clodagh Rainey Conal McGinley
Ciara Dinsmore Hannah McMullan Caitlin Richardson Joseph McNerlin
Niamh Doherty Maria McQuillan Thomas Bacon Caolan O’Neill
Roisin Dooley-Nealis Catherine McNicholl Niall Browne Conall Owens
Niamh Kearney Meabhdh McReynolds Patrick Clarke Simon Purvis
Sinead Kerr Ceara Mellon Daniel Connolly Clarke Telford
Brogan Mailey Geraldine Mellon Frank Dillon 
Annie McBride Brega Mullan Ronan Eaton

 Special Awards
 The Teresa Ball Trophy for Commitment and Spirit:  Ronan Eaton, Ceara Mellon
 The Kathleen Toner Memorial Cup:  Hal McGonigle  
 The Ciara McLaughlin Memorial Cup:  Chloe Platt 
 The Principal’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in GCSE:  Aidan O’Boyle, Emily Moore
 The Principal’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in A-Level:  Annie McBride, Caolan O’Neill
 For outstanding contribution to the Loreto Ethos in GCSE years:  Aoife Kelly 
 For outstanding contribution to the Loreto Ethos in A Level years:  Eimear Dillon

 Deputy Head Boy Deputy Head Girl Head Boy Head Girl

 Hal McGonigle Maria McLaughlin Conor O’Neill Rebecca Jayne McKillen

To conclude the evening, the 2014-15 Head Boy, Conor O’Neill, spoke with passion and conviction of the 
memories he had formed at Loreto, paying tribute to the College’s teaching staff and to his fellow students for 
the vast range of academic and social lessons he had learned.  The current Head Boy, Ryan Florida-James, paid 
tribute to the guest speaker, Dr Gary Doherty, who was presented with a gift by Head Girl, Orla Rafferty.

A Level Subject Award winners at Loreto College Senior Prizegiving,
with College Principal Mr Michael James and guest speaker Dr Gary Doherty.

Caolan O’Neill, joint winner with Annie McBride of the A Level Principal’s Award 
at Loreto College Senior Prizegiving, with College Principal Mr Michael James.
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Adam Kwong, winner of the Clarke Rice Memorial Cup 
for Outstanding Achievement in A Level Computing, 

with Mrs Alison Rice.

Winners of the Awards for Outstanding Contribution 
to the Loreto Ethos at Loreto College 

Senior Prizegiving: Eimear Dillon (A Level Years) 
and Aoife Kelly (GCSE Years).

Winners of Special Awards at Loreto College’s Senior Prizegiving, with College 
Principal Mr Michael James and guest speaker Dr Gary Doherty.

Year 11 Academic Award winners at Loreto College Senior Prizegiving, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 12 Academic Award winners at Loreto College Senior Prizegiving, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 13 Academic Award winners at Loreto College Senior Prizegiving, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Loreto College’s Head Girl, Orla Rafferty, 
and Head Boy, Ryan Florida-James, 
at the College’s Senior Prizegiving.

Emily Moore and Aidan O’Boyle, 
winners of the GCSE Principal’s Award at 

Loreto College Senior Prizegiving, 
with College Principal Mr Michael James.
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Year 11 and Year 12 students who won awards for Diligence and Co-operation and Leadership 
at Loreto College Senior Prizegiving, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Good evening ladies and gentlemen. After what feels 
like truly countless assemblies, it is with disbelief that 
I stand here and speak in front of this hall for the last 
time but, as they say all good things must come to 
an end. I have loved my last seven years in Loreto 
more than I could ever express in words and yet that 
is exactly what I find myself trying to do tonight. The 
extraordinary pupils that sit in front of me tonight will 
tell any of you of the unparalleled stress that exams 
and assignments can bring and I would too. When 
you are in the middle of it all you see school as the 
reason for all this stress, yet now that I have taken 
a step away from Loreto and looked back on my 
time here, I now realise that it was only because of 
Loreto that we were able to deal with all the academic 
pressure and succeed but, most importantly, remain 
happy in the face of it all.

I am a keen admirer of Oscar Wilde and his work and 
I believe that he has important lessons to teach us 
all about education. Anyone who knows me will be 
sick and tired of hearing this quote but I’m going to 
say it again: he once said that, “To define is to limit.” 
It’s an incredibly short yet powerful line for me as 
the moment that you define yourself as one single 
thing then you are limiting yourself to opportunity 
and the same is true for education. Loreto will never 
be defined as simply a “school” for that conjures an 
image of children only present to learn about their 
academic subjects and gain nothing else in the 
process. That is a far cry from what this marvellous 
institution is about. As parents, you see your children 
come to Loreto as exactly that: children, but leave as 
young adults, full of hope, love and ambition, ready to 
take on the world. That transformation and growth in 
a young person is invaluable by any standards.

However, that world can often be a cruel and unjust 
place and, no matter who you are, it is unwise to 
face its perils alone. Unfortunately for the school, this 
past year has been relentless like no other in terms 
of tragedy and even in this past week the Loreto 
community have experienced yet more heartache. Yet 
out of these tragedies blossoms an incredible amount 
of love and support from the entire Loreto community. 
I believe that the amazing level of pastoral care in the 
school is an innate nature in each member of staff so 
much so that it rubs off on the pupils and so, when 
hardship arises within Loreto, you can be assured that 
the network of love and support that is around those 
in grief is uniquely beautiful and comforting.

It is with this fantastic ethos that Loreto continues 
to move forward, pushing the very boundaries of 
education. This progress is guided by an incredible 
team of teaching staff and senior leadership but who 
have no illusions about the challenges facing the 
college over the next number of years. In the past 

year, I have gotten to know a lot of pupils outside 
of my own year group and, as I look at you all now, 
I feel confident that you will continue to uphold the 
implausible name that Loreto’s senior school holds 
and help forge a bright future. Yet this would not 
be possible if the values shared by Loreto were 
not mutual with so many families that make up the 
backbone of the college, so I thank you all for being 
so supportive and understanding. 

It is vital within education that pupils are not insulated 
from the contradictions, the insecurities, the false 
hopes and the dangers that are out there in the world. 
But what must be done, and is being done here in 
Loreto, is an offer of solidarity, community, shared 
aims and values, common interests and quality 
friendships based on freedom, justice, sincerity and 
joy. Marcus Aurelius wrote, “You have power over 
your mind - not outside events. Realise this and 
you will find strength.” The human mind is powerful 
but with a Loreto education, it is something entirely 
different, something infinitely more valuable. The world 
truly does become your oyster.

In conclusion, I believe it was no coincidence that I 
was a pupil of Loreto when I was and I met the people 
I did, all of which will shape the rest of my life. I now 
wish Ryan and Orla the very best of luck in the year 
to come; I hope that these two incredible examples 
of Loreto pupils enjoy the year ahead as much as 
I did. To the pupils here tonight, good luck in your 
endeavours and remember to learn enthusiastically 
and love unconditionally. Thank you to you all for 
coming tonight, goodnight and God bless.

HEAD BOY’S SPEECH

Four students from Loreto College Coleraine have 
been recognised among the very top students 
achieving A* grades in a variety of subjects in last 
summer’s CCEA GCSE examinations.

Emily Moore was placed First in CCEA GCSE 
Physics and Joint First in CCEA Further 
Mathematics, while Maggie McBride was placed 
Joint First in CCEA GCSE Economics and Joint 
Third in CCEA CGSE Geography.   Emily Moore 
also scored an outstanding 400/400 UMS points 
in GCSE Spanish. In a remarkable second success 
for the Economics Department, Cariosa O’Harte 

was placed Second in 
CCEA GCSE Economics.  
Accomplished sportswoman 
Aoife Carr was placed 
Second in CCEA GCSE 
Physical Education.   All 
four students have now 

EXAMINATION ACCOLADES FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

begun their A Level studies at Loreto College. 

From the Year 14 class of 2015, Carla Armstrong was 
placed sixth in A Level Geography: congratulations to 
Carla and her teachers Miss Curry, Mrs McGreevy and 
Miss Dixon.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated all 
four students and their teachers: 
Mrs M Mackle (Mathematics), Mrs 
K Brolly (Physics), Miss B Toner and 
Mrs A O’Harte (Economics), Mrs 
E.A. Curry (Geography) and Mr P 
Byrne (Physical Education) on these 
wonderful achievements, on behalf 
of all the staff and students of the 
College.

SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR BREGA

Congratulations to Brega 
Mullan of the Year 14 
class of 2015, who 
has been awarded a 
Sports Scholarship at 
Newcastle University.  
Brega has rowed 
for Ireland as well 
as maintaining a 

distinguished academic 
record: we wish her 

every success and 
happiness in her 

university studies. 
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MERIT AWARDS DISTRIBUTED AT LORETO COLLEGE ASSEMBLY

Bronze Merit Award certificates have been presented
to students from Years 8-10 at Loreto College 
Coleraine at a special Merit Assembly.

The Merit Award rewards consistently excellent classwork, 
homework and conduct.  Certificates are presented 
at three levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold, and students 
collect nomination stamps on a regular basis from their 
subject teachers.  A special Assembly was held at 
Loreto College on Thursday 19th November to reward 
the students in Years 8-10 who have already gained 
sufficient Merit awards to attain their Bronze certificate.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to the students who had received their Bronze 
Merit Award, saying that undoubtedly the patterns of 
hard work and excellent behaviour would now translate 
into impressive results in the Christmas examinations.  
Mrs Maeve Close, co-ordinator of the Merit Award system at Loreto College, added that it was encouraging to see 
so many members of the Junior School receiving a Bronze Award so early in the academic year.

Loreto College Year 10 students who received Bronze Merit
Certificates, with College Principal Mr Michael James

Loreto College Year 9 students who received Bronze Merit Certificates

Loreto College Year 8 students who received Bronze Merit Certificates,
with their Head of Year Mrs Frances Pepin

As the academic year reached its mid-point in late 
January, a special Celebration Assembly was held 
at Loreto College to highlight the achievements and 
progress of the College’s Year 8 students.  This 
assembly aimed to celebrate the completion of the 
Year 8 pupils’ first term at Loreto and completion 
of their first performance review. The theme for the 
assembly was “Be The Best That You Can Be” and it 
was an opportunity to launch the next stage of self-
evaluation and target setting for Year 8.

In the first half of their first year, the Year 8 students 
have completed a set of examinations, contributed 
to the extra curricular life of the school, and worked 
together to form close-knit form class groups.  To 

YEAR 8 ACHIEVEMENTS CELEBRATED AT LORETO COLLEGE

Year 8 students who won awards for Academic Excellence, Exam Preparation, Progress and Form Teacher Prizes 
pictured with Mrs F Pepin (Head of Year) and Form Teachers Mr B Murphy, Miss J Galbraith, Mrs M McGreevy 

and Mrs M McAleese after their Celebration Assembly.

reward particularly outstanding performance, awards 
were presented for Academic Achievement, Exam 
Preparation, and Progress, as well as the Form 
Teacher Awards.

Vice Principal Miss Belinda Toner and Head of Year 
8 Mrs Frances Pepin spoke in praise of the Year 8 
students, and encouraged them to build upon the 
success of their initial months to excel further in the 
months ahead.  Miss Toner and Mrs Pepin were joined 
by Year 8 form tutors Mr B Murphy, Mrs M McGreevy, 
Miss J Galbraith and Mrs M McAleese in affirming the 
contribution that the students have already made to 
the life of Loreto College. 
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HEADS OF SCHOOL APPOINTED AT LORETO COLLEGE

Huge congratulations to Antonia Boorman 
(Year 14), who has won a coveted 
scholarship and unconditional offer to 
Minerva University, USA: https://www.
minerva.kgi.edu/

Antonia obtained an unconditional offer 
and a full scholarship based on merit, 
for “scoring in the highest national 
percentile in America on her SATs, whilst 
simultaneously achieving well in her AS 
Levels”, to attend Minerva University. 

Minerva is based in San Francisco for the first 
year, but then continues in Buenos Aires, Berlin, 
Bangalore, Seoul, Istanbul and London. This means 
that Antonia will have the incredible opportunity of 
studying throughout the world, immersing herself in 
various extraordinary cultures whilst studying under 
the guidance of her Ivy League professors (most 

as well as having contributed with 
generosity and commitment to 
the extra-curricular life of Loreto 
College. These four outstanding 
young leaders will work with a team 
of Senior Prefects selected from the 
current Year 13 group. The Head 
Boy and Head Girl will also lead the 
2016-17 Student Council.

Cariosa and Aidan, as Head Girl 
and Head Boy, will also lead the 
Sixth Form Council alongside their 

As the Spring Term drew to an end, 
Loreto College named its Heads of 
School for the 2016-2017 academic 
year.

The Head Girl for 2016-17 will be 
Cariosa O’Harte, who will work 
alongside Head Boy Aidan Boyle.  
Completing the Heads of School 
team will be Deputy Head Girl 
Maggie McBride and Deputy Head 
Boy Cormac McCarry.  All four 
hold impressive academic records 

Deputies Maggie and Cormac.  
They will be joined on this Council 
by students Kate Bradley, Aideen 
Reid, Conor Craig and Cain 
McKendry.  

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, wished all these 
outstanding sixth form students 
every success and happiness in 
these prestigious new roles, 
congratulating them on behalf of all 
the staff and students of the College.

originally from Brown, Stanford and Harvard).

Minerva’s acceptance rate is lower than 
that of the Ivy Leagues, at 1.9%, targeting 
a global variety of students. With over 
16,000 applications from 50 countries for 
306 places, Antonia comments that she 
was immensely shocked and honoured 
to discover that she was the only person 

selected to attend from Ireland (Republic 
and North): a huge achievement! Antonia 

adds that this was an offer which she could 
not refuse, so she has now enrolled and will be 

officially attending Minerva University from August 2016.

Antonia was congratulated on this superb achievement, 
and wished well on the next stage of her educational 
adventures, by Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, on behalf of all the staff and students of the 
College.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP FOR LORETO STUDENT

Bronze and Silver and Gold Merit Award certificates 
were presented to students from Years 8-10 at Loreto 
College Coleraine at a special Merit Assembly on 17th 
May.

Of a total of 200 Merit Awards given out at this 
Assembly, 41 Certificates were Gold Awards, 103 
Certificates were Silver Awards and 56 were Bronze 
Awards.  Congratulations to Kristian O’Hale and 
Cheyenne Corbett who were awarded their second 
Gold Certificates.

MERIT AWARDS DISTRIBUTED AT LORETO COLLEGE ASSEMBLY

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to the students who had received their Merit 
Awards, saying that undoubtedly the patterns of hard 
work and excellent behaviour would now translate into 
impressive results in the Summer examinations. Mrs 
Maeve Close, co-ordinator of the Merit Award system 
at Loreto College, added that it was encouraging to 
see so many members of the Junior School receiving 
these Awards in recognition of consistently excellent 
work and conduct.

Loreto College Year 8 students who were presented with Gold Merit Awards,
with Mrs Frances Pepin, Head of Year 8.

Loreto College Year 9 and Year 10 students who received Gold Merit Awards, 
with College Principal Mr Michael James
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GOLD MERIT TRIP 2016

All students who won Gold Merit Awards (some of these having won double Golds)
enjoyed a school trip to the Jet Centre as a reward on Thursday 16th June.

Loreto College Year 9 students who were presented with Silver Merit Awards,
with Mr Michael James, College Principal.

Loreto College Year 9 students who were presented with Silver Merit Awards,
with Mr Michael James, College Principal.

The annual Junior Prizegiving was 
held at Loreto College Coleraine 
on Tuesday 21st June, rewarding 
and celebrating the academic, 
extra-curricular, personal and 
inter-personal achievements of 
the College’s Junior students.  In 
particular, awards were presented 
to Year 10 students for their 
achievements and contribution 
to the life of the College as they 
prepare to begin their GCSE studies 
from next September.

Welcoming staff and Junior 
students to the Prizegiving, College 
Principal Mr Michael James said:

‘You are all very welcome to our 
Junior Prize-giving at the end of 
another very busy and productive 
year for the College, although 
another tinged with sadness. As we 
prepared for the start of this past 
academic year we were shocked 
with the news of the untimely 
death of Michaela Harkin, who 
was set to return and start her 
GCSEs with us. Her tragic death 
came shortly after the deaths of 
our other pupils Anna Mc Allister 
and Niamh McCloskey as well as 
that of teacher Mr Rice and once 
again, as a school community, 
we had to come to terms with 
the distress and hurt caused by 
this death. As ever I was very 
heartened by your response and 
the genuine sense of community 
that developed. Although we cannot 
fully understand the loss of these 
members of our school community, 
we recognise that we were enriched 
in some way by their presence and 
we continue to keep them in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

‘However, there has also been 
much to celebrate this year. Our 
academic achievements saw us top 
the GCSE league tables.  Various 
individuals and teams enjoyed 
sporting successes and who can 

LORETO COLLEGE REWARDS STUDENTS AT JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING

forget the wonderful musical and 
dramatic performances from the 
Sound of Music and the Spring 
Concert? We realise that each 
Loreto student brings a unique 
presence that adds so much to 
the life of the school and today we 
celebrate the talents and abilities of 
each and every one of our pupils. 
We hope that in the future they will 
be able to use these talents to help 
society and build a better future for 
everyone.

‘Loreto education emphasises the 
importance of relationships and is 
value driven. These values are at 
the core of everything we do here 
in school and, as ever, we are 
delighted that the Loreto Sisters still 
retain such a vibrant presence in 
Coleraine. They retain close contact 
with us here in school and remain 
our inspiration both spiritually and 
educationally. We are very proud 
of the Loreto Heritage they have 
created and we try to emulate the 
ideals of Mary Ward in all we do. 

‘Once again, as the year draws to a 
close, we face further challenges. A 
much reduced budget means that 
our curriculum faces restrictions 
and limits our ability to deliver the 
optimum range of subjects for our 
students.  The acceptance of the 
area-based planning development 
proposal means that in September 
2017 Loreto will begin to expand, 
St Joseph’s will begin a phased 
closure and Dominican College will 
begin to move away from academic 
selection. As always, in Loreto we 
are willing and ready to adapt to 
these changes and to find ways 
that will allow us to continue as the 
leading school in the area. 

‘Having already made the move 
away from academic selection, the 
change facing Loreto is a phased 
expansion of its numbers - a 
very positive endorsement of our 

school and the quality of education 
it provides. It also matches our 
Trustees’ vision and builds on 
our move away from academic 
selection. The increased enrolment 
of the college will allow us to 
provide a broader curriculum offer, 
designed to meet the needs of all 
students, focussing on educating 
the individual and allowing each 
person to achieve excellence 
according to their own standards. 
We continue to develop true 
Loreto students, who share in our 
traditional values and ethos and, 
as we move forward, I have every 
confidence that we can rise to the 
challenges, seize the opportunities 
and continue to offer a wide variety 
of opportunities and a first class 
education to all the pupils who 
come to us and we will continue to 
do so within the ethos and value 
system that has inspired countless 
generations of Loreto students.

‘Of course the academic 
achievement of our students still 
has great significance and so we 
take time today to celebrate the 
achievements of students who have 
excelled in some way in this current 
academic year. It is very important 
that we as staff and pupils have 
this opportunity to celebrate and 
take pride in the achievements of 
our school. I congratulate all our 
students for their industry and hard 
work throughout the year and in 
particular their preparation for the 
recent summer examinations.  

‘However, school life is about much 
more than academic achievements, 
important as they are. It is about 
educating the person as a whole 
and that is why I am delighted, once 
again, with your participation in 
the wider school life.  Participating 
in extracurricular activities brings 
a wealth of opportunities and 
develops friendships and skills that 
will last long after you have left 
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school.  This year, again, has been 
hugely successful in a range of 
areas and I congratulate all those 
who have participated throughout 
the year, as well as thanking the 
teachers who have given so freely 
of their time to help organise and 
run the various activities. 

‘Gaelic games have once again 
brought great success to the 
school with teams competing at 
all level in camogie, hurling and 
football. The junior hurlers won 
the Brother Mallon Cup for a third 
year in a row and congratulations 
must go to Mr Boyle and his team 
on such a fantastic achievement. 
Soccer teams competed at all 
levels in the Coleraine and District 
Leagues, whilst the Netball teams 
did likewise. The Y8 girls won the 
Coleraine and District Minor Netball 
title and the Y10 girls were runners 
up in their Netball league. As a 
result, several players were selected 
to play on the North Coast Regional 
Development squads and went on to 
represent Loreto at Regional level.  

‘In cross-country both the 
Intermediate Girls’ team and 
Tolu Jide Ojo (Year 9) qualified to 
represent Loreto at Ulster level 
with the Year 8 Boys finishing in 
a credible fourth place. A group 
of junior boys made history by 
becoming the College’s first 
competitive cricket team and 
acquitted themselves well in their 
opening matches. In individual 
sports, Aron Lestas took a silver 
and bronze medal at the Northern 
Ireland Karate Championships. In 
swimming Shannon Baird, took first 
place in Freestyle and third place in 
the Individual Medley, while fellow 
Year 8 student Alana Burns was 
third in Breaststroke, with Eoin 
Mullan, Year 9, taking first place in 
Butterfly. Rower, Connor McGillan 
(Year 9), was the winner of the 
Single Sculls at the Athlone Regatta, 
having previously won at the Belfast 
Sprints. Tara Laverty of Year 8, 
won the Junior Medal at Galgorm 

Golf Club and is in the Ulster Golf 
development squad.

‘Away from sport, Aron Lestas 
(Year 9) took first place in the 
annual Poetry Competition. Lisa 
Marie Benson and Euan Simpson 
(both Year 8) were runners up, with 
Savannah Corbett (Year 10) and 
Katie Mulholland (Year 8) in third 
place. Our Irish Department was 
thrilled when a Year 10 team took 
part in the Gael Linn Quiz, finishing 
in an outstanding second place in 
the Ulster Final.

‘Our production of “The Sound of 
Music” was certainly a highlight 
of the Autumn Term, with a 
week of sell-out performances 
and rave reviews all round. Well 
done and thank you to Mrs 
McEwan and Mr Gillespie for 
their inspirational guidance. The 
Junior Choir, conducted by Mrs 
Sharkey, won first prize at the 
prestigious Bangor International 
Festival for the second year in a 
row. A fantastic achievement for 
all concerned. A host of students 
obtained distinctions in their Trinity 
piano and singing exams and Jack 
Dihmis (Year 8) won the Roslynn 
McCourtney Challenge Cup  for 
Piano at the Portstewart Festival.

‘On your behalf I would like to 
thank the teachers and other 
staff members who give so freely 
of their time to support you in all 
these various activities and sports. 
It is only through their selfless 
dedication and commitment that it 
is possible for these to happen at 
all. As the school year comes to an 
end, I would encourage all of you 
to get involved next year in some of 
the many extra curricular activities 
that the school provides every 
day of every week.  You will have 
opportunities to make new friends, 
travel to different places, learn to 
be a team member and grow in 
confidence and self-belief.

‘In the future, however, the true test 

of your education will not be your 
examination certificates or what you 
have won and achieved. What will 
be much more important is how 
you have matured and developed 
as a person and how you use your 
talents and abilities to help others.  
One of the ways in which we all 
contribute to this in school is our 
support for the school’s designated 
charities and by contributing to 
these charities we are, in a small 
way, supporting those less fortunate 
than ourselves.  This year, a hugely 
impressive total of 272 shoeboxes 
were collected by Loreto students, 
to be sent to those in most need 
at Christmas. Likewise, our 
students responded magnificently 
to the Refugee Crisis Appeal, 
with donations being gathered by 
students in our Justice League. 
We have also continued to raise 
money for many different charities, 
including Trocaire, MS, SVP and 
The Children’s Cancer Fund, as well 
as our own Loreto missions. I would 
like to thank and congratulate you 
all for your commitment to those 
less fortunate and in need of our 
help and in particular I would like to 
commend Mrs McCool for her hard 
work and commitment coordinating 
all these efforts.

‘On your behalf, I want to say a 
special thank you to our teachers 
for their continued professionalism 
and commitment. I feel proud 
and honoured to have them as 
colleagues in our school and I am 
convinced that there is no finer staff 
in any school. I am confident that 
they provide a level of service that 
is truly outstanding and I commend 
them to you and thank them on 
your behalf. 

‘At this time of year we also take 
time to thank those staff members 
who will not be returning next 
year as they move on to pastures 
new and to different challenges. 
This year in particular we say 
a fond farewell to Mrs O’Kane 
and Mrs Nugent. Both of these 

teachers have served pupils in 
our school for over 25 years and 
their warmth, their generosity 
and their commitment to their 
students has been a hallmark of 
their time here in Coleraine. They 
will be truly missed and, although 
no-one is irreplaceable, it will be 
hard to replicate the care and the 
enthusiastic teaching they have 
shown throughout their time in 
Loreto. We will miss them both 
and wish them both well in their 
retirement.

‘My thanks to all our support staff 
for the wonderful job they do on 
your behalf. They play a vitally 
important role in maintaining the 
quality of services, buildings and 
grounds.  My thanks also to our 
Governors, who are required to 
make many important and difficult 
decisions on your behalf. They 

give so generously of their time 
and expertise and always have the 
best interests of the College and its 
students at heart. 

‘Thanks also to our visiting Priests 
and the Religious Education 
Department for the time and effort 
they put into organising our liturgies 
and retreats throughout the year. 
Their pastoral support during recent 
times of crises has been wonderful 
and is greatly appreciated. In times 
of need they have provided a focus 
for us all to come together and 
share in prayer and reflection and 
their presence is central to our 
Catholic ethos.

‘My thanks, as always, to the Loreto 
Community both here in Coleraine 
and further afield. Their prayers and 
support this year and every year are 
a valuable source of strength and 

we look forward to their continued 
presence in the school in the future.

‘Finally, my thanks to you all here 
today. Loreto College is your 
school and you, our pupils, are 
what make it so special. You are all 
important members of our school 
community and, although it may 
not always seem like it, we greatly 
appreciate your own unique talents 
and qualities. I thank you for your 
cooperation throughout the year 
and the courteous and pleasant 
manner you invariably display. I am 
extremely proud to be Principal of 
this school and I hope that you are 
equally proud to be its pupils. Thank 
you.’

The prizes were presented as 
follows, by members of the 
College’s Senior Staff, Year Heads 
and Heads of Department:

ACADEMIC SUCCESS AWARDS

 YEAR 8  YEAR 9    
 Lisa Marie Benson Brona McGonigle Matthew Boyle-McAree Charlie McKnight
 Patrick Black Grace McIntyre Meabh Bryson Erin McNicholl
 Alana Burns Conor McNicholl Cheyanne Corbett Rhiannon McNicholl
 Tori Colson-Rice Katie Mulholland Tolulope Jide-Ojo Kelan O’Kane
 Jack Dihmis Jude Mullan Caite McAtamney Fiyinfoluwa Owolabi
 David Farren Niall Owens Maddie McCormack Grainne Purcell
 Orla Lafferty Darcy Peacock Michael McConnell Teresa Sobocinska
 Ciara McAlary Orla Quinn Orla McEwan Roksana Strugala
 Anna McGinley Matthew McGowan Anna Toner

YEAR 10 LORETO JUNIOR CERTIFICATE
This certificate is awarded to all Year 10 pupils in recognition of their academic performance, application and diligence.

PROGRESS AWARD

 YEAR 8 PROGRESS YEAR 9 PROGRESS YEAR 10 PROGRESS
 Caitlin Bond Naoise Coll Gabby Boorman
 Kasey Buck Sean McAllister Shannon Dickey
 Oliver Burns Jack McCormack Kate Doherty
 Travis Corbett Cliona McIntyre Eoin Kelly
 Katherine Donnelly Emma McLaughlin Roma Kelly
 Josh Ferguson Connor Mullan Sarah McAllister
 Ola Krystowska Eoin Mullan Ellie McBroom
 Lucy O’Kane Bronagh O’Kane Joseph McIntyre
 Philippa Pitt Joshua Stockman Anna O’Kane
 Emma Turner Evan Wright
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100% ATTENDANCE AWARD
 YEAR 8
 Ellie Bancroft Hale Gunes Eunan McGonigle Connor Radford
 Caitlin Bond Adam Lawlor Katie Mulholland Daniel Sharpe
 James Brown Jamie Leckey Katie O’Kane Lauren Thom
 Orla Cunningham Jessica McGilligan John Quinn

 YEAR 9
 Caitlin Campbell Daniel McGarry Rhiannon McNicholl Fiyinfoluwa Owolabi
 Cheyanne Corbett Connor McGillan Nicholas Moore Grainne Purcell
 Joel Jenkins Erin McNicholl Kaitlyn Neely Oskar Silakowski
 Orla McEwan

 YEAR 10
 Ciara Boyle Savannah Corbett Maeve Kerr Dearbhla Ni Choisneachain
 Allan Chan Ruairaidh Kelly Ellen Mulholland Aine Quigley
 Darach Clyde

PRIZES FOR DILIGENCE

 8A Kady Fleming 9A Nikola Felinska 10A Clare Kelly
 8B Cahir McNicholl 9B Finn Lundy 10B Chloe Mullan
 8C Catherine Mullan 9C Conor McAleese 10C Daria Brzucholska
 8D Finn Mooney 9D Chloe Starrett 10D Nadia Brzozowska
 8E Darcy Peacock 9E Tepenga McMullan 10E Tiarnan Boylan

POLITENESS AWARD

 8A Niall Owens 9A Aron Lestas 10A Megan McGilligan
 8B Joel Ferguson 9B Niall Moloney 10B Maria Roantree
 8C Anna O’Kane 9C Stephen McAllister 10C Matthew Howard
 8D Ellie Bancroft 9D Charlie McKnight 10D Katie Lafferty
 8E Isobel Healey 9E Jason Conway 10E Bronagh McCann

FORM TEACHER AWARD

 8A Catriona Cassidy 9A Maddie McCormack 10A Katya Watson
 8B Megan Doherty 9B Hannah Taylor 10B Aidan McFerran
 8C Daniel Sharpe 9C Joseph Hamill 10C James Mullan
 8D Carla Smith 9D Cathal Christopher 10D Katie McKeague
 8E Kacper Budyn 9E Sophia Rose O’Kane 10E Megan McDermott

GOOD STANDARD OF UNIFORM AWARD

 8A Nadia Pritchard 9A Hannah McLaughlin 10A Conor Kearney
 8B Emma Turner 9B Jack McGill 10B Aine Quigley
 8C Erin Ferguson 9C Emmet Morrison 10C Eoin Doherty
 8D Neeve Campbell 9D Liam Roddy 10D Luke McNicholl
 8E Sophia Noar 9E Nicholas Moore 10E Daniel Burns

CONCERN FOR OTHERS AWARD

 8A Adam Lawlor 9A Emma McLaughlin 10A Cara McTaggart
 8B Eimear Maguire 9B Harry Casson 10B Kate McIvor
 8C Kara Kealey 9C Katie Heaney 10C Dearbhla McCrossan
 8D Brona McGonigle 9D Naomh McAlister 10D Sarah Lundy
 8E Jessica McGilligan 9E Emma Hickinson 10E Dara Mooney

POSITIVE ATTITUDE AWARD

 8A Eimear McGill 9A Hirek Cichy 10A Caitlin McKay
 8B Zoe Taylor 9B Maria McMorrough 10B Grace McNeill
 8C Peadar Connor 9C Cliona McIntyre 10C Liffey Kelly
 8D Bronagh McLaughlin 9D Loren Carberry 10D Theo Wall
 8E Maria Carr 9E Niamh Mooney 10E Aoife McColgan

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

 Top Readers in Year 8 (Based on Books Borrowed from the Library)

 Shannon Baird 8A Hannah Francis 8A Catherine Mullan 8C Alana Burns 8C  
 Mairead Frizzell 8A Orla Quinn 8C David Farren 8E Jessie McGilligan 8E
 Best Contribution to the School Magazine: Conor McNicholl 8B
 Year 8 ICT: Conor Radford 8C Year 9 ICT: Charlie McKnight 9D
 Top Year 8 Geography Investigations: Female: Anna McGinley 8E, Male: David Farren 8E
 Top Year 9 Geography Investigations: Female: Rhiannon McNicholl 9A, Male: Matthew Boyle-McAree 9B
 Religious Education Awards: Jamie Leckey 8B, Meabh Bryson 9B
 Year 8 Drama: Euan Simpson 8A, Anna McGinley 8E Year 9 Drama: Harry Casson 9B, Orla McEwan 9A

SPECIAL AWARDS

 Generosity and Commitment: Sarah McAllister 10A
 Perseverance: Lauren Quinn 10A, Nicholas Moore 9E
 Contribution to the Sporting Life of the College at Ks3: Kate Doherty 10A
 Participation in School Life: Joshua Mullan 10D
 Sunshine Award: Claire White 10A
 The Mrs Kate Mcsherry Memorial Trophy for Contribution to the Loreto Ethos in the Junior School: 
 Erin McReynolds 10E, Aine Quigley 10B

KEY STAGE 3 AWARDS

 Science: Cara McTaggart 10A Mathematics: Cara McTaggart 10A 
 Home Economics: Cara McTaggart 10A Le Prix Français: Cara McTaggart 10A
 Shakespeare Prize for Best Essay on Shakespeare in Year 10: Luke McNicholl 10D, Erin Donaghy 10B
 Gael Og Na Bliana: Erin Donaghy 10B El Premio de Espanol: Erin Donaghy 10B
 English: Dennis Bondarenko 10D Technology: Dennis Bondarenko 10D
 Young Artist and Designer: Dennis Bondarenko 10D Drama: Patrick McMullan 10A, Erin McReynolds 10E
 Geography: Lucia Watson 10E History: Allan Chan 10D 
 Music: Kate McIvor 10B Religious Education: Ellen Mulholland 10D
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Year 8 Academic Award winners at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 9 Academic Award winners at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Loreto Junior Certificate Distinction Award winners at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving with 
College Principal Mr Michael James and Head of Year 10 Mr Liam Shaw.

Y8-10 Diligence Award winners at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Y8-10 Politeness Award winners at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 8-10 Concern for Others Award winners at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving with
 College Principal Mr Michael James.
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Year 10 Subject Award winners along with Shakespeare Prize and Magazine Prize winners 
at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Special Award winners at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving, winning 
awards for Generosity & Commitment, Perseverance, Contribution to 
School Life, Sunshine Award, and contribution to the Loreto Ethos, 

with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Winners of the Mrs McKate 
McSherry Memorial Trophy

for Contribution to the Loreto 
Ethos at KS3, Erin McReynolds 

and Aine Quigley.

Claire White, winner of the inaugural 
Sunshine Award, presented in 
memory of Niamh McCloskey.

Sarah McAllister, winner 
of the Award for Generosity 

and Commitment.

Kate Doherty, winner of the 
Award for Contribution to the 
Sporting Life of the College at 

Key Stage 3.

SCHOOL LITURGY

LORETO COLLEGE OPENS SCHOOL YEAR WITH MASS

The Opening Mass for the academic year 2015-
2016 was celebrated at Loreto College Coleraine on 
Tuesday 22nd September 2015, by Father Charles 
Keaney and Father Austin McGirr. The theme of the 
Mass was ‘In Yourself Believe’, and it offered reflection 
on the ethos of friendship and support inherent in 
every member of the school community, and how 
these might be nurtured in the year ahead.

The Mass also offered an opportunity for every 
member of the Loreto College community to 

remember student Michaela Harkin, as well as to pray 
for all of those who have lost relatives and friends in 
recent months.  

Organised by school Liturgist Mr Kevin Conroy and 
by the members of the RE department, with support 
from the Music Department and Art Department and 
involving every member of the school community 
and the Loreto Community, the Mass provided an 
inspirational reflection for the year ahead.

The Altar decorated for the 2015-16 Opening Mass at Loreto College

Students who presented Readings at the Opening Mass at Loreto College
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Singers who took part in the 
Opening Mass at Loreto College

Year 11 students who presented gifts in memory 
of their friend, Michaela Harkin at the 

Loreto College Opening Mass

Cain McKendry and Rhianna Gardiner, 
who took part in the Entrance Procession 

during Loreto College’s Opening Mass

Year 14 students took part in their annual Retreat on 
Monday 28th September.

The Retreat was an opportunity for the final year 
students to reflect, together and as individuals, 
on their own and one another’s talents and 
characteristics, as a busy first half term drew towards 
its close.  Amid the pressure of A level study, 
university applications and accumulating deadlines, 

YEAR 14 RETREAT

the day gave the Year 14 students a chance to draw 
breath and to consider how they value and support 
one another as a year group, as they move towards 
the conclusion of their time at Loreto College.  The 
students also considered the theme of time - how 
time passes, what time together means, and how they 
use their time.  This proved to be a very productive 
reflection amid the hectic schedule of A Level studies 
and university applications.
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YEAR 12 RETREATYEAR 8 RETREAT

Year 8 classes took part in their first annual Loreto 
Retreat on 9th and 16th October.  The Retreat, 
organised by members of the Religious Education 
department, was facilitated by student teachers from 

St Mary’s University College Belfast, who are former 
students of Loreto College.  

Some of our Year 8 students can be seen here 
enjoying their retreat.

All Year 12 students enjoyed their annual day’s 
Retreat on Friday 23rd October.

As the GCSE Mock examinations approached, the 
Year 12 students had an opportunity to reflect on 
their relationships and priorities, considering family, 

friendships and the broader community of which they 
are an essential part.

The Retreat provided a welcome opportunity for Year 
12 to spend a day of reflection together at a busy and 
stressful time of year.
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YEAR 11 RETREAT YEAR 13 STUDENTS ENJOY ANNUAL RETREAT

All Year 11 students enjoyed their annual day’s Retreat 
on Tuesday 17th November.

As the Christmas examinations approached, the 
Year 11 students had an opportunity to reflect on 
their relationships and priorities, considering family, 

friendships and the broader community of which they 
are an essential part.

The Retreat provided a welcome opportunity for Year 
11 to spend a day of reflection together at a busy and 
stressful time of year.

All Year 13 students at Loreto enjoyed their annual 
Retreat on Monday 7th December.  The ice-breaker 
challenges in the early morning session proved 
especially popular, generating gales of laughter and 
some unusual performances which ranged from 

mental arithmetic, to onion consumption, to a fast-
moving interpretation of Gangnam Style.

Later in the day, the students took part in some 
reflection on friendship and faith, concluding with a 
contemplative service of prayer and reconciliation.
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CAROL SERVICE BEGINS CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATIONS AT LORETO COLLEGE

The feast of Christmas was marked 
in Loreto College Coleraine with the 
annual Carol Services, held in the 
College Hall during the final week 
of the Autumn Term. Organised by 
the College’s Religious Education 
and Music departments, the Carol 
Services for Junior and Senior 
students were held on Tuesday 
15th December, as well as a Carol 
Service for parents and friends 

of the College, held in St John’s 
Church Coleraine on Thursday 
evening, 10th December.

The Carol Services featured 
some dramatic performances and 
tableaux, a variety of thought-
provoking readings and reflections, 
and performances by the Senior 
and Junior Choirs, school orchestra 
and vocal soloists. The Service 
provided a peaceful interlude of 

reflection in the busy preparation 
period for the Christmas festivities.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
those involved in preparing the 
Carol Service, in particular to the 
Music and Religious Education 
departments and to all the staff and 
students who put so much time and 
effort into the creation of such a 
moving and reflective service.

Aoife Kelly (Year13) who performed 
a solo at the Loreto College Carol 

Service.

Caitlin Martin (Year 13) performing ‘O Holy Night’ with the 
Loreto College Choirs at the College’s Carol Service.

Loreto College’s Choirs and 
Orchestra performing at the 

annual Carol Service.

Students who performed readings at the Loreto College Carol Service.

Members of the Loreto College Orchestra deep in 
concentration during the College’s Carol Service.

Some of the vocal soloists at the 
Loreto College Carol Service.

Sr Anne McWilliams of the Loreto Community, Coleraine, 
reads the Christmas Blessing at the Loreto College Carol Service.
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The annual Ecumenical Services 
took place at Loreto College 
Coleraine on Friday 22nd January 
2016, celebrating Christian Unity 
and the principles, prayers and 
priorities which the various Christian 
churches have in common.

With groups from Years 8-11 
holding special celebrations in their 
year groups with their Year Heads, 
form tutors and visiting members 
of staff, the Year 12-14 students 
enjoyed a very special celebration 

ANNUAL ECUMENICAL SERVICE CELEBRATES 
CHRISTIAN UNITY AT LORETO COLLEGE

which was attended by visitors from 
local Coleraine schools and by local 
clergy.

Guests at the service included 
Rev.Donard Collins of Killowen 
Parish Church, Coleraine, Rev 
Chris Aitcheson of Castlerock 
Presbyterian Church, Rev. 
Greg Alexander of Coleraine 
Methodist Church, Fr. Keaney of 
St John’s Parish Coleraine, and 
Sr. Anne McWilliams of the Loreto 
Community, Coleraine.  Loreto 

Visiting clergy and visiting students pictured at the Ecumenical Service held at Loreto College Coleraine.

was also delighted to welcome 
representative students and 
teachers from Coleraine Grammar 
School, Coleraine College, North 
Coast Integrated College and St 
Joseph’s College.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
the visiting clergy, students and 
teachers and emphasised the 
value of members of all Christian 
denominations recognising and 
celebrating their common beliefs 
and values.

All Year 10 students took part in 
their annual Retreat on Monday 
25th January.  

Led by the Derry Youth Community, 
the Retreat was an opportunity for 
the Year 10 students to reflect, 
together and as individuals, on their
own and one another’s talents and 

YEAR 10 RETREAT

characteristics and on the influences 
on their lives, as they begin to plan 
ahead for moving on from the Junior 
School. Having recently selected 
their GCSE subjects, the Year 10 
students enjoyed the opportunity 
to consider how God has been and 
will remain present and instrumental 
in their lives.

The students also celebrated how 
much they value and support one 
another as a year group as they 
enter their final sixth months as 
Loreto Juniors, before the serious 
business of life in the Senior School 
begins.
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Forty-four final year students from 
Loreto College were presented with 
the Pope John Paul II award at a 
ceremony held in the Millennium 
Forum, Derry on Tuesday 2nd 
February. The awards ceremony 
involved 481 pupils from all second 
level schools in the Derry diocese 
who were recognised for their 
commitment to their parish and the 
social needs of their community and 
the wider world.

The Pope John Paul II Award was 
created to commemorate the late 
Pope John Paul II, who was very 
committed to young people and 
had great belief and confidence 
in them. It allows young people to 
be able to take an active part in 
the life of their Church, in the life of 

POPE JOHN PAUL II AWARDS PRESENTED 
TO LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

their community and society, and 
also to become more aware of the 
teaching and roles of the Catholic 
Church. The Award is earned by 
voluntarily taking part in activities 
of Parish Involvement and Social 
Awareness for a set period of time, 
and preparation of a presentation. 
It is presented to 16 - 18 year olds 
who have been actively involved 
their parishes and communities, and 
who have contributed “in a positive 
way to the life of the Church.”

The awards ceremony was a 
fitting tribute to 44 current Loreto 
students who were presented 
with their ‘Gold’ awards and 2 
former students, Maria McQuillan 
and Payton Mullan, who received 

the ‘Papal Cross’ award for their 
wonderful contribution to both their 
parish and communities. Special 
guest on the night, Archbishop of 
Cardiff, George Stack, paid tribute 
to each student and encouraged 
them to continue the excellent work 
they have begun. 

The students and the members 
of the Religious Education 
Department at Loreto College, were 
congratulated on their generosity 
and commitment by Mr Michael 
James, College Principal. Reflecting 
on what they had learned, the 
students felt that the scheme had 
allowed them to grow in their faith 
and in confidence, and had given 
them the opportunity to live their 
faith through action.

Year 9 students took part in their 
annual Retreat on Friday 12th 
February.

The Retreat was an opportunity 
for the Year 9 students to reflect, 
together and as individuals, on 
their own and one another’s 
talents and characteristics and 
on the influences on their lives, at 

YEAR 9 RETREAT

the midway point of their time in 
the Junior School. As they moved 
towards the Easter Celebrations, 
then the Summer Exams and the 
vital transition into Year 10, the Year 
9 students enjoyed the opportunity 
to think about how their time at 
Loreto was developing, and how 
their own talents and friendships 
were beginning to blossom.

The students particularly enjoyed 
the opportunity to visit the Loreto 
College Chapel for a period of 
reflection.

The students also celebrated how 
much they valued and supported 
one another as a year group as the 
Summer Term approached and 
they got ready for their final year in 
the Junior School.
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The annual Easter Liturgy for Holy 
Week took place on Monday 21st 
March.  Based upon the Stations 
of the Cross, the Liturgy provided 
a reflection on the events of Holy 
Week, concluding with a celebration 
of the Resurrection.

EASTER LITURGY

The Junior Choir 
performing at the 

Easter Liturgy.

Students who led reflections
and prayers during the 
annual Easter Liturgy 
for Holy Week.

Soloists from the Senior Folk Group who performed at the Easter Liturgy.

TYRONE LEGEND

INSPIRES 
LORETO COLLEGE 

STUDENTS

Year 14 students - the class of 
2016 - and their parents celebrated 
the end of seven happy years at 
Loreto College with the teaching 
staff of the school at a special 
Mass held on the evening of 
Tuesday 10th May, celebrated by 
Father Raymond McCullagh. The 
theme of the Mass was Learning 
to Fly, inspired by the idea that the 
students were now taking flight 
for the adventures of adult life, 
following all the many lessons they 
had learned from their parents, their 
teachers and one another.  

The Mass celebrated the friendship 
the students (and their teachers) 
have shared, something which, it is 
hoped, is not to be left behind as 
the students close the classroom 
doors for the last time. As the 
students finished timetabled lessons 
and faced the challenges of the A2 
examinations, the evening was an 
opportunity to reflect on happy 
memories, with laughter, tears, song 
and prayer.  The evening was also 
an opportunity to remember the 
students’ much loved and much 
missed classmate, Anna McAllister, 
who passed away in September 
2014. 

There were deeply moving and 
uplifting speeches from Head Girl
Orla Rafferty, Head Boy Ryan 
Florida-James, Head of Year 14 
Ms Catherine Marron and College 

LEAVERS’ MASS FOR YEAR 14
CELEBRATED AT LORETO COLLEGE

Principal Mr Michael James. Musical 
contributions from a group of 
talented singers and instrumentalists 
lent a tone of emotional reflection to 

Loreto College Coleraine played 
host to renowned Tyrone 
Gaelic manager Mickey Harte 
on Monday 11th April 2016. 
As part of the College’s Group 
RE Sixth Form enrichment 
programme, the three-time All 
Ireland winning manager visited 
the College to talk to final year 
students about motivation and 
determination.

In an inspiring talk, Mickey Harte 
talked about his own successes 
as well as the personal 
challenges he has faced, and 
spurred students on to motivate 
themselves to achieve in their 
studies and in all areas of their 
lives. The capacity audience of 
Year 14 students, along with 
the members of the Religious 
Education department, were 
enthralled and inspired by the 
talk, and delighted to have the 
opportunity to participate in a 
question and answer session 
afterwards. Many students were 
also delighted to avail of the 
opportunity to ask the legendary 
manager for an autograph, 
while some of the sporting 
enthusiasts among the group 
were able to avail of some 
individual advice.

Religious Education teacher 
Mr Kevin Conroy thanked Mr 
Harte for his immeasurable 
contribution to the enrichment 
programme, on behalf of 
College Principal Mr Michael 
James, Head of Religious 
Education Mrs Siobhan 
McCarry and all the staff and 
students present.

Loreto College Year 14 students preparing to celebrate their Leavers’ Mass.

Some of the Year 14 students who sang during the Loreto College 
Leavers’ Mass.

Year 14 students Yasmin Parahoo 
and Peter Rogan, among those 

who led the Prayers of the Faithful 
at the Loreto College Leavers’ 

Mass.

The reflection was led by the College’s 
Religious Education Department, 
and included dramatic readings and 
vocal performances by the Junior 
Choir, singers from the Senior Folk 
Group and some soloists.

Loreto College Year 14 students preparing to celebrate their 
Leavers’ Mass.

the evening, which was a wonderful 
affirmation of the Class of 2016 and 
their special, and utterly unique 
contribution to the life of Loreto College.

Students who presented symbols of dedication at the 
Loreto College Year 14 Leavers’ Mass.
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This year, during General RE, we 
had the opportunity of partaking 
in the Faith Friends programme 
with St. Malachy’s Primary School. 
Within this programme we were 
each assigned two Year Four 
pupils to help prepare them for their 
upcoming First Holy Communion. 

Prior to our first visit, we spent 
many weeks thoughtfully planning 
our resources and activities which 
would aid us in educating the 
children about the importance of 
the sacrament. Our aim for these 
resources was to use our youthful 
outlook and knowledge in order to 
make the lead up to the sacrament 
an enjoyable experience. 

Together with our other classmates, 
we designed resource booklets which
included word searches, prayers 
and colouring activities along with an
appropriate song for each theme. 

Our first visit focused on getting 
to know our Faith Friends and 
telling them about our own First 
Communion experience. We 
focused on the area of discipleship 

FAITH FRIENDS

which gave the children an 
understanding of belonging to 
a number of communities such 
as school, home and parish. By 
reading the story of The Calling of 
the Twelve, we helped the children 
understand that Jesus has called 
each of us, just as he called His 
disciples. We also sang songs and 
encouraged the children to join in 
with the singing and dancing. In 
other weeks we focused on the 
children’s unique gifts and talents 
highlighting that they are all special 
in the eyes of God. We worked with 
the children to create a beautiful 
display showcasing these gifts 
and talents. In the final week we 
discussed the order of events which 
would take place on their special 
day, explaining how important the 
receiving of the body of Christ is for 
their spiritual journey. 

This was an extremely fulfilling 
experience for both us and our Faith 
Friends. This opportunity was very 
rewarding for us as we got to see 
their progression in both confidence 
and faith, while strengthening their
knowledge of the sacrament. This 
was particularly beneficial for those 
of us who hope to pursue a career 
in teaching/childcare, as they obtained
a good foundation for working 
in a learning environment. It was 
pleasant to see how excited the 
pupils were every week to meet up
with us, encouraging us to give 100%
effort. We knew this would be a 
worthwhile experience as we would 
get as much out of it as we put in.
This was a unique way for the children
to prepare for their First Communion 
which we believe gave them a better 
understanding of the sacrament. 
Overall, this programme was a great 
success which both schools hope 
to continue in future years. 

Aideen Reid, 
Mollie Maguire, 

Eimear Hegarty, 
Clodagh McGahon Year 13
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As part of the General R.E. course 
for 2015/16, the R.E. Department 
established an outreach programme.
This involved student groups within 
Year 13 paying visits to several 
different schools and care homes.

Miss Galbraith’s class was paired 
with the Primary 7 students in St. 
John’s PS, Coleraine. Our main 
aim for the year was to help the 
class prepare for their Confirmation, 
teaching them the importance of 
the event, its link to baptism, and 
the role it played in developing their 
own faith. 

 The classes before Christmas 
were spent preparing for the visits 
to St. John’s. As each lesson had 
a theme, this involved a lot of art 
work and creative thinking, hitherto 
unknown to those who had decided 
to leave Mr Cunning and Mrs McGill 
in Third Year! We established - as 
Miss Galbraith put it - a “Holy Spirit 
sweatshop,” and spent several 
periods making posters, making 
headbands (don’t ask) and learning 
songs. 

Our first lesson with St. John’s was 
on the 18th January. After being 
paired with our Faith Friends, we 
put our first posters into action. In 
one of the - admittedly - stranger 
days in my six years at Loreto, we 
picked a married couple from Year 
13 and godparents from Primary 
7, dressed a Primary 7 pupil up as 
a priest, and baptised a toy doll. 
However, it all had a meaning. We 
taught the pupils about the links 
between baptism and confirmation, 
and finished the lesson with the 
“Fruits of the Spirit” song, which 
contained some very choice dance 
moves!

Pentecost was the theme of our 
next visit. After completing several 
exercises with the P7s, we gave out 
our “Fan the Flame Headbands.” 
They were exactly as they sound, 
and despite what several of the girls 
(and boys) felt, a bit of a fashion 
statement. The P7s had already 

FAITH FRIENDS 2016

learnt about Pentecost with their 
teacher, Mrs O’Neill, and as so 
beautifully put by Shane, “Could do 
better in thon Acts exam than all of 
us.” 

The penultimate lesson was 
focused around, “When Jesus was 
a boy”. This focused round the life 
of Jesus as a young man and, in 
comparison to the previous two 
lessons, was quite subdued. This 
was a P7 class, however, so it still 
involved a lot of jumping about, 
singing and dancing. 

Finally, our last lesson was on the 
14th March, just a month before the 
P7 class were due to be confirmed. 
This mostly focused around “Fan 

the Flame” and the passing of the 
faith along to other generations. We 
had our last few chats with the P7s 
and - after promising we would be 
nice to them when they came to 
Loreto - left and headed back to 
school. Not before we each got a 
picture of us and our Faith Friend 
together as a special parting gift. 

The Primary 7 class in St. John’s 
were confirmed on the 18th April 
2016. I would like to think we 
helped them along in their journey. 
Faith Friends was a fantastic 
experience for all of us Year 13s 
who participated in it, we learnt as 
much from the P7s as they did from 
us. 

Aidan Boyle Year 13
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LORETO COLLEGE CELEBRATES END OF YEAR MASS

Students who took part in the 
Entrance Procession at the Loreto College End of Year Mass, 

with boards displaying the Loreto Values.

Father Charles Keaney, whose 
departure from the post of 
Chaplain to Loreto College 

Coleraine was marked at the 
College’s End of Year Mass.

Mrs Jane Nugent, whose 
retirement from Loreto College 
Coleraine was marked at the 
College’s End of Year Mass, 

with Head Girl Cariosa O’Harte.

Mrs Anne O’Kane, whose 
retirement from Loreto College 
Coleraine was marked at the 
College’s End of Year Mass, 

with Head Girl Cariosa O’Harte.

The closing of the academic year 
was celebrated at Loreto College 
Coleraine with a special Mass, on 
Tuesday 21st June.  Celebrated by 
Father Charles Keaney, the theme 
of the Mass was New Horizons, and 
it celebrated the core Loreto values 
of Justice, Sincerity, Truth, Freedom 
and Joy.

At the Mass, several members 
of staff who have embodied the 
Loreto values were celebrated 
as they approach retirement and 
take their leave of Loreto College.  
In particular, everyone at Loreto 
College wished to express their 
heartfelt thanks to two teachers, 
Mrs Jane Nugent and Mrs Anne 
O’Kane, who have each served 
for 33 years on the teaching staff.  

Mrs Jane Nugent has taught 
Chemistry at Loreto College as 
well as serving as Year Head and 
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator, while 
Mrs Anne O’Kane has been Head 
of Mathematics and Numeracy 
Co-ordinator for many years.  Both 
teachers have acted as Form Tutors 
for numerous classes throughout 
their careers.  Mrs Nugent is a past 
pupil of Loreto College, while Mrs 
O’Kane attended Loreto Grammar 
School Omagh, so both have a 
lifelong connection with Loreto 
education. Presentations were 
made to Mrs Nugent and Mrs 
O’Kane by the 2016-17 Head Girl, 
Cariosa O’Harte, and Head Boy, 
Aidan Boyle.

Speaking on behalf of all the staff 
and of the Senior Leadership Team, 

Mr Michael James, College Principal 
expressed his gratitude to all of 
those members of staff who were 
retiring.  Speaking of Mrs Jane 
Nugent and Mrs Anne O’Kane, Mr 
James commented that everyone 
in Loreto College, students and 
staff, would miss their wisdom, 
their knowledge, their caring and 
dedicated approach to everything 
they did and their tremendous 
knowledge and passion for their 
academic subjects.  Mr James 
also paid tribute to Father Charles 
Keaney, of St John’s Parish, who 
is moving on in his career, after 13 
years in St John’s and as Loreto 
College’s Chaplain.  Father Keaney 
was thanked for his friendship and 
support of Loreto College and 
wished well for his year’s sabbatical 
and for the future.
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CLASS PHOTOS 2015-2016
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CLASS PHOTOS 2015-2016
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HELPING OTHERS

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARD
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

A student from Loreto College 
Coleraine was named as one of 
twenty finalists in the prestigious 
2016 Pramerica Spirit of Community 
Awards Programme.

Carla McErlean, a Year 14 student 
at Loreto College, received a €500 
award and a Silver Medallion in 
recognition of her outstanding 
community service, carried out 
within the last three years.  She 
was presented with these awards 
at a Gala Dinner at the Lough Eske 
Castle Hotel and Spa on 10th 
March.  In addition to this, Carla 
was among twenty young people 
shortlisted to be named at the Gala 
Dinner as one of two All-Ireland 
Youth Volunteers of the Year.

Carla is well-known in Loreto College 
for her voluntary and charity work.  
Inspired by her best friend, Anna 
McAllister, Carla, along with a group 
of friends, has been tireless in her 
work to raise funds for the Northern 
Ireland Cancer Fund for Children.  
Since the loss of her best friend in 
September 2014 to a brain tumour, 
Carla has been motivated to do 
something out of the ordinary to 
make her friend proud by raising 
funds for cancer charities.

In November 2014, Carla organised 
‘The Gooses,’ a skydive event 
with her closest friends in memory 
of her friend Anna, raising over 
£11,000 for Cancer Fund for 
Children, and was awarded Credit 
Union Volunteer of the Year Award 

2014 for her volunteering efforts. In 
May 2015, Carla coordinated ‘The 
Goosebury Festival,’ a special event 
held at Anna’s house which raised 
over £20,000 for Cancer Fund 
for Children and the Cancer Unit 
in Belfast.  She also coordinated 
fundraising nights out for Macmillan 
Cancer Support, which raised a 
total of £3,500, and also joined the 
youth team of the Derry Diocese 
and accompanied them on a five 
day pilgrimage to Lourdes in July 
2015.

“At sixteen, she showed remarkable 
courage and maturity when she was 
facing the death of her best friend,” 
said Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College. “She is a wonderful 
young person and a credit to 
herself, her family, her school, her 
community and to her friend Anna.”

Mr James added that Carla acts as 
a true ambassador of the principle 
of volunteering and community 
service, and stands as an 
outstanding role model to her fellow 
students.  Mrs Siobhan McCarry, 
Head of Religious Education at 
Loreto, who nominated Carla for 
the award, praised Carla’s cheerful 
and unassuming attitude to her 
amazingly generous service in 
support of others.  

Carla was presented with her 
Award Certificate by Patricia Jones 

of Pramerica at a special Assembly 
held at Loreto College on Monday 
8th February.  The Assembly was 
led by Carla and her group of 
close friends, ‘the Gooses’, and 
was attended by Carla’s mother,  
Mrs Ciara McErlean, along with 
Mrs Fiona McAllister, mother of 
Anna McAllister, as well as by 
representatives of Loreto College’s 
Board of Governors.  

Congratulating Carla on her 
generosity and commitment, 
Patricia Jones wished her well 
for the final round of the Award 
scheme.  Mr Michael James urged 
Loreto’s students to support and 
be inspired by Carla’s outstanding 
service on behalf of others.

At the Gala Dinner at Lough Eske 
Castle on 10th March, Carla was 
named as one of the two Youth 
Volunteers of the Year 2016: an 
incredible achievement!

Ireland’s top youth volunteers, Loreto 
College’s own Carla McErlean and Cian 
O’Grady from Limerick travelled 
on an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Washington DC in May to meet 
up with youth volunteers from 
across America and participate 
in the Prudential Spirit of the 
Community Awards.

Both Carla & Cian were 
selected from hundreds of 
youth volunteers across the 
island of Ireland to receive the title 
of All Ireland Youth Volunteers of the 
Year at the 2016 Pramerica Spirit of the 
Community Awards for the exemplary work 
they carry out in their local communities. During the 
four day event, Prudential presents awards to more 
than 100 outstanding youth volunteers in the U.S. as 
well as national honorees from around the world.

During the trip, Carla had the opportunity to visit an 
amazing range of world-famous sights, including 

CARLA’S WASHINGTON ADVENTURE!

Arlington Cemetery, the Lincoln Memorial, 
the White House, Washington 

Monument and Martin Luther 
King memorial. Along with her 

fellow nominees, Carla visited 
Thompson Elementary School, 
spending time reading with the 
children and delivering books 
for them to take home.

Alongside Cian and all the 
other honourees, Carla 
attended the international 

Prudential Spirit of the Community 
Awards in the Smithsonian National 

Museum of Natural History.

Thanks to the Pramerica Spirit of Community’s Social 
Media accounts, we were able to follow Carla’s 
Washington Adventures!

Some of the highlight’s of Carla McErlean’s Spirit of 
Community Washington trip.
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Some staff and students from 
Loreto attended the Fundraiser at 
Frank Owens’ Bar, Limavady, on 
Saturday 12th September to raise 
money for the Niamh McCloskey 
Brighter Futures Fund.

A cheque for £1365, raised by 
Year 10 students, who completed 
a Sponsored Walk in memory of 

Niamh in June, was presented 
on behalf of the College by Mrs 
McCool, Mr Cunning and other 
members of staff.

Members of the Magennis School 
of Dance, including some Loreto 
pupils, performed on the night, 
as did the band Borderline, led 
by former Loreto student Seanin 

McGee, a close friend of the 
McCloskey family.

Some of Niamh’s closest friends, 
who completed the Color Run in 
Belfast just before the start of Term 
were also at the event: the girls 
raised £2610, a wonderful total.  
There was a great turnout at the 
event and it was wonderful to see 
Loreto so well represented.

LORETO REPRESENTED AT 
FUNDRAISER FOR NIAMH McCLOSKEY

BRIGHTER FUTURES FUND
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LORETO COLLEGE CONTRIBUTES 
TO REGUGEE CRISIS APPEAL

In the Autumn term, students and 
staff from Loreto College Coleraine 
responded to the Refugee Crisis 
Appeal, with donations being 
gathered by the College’s Justice 
League, co-ordinated by Mrs 
Lorraine McCool.

Essential items were gathered 
throughout September, and were 
donated to the Northern Ireland 
Refugee Crisis Appeal at the end 
of the month.  Alison Torrens, the 
Portstewart Representative of the 
NI and Borders Appeal group, 
was delighted to accept 

the Loreto College donations, which 
were so sizeable that the bags filled 
an entire minibus.  In addition to 
clothing and other essential items, 
Loreto students collected £465 for 
the appeal through collections at 
school Assembly. 

The items collected became part 
of a shipment shipped to Kos and 
the Greek Islands during the first 
few days of October.  In total, the 
shipment which included the Loreto 

Members of the Loreto College Justice League
present donations for the Refugee Crisis Appeal to Alison Torrens.

donations filled three 40ft lorries.

Alison Torrens paid tribute to the 
entire Loreto College community 
for the generosity of their donation, 
while Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, thanked Mrs 
McCool and the Justice League 
for co-ordinating this 
activity with such 
dedication.

SUCCESSFUL SHOEBOX APPEAL AT LORETO COLLEGE

Students and staff at Loreto College 
Coleraine carried out some very 
impressive work for some of the 
College’s designated charities 
during the first three months of the 
Autumn Term.

Throughout October and early 
November, students and their 
form teachers were hard at work 
collecting and organising materials 
for the annual Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal for the Road of Hope 
organisation. The Road of Hope is 

a Rasharkin-based charity whose 
aim is to support the children and 
elderly in Eastern Europe, who have 
suffered extreme isolation, poverty 
and trauma as a result of conflict. 
The shoeboxes, filled with every-day 
items such as soap and facecloths, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
hair accessories, small toys and 
sweets are delivered annually to 
those who wouldn’t otherwise 
receive a Christmas present. This 
year, a hugely impressive total of 
271 shoeboxes was collected by 

Loreto’s pupils and it was hoped 
that these would bring joy and 
hope to those who needed it most 
at Christmas. This donation was 
one of the highest ever from Loreto 
College and greatly exceeded the 
College’s target for donations.  
Fiona Kelly of the Road of Hope 
organization paid tribute to the 
members of the Loreto College 
Social Justice League for their 
hard work, dedication and concern 
for others in collecting such an 
impressive number of shoeboxes 
for the appeal.

As Christmas approached, the 
students and staff of Loreto 
College continued their efforts in 
support of a number of extremely 

deserving causes.  Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College, 
paid tribute to all the students and 
staff who continually worked so 

hard in these endeavours, under 
the leadership of Social Justice 
Co-ordinator, Mrs Lorraine McCool.

The St Vincent de Paul Youth 
Group from Loreto College 
Coleraine completed a busy first 
term of hard work in the service of 
others by collecting and assembling 
Christmas hampers, which were 
distributed to local families in need 
of some assistance at Christmas.

Thirty large hampers were collected, 

LORETO COLLEGE SVP GROUP HAMPER APPEAL

assembled and wrapped by the 
group, which is composed of some 
very public-spirited senior students, 
under the leadership of Religious 
Education teacher Mr Kevin Conroy.  
These hampers were presented to 
representatives from the Society 
of St Vincent de Paul from St 
John’s and St Malachy’s parishes, 
Coleraine, who received them with 

great enthusiasm and appreciation 
on behalf of the families to whom 
they will be donated.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the students and Mr Conroy for 
their consideration and generosity 
in encouraging students from 
throughout the school to donate to 
this excellent cause.
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MISSION SALE CONCLUDES BUSY TERM
OF FUND-RAISING AT LORETO COLLEGE

The Social Justice Group at Loreto 
College Coleraine has had a very 
busy Autumn Term, with a number 
of events and initiatives going on 
to raise funds for a variety of very 
worthy causes. Fundraising during 
the Term has included raising 
£365 for Macmillan, £467 for the 
Refugee Crisis, and £278 and 
272 Shoeboxes for the Road of 
Hope Christmas Appeal.  Year 13 
student Aoife Kelly raised £510 
for the Northern Ireland Children’s 
Cancer Fund through completing 
a parachute jump, while the 
newly formed Loreto Cricket Club 
raised £255 for a new Loreto Kit. 
Generous sums were raised for the 
Simon Community and for Charis 
Cancer Care during the Loreto 
production of The Sound of Music 
in October.   Finally, £278.20 was 
raised by students to erect a star in 
memory of fellow-student Michaela 
Harkin in Coleraine’s Angel of Hope 
Memorial Garden.  This money was 
presented in Michaela’s memory 
just before the Christmas holidays.  
The College’s St Vincent de Paul 
group collected thirty Christmas 
Hampers to be shared among St 
John’s and St Malachy’s parishes, 
Coleraine, again presented just 
before the end of Term, which 
was supplemented by the retiring 
collection in aid of the Society of 
St Vincent de Paul following the 
College’s Carol Service in St John’s 
Church Coleraine.  

The term’s fund-raising activities 
culminated on Thursday 17th 
December with the annual Mission 
Day, raising funds for the Loreto 
Missions worldwide. Loreto’s 
Mission Day is the College’s annual 
fun day to promote fair trade, the 
Millennium Goals and the Loreto 
Missions worldwide. The day allows 
students from all year groups to 
become involved in a variety of 
activities such as quizzes, sporting 
challenges and games of skill, with 
the focal point being the Loreto 
Christmas Market in the College 
Hall. Fair trade gifts as well as 

pre-loved jewellery and fashion 
accessories were on sale, and for 
some a definite highlight was the 
range of seasonal treats on offer in 
the café run by Year 13 students 
in the College’s Home Economics 
suite. Students also enjoyed taking 
part in a Bubble Ball challenge 
and a Cube obstacle course, to 
say nothing of the annual Staff 
versus Year 9 Boys soccer match, 
which saw a narrow victory for the 
students following a penalty shoot-
out.  Some particularly intrepid male 
students and staff were sponsored 
to have their legs waxed for the 
cause: screams of pain and howls 
of laughter were heard as this was 
carried out just before lunch.

In the afternoon, many students 
enjoyed forming a lively audience 
for Loreto’s Got Talent, organised 
by the College’s Head Girl, Orla 
Rafferty and Head Boy, Ryan 
Florida-James, along with an 
enthusiastic team of Senior 
Prefects. This year’s Loreto’s Got 
Talent competition was tightly 
contested: the winner was Year 8 
student Darcy Peacock, a talented 
gymnast, who performed a highly 

acrobatic routine. The runners-up 
were vocalist Anna McGinley (Year 
8) and saxophonist Maria McLarnon 
(Y13). Highlights of Loreto’s Got 
Talent included an inventive dance 
routine by Year 8 student Travis 
Corbett, a vocal solo by Tolulope 
Jide-Ojo, a traditional fiddle medley 
by Conor Pauling (Year 14) and a 
guest performance by 2014 winner 
Jamie Neill.  There was also a very 
memorable rendition of ‘White 
Christmas’ by Gareth Doherty 
(Year 14) alongside teachers Mr 
Kevin Conroy and Mr Paul Cunning 
(Loreto’s answer to Il Divo) featuring 
a Star Wars themed Christmas rap 
by teacher Mr Emmett Harkin.  

An impressive total just short of 
£3500 was raised on the day for the 
Loreto Missions.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all the 
students and staff who had worked 
so hard in these endeavours, under 
the leadership of Social Justice 
Co-ordinator, Mrs Lorraine McCool 
and Mission Day Co-ordinator, Mrs 
Mabel McAleese.

Garden of Remembrance. Loreto College Year 11 students Caitlin 
Thompson and Niamh Watterson present £278.20 for Coleraine’s Angel of 

Hope Memorial Garden to Mrs Andrea McAleese and Mrs Jenny McGarvey.  
The money was raised for a Star in memory of fellow student Michaela 

Harkin, represented by her sister, Courtney Harkin.

Year 11 students running the Sweet Stall on 
Loreto College Mission Day.

Year 8 students who sold homemade shortbread on 
Loreto College Mission Day.

The Staff Soccer team who played Year 9 Boys on Loreto College Mission Day.

The Loreto College Beauty Salon, staffed by 
Year 12 girls, on the College’s Mission Day.

Year 13 students who worked in the Café on 
Loreto College Mission Day.
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Intrepid Year 12 boys who had 
their legs waxed for charity on 
Loreto College Mission Day.

Loreto College’s answer to Il 
Divo: Teacher Mr K Conroy, 
Year 14 student Gareth 
Doherty and teacher Mr P 
Cunning performing during 
Loreto’s Got Talent.

Loreto’s Got Talent winner Darcy Peacock, with runners up Maria McLarnon and Anna McGinley and compere Therese Mullaghan during the College’s Mission Day.
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Year 14 viewed a presentation by 
Fixers, the charity which gives young 
people a voice, in the form of a film 
featuring a performance about mental 
health issues, on Friday 4th March.

The presentation was led by Year 
14 student Antonia Boorman who, 
with a group of friends, worked to 
promote mental well-being through 
dance, as figures show more than 
20 per cent of young people in 
Northern Ireland will suffer from 
mental health issues by the time 
they turn 18.

The video made by Antonia and her 
friends can be viewed here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTGu
3n53yjw&feature=youtu.be 

Students Antonia, Elena and Laura, 
assisted by Chris Phillips of Fixers, 
gave a powerful and effective 
presentation of how most people 
will go through difficult or dark times 
at some point in their lives, but that 
both help and escape routes do exist.

FIXERS PRESENTATION 
FOR YEAR 14

“Dance, sport, art or any kind of 
physical or mental activity can offer 
you an escape from daily life and its 
struggles. 

“If you can get interested in a hobby 
or find something that you’re really 
passionate about, you can get lost 
in a realm of happiness.”  

Fixers works with young people 
aged 16-25 across the UK by 
providing them with resources to 
help them campaign on issues they 
feel strongly about. Many young 
people choose to create a short 
film, website, poster campaign or 
information leaflet, or they hold 
an event or flashmob. Youngsters 
have campaigned on issues with 
Fixers as diverse as cyber-bullying, 
self-harm, suicide and transphobia. 
The charity has helped more than 
17,000 youngsters across the UK 
to have a voice in their community.  
You can read more about Fixers on 
their website: http://www.fixers.org.
uk/home.php 

Carlo Morelli (Year 12) 
has secured the amazing 
opportunity to participate in the 
Journey of a Lifetime project 
this Summer.

Carlo will spend a month 
travelling in Indonesia and 
Australia from mid-July until 
mid-August, experiencing wild 
camping, tours, hikes, trails, 
swimming, surfing, boating and 
exploring equatorial rain forests.  
Along with the group of young 
people from throughout the UK, 
Carlo will have the chance to 
meet local people from various 
areas of Indonesia, experiencing 
a range of aspects of family and 
school life as well as learning 
about indigenous cultures.

In preparation for this 
adventure, Carlo did some 
fundraising for the Journey of a 
Lifetime project.  A Morelli’s Ice 
Cream sale was hugely popular 
over two April breaktimes, 
raising a wonderful total of 
£521.  We look forward to 
hearing about his adventurous 
Summer next September. 

Carlo Morelli (Year 12), who will 
participate in the Journey of a 
Lifetime project this Summer.

JOURNEY 
OF A LIFETIME 

FOR CARLO Staff and students of Loreto 
College Coleraine this year raised 
a magnificent total of £4061 for 
Trócaire in the College’s annual 
Lenten fund-raising campaign.  
When combined with government 
funding, this will equate to an 
amazing £8,122.

Each form class in the College 
collected money each week, with 
some classes organising specific 
activities, such as raffles and cake 
sales, to add to their funds. The 
top fundraising form classes were 
were: Mrs McAleese’s Year 8 class, 
raising £391; Mrs McBroom’s 9B, 
raising £434; and Mrs McCool’s 
10B, raising £496. These classes 
were presented with certificates of 
achievement, while the top fund-
raiser in the whole school was 
Corey Cassidy, Year 9, who raised 
an impressive £58.

Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice 
Co-ordinator at Loreto College, 
paid tribute to all those who had got 
involved in the Trócaire campaign 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS IN MAGNIFICENT 
TROCAIRE EFFORT

this year, contributing their initiative, 
ideas and generosity to such great 
effect.  Mrs McCool commented 
that seeing such an impressive 
sum being raised for such a good 
cause during times of recession 
was evidence of the Loreto Ethos in 

Loreto College’s Top Year 9 Trocaire fundraisers, 9B, with their Form Teacher Mrs S McBroom 
and Classroom Assistant Mrs S Keenan.

Loreto College’s Top Trocaire Fundraiser, Corey Cassidy (Year 9), 
with his Form Teacher Mrs S McBroom.

action.  Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, thanked Mrs McCool 
for leading the fund-raising and 
joined her in paying tribute to the 
generosity of everyone who had 
contributed their time, effort, ideas 
and financial support.



92 93

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

The SVP group presented a cheque for £845.62 to local SVP representatives at the end of May.

LORETO SVP

 Macmillan Cancer Fund £365

 Refugee Crisis  (plus clothes donations) £467

 ICHPT (for Easter Pilgrimage) £630

  (for students going to Lourdes in 

  July with Derry Diocese) £310

 Michaela Harkin Memorial Star £257

 Road of Hope Shoeboxes £278

 Bag-pack for Deaf Community £409

  £418

 Phoenix Support Group (Sports Day) £322

 Trocaire £4251

 Loreto Missions £4237

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

SVP is an international Christian voluntary membership organisation that tackles poverty and disadvantage 
by helping and supporting vulnerable people. Our main objective is the relief of poverty in all its forms without 
differentiation on the grounds of race, colour, creed, ideology or gender. Members look for opportunities 
to help those in need and, when asked, visit individuals and families where they are living and assess their 
needs. The main purpose of our visits is to extend the hand of friendship. More specific practical assistance 
can be given depending on the nature of the help required and the capacity of the local membership. This 
year in Loreto the Young SVP partook in many different activities to raise money for the Charity. Throughout 
the course of the year, the Y13 students made several visits to Edenmore Residential Home, as well as 
undertaking bucket collections, sponsored challenges, Christmas Hampers and a Coffee Morning.

Cathaoir McKay and Shaun Wallace Year 13

A SUMMARY OF A SUCCESSFUL YEAR

In the course of this year, our students and staff raised the following totals:

 Aoife Kelly Sky Dive £1058

 Carlo Morelli Journey of a Lifetime £526

 Action MS £1743

 Making a grand total of: £18,457

Congratulations to Mrs McCool on co-ordinating such 

a successful year in the support and assistance of 

others, and thank you to all our students and staff for 

their generosity.

Pictured next are some of our Year 8 students 

enjoying their beach walk in support of Action MS. B
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Caitlin Martin as Maria with
members of the Nuns Chorus in the 
Loreto College production of 
‘The Sound of Music’.

Caitlin Martin as Maria and 

Roisin McMorrough as Liesl in 

the Loreto College production of 

‘The Sound of Music’.

Connor Dudley-Fergus as Captain Von Trapp, Niall Hunter as Max and Therese Mullaghan as Elsa in the Loreto College production of‘The Sound of Music’.

Members of the Von Trapp family in the Loreto 
College production of ‘The Sound of Music’.

The Wedding Scene in the Loreto College 
production of ‘The Sound of Music’,
with Caitlin Martin as Maria.

94

MUSIC AND DRAMA

LORETO COLLEGE ALIVE WITH

The production of well-loved 
musical ‘The Sound of Music’ 
was a highlight of the 
Autumn Term, with a week 
of performances opening on 
12th October with a Primary School Matinee.  Four 
evening performances from 13th October played to full 
houses in the College Hall.

The production was directed by Loreto’s Head of 
Drama, Mrs Oonah McEwan, with Choirmaster 
Mr Howard Gillespie as Musical Director.  Offering 
something for everyone, from humour to romance to 
historical drama with a World War 2 backdrop, ‘The 
Sound of Music’ tells the well-known story of the Von 
Trapp family.

The cast of the Loreto production was drawn from all 
year groups in the College from Years 9-14.  In the lead 
role of Maria, Caitlin Martin (Year 13) was luminous, 
combining the joie de vivre and wonder of the character 
with an extremely accomplished vocal performance.  
Opposite her was Connor Dudley Fergus (Year 14) as 
a gallant Captain Von Trapp, in a subtle performance 
which captured the gradual changes in the Captain 
from repression to emotion.  The Von Trapp 
children were played by Roisin McMorrough (Year 
12), Pearse Donaghy (Year 12), Aine Quigley (Year 
11), Aine Apperley (Year 9), Patrick McMullan 
(Year 9), Orla McEwan (Year 9) and Erin 
McReynolds (Year 10).  This was a strong 
ensemble performance with a credible 
family atmosphere, and individually 
the children were cleverly and 
winningly characterised, 
from the starry-eyed Liesl 
experiencing first love, 
to the innocence of the 
baby of the family, Gretl.  All 
seven brought their characters 
to life, with memorable vocal 
performances.  Captain Von 
Trapp’s initial love interest, 
Elsa Schrader, was played 
winningly and intriguingly 
by Therese Mullaghan (Year 
14), combining humour and 
a relaxed confidence to bring 

real warmth to the role.  
Her friend, Max Detweiler, 
was played in a fine comic 

performance by Niall 
Hunter (Year 14): a superb foil 

to Elsa, Niall made Max a fine comic and, eventually, 
opportunistic and vaguely threatening character.  As 
the love interest for Liesl, Gareth Doherty (Year 14) in 
a subtle performance, suggested a gallant, lovestruck 
but conflicted young man, while John Joe O’Neill and 
Cormac McCarry (both Year 13) combined strong 
stage presence and an air of threat as members of 
the Nazi Party and German Navy, respectively.  Niamh 
Morrison (Year 13) led the Nuns’ Chorus as a wonderful 
Mother Abbess, serene and wise and yet with a sense 
of fun.  Alongside her, the Nuns’ Chorus was led by 
Aoife Boorman (Year 13), Brona Mackle (Year 12) and 
Niamh Cunning (Year 12), in mature, finely judged 
cameo performances.  As always, the chorus was 
powerful and produced vocal perfection, perhaps 
especially memorably in the opening scene with a 
spine-chilling solo by Emily Cameron (Year 13).  There 
were sympathetic performances by Rachel Wilkinson, 
Daniel Catterson and Orla Rafferty (all Year 14) as the 
housekeeper, butler and servant of the Von Trapp 
household; dancers and soldiers were all played 
with precision and brought to life as individuals by a 
talented ensemble cast.

This was an assured, lively and imaginative 
production of an old favourite which 

enlivened the darkening October evenings 
as the mid-point of the Autumn Term 

approached.  Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 

paid tribute to the talented 
cast members and the team 
of backstage crew who had 

worked hard on props, costumes, make-up, 
sound and set design, all led by a dedicated 
team of College staff members.  Mr James 
congratulated Mrs Oonah McEwan and Mr 
Howard Gillespie on a wonderful Loreto 
school show on behalf of all the staff 
and students of the College and the very 
appreciative audiences who had enjoyed 
the four-night run. 

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16
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Caitlin Martin as Maria and Niamh 

Morrison as the Mother Abbess in 

the Loreto College production of 

‘The Sound of Music’.

The Cast take their curtain call in the Loreto College production of ‘The Sound of Music’.

The Von Trapp Family, 
with Caitlin Martin as 

Maria, Connor Dudley 
Fergus as the Captain 

and Niamh Morrison 
as Mother Abbess 

in the Loreto College 
production of 

‘The Sound of Music’.

The Von Trapp Family, with Caitlin Martin as Maria and Connor Dudley 
Fergus as the Captain in the Loreto College production of 

‘The Sound of Music’. S
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A traditional group from Loreto 
College Coleraine travelled to 
Monaghan on Monday 29th 
February 2016 to represent the 
College in the Ulster Final of the 
Gael Linn Siansa competition.

Organised by Gael Linn with 
support from Foras na Gaeilge, 
RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta and Irish 
Music Magazine, Siansa provides 
a platform for talented teenage 
groups who aim to emulate groups 
such as Téada, Altan, Danú, Dervish 
etc. While Siansa is essentially 
a competition, the groups are 
helped and encouraged along the 
way by highly regarded traditional 
musicians. The event is run entirely 
through the medium of Irish.  
Following an initial filtering through 
the submission of recordings, the 
Loreto group was among those 
selected for the Workshop stage of 
the competition.

ULSTER DATE FOR LORETO COLLEGE 
TRADITIONAL GROUP

Musicians drawn from throughout 
the school are members of the 
group: Ronan Close (Year 8), Niamh 
Mooney (Year 9), Donal Close 
(Year 11), Eve Gardiner (Year 11) 
Cianan Mooney (Year 11), Fearghal 
Close (Year 12), Cariosa O’Harte 
(Year 13), and former student 
Eimear Dillon. The group is led by 
teacher Mrs Maeve Close.  At the 
Monaghan Workshop, the group 

had the opportunity to work with 
well-known traditional musicians as 
well as hearing the performances of 
other shortlisted groups.

The Tigh Tara group was 
commended on progressing to this 
stage of such a prestigious and 
competitive event by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College.

SENIOR CHOIR IN LORETO CHOIR FESTIVAL

The Senior Choir travelled to Omagh on Monday 7th March to participate in the Loreto Choral 
Celebration, part of the celebration of 160 years of Loreto Education in Ireland.  The event was held in 
the Sacred Heart Church and hosted by Loreto Grammar School Omagh.

The Choir performed alongside choirs from Loreto schools from Cavan, Milford, Mullingar and Omagh 
and their performance was received with great appreciation.

PORTSTEWART 
FESTIVAL 

PIANO AWARD

Congratulations to Jack Dihmis 
(Year 8) who won the 
Roslynn McCourtney 

Challenge Cup for Grade 5 
Piano at Portstewart Festival.

Two Loreto Year 8 students 
scored wonderful successes in the 
Speech and Drama classes of the 
Portstewart Festival in mid-March.

Anna McGinley (8E) took First place 
in the Set Poem class, First place in 
the Favourite Poem class, Second 
place in the Quick Study class, 
Second Place in Solo Drama and 
Third Place in the Prose Unseen 
class. Anna also took Second place 
in the Junior Prizewinners’ contest 
and won a Bursary of £75 for the 
best performance in the Festival. 

Philippa Pitt (8D) took First place in 
Creative Storytelling, Third place in 
Quick Study and Third place in the 
Own Choice class.  She then went 
on to take third place in the Junior 
Prizewinners’ contest.

Huge congratulations to both 
Anna and Philippa!

SPEECH AND DRAMA SUCCESSES
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art Festival.
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The annual Spring Concert took 
place at Loreto College Coleraine 
on the evening of Tuesday 15th 
March 2016, showcasing the 
considerable musical talent among 
the College’s students. Loreto 
College has a long-held tradition of 
excellence in Music, as a strong and 
vibrant aspect of the wide range 
of curricular and extra-curricular 
experiences on offer to students at 
this prestigious voluntary grammar 
school.

The concert featured several fine 
performances from the College’s 
Senior and Junior choirs. Both 
choirs have a long-established 
reputation, having taken many 
awards over the years at Music 
Festivals both locally and 
further afield.  Both Choirs were 
accompanied by Rachel Kelly. 
Also on display were some of 
the vocal talents of a number 
of outstanding soloists: Caitlin 
Martin, Aoife Kelly, and also Emily 
Cameron and Katy McMullan, 
who performed a duet.  There was 
also a superb performance by the 
Year 13 Vocal Group.  The School 
Orchestra performed a tuneful and 
lively medley.  There were some 
outstanding instrumental solos, 

SPRING CONCERT SHOWCASES MUSICAL TALENT 
AT LORETO COLLEGE

by Rachel Kelly (piano), Maria 
McLarnon (saxophone), and Cariosa 
O’Harte (harp).

The capacity audience in the 
College Hall also enjoyed the visual 
spectacle of a variety of dance 
performances. Two Irish dancing 
groups performed intricately 
choreographed Riverdance-style 
routines.  The Festival Dancers, 
Shantel Dillon, Katie Donnelly, 
Ruairaidh Kelly, Shauna Kelly, 
Nadine Mcalister,  Oonagh 
McAlister, Ellie McBroom, Ellen 
Mulholland, Katie Mulholland, 
Joseph Mulholland, Sophie Price 
and Nadia Pritchard, were a 
highlight of the first half of the 
concert.  After the interval, the 
audience enjoyed a performance 
by the acclaimed Glenullin Set 
Dancers, Aine Apperley, Fearghal 
Clos, Ronan Close, Emer Kelly, 
Felix Kilmartin, Chloe Mullan, Tiegan 
Mullan and Michael Og McKeown.  
Towards the end of the night, the 
Feis Dancers, Aine Apperley, Eunan 
Boylan, Fearghal Close, Ronan 
Close, Susan McKendry, Michael 
Og McKeown, Tara McLarnon 
and Erin Ni Shandair delighted 
the audience with their inventive 
choreography.  

There was also a wonderful 
performance by the two Loreto 
Traditional Groups.  Before the 
interval, the traditional group 
performed a very lively set.  Later in 
the evening, the Loreto ensemble 
Tieg Tara, comprising Donal Close, 
Fearghal Close, Ronan Close, 
Eimear Dillon, Eve Gardiner, Cariosa 
O’Harte, Cianan Mooney and Niamh 
Mooney, which recently competed 
to a high standard in the All Ireland 
Gael Linn Siansa competition, 
performed its competition set to a 
great reception.

Congratulating Head of Music Miss 
Roisin Stewart, Music Teacher Mr 
Stephen Gallagher, Choirmaster 
Mr Howard Gillespie, piano tutor 
Mrs Annie Sharkey, Traditional 
Music and Irish Dance co-ordinator 
Mrs Maeve Close, and all the 
various instrumental tutors and 
Irish dancing choreographers, Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, commented that the Spring 
Concert had been a memorable 
display of tremendous talent, 
offering something for the musical 
and dramatic taste of everyone in 
the audience.

The Loreto College Senior Choir, which performed at the College’s annual Spring Concert.

Singing and Instrumental Soloists at Loreto College’s Spring Concert: 
Caitlin Martin, Maria McLarnon, Aoife Kelly and Rachel Kelly.

Harp soloist Cariosa O’Harte, 
who performed at the 

Loreto College Spring Concert

The Loreto College Traditional Group, Tieg Tara, which performed at the annual Loreto Spring Concert.

The Festival Dancers who performed at the annual Loreto College Spring Concert.
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The Loreto College Senior Choir performing 
during the annual Loreto Spring Concert.

Traditional musicians 
Cianan Mooney and Donal 
Close concentrating hard 
at a rehearsal for the Loreto 
College Spring Concert.

Flautist Niamh Mooney and 
violinist Conor Pauling 
hard at work during a 

rehearsal for the Loreto 
College Spring 

Concert.

The Loreto College Orchestra performing 
during the annual Loreto Spring Concert.

SUCCESS FOR LORETO CHOIR AT
BANGOR INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

The Junior Choir from Loreto 
College Coleraine has taken first 
place in the Post Primary Under 15 
class of the Bangor International 
Choral Festival.

Directed and coached by Mrs Annie 
Sharkey and accompanied by Year 

14 student Rachel Kelly, the Choir 
impressed the adjudicators with 
its wide repertoire and outstanding 
singing.  The Choir’s performances 
were greatly enjoyed by the 
audience at Loreto College’s Spring 
Concert, which was held just before 
the Easter holidays.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the Junior Choir, Mrs Sharkey 
and Rachel Kelly on a superb 
performance and on their 
competition success.

The Junior Choir from 
Loreto College Coleraine, 
first place winners at the 

Bangor International 
Choral Festival 2016.

Joshua and Conal 

receiving the award on 

behalf of the Junior Choir
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The Senior Choir

The School Orchestra The Traditional Group

The Junior Choir
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LOOKING AHEAD

STUDENT’S EYE VIEW OF THE
TRANSITION INTO SIXTH FORM

‘Ah, at last! From nine or ten 
subjects to three or four, all with 
free periods in between?! Honestly, 
where are the cons of moving into 
sixth form?’ Oblivious to several 
warning signs, headlong I went into 
the year. 

Before long it did hit me: they 
were right, my predecessors on 
buses to and from school. They 
were all there, the signs: boldly 
plastered around me. From those 
hurriedly reciting RE passages (I 
was convinced they had learned 
the whole Bible at this point), 
to those whose bloodshot eyes 
frantically gored at jargon scribbled 
on squared paper (are those Greek 
letters?). Ah, a foreign language, 
you ask? No, just statistics 
formulae. It’s a lie, I tell you, my 
friends, from me to you: it might 
as well be eight or six subjects still 
(they’re split between teachers). 

Personally, the difficulty appeared 
to remain much the same, but 
at twice the workload (thrice, 
coming up to exams, apparently). 
Disbelief becomes commonplace 
as textbooks are slung open thirty 
seconds after you’ve packed up. 
(No, of course you are not getting 
away without homework, and, in 
fact, have some more for being 
presumptuous.) Free periods? 
Yeah, they aren’t really free, they’re 
called “Personal Study” periods; 
that one was kept hushed. They 
aren’t really free, that is, until an 
odd, stray wasp finds his way 
amongst us students. Well, for 
perhaps ten minutes, I say, you 
would think a firework had been 
let off in that warm and slightly 

crammed room. Heads ducked and 
weaved and from the hands of a 
worthy culprit a pencil case would 
briefly join the poor, unassuming 
wasp in flight. We might as well 
all be wasps come this point, I tell 
you. On the topic of ‘study’ rooms, 
the ‘main study’ has become an all 
too distant memory to me, but you 
are not alone in wondering at the 
mystery of the senior study (a room 
filled with people, just relaxing?) 
impossible because the common 
room has become an all too 
ostensible mystery (what actually is 
in there, anyway?) springing up in 
senior study’s place.

It isn’t all bad, though. In fact, I 
would say the experience has 
even been good. Teachers who 
previously (I remain convinced) 
had fangs and flickering, forked 
tongues and who were prone 
to the occasional hiss, sprouted 
this peculiar thing called humour 
(oh yes, friends, I know, I was 
as surprised as you). Wait…you 
don’t think they could actually be 
humans, do you? Rumour has 
even reached me that anonymous 
teachers will even give you tea 
(coffee, might I add, in my case) to 
help you through the day. 

Certain, ahem, canteen privileges 
are inherited moving into sixth 
form (a certain hierarchy must be 
adhered to in this dog-eat-dog 
world, you see) that you will inherit 
too. Don’t worry, I was quite as 
angry as you were. Feel free to 
vocalise it also, as I am all too sure 
I did, and fight this grave injustice 
boldly. 

On a more serious note, life has 
generally improved, however. I have 
learned to prioritise what is and 
isn’t important (albeit only when 
a deadline happens to oh-so-
kindly remind me of its presence). 
Friendships will either die out or 
become stronger: I have found 
there are no in-betweens, but life 
moves quickly. I am close now 
to becoming an adult - although 
I would say adulthood is still yet 
to come. The work isn’t all too 
bad either. Reading previous 
generations’ A-Level notes 
traumatised me to the point that 
I merely ceased to believe that 
A-Levels existed; they were a mere 
figment or some elaborate ruse, all 
on me (hahaha…). But, once you 
reach A-Level, I have found, you 
will grow into them (or perhaps 
not). I have friends who stayed on 
here at Loreto; who have moved 
on to other schools; dropped out 
immediately; or dropped out after 
experiencing sixth form and all have 
found their way by now. 

This, my friends, is the point where 
I would give you advice, but I shall 
abstain (I didn’t listen to it, and you 
won’t either). Honestly, it takes the 
experience to become accustomed. 
Things have worsened and things 
have improved, but it has been a 
good experience so far, and nearing 
the halfway mark, I have much the 
same emotions and angst about 
moving into upper-sixth as I did 
moving into lower-sixth (warning 
signs you say? Where?) and I have 
accepted that only time will tell, and 
tell it will. 

Cain McKendry
Year 14

Loreto College Coleraine held its 
34th annual Trial Interview evening 
on Thursday 22nd October 2015, 
organised by the College’s Careers 
Department.  The purpose of the 
Trial Interview evening is to provide 
final-year A level students with an 
opportunity of experiencing the 
interview situation and of benefiting 
from the constructive criticism 
and advice of the interview panel.  
Each student presents himself or 
herself for one interview in his or 
her chosen career area; after some 
debate among the interviewing 
panel, he or she is then provided 
with feedback on both their 
performance at interview and also 

SIXTH FORMERS PUT TO THE TEST AT LORETO 
COLLEGE TRIAL INTERVIEW EVENING

on the opportunities available in that 
area of employment.

A total of twenty interview panels, 
made up of almost fifty interviewers 
from a wide range of professional 
and academic disciplines, and 
including numerous former students 
of Loreto College, provided the 
students with advice, feedback and 
the benefit of their expertise.   Miss 
Maria Flannelly, Head of Careers at 
Loreto College, commented that the 
evening had been a highly beneficial 
and interesting opportunity for the 
students involved, and was grateful 
for the input of the members of the 
interviewing panels. She added 

that the event had helped forge 
the College’s links with the wider 
community, helping the students in 
the development of life-skills as well 
as contributing to their preparation 
for further study and employment in 
their chosen career area.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commended 
the sixth form students on their 
conscientious efforts in presenting 
themselves for their interviews, 
and paid tribute to the Careers 
Department and the Interview Panel 
members for their hard work in the 
successful running of the event.
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ENTREPRENEURIAL EXPERIENCE
FOR LORETO FIRST YEARS

All Year 8 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in a 
workshop organised by Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland on 
Wednesday 4th November 2015. 
Entitled “Your School, Your 
Business”, the workshop seeks to 
facilitate the transition from junior to 
senior school for the students, as 
well as fostering in them a sense of 
business and enterprise awareness.  
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland 
conducts seminars in the classroom 
that focus on skills the students will 
need to be successful in their new 
school - skills like communication 
and team work.  These skills will 
also be invaluable to students who 
hope to enter an entrepreneurial 
career area later in life.  The half-day 
course involved familiarisation for 
the students with the roles played 
in the school as a workplace by 
the College’s various members of 
staff, as well as giving students 
the opportunity to see how their 
skills and ideas could be useful and 
constructive in a workplace.

Karen Murphy, Young Enterprise 
Training Manager, commented, ‘Our 
aim is to make school as positive 
an experience as possible for these 
young people.  The skills they learn 
now can be applied in any new 
experience, and will therefore help 
them prepare for success in their 
working life when the time comes.’

Young Enterprise Northern Ireland 
is a cross-community not-for-profit 
organisation, dedicated to inspiring 
young people to develop attitudes 
and skills for personal success, 
life-long learning and employability 
through participation in practical 
business programmes.  Mrs 
Sinead McNicholl, Employability 
and Learning for Life and Work 
Co-ordinator, commented on 
the excellence of the seminar 

programme experienced by the 
Year 8 students, which had proved 
highly beneficial in developing their 
awareness of entrepreneurial skills 

and employability, and paid tribute 
to the Workshop Co-ordinator, 
Gail Hamilton of Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland.

Working together at the Young Enterprise Year 8 workshop 
at Loreto College.

Thumbs up for the Young Enterprise Year 8 workshop at Loreto College.

Loreto College Year 8 students hard at work at their Young Enterprise Workshop.

Deep in thought during a collaborative task at 
Loreto College’s Year 8 Young Enterprise Workshop.

Loreto College Year 8 students 

enjoying working together 

during their Young 

Enterprise Workshop.

Thumbs up for the Loreto 
College Year 8 Young
Enterprise Workshop.
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Prospective Medicine and Dentistry 
students from several local schools 
were put to the test in Loreto 
College on Saturday 7th November. 
As part of the rigorous selection 
process for these professions, 
students have to attend a nine 
station multiple mini interview (MMI) 
to assess skills and attributes such 
as the ability to communicate, to 
solve problems, to empathise and 
moral reasoning.

A team of doctors and dentists, 
led by Doctor Martin O’Kane, 
and including many former Loreto 
students, visited the College to 
conduct a trial MMI session for 
students from Loreto College, as 
well as students from Coleraine 
Grammar School, Dalriada School 
and Limavady Grammar School.

The event was a great success, 
with students feeling more confident 
and well prepared for future 
interviews at various universities 
in Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
England and Wales. Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College, 

TESTING TIMES FOR PROSPECTIVE MEDICINE AND 
DENTISTRY STUDENTS AT LORETO COLLEGE

Some of the students from Loreto College 
who took part in the Medical and Dentistry Interview Day.

Students who took part in the Medical and Dentistry Interview Day 
at Loreto College.

Students who took part in the 

Medical and Dentistry Interview Day 

at Loreto College.

and Miss Maria Flannelly, Head 
of Careers, commented on the 
fantastic opportunity this provided 
for students to experience a 
multiple mini interview and wished 
students the best of luck in the 
months ahead. They also conveyed 

their thanks and appreciation to 
Doctor O’Kane and his team of 
professionals for their generosity 
and willingness to advise and 
support the students participating in 
the day-long event.

As they prepared to make their 
GCSE subject choices, all Year 10 
pupils at Loreto College Coleraine 
enjoyed an Experiences of Work 
Seminar provided by Sentinus, on 
19th November 2015.

The Experiences of Work 
programme aims to provide 
students with a range of 
experiences to assist them in 
making informed choices about 
possible future career decisions.   
The programme specifically focused
on the importance of STEM subjects
and careers (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) for future 
economic growth.  Students 
were also urged to recognise the 
importance of Computing and 
Coding skills and their extremely 
high value in the modern workplace. 
Pupils were encouraged to work 
hard in school so as to avail of all 
given opportunities. 

Miss Maria Flannelly, Head of Careers 
at Loreto College, thanked Mr Pat 
Jamison from Sentinus, who delivered
the programme, for providing an 
informative and inspiring presentation 
which would be invaluable to 
the students as they prepared to 
choose their GCSE subjects. 

SENTINUS SEMINAR FOR LORETO COLLEGE YEAR 10
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Loreto College took the lead 
in organising a Coleraine Area 
Learning Partnership Women 
into STEM event on Wednesday 
15th November 2015, in order to 
address the stereotypical perception 
that women lack interest in Science, 
Technology and Mathematics.

Research contradicts the 
stereotypical perceptions. At 
school, girls perform to the same 
level as boys when encouraged, 
provided with the right tools and 
given access to role models. What 
young girls do sometimes struggle 
with is not knowing enough about 
STEM careers and the opportunities 
available within the fields. 

Year 12 girls who are studying ICT, 
Technology or Science subjects 
in the Learning Community 
schools were able to learn about 
opportunities within a range 
of industries and career areas. 
Female representatives from the 
Queen’s University Belfast Faculty 
of Nursing and Midwifery, Citibank, 
the Engineering Training Council, 

WOMEN INTO STEM CAREERS 
FAIR AT LORETO COLLEGE

the Ulster University Faculty of 
Computing and Engineering, 
CAFRE, The Nerve Centre 
and several local Hairdressing 
businesses outlined potential career 
pathways and recounted their own 
experiences in a predominantly 
male environment. Question and 
answer sessions enabled the 
Year 12 girls to explore issues 
which concerned them in more 
depth.  Meanwhile, in addition to 
these workshops, a broad-ranging 
exhibition of potential STEM Careers 

ran in the College’s Assembly Hall 
throughout the morning. 

Miss Maria Flannelly, Head 
of Careers at Loreto College, 
commented that this very 
successful event had increased 
levels of knowledge and 
understanding of STEM based 
companies and had encouraged the 
girls to give serious consideration to 
undertaking a career in this field, 
helping to grow a dynamic, innovative 
economy in Northern Ireland.

Loreto College Year 12 students visiting the Queen’s University Belfast 
stand at the Women Into STEM CALP Careers Fair hosted by Loreto 
College.

Loreto College Year 12 students visiting the 
Nicobrand stand at the Women Into STEM CALP 
Careers Fair hosted by Loreto College.

Loreto College Year 12 girls learning about RAF Careers at the Women 
Into STEM CALP Careers Fair hosted by Loreto College.

Cross & Passion College 
Ballycastle Year 12 
students learning about 
AVX at the Women Into 
STEM CALP Careers Fair 
hosted by Loreto College.

Learning about Architecture for Loreto College 
Year 12 students at the Women Into STEM CALP 
Careers Fair hosted by Loreto College.

Year 12 students from Loreto College and Coleraine Grammar School enjoying a workshop at the 
Women Into STEM CALP Careers Fair hosted by Loreto College.
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The annual Open Day was held 
at Loreto College on the morning 
of Saturday 9th January 2016, 
drawing a large number of 
prospective students and their 
parents from throughout the 
College’s extensive catchment area.

Following an address by College 
Principal, Mr Michael James, 
Primary 6 and 7 students and their 
parents, as well as prospective sixth 
formers, were given the opportunity 
to explore the school, benefiting 
from the experience of members of 
the teaching staff and a number of 
current Loreto students - from both 
Junior and Senior forms - in order to 
form an accurate picture of what life 
as a Loreto student entails. Visitors 
to the College were treated to a 
variety of stimulating displays, from 
performances by the traditional Irish 
group and the singing ensembles, 
meeting a variety of characters from 

EXCELLENCE AND OPPORTUNITY 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT ON OPEN DAY

Literature in the English room and 
displays of talent by several groups 
of Drama students, to “hands-
on” contact in Computer Studies, 
Science and Technology.

For some the highlight of the 
morning was a visit to the 
College’s state of the art Sports 
Hall and Technology Suite. Others 
were delighted by the cookery 
demonstration in the College’s 
Home Economics department - 
especially as many of the culinary 
treats on show could be sampled!  
Visitors also had the opportunity to 
visit the Convent Parlour and the 
school canteen, the Café Lorette, 
for refreshments, and to find out 
some of the College’s exciting plans 
for the years ahead.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented: ‘On 
our Open Day, we were keen 

to stress that a whole range of 
opportunities is open to any student 
who applies for a place at Loreto 
College. We are well equipped to 
offer all our students the possibility 
of excellence in a whole range 
of academic and extra-curricular 
areas. The students who helped 
to introduce our school to visitors 
on Open Day are themselves a 
fine example of the ethos of hard 
work, excellence and community 
spirit which makes Loreto College 
unique.’

With all academic departments 
and many extra-curricular activities 
represented during the Open Day, 
the event was a very successful 
one, building on the College’s 
links with the local community and 
encouraging many young people 
to apply for a place in the Year 8 
Classes of 2016 and 2017.
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All Year 10 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine enjoyed a half-
day workshop entitled ‘Project 
Business’ on Wednesday 10th 
February, facilitated by Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland.

The workshop saw the students 
working in groups to act as 
though they were running a mini 
business for the day, considering 
the aptitudes, challenges and 
risks involved in setting up and 
running a company. The students 
worked together to identify 

‘PROJECT BUSINESS’ WORKSHOP
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

their own strengths and how 
these could be best deployed in a 
business situation. The workshop 
also gave them the opportunity 
to engage in teamwork, creative 
thinking and problem-solving, 
negotiation, decision-making, 
time-management, target-setting 
as well as developing their skills of 
communication and presentation. 

Gail Hamilton of Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland, who led the 
workshops, commended the 
Loreto College students on 

their enthusiastic and positive 
participation, while Mrs Sinead 
McNicholl, Citizenship and 
Employability Co-ordinator at 
Loreto College, commented that 
the workshop had been of great 
benefit to the students in showing 
how skills learned in school could 
be transferable to the world of 
work. Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, commended 
the students, Mrs McNicholl and 
the workshop leaders from Young 
Enterprise NI on a very busy, 
stimulating and interesting day.



116 117

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

All Year 12 students from Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in a 
Success Skills workshop on Friday 
26th February 2016.

Organised by the College’s Careers 
Department in conjunction with 
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland, 
the workshop asked students the 
question: ‘How prepared are you for 
the future?’ The workshop placed 
the students’ GCSE studies and 
post-16 decisions into the context 
of preparing for the world of work, 
developing employability skills and 
trying to give themselves that extra 
‘edge’ to help them get their dream 
job.

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS 
GAIN THE SKILLS TO SUCCEED

The workshop, led by Gail Hamilton 
of Young Enterprise Northern 
Ireland along with business 
volunteers Emma Gunes and Purvis 
Campbell, aimed to help students 
to improve their employability skills 
and capabilities for life at school, 
for their careers and for the world 
of work. Activities carried out in 
groups included an opportunity 
for students to analyse their own 
learning styles, explore employment 
opportunities, and get to grips 
with some of the realities of career 
development, such as completing 
application forms and experiencing 
a job interview situation. Students 
were also given the opportunity to 
consider their own strengths and 
areas of interest, and match these 

to potential career areas.

Miss Maria Flannelly, Head of 
Careers at Loreto College, and Mrs 
Sinead McNicholl, Employability 
Co-ordinator, agreed that the 
workshop had been a very valuable 
opportunity for the students to put 
their GCSE studies into the context 
of preparation for the world of work 
and to assess their own qualities 
and aspirations with a future career 
plan in mind. Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, paid tribute to 
Miss Flannelly and Mrs McNicholl 
as well as to Gail Hamilton of 
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland, 
adding that they had run an event of 
tremendous benefit and value to all 
Year 12 students.

Loreto College Year 12 students enjoying their 

Young Enterprise NI Success Skills workshop, 

with Gail Hamilton of Young Enterprise NI and 

guest speaker Mr Purvis Campbell.

Year 12 students enjoying the Young Enterprise NI Success Skills workshop held at Loreto College Coleraine.

Loreto College students pictured during the Young Enterprise Success Skills Year 12 workshop.

Happy smiles from Year 12 students during the 

Young Enterprise NI Success Skills workshop at 

Loreto College Coleraine.

All Year 11 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine enjoyed a 
workshop on The Economics of 
Staying in School on Wednesday 
16th March 2016.

Thanks to Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland, the Year 11 
students now know the value of 
staying in school. The ‘Learn to 
Earn’ programme presented by 
the Young Enterprise team helps 
students understand that, by not 
acquiring further qualifications, 
they may be dooming themselves 
to jobs which will limit their lifestyle 
possibilities in later life.

LORETO STUDENTS LEARN VALUE 
OF STAYING IN SCHOOL

The Economics of Staying in School 
programme is designed not only 
to show students in stark terms 
the difference between what they 
could earn if they pursued further 
qualifications, but also the difference 
in their future lifestyles. Through a 
variety of interactive activities during 
the course of the day, the students 
explored the choices they will make 
in the years ahead, as well as the 
realities of budgeting and the cost 
of living.

During the course, a variety of 
education and training options 
was discussed, including university 
qualifications, apprenticeships, 
certificates and training schemes. 

Consideration was also given to 
the possibility of the students one 
day running their own business. 
The emphasis was on encouraging 
the students to obtain sufficient 
information to enable them to make 
an informed choice of career.

Mrs Sinead McNicholl, Employability 
Co-ordinator at Loreto College, 
thanked the Young Enterprise 
representative Gail Hamilton and 
Training Officer Tracey Gray, who 
led the day, alongside former Loreto 
College student Conor Donnelly, 
who works for Rutledege, for their 
interesting and thought-provoking 
contribution to the Year 11 Careers 
and Employability programme.

Year 11 students enjoying the Young Enterprise 

NI Learn To Earn workshop at Loreto College.
Loreto College Year 11 students enjoying their Young Enterprise NI Learn to Earn workshop.

Year 11 students deep in thought during their Young Enterprise NI Learn to Earn workshop at Loreto College.

Loreto College Year 11 students with Gail 

Hamilton of Young Enterprise NI during the 

Learn to Earn workshop at Loreto College.



118 119

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

All Year 9 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in an 
Employability programme entitled 
Explore Enterprise, delivered by 
Young Enterprise NI on Thursday 
28th April.

The workshop was delivered by 

YOUNG ENTERPRISE WORKSHOP FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Gail Hamilton of Young Enterprise 
NI, and included an introduction 
to enterprising skills and qualities 
and learning about being an 
entrepreneur.  The Loreto students 
enjoyed some hands-on workshops 
as well as hearing about the 
success and endeavours of some 
local entrepreneurs.

Mrs Sinead McNicholl, Employability 
Co-ordinator at Loreto College, 
commented that the workshop 
had been a useful and enjoyable 
opportunity for the students to 
put their classroom and extra-
curricular learning in the context of 
the workplace as the end of year 
examinations approached. 

As the Year 14s quickly approach 
their exams (by which time this is 
published they will have finished 
them) and near the end of their time 
(or sentence?) here at Loreto, I have 
made it a priority to interview some 
of them about their aspirations and 
memories. Oran Barton, Antonia 
Boorman, Ryan Florida-James 
and Orla Rafferty have been my 
unfortunate subjects.

Ryan and Orla unknowingly both 
shared the same favourite memory 
of their time here at Loreto with one 
another. Ryan said that:

“My favourite memory is a funny/
embarrassing one and it will stick 
with me for the rest of my life. In 1st 
year I dislocated my knee playing 
rounders during PE.” Returning a 
few days later, “sporting a cast”, 
it wasn’t quite over. “When I was 
faced with the choice of taking a 
longer route to class or a reasonably 
small stair case detour my irrational 
brain thought, ‘Let’s do it, stairs it 
is.’ I got down the first step and 
then I gracefully lost my crutch 
placement and plummeted down 
the staircase coming to rest at the 
feet of all my classmates.” 

One of whom was Orla. Orla 
remembered fondly how Ryan 
“fell down the stairs outside Miss 
Galbraith’s room whilst in a full leg 
plaster cast in first year.’’ Oran had 
a different memory. (We had to 
take a moment out of the interview 
as things got very emotional, very 
quickly). Finally composed, I heard 
of the “The Great Snowball War 
of ‘10.’’ “I would’ve been second 
year… A few of us had been 
cornered by a group of wild 6th 
formers and they were relentless; 
their snowballs were denser, their 
throws harder; their aim precise-r...” 
Things were tense. “…but they got 
me... and I ended up becoming a 
human snowman...” Oh, “…but it 

YEAR 14 ASPIRATIONS AND PLANS AS THEY MOVE ON

was completely worth it.” Ah, all’s 
good then (I assume). 

Next came the big question: 
annoying enough, asked countless 
times over by Careers teachers 
and parents and aunts and uncles 
and some distant relation whom 
you’d never met until they were 
springing this on you, let alone this 
mere Year 13. ‘‘What are your goals 
and aspirations moving on from 
Loreto?’’

Antonia, who has secured a 
place at the prestigious Minerva 
University, with a full scholarship, 
said she wished “to be successful; 
to be happy as much as possible; 
to travel the world.” She further 
added, “but mainly to never lose 
the friends I made at Loreto. I made 
friends that honestly I will cherish for 
a lifetime - I couldn’t imagine my life 
without them.” An answer echoed 
by all whom I have spoken to from 
Year 14, in some form or another. 
More specifically, Orla hopes to 
study “’Communication, Advertising 
and Marketing’ at Ulster University’s 
Jordanstown campus” and Ryan 
Dentistry at Liverpool. However, 
every one of those interviewed 
mentioned travelling; from an 
American road trip to Australia, this 
seemed to be on everyone’s minds.  

Things and people change though, 
everyone knew this. I am sure Orla 
speaks for all in saying, “That’s 
the plan aged 18, but who knows 
where I’ll end up, so long as I’m 
happy!”

With their time nearing an end here 
at Loreto, I asked each of them, 
‘‘What does it feel like to be finally 
so close to leaving Loreto?’’

For Oran, it’s “getting pretty emosh 
now.’’ He said, “I didn’t think it 
would get sentimental like this, 
but 300 odd days, for 7 years, is 

a long time and I’m gonna miss 
everyone.” Although… “At the same 
time, though, there comes a point 
when you’re in the library working 
at 90mph trying to get coursework 
finished and you look to your left 
to see some first year lads playing 
Crazy Taxi. That’s when you know 
you’re too old for this place.” 
Heartfelt, truly!

For Ryan, it is “bittersweet”. “People 
always say to me, ‘Your years at 
school will be the best Years of your 
life’ and that has always surprised 
me because it’s very stressful and 
the work load at this level can be 
very demanding,” he said, “but I’ll 
always have positive connotations 
when I hear the word Loreto and I 
can definitely say they have been 
the best years of my life... so far.”

The emotions again conveyed were 
similar. Each Year 14, as individual 
and varying as they are, all stressed 
to me to some extent or other how 
grateful they are towards Loreto for 
having shaped them as an individual 
(so far). Antonia, it appears, is 
not the only one who “[doesn’t] 
understand where those last seven 
years have gone”. Life moves so 
quickly here. “I’ll miss it, but I think 
we’re all ready to move on,” says 
Oran. Perhaps that is true, and 
perhaps the change is, although 
painful, necessary.

I finally asked each of them, “If you 
could give one piece of advice to 
the juniors and younger pupils in 
general, what would it be?’’ 

Oran so wisely stresses that you 
should “…do as much as possible. 
Go to the Elk, be late to class, and 
spend your dinner money at the 
ice cream van.” Before adding, 
“If you’re 5th year or older, do all 
that and more, but try not to get 
caught.” (Is getting published in the 
magazine getting caught?)



120 121

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

From Orla, she stresses that you 
shouldn’t “waste time arguing 
over petty things”. After all, “your 
year group are the people you 
grow up with.” Thoughtful advice 
from experience. She continues, 
“If you get along with your peers 
then school is great place to be. 
Most importantly be kind to one 
and other, make the effort to make 
everyone’s school experience one 
they look back at and cherish.” As I 
can be sure in saying that Orla has 
during her time here. 

Ryan’s ‘piece of advice for juniors’ 
“would be to not go down stairs in 

crutches.” (Noted). Also to “make 
the most of it.” He says, “You don’t 
want to look back at your time at 
Loreto with any regrets! Make as 
many friends as you can and just 
have a great time.”

From Antonia? “No dream is 
unachievable, as long as you are 
willing to work on it.” I feel like this is 
truly spoken from experience. 

In a summary, this cliché ridden, 
heartfelt article stresses one 
thing: the impact that Loreto has 
on each of us as a whole. Many 
things can be learned from those 

who have done all that we have 
done, and more. The message 
that I am getting is that we should 
undoubtedly work hard (as well as 
knowing when to play hard). Making 
the most of school is why we are 
here. 

Maybe I’ll be in this position next 
year, or maybe not, but I would like 
to wish each and every Year 14 the 
best of luck with exams, university, 
and life from here on out and say 
that Loreto will miss you. 

Cain McKendry
Year 13

Primary Six pupils from nineteen schools enjoyed 
Taster Mornings at Loreto College Coleraine towards 
the end of May, exploring a range of activities on offer 
at this prestigious Voluntary Grammar School.

Pupils from all nineteen schools- Ballyhackett PS 
Castlerock, D. H. Christie Memorial PS Coleraine, 
Crossroads PS Kilrea, Mill Strand Integrated PS 
Portrush, St Aidan’s PS Bellarena, St Brigid’s PS 
Ballymoney, St Canice’s PS Dungiven, St Colum’s PS 
Portstewart, St Columba’s PS Ballerin, St Columba’s 
PS Kilrea, St John’s PS Coleraine, St John’s PS 
Dernaflaw, St Joseph’s PS Dunloy, St Malachy’s PS 
Coleraine, St Matthew’s PS Drumsurn, St Patrick’s 
PS Loughguile, St Patrick’s PS Portrush, St Patrick’s 
PS Rasharkin, and St Patrick’s & St Joseph’s PS 
Garvagh- enjoyed activities such as: team-building 
games in PE; an introduction to DNA and learning 
about the application of Science to everyday life; 
poetry writing in the English Department; songs 
in Spanish class; decorating cupcakes in Home 
Economics; some interactive number games in 
Mathematics; and ice-breaker games to explore 
character in Drama.

The pupils also had the opportunity to experience 
the school canteen, Café Lorette, and to meet Year 

PRIMARY SIX PUPILS 
ENJOY A TASTE OF LIFE
AT LORETO COLLEGE

10 students from the College, many of whom had 
attended the same primary schools as the visiting 
students. During the morning, Primary teachers and 
Classroom Assistants also had the opportunity to 
meet the team of teachers and Senior Leadership 
Team members taking part in the event.

Miss Belinda Toner, Vice Principal at Loreto College, 
who co-ordinated the Taster Mornings, commented 
that the events had been a great success and 
that it had been a great pleasure to welcome so 
many enthusiastic young pupils to the College. Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, added 
that he looked forward to welcoming many of these 
pupils back as Year 8 students in September 2017, 
continuing the strongly forged traditions of partnership 
between Loreto College and the many local primary 
schools.
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Learning about DNA in Biology class during the 
Loreto College Primary 6 Taster Day.

Hard at work in Maths class during the 
Loreto College Primary 6 Taster Day.

A Home Economics lesson for 
Primary 6 pupils during 

the Loreto College Taster Day.

Primary 6 pupils learning 
about Physics during the 

Loreto College Taster Day.

Primary 6 pupils from Ballyhacket PS and St Canice’s PS Dungiven exploring 
Home Economics during the Loreto College Taster Day.

Hard at work in the Chemistry Lab during 
the Loreto College Primary 6 Taster Day.
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A final year student from Loreto 
College Coleraine won a Gold 
Medal at the Irish Chemistry 
Olympiad, held at Dublin City 
University on 5th March.

Peter Rogan, who has just 
completed studies for A Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics 
and Physics, impressed the 
examiners at the Olympiad and won 
the top award for students from 
Northern Ireland at the event.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

CHEMISTRY HONOUR FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

The Irish Chemistry Olympiad is 
a Competition for Irish students 
in the final year of second level 
education who are under twenty 
on December 31st in the year of 
the competition.  It is held annually 
in Dublin City University.  Winners 
then progress to the International 
Chemistry Olympiad Finals, this 
year to be held in Tiblisi, Georgia, 
from July 23rd - August 1st.  It is 
unfortunate that sponsorship was 
not available this year to allow Peter 
to attend this international final - a 

Loreto College student Peter Rogan, winner of the Gold Medal at the Irish Chemistry Olympiad 2016,
with Chemistry teachers Mrs J Nugent, Mr F Scullion and Miss M Flannelly.

level of competition for which he 
had thoroughly prepared.

Peter was congratulated on this 
outstanding achievement by Mr 
Frank Scullion, Head of Chemistry 
at Loreto College, and by his 
departmental colleagues Miss Maria 
Flannelly and Mrs Jane Nugent.  Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, paid tribute to Peter and 
to his teachers on this tremendous 
achievement, both by Peter and by 
the entire Chemistry Department.

Frank Scullion, from Loreto College, 
in Coleraine, is the Royal Society 
of Chemistry Schools Education 
Award winner for 2016, recognising 
almost four decades of excellence 
and innovation in teaching.

The Schools Education Award is 
presented to a teacher or team who 
has demonstrated an exceptional 
ability to teach Chemistry and 
inspire students at any pre-
university level. It can either be 
awarded to recognise excellence 
over a prolonged period of time or 
for making a large impact in a short 
period of time.

Mr Scullion receives a prize of 
£2,000, a medal and certificate, 
and an opportunity to share his 
expertise and ideas with many 
other teachers. The school Science 
department also receives £1,000.
On receiving his award, Frank said: 
“I am thrilled and deeply honoured 
to have received this award from 
the Royal Society of Chemistry.

“Chemistry has already given me so 
much in my life and I would never 

LORETO CHEMISTRY TEACHER WINS PRESTIGIOUS 
ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY AWARD

have dreamed of receiving this 
special recognition. It will serve to 
inspire and motivate me to continue 
working with Chemistry education 
long into my retirement years.”

An illustrious list of 47 previous 
winners of the Royal Society of 
Chemistry’s Awards have gone on 
to win Nobel Prizes for their pioneering
work, including Harry Kroto, Fred 
Sanger and Linus Pauling.

Dr Robert Parker, chief executive of 
the Royal Society of Chemistry said: 
“It is an honour to recognise the 
illustrious achievements of our prize 
and award winners in our 175th 
anniversary year. 

“We were founded in 1841 by a 
group of academics, industrialists 
and doctors who understood the 
power of the chemical sciences to 
change our world for the better. 
Our winners share that vision and 
are advancing excellence in their 
fields, whether through innovative 
research or inspirational teaching 
and outreach. 

“We are proud to celebrate and 
support the work of inspiring and 
influential individuals, whose work 
has the potential to improve so 
many lives.”

Award winners are evaluated for 
their significant contributions to 
Chemistry education, which can be 
shown in innovative and effective 
teaching, resource development 
or high quality education research. 
The awards also recognise the 
importance of teamwork across the 
chemical sciences, and the abilities 
of individuals to positively influence 
students and colleagues at all levels 
of education.

Mr Scullion reflects on what he 
has gained from his teaching 
career, saying: “Now in my 37th 
year as a teacher, I have found 
my life in Chemistry education 
enormously interesting, enjoyable 
and rewarding. Always keen to 
embrace new teaching and learning 
resources, I latched onto eLearning 
strategies as early as the birth of the 
internet, creating my first Chemistry 
website in the late 1990s. 

“Several years before YouTube 
came on the scene, I was already 
creating and uploading Chemistry 
videos to Google’s earliest video-
platform. 

“Throughout the last decade, I have 
learnt to use a range of software 
packages that enable me to create 
eLearning resources for teaching 
Chemistry online. My main focus 
has been on the use of animation 
software, as it lends itself perfectly 
to the task of explaining what 
happens at the molecular level. 
My most successful and most 
popular efforts include lessons 
providing simplified explanations of 
instrumental analysis, electrolysis, 
galvanic cells, organic mechanisms 
and laboratory techniques.

“There are of course many excellent 
UK-based websites supporting 
Chemistry education. I have 
deliberately avoided trying to 
replicate what they do. Instead, I 
have sought to develop different 
kinds of resources that complement 
their efforts. As well as the video 
lessons, I have employed PDF 
editing software to produce 
question banks with answers and 
electronic quizzing software to 
promote independent formative 
assessment. 

Mr Frank Scullion, 

Head of Chemistry and 

Senior Teacher at Loreto College 

Coleraine, winner of the 2016 Royal 

Society of Chemistry Schools’ 

Education Award.
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“I have created Chemistry mind 
maps, Excel workbooks for Physical 
Chemistry computations and I have 
utilised peer-to-peer platforms such 
as Google Hangouts and Skype to 
teach pupils live in their own homes. 
In recent months, for example, 
I used Skype to work with this 
year’s Northern Ireland Chemistry 
Olympiad winner. 

“While I plan to retire from teaching 
in a couple of years, the notion of 
retiring from chemistry education 
has never entered my head. Why 
would it, when it has given me so 
much pleasure and satisfaction?”

Speaking on behalf of all the staff 
and students of Loreto College 
Coleraine, College Principal Mr 
Michael James paid tribute to Mr 
Scullion, who has been Head of 
Chemistry and Senior Teacher for 
many years.  Congratulating Mr 
Scullion on this highly prized award, 
Mr James made reference to the 
many generations of enthusiastic 
young scientists who have 
flourished under his guidance and 
the facility he provided for them to 
extend their learning in Chemistry 
far beyond the classroom or the 
timetable.  

“Mr Scullion has always 
communicated his passion for 
Chemistry to his students, inspiring 
them to excel far beyond the 
everyday classroom setting, and 
encouraging many to pursue extra-
curricular and career opportunities 
in the world of Science,” Mr James 
concluded.  “It is wonderful to see 
him rewarded for his enthusiasm 
and his tireless efforts in the realm 
of Chemistry education”. 

YOUNG INNOVATORS AWARD 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

interest and engagement in the STEM subjects, 
and at its centre is an exhibition of innovative 
and exciting project work carried out by 
students from schools throughout Ireland.

Daniel was the runner up in 
his category: Senior Physical, 
Chemical and Mathematical 
Sciences, and was presented 
with his award at Ulster 
University, Jordanstown on 
Monday 13th June.

Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, paid 

tribute to Daniel for his 
hard work, initiative and 
dedication, and to his 
Physics teachers Mrs 
Maeve Close and Mrs 
Katrina Brolly, along with 
former Loreto teacher 
Mr Brian McKenna for 
their support of Daniel in 

his ambitious project.

A Year 14 student from Loreto 
College Coleraine was named 
runner up in the Senior section 
of the 2016 Sentinus Young 
Innovators competition.
 
Daniel White, who at the 
time was completing A Level 
examinations with a view to 
studying Physics at University, 
completed a project entitled 
‘Water Film Motors’ and 
investigated the effect of electric 
fields and current on thin 
layers of soapy water.

Sentinus Young 
Innovators, 
incorporating the Big 
Bang Northern Ireland, 
is one of the largest 
events of its kind in the 
UK, celebrating the 
achievements of young 
people in STEM.  The 
event aims to promote 

All Year 9 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in a 
workshop on Forensics on Friday 
9th October 2015.

Presented in association with the 
University of Strathclyde, by a 
qualified and experienced Forensic 
Scientist, the workshop introduced 
students to the career opportunities 
open to them in the world of crime 
investigation, and the relevance to 
this of their studies in Science.

During the course of the half day, 
the students worked collaboratively 
on a problem-solving exercise. They 
were presented with a scenario 

FORENSICS WORKSHOP
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

in which a student had been 
murdered; they then proceeded 
around a series of stations which 
presented them with various pieces 
of evidence which led towards the 
solving of the mystery. The stations 
tested the students’ skills of 
observation, as well as alerting them 
to the relevance of elements such 
as DNA, moulding, blood groups 
and so on.

With enthusiasm levels among 
the students showing tremendous 
appreciation for the workshop, it 
was deemed a great success by 
Mrs Sheila McBroom, who co-
ordinated the event. Mrs McBroom 

commented: “The workshop 
allowed the pupils to see (and use) 
real applications of science. Such 
activities challenge the pupils in a 
number of other ways - working 
effectively with others in small 
groups - listening and observing 
carefully to build all the evidence, 
and so on.”

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
all those who took part in the 
Forensics workshop, commenting 
that it had provided a valuable 
experience for the students to put 
their learning into the context of an 
interesting and challenging career.
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Some of our Year 10 students 
enjoyed a Technology 
Tournament hosted by St Mary’s 
HS Limavady on Friday 6th 
November. They had a great day 
designing and creating weight-
powered cars.

TECHNOLOGY
TOURNAMENT

STEM MODULE OFFERS
EXCITING EXPERIENCE TO 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

The STEM Module spent a day 
at Loreto College on Tuesday 
24th November 2015, giving 
A Level Biology students an 
exciting hands-on opportunity 
with equipment and apparatus 
to which they might not usually 
have access.

The students had the 
opportunity to take part in 
a Biotechnology Restriction 
Digestion & Analysis of Lambda 
DNA workshop in the STEM 
module. Launched in 2009, 
the STEM Module is a mobile 
laboratory and workshop 
equipped with everything 
required to deliver a state of 

STEM Module 
for 

Yr 14 (24/11/15)

Yr 14  A2 Biology students 
were given the opportunity 
to experience working in the 
area of DNA Technology. They 
used Restriction Enzymes 
which cut DNA at specific base 
sequences.  They then separated 
the resulting fragments using 
Gel Electrophoresis.  They got 
the chance to use very precise 
measuring devices called 
micropipettes, and centrifuges 
which spin samples at high 
speeds.
This technology is very relevant to 
the specifications in AS/A2 so it 
has been a great opportunity for 
the students to experience the 
techniques first-hand.

The students very much enjoyed 
the experience and gave positive 
feedback. They were able to take  
their results away with them. This 
took the form of a piece of gel with 
a banding pattern, showing how 
different restriction enzymes cut 
DNA at different base sequences.

Ms S Mullan

the art learning experience to 
schools across the province. 
The STEM module project is 
funded by the Department of 
Education and the Department 
of Enterprise, Trade and 
Investment, and managed by 
the Education Authority, North 
Eastern Region.  

Loreto A Level science students 
carried out an experiment in the 
Biotechnology of Enzymes, 
exploring the structure of DNA 
and action of restriction enzymes,
which included the use of an 
electrophoresis chamber, an 
experience they found both 
educational and enjoyable.

S
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The school has had a long and 
successful history with the BT 
Young Scientist competition, 
with placing almost a formality 
in the physical, chemical and 
mathematical sciences section. The 
success had much to do with the 
continued tutelage of Mr McKenna, 
but upon his retirement our college 
had not since made a reappearance 
at the competition. In spring of 
2015 Mrs Brolly suggested I take 
part in the competition, but at that 
stage we had little idea of what the 
project would investigate. Although I 
knew very little of the competition or 
the history it shares with the school, 
I had seen the trophies and plaques 
spread around the Technology and 
Physics labs and I would look at 
these and think ‘how would I feel if I 
won such a prize’. The significance 
of the offer to represent the school 
seems very small, but in my own 
mind it was a great honour, for I 
felt my peers were more capable 
of undertaking this project than I. 
For that reason I was very surprised 
to be offered, making me feel like I 
now had something to prove. 

To give me a fighting chance 
we drafted in some help from 
Mr. McKenna. He provided the 
inspiration, experience, equipment 
and vision to make the project 
possible. The project was 
entitled ‘Water Film Motors’, and 
investigated how perpendicular 
electric fields and currents causes 
rotations in soapy bubbles. In 2010 
this phenomenon was investigated 
by Loreto pupils Zoe Cheng and 
Fiona McLauglin     and received 
high praise and a first place in 
Senior Physical, Chemical and 
Mathematical Sciences. The 
pictures and posters around the 
physics laboratories of their project 
provided some of the inspiration to 
investigate this field of science.

When work begun on the actual 
project, I never even read the 

MY YOUNG SCIENTIST EXPERIENCE

previous work done by the school. I 
wanted to go into this project blind 
and take a new path, and I am 
proud to say that after reading the 
girls’ project after completion of my 
own, the projects are very different.

The Phenomenon of Water Film 
Motors was discovered in 2006 
by Iranian Physicis, and the most 
recent published paper was in 
September of 2015, demonstrating 
how current this area of Physics is. 
The main part of my project was 
developing a new and faster way of 
collecting data by using a computer 
mouse. 

Walking through the doors in the 
Royal Dublin Society (RDS) where 
the competition was held, I was 
amazed by the scale of the event 
and the amount of projects entered. 
I was also impressed by the variety 
of the projects, from sunspots to 
pentaquarks and onion cells to 
cancer cells. I spoke to the judges 
including the 2005 Rose of Tralee 
Winner, Aiobhinn Ní Shúilleabháin 
who has a PhD in Physics from 
Trinity College Dublin, and Ronan 
Larkin who works daily in CERN 
with the LHC. Although slightly 
intimidated, I enjoyed explaining 
the project to the judges, and 
attempting to answer any questions 
they had. Even more so, I loved 
talking to the general public about 
the project. I loved their enthusiasm 
in how they tried to understand 
every part of it and I enjoyed 
listening to their suggestions 
and ideas. I had many hour long 
conversations with visitors over the 
4 days. 

Results night came, and the 
ceremony was like a concert with 
music and lights, and had guest 
speakers including President 
Michael D Higgins. Unfortunately 
the project did not secure any 
prizes, which I was originally 
disappointed with considering 

the amount of work that was put 
into it, but when I saw the winning 
projects, I could understand 
the judges’ decisions. I had the 
opportunity to talk to the runner up 
in my category about his project, 
which was about the Swinnerton-
Dyer Birch Conjecture, a famous 
mathematical problem, which when 
solved, that person will receive one 
million dollars. He of course didn’t 
solve it, but he provided a new way 
of looking at the problem which 
gave results as before unseen. And 
he came second! I can only imagine 
the depth and ingenuity of the first 
place overall winner.

That all happened in January 
2016, but June provided a 
second opportunity to show off 
the project through the Sentinus 
Young Innovators competition in 
Jordanstown. The scale of this 
occasion was smaller, but no 
less impressive. I remember while 
waiting for judges I had a very long 
conversation with a teacher from 
another school about my project. A 
very well read man, who wanted to 
know all about the project, asked 
many questions and debated with 
me many points on the project. 
This ninety minute conversation is 
honestly my highlight of both the 
events, and absolutely makes me 
want to pursue a career in physics, 
so I may have more conversations 
like these in the future. 

Fortunately this time the project did 
have success and I was awarded 
second place in my category. This 
achievement is negligible compared 
to what I learned and experienced in 
the last nine months, in developing 
the project and presenting it. I 
cannot thank Mrs. Brolly and Mrs. 
Close enough for letting me do the 
project, and special thanks to Mr 
McKenna for his invaluable help, 
inspiration and guidance, making 
this project possible.

Daniel White Y
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HUMANITIES

INTEREST RATE PRIZE FOR LORETO TEAM

The Loreto College Economics 
team, Cariosa O’Harte, Kate 
McLaughlin, Maggie McBride 
and Cormac McCarry, under the 
watchful eye (and endless guidance) 
of Loreto’s Vice Principal Miss 
Belinda Toner, has had an exciting 
and successful year.

The team scooped second place in 
the UK Final of the Bank of England 
Target 2.0 Interest Rate Challenge. 
Target Two Point Zero invites teams 
of 16-18 year old students to take 
on the role of the Bank of England’s 
Monetary Policy Committee. 
Each team assesses the state of 
the economy and the outlook for 
inflation, and then sets the interest 
rate to meet the Government’s 
inflation target. It presents its analysis 
and its decision to a panel of Bank 
of England judges. 

Having won the Northern Ireland 
heat in November (for Loreto’s tenth 
time in thirteen successive years!), 
the team moved on to the Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and North of 
England heat in February.  At this 
level, they swept aside competitive 
opposition from six other schools 
drawn from throughout the North of 
England as well as from Scotland 
in this round of the competition, 
to bring home the top prize, an 
impressive trophy.  

The Loreto team then took its place 
among the top 6 teams in the UK 
and faced a two-day final in 
London, held in the Bank of England
headquarters, Threadneedle Street.  
From an initial field of 271 teams, 
42 qualified for the area finals; in the 

Loreto College’s Bank of England Target 2.0 team, winners of the Northern Ireland round of the competition: 
Cariosa O’Harte, Maggie McBride, Cormac McCarry and Kate McLaughlin.

UK final, the Loreto team joined the 
other five area winners to compete 
for the Challenge trophy and a 
£5,000 prize. 

Undaunted by the fierce 
competition, the Loreto team 
impressed over a range of 
challenges and in the final 
presentation. They returned home 
with an award of £1000 for the 
school and significant pride!

Mr Michael James, speaking on 
behalf of all the staff and students 
of Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the team members and their mentor 
and coach Miss Toner on their hard 
work and dedication in preparation 
for the competition, and their 
outstanding presentation in the final.  
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The 2015 edition of the annual 
School Magazine, Loreto Lore, 
was launched at Loreto College 
Coleraine on Wednesday 30th 
September.

Providing a record of all major 
school and extra-curricular 
events throughout the 2014-2015 
academic year, the Magazine 
contains hundreds of photos, many 
in full colour, as well as numerous 
articles, artistic and creative 
contributions from students from 
throughout the College.

Paying tribute to the Editor, 
Mrs Caragh Little, and the very 
dedicated team of students on the 
Editorial Committee, Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College, 
commented: “The magazine 
provides a snapshot of the activities 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE LAUNCHED
AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

European Day of Languages was celebrated at Loreto College Coleraine, with the College’s annual European Day, 
held on Thursday 24th September.

Opening with a special Assembly, 
which included prayers in French, 
Spanish, Russian, Polish, Hungarian 
and Irish, to foreground the wide 
variety of modern European 
languages which are spoken in 
Loreto College.  The College’s 
European Day included a wide 
variety of European-themed 
activities and games during 
students’ French, Spanish and Irish 
lessons throughout the day.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
Mrs Siobhan Mullan, European 
Awareness Co-ordinator, who had 
organised the day’s events, and 
to all the members of the French, 
Spanish and Irish departments who 
had contributed to the day.

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES
MARKED AT LORETO COLLEGE

Students who took part in the multi-lingual Assembly to mark 
European Day of Languages at Loreto College, with Mrs Siobhan Mullan, 

European Awareness Co-ordinator. 

which took place in school in the 
past academic year, from liturgical 
to academic, creative to sporting.  

It is an excellent publication, which 
provides a valuable record of school 
life for the years to come.”

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, congratulates 
members of the Editorial Committee on the 204-15 School Magazine.

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK

All Year 10 students spent a day at the Giant’s Causeway on Friday 2nd October.  Some of their adventures can be 
seen here.

SUCCESS IN GAEL LINN QUIZ
Loreto’s Irish department were once again thrilled as a 
Year 10 team was placed second in the regional heat of 
the annual Gael Linn Junior quiz. The victory took place 
in The White Horse Hotel, Derry on Tuesday 6th October.

The jubilant team of Pól Ó Raifeartaigh, Sorcha Nic 
Alastair, Cáit Ní Dhochartaigh and Cillian Colbárd soared 
past over 300 other competitors to win second place and 
went on to represent Coláiste Loreto at the Ulster finals 
early in 2016. The quiz was followed up by an impromptu 
karaoke and a lively céilí with our own pupils participating 
enthusiastically! The Gael Linn hosts complimented 
Loreto’s pupils on their impeccable turnout and keen participation.

Their Irish teachers, Bean Uí Mhaoláin and An tUasal Ó Duifinn were extremely proud of all participants and in 
particular our prize winners. 

Bean Uí Mhaoláin
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22nd October 2015 saw a day 
of excitement, entertainment, 
enthusiasm and, most importantly, 
enjoyment at Loreto College, as 
the Irish Department hosted its 
sixth annual Year Eight Scór: a 
celebration of craft, music, dance, 
and quiz.

In the run up to the big day, the 
energetic and enthusiastic Year 
Eight classes made a fantastic 
contribution in their thorough in-
class preparations. Songs were 
learned off by heart, creative 
and inspired Halloween posters 
were produced and dances were 
practised to perfection.

To start off the morning’s 
proceedings, each class 
courageously took to the floor 
and performed their class song. 
This was followed by the smaller 
group acts; with twinkle toed-Irish 
dancers and fast fingered musicians 
entertaining the masses. A brain 
tickling quiz then tested the Year 
Eight pupils, who rose to the task 
and answered the taxing questions 
set before them.  Additionally, the 
pre-submitted Halloween posters 
were judged on adherence to the 
guidelines, creativity and originality. 
Each class accumulated marks 
from all events and prizes were 
awarded accordingly.

Loreto Irish teachers, Bean Uí 
Mhaoláin and An tUasal Ó Duifinn, 
thanked all Year Eight pupils, 
who prepared and participated 
with fervent animation. Hearty 
congratulations to the winners of 
each section and particularly to the 
overall winners, 8C!

Bean Uí Mhaoláin

YEAR 8 IRISH SCÓR MARKS HALLOWEEN 
AT LORETO COLLEGE

Top 10 Posters:

 Ola Krystowska, 8A

 Wiktoria Czerwinska, 8A

 Eimear Nig Uidhir, 8B

 Alana Ní Bhroin, 8C

 Daniel Ó Géaráin,  8C

 Anna Ní Chathain, 8C

 Philippa Pitt, 8D

 Jack Dihmis, 8D

 Anna Nig Fhionnaile, 8E

 Eoghan Mac Giolla Dé, 8E

Fancy dress winners:

 Euan Mac Shim, 8A

 Maria NicGiollaCheara, 8E

 Rafferty Mac Aodha, 8E

 Seán Ó Daimhín, 8D

 Orla Ní Laifeartaigh, 8D

 Sam Ó hEimhrín, 8B

 Wiktoria Czerwinska,  8A

 Dónal Ó Géaráin, 8C

 Peadar Ó Comchúir, 8C

 Séimí Mac anChléirigh, 8B

Class song winners:

 8A “Seo Linn le Chéile”

Class act winners:

 8C - Peadar Connor & 

 Conrad Ó Coisneacháin

Quiz Winners:

 1st - 8C Team 1

 2nd - 8E Team 5

 3rd - 8C Team 4

Overall Winners:

 8C

Mrs Frances Pepin, Head of Year 8, 
paid tribute to the Year 8 students 
for their enthusiastic participation in 
the Scór, while Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto, commented that 
the event had been a wonderful end 
to the students’ first Half Term at 
the College. 

Our Student Council representatives were elected just before the 
Halloween break.  They were:

 Year 8 Barry Apperly Cormac Carr

 Year 9 Peter Clarke Charlie McKnight

 Year 10 Keeva Smith Megan McDermott

 Year 11 Aoibheann Conway Eunan McNicholl

 Year 12 Ben White Sarah Moore

 Year 13 Lauren O’Kane Conor Rogan

 Year 14 Leon Govan Oran Barton

 Head Girl Orla Rafferty                          

 Head Boy Ryan Florida James               
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A student from Loreto College Coleraine 
won through the local heat of the annual 
Rotary Youth Leadership Development 
competition and represented the 
Coleraine area in the Regional Heat.

Cariosa O’Harte, who is in Year 13 
at Loreto College, took first place in 
the local heat of the competition, 
held in Coleraine in November.  
She went on to be named runner-
up in the Regional final of the 
annual Rotary Youth Leadership 
Development competition.

No stranger to success, Cariosa is 
well known in Loreto College as an 
accomplished musician as well as for 
significant academic success.  One of 

ROTARY SUCCESS FOR
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

Loreto’s top achievers at GCSE, 
Cariosa was placed Second in CCEA 

GCSE Economics, and is now studying 
for A Levels in Chemistry, Economics, 

Mathematics and Physics.  Cariosa 
is well known in Loreto for her 
outstanding harp playing, and is 
a member of the College’s very 
successful traditional group as well 
as an excellent soloist.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
Cariosa on this highly impressive 

achievement, commending her 
on her enthusiasm, hard work 

and leadership skills as well as her 
generosity in contributing to many 

areas of school life.

A group of GCSE History students 
from Loreto College Coleraine 
spent an educational and 
enjoyable five days in Berlin at the 
end of October to complement 
their studies.

The students, all in Years 11 
and 12 at the College, enjoyed a 
very full programme of activities 

BERLIN ADVENTURE FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE HISTORIANS

and visits.  Highlights of the trip 
included visits to the Wahnsee, 
the Olympic Stadium, Checkpoint 
Charlie, the Berlin Wall and 
Wall Museum, the Holocaust 
Memorial and the Sachsenhausen 
Concentration Camp.  The 
students, and the staff who 
accompanied them (including trip 
leader Mr Bob Murphy, Head of 

History) found the trip to be both 
thought-provoking and enjoyable.
Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, paid tribute 
to Mr Bob Murphy, Head of 
History, who organised and led 
the trip, for the imaginative and 
meticulous planning of such a 
wonderful educational experience 
for the GCSE History students.
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A team of Year 13 students 
represented Loreto in the BASE 
Competition in November: this is 
ICAEW’s National Business and 
Accounting competition.

The team of six students: 
Christopher Doherty, Philip 
Doherty, Shea McTaggart, Aidan 
O’Boyle, Daniel O’Kane and John 
Smyth, were are able to put their 
classroom learning into practice 
by acting as a team of ICAEW 
Chartered Accountants for the 
day. Supported by a professional 
mentor, the team was presented 
with a variety of business issues 
they needed to provide innovative 
recommendations for. The team had to present their advice to a panel of highly respected judges.  

The Loreto team, sadly, didn’t qualify for the next round, but presented their case very well indeed in the school’s 
first year taking part in this competition.  

BASE COMPETITION

Loreto College held a Poetry 

Competition to celebrate National 

Poetry Day in October, with 

students invited to write poetry on 

any aspect of the theme of Light.  

In early November, winners of this 

school-wide competition were 

rewarded at College Assembly.

The Year 8-10 Section was won 

by Aron Lestas (Year 9).  In second 

place were Lisa Marie Benson 

(Year 8) and Euan Simpson 

(Year 8), while in third place were 

Savannah Corbett (Year 10) and 

Katie Mulholland (Year 8). The 

Year 11-12 Section was won by 

Oonagh Rafferty (Year 11), while 

the Sixth Form Section was won by 

Philip Doherty (Year 13) with Cain 

McKendry (Year 13) runner-up.

Mrs Caragh Little, Head of English 

at Loreto College, who chaired 

the adjudicating committee, 

commented that the standard of 

entries had been very strikingly high, 

adding that the final adjudication 

had been difficult with so many 

outstanding poems to choose from. 

All the poets were congratulated 

by Mr Michael James, Principal of 

Loreto College, and commended 

on their effort, enthusiasm and 

talent in entering such outstanding 

poems for this tightly-contested 

competition.

LORETO COLLEGE REWARDS PROMISING POETS
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On Thursday 19th November our Year 12 Irish 
students, along with hundreds of other GCSE Irish 
students from schools across Derry, travelled to 
Maghera Leisure Centre for an information day on 
careers that are available in the Irish language. 

The day began with talks from various speakers from 
all facets of life who, without the Irish language would 
not have had the opportunity to achieve the success 
they have in their respective careers. Lynette Fay, 
BBC Radio presenter was compere and the speakers 
ranged from Caitlín Nic Aoidh, weather forecaster for 
TG4 to Joe Brolly, who spoke of the importance of the 
Irish language to our cultural identity.

The first half of the day ended with Cuthbert Artura, a 
fluent Irish speaker and singer from Zimbabwe putting 
the students’ singing and dancing skills to the test!
In the afternoon the students had the opportunity to 
walk around the various stalls to discuss the many 
career opportunities with those who spend their lives 
working in Irish. Students were given the opportunity 

LÁ NA NGAIRMEACHA - CAREERS AS GAEILGE

to explore Irish careers in radio, television, education, 
journalism, translation and many more.  

This certainly proved to be a very enjoyable and 
informative day for all the students and they now 
have a greater appreciation of just how many job 
opportunities are available if you have Irish as a 
qualification!

Our Year 12 Irish students among 
the many pupils attending Lá na 
nGairmeacha in Maghera.

Some of our students with Caitlín Nic Aoidh - 

a weather forecaster on TG4.

The girls having their TG4 selfie taken!
Ciarán Mac Giolla Bhéin and Pádraig Ó Tiarnaigh 

from Conradh na Gaeilge speak to some Loreto 

students about career opportunities in Irish.

The annual Dublin Galleries Trip for 

Senior Art & Design students took 

place on Friday 11th December, 

with students visiting the Hugh Lane 

Gallery, National Gallery and Dublin 

Writers’ Museum.

For the first time, the trip took 

place in the company of students 

and staff from Coleraine Grammar 

School.  Mr Cunning reported that 

the day was a great success in 

winter sunshine.

DUBLIN 
GALLERIES TRIP

Two sixth form students from Loreto College Coleraine enjoyed 
success in Art & Design competitions as the Autumn Term drew 
to a close.

Kate McLaughlin, a Year 13 student, won first place in the local 
Causeway Credit Union Art Competition: her work went on to win 
a Certificate of Commendation in the National Competition.
The theme for this year’s competition was Happiness.

Meanwhile Laura Millar, Year 14, was delighted to 
have her work selected for the Coleraine Art Society 
Student Art Competition, in which 
it received a Special 
Commendation.  Laura’s 
work, along with the work 
of many other students, 
was on display in the 
Riverside Theatre for 
several weeks.

Both Kate and Laura were 
congratulated on these 
outstanding achievements 
by Mr Paul Cunning, Head 
of Art & Design at Loreto 
College, on behalf of all the 
staff and students of the 
College. 

ART AND DESIGN SUCCESSES 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Laura Millar is congratulated 

by Loreto College Principal 

Mr Michael James on her 

Special Commendation in the 

Coleraine Art Society Student 

Art Competition.

Kate McLaughlin, winner of the Causeway Credit Union Art Competition 2015.
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In January, Junior students were 
presented with prizes to reward an 
excellent standard of entries for the 
Modern Languages Art Competition 
run in the College before Christmas.

The challenge of the Modern 
Languages Christmas Art 
Competition, organised by Mrs 
McCambridge (on the right of the 
picture) was to design a nativity 

LORETO JUNIORS EXCEL IN 
MODERN LANGUAGES ART COMPETITION

Mrs A McCambridge paid tribute to Mr P Cunning, Head of Art, for adjudicating and to Miss Milena Mroz, a 
talented Yr12 Art student, for helping to present the prizes. Present in the picture on the left is Mrs Mullan, Head 

of Modern Languages, who also lent her support. Many thanks go to Mr James, Loreto Principal, for his generous 
sponsorship of the competition.  Mrs McCambridge congratulated the students on their excellent competition 

entries, commenting that they could be deservedly proud of their success.

scene with all the colours labelled in 
Irish, French or Spanish.

In French, first prize went to 
Wiktoria Czerwinska, second prize 
to Sophie Price and third prize to 
Katie O’Kane.  First prize in Irish 
went to Anna Toner, second prize 
to Alana Burns and third prize to 
Ella O’Callaghan.  In Spanish, first 
prize went to Chloe Starrett, second 

prize to Halle Gunes and third prize to 
JD Dillon.  The following students were 
Highly Commended:  Shannon Baird, 
Corey Cassidy, Clodagh Calvert, 
Cathal Christopher, Hirek Cichy, 
Oran Clyde, Mairead Frizelle, Eimear 
Maguire, Jack McCormack, Hermione 
McGowan, Tepenga McMullan, Beth 
McNerlin, Katie Mulholland, Niall 
Owens, Orla Quinn, Sean Scullion, 
Zoe Taylor, and Evan Wright.

In late January, all GCSE and A Level Art & Design students spent a day exploring the Ulster Museum, 
and in particular the annual CCEA True Colours exhibition.  Accompanied by Mr Cunning and Mrs McGill,

the students found the day to be inspiring and enjoyable.

SENIOR ART TRIP 2016

Loreto College’s Year 10 Gael Linn 
Quiz team took part in the Ulster 
Final of this prestigious event on 
Friday 22nd January, finishing in an 
outstanding second place.

Having qualified for the Final in the 
regional heat in November, Loreto 
faced stiff competition in the final.  
The final saw a total of 22 teams 
competing at an extremely high 
standard for the title.  Although 
the standard was high and the 
questioning intense and challenging, 
the Loreto College team performed 
extremely well.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
the four students involved: Cillian 
Calvert, Kate Doherty, Sarah 
McAllister and Paul Rafferty, as well 
as paying tribute to the College’s 
Irish Department who had prepared 
them for this challenging event.

GAEL LINN SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE TEAM

The Loreto College team which finished second in the Ulster Final of the Gael Linn Quiz: Kate Doherty, 
Cillian Calvert, Sarah McAllister and Paul Rafferty.
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Year 8 pupils enjoyed making St. Brigid’s crosses and learning about one of our patron saints during their Irish 

classes in the first week of February. All pupils did really well with the tricky craft of cross-making. Here are a 

selection of pupils in action and the final result.

ST BRIGID’S DAY CELEBRATIONS IN IRISH CLASS

At 11.45 p.m. on Monday 21st 
March 2016, 26 of our AS and A2 
Religious Studies students met at 
the school gates, to begin the first 
stage of their journey to Rome with 
Gerry, from Causeway Coaches. 
We made haste to the airport, and 
from there boarded an Aer Lingus 
flight to Rome Fiumicino airport. 
On arrival, we were transported by 
coach to Hotel Dina, where bags 
were left off and the first lunch in 
Rome was enjoyed. 

Our first visit was arranged to meet 
at the Roman Colosseum. This was 
the students’ first experience of 
travel through Rome metro style! 
We met Alessandro Norci - our 
tour guide, and everyone was 
provided with ear-phones to hear 

“AND SO THEY CAME TO ROME”  Acts 28:14-15

about Rome’s most awe inspiring 
ancient monument. Alessandro 
guided us to the Roman Forum, 
once the heart of ancient Rome 
and the Victor Emanuel Building, 
commonly known as the ‘Wedding 
Cake’ building, where guards patrol 
the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
We also walked to the Pantheon, 
the most complete ancient 
Roman structure in the city, and 
witnessed where the most recent 
archaeological excavations are 
currently being worked on. 

A highlight of our trip was the Papal 
Audience with Pope Francis I on 
Wednesday morning in St. Peter’s 
Square. Our students witnessed the 
Swiss Guard, and many of them 
were so close to the Pope as he 

went round on the Popemobile! 
It was quite amazing to hear one 
of the Cardinals calling out the list 
of those welcome to the Papal 
audience gathering, and to hear - 
“Loreto College, Coleraine” in the 
call-out! There was an amazing 
atmosphere, where visitors from all 
over the world hailed their country’s 
flag. We then went to St Peter’s 
Basilica, which is the largest of the 
Papal Basilicas in Christendom, 
and it is claimed that the remains 
of St Peter are buried there, along 
with many other Popes, including 
Pope John Paul II.  In the afternoon, 
a reservation had been made 
for a guided tour of the Vatican 
Museums - the Raphael Rooms and 
the Sistine Chapel. Our guide was 
highly informed and she explained 
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the context of the paintings of the 
Sistine Chapel very clearly, prior 
to entry. Throughout the trip, we 
also had the opportunity to visit St 
Paul Outside the Walls - another 
Papal Basilica, built over the burial 
place of St. Paul, and the Basilica of 
Santa Maria Maggiore, the largest in 
Rome, dedicated to Mary. 

On Thursday, we travelled by bus 
to the Catacombs of St Sebastian, 
where the remains of St Peter and 
St Paul had been brought to for a 
period of time. The Catacombs, 
captured the primitive means 
of expressing belief, still used 
in Christian churches today; for 
example Latin inscriptions in Greek 
characters. The Chi Rho is one of 
the earliest cruciform symbols used 
by Christians. The ‘fish’ symbol, 
known as ‘Ichthus (ikh-thoos)’ or 
‘ichthys’ - Greek letters meaning, 
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour.” 
These symbols were prominent 
throughout the Christian areas of 
the Catacombs. 

Having made correspondence with 
Fr Tom Norris, the Spiritual Director 
of the Pontifical Irish College in 
Rome, in advance of our trip, I 
was delighted that he invited our 
whole group to celebrate the Mass 
of Chrism in the Irish College on 
Holy Thursday evening. Monsignor 
Ciaran O’Carroll, Rector met us 
when we arrived, and took us 
on a short tour. He told us about 
the life of Daniel O’Connell, for 

whom a monument is erected 
in the Irish College. He told us 
of the dying wish of O’Connell, 
who was instrumental during the 
Emancipation - “My body to Ireland, 
My heart to Rome, My soul to God.” 

We met with many of the 
seminarians and Fr Tom Norris 
prior to Mass and were given 
such a warm welcome. One of the 
priests invited two of our students 
- Aidan Boyle and Kate Bradley to 
partake in the Washing of the Feet 
ceremony during the Mass, which 
was very special. Fr Hugh Clifford 
celebrated the Mass. The choir led 
the singing of many hymns in Latin, 
and at the end of the Mass, the 
Eucharist was brought to another 
Chapel by candlelit procession. 

On arrival at Ciampino Airport, 
to depart back home to Ireland 
on Friday evening, it was hard to 
believe how quickly our time had 
gone in, and how much had been 
packed in to this very memorable 
trip. Alongside the scheduled 
trips I had arranged with the tour 
company, we also had time to 
visit Villa Borghese Park, north of 
the Spanish Steps – the largest 
public park in Rome, featuring 
lakes, temples, fountains and lots 
of fun. It was most definitely a day 
to remember! The sun shone and 
the students and teachers took 
time to relax and enjoy the scenery 
and the ice-cream. We even had a 
proposal celebrated by all visiting 

the stunning Trevi Fountains, 
between Daniel Catterson and 
Una Mellon! The cobbled streets of 
Rome heard much laughter from 
the Loreto students, with only the 
odd complaint on the necessity to 
find somewhere to locate Wi-Fi! 
We were blessed with the weather, 
the variety of visits, but most 
importantly, the students - who 
embraced the whole experience 
and culture so fully. I would 
also like to thank Mrs Sweeney 
and Mr Conroy - the staff who 
accompanied me on the trip. 

Siobhán McCarry
Head of Religious Education

Ah Rome. “Rome Aeterna”, “Caput 
Mundi,” one of the most beautiful 
and ancient cities in the world. A 
veritable treasure trove of art, culture
and history. So, obviously, the 
perfect place to bring twenty-six 17 
and 18 year olds for a full four days. 

Our trip began (as all good trips 
do) at midnight on the 21st March 
2016. For the majority of us who 
had never seen school before or 
after the hours of 8.00 am to 3.15 
pm, (inclusive, believe it or not) this 
was the sense of the beginning 
of an adventure. After the initial 
excitement on the bus had died 
down, about when we reached 
Ballymena - ironically - everyone 
began to try and get some sleep, 
which as Mrs Sweeney assured, 
“Youns’ll need.”

The bus driver appeared to be 

ROME 2016

trying to break some sort of speed 
record, so we arrived in Dublin 
Airport at 3.00 am for a 7.00 am 
fight and, after being sorted into our 
three registration groups, realised 
we were missing one of the vital 
members of the trip - Mr Conroy.

Sarah McKeown and Carla 
McErlean were all for leaving him 
behind, but despite probably having 
similar feelings about being his 
colleagues, Mrs Sweeney and Mrs 
McCarry insisted we wait. 

A whole hour and a half after we 
first crossed the airport doors, 
KC sauntered in and, as everyone 
knew he would, denied any form 
of wrongdoing. Now he was here, 
however, and we were on our way!

The flight seemed to pass most 
of us by, as we all seemed to be 

caught in that strange “in-between” 
stage on an aeroplane - not quite 
sleeping but not quite awake either. 
After about three hours, we landed 
in Rome.

Not quite believing we were actually 
there, we were packed onto a bus 
and set off into the heart of the 
city, looking forward to a nap and 
to relax at the “luxurious” Hotel 
Dina after a long day of travelling. 
When we got there, however, it was 
definitely not to be. Mrs McCarry 
was a woman on a mission! We 
were allocated our rooms and told, 
(this was definitely the Irish mother 
side in her), we had, “an hour to be 
washed, dressed, and ready to run 
out the door.”

Having not really seen any of the 
famous sights yet, but having 
already eaten pizza, pasta and ice 
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cream, some of us did not really 
feel as if we were at the centre of 
modern civilisation quite yet. As 
Gianni put it after that first hour, “It’s 
like Belfast with sun, sur.” Our first 
journey into the city consisted of 
a trip on the Roman underground. 
This wasn’t something we were 
likely to forget in a hurry, mostly 
because of the bemused faces 
of some local Italians when they 
witnessed a half-Greek half-Ballerin 
man (guess who?), quite literally 
shoulder the doors of one of the 
carriages open to make sure that 
everyone got on. 

We were told our stop was called, 
“Colosseo.” No prizes for guessing 
where our first visit would be. As 
soon as we stepped out of the 
subway station, the Colosseum was 
right there in front of us, and I can 
testify that it’s about fifty times more 
amazing than it looks. After wading 

through people selling selfie-sticks 
and tea towels, we found our tour 
guide and entered the Colosseum. 
On the inside the closest thing I 
could say it resembles is a football 
stadium, it really is incredible. An 
hour spent there was followed by 
a tour round Rome; including the 
Roman Forum, the heart of Ancient 
Rome and where the Senate 
sat, the Victor Emanuel building 
(described by Daniel Catterson 
as “A much bigger version of the 
convent house”) and the Pantheon, 
the oldest Catholic Church in 
Rome. A break for dinner was then 
followed by what was perhaps the 
most incredible part of the entire 
trip - the Trevi Fountain. 

Trevi really is beautiful. We were 
lucky that restoration work finished 
on it just a month before we arrived 
and it looked incredible. Legend 
has it, that if you want to return 

to Rome, you have to throw 
in a coin over your left 

shoulder. Perhaps 
it was a judge 

of the 

successfulness of the trip already 
that the call took hold throughout 
the group - “Does anyone have any 
change?”

Our second day meant a visit to 
Vatican City and St. Peter’s Basilica. 
Despite something we were all 
incredibly excited for, it meant a 
very early start of 7.15 am. The 
Pope was giving an audience that 
day and we had to be there, so 
said Mrs Sweeney, “Good and early 
to hear what he has to say.” After 
another subway ride and a race up 
the steps with Mr Conroy (I won’t 
embarrass you by saying who won, 
Sir), we arrived at the very busy 
gates of Vatican City. After entering 
into St. Peter’s Square, Mrs 
McCarry and Mrs Sweeney took 
on the manner of two teenage girls 
at a One Direction concert. None 
of us will ever forget the sight of 
them scrumming their way through 
a crowd of Italians, Argentinians 
and Belgians to get to the front of 
the barriers to see Pope Francis 
come past in his Pope-mobile. After 
listening to the Pope’s message 
and doing some “representing” 
of our own, involving several flags 
and some chairs, we went in to St. 
Peter’s Basilica. 

Again, it’s hard to put into words 
how breath-taking the Basilica is. 
The sheer size and wealth of the 
place should be enough, but the 
history associated with it just tops 

it off. You could quite literally spend 
days in there and not get bored. 
After a few hours - ironically - we 
met up again out the front of the 
basilica and had an amazing view 
over a nearly empty St. Peter’s 
Square. After this we had a tour of 
the Vatican Museums, culminating 
in the Sistine Chapel. The famous 
ceiling in the Chapel looks even 
more amazing in real life, despite 
not being allowed to take photos, 
people were sneaking in “cheeky 
selfies” with Michelangelo’s best 
work. Chef Express for dinner (the 
less said the better) was followed 
by an inadvertent trip back to the 
Trevi Fountain. It wasn’t as crowded 
this time and so even more special. 
Rome also proved its title of “the 

City of Love.” Daniel Catterson, 
in full view of the city of Rome 
and its many, many tourists, got 
down on one knee and popped 
the question to Una Mellon. Mrs 
McEwan has to get a mention here, 
as the witnesses to the proposal 
did an absolutely brilliant job of 
piling on. Roses were thrown, rings 
were procured from somewhere, 
real tears were cried, and a 
round of applause was started 
that resulted in the ENTIRE Trevi 
Fountain stopping, joining in, and 
congratulating the “happy couple.”

The Catacombs and St Paul’s 
Outside the Walls Basilica were 
our main visits on Day 3. The 
Catacombs of San Sebastian were 
about an hour outside Rome and, 
despite being very, very interesting, 
were quite claustrophobic, so I 

think everyone was quite glad to 
reach the huge St Paul’s Basilica. 
After another race with KC (won’t 
say who won), we went into the 
Basilica.

Mrs McCarry assured us this was 
relevant to our course, but most 
of us just couldn’t believe how any 
one building could have so much 
gold in it! St Paul’s was, yet again, 
incredible and even more special 
as it was being prepared for Holy 
Week, so everything was in perfect 
condition. After an hour or so there, 
we went back into the centre of 
Rome and were given several 
hours’ free time before Mass in the 
Irish College.

We were given an incredibly warm 
welcome to the Irish College. 
Monsignor Ciaran O’Carroll gave us 
a personal tour of the College and 
the history of it. He also summed up 
how many of us were beginning to 
feel about Rome when he told us of 
Daniel O’Connell’s final words:

I leave my soul to God, my body to 
Ireland, and my heart to Rome.

We were to go to Mass in the 
College that night and, as it was 
Holy Thursday, this meant that there 
would be the Washing of the Feet 
during the Mass. Kate and I were 
chosen for this, and we both agreed 
we’d have to apologise to the priest 
after. An entire day walking round 
Rome in shoes does not make for 
pleasant smelling feet! The Mass 
in the College was very special, 

however, and something that many 
of us may not ever experience 
again. Mrs McCarry was adamant 
that I had to become a priest and 
Kate had to become a nun after we 
had our feet washed - “In Rome! It’s 
so exciting!” Back to the hotel via a 
few wrong turns, then some games 
that Mr Conroy was far too good at 
(fixed) then it was bedtime, on our 
last night in Rome.

Our final day featured a visit to 
the Santa Maria della Maggiore, 
the fourth and largest of the Papal 
Basilicas, and the Spanish Steps. 
After visiting these, we were given 
free rein for the rest of the day. The 
Villa Borghese Park was another 
incredible area of Rome. The 

highlight of the last day, without 
a doubt, was when we hired out 
what could only be known as 
“Chucklemobiles” and proceeded 
to show Romans how mad Irish 
people really are. Put it this way, 
throw Mr Conroy with his teenage 
sense of humour, Clodagh McG, 
Daniel Catterson, Gianni Papa, and 
me into a small cart in a city with 
lots of hills, and give them a chance 
to race against Mrs McCarry, Mrs 
Sweeney, Carla and Kate? There’s 
no way we’re going to go quietly. 
After learning more Italian swear 
words in an hour than we had the 
whole trip, it was time to give the 
cart back and say our goodbyes to 
Rome. 

Not before it gave us one last 
present, however. The view from the 
top of Pincio Hill, as the sun was 
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setting over Rome, was truly breath-
taking. It was easy to see then, why 
there have been so many stories, 
poems and plays written about 
this old city, and why there will be 
for years to come. Mrs McCarry, 
Mr Conroy and Mrs Sweeney 
organised an amazing trip. Rome 
was incredible, it was an experience 
that none of the twenty-six LCC 
students will ever forget. After 
everything we had heard of Rome, 
even if we are never back, we can 
remember the old Asian proverb:

Better to see something once, than 
to hear about it a thousand times.

Aidan Boyle LCC
Year 13

Students and staff at Loreto College 
Coleraine have been participating 
in a number of Shared Education 
projects with colleagues from 
Coleraine Grammar School and 
St Joseph’s College Coleraine this 
year.

A wide range of projects saw 
students and staff from the three 
schools working together to 
bridge gaps including literacy and 
numeracy mentoring, with Sixth 
Form students working with Junior 
students from partner schools to 
enhance attainment and confidence 
in English and Mathematics.

One project involved Year 11 Art 
students working together, with 
each partner school hosting a 
workshop delivered by an invited 
artist specialising in a particular 
field. The first work shop took place 
on 1st March in Loreto College, 
and was delivered by Ellen Bell on 
the topic of Photoshop. Pending 
workshops include printmaking 
and a session with Artist Annette 
Hennessy, with students from 
the partner schools attending the 
workshops together.

A Level students of Government 

LORETO COLLEGE EMBARKS ON 
SHARED EDUCATION PROJECTS

and Politics from Loreto College 
and Coleraine Grammar School 
undertook a series of joint lessons 
and a joint trip to the Northern 
Ireland Assembly at Stormont.  
These collaborative sessions 
combined key elements of the AS 
Level Government and Politics 
course with an opportunity for 
partnership and discussion in the 

classroom, as well as a shared 
experience for both Year 13 classes 
in visiting Stormont.

As next year begins, collaboration 
will continue between the partner, 
neighbouring schools with the 
intention of enriching the learning 
and teaching experience for both 
students and staff.

AS Level Government and Politics students from Coleraine Grammar School and Loreto College 
visiting the NI Assembly at Stormont as part of the Shared Education Programme.

AS Level Government and Politics students from Loreto College and 
Coleraine Grammar School collaborating in preparation for their 
Shared Education Project trip to the NI Assembly at Stormont.
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A group of A Level Politics students, Gareth Doherty, 
Mark McKillen, Callum McKinney, John Mullan and 
Orla Rafferty, appeared on BBC Breakfast in April 
as part of the Good Friday Generation project.  The 

STUDENTS APPEAR ON BBC BREAKFAST

students took part in a discussion with colleagues 
from Coleraine Grammar School and found 
themselves being quoted on the BBC News website 
and their comments replayed on BBC Radio 4.

All Year 9 students spent Monday 20th June in Derry, as a 
finishing point for their studies of History this year.

The Year 9 group walked around Derry’s walls and spent 
time in the Tower Museum - a thoroughly enjoyable and 
stimulating day out!

YEAR 9 HISTORY TRIP
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Year 9 students from Loreto College, Coleraine 
Grammar School and St Joseph’s College Coleraine 
worked together on their studies of the Ulster 
Plantation as part of the Shared Education Initiative 
during the final week of April.

The event, hosted in Loreto College, saw 
approximately 440 Year 9 students from all three 
schools taking part in workshops on the Ulster 
Plantation led by The Armagh Heritage Centre.

Mr Bob Murphy, Head of History at Loreto 
College, paid tribute to Mr Emmett Harkin, Shared 
Education Co-ordinator at Loreto, who organised 
the workshops, commenting that this had been an 
excellent opportunity for the students from all three 
schools to work together in learning about their 
shared history. 

STUDENTS COLLABORATE IN 
SHARED EDUCATION HISTORY PROJECT

As part of the Shared Education 
Programme, Mrs McGill was 
delighted to invite some artists 
and designers into school to run 
workshops for students from 
Loreto, Coleraine Grammar School 
and St Joseph’s College.  At 
the time of going to press, there 
have been four workshops, which 
have focused on Photoshop and 
sculpture, and the visiting artists 
have also talked about their own 
professional practice.  Two full-day 
printing workshops were planned 
for late June, again bringing 
together approximately 40 students 
from the three schools along with 
their Art teachers.  Mrs McGill was 
especially delighted to welcome 
her own former Art teacher, Marion 
Knipe from CGS!

To date, the visiting speakers have 
been Annette Hennessy and Ellen 
Bell.  

Annette Hennessy was born in 
Cork and graduated from the Cork 
College of Art and Design in 1982.  
She is now living in North Antrim. 
She is a sculptor who has worked 
on public sculptures throughout 
Ireland and also internationally.  She 
has broad experience in working 
with wax and bronze, particularly 
in figurative sculpture. Annette is 
a former Executive Member of the 
Association of Artists in Ireland.  
She has also a great deal of 

SHARED EDUCATION: ART WORKSHOPS

experience in devising and running 
Children’s Art Workshops.  Her 
work can be found in both private 
and public collections in Ireland.

Ellen Bell runs her own business, 
designing apps for various tenders 
from councils and other government 
bodies.  She originally trained in 
Fashion Design at UUB and won 

the Smirnoff Fashion Awards before 
going on to complete a Master’s 
degree in Marketing.  She then took 
up employment at the BBC for 12 
years, designing online educational 
materials.  After working her way up 
to producer level at the BBC she 
created her own company ‘Digital 
Key’ which now enables her to 
complete a variety of digital projects. 
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Fieldwork for Y8A, D & 
E took place on Friday 
22nd April. The young 
geographers walked from 
LCC, on a sunny morning 
to the town centre (or CBD 
as we like to call it!), where 
they carried out surveys, 
answered questions and 
completed a map to 
classify shops and services 
found within the CBD.

Teachers accompanying 
the pupils were Mr Shaw, 
Mrs McGreevy, Mr Colins 
and Miss Scott. 

A great day was had by all, 
and now for the write up...

YEAR 8 GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK

After some lively campaigning by Mrs 
Mellon’s Year 14 Economics students, 
a mock referendum was held among 
Loreto’s staff and students about 
whether we should leave the 
EU or retain our membership, 
in the lead-up to the real EU 
Referendum in June.

After a week of online voting, 
the results were announced 
on Tuesday 26th April, with 
56% of Loreto’s staff and 
students voting to stay in EU.

However, an interesting statistic 
was that among Loreto’s sixth 
form and staff, 64% voted to leave… 
interesting given that this demographic 
represents those who will be eligible to vote ‘for real’ in June.

We await the real referendum with interest!

LORETO’S EU REFERENDUM RESULTS ARE IN!

We stayed in Paris for 3 nights and 
4 very, very warm days (tip: avoid 
denim in direct sunlight). On the first 
day we spent time touring the city. 
The transition from spending an odd 
rainy day in Belfast to wandering 
the Renaissance haven that is Paris 
was stark. That night we dined at 
Flunch (a highlight, most definitely). 
I have never seen as much chicken 
and mashed potato in the same 
place before, and can be sure I will 
never see more: it was great. Upon 
arriving at the hotel, what, I ask, 
was there to greet us? Only a 24 
hour McDonald’s (erm…quarante…
poulet-nuggets?). This was good, 
very good.

Day two was my favourite. We 
spent three hours perusing the 
Louvre Museum, I personally 
spent most of that time wondering 
why the large glass pyramid I 

LORETO PARIS TRIP - JUNE 2015

had just seen was deemed to be 
“controversial”. The museum was 
structured as a large timeline which 
was interesting. Mid-way through 
I was interrupted by an American 
family; “Oh my Gawd, we’re from 
Atlanta too!” Guiltily looking at the 
large noun printed on my t-shirt, 
I stuttered a, “Oh, well you see, 
I’m actually from Norn Iron” before 
taking a picture with them and 
wandering on. I left with a book 
about Rembrandt and a book about 
Escher, as well as a strengthened 
appreciation of art. As an aside, the 
Mona Lisa is quite overrated. 

After the Louvre, we took a boat 
journey down the river Seine. 
This was a very beautiful part of 
the trip, seeing the Eiffel Tower 
and many famous buildings such 
as Notre Dame. It was beautiful, 
undoubtedly, but I decided not to 

bring sunglasses (leave me alone 
mom, I’m all grown up now!!!) … 
regretfully. Each bridge was respite 
for my squinting eyes. If ever you left 
them open a fraction of a second 
longer than the shade allowed, you 
were rendered temporarily blind, 
there was no in-between. 

When the boat trip ended, the 
group visited l’Arc de Triomphe, 
under which an eternal flame burns 
for ‘France’s Unknown Soldier’. 
The view was breath-taking. Once 
again, I compare it to a well-known 
local view from The Belfast Eye: 
stark…

We broke up for some time 
afterwards, during which we 
strolled up and down the Champs 
Elysées. The window shopping 
had each of us bankrupt ten-times 
over, however I did have the best 
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smoothie I’ve ever had in a small 
café there, so I would say it was 
even. We had pizza that night 
along the Avenue before returning 
to the hotel. Utilising the 24 hour 
McDonald’s never rose above the 
planning stage under the watchful 
gaze of Mrs Simpson and Mr 
Cunning: curses. 

The third day was here, dreaded 
or beloved, for better or for worse: 
Disneyland. Woe unto those who 
were near me that day. Perhaps 
too generous with the sun-cream, 
I happened to pour a sizeable 
amount into my eye. Death was 
upon me. For the whole day, I 
wandered half blind around this 
sweltering, oversized playground. 
However, I concede the rides were 

fun. There is always something 
novel about going to Disneyland 
that you can relate to, regardless of 
your opinion of it. We had dinner at 
Planet Hollywood that night where 
we encountered… Dalriada. Yes, in 
the same place, at the same time 
(peculiar). 

On the fourth day we got ready to 
go home. Yohan (our previously 
unmentioned coach driver) was sad 
to see us leave, but even sadder 
that his bromance with Mr Cunning 
had to be prematurely cut short 
(it was a sorry sight for all, tissues 
were passed around). We visited Le 
Stade de France where we received 
a tour of the stadium. There were a 
lot of steps, but it was shelter and it 
was a nice experience so it turned 

The view from L’Arc de Triomphe, including the Eiffel Tower.

out well. The visually stunning 
Coca-Cola suite was like a scene 
from a 70s Kubrick movie. 

We arrived home deep into the 
morning hours of Tuesday the 
30th of June. It was an interesting 
trip, one which appears to have 
only been made better by the 
remembering of it. I use the 
word ‘interesting’ deliberately, 
as it genuinely was. There were 
memories made that I don’t think 
I will forget, not least anytime 
soon anyway. Lastly, I return to my 
aforementioned tip: never wear 
denim in direct sunlight and never 
anticipate the weather. It doesn’t 
bode well. 

Cain McKendry
Year 13

Education Officers from the NI 
Assembly at Stormont visited 
Loreto College on Friday 24th June, 
providing information sessions for 
Year 10 students.

Lucy McCelland from the Education 
Office at Stormont spoke to Year 
10 about Democracy and Active 

STORMONT OUTREACH INFORMATION 
SESSION FOR YEAR 10

Participation.  Year 10 learned 
about how Stormont works, our 
MLAs and how decisions are made.  
The students took part in a lively 
debate and completed a mock 
election.  They used buzzers for a 
quiz on their knowledge of our local 
Government.  A few pupils had an 
opportunity to present a manifesto 

and then the Year group completed 
a mock election based on these 
manifestos.

Pupils enjoyed asking questions 
about the recent referendum too, 
on the very morning on which the 
results had been announced.

Mrs S McNicholl
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Year 11 Geography students, accompanied by Mr Shaw, Mrs McGreevy and Miss Dixon, undertook the Curly Burn 
River Study as part of their Controlled Assessment on 23rd and 24th June.

Mrs McGreevy reports that the expeditions were marked by great weather, plenty of mud, wet feet and lots of laughter.

YEAR 11 GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK

Autumn 

With a new school year just begun, any time when I 
wasn’t occupied with hours of homework, I spent most of 

my time at my favourite place - the beach. Ballintoy was 
where I had taken most of my photos, it is truly beautiful!

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16
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Spring 
“In like a lion,

out like a lamb,” 
as my grandmother says!

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

Winter 
Exam time meant that I had 

less time on my hands to go 
out and take photos, but as 
soon as they were finished, 

I was able to go and photograph 
my favourite season and 

all that it had to offer.
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Creative Contributions
Paris Attacks 2015 “Le Monde se tient avec Paris”

As I sit in my living room on the 
14th November 2015, warm, safe 
and dry from the remnants of 
“Storm Abigail”, I think of the past 
twenty-four hours and everything 
that has transpired in them. Paris, 
that wonderful capital, that symbol 
of freedom, has been struck with 
utter, utter tragedy. 129 people 
dead. Over 150 wounded. A 
city thrown into shock. A nation 
thrown into mourning. And the 
world thrown into disbelief. 

For those who may not remember, 
on Friday 13th November 2015, 
eight Islamic State militants 
wearing suicide vests and 
carrying firearms opened fire at 
several locations across Paris, 
including: the Stade de France, 
the Rue Fontaine au Roi, the Petit 
Cambodge restaurant and Le 
Carillon bar, the Belle Equipe bar, 
the Boulevard Voltaire and the 
Bataclan concert hall. The first of 
three explosions was heard at the 
Stade de France football stadium 
while the players of Germany and 
England were in the midst of an 
international friendly. This was 
followed by co-ordinated attacks 
between 21:25 and 21:49 at the 
other venues mentioned. However, 
it was Bataclan Concert Hall that 
attracted the most attention. It was 
said that four attackers stormed 
the hall from the back and opened 
fire on the 1500-strong crowd, 
killing eighty-two. The gunmen 
then orchestrated a hostage 
situation, ended at midnight when 
the French Gendarmerie stormed 
the hall and seized control of it.

Scrolling through my Facebook 
feed at home, I come across 
a particular piece, written by 
American news personality Julie 
Nelson, about a striking photo 
from the countless images 
emerging from the massacre. 
It speaks of “a man on the 
sidewalk”, one of the victims of the 
shooting in the Petit Cambodge 
restaurant. Having not seen the 

image, I clicked on several of the 
galleries offered by worldwide 
news sites and saw a photo that 
- for once - left me absolutely 
speechless. It was a photo of a 
man in a starched white shirt and 
black trousers, covered with a 
sheet with the unmistakable dark 
red stain on it, and lying by his 
side was a single red rose. 

Now, there was no reason why 
this photo should shock me any 
more than the other pictures 
trawled across the web, yet I 
believe it was the simplicity of this 
photo that made it affect me like 
it did. This man had a plan for the 
evening. Perhaps he was meeting 
a loved one. Perhaps he was 
meeting a husband or a wife. But 
the fact remains that when he left 
home on that fateful evening, he 
left with a plan for his night. Yet his 
plans for his evening were never 
fulfilled, he never returned home. 
Among all this, one question 
posed itself to me: why?

It seems impossible to 
comprehend that a tragedy such 
as this could have struck Paris 
so soon after the Charlie Hebdo 
shootings. Yet I feel it is important 
that we do not rashly point fingers. 
It is key to acknowledge that this 
tragedy is not a result of any one 
religion, it is because a group 
of extremists do not feel that 
our human rights to freedom of 
speech, life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness are the ways in which 
we should live. Evil people are 
trying to take control of our lives 
in a manner that we should never 
allow or tolerate.

What also struck me particularly 
was the world response. Big 
Ben, One World Trade Centre, 
the Sydney Opera House, the 
Brandenburg Gate… the list goes 
on. All lit up in the colours of the 
French flag, the “tricolore”, with 
its roots in the principles of the 
French Republic, “Libertié, Égalité, 

Fraternité” - “Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity”. I thought of how these 
key values had been betrayed by 
the actions of a select few, and 
how the results had implications 
for the entire world.

Social media proved that it can be 
a force for good, with the hashtag 
“#PorteOuverte” trending on 
Twitter; Parisians opened their 
doors - along with their hearts - to 
anyone seeking refuge or shelter 
for the night. Taxi drivers in Paris 
turned off their meters and offered 
to take people home for free. The 
attacks showed that in response 
to great evil, humanity can respond 
with the even greater forces of 
goodness, purity, and love.

President Obama spoke in the 
immediate aftermath of events of 
how the attacks were “not just 
on Paris. It’s an attack not just 
on the people of France. But this 
is an attack on all of humanity 
and the values we share.” I do 
not think a truer word has ever 
been spoken. This attack was 
not just a heartless and brutal 
assault, it wounded our very 
cores. I fully believe that not since 
the September 11th attacks of 
2001 has the world united such 
as in the aftermath of events in 
Paris. Our support must continue. 
We must stand together with 
the people of France and with 
the people of the world. Edward 
Burke writes how “All it takes for 
evil to flourish is for good men 
to do nothing.” We must not do 
“nothing”. We cannot allow evil 
to take root within our lives to the 
extent where an event like this, in 
Paris, becomes almost normal. 
We must never ever become 
accustomed to this. We must live, 
we must go on, we must hope, 
we must love, and most of all, we 
must remember.

#AvecVousParis
Aidan Boyle Year 13

Winner of the 
Senior Magazine Prize

Do you like reading?  Reading is 
important for us all, for relaxation, 
reflection and education.  We can all 
learn from sitting down and reading 
for a minute, and you all have to at 
one point or another, but I just love 
to sit in peace and quiet, and read. 
The flick of a page or the strangely 
fresh smell of a newly opened book 
just interests me and makes me 
want to invest my time in a story.

My parents were adamant about 
me learning to read at a young 
age.  One of my earliest memories 
is of a giant alphabet floor puzzle 
that I just took apart and put 
back together again continuously, 
mutilating it and restoring it until it 
was a bedraggled mess of carefully-
created cardboard.  My parents 
were as persistent as the common 
cold - not giving up until they were 
through with you.

By the time I went to school, I could 
read and understand basic words 
and sentences.  From there we 
started reading very easy books, 
it just clicked with me.  From there 
on I started reading independently 
of school and steadily learned what 
genres were interesting for me and 
what weren’t.  I read children’s 
science fiction and non-fiction like 
dinosaur books and space books.  
Sooner or later, I began enjoying 
more complicated books like Harry 
Potter or Alex Rider.

My Favourite Pastime
Halfway through my last year in 
primary school, they introduced 
Accelerated Reader.  You read a 
book, did a test and you received 
points.  It became like a competition 
in our class, something we could 
all compare ourselves to.  I soon 
learned that all the books I had read 
over the years could be tested and I 
started reading a lot more again.

Personally, though some may 
disagree, there is nothing like 
reading for relaxation.  I can just 
lie down, let my body rest and let 
my mind slow down to a pace that 
I become completely calm and I 
get up from it refreshed and with a 
story in my head.  Sometimes I read 
to help me get to sleep, and other 
times it’s just when I feel the need to 
sit down and divert my mind away 
from something else.

Sometimes something explodes 
in your head!  It’s all you can think 
about and everything else becomes 
unimportant.  The book flings a 
plot at you, then throws an action 
sequence, then spits out character 
development.  That’s what reading 
is for me.  Another world, filled 
with conflicting characters and 
connecting plots, beautiful places or 
dark dreams.  I don’t need to think 
about myself or my life, I just get 
caught in a story and stay there until 
it ends.

I find that the more you read books 
with more characters or titles than 
you can remember, if you just keep 
going back and recalling things that 
have happened in the last page or 
three books ago, you end up with a 
great and keen memory.  To quote 
a personal favourite character, ‘A 
mind needs books like a sword 
needs a whetstone’.  Reading 
also comes with an increased 
vocabulary.  Even if you don’t pay 
attention to some words, you slowly 
learn without knowing it, using 
the context of the word, what it 
means.  You can sometimes feel 
astoundingly proud when you finish 
a rounded story.

‘I do believe that something very 
magical can happen when you read 
a book’ - JK Rowling.  Reading is 
important for us all, for relaxation, 
reflection and education, but 
sometimes it is just an entirely 
different thing.  Sometimes it is a 
gateway to a different world, or a 
view of a love life or the personal 
struggles of a great hero, an 
average person or the villain gaining 
redemption.  There is never just one 
thing happening, and that is why 
reading is a great hobby; there is 
always another book.

Joseph Mullan 
Year 11
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It was the night before Rosa’s 14th 
birthday, when her Granny Bridget 
came over to her.  Rosa loved her 
Granny dearly and they had a very 
special bond; she always told Rosa 
stories about when she was young 
and Rosa absolutely loved hearing 
all about them.  Her Granny leaned 
down and whispered in her ear, 
‘Rosa, I have a very special present 
for you.’
‘Granny, you didn’t have to get me 
anything,’ replied Rosa.
‘No, no, it’s something I received on 
my 14th birthday and I think you will 
love it just as much as I do.’

So she handed Rosa the present 
and with trembling fingers she 
picked up the soft, brown paper 
package and slowly untied the 
string.  Inside the package was a 
box. At first, Rosa was confused 
and she had no idea what could 
possibly be inside it.  She looked 
blankly at her Granny.
‘Go on.  Open it,’ she said, with 
a warm smile.  So Rosa gently 
opened the box and inside it was 
a necklace.  She recognised it: 
she had seen her Granny wearing 
it many times.  It was gold, with a 
dark red ruby.  it was beautiful.
‘My Grandmother gave this to me, 
but she never told me who it was 
from.  All she said was that it was 
from someone special.  But since 
I never had a daughter of my own, 
I’m glad to be able to give it to you,’ 
said Granny Bridget.
‘Oh Granny, it’s so lovely!  Thank 
you so much, this is the best 
present ever!’ said Rosa.
‘You are so welcome dear, but once 
you put it on, you must never take 
it off.’

Rosa took this seriously because 
she treasured it so much.  Her 

A Very Special Present
Mummy had died when she was 
just a baby, so her Granny meant 
the world to her.  They just got on 
so well.  The next day at school, 
everyone adored the necklace and 
Rosa was very proud of it as it was 
so beautiful.  Every morning when 
she woke up, she would look at the 
ruby on the end of the necklace and 
get lost in the way it sparkled in the 
light.  Words couldn’t explain how 
much she loved it.

The next day she went to her 
Granny’s house.  They drank some 
tea and chatted for a while, but 
Rosa’s thoughts never left the 
necklace.  She kept wondering 
what about the necklace was so 
special, or why she must never take 
it off.  She finally asked her Granny 
what she was thinking and she 
simply replied,
‘Darling, you’ll soon see why it’s so 
extraordinary.’

When Rosa got home, she was very 
confused.  She had no idea what 
her Granny meant.  When she finally 
fell asleep, she immediately started 
dreaming.  It was something she’d 
never dreamt about before, but yet 
she thought about it every single 
day.  It was her mother. She saw 
her so clearly, it felt like she could 
reach out and touch her.  She was 
stunning.  This was breathtaking 
for Rosa as she’d only ever seen 
her mother in pictures before.  Her 
mother had honey blonde hair, 
but Rosa however had jet black 
hair.  They looked so alike, it was 
unbelievable.  Her name was 
Shauna and she was the most kind 
and generous person you could 
ever meet; she never said anything 
bad about anyone and she loved 
people for who they were.  Rosa 
tried to run over to her mother, but 

she suddenly woke up.  It took 
her eyes a few seconds to adjust 
to the blackness of her bedroom, 
and what she saw before her was 
extravagant.  It was her mother 
Shauna sitting at the end of her 
bed, but she didn’t look ghostly, she 
looked real.  
‘Mother, is it you?’ Rosa asked 
quietly.
Her arms opened wide and Rosa 
leapt into them, hugging her as 
tightly as she could.
‘Yes, dear, it’s me,’ she replied, 
sniffing back her tears.  It was 
amazing, this was the closest 
Rosa would ever get to seeing her 
mother.
Shauna then said, ‘I’m sorry, but it’s 
time for me to go, remember that I’ll 
always be with you, Rosa.’ And with 
that, she disappeared into thin air.

When Rosa woke up she was 
baffled.  She couldn’t remember if 
the whole thing had been a dream, 
or if it was actually real.  But then 
her eyes caught the attention of 
something on her bed.  When she 
picked it up, it was a feather.  Then 
she remembered Mrs Smith, her 
Religion teacher, had told her that 
if you ever find a feather, it means 
someone’s angel has paid a visit to 
you.  ‘So it was real!’ Rosa thought 
to herself.  She couldn’t wait to tell 
her Grandmother.  As soon as she 
had got dressed, she ran across the 
street to her Granny’s house.  She 
burst in the door and said, 
‘Grandmother!  Grandmother!  You 
won’t believe what I saw last night!’  
Bridget walked slowly into the room 
with a sweet smile spread across 
her face and whispered,
‘So it is real.’

Ella O’Callaghan
Year 9

Another year, another birthday. 
Most people get excited about 
their birthday as did I, but the wish 
I made on my candles never came 
true, with each birthday becoming 
more depressing and sad.  If only 
things could be different.

My birthday wish was always the 
same: I just wanted my parents 
to come home for one of my 
birthdays.  Unfortunately they had 
to work away a lot so I lived with my 
Aunt Cathy and Uncle Phil.  I loved 
them very much and they were like 
parents to me, but it wasn’t the 
same.  I know my Mum and Dad 
had to work very hard and they 
always sent me a lovely card and 
present, but I was beginning to feel 
like they had forgotten about me 
and so this year I just didn’t feel like 
having a birthday at all.

My birthday arrived and on that 
morning I awoke to the sound of 
Aunt Cathy calling my name.
‘Tara, Tara, wake up, you sleepy 
head,’ she cooed as she pulled 
back the curtains and let the sun 
stream in.
‘No!’ I moaned as I opened my 
eyes and squinted at the bright light 
coming in through my bedroom 
window.  The sun was burning my 
eyes just like Aunt Cathy burns the 
toast, but I sat up anyway.
‘It may be your birthday but you 
still have to go to school,’ she 
said sharply to get my attention.  
‘Now Tara, I know you don’t want 
anything for your birthday but here 
you go.’  She lovingly handed me 

A Very Special Present
an envelope and a stack of freshly 
baked pancakes.  I couldn’t resist, 
and quickly took a bite of one and 
groaned,
‘Thanks, Aunt Cathy, these are 
amazing.’  She smiled and said,
‘You’re welcome, now up you get or 
you’ll be late for school!’

Classes in school dragged on that 
day like they were never going to 
end.  I watched the clock on the 
wall, feeling like the bell would 
never ring to let me know school 
was over for the day.  Finally the 
bell rang.  I sped out of the class 
and went to meet my best friend 
Tom.  He was waiting by the school 
gate, I could see him clearly in the 
crowd with hair as black as a raven, 
bright blue eyes and he was just 
slightly taller than me.  He wished 
me a happy birthday and took me 
to my favourite ice cream shop.  
it had all the flavours you could 
ever imagine, from the plain vanilla 
to the more extravagant one like 
rocky road cheesecake.  Tom said I 
could have whatever one I wanted, 
it was lovely, but this wasn’t the 
very special present of which I’d 
dreamed.

After I had finished my ice cream, 
we were heading back to my 
house when I noticed that Tom was 
walking a lot slower than usual and 
he kept checking his phone every 
few minutes, so I said to him,
‘Tom, is there something wrong?’
He replied quickly,
‘No, nothing at all.’

We continued to walk at a very 
slow pace until his phone dinged, 
signalling that he had a message.  
‘Finally,’ he signed. ‘Come on Tara,’ 
he said as he grabbed my arm and 
started running towards my house.  
‘Finally what?’ I screeched as I 
didn’t get to see the message on 
his phone.  He didn’t answer but 
kept on running.

When we arrived at my house I 
was completely out of breath and 
I noticed that the house was in 
complete darkness.  I approached 
the door, turned the key and saw 
that there was a light coming from 
underneath the door that leads to 
the living room.  I struggled forward, 
fumbling in the dark and grabbed 
the door handle, pushing the door 
open.  To my amazement, I saw 
my Aunt Cathy and Uncle Phil, 
and behind them there stood my 
Mum and Dad shouting ‘Surprise!’  
I stood still, frozen in shock.  I 
hadn’t seen my parents in so long 
I thought I had forgotten what they 
looked like, but I remembered every 
detail from their heads right down to 
their toes.

‘Happy birthday, Tara,’ my Mum 
and Dad cooed in unison.  They 
ran towards me and we hugged so 
tightly I could hardly breathe.  I was 
so happy, my wish had come true 
at last and this was indeed my very 
special present.

Anna Toner
Year 9
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Feeling like an object, like a bug 
trapped in a television screen.
The old man was scanned in 
radiology.
With millions of tiny fertile beams 
piercing through his skin.
His wife gazed caringly, crying tears 
of wonderment.

Getting home, on the train
Past Sandy Row.
The old couple grasped their hands 
affectionately, as the wind was 
blown.
Leaving the empty incandescent 
streets behind them.
They made it to their country home, 
behind the birch forest.

As the sky turned colours of red, 
violet and indigo.
The wife rushed off to fetch their last 
supper from years forgotten.
Taken up and surrounded by her 
own emotions,
She was blinded by the incoming 
storm spiralling around her.

The husband stumbled through the 
porch of their quaint home.
And he took a second to ponder 
the severity of his condition.
Staring into the green grassy hills 
fading below him.
He wondered when it would be the 
time for him to leave her.

Having called about a thousand 
times for her husband’s 
appearance,
The wife threw her hands up in the 
air in disapproval.

POETRY COMPETITION 2015

She marched to the porch, to fetch 
her husband, at her stately leisure.
To find him there, twitching, on the 
wooden pavement.

Hysterically pacing, the wife 
frantically searched for a cure.
To save her husband from their sun, 
which was setting so clear.
She shed tears which soon faded 
into soliloquies,
As she wailed and begged her 
husband to stay.

In one last action of the old man’s 
conscious being.
He wiped away his wife’s tears, with 
every fibre of his existence.
Peering into her soul, all fragmented 
and distorted.
He gave his thoughts, one last 
uninterrupted reflection.

With only precious seconds to talk,
And bid farewell to his beloved.
The man stuttered as he articulated:
“I’ve loved you every day I’ve known 
you.”
“Every single one.”

As it ends, it all turns into a 
spectrum of colours,
An endless array of spatial 
diameters.
In the light of a turn in the darkest 
shade,
Melancholy shines the brightest.

Soft and gentle, and calm and brittle,
The robin sang its final song.
Of the love that there once was,
Under the light of a hazy, dim sun.

Philip Doherty
First Place, Year 13-14

Brio Light
All was once a brilliant white 
light, never to be extinguished.
A life filled with hope and 
laughter with a future just as 
bright.

Until shadows came creeping 
slowly from whereabouts 
unknown whispering silently 
thoughts of darkness and 
despair.

The darkness took over until 
all was black and empty.
All hopes drained away, 
laughter never to be heard 
again.

Thrown into a never-ending 
tunnel of confusion. Until.

A sliver of the brilliant white 
light shone upon my tired face.
The light became closer, 
warmer, bigger, grasping me 
and hugging me.

Taking me upwards in firm 
and steady hands.
Upwards, higher and higher, 
air pouring into my lungs once 
more.

Glowing feathers growing out 
of my back.
Safe once more and forever 
protected by the brilliant white 
light.

Oonagh Rafferty Year 11
First Place, 
Year 11-12

Step I out of confines
From before utero and before 
sorrow
Before dreams of death whittle 
away
Resolves of those around me, 
myself, and my other self
Before power grasped me, sucked 
from my essence
My soul deep into perdition

From that black, merciless darkness 
that is lifelessness
So beautiful, so pristine, so 
untouched by sin
So horrible and wicked and chaste
So indescribable I clamoured and 
kicked my way free

A dark god’s heart within me, 
hungry for more
Omnipotent and ominous
Black sclera driving from me choral 
angels
Till currency all but wrapped in 
shackles around me

Pumping my body with hatred and 
my ideologies disparity
Beautiful, viscous, charred hatred
Musty and molten and Molochian
Gloop straight from Phlegethon into 
me

Aborting the demons birthed angels
Wings black as tar, the night, the 
void
Light singed and burned and licked 
the traces
Of the void thus implanted within 
me

The trees, the leaves, the seas, the 
birds, the animals
Dead in a wasteland so barren none 
the less than transient transcend
Seas swirled dark and dangerously
Ships of hope dashed to Scylla and 
sucked to oblivion
Krakens of the deep birthing at 
surface
Squiddish hells and torments

From thus sanity slipped me
Became the only sin I didn’t sin
Love came masked, hope came 
garbed, barbed
Mysterious, foreign, dangerous
Threatening the essence of which 
birth imprinted

Nordic ambiances accompanied 
the fall
Gregorian chants the landing
Guttural hymns the burial

Thus from whence I come I return
Glancing over my shoulder, love and 
hope: unmasked and ungarbed
The void digests me: unbirthing me 
in womb
Above comprehension

Thus my knight in armour, rotted 
and abhorred,
Of rusted metal perched on horse 
of marrow
Clicking and clacking and rattling
Fleshlessly down the road
Took in his hand, back home
Cloak trailing, worn from journey
Sockets empty, apathetic
No light to be found
Not here, not in me
Not now, and not ever.

Cain McKendry Year 13
Second Place, Year 13-14

The 
Blind Man

The world was always dark
It was like eternal night
I relied on other senses
In my world without light

I longed to see the world
I longed to see great sights
I could never leave my family
In my world without light

If only I could see
It would fill me with delight 
But for now I am but blind
In my world without light

Then the doctors came
The bandages were tight
They said they’d soon be 
lifted
To fill my head with light

At first I couldn’t cope
It was too intense and bright
But now my world has settled
And is full of warmth and light

I see all the things around me
All the wondrous colours and 
sights
The faces and places and 
colours
It fills my soul with light.

Aron Lestas Year 9
First Place, 

Year 8-10

Totalitartarus
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Lisa Marie Benson, 
Year 8

Joint Second, Year 8-10

Light
The diode flickers on and off

And then I hear a thundering cough.

Propelled high up into the sky,

The piercing sunlight burns my eyes.

Breaking through the atmosphere,

Suddenly my bearings are not so clear.

In a blazing flash of light

I hurtle into a void of pitch black night.

I float like a feather in the endless black,

With seemingly no way back.

Euan Simpson
Year 8

Joint Second, Year 8-10

The Light of my Life
You’re always there in the darkest hour

You’re there for me, you shine with all power

When all is lost I turn to you

Because I know that you’ll stay true.

You fill my heart when I need it most

You’re great to all but you don’t boast

I use you more than a butter knife

Yes you are the light of my life.

  
Savannah Corbett

Year 10
Joint 3rd, Year 8-10

Katie Mulholland,
Year 8

Joint 3rd, Year 8-10

Vibrations of a 
Married Couple

The twang of a hopeless night vibrates past
The rigour of the hollows’ mast
The astral bulbs glare over the peaks
As the crimson eye creaks

The lights of the city fall like stone
As time corrodes the empty soul
The electrons stopped pulsating through
The newly wedded couple’s bones

The candles burnt over the wax
As new futures pass below the door’s crack
New jobs, new children, new photographs
New dreams, new memories and new moments that
Begin with the start of a new damp match
On a decrepit lonely city night.

Philip Doherty
Year 13
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The roads washed by
The empty spotless night sky
Filling up the unused space
Of a sad moon’s cry

The roads continued to converse
Of people past which they had heard
Travelled with others on their journey
To only end up back alone

One old road passed them by
Under the soft pale blue midnight
It told his colleagues that they were 
wrong
And that they had forgotten their 
purpose, them all

“Nothing we do has an impact
On the journeys of people which,
Having passed us by many lifetimes,
Never once gave us a thought of 
their time.”

Regardless, the young roads still sit
Underneath the moss, all sunlit
Waiting for their gratitude for
Everything they have done for us all

Except one shady road who has,
Since understood its only task
And has retreated to its spot
To help the old blind cars cross.

Philip Doherty
Year 13

Roads Should Be Forgiven

Come Hither, Bold Moth
Spread yonder wings wide,

To kiss the flames, kiss the sky:
Bold moth come to die.

Cain McKendry Year 13

Mothic Nature
Aghast this flame, said moth to sea.

To love the wicked wick
Is as agreed upon

As for you to taste the shore.

So thus leave I - 
This accursed air -
To join the waves.

Sprout ye fins here,
And scales of glass;

Gills to breath
Suit you well, small moth.

Here no inferno
Tempts you.

Cain McKendry
Year 13

As Bright as 
the Night!

What’s happening?!
Why do I feel like I can’t see!
Like I’m blind!
What is that creature crawling in 
through my window?
Is it a person?
An animal?
What is it?
Maybe if I look twice,
The creature might leave.
All I see is the glittering shine in 
the clear blue sky!
Where have the bright stars 
gone
Where’s the night?!
I need to wake up,
And get on with my life.

Eabh Mc Ilvenny
Year 8

Smothering
Hold you too close your 

hand, youngling
To the fickle flame from thy 

womb
To stop those blustery winds 

licking and sucking
From this infant life in-

grained;
You burn that tender flesh,

All too realised of what to be 
human it is.

Why look foolish infant;
Foolish child, in what you do 

that you see
No other way than thine 

own!
You have all but smothered 

the flame.

Cain McKendry
Year 13

What would happen?
What would happen when the flickering 
stars start to fade?
Will the bright stars start to fade tomorrow?
People say “to catch a falling star and to 
put it in your pocket and to save for a rainy 
day,”
What will happen when the sun is no more?
What would be the dramatic consequences 
with no bright lights to shine?
Would it mean no crops?
Would it mean that it will be dark all the time?
No blue skies - no yellow smudge in the sky?
What would happen if candles were no 
more?
Light can give people awful frights.
What will happen if street lights stop?
What will happen if there are no fireworks?
What would happen when smoldering fires 
don’t smolder?
What will happen when there are no 
rainbows?
What would happen?
Will there always be light?

Philippa Pitt Year 8
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Light Is….
Light is the breaking of dawn

Light is the thing you see when you are just born

Light is a place without any fear

Light is a heart that’s open and free

Light is a place where truth you can see

Light is a feeling that’s good

Light is when everything’s clear, understood

Light is the absence of dark

Light is simply walking on air

Light is what warms and what feeds

Light is not having any more needs

Light is always and will always be

Light Is.
Travis Brown

Year 9

Light
See the light upon my face,
Like the sun after a storm.
The sun is always lovely,
No matter what its form.
When I walk along the street,
The light is always there.
As it never leaves, you might
Misperceive, that it’s shining like a flare.

Cheyanne Corbett, Year 9

You’re Late
You’re late, mate.
Teacher will decide your fate.
#Forgot my homework, Jack,
So I had to go back.
I’ve got a detention,
At least it’s no suspension.
Me Da will kill me!
I think it’s time to flee.
So I had better start running
Or change my name to Mr Cunning.

Euan Simpson, Year 8

Light
Light is less heavy and not very dark,
It contains all the colours that make their mark,
Grab a handful, go on if you can,
Hard to do, even with a good plan,
Turn on the switch and light up the lark.

Light is less heavy, the day, the good,
It lifts the darkness, opposing the bad,
Grey has a balance of light and dark,
How are we lifted by more of this light?
Terrible fear comes with the night.

Light is less heavy and makes us less fat,
It comes in small packets or waves like the sea,
Gathering light is like knitting with fog,
Holding it, moulding it, really can’t be,
The thing about light is, we’re all in the dark.

Orla McEwan
Year 9

Wings
The beating of four hooves connects two hearts into 
one;
Combines two minds together
Greeted by gentle eyes and silent language
The powerful beast is a graceful feather.

Commitment and elegance, patience and strength
A horse’s heart is a hidden treasure
Summertime gallops on the golden sand, prancing 
through the water
The ticket to freedom lasts forever.

A friend that never leaves my side;
My friend, my companion and my pride
Trust without compromise and fear
My horse and my lifetime guide.

Kirstie Brown
Year 11
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He picked up the package with 
trembling fingers, untied the string, 
looked inside and his eyes filled 
with tears.  Emily looked at him, 
confused as to why he was crying, 
and asked him, 
‘Why are you crying, John?’
‘It’s just that,’ he started, ‘no-
one has ever given me a birthday 
present, no-one has ever given 
me a present or remembered my 
birthday.’  His eyes were red and 
tears were dripping down from them.  
‘Shush, shush,’ Emily said as she 
wiped away the tears; she herself 
felt touched.  How could his family 
not remember, not even say happy 
birthday to him?  Did he even have 
a family?  Could he be an orphan?  
Still, he was ten, and this was his 
first ever present?  Suddenly Emily’s 
mind flooded with questions. 
‘Why did you get me this jumper?  
I’m not even related to you,’ John 
asked, sniffing, his eyes still watery.
‘Well,’ replied Emily, quite shocked 
by this question, ‘well, why would I 
not?’  She wondered what else to 
say.  ‘I guess it’s because I’ve never 
had a child or family of my own, so 
I want to treat you like my own son.  
Here, put the jumper on to see if it 
fits.’

It fitted perfectly.  The navy blue 
wool felt soft and warm against his 
skin.  It was the best thing in the 
world and it was for him.  
‘Do you like it?’ Emily asked, 
worried that he would say no, but 
why would he?
‘Do I like it?  I love it!’ exclaimed 
John. He ran over to her and gave 
her a hug.  ‘Thanks Mum,’ he said.  
As soon as he said that, Emily was 
in tears, he had called her Mum.
‘Oh, s-s-sorry,’ John said, slightly 
embarrassed by this.
‘It’s ok, you can call me Mum if you 
want to,’ she replied, the words 
barely coming out of her mouth 
through all the tears.  ‘Well, stop 
crying, it’s your birthday, go and 
open the rest of your presents,’ 
Emily said with a bit of a laugh in 
her voice.  John ran over to open 
the rest of the presents he had got 

The Birthday Never to be Forgotten
from the neighbours who knew it 
was his birthday.  There were cards, 
books, board games, toy cars, cake 
and sweets.  He had never had 
sweets before.
‘Those are for after you have had 
your breakfast,’ explained Emily, 
sensing that he wanted to try one.

As they sat down for breakfast, 
John’s eyes gazed at the 
magnificent food.  In front of him 
lay a breakfast fit for a King: there 
were eggs, crispy rashers of bacon, 
sausages and bread which was 
crusty on the outside and soft, 
warm and fluffy on the inside.  He 
had never had such food before 
as this was only his second day 
in the country due to the war in 
Birmingham, and he had had to be 
evacuated to stay at Emily’s house.  
He wasn’t hungry so he just ate 
some bread.
‘Well, eat up so that you have 
enough energy to play with all of 
your new friends!’ Emily exclaimed, 
interrupting the silence.

John left the cottage with a spring 
in his step.  Everything had changed 
about him since yesterday.  He 
looked brighter, happier, full of 
enthusiasm.  Emily sat at the 
kitchen table for a minute, trying 
to figure out how she felt.  But 
she couldn’t. For the first time in 
50 years she didn’t know how to 
feel.  This little boy comes into her 
home and makes her feel happy 
once again.  He has changed her 
life.  She sat down in her armchair, 
sipped at her mug of warm tea and 
let her thoughts surround her.  She 
was so captivated that she couldn’t 
hear anything.

Suddenly John knocked at the front 
door. 
‘Come in,’ she shouted, awakening 
from her daze. 
‘None of my friends want to come 
out and play with me,’ began John.
‘Why’s that?’ enquired Emily.
‘Dunno, they all just said that they 
were busy,’ replied John.
Emily was confused as to why none 

of his friends wanted to go and 
play with him, after all it was his 
birthday… HIS BIRTHDAY!  She 
had almost forgotten about his 
birthday party.
‘I almost forgot, could you go to 
the shop and get two eggs for me 
because I have none left, and then 
meet me at Mrs Strawbridge’s 
cottage, it’s the second one on 
the right side of the shop, please?’ 
asked Emily.
‘Yeah, ok,’ replied John, slightly 
down in the dumps.

As he walked down the cobbled 
stone path he noticed that the shop 
was closed, so he headed down 
to Mrs Strawbridge’s cottage, but 
again there was no-one answering 
the door and there were no lights 
on either.  Why would Emily send 
him here if the shop was closed, 
and there was no-one at Mrs 
Strawbridge’s cottage and Emily 
wasn’t there either, he asked 
himself, as he headed back up the 
cobbled stone path towards the 
cottage, taking no further notice of 
why she had sent him.  It started to 
get darker so John rushed home, 
afraid of getting lost.

When he reached the cottage, 
he caught a small glimpse of 
light shining through the window.  
Curious, he went inside.  He 
carefully lifted the latch, opened 
the door and walked in slowly and 
quietly.  As soon as he reached 
the kitchen, everyone jumped up 
from behind the table and yelled, 
‘Surprise!’ All of his friends and 
their families were there and in the 
middle of the table stood a glorious 
chocolate cake with ten candles 
and icing which spelled out ‘Happy 
Birthday John!’

His eyes started to water, for the 
second time that day.  ‘Thank you, 
thank you all so much!  I’ll never 
forget this day!’  And he never did, 
for this was truly the best day of his 
life.

Teresa Sobocinska
Year 9

Hot-Drinks Machine Review
Progressive, innovative, chic: Loreto’s new coffee machine.  Finally, I thought, ‘I can now buzz through the day at 
twice my normal heart rate and at a thrice higher body temperature (is anyone else hot in here?): perfect.’ 

But alas, with a heavy heart, I drank my newly purchased cappuccino solemnly; sipping intermittently between 
sobs, salty tears diluting my coffee. If I was a cappuccino person? It was good, don’t get me wrong … but I’m not. 
Blinking through tears, all I could make out were cups of hot chocolate and that tantalising, smug, self-satisfied 
smile plastered on those who drank it. Oh friends, I was alone, a black-coffee drinker (yes, really) amidst this bubbly 
sea of hot chocolate drinkers - I thought this was it, my hope was sinking quickly in Aero hot chocolate. 

But oh was I wrong. My deliverance came in the form of one lactose-intolerant white knight to my right and 
one Miss Toner to my left. This was good, this was very good. A quick conversation starter ‘ah yes, my favourite 
sandwich toppings also!’), one conversation later, and it was sealed: black coffee was on its way. You marvellous 
person, you! At last I am able to frantically down a cup a day, 20 seconds after the bell has gone, as if it is the last 
cup I will ever have (after all, you can’t really trust those hot chocolate drinkers, can you?). 

10/10 - One satisfied customer

P.S. No, I am not a great time manager but, yes, coffee will make me a better one.
Cain McKendry Year 13



180 181

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

It had been snowing all night.  
Jack Smith was looking out of 
his bedroom window, out into 
the velvet white garden.  He was 
finding it very hard to sleep as it was 
his birthday soon.  He was finally 
turning 10!  He had been longing 
for this moment that he truly might 
start to become a man.  As Jack 
climbed back into his bed, another 
query entered his mind: what was 
he going to get?  Jack had asked 
for a new kit of his favourite football 
team in the world: Liverpool.  He 
had supported them for as long as 
he could remember.  However, as 
Jack was thinking, he slowly drifted 
off to sleep.

The next morning, he woke up 
and ran to his parents’ room to 
celebrate the big occasion.  They 
weren’t there.  Maybe they were 
downstairs, thought Jack, so he 
ran to find them.  However, when 
he got downstairs he still found no-
one.  Where could everybody be on 
his big day?  Jack got really upset 
and was almost in tears when he 
heard the phone ring.  He picked it 
up, and a man in a dark, deep voice 
talked to him.  ‘Meet you at your 
favourite place in the world, to see 
your favourite thing!’  Jack knew 
where he had to go.  He grabbed 
his helmet, got on his bike and went 
on his way.

The Birthday Surprise
He arrived at his local football pitch.  
This was where his football club, 
the Warkside Rangers played.  He 
had no doubt in his mind that if 
someone wanted him to go to his 
favourite place in the world, this 
would be it.  He ran over to the 
goalposts, only to find a letter. 
‘Well done, but we have tricked 
you.  Return home, to find the 
surprise.’

Jack spent no time figuring out 
who, what, when or why this had 
happened.  All he had on his mind 
was how fast his little legs would 
get him home.

He arrived back at his house.  In 
all of his excitement, he hadn’t 
even realised that his mother’s car 
had returned.  He swung open 
the front door and almost fainted.  
There in his living room, was the 
entire Liverpool football team.  He 
couldn’t speak.  All of his heroes 
and his parents were singing Happy 
Birthday to him.

‘Wh… whhh… what?’ Jack 
stuttered.

‘Congratulations, Jack, you have 
been chosen to present the Premier 
League trophy to us this year on the 

final day of the season!’ exclaimed 
Liverpool’s Captain, Conor Randall.

Well, that was just it for Jack, who 
fell like a rock to the floor, out cold.  
This, if it was indeed true and not a 
wild dream, this could be the best 
birthday Jack was ever going to 
have.

After he did regain consciousness, it 
was time for lunch.  His Granny and 
Granda arrived with a brand new 
Liverpool kit.  His friend Harry came 
over with a birthday card that had 
£20 inside it.  Jack had only started 
to realise what had happened.  All 
of his family were very excited for 
him, and they were also extremely 
proud.  Jack was also feeling very 
proud, that he had been chosen to 
do something that he would never 
even imagine doing in his dreams.  
What a day!

After dinner, Jack and Harry went 
to play some Xbox.  Harry wouldn’t 
stop going on about how lucky 
Jack was and all Jack could do 
was agree.  In two weeks’ time, he 
would be holding the trophy of his 
stars.  This birthday would be the 
best day of his life, no doubt about 
it!  Well, just behind the day that he 
actually did lift the Premier League 
trophy!

Charlie McKnight 
Year 9

Orlando! Wow!  I couldn’t believe 
it!  Daddy had said quite confidently 
that there would be no more 
Florida trips for a few years. We 
had been to Florida quite a few 
times when we were younger but 
the excitement never got any less.  
If anything, the older we got the 
more my brothers and sisters and I 
longed to go back.  We knew how 
fun it was and the amazing things 
we could do and see.  But here 
Daddy and Mammy were, just a 
year later, telling us all that we were 
going to Orlando, Florida, for a full 
month.

Mammy and Daddy had gathered 
us all like sheep in a pen in the 
middle of the kitchen to give us 
the exciting and unexpected news.  
My Mammy held up a picture that 
said ‘Keep Calm We Are Going 
To Florida’.  Conor, one of my 
brothers, jumped up like a rocket, 
nearly hitting the roof, screaming 
with excitement.  The others, 
including myself, joined Conor in 
the celebration, apart from Tiernan, 
my youngest brother.  He was a 
real ‘doubting Thomas’, he couldn’t 
be convinced!  He kept laughing 
and saying ‘I don’t believe you!’  
Then Mammy showed us the flight 
booking and the picture of the 
villa.  It was as true as the sky was 
blue.  The countdown was on, and 
my sister Cara and I started to tick 
the days off.  The months passed 
slowly but finally the morning had 
arrived and we boarded the ‘Big Tin 
Bird’ to take us to the place that we 
all loved and adored.

Arriving in Orlando Airport - the 
smells, heat, atmosphere and 

buzz brought more excitement.  A 
few hours later we arrived at our 
villa which was to be our home 
for the next month - it was class!!  
We jumped from the oversized, 
humongous jeep that my Daddy 
had hired and raced ecstatically 
to the front door, pushing each 
other as we did.  We couldn’t wait 
to see inside and pick a bedroom.  
The villa had a huge pool and lots 
of green, lush gardens, full of the 
sounds of crackling crickets and 
croaking frogs.  We did, however, 
encounter a few unwanted visitors 
including a swarm of buzzing bees 
and one slippery, slithering snake!

The first two weeks of our holiday 
we spent lazing, chilling and 
lounging by the pool, interrupted by 
the odd shopping trip, of course.  
The shopping malls were every girl’s 
dream.  We had family dinners out 
in the evening and sometimes we 
played a round of mini golf.  Our 
family could get quite competitive!  
My favourite restaurant was called 
‘The Outback Steakhouse’.  I can 
still taste the juicy, joey steak which 
they served for kids.  Melt in your 
mouth like butter in a hot pan.  Not 
to forget the bacon and cheese fries 
- dreams on a plate!

The best was saved for the last 
fortnight when our cousins joined 
us in Orlando.  We had a BLAST!  
We visited all the parks including 
Universal Studios, Seaworld, Busch 
Gardens and Aquatica. My whole 
family are daredevils which makes 
going to the parks and doing all the 
rides such fun.  My Mammy, who 

is usually game for all the rides, 
was a bit wary of the new ride in 
Busch Gardens, so my brothers, 
Daddy and I went on it first.  We 
came off telling Mammy how good 
it was and how much she would 
enjoy it.  Boy were we wrong – she 
was nearly sick!  I didn’t stop us all 
from laughing though.  However, 
my favourite day of all was spent 
at Discovery Cove where you 
get to swim with dolphins.  It is 
an amazing park and so different 
from all the other bustling parks in 
Orlando.  It is so calm and quiet.  
When you are in Discovery Cove 
you feel miles away from Orlando 
itself.  It was as if you were on a 
Caribbean island with the man-
made beaches and the tranquillity.  
I absolutely loved it.  Daddy, my 
brother Cathal and myself spent all 
day snorkelling through the tropical 
reef.  We watched the dolphins 
and because it was an all-inclusive 
day, we had ice cream, slushees 
and loads of other mouth-watering 
snacks ‘on tap’ all day long: it was 
pure Heaven!

Another favourite day of mine was 
the 4th of July sales.  On this day 
in America, all the shops have huge 
sales and we did practically ‘shop 
till we dropped’. Designer gear and 
trainers which are expensive at 
home were at rock bottom prices.  
It was like Christmas come early!

As our totally terrific, action-packed 
trip came to an end, I was sad to 
be going home, but the happy, 
fun-filled memories and laughs will 
remain with me forever.

Caitlin Kearney 
Year 8

The Best Holiday Ever!



182 183

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

Thy 
Homework

Is this a homework that I see 
before me?
An essay, not one but three
Its page turned towards my 
hand
To do or not to do?
That is the question
A title,
Given to me, yet,
What’s in a name?
And yet,
If it were done when ‘tis 
done, then ‘twere well,
It were done quickly: the 
homework, slain
The foul beast, defeated
And done it was,
Left it was,
Forgotten it was,

Its scent was caught,
By an even fouler beast than it
Took it did she,
And tore it limb from limb
Back came our hero, 
And sought the beast that 
could create,
Such a blasted heath.

O God of work! Steal mine 
heart;
Possess me not with fear: 
but with courage,
For in every work twice done 
and then done double,
I rest my hope.

All the world’s a stage
And all the men and women 
merely players,
Yet,
Again, twice done,
The foul beast was slain,
Again, Always, Forevermore.

Aidan Boyle
Year 13

Schooling: Home or at School?
Home schooling is different to regular school because the child will only 
have their parents or tutor teaching them instead of having many different 
teachers.  They wouldn’t have to wear uniform; they would just be able to 
wear their own thing.  Home school can be debated if it is good or bad for 
the child who is being taught at home.

There are positive sides of being home-schooled. For example, you can 
make out your own timetable for the day instead of having set classes that 
you have to pack your bag for every night; because when you make your 
own timetable, your books are just in your bedroom.  Another reason why 
it is good is that the child is around their parents because it might be more 
comfortable for them.  I think making out your own timetable would be 
easier and better and I think it would be more comfortable for the child.

There are also some negative reasons about home schooling.  One 
reason could be because the child’s parents aren’t well educated in some 
subjects.  So that would mean the child would miss out in some valuable 
point they might not have known.  Another point may be that the child may 
not have the chance to be very sociable because when you’re at school 
your teachers encourage you to make friends and you get to know the 
people in your class, but when you’re educated at home you may not have 
many friends.  It would be bad if the parent wasn’t educated enough and 
the child would miss out and also it could be depressing having no friends.

Back with some more positive notes: you wouldn’t have to wear a hot, stiff 
uniform, you could just wear your own clothes all day.  Another advantage 
is you could have a lie in in the morning, instead of rushing to catch a bus 
early in the morning.  I personally think it would be lovely to have a lie in on 
school days and school uniform does look nice, but my own clothes are 
more comfortable.  

Overall, I think that home schooling is a negative thing because I like it when 
I’m around my friends and having different teachers for each subject.  Yes, 
you do your own timetable out and wear your own clothes, but school has 
great activities, nice teachers and all the equipment you would need to get 
a good education.

Eimear McGill
Year 8

Home schooling or home education is when a 
child’s parents make the decision to take their 
child out of school and educate them themselves.  
Here are some positive and negative points.

Firstly, your timetable is more flexible so if something 
comes up it is easier to catch up on work and also
the child can work at weekends if you need to 
catch up on work.  Also, if the child is struggling 
with a subject like English and doing well in another 
subject like Geography, then you can do an extra 
period of English instead of doing Geography.

Another positive point is that there is more one-
to-one support for the child.  This means that 
the teacher can focus on the child instead of the 
teacher holding the whole class back because of 
one or two kids not being confident and having 
to do something again.  To me this is one of the 
most important subjects in this argument.

Home schooling also encourages more exercise.  
For example, if you ask any child on a sunny day
to choose between being outside running around 
or inside doing work, most of them will say outside,
and, if you are home-schooled, then your tutor 
can tell you to go outside and do the work later.

But, with all positives there are negatives and 
home schooling has a lot of negatives.

Firstly, your Mum/Dad/tutor aren’t experts in 
every subject.  For example, your Dad might be 
an engineer and know a lot about Maths, but 
not have a clue about English or Geography.  
This gives an advantage to anyone who goes to 
school as when they go to a subject they can be 
confident that they are being taught by a teacher 
who is an expert in the subject.  

Another negative for home education is, it is 
difficult to make friends as most kids meet their 
friends at school.  It can become very lonely for 
the child and, even if the child has friends, it is 
hard to meet up with them, whereas if you both 
went to the same school you would see them 
most days of the week.

Finally, if you are home educated then you don’t 
have the same opportunities as children who go 
to school.  For example, after school activities, 
school fundraisers, or school shows.  The child 
could feel left out if their friends are talking about 
these things.

Overall, I believe that home schooling is a 
disadvantage to the child as their teacher isn’t 
always going to be competent in the subjects.

Patrick Black  Year 8

Home or Away Schooling The Attic
I skipped all the way home from school, buzzing with 
excitement! My long flowing hair brushing against my 
face, I couldn’t wait to tell mum all my wonderful news! I 
flung open the front door and jumped up and down like 
crocodiles were snapping at my toes. I shouted at the 
top of my voice, “Mum! Mum! Come here!” No reply. 

There was no one home. I dropped the heavy 
schoolbag off my shoulders and went into the kitchen 
for a bite to eat. As I walked through the hall, I noticed 
the rickety ladder leading to the attic was down. 
Nobody ever went near the attic. Something mysterious 
was going on.

I plucked up my courage and gradually made my 
way towards the unsteady ladder. I placed my foot 
on the narrow step, conscious that it might not hold 
my weight. I took a deep breath and started to climb. 
Up and up I went, more nervous with every step. The 
ladder wobbled and I could feel myself shaking. I let out 
a gasp of relief as I eventually reached the top.

I stood up in the pitch black darkness, feeling a cold 
draught in front of me. I shuffled forward and I thought 
I felt something running down my spine as I brushed 
through a curtain of cobwebs. I HATE SPIDERS! It gave 
me a very uncomfortable feeling but I was determined 
to find out what was up there.

I couldn’t see a thing and knew I couldn’t carry on 
like this. Luckily, I remembered about my phone in my 
blazer pocket, I slid it out of and shone it brightly. I 
turned around, getting the full experience of the attic. As 
I turned, I noticed a rotting door; I wondered what was 
on the other side. I curiously moved forward, tiptoeing 
lightly and timidly towards the decaying door. I was 
intrigued to find out what was on the other side. The 
closer I got, the more nerve racking it became.

I placed my trembling hand on the disintegrating door 
knob, oblivious to what was inside. It wouldn’t budge. It 
was as stiff as a board! I tried again, but it was useless. 
I eventually took a deep breath and put all my strength 
into turning the knob. There was a loud, creaking noise 
as I tumbled onto the floor inside. I grinned to myself 
like a Cheshire cat and stood up, wiping the dust from 
my uniform. I shone my phone in front of me and I 
couldn’t believe what I saw!

My eyes fell on thousands of sparkling, different coloured 
stones, all different shapes and sizes! But these weren’t 
just ordinary stones. Emeralds, diamonds, amber, 
crystals, rubies, pearls and sapphires, all of their facets 
were glistening in the light. I didn’t know what was 
going on; I didn’t know who they belonged to or how 
they got in the attic. All I knew was that I was going to 
get to the bottom of it!

Katie Mulholland  Year 8
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Some Highlights 
of the Year

My name is Michael McConnell.  
I am in Year 9 at Loreto College.  
There have been ups and downs 
but it has been a great year.

My first highlight of the year was the 
Sponsored Walk.  I grew more in 
my social skills and had great fun.

My second highlight was the 
Forensic Science day.  We had to 
find out who killed the victim.  It 
was great fun and we also missed 
a day of school!

My third highlight was getting to 
read a book I’ve been writing to 
my class.  They were all eager for 
more!

My fourth highlight was doing my 
speech and leading 11 people 
plus my teacher to Christ.

My fifth highlight was Mission Day.  
I had great fun - I even won Bingo 
3 times!  Loreto’s Got Talent was 
really good as well.

My sixth highlight was the school 
retreat.  It was great fun.  Although 
I never won anything, I loved that 
day.

My seventh highlight was when 
Michael McKillop came to speak 
to us.  I learned that no matter 
what condition you are in, you can 
still be the best that you can be.

My last highlight of the year so far 
was World Book Day, where last 
class we got to read our own book 
in English class.

I am sure I will have more highlights 
in my year, but these are mine so 
far.

Michael McConnell  Year 9

No one knew her story. No one 

knew her name.  No one knew 

what she had been through. All 

they knew was at quarter- past 

nine every morning a little old 

lady sat on a bench and fed all 

the pigeons in the town square. 

She always wore a big fur coat 

with a big furry hat and her little 

brown boots.  She never talked 

to anyone. Nobody at all. Many 

people had said hello to her but 

she only gave them a sweet 

gaze. Her name was Josephine, 

though nobody knew that. 

Josephine had a very traumatic 

past. She didn’t think about 

it much but it would always 

bother her.  It was six years ago 

this very day. Josephine and 

her husband Walter had been 

crossing the road together when 

she dropped her purse and, 

as Walter went back to collect 

the little six pound purse, a 

car came flying down the road 

knocking Walter to his death.  

Josephine always blamed 

herself for Walters’s death. She 

blamed herself for the death of a 

wonderful caring man, the death 

of a gentleman, the death of the 

only man she had ever loved.

Over the years she began to get 

lonely. She stopped going out of 

the house. She stopped caring 

but, worse still, she stopped 

believing there was a purpose 

to life. It was an ordinary day 

for Josephine. She would get 

up and have her little porridge 

that was running low on supply, 

and then she would go into the 

Josephine and the Pigeons
living room where her little chair 

sat, by the window and eat from 

her little bowl. She watched the 

busy cars pass and the laughing 

mothers pushing prams strut 

by her window but she normally 

found these quite boring. She 

loved watching birds.  She loved 

to see their little tiny wings just 

elegantly lift them up into the 

blue sky. She loved to hear their 

little chirps as she woke up. She 

loved the way they jerked their 

little heads. She was so envious 

of these care-free birds. She 

wanted to just join them and flap 

away into the sunset. However, 

she knew this wasn’t possible. 

She had always tried to call the 

birds across the road, throwing 

bread at the ground, making 

little bird squawks, but had 

always hopelessly failed. She 

was agitated with these birds. 

Why wouldn’t they come over? 

Why couldn’t they just move 

their little birdie feet into her 

home. So, to be with the birds 

she just knew there was no way, 

unless she left the house, so she 

did. She put on her little hat with 

her big brown coat and left her 

house for the first time in a year. 

She walked into town, stopping 

at the corner shop to get a loaf 

of bread to feed to the birds. 

Looking around her, bedazzled, 

she went to the town hall and 

fed the birds and, eventually, felt 

like she could flap away into the 

sunset.

Darcy Peacock

Year 8

Do you like school?  Would you 
like to be home-schooled?  In 
this essay I am going to tell you 
some of the advantages and 
disadvantages of home school and 
regular school.  There are two types 
of home school: being taught by 
your parents or being taught by an 
online website.  Today we are going 
to talk about your parents teaching 
you.  With home school you don’t 
really have a timetable.  Is that good 
or bad?  I’ll let you decide!  We 
all know about regular school but 
would you rather be taught by your 
Mum or Dad?

Ok, so in normal school you change 
classrooms every 30-35 minutes, 
and have to be on time, but what if 
you stayed in the same classroom- 
or room -  all day, being taught by 
your Mum?  Would you like to wake 
up at 11am and start school at 
11:30am?  Again, I’ll let you decide 
that one!

I hope you have reflected on the 
questions I previously asked you?  
Now we are going to move on to 
the ‘for’ points.

Experience Adventure
So it’s a lovely day outside and 
you have school.  So you are stuck 
inside a concrete building all day.  
BORING!  But with home schooling 
you can take a picnic rug outside 
and do your work there.

Books and Organisation
Think of the following: you are 
walking to Geography and you 
realise that you forgot to put your 
Geography book back in your bag.  
Duh! Duh!  Duh! Panic mode!  But 
when you are at home you can’t 
forget anything, because you don’t 
need to pack your bag at night.  All 
you need to do is run upstairs, or 
to wherever you keep your school 
books, and grab the ones for the 
next class.

No Uniform
We all love our uniform: right?! 
Wrong!  Heavy blazers and 
confusing ties!  Some days we just 
want to stay in our pjs and curl up in 
bed.  With normal school you can’t 
do that, but with home school you 
can wear whatever you want!

Ok, so now we are going to move 
on to the points against home 
schooling.  But before we do that, 
can you read through the points 
one more time?

It’s More Expensive
‘Money doesn’t grow on trees,’ 
that’s what our parents tell us.  But 
they’re partly wrong, because money 
is made of paper!  I’m kind of getting 
away from the point.  Being educated
at home means you have to buy all 
the books and the stationery etc.  
But at least you don’t have to pay 
£100-£200 for uniform!

Subjects…
Your parents can teach you all the 
common subjects like Maths and 
English, but what about Drama and
the Languages?  Well, unless your
Mum or Dad is French or something!

Discipline
Detention: the dreaded word.  In 
school you can’t get away with 
anything!  Uuuuagh!  But maybe 
that’s a good thing?  Say one day 
you decide you don’t want to do 
school, and your parents decide it’s 
okay and they don’t put their foot 
down.  Then you think you can get 
away with anything.

Conclusion
In conclusion, I think home schooling 
is a good idea, and under some 
circumstances it would work well, 
but you would thrive more in a school 
because you would have all the 
experiences that everybody else has.

Hannah Francis
Year 8

Which School? Sweets Before 
Bedtime??

“What is that?” Drax thought as 
he wearily looked to the damp, 
dark corner of the ceiling… no, 
wait, “Where am I?” was his 
next curious thought….If he 
was going to be able to move, 
he first needed to know where 
he was and why!  If he could 
just stop the chugging rhythm 
that was his heart, he might be 
able to breathe properly and 
gather his thoughts.  Then, 
like a hard brake, a cool air 
swarmed round his temples 
and he realised he still didn’t 
have a clue where he was, but 
he knew that he must explore if 
he was going to live… lying still 
would do no good. 

Stealthily, he edged one foot in 
front of the other, taking care 
not to tread on the creaky, 
wooden boards, although he 
didn’t know why he would 
think they were creaky.  With 
the slow crunch of the wood 
beneath his bare feet, Drax felt 
his stomach plummet and the 
fear he had felt only minutes 
earlier came over him again as 
his body followed his stomach 
through the floor to the 
sprawling galaxy below.  The 
force pulling him began to slow 
and, as he twirled like a young 
girl learning ballet for the first 
time, his feet found the circular 
staircase softening his fall onto 
the fluffy blanket of clouds 
where, for the first time in what 
seemed like hours, he felt safe 
and adventurous.  With his 
attention spanning mere split 
seconds, a sweet smell filled 
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his nostrils and he wonders, 
“Mmmm… is that Candy Floss 
or Ice Cream?” As quick as the 
thought entered his brain, like 
an epic magic trick, a single, 
silver spoon smoothly falls to 
his lips, as if to tease him into 
tasting the clouds.

With the burst of air like a 
frog’s ‘ribbit’ from his mouth, 
Drax began panicking that just 
like Charlie in the Chocolate 
Factory he would begin to 
fall again… “Oh no,  how 
do I stop?”… His belly felt a 
roller coaster move before 
he desperately spied a giant 
red button beneath… ”Oh 
goodness, I hope that’s made 
of jelly…” was the last thing 
he remembers thinking before 
feeling the slobbery swishing 
of a cold wet tongue washing 
round his earlobes.  All too 
quickly Drax remembered the 
events of the night before: 
the movie he was sure he 
would watch to the end; the 
humongous pile of junk food 
brought by the babysitter in 
the hope that he would stay in 
his room all night and let her 
chatter to her bff on the phone.  

“Uh… Oh… Where did 
the lemonade go? Never 
again…………no SWEETS 
BEFORE BEDTIME.”

Rafferty Mackay
Year 8

This summer past, my family and 
I returned to a Euro camp in the 
south of France, just outside a 
seaside town called St Raphael.  
Our campsite was in a large 
pine tree forest.  There were 900 
mobile homes, each equipped with 
two gas tanks.  France enjoyed 
a heatwave this year, unlike us 
poor souls in Ireland stuck in the 
rain.  The south of France hit dizzy 
temperatures of 40C.  The forest 
floor was crackling dry with no rain 
for weeks.

The morning of 11th July began as 
normal, eating croissants and crusty 
bread for breakfast out on the 
decking, joking, laughing, playing 
cards, enjoying the sunshine, 
relaxing, blissfully unaware of what 
would happen later on that day.

My day continued as it had begun, 
carefree and relaxed.  My family and 
I made our way to the pool, where 
we met friends, swam, read books 
and lazed on our loungers in the 
shade of a big tree.  That evening 
we returned to our mobile home, 
showered and ate barbecued food.  
Later that evening we walked down 
to the entertainment village.  Eunan 
and I played soccer while Mum and 
Dad enjoyed a drink in the bar.  We 
all strolled home around midnight, 
oblivious to what would happen 
in the next few hours.  Tired and 
happy, I cuddled into my bed and 
fell fast asleep.

I woke to hear someone frantically 
banging on my bedroom window 
and our mobile door.  I lay in the 
pitch dark, my heart racing, listening 
intently to hear what the high-
pitched voice outside was saying.  
I became aware of cars moving at 
speed inside the campsite.  That 
was unusual as no cars were 
permitted to drive after 10pm.  I 
got out of bed and tried to switch 
on my light.  No electricity.  I called 
on Mum and Dad.  Dad was at the 
mobile door talking to someone.  
I strained my ears to hear the 
conversation.  I knew something 

was wrong.  Dad shouted, ‘Quick, 
get up, there’s a fire!’  Mum, Eunan 
and I all sprang and scampered 
around in the dark looking for clothes
and shoes.  The only light we had 
came from our mobile phones.

Seconds later, I heard a loud bang.  
It was a gas explosion.  Oh boy, 
my heart was thumping.  You could 
have heard a pin drop.  Fear was 
tangible.  This was potentially a 
very dangerous situation. The cars 
continued to speed past our mobile 
as we sheepishly emerged into the 
night.  People were frantically on the 
move.  Flames leapt into the sky.  I 
was petrified.  The smell of smoke 
filled my nostrils.  My mind was 
racing; my throat and mouth were 
as dry as the Sahara Desert.  The 
palms of my hands were sweating.  
I gripped my Mum’s arm.  Dad said, 
‘Stay together’.  The fire was in the 
west of the forest, about five rows 
of mobile homes away from us.

The cars soon caused traffic jams 
along the narrow roads through the 
forest.  They were coming from all 
angles.  It was chaos.  We decided 
to run in the opposite direction 
from the fire and hoped to find an 
exit from the forest.  To everyone’s 
relief, we heard sirens and saw blue 
lights in the forest.  We continued 
on running with a crowd of perhaps 
a hundred people.  At last we 
reached safety, out of the forest.  
Away from gas and fire.  Words 
couldn’t express my relief.

The emergency services worked 
tirelessly to defeat the ferocious 
blaze.  They took control of the 
chaotic car situation and restored 
harmony.  Miraculously, no-one 
was killed.  A row of mobile homes 
was completely melted.  I will never 
forget this experience.  This will 
always be an unforgettable day for 
me.  The events of 11th July 2015 
are ‘burned’ into my memory.

Conor McNicholl  Year 8
Winner of the

Junior Magazine Prize

An Unforgettable Day
“The Underdog.” What is it really all 
about? What makes an underdog? 
Why is it that one person, group or 
team is so regularly expected to fail 
and yet succeeds?

I’ll begin with the inspiration behind 
this article: Leicester City. A truly 
incredible story: within the space 
of a year, Leicester went from the 
brink of Premier League relegation 
to being the champions of England. 
Inspired by a few “rags-to-riches” 
stories, such as that of Jamie Vardy, 
they captured the attention of the 
world and deservedly took their 
place at the helm of English football. 

Despite Leicester winning the 
league by a huge margin of ten 
points in the end, people were still 
doubting them right up until the day 
they sealed the title. My question is 
why? 

Leicester were evidently the best 
team in the league all season long, 
and yet continually pundits and 

experts said that they would slip 
up and fall away from the top spot. 
Thankfully they didn’t, and the rest, 
as they say, is history. 

We have a continual fascination with 
the underdog story stretching right 
back through our history. There is, 
of course, David versus Goliath, 
the best known story to many. But 
there are also the stories of Mark 
Zuckerberg, Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, 
Alan Sugar. They built themselves 
up from nothing to become 
billionaires, at the head of their 
respective fields.

Then there’s sport. It always 
seems to come back to sport. 
And not just sport, sports films! 
We have an obsession with 
making a docudrama about every 
underdog sports story there ever 
was. “Miracle on Ice”, “Any Given 
Sunday”, “Moneyball”, “Friday 
Night Lights”, the list goes on. In 
fact, even now, there’s a movie in 
the pipeline about Jamie Vardy’s 

The “Underdog Story”
“meteoric” rise from Sunday 
League football to Premier League 
Champion. 

Now being a member of Eoghan 
Rua, and playing for various school 
hurling and Gaelic teams, I know all 
about being an underdog. We enter 
most matches as second favourites 
and yet win the majority of them. 
The feeling after winning a game 
you were expected to lose is like 
nothing I can describe, and I think 
that is where our human obsession 
with the underdog story stems 
from. When an underdog wins, 
that feeling, for a short amount of 
time, reaches out to everyone who 
supported the underdog. For just 
a second, it makes people feel a 
part of something special, and that 
is one of the greatest things a story 
can do for anyone. 

Long live the underdog.

Aidan Boyle
Year 13
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SPORTS NEWS

SENIOR GAELIC

 Loreto 0-10 
 St. Mary’s Limavady 0-11
 9th October

Despite great optimism before the 
first game of the year, the Loreto 
senior footballers did not make a 
great start to this match. For fifteen 
minutes the home side could not 
get close to the Limavady boys, 
who scored four points without 
reply. Then the Loreto side started 
to get into their stride and Conor 
Gillen scored their first point from 
a free kick. Five minutes later 
Mark Cassidy got a second with a 
wonderful run from midfield. Two 
fine points before half time from 
Fergal Dillon meant the sides were 
level after thirty minutes.

Six minutes into the second half 
Gareth was calm under pressure 

punching the ball over the bar. 
Limavady responded five minutes 
later with a point from a free. Loreto 
then went two ahead with points 
from Conor Gillen and Shane 
McIntyre. Back Limavady came 
again though with four more points 
in a row to put them two ahead. 
Loreto responded however with 
points from Conor Gillen, Fergal 
Dillon and Shane McIntyre. It was 
Limavady however who finished 
the stronger with two fine points, 
leaving them one ahead at the final 
whistle.

The game was frustrating for the 
Loreto lads who felt they did not 
play their best, but could still have 
won the match. This makes the 
next two games vital for Loreto’s 
future in the competition.

 Loreto 4-8 (20) 
 Holy Cross Strabane 2-11 (17)
 21st October

Playing on the slick artificial surface 
at Owenbeg, Dungiven, Loreto 
looked to recover from the one 
point loss in their first match. 
Despite early pressure from 
Strabane, the Loreto defence, 
marshalled by James Gillen, kept 
them at bay until the seventh 
minute. Loreto responded in fine 
style with a wonderful goal from 
Fergal Dillon. Back came Strabane 
with a point of their own, but it was 
after this the Loreto side began to 
take control of the game. Conor 
Gillen’s first point of the game was 
followed by Fergal Dillon’s. Conor 
added a point from a free in the 
sixteenth minute, quickly followed 
by a goal from Sean Quinn. Despite 

some great work in defence by 
Shéa Doherty and Liam Ferris, 
Strabane kept in touch with two 
points in a row in the twentieth 
minute. Mark Cassidy and Shay 
McLaughlin were beginning to 
control the midfield area. Two 
minutes later, however, Conor Gillen 
and John Mullan added to Loreto’s 
total. Strabane finished the half with 
a well taken point, leaving the half 
time score Loreto 2-5 Strabane 0-5. 

Strabane started strongly again in 
the second half scoring a point in 
the second minute. John Mullan 
added one for Loreto before three 
quick points in a row brought 
Strabane back into the game. 
Fergal Dillon seemed to have 
calmed Loreto fears of a Strabane 
fight back with another goal, but 
Strabane scored a goal of their 
own after fifteen minutes. Fergal 
replied for Loreto with another point 

before Strabane scored from a free. 
A John Mullan goal and a point in 
the twentieth minute should have 
settled the game, but Strabane 
grabbed a point and goal in quick 
succession to leave three points 
between the teams. Despite a 
nervous last few minutes the Loreto 
defence held firm for their first win of 
the year.

O’DOHERTY CUP QUARTER FINAL REACHED

What made this first half 
performance even more exceptional 
was the fact that Loreto were 
playing against a stiff breeze, but 
their controlled possession play 
gave Kilkeel very few chances to 
score. The Loreto defence was 
outstanding: Eoin Canning and Liam 
Ferris were solid while Shea Doherty 
was simply unbeatable. The half 
back line of Shane McIntyre, Sean 
Quinn and Aidan Boyle worked 
tirelessly to snuff out any Kilkeel 
threat. 

 Half time score 
 Loreto 1-9 
 Kilkeel 0-3

Three points in a row from John 
Mullan, Shane McIntyre and Conor 
Gillen at the start of the second 
half showed that the Loreto lads 
were determined not to let Kilkeel 

back into the game. In fact Kilkeel 
were only to score twice more in 
the game. A quick flurry of points 
then came from Conor Rafferty, two 
from John Mullan and Conor Gillen 
before Aidan McGonigle scored a 
fine goal. Conor finished the game 
with an impressive seven points.

One minute later Aidan Boyle 
chipped in with a spectacular point 
from wide on the right. John Mullan 
then added the last of his five point 
total for the game. There was even 
time for two of the substitutes to 
add to the Loreto scoring. Daire 
Mullan grabbed a well taken point 
and Jack O’Doherty scored a good 
goal. Stiofan Tracey and James 
Gillen worked hard for the team 
throughout the game, both making 
some great runs through the Kilkeel 
defence. 

Loreto thus progressed to the 
O’Doherty quarter final.

 Loreto 4-19
 Kilkeel 0-5

This match marked a great return 
to form for the Loreto lads, after 
the Christmas break. Points from 
John Mullan and Conor Gillen in 
the first few minutes set the tone 
for the game. Kilkeel replied with a 
point of their own in the fifth minute, 
but a wonderful Shay McLaughlin 
goal in the seventh minute put clear 
daylight between the teams. 

A string of Loreto scores followed 
from Conor Gillen, Conor Rafferty, 
Aidan McGonigle and Fergal Dillon, 
before Kilkeel managed to get one 
back. Conor Gillen got two more 
points and Shane McIntyre also 
added one before half time. Kilkeel 
finished the half with a fine point of 
their own.
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QUARTER FINAL HEARTBREAK

Queen’s University Belfast’s GAA Academy has joined 
forces with the Ulster Colleges to launch an 

innovative Allstar scheme for players competing 
in Year 12 competitions, including the 

Rannafast and Rafferty Cups.

The initiative selects an All Star team 
on the back of a trial process, with 
all of this hosted at the superb GAA 
facilities at Upper Malone.

Loreto College footballers Aidan 
McGonigle, Daniel Walton and 
Fearghal Close (all Year 12) were 
among those selected as the final 

30 in Ulster, reaching the final trial for 
the Danske Bank Future Stars squad.

Meanwhile John Mullan (Year 14) and 
Shauna Doherty (Year 13) won through to 

the final 30 for a coveted 15 All Star awards 
in Hurling and Camogie respectively.

Congratulations to all five and perhaps especially to 
Aidan, Daniel and Fearghal on reaching the final trials.

Mr S Murtagh

There was heartbreak for Mr 
Murphy and the Senior Gaelic 
team in the quarter final of the 
Ulster Colleges O’Doherty Cup 
on Wednesday 11th February in 
a match which ended Loreto 0-8, 
Our Lady and St Patrick’s College 
Knock 2-13.

The first half was a closely fought 
contest, with the sides exchanging 
points throughout. Conor Gillen 
scored three of the four Loreto 
points and Fergal Dillon the other. 
Two of Knock’s points came from 

frees and one from a 45, so they 
only managed three points from 
play in the first half.

The sides exchanged points at the 
start of the second half, Loreto 
scores coming from Conor and 
Fergal again. Then came the 
controversial moment when a 
Loreto goal was not given because 
the ball went through a hole in the 
net beside the post and the referee 
did not see it. This would have 
brought the teams level, instead 
Knock went up the pitch, scored 

a point and were four clear. Loreto 
struggled to retain their composure 
after this and lost their focus on 
the game, only scoring three more 
points, two from Conor and one 
from Fergal.

A difficult end to the competitive 
season for a talented team and 
their dedicated coach. Heartbreak 
especially for our Year 14s who end 
their competitive career for Loreto 
on a difficult note - though with 
much of which they can be proud.

Match reports by Mr B Murphy

QUB STARS OF THE FUTURE

SENIOR CAMOGIE

CAMOGIE NEWS

Our first game was against St. 
Killian’s College. This was certainly 
a game of two halves! We only 
managed to score two points in the 
first half, but a spirited comeback 
resulted in us scoring 6:3 in the 
second half. Shauna Doherty 
was top scorer with 5:5. Our new 
‘signing’ from St. Paul’s HS, Daire 

McKenna, also impressed, scoring 
a goal and making a significant 
contribution with her strong 
tackling and work rate. Although 
our defence was under pressure, 
especially in the first half, Bronagh 
McNicholl, Shannon McWilliams 
and Michaela Ingram worked very 
hard to hold up an ‘in form’ St. 

Killian’s full forward line. Others to 
impress were second half subs 
Mary Mullan and Sarah Dillon, and 
a midfield pairing of Orla Rafferty 
and Roisin McMorrough worked 
tirelessly throughout. Unfortunately, 
the first half deficit was too much 
to overcome and we lost narrowly 
to the team who went on to win the 
Ulster title at this grade.

Our next game was against St. 
Pius’ HS, Magherafelt. We were 
understrength for this game as the 
musical meant that a number of 
the team were unavailable (talented 

all-rounders!). We also lost our most 
effective forward, Shauna Doherty, 
to injury in the first half. Despite 
the best efforts of all involved, we 
also lost this game,  which ended 

our involvement in this senior 
competition. However, many of the 
team are available next year so we 
are hopeful for a better run in this 
competition in 2016-17.
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The Junior Camogie team’s season 
did not start well.  The girls travelled 
to Belfast to play St Mark’s HS 
Warrenpoint.  The game was close, 
however the Loreto girls were 
clearly missing Tiegan Mullan’s 
hard work in midfield, as she was 
out due to injury.  Despite the best 
efforts of Sarah McAllister, Sorcha 
Duggan and Saoirse McAuley 
in defence, the St Mark’s attack 
managed to score 5:5, but the 
Loreto girls did not give up.  Chloe 
Mullan led the attack, scoring a 
goal from a free early in the first 
half.  The work of the McKeague 
sisters, Courtney and Katie, up 
front, paid off, as they scored a:2 
from play between them.  Shauna 
McGonigle opened the scoring in 
the second half for Loreto, with a 
point from play.  With Kate Doherty 
working hard to clear the ball from 
defence to the full forward line, Cait 
Passmore proceeded to obtain an 
overall tally of 3:1 from the entire 
match.  The girls were unlucky to 
lose this match by only a point, as 
they had worked hard.

JUNIOR CAMOGIE

The rest of the season continued 
in a similar style, with lots of high 
scoring encounters ending with 
disappointing results.  For the last 
match of the year, the Loreto girls’ 
morale was boosted by the return 
of several very strong players.  Aoife 
Kelly set the tone for the rest of the 
team, with a series of outstanding 
saves in the first half.  Tiegan’s 
return was a relief for the girls 
up front, with herself and Sarah 
Moore contributing significantly to 
the scoreboard.  Despite Roisin 
McMorrough’s best efforts in 
defence, the Loreto girls fell just 
short, with a disappointing final 
score of 1:13 to 1:10.

Year 9-10
The group stage of this competition 
was played in Baltic conditions 
at All-Saints, Ballymena. The girls 
started brightly with a convincing 
win over St. Paul’s HS, Kilrea. Our 
next game, against St. Pius’ HS, 
was a tightly contested affair but 
unfortunately we lost. St. Louis’ GS, 
Ballymena, our last game, would 
prove too strong for us on the day. 

Kate Doherty and Chloe Mullan 
were outstanding, both girls tackled 
hard and were impressive with their 
long striking. Sarah McAllister was 
a rock in defence, while Dearbhla 
McCrossan and Claire White 
both worked very hard. Among 
the younger ones, the Campbell 
twins, Caitlin and Caoimhe, 
Caite McAtamney and Niamh 
Mooney all showed great skill and 
determination. Very encouraging for 
the future.

Year 8
The Year Eights put in some 
encouraging performances this 
year and attendances at training 
after school have been good. The 
coaching input from our senior 
players, Bronagh McNicholl, Daire 
McKenna and Molly Maguire has 
been invaluable, thanks girls! In 
the group stages we defeated St. 
Paul’s HS, Kilrea and St.Colum’s 
HS, Draperstown, and lost narrowly 
to St. Louis’ GS, Ballymena. Eimear 
Maguire was impressive throughout, 
putting in long wonderful long range 
points, while Catriona Cassidy was 

a constant scoring threat in front of 
the opposition’s goals. In defence, 
Lucy O’Kane was outstanding, ably 
backed by Caitlin Kearney, Orla 
Cunningham and Erin Ferguson. 
Up front, the strong running of 
Isobel Healey, Phillippa Pitt and 
Ciara McAlary made it very difficult 
for the opposition’s defence. 
The opposition in the semi-final, 
Assumption GS, Ballynahinch, were 
unable to field so our next game 
was in the Ulster final against St. 
Patrick’s Academy Dungannon. This 
was a tough game, St. Patrick’s 
lost by only a point to the winners 
of the ‘A’ competition. We were 
missing our centre half back, Lucy 
O’Kane, as she had a broken arm. 
The girls fought very hard against 
a much physically stronger team. 
Megan Coyle and Clodagh Calvert 
were magnificent whilst Eimear 
Maguire continued to impress in 
midfield. Our pocket rockets, Caitlin 
Kearney and Lisa Marie Benson, 
certainly showed that ‘it’s not the 
dog in the fight, but the size of the 
fight in the dog’! We lost this game, 
but a spirited performance shows 
promise for next year.

Kelly McGoldrick 
Tournament - Year 8
This was our last outing of the year 
(on Friday 17th June) and the girls 
certainly did themselves proud, 
reaching the final against St Colm’s 
HS, Draperstown.  Along the way 
we recorded wins against St Killian’s 
College, St Paul’s HS Kilrea, St 
Mary’s HS Limavady and St Pius’ 
HS Magherafelt.  
Our first game, against St Killian’s 
College, was the toughest.  We 
were slow to get started and St 
Killian’s scored 2:1 before we really 
started to play!  Eimear Maguire 
was magnificent, scoring 2 goals 
and a brace of fantastic long-
distance points.  Ciara McAlary hit 
2 goals, while Megan Coyle (0-1) 
had a great game at midfield.  In 
the back line, Clodagh Calvert 
was tremendous, ably assisted by 
Bronagh McGonagle, Lisa-Marie 
Benson and Emma Turner.  The final 
scoreline: Loreto 4:2, St Killian’s 
3:4 reflected the competitive nature 
of the game.  We had won by the 
narrowest of margins!
Against St Paul’s HS Kilrea, 
Isobel Healy’s strong running was 

rewarded with two goals.  Caitlin 
Kearney was tireless at midfield, 
showing great skill and tenacity.  
Up front, in all the games, Catriona 
Cassidy was a constant threat, with 
her hard running and skill.  A special 
mention to our goalkeeper on the 
day, Lucy O’Kane, who, despite 
an injured arm, performed heroics 
in goal.  We lost to a very good St 
Colm’s team in the final, but the 
performances from all the squad are 
very encouraging for next year.  Well 
done girls!

We are very grateful for the coaches 
who provided so many young 
junior hurlers, camogs and gaelic 
footballers with training. Enda 
Muldoon, Colm Dillon and Richard 
Ferris - thank you all very much.
Congratulations to all those 
selected to represented their 
counties, Antrim and Derry at gaelic, 
hurling and camogie. It is wonderful 
to see so many of our students 
getting recognition at this level. 
Keep up your involvement in Gaelic 
games, you will get so much more 
than simply just physical fitness.  

Mrs Schira McGoldrick
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The junior hurling team of Loreto 
College, Coleraine, won its third Br 
Mallon Cup in as many years. 

After qualifying from the first blitz 
at Na Magha, Derry, Loreto played 
against St.Joseph’s, Donaghmore, 
Abbey CBS and Dungloe RC in 
the final blitz at Owenbeg. Despite 
losing by a point against Dungloe 
in the opening game, the players 

HURLING NEWS

HURLING TRIUMPH FOR LORETO COLLEGE TEAM

showed great skill and fighting spirit 
to win all three of the remaining 
matches. They overpowered a very 
good Dungloe side in what proved 
to be the final, decisive tie to claim a 
third Ulster Colleges under 14 ½ C 
hurling title since 2014.

The team members were: Tiernan 
Boylan, Eoin McKeever, Eoghan 
Gormley, Conor McAleese, 

Cathair McCloskey, Eoin Doherty 
Aidan Gillen, Sean Scullion, 
Anton McIntyre, Pearse McGarry, 
Kosta Papachristopolous, Donal 
O’Kane, Oisin Doherty, Peadar 
O’hOisin, Patrick McMullan, 
Sullivan Quinn, Oran Walton, 
Peter Mullan, Dara Mooney 
(captain), Josh Mullan, Paul 
Rafferty, Cillian Calvert, and 
Leo Passmore. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, congratulated the team, which was coached by 

Mr Callum Boyle and captained by Darragh Mooney (Year 10), on this tremendous success.

It has been a busy year for our 
various Netball teams with quite a 
lot of success and lots of activity.  
The Year 8 team won the Coleraine 
& District Year 8 tournament, which 
you can read about later. The team 
members were: Alana Burns, Eabh 
McIlvenny, Bronagh McGonigle, 
Erin McKeever, Megan Coyle, 
Jessie McGilligan, Erin Ferguson, 
Tori Colson Rice, Lucy O’Kane, 
Mary Doran, Katie Mulholland and 
Catriona Cassidy.

The Minor A team lost 13-17 to 
Cross & Passion College, lost 9-4 to 
Dalriada and defeated Ballymoney 
HS 17-7.  The team members 
were: Amie Cassidy, Hannah Taylor, 
Erin McNicholl, Tolu Jide-Ojo, 
Katie Heaney, Cheyenne Corbett, 
Helena Sinclair, Aine Apperley, 
Maria McMorrough and Anna Toner.  
Also playing at Minor B level were 
Bronagh O’Kane, Ella O’Callaghan, 
Emma McLaughlin, Meabh Bryson 
and Niamh McKeown.

The Junior A team defeated 
Coleraine College 19-10, lost 17-4 

NETBALL NEWS

to Cross & Passion College, drew 
14-14 with Dominican College 
Portstewart and defeated Limavady 
GS 17-12, finishing the season 
as runners-up in the league.  The 
team members were: Magdalena 
Zaruska, Roma Kelly, Anna O’Boyle, 
Ciara Boyle, Nadia Brzozowska, 
Erin Kelly, Louise Doherty, Claire 
White, Kate Doherty, Ellie McBroom, 
Ellen Mulholland, Lucia Watson, 
Erin Donaghy, Dearbhla McCrossan 
and Sarah McAllister.  Also playing 
at Junior B level were Orla Mullan, 
Maria Roantree, Maeve Kerr, 
Bronagh McCann, Charlotte Hall 
and Jane McHenry.

The Intermediate A team lost 
29-7 to Cross & Passion College, 
lost 25-14 to Dominican College 
Portstewart, and defeated Dalriada 
28-1. The team members were: 
Eva McGrath-Olivan, Sarah Dillon, 
Shakeera Nazeer, Niamh Boorman, 
Mary Mullan, Aoife Kelly and Riona 
Pauling.

The Intermediate B team, 
meanwhile, defeated St Mary’s HS 

Limavady 8-4. lost 18-4 to Cross 
& Passion College and defeated 
Limavady GS 16-9, finishing the 
season as League runners-up.  The 
team members were: Sian Donaghy, 
Alisha Convery, Anna McKeown, 
Sorcha Dougan, Molly Canning, 
Caitlin Thompson, Ellen Ferris, 
Orlagh Carey, Orlagh McCloskey 
and Shannon Campbell. 

The Senior A team lost 25-6 to 
Cross & Passion College, defeated 
Coleraine College 29-12 and 
defeated Limavady GS 28-25, while 
the Senior B team lost 17-14 to 
Dominican College Portstewart, 
defeated Dalriada 18-14 and lost 
27-15 to Ballycastle HS.  Senior 
A team members were: Rachel 
McIntyre, Shannon McWilliams, 
Sinead McAtamney, Nicole 
Cosgrove, Caite Skelly, Una Mellon, 
Amy Doherty, Aine McNamee and 
Niamh Wallace, while the B team 
members were: Caitlin McFall, 
Carla Doherty, Naomi Anderson, 
Aoife Boorman, Bronagh McNicholl, 
Darcey Kelly, Kate Bradley, Shauna 
Doherty and Anna McGuigan.

Senior A Netball Team Senior B Netball Team
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Several promising young netball 
players from Loreto College 
Coleraine were selected to play 
on the North Coast Regional 
Development squads in their age 
groups.

At Under 13 level, Erin Ferguson 
(GK), Maria McMorrough (WD), 

REGIONAL SUCCESS FOR LORETO NETBALLERS

Helena Sinclair (GK), Tolu Jide Ojo  
and Alana Burns (GS) represented 
Loreto at Regional level.  At Under 
15 level, Loreto was represented by 
Year 11 students Alisha Convery, 
Ellen Ferris and Caitlin Thompson, 
along with Year 10 students Ciara 
Boyle and Roma English. 

The squads trained every month 
at Our Lady Of Lourdes HS 
Ballymoney, in preparation for 
a Regional Tournament in May.  
Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head 
of Physical Education at Loreto 
College, congratulated the girls on 
their selection and wished them 
well for the training and competitive 
fixtures.

The annual Coleraine and District Netball tournament was hosted by Loreto College on Thursday 10th March 2016, 

with a total of 13 teams taking part.

After a day of lively competition, the final was a closely contested fixture between hosts Loreto College and local 

rivals Dominican College Portstewart, with Loreto emerging victorious 6-5.

Meanwhile, the Loreto 

Year 10 and Year 11 teams 

finished as runners-up in the 

Coleraine and District League 

competitions.

A busy season for our netball 

players concluded with the 

annual Netball Sleepover, 

involving a cinema trip, games, 

lots of pizza and perhaps just a 

little sleep.

Head of PE at Loreto College, 

Mrs Maureen McCullough, paid 

tribute to the team members 

and their coach, PE teacher 

Ms Julie Wilson, and to all the 

visiting teams and teachers on 

an excellent day’s competition.

SUCCESSFUL YEAR 8 NETBALL TOURNAMENT FOR LORETO COLLEGE
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We had a poor soccer season this year.  We didn’t 
win a trophy for the first time since 1999.  Year 12’s 
got to final but were beaten 3-1 by our neighbours 
Coleraine Grammar and year 10’s were beaten by 
a single goal 5-4 in a semi-final against Limavady 
Grammar.  All other year groups failed to make a 
semi-final spot. 

The Year 8 team had a busy season, starting off 
with a 3-1 loss to St Mary’s HS Limavady, with Jakub 
Porebski scoring for Loreto.  Next came a brilliant 
7-0 defeat of Ballymoney High School, with goals 
by Anton Rafferty, Owen Benson and Felix Kilmartin, 
followed a few days later by a 10-5 loss to Cookstown 
High School.  The boys went on to lose 1-4 to Cross 
& Passion College, with a goal by Felix Kilmartin, and 
5-1 to Dalriada, with a goal by Rafferty McKay. 

The Year 9 team, unfortunately, lost all three 
competitive fixtures this year, to Dominican College 
Portstewart 5-0, to Limavady Grammar 2-3 (with 
goals scored by Alex Mailey) and to Cross & Passion 
College 1-0.

The Year 10 team defeated Ballymoney HS 
6-2, with goals by Luke McKendry and Aidan Gillen, 
recording another 6-2 win against Dalriada with goals 
by Caleb Wan, Luke McKendry, John Butcher and 
Mateusz Pajak.  The boys were defeated 4-2 by 
Limavady HS with both Loreto goals scored by Luke 
McKendry.  In the semi-final, Loreto lost to Limavady 
GS with a final score of 6-5, with Luke McKendry, 
Caleb Wan and Caolan Brennan scoring our goals. 

SOCCER NEWS 2015-2016

The Year 11 team defeated St Pius’ HS 
Magherafelt 2-1, with goals by Adam Purvis and 
Conor O’Kane, but then lost its two other fixtures, 
losing 4-0 to Limavady HS and 2-0 to Coleraine 
Grammar School.

The Year 12 team was our most successful of 
the year, reaching the Coleraine & District League 
final.  Earlier in the season, the boys defeated 
Limavady GS 3-1, with Kevin O’Kane and Eamon 
McLaughlin scoring for us.  The team defeated 
Ballymena Academy 5-1, with goals by Kevin O’Kane, 
Eamon McLaughlin, Cahir Boyle and Oran Kneeland, 
and went on to record a magnificent 9-4 victory 
against Limavady HS, with goals by Eamon 
McLaughlin, Sean McKeever, Aidan McGonigle, Ben 

White and Kai Smyth.  
The team met Limavady 
HS in the final, winning 
9-8 on penalties, before 
ending a great run with 
a 4-2 loss to Coleraine 
Grammar School in the 
final.

The Year 13-14 
team won 4-3 against 
Dalriada, with goals 
scored by Conor Rafferty, 
Conor Gillen and Alex 
Christie, drew 2-2 against 
Coleraine College, with 
both Loreto goals scored 
by Conor Gillen, and 
were beaten 2-1 by St 
Mary’s HS Limavady with 
a goal by Stiofan Tracey.  

Mr Paul Byrne

The twenty-first annual Mary 
McCabe Trophy race, involving 
all Year 8 students, took place 
in wintry conditions at Loreto 
College Coleraine on Friday 14th 
January 2016. This event was 
held first in 1996, following the 
presentation of the trophy by Dr. 
McCabe, in memory of his wife 
Mary. The McCabe family had three 
daughters, Geraldine, Jemma and 
Anne-Marie, who attended Loreto 
in the 1970s. All three girls were 
keen and successful athletes and 
their parents often came to races 
and were very supportive of the 
girls. The silver cup was for Minor 
Girls’ cross country and has been 
competed for each year. There is 
also a boys’ shield and, each year, 
Year 8 boys and girls compete for 
these two trophies.

The event saw Year 8s completing 
a taxing run just short of 2000m 
through the College campus, and 
this year’s winners were Alana 
Burns and Cormac Carr.  Mr Paul 
Cunning, co-ordinator of Cross 
Country running at Loreto, joined 
College Principal Mr Michael 
James in offering congratulations 
to all those who took part, and 
commiserations to those who could 
not do so, or who dropped out due 
to injury. Mr Cunning added a word 
of special thanks to the members of 
staff and senior students who acted 
as marshals.

Mr Cunning added that a number 
of previous winners of this event 
had gone on to sporting success 
in athletics, hurling, gaelic football 
and camogie at national and 
international level, and that many of 
the medallists could have a bright 
sporting future ahead. Many of 
these promising young athletes 
were selected to represent Loreto 
at the Cross Country District 
Championships at the Ulster 
University, along with some talented 
athletes from throughout the school. 
The students were congratulated on 
their success to date and wished 
well for the challenges ahead by Mr 

YEAR 8 CROSS COUNTRY RACE AT LORETO COLLEGE

Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College.

Medals were presented as follows:

Girls
 1st Alana Burns
 2nd Lauren Thom 
 3rd Maria Carr 

Boys
 1st Cormac Carr 
 2nd Ronan Close 
 3rd Sullivan Quinn. 

The two individual winners, Alana 
Burns and Cormac Carr, had their 
names added to the trophies to join 
an illustrious list of Loreto athletes:

Girls
 1996 Grainne McGoldrick
 1997 Judith Kelly
 1998 Gemma McCullough
 1999 Elizabeth McWilliams
 2000 Zakiyya Devaney
 2001 Orlagh Daly
 2002 Claire Doherty
 2003 Louise Bogues
 2004 Ciara Cunning
 2005 Katy Lemon
 2006 Anna Breslin
 2007 Maeve Lofthouse
 2008 Nicole O’Neill
 2009 Theresa McIlwaine
 2010 Orla Rafferty

 2011 Aoife Carr
 2012 Abigail McBroom
 2013 Niamh Carr
 2014 Ellie McBroom
 2015 Tolulope Jide-Ojo

Boys
 1996 Sean O’Connell
 1997 Eamonn Morgan
 1998 Ryan Mullan
 1999 Sean Paul Henry
 2000 Sean Leo McGoldrick
 2001 Stephen Friel
 2002 David McCulloch
 2003 Fergal McCloskey
 2004 Steven Dooley
 2005 Dermot Morrow
 2006 Daniel McAleese
 2007 John McLister
 2008 Edward Lane
 2009 Calvin Heavern
 2010 Oran Barton
 2011 Shane McIntyre
 2012 Eamon McLaughlin
 2013 Cathal Kearney
 2014 Caleb Wan
 2015 Danny McGarry

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
all the Year 8 students on their 
enthusiastic participation in the 
event, and paid tribute to Mr Paul 
Cunning and his team of Year 14 
marshals who had organised the 
race.

Mr Paul Cunning presents the Mary McCabe Trophy to Alana Burns, 
along with runners-up Lauren Thom and Maria Carr.
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The winner and runners-up in the Loreto Year 8 Boys’ 
Cross Country Race: Ronan Close (2nd) Cormac Carr 

(winner) and Sullivan Quinn (3rd)

Mr Paul Cunning presents the Cross Country Shield to 
Cormac Carr following the Loreto College Year 8 Race.

Sixth form cross country runners who acted as Marshals during the annual
Year 8 Cross Country Race at Loreto College.

Cross country runners from Loreto College 
Coleraine had a successful day at the District 
Cross Country Championships on 20th 
January, with several students qualifying 
for the Ulster Finals.

Over a tough 2500 metre course at 
the Ulster University, the Intermediate 
Girls’ Team of Abigail McBroom (Year 
12), Anna Morrison (Year 12), Molly 
Brennan (Year 12) and Niamh Carr 
(Year 11) finished at the top of the field, 
consolidating their excellent performances 
in previous years.  There are high hopes for 
this team at Loreto: two years ago, the girls 
won the All Ireland Junior trophy and, despite 
having suffered through injury, the outlook remains 
optimistic.  Most of the girls are members of the 
Springwell Club and the help of Philip Tweedie, 
Alastair Bratten and others is much appreciated.

Among the younger runners, the Year 8 Boys did 
exceptionally well, finishing in fourth and eighth 
places out of 17 schools. 

The Intermediate Girls’ team, Alana Burns, Aoife 
Carr and Tolulope Jide Ojo (Year 9) qualified to 

LORETO SUCCESS AT DISTRICT
CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Intermediate Girls’ Cross Country team from 
Loreto College, winners of the District Championships 

and qualifiers for the Ulster Finals.

represent Loreto and the Coleraine/Derry district at 
Ulster level.  The Ulster Finals were held at Mallusk 
Playing Fields on Wednesday 10th February.  

Mr Paul Cunning, Co-ordinator of Cross Country 
running at Loreto College, congratulated all these 
talented runners on their District success and wished 
them well for the Ulster Finals.
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A number of Loreto athletes took 
part in the North Area NEBSSA 
Heats at Coleraine Grammar 
School.

Three qualified to take part in the 
Finals on Thurs 5th May at the 
Antrim Forum:
 
Year 8
Alana Burns 2nd in U13 800m and 
High Jump

Year 9
Tolupe Jide-Ojo 1st in U14 200m, 
800m and 2ng in Long Jump
Cheyenne Corbett 3rd in U14 
Javelin

Congratulations to all!

NEBSSA ATHLETICS

Two students from Loreto College Coleraine won 
medals at the NEBSSA Athletics Finals, held at the 
Antrim Forum on 5th May.

Tolulupe Jide-Ojo (Year 9) and Alana Burns (Year 8) 
won medals in all the events they qualified for at the 
NEBSSA Athletics Finals, where Loreto College was 
also represented by Cheyenne Corbett (Year 9).

Alana Burns won the U13 Girls High Jump with a 
Personal Best jump of 1.32 as well as being placed 
second in the 800m. Tolu, meanwhile, won the U14 
Girls’ Long Jump, was placed second in the 800m 
and third in the 200m - an even more remarkable 
achievement given that it was her first time competing 
at this distance.  Both girls would go on to represent 
Loreto College in the District C Championships on 
11th May. 

Both Alana and Tolu were congratulated on these 
superb achievements by Mrs Maureen McCullough, 
Head of PE at Loreto College. 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS
WIN MEDALS AT NEBSSA FINALS

Two students from Loreto College 
won medals at the District ‘C’ 
Athletics Championships at the 
Antrim Forum on Thursday 12th 
May.

Christopher Doherty (Year 13) came 
away with two silver medals in 
the Senior Boys’ Long Jump and 
100m!  Christopher is a member of 
the Ballymena and Antrim AC and 
continues to improve at club and 
school competitions.

Niamh Carr (Year 11), meanwhile, 
won Gold in the Intermediate Girls’ 
3000 metres competition.
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
Niamh and Christopher on a superb 
performance.

SUCCESS FOR LORETO ATHLETES
AT DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS

Christopher Doherty of 
Loreto College, who won two 
Silver Medals at the District ‘C’ 

Athletics Championships.

Niamh Carr of Loreto College, 
winner of a Gold Medal 

at the District ‘C’ 
Athletics Championships.
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ULSTER 
FINALS

We had two medallists at the 

Ulster Athletics Finals in May, 

with Christopher Doherty taking 

Silver in the Long Jump and 

Niamh Carr taking Bronze in 

the 3000 metres, finishing off a 

wonderful season’s competition 

by qualifying for the All Ireland 

Finals in July.  Congratulations to 

Niamh and Christopher!

INTER-
PROVINCIAL 
SELECTION

Niamh Carr (Year 11) was selected to 
represent Ulster in the 3000m event 
at the Inter-Provincial championships 
at the end of June: she took a brilliant 
third place in this event, and was 
first in Ulster.  This led to her being 
selected for the UK School Games 
to be held in Loughborough in early 
September. A week earlier she also 
came first in 1500m in the under 16 
Ulster Club Championships. 

Congratulations to Niamh on an 
outstanding year’s competition in 
athletics: clearly a talent to watch!

The annual Sports Day was held at Loreto College on Friday 17th June, with bright sunshine accompanying a wide 
range of competitive and fun events.

On a lively day of activity for Year 8-11 students, a range of track and field events were contested before lunch.  
In the afternoon, fun events such as Year 8 Novelty Races, a Year 9 Handball tournament and Year 10 Ultimate 
Frisbee proved very popular, and the day concluded with the high drama of the Class Relays.

The results in the competitive events were as follows:

FUN AND COMPETITION
ON LORETO COLLEGE SPORTS DAY

   BOYS GIRLS

 Year 8 100 Metres 1st Cathaoir Coyle Eabh McIlvenny
  2nd Felix Kilmartin Jodie Canning
  3rd Oliver Burns Sophie Moore

 200 Metres 1st Cathaoir Coyle Alana Burns
  2nd Felix Kilmartin
  3rd Jack Dihmis

 800 Metres 1st Ronan Close Alana Burns
  2nd Patrick Black Lauren Thom
  3rd David Farren Orla Cunningham

   BOYS GIRLS

 Class Relays 1st 8C 8C
  2nd 8E 8D
  3rd 8D 8E

 Shot Putt 1st Conrad O Coisneachain Erin Ferguson
  2nd David Farren Jodie Canning
  3rd Fionn Calvert Orla Quinn

 Long Jump 1st Niall McKeever Anna McGinley
  2nd Cathaoir Coyle Sophie Moore
  3rd Jack Dihmis Eabh McIlvenny

 Athletes of the Year  Cathaoir Coyle Alana Burns  

 Year 9 100 Metres 1st Aaron Wallace Tolulope Jide-Ojo
  2nd Ziemek Brzozowski Erin McNicholl
  3rd Thomas Mailey Aine Apperley

 200 Metres 1st Aaron Wallace Tolulope Jide-Ojo
  2nd Thomas Mailey
  3rd Conor McGillan

 800 Metres 1st  Tolulope Jide-Ojo
  2nd  Teresa Sobocinska

 Class Relays 1st 9C 9B
  2nd 9E 9A
  3rd 9A 9C

 Shot Putt 1st Conor McGillan Amie Cassidy
  2nd Charlie McKnight Aine Apperley
  3rd Matthew Byrne Erin McNicholl

 Javelin 1st JD Dillon Aoife Turner
  2nd Matthew Byrne Caite McAtamney
  3rd Charlie McKnight Caitlin Campbell

 Discus 1st Charlie McKnight Nikola Felinska
  2nd Nicholas Moore Cheyanne Corbett
  3rd Matthew Byrne Roksana Strugala

 Long Jump 1st Aaron Wallace Tolulope Jide-Ojo
  2nd Thomas Mailey Aine Apperley
  3rd Neil Moloney Katie Heaney

 Athletes of the Year  Aaron Wallace Tolulope Jide-Ojo

 Year 10 100 Metres 1st Dennis Bondarenko Maria Roantree
  2nd Allan Chan Annie Levy
  3rd  Aine Quigley

 200 Metres 1st  Kate Doherty
  2nd  Cara McTaggart
  3rd  Caitlin Moore
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   BOYS GIRLS

 Class Relays 1st 10A 10A
  2nd 10B 10B
  3rd 10E 10D

 Shot Putt 1st Aidan Coyle Chloe Donaghy
  2nd Ciaran O’Kane Sarah McAllister
  3rd Gerard McFerran Sarah Lundy

 Discus 1st Aidan McFerran Chloe Donaghy
  2nd Oliver Keys Nadia Brzozowska
  3rd Alex Cook

 Javelin 1st Jacob Millar Claire White
  2nd Ciaran O’Kane Chloe Donaghy
  3rd Dennis Bondarenko Anna O’Kane

 Long Jump 1st Isaac Berrisford Sarah Lundy
  2nd Dennis Bondarenko Chloe Donaghy
  3rd Jacob Millar Kate Doherty

 Athletes of the Year  Dennis Bondarenko Chloe Donaghy

 Year 11 100 Metres 1st Owen Tsang Niamh Carr
  2nd Joshua Benini Anna McKeown
  3rd Eoin Jordan Carmen Owens

 200 Metres 1st Niamh Carr

 800 Metres 1st Ben Culleton

 Class Relays 1st 11B
 (Mixed) 2nd 11D
  3rd 11E

 Shot Putt 1st Joshua Benini Carmen Owens
  2nd Reece Benson Courtney McKeague
  3rd Owen Tsang Katie McNerlin

 Discus 1st Reece Benson Katie McNerlin
  2nd Michael Carlin Zara Leese
  3rd Tyrone Quinn Carmen Owens

 Javelin 1st Owen Tsang Katie McNerlin
  2nd Reece Benson Anna McKeown
  3rd Ben Culleton

 Long Jump 1st Owen Tsang Niamh Carr
  2nd Ben Culleton Katie McNerlin
  3rd Joshua Benini Anna McKeown

 Athletes of the Year  Owen Tsang Niamh Carr

Mr Michael James, College Principal, paid tribute to Head of PE Mrs Maureen McCullough and her colleagues
Mr Paul Byrne and Ms Julie Wilson along with all members of staff who made this such a successful occasion.

Year 11 Long Jump Medallists at Loreto College Sports 
Day: Ben Culleton, Owen Tsang and Joshua Benini.

Happy smiles from Year 10 girls during
Loreto College’s annual Sports Day.

Action from the Year 8 
Long Jump contest on 

Loreto College Sports Day.

Year 8 girls under starter’s orders 
during the 100 Metres on Loreto 

College Sports Day. ➙

➙
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On the starting line for the Year 8 Boys’ 100 Metres on Loreto College Sports Day.

Year 10 Discus medallists Nadia Brzozowska, 

Chloe Donaghy and Alex Cook with teacher 

Mrs Stacey Mellon at Loreto College Sports Day.
Year 9 100 Metres medallists on Loreto College 

Sports Day: Erin McNicholl, Tolulope Jide-Ojo and

 Aine Apperley.

Year 9 100 Metres medallists Ziemek Brzozowski, Aaron Wallace and Thomas Mailey 
on Loreto College Sports Day.

Year 8 Girls Relay medallists on Loreto College Sports Day.

Year 9 Boys’ Relay medallists on Loreto College Sports Day.
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Junior Sports Awards were 
distributed at Loreto College 
Assembly on Thursday 23rd June, 
as the academic year drew towards 
its conclusion.

Marking, respectively, achievement 
at Loreto College’s Sports Day 
and at the Year 8 Swimming Gala, 
the awards for the Athletes and 
Swimmers of the Year went to: 
Alana Burns and Cathaoir Coyle 
(Year 8 Athletes of the Year), 
Tolulope Jide-Ojo and Aaron 
Wallace (Year 9 Athletes of the 
Year), and Chloe Donaghy and 
Dennis Bondarenko (Year 10 
Athletes of the Year), while the 
Year 11 Athletes of the Year were 
Niamh Carr and Owen Tsang.  The 
Year 8 Swimmers of the Year were 

SUMMER SPORTS AWARDS

Shannon Baird and Oisin Phelan.
 
Five Star Athlete Awards were 
presented to students from Years 
8-11 who had shown proficiency 
in a range of Athletics disciplines 
during their PE classes and during 
extra-curricular Athletics training.  A 
total of 18 students received this 
award.  In Year 8, the Five Star 
Athletes were Alana Burns, Jodie 
Canning, Erin McLaughlin and Cahir 
Coyle, while in Year 9 Five Star 
Awards went to Tolulope Jide-Ojo 
and Emmett Morrison.  There was 
great success at Year 10, with eight 
awards, to Ellie McBroom, Annie 
Levy, Annie Wells, Chloe Donaghy, 
Paul Rafferty, Oisin T Doherty, 
Cathal Bradley and Donal O’Kane.  

Finally, the Five Star Athletes in Year 
11 were Niamh Carr, Conor Moore, 
Adam Purvis and Danny Burns.

To conclude the Sports Prizegiving, 
the Junior Netball team, who 
finished in the runner-up position in 
the Coleraine and District League, 
received their medals and were 
congratulated on an excellent 
season.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head 
of Physical Education at Loreto 
College, congratulated all the Award 
recipients and Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, urged all students 
to get involved in extra-curricular 
sport when school resumes in the 
Autumn Term.

The Athletes of the Year in Years 8-10 at Loreto College,
with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 10 Girls’ Relay medallists on Loreto College Sports Day.

Year 11 Mixed Relay medallists on Loreto College Sports Day.
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➙

Loreto College Year 8 
Swimmers of the Year, 
Oisin Phelan and Shannon Baird.

Loreto College Year 8-10 
students who received 

Five Star Athlete awards.

➙

The Loreto College Junior Netball team with
Mrs Maureen McCullough, 

Head of Physical Education.

Paralympic double Gold winner Michael 
McKillop visited Loreto College on 5th 
February as part of the Youth Sport Trust 
Sky Sports Living for Sport Programme.

Sky Sports Living for Sport uses sport 
stars and sport skills to improve 
young people’s lives. This initiative 
is designed to inspire and support 
every participant in areas relevant 
to them whether it’s improving 
confidence, attainment at school 
or leading a healthier lifestyle.

On his first visit to Loreto 
College, Michael McKillop 
spoke to all Year 8 
students and some AS 
Level Physical Education students
about his own personal challenges 
and achievements.  Reinforcing the 
message that ‘if you believe, you 
can achieve’, this inspiring world 
champion and Paralympic double 
Gold winner (2008 and 2012) 
spoke openly and frankly about 
his own personal challenges and 
how he had harnessed his extreme 
determination to turn challenges 
into opportunities, surmounting a 
succession of obstacles to achieve 
his goals.

Michael McKillop also talked 
inspiringly about the support of 
his family, friends, coaches and 
supporting team, paying tribute 
to those who had helped him 
throughout his career, as well as 
describing some of the rewards, 
whether personal or more tangible, 
for his determination and success.
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College thanked Michael 
McKillop for this inspirational 
speech.  Michael McKillop would 
then return to Loreto College in 
the months to come as part of 
the programme to motivate and 
encourage students through 
the application of the skills and 
discipline involved in sport to life as 
a whole. 

PARALYMPIAN STAR INSPIRES
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS
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Triple Paralympic Gold-Medallist 
and World Paralympic Champion 
Michael McKillop paid a return visit 
to Loreto College Coleraine on 
Monday 29th February, speaking to 
several groups of students before 
working closely with a small group 
as part of the Youth Sport Trust Sky 
Sports Living for Sport Programme.

Sky Sports Living for Sport uses 
sport stars and sport skills to 
improve young people’s lives. This 
initiative is designed to inspire 
and support every participant in 
areas relevant to them whether it’s 
improving confidence, attainment 
at school or leading a healthier 
lifestyle.

To begin the day, Michael McKillop 
spoke inspiringly to Year 9 and Year 
10 students about his own personal 
challenges and achievements.  
He also talked inspiringly about 
the support of his family, friends, 
coaches and supporting team, 
paying tribute to those who had 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS 
INSPIRED BY MICHAEL McKILLOP VISIT

helped him throughout 
his career, as well 
as describing some 
of the rewards, 
whether personal or 
more tangible, for his 
determination and 
success.

Later, Michael McKillop 
worked intensively 
for several hours with 
a group of 20 Year 
10 students who 

undertook the Sky Sports Living for 
Sport Challenge.  These students 
took on a ‘Couch to 5km’ challenge, 
working for approximately 7 weeks 
before completing the Portrush 
Parkrun in mid April.  

Experienced runners in the group 
were expected to train towards 
attaining a Personal Best time 
while also working to help the 
less experienced runners in the 

group.  For some group members, 
training to complete a 5km run 
was a first time challenge; all group 
members were expected to train 
several times each week, including 
during the Easter holidays.  On a 
rather wintry Saturday morning in 
April, the students graduated from 
the programme, completing the 
Portrush Parkrun, a 5km run on the 
East Strand.

The aim of the programme was to 
motivate and encourage students 
through the application of the skills 
and discipline involved in sport 
to life as a whole.  Mrs Maureen 
McCullough, Head of PE at Loreto 
College, paid tribute to Michael 
McKillop for inspiring and enthusing 
the students preparing to take 
on the 5km Challenge, while Mr 
Michael James, College Principal, 
thanked Michael McKillop for 
his engaging, and often moving, 
motivational speeches. 14 Y10 Parkrunners graduated from their Sky Sports Living for 

Sport Couch to 5k challenge on 16th April, inspired by Michael 

McKillop. An exciting moment for them all!

THE PARK RUN
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The Year 10 girls contested the 
NEBSSA Rounders Tournament, 

held in Loreto, on Monday 27th 
June.  Our team members were: 

Ellen Mulholland, Erin Kelly, 
Maria Roantree, Aoife McColgan, 

Dearbhla McCrossan, Anna 
O’Kane, Orla Mullan, Sarah Lundy, 

Chloe Donaghy, Shantel Dillon, 
Grace McNeill, Kate Dohetry, 

Charlotte Hall, Caitlin Moore, Ciara 
Boyle, Roma Kelly, Ellie McBroom, 
Martine O’Connor, Tamzin Mullan, 

Aine Quigley, Ailbhe McGuckian 
and Annie Levy.

NEBSSA ROUNDERS TOURNAMENT

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 
SCHEME / PRESIDENT’S AWARD

Well done to all the students and staff who have taken part in the Award Scheme this year.  
In the last few days of the school year, the Year 11 Silver Expedition took place in the Mournes.

Year 14 students and staff who climbed Slieve Donard on the first day of the Easter holidays.
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In late January, a group of forty 
Year 9 students from Loreto 
College Coleraine spent a week 
in Switzerland learning to ski, 
accompanied by five members of 
Loreto staff.

The group stayed in the Haut 
Lac International Centre, Leysin, 
Switzerland. The centre is located 
only a few minutes’ walk from the 
Leysin chairlifts and is run by fully 
qualified instructors, who work with 
their groups throughout the entire 
ski day, ensuring safety, progress 
and lots of fun on the slopes. 

During the week, the students 
from Loreto had breakfast at 
8.00 followed by ski lessons both 
morning and afternoon, coming off 
the mountain at 4.30, exhausted. 
After dinner, they then enjoyed 
a full evening programme of up 

YEAR 9 SKI TRIP 2016

to 4 different activities, meaning 
that they were kept occupied until 
bedtime. The evening activities 
included sports such as table 
tennis and bowling, activities such 
as tobogganing, a games night, a 
casino night, a disco and a movie 
night.  The students were organised 
into a House system for competitive 
and fun events.

At the end of the week there the 
centre ran a slalom race for all 
students, with medals for the top 
three students in each group.  
Before the students returned 
to Loreto, they each received a 
Snowlife Snowsport award, stating 
the level of proficiency they had 
achieved during their week’s skiing. 
The Loreto Year 9 skiers all made 
amazing progress, with already 
advanced skiers taking on the 
challenge of black runs and first-

time skiers taking on blue runs and 
moving further up the mountain as 
the week went on.  For instance, 
Alex Mailey, who started the week 
as a beginner, won third place 
in the slalom race: an incredible 
achievement which embodied the 
positive spirit of the trip.

Teachers Mr Paul Byrne (PE), who 
organised the trip, and Mr Sean 
Murtagh, Mrs Oonah McEwan, Mrs 
Maeve Close and Mrs Karen Lagan, 
who also accompanied the group, 
paid tribute to the Loreto students 
for the spirit and energy with which 
they entered into all the week’s 
activities. The students described 
their week in Switzerland as a 
fantastic experience, which they 
would never forget, and many of 
them returned to Loreto College 
quite determined to go skiing again 
as soon as they had the opportunity! We didn’t climb every mountain and 

we didn’t ford a single stream when 
we arrived in Switzerland for the 
Loreto College Ski Trip in January 
2016.  After the heights of the 
College’s production of The Sound 
of Music before Christmas, it was 
the slopes of the Alps that formed 
the background for the drama of 
a great ski holiday for 41 students 
and 5 members of staff - including 
Mrs McEwan of course! 

Coffee and breakfast at Belfast 
Airport was a tasty start to the trip.  
Mr Byrne’s mission was to buy his 
wife a bottle of Chanel - sadly, he 
somehow ran out of time as he 
savoured his Americano.  The 3 
hour flight did feature one musical 
highlight, as the steward got all the 
passengers to sing Happy Birthday 
to Tepenga. 

We arrived at the resort and the first 
task was to get our gear; it soon 
became clear to the first-time skiers 
that ski boots are not bedroom 
slippers.  Boots, 2 planks of wood, 
2 poles and a crash helmet later 

- this was not going to be for the 
faint-hearted. 

Day 1 on the slopes and time to 
meet our Swiss ski instructors - 
except they were from Glasgow, 
Yorkshire and other UK towns; the 
language barrier was still there, 
just not the one we expected.  The 
instructors were lovely, patient, 
fun and friendly, and couldn’t do 
enough for us.  They lived in the 
same complex we were staying in, 
Haut Lac International Centre, ate 
their meals with us and were there 
to organise fun and games every 
evening.  Ferry from Derry was 
the star member of staff; he was 
definitely in charge, but was the 
life and soul of the holiday, keeping 
everyone entertained - and on their 
toes! 

When everyone got into the swing 
of the skiing, the dare devils 
included Mr Murtagh - clearly 
speed, not style was paramount.  
Courage always helps on the ski 
slopes, and no-one demonstrated 
this more than Hayden Mullan, 

who overcame the considerable 
challenges of skiing for many hours 
on just one leg.  Special thanks to 
Mrs Lagan for looking after Hayden 
(and some very tired skiers who 
were treated to hot chocolate and 
treats).  Conor McGillen’s GoPro 
footage of the wipeout of the week 
has to be seen and lots of the Year 
9 skiers were performing jumps that 
Eddie the Eagle would be proud of.  
By the end of the week skill levels 
had rocketed, culminating in the 
highly competitive slalom races.  
Stand-out performances included 
Cathal Christopher in the first year 
skiers - Mr Murtagh was deeply 
disappointed to find that he was not 
the fastest. 

Mr Byrne was Mr Steady on the 
skis, Mrs McEwan was stylish 
if cautious and Mrs Close was 
a revelation, from beginner to 
daredevil by the end of the week, 
but it was Mr Murtagh who ended 
the week as the Evel Knievel of 
Loreto skiers, hitting a top speed of 
80 kph. 

SKIING 2016
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The evenings were full of fun, 
the highlight of the week being 
tobogganing.  This was my favourite 
activity, fast and exciting with just a 
bit of risk.  We built igloos, played 
table tennis, had a casino night and 
had plenty of craic. 

The week culminated in the 
presentation evening and disco.  
Certificates were handed out, 
successes celebrated and fails 
completely ignored.  Then we 
danced the night away. 

Overlooked the night before, Charlie 
McKnight’s birthday cake provided 
the highlight for everyone at Geneva 
Airport.  Leaving a holiday behind 
is never fun but arriving home to a 
family welcome and my own bed 
eased the way. 

Orla McEwan  Year 9
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A group of over 40 Loreto sixth 
former completed First Aid 
qualifications this year.  The 
students completed the Heartstart 
qualification during their Physical 
Education time over a six-week 
period, run by PE teacher Ms Julie 
Wilson, who is a trained First Aid 
instructor.

Heartstart UK is an initiative co-
ordinated by the British Heart 
Foundation to teach members of 
the public what to do in a life-
threatening emergency: simple 
skills that can save lives.  It provides 
opportunities for people to learn 
the vital skills of Emergency Life 
Support.  Through Heartstart UK, 
the British Heart Foundation aims 
to strengthen the chain of survival 
by promoting and supporting 
Emergency Life Support training in 
the community.

During their six week course, the 
Loreto students learned to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR), care for an unconscious 
casualty, help someone who is 
choking, manage serious bleeding 

LORETO COLLEGE SIXTH FORMERS 
EARN FIRST AID QUALIFICATIONS

Congratulating the students on 
their achievement, Ms Julie Wilson 
commented: 

“It is good to know that 44 of 
our pupils could now help save 
a life by performing Emergency 
Life Support in the community.”

In total, 20 Year 14 students and 
24 Year 13 students received the 
qualifications. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
the students and their teachers 
on achieving these lifesaving 
qualifications.

and  recognise and treat someone 
having a heart attack.  The students 
learned that the benefit of CPR 
performed by a bystander in an 
out-of-hospital cardiac arrest is 
significant.  If you can perform 
effective CPR while the ambulance 
is on its way, you can more than 
double a person’s chance of 
surviving.

The students also achieved their 
Young Lifesaver’s award from the 
St John’s ambulance. This award 
covered other important aspects of 
First Aid such as poisoning, bleeding, 
burns, shock, scalds, and fractures. 

A group from the Sports Academy 
from the township of George, South 
Africa spent a day at Loreto College 
on 7th October as part of their tour 
to Northern Ireland.

The Sports Academy group was 
based at Portstewart Baptist 
Church during its time in Northern 
Ireland.  With local schools 
fundraising to facilitate their tour, 
this was the group’s third visit to 
Loreto College: teams previously 
visited in 2010 (football) and 2011 
(netball).  On this occasion, the 
Academy’s football team spent 
a day in Loreto College, with the 
College having fundraised on the 
2015 Sports Day and by donating 
£1 to wear non-uniform PE kit for a 
day in early October.

The visiting team 
sang and 
danced in 
Assembly 
on the 
morning of 
their visit, 
then 
spent the day 
shadowing the 
Year 12-14 boys from 
the soccer team they 
played against during 

SOUTH AFRICAN SPORTS ACADEMY SPENDS DAY
AT LORETO COLLEGE

the afternoon.  As the Loreto Year 
11-12 Gaelic team was playing a 
home fixture against Our Lady & St 
Patrick’s College, Knock, the boys 
were lucky enough to be able to 
watch a Gaelic Football match, and 
better still, the Loreto home side 
won!

After lunch in the Café Lorette, 
the team met a combined Year 
12-14 Loreto soccer team in the 
afternoon, with a large crowd drawn 
out to watch the fixture on a sunny 
afternoon.  The Sports Academy 
side missed a penalty in the first 
half, and then Loreto conceded a 
goal in the second, in what turned 
out to be a very tight game, during 
which great sportsmanship was 
displayed.  Both teams prayed at 
the end of the match and gifts were 
exchanged as mementos of 
the visit.  

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head 
of PE at Loreto College, described 
the occasion as memorable and 
exciting, and paid tribute to the 
students who had looked after the 
visiting team, in particular Year 14 
students Thomas Magee (Sports 
Captain), James Gillen (Deputy 
Sports Captain) and Oran Barton.  
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, was delighted to 
welcome the Sports Academy 
group back to the College and 

thanked all those who 
had made such a 

memorable day 
possible. 
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YEAR 8 SWIMMING GALA 2016

The results in the Finals were:

 Girls   Boys

Group C Front

1 Catherine Mullan 1 Jacob Keating
2 Ellie Bancroft 2 Travis Corbett
3 Eimear McGill 3

Group C Back

1 Katie O’Kane 1 Travis Corbett
2 Ellie Bancroft 2 Conor Radford
3 Catherine Mullan 3 Adam Lawlor
    
Group A Backstroke

1 Shannon Baird 1 Shae Templeton 
2 Orla Quinn 2 Josh Ferguson
3 Clodagh Calvert 3 James McDowell

Group B Backstroke

1 Eabh McIlvenny 1 Connor McNicholl
2 Katie Mulholland 2 Jacob Porebski
3 Lauren Thom 3 Conrad O’Coisneachain

Group A Breaststroke

1 Shannon Baird 1 Oisin Phelan
2 Orla Quinn 2 Josh Ferguson
3 Alana Burns 3 Euan Simpson

Group B Breaststroke

1 Lauren Thom 1 Connor McNicholl
2 Orla Cunningham 2 Barry Apperley
3 Neeve Campbell 3 Oliver Burns

Group A Butterfly

1 Shannon Baird 1 Oisin Phelan 
2 Orla Quinn 2 Josh Ferguson
3 Alana Burns 3 Euan Simpson
 

Group A Front Crawl

1 Shannon Baird 1 Jack Dihmis
2 Alana Burns 2 Eunan McGonigle
3 Orla Quinn 3 Oisin Phelan

Group B Front Crawl

1 Caitlin Bond 1 Connor McNicholl
2 Caitlin Rose Cassidy 2 Conrad O’Coisneachain
3 Eabh McIlvenny 3 Oliver Burns

Relay

1 8E  1 8C
2 8C  2 8E
3 8A  3 8A

Class medley

1 8C     
2 8E     
3 8A                     

Swimmer of the year

 Shannon Baird  Oisin Phelan

The annual Year 8 Swimming Gala took place in Coleraine Leisure Centre on Tuesday 22nd March, with all Year 8 
pupils taking part in a competitive morning of heats and finals.  Thanks to the sixth form students who assisted the 
PE Department in running a very successful morning.

LORETO STUDENTS 
TAKE SWIMMING MEDALS

Three students from Loreto College Coleraine 
won age group medals at the annual Swim 
Ulster Gala, held on Saturday 18th October.

Shannon Baird, a Year 8 student, won a first 
place in Year 8 for Freestyle and a third place in 
Year 8 medal for Individual Medley, while fellow 
Year 8 student Alana Burns won a third place 
medal for Breaststroke.  Eoin Mullan, Year 9, 
took a first place in Year 9 medal for Butterfly. 

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of Physical 
Education at Loreto College, congratulated all 
three students on this tremendous achievement 
on behalf of all the staff and students of Loreto 
College.
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Loreto College students Shannon Baird, Eoin Mullan and Alana Burns, medallists at the Swim Ulster Gala.

DELIGHT FOR LORETO SWIMMERS AT SCHOOLS TOURNAMENT

Shannon Baird of Loreto College, 
who won two Year 8 Gold medals in 
the Ulster Schools Championships.

Finn McEwan of Loreto College who 
won a Silver Medal in the Ulster 
Schools Swimming Championships.

Two talented young swimmers 
from Loreto College won medals 
at the Ulster Schools Swimming 
Championship in Ballymena in early 
February.

Finn McEwan, a Year 11 student 
at Loreto College, won Silver in 
the Ulster Schools’ Under 16 
Breaststroke event, swimming 
against Year 12 as well as Year 11 
contestants.  Finn, who trains at 
provincial level and has set a new 
Club record at Coleraine Swimming 
Club recently, is certainly a talent to 
watch in the seasons ahead.

Shannon Baird, a Year 8 student 
at Loreto College, won Gold in the 
Year 8 Breaststroke and Freestyle 
events.  At age 12, Shannon 
was also swimming the 100m 
Breaststroke and 100m Freestyle 
in the 11-14 age group, and  was 
the only 12 year old to qualify for 
the finals of both events.  Shannon 

managed to finish 5th in both 
events, setting two new personal 
best times.

Both Finn and Shannon were 

congratulated on these superb 
performances by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College, 
on behalf of all the staff and 
students of the College.
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MORE SWIMMING SUCCESS!

On Saturday 16th April, Loreto College student 

Shannon Baird (Year 8) swam in the Provincial Towns 

League finals in Ballymena.   Having successfully 

qualified through the preliminary PTL heats in March 

at the Aura Letterkenny Pool, Shannon was now 

swimming 50m Breaststroke, 50m Freestyle and 

100m Individual Medley in her age group.  In each 

swim Shannon got first place and was awarded gold 

medals in all three events.

There was more swimming success for Shannon in 

the Antrim Championships in Larne swimming pool 

in late April.   Shannon came home with six medals - 

Gold in 100m Breaststroke, 100m & 400m Freestyle; 

Silver in 200m Breaststroke; 200m Freestyle & 200m 

Individual Medley.

FINN WINS GOLD AT PTSA

Year 11 Loreto College student Finn McEwan added 

more medals to his collection in the Spring, after 

winning gold and bronze at the Provincial Towns 

Finals in Ballymena.  Finn decisively out-sprinted 

his opponents for a convincing win in the 50m 

Breaststroke, and touched 3rd in a tight finish after a 

high-quality 100m Individual Medley race. 

This proved good race practice as Finn now 

turned his attention to the Irish National Age Group 

Championships in July.  Finn met the stringent 

qualification times in 3 events and continued his tough 

training regime in preparation for the country’s highest 

level age-group meet. 

ULSTER AGE GROUPS MEDALS FOR LORETO COLLEGE SWIMMER

A talented young swimmer from Loreto College Coleraine won 
three medals at the Ulster Age Group Championships 
held in Bangor during the first weekend of the 
Summer Term.

Eoin Mullan, who is a Year 9 student at 
Loreto College, won Gold in the 100 
metres Freestyle, Silver in the 100 
metres Butterfly and Bronze in the 400 
metres Individual Medley events.

A few weeks later, In the Provincial 
Towns League Finals, Eoin won Gold 
in the 50m Freestyle and Silver in the 
50m Backstroke and 100m Individual 
Medley events.  In the Antrim 
Championships, he won five Gold 
medals (100m and 200m Butterfly, 
100m, 200m and 400m Freestyle) and a 
Silver in the 200m Breaststroke.  Eoin is a 
member of the Ulster Development Squad 
and will now go on to compete in the Irish Age 
Groups championships in July, for which he now 
has seven qualifying times.

Eoin Mullan of Loreto College who won Gold, 
Silver and Bronze medals at the Ulster Age Groups 

Swimming championships.

The new Sports Captains for 2016-
2017 were presented to their fellow 
students at College Assembly just 
after the Easter holidays, following a 
rigorous process of application and 
interview.

The students appointed were: 

LORETO COLLEGE APPOINTS NEW SPORTS CAPTAINS

Bronagh McNicholl and James 
McKeown (Sports Captains), along 
with Aoife Carr and Sean Quinn 
(Deputy Sports Captains). All four 
have given generously of their time 
and energy in extra-curricular sport 
throughout their time at Loreto, and 
will now act as sports leaders and 
mentors in their final year at the 
College.

All four outstanding students 
were wished every success and 
happiness in their positions as 
student leaders by College Principal 
Mr Michael James and Head of 
PE Mrs Maureen McCullough, on 
behalf of all the staff and students of 
Loreto College.
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A Loreto team has made history 
by becoming the College’s first 
competitive cricket team, through 
participation in Cricket Ireland’s 
School Development Strategy.

Under the leadership of Mr John 
Kildea, the Junior students: James 
Brown, Padraig Kelly, Connor 
McGillan, Fiyinfoluwa Owolabi, 
Michael McConnell, Charlie 
McKnight, Hirek Cichy, Matthew 
Byrne, Theo Wall, Christian Quigley, 
Matthew McGowan, Luke Denton 
and Oisin McCrudden, took part 
in their first tournament on 16th 
December, the Coleraine Indoor 
Cricket Blitz, alongside beginning 
teams from Coleraine College and 
North Coast Integrated College.

The Cricket Ireland School 
Development Strategy allows 
cricket to have an all-year playing 
season, as opposed to being 
restricted to the Summer Term.  
Each participant has the opportunity 

LORETO COLLEGE PARTICIPATE IN
CRICKET IRELAND DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE

to develop the three disciplines of 
the game: batting, bowling and 
fielding.  The strategy has opened 
a new sporting opportunity for boys 
and girls at Loreto - though as yet, 
no girls have taken part.

During the first two terms, the 
squad has practised on alternate 
Fridays.  We have also raised 
sufficient funds through sponsorship 
(Adams McGillan Estate Agency 
and Longline Surf School), a Sports 
Council grant and our own efforts 
and contribution to purchase 
sufficient kit for both indoor and 
outdoor practices and inter-school 
matches.  

At present, cricket is a participative, 
as opposed to a competitive, sport 
at Loreto.  The other schools that 
we play against are of a similar 
standard.  This will help ensure that 
the teams enjoy an evenly-balanced 
game, giving everyone (to borrow 
the phrase used by the Test and 

County Cricket Board in England 
and Wales) ‘a chance to shine’. 

In December, the team took part in 
an indoor tournament against two 
other local schools where cricket 
is also being developed as a team 
sport.  In the course of the day’s 
competition, each participating 
school fielded two teams.  The two 
Loreto College teams played three 
matches each, with each team 
scoring two wins and one narrow 
defeat.  Mr John Kildea, who co-
ordinated the Loreto cricketers, 
paid tribute to their enthusiasm and 
tremendous progress over a short 
amount of time.  In June, the Loreto 
team played its first competitive 
fixture against Coleraine Grammar 
School, as well as taking part in a 
tournament with other local schools.

From small beginnings, cricket is 
generating growing enthusiasm at 
Loreto College!

Members of the newly-formed 
Cricket Club at Loreto College 
Coleraine have paid tribute to the 
sponsors of their new club shirts 
and equipment.

The club shirts were sponsored by 
Adams McGillan Estate Agency and 
Long Line Surf  School. Visiting club 
practice on Friday 15th January, 
Miss Joanne McGillan was able to 
admire the club shirts in use as the 
players trained.  Later in the Spring 
Term, Dan Lavery and Eunan Brown 
of Long Line Surf School visited 
Loreto to meet the team and watch 
a practice session. 

The boys also raised £250 for bats, 
pads, gloves and other essential 
kit through a bun sale during the 
Autumn Term.  Coleraine Sports 

LORETO CRICKET CLUB PAYS
TRIBUTE TO KIT SPONSORS

Council had previously awarded a 
grant towards kit.

Mr John Kildea, who leads Loreto’s 
Cricket Club, paid tribute to 
Miss Joanne McGillan (of Adams 
McGillan) and Mr Dan Lavery (of 
Long Line Surf School) as well 
as the Sports Council for their 
generosity in sponsorship of this 
new, exciting sports venture at 
Loreto College.

Later in the year, Coleraine Sports 
Council awarded £100 to the 
Loreto Cricket Club for equipment.  
Accompanied by Mr Kildea, 
Matthew McGowan, Luke Denton, 
Fiyinfoluwa Owolabi and Theo Wall 
received the donation at Coleraine 
Leisure Centre in May. Miss Joanne McGillan (Adams 

McGillan) with son Conor McGillan 
of Loreto Cricket Club showing 
off the new cricket shirts of which 
Adams McGillan is a sponsor.

Loreto Cricket Club members Michael McConnell, Matthew Byrne, Sponsor Miss J McGillan (Adams McGillan), Theo Wall and Matthew McGowan modelling the new Cricket Club shirts.

Miss Joanne McGillan (Adams McGillan) admires 

Loreto Cricket Club shirts as she meets club 

members Christian Quigley, Fiyinfoluwa Owolabi 

and James Brown.
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During the last week of term, the Loreto Cricketers enjoyed a surfing lesson courtesy of Long Line Surf School - 
a real highlight of the year for them!

Dan Lavery and Eunan Brown of Longline Surf School with members of the Loreto Cricket Club

Cricket Club members receiving a grant from the Coleraine Sports Council.
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The Loreto College Sports Captains 
and their deputies, along with A 
Level Physical Education students, 
have been helping with Year 7 PE 
and Health Awareness at St John’s 
Primary School Coleraine as part of 
their role as Flames Leaders. 
 
The Flames programme is part 
of an initiative by the British 
Heart Foundation and London 
2012 legacy to get young people 
physically active for 60 minutes 
per day.  The aims of the Flames 
project are to:
• inspire, motivate and enthuse 

young people to be more active;
• increase physical activity levels of 

children and young people;
• establish a sustainable legacy for 

physical activity across the UK.

The students- including Sports 
Captains Shannon McWilliams and 
Thomas Magee, and their deputies 
Caite Skelly and James Gillen- led 
Year 7 pupils at St John’s PS in 
a six-week programme of fun, 
games and information about heart 
health, healthy diet and eating 

LORETO COLLEGE FLAMES LEADERS HELP 
MOTIVATE LOCAL PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS

the ‘five a day’.  The programme 
culminated in a Flames Festival in 
Coleraine Leisure Centre before 
Easter, alongside groups based 
in Coleraine College, St Joseph’s 
College and North Coast Integrated 
College, and involving the Year 7 
pupils with which all the groups 
have been working.

Head of PE Mrs M McCullough 
commented that this part of the 
PE department mentoring scheme 
proved very useful for Year 14 
pupils considering teaching as a 
profession, adding that the Loreto 
students involved had derived 
tremendous enjoyment and 
satisfaction from the programme.

 Loreto College Sports Captains James Gillen, Caite Skelly, 
Shannon McWilliams and Thomas Magee, who worked with local P7 pupils 

in the Flames Leadership Programme.

Loreto College Sports Captains with the Year 7 pupils from St John’s PS Coleraine 
with whom they worked during the Flames Project.

A group of students from Loreto 
College took part in the Flames: 
Lighting the Way programme this 
year, culminating in a Flames Sports 
Festival held at Coleraine Leisure 
Centre on 4th March.  

Flames: Lighting the Way is 
a physical activity and health 
programme which aims to inspire, 
motivate and enthuse children and 
young people to be more active. 
The focal point of the programme 
is on the coaching of young leaders 
to deliver a programme of physical 
activity to primary aged children. 
Training, tools and resources are 
provided which can be embedded 
into a young leader’s learning to 
help them gain the knowledge, skills 
and confidence to deliver health 
related activities. Young leaders 
from Loreto College, St Joseph’s 
College, North Coast Integrated 
College and Coleraine College 
took part in the programme. Loreto 
College’s Sports Captains and 
AS Level PE students undertook 
Flames Leadership training, and 

FLAMES FESTIVAL 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE SPORTS STUDENTS

took Year 7 pupils from St John’s 
Primary School Coleraine for 
Physical activity sessions, working 
with younger pupils in activities 
and sessions designed to teach 
them about keeping their heart 
healthy.  The Flames Festival was 
an opportunity for all the Primary 
and Sixth Form students involved 
in the programme to celebrate their 
achievements.

Loreto College’s Sports Captains, 
Shannon McWilliams and Thomas 
Magee, along with their Deputies, 
Caite Skelly and James Gillen, took 
an active part in the programme.  
Also involved were AS Level 
Physical Education students Alex 
Christie, Conor Gillen, Oran Hartin, 
Daire McKenna and Bronagh 
McNicholl.

The event was funded by the 
British Heart Foundation, Northern 
Health Trust, Causeway Coast and 
Glens Council and Loughborough 
University.  All participants went 
home with a goodie bag containing 

information booklets to share 
with the family, a water bottle and 
pedometer to encourage them to 
be active. The Olympic Oath was 
read by a BHF Volunteer who also 
spoke about the importance of 
physical activity and healthy eating 
in reducing the risk of heart disease

The Flames programme is based 
around the Paralympic values of 
Friendship, Respect, Excellence, 
Determination, Inspiration, Courage 
and Equality. Mrs Maureen 
McCullough, Head of Physical 
Education at Loreto College, paid 
tribute to the spirit and enthusiasm 
of the Year 13 and Year 14 Flames 
Leaders, and to the participation 
of the St John’s PS pupils, who 
attended and greatly enjoyed the 
event. Mrs McCullough commented 
that the leaders had developed 
as young people, using their 
communication, organisation and 
coaching skills to inspire their 
charges in being moderately active 
for at least 60 minutes every day.
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A student from Loreto College Coleraine has been 
named Junior Ulster U16 Indoor Rowing Champion.

Aaron Christie, who trains with and competes for 
Bann Rowing Club, took the title at an event held at 
Queen’s University PE Centre on 21st November.  
Aaron rowed 2000 metres in 6:39:8 minutes, a 
wonderful time.  Aaron follows in the footsteps of 
local rowers Peter and Richard Chambers, who might 
possibly row an equivalent distance in 5:05 minutes. 

In early July, Aaron was selected to represent Ireland 
in the Home Internationals in Cardiff.

Aaron was congratulated on his success by Mrs 
Maureen McCullough, Head of Physical Education 
at Loreto College, who commended him on his 
dedication and talent.

ULSTER SUCCESS FOR LORETO ROWER

ROWING SUCCESS

Year 14 student Alana O’Donovan took part in the National Schools 
Regatta at the end of May, held on the Olympic course at Eton Dorney.

Alana was a member of the Bann Rowing Club quad which took fifth place 
in the Championship: an amazing result!  Congratulations to Alana and to 
her Bann RC colleagues Fiona Chestnutt, Katie Shirlow and Hannah Scott.

In mid-June, Alana was again in winning form with Bann Rowing Club, as 
a member of an Eight, also including Loreto student Anna Morrison, which 
won the Ulster Girls’ Championship in Belfast, beating Portora RS in the 
final.  The next challenge is the Irish Championships in Cork, in July. 

Alana and her Quad colleagues are pictured here with coach Geoff Bones 
after their Eton Dorney success, and with the Eight who won the Ulsters.

Connor McGillan (Year 9), rowing 
for Bann Rowing Club, was the 
winner of the J14 Single Sculls at 
the Athlone Regatta towards the 
end of June.  Connor carried on 
his great winning form from the 
Belfast Sprints, winning his final by 
five lengths.  He beat rowers from 
Clonmel, Galway and Cork.  This 
is a promising start to his rowing 
career with Bann - congratulations 
to Connor!

Several Loreto students had a great 
weekend’s competitive rowing 
for Bann Rowing Club at the Irish 
Championships in Cork in mid-July.

Alana O’Donovan (Y14) was 
selected to represent Ireland in the 
Home International in Cardiff later 
in July, after she rowed a very fast 
heat at the Cork event.  Alana won 
two silvers rowing for Bann, and 
now joined Aaron Christie (Y12) 
who won bronze in the Men’s Club 

1x.  There was more success 
for Alana along with Anna 

Morrison (Y12), taking Silver 
as members of the Bann 

WJ8 crew at the Irish 
Championships.

ROWING TRIUMPH FOR CONNOR

SUCCESS FOR LORETO STUDENTS 
IN IRISH CHAMPIONSHIPS

Congratulations also go to 
Connor McGillan (Y9) who had 
two second place finishes at the 
Irish Championships.  Meanwhile 
Darrach Clyde (Y10) and Connor 
McGillan were first in the Irish 
Championships as part of the 
Bann RC J15 4x.
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Year 12 Loreto College student 
Emma Mullan is setting records by 
becoming the youngest ever World 
Shotokan Karate-Do Association 
competitor in October in Bielsko, 
Biala Poland. 

At only 15 years old, she was 
chosen to represent Northern 
Ireland in the championships which  
hosted hundreds of talented Karate-
Ka during the weekend-long event. 

Emma has been an avid member of 
the Zanshin Shotokan Karate Club 
since she was 8 and trains up to 5 
times per week along with studying 
for her GCSEs. Sensei Terry 
Geddis, 5th Dan KUGB and Chief 
Instructor of the Zanshin Shotokan 
Karate Club, is proud of Emma’s 
progress within Shotokan Karate 
and believes that she will develop 
into a great inspiration for other 
female karate-ka for many years to 
come. He states “Shotokan Karate 
is becoming more popular with 
females as the popularity of self-
defence is growing, and Emma is 
a strong role model for all girls who 
wish to learn Shotokan Karate.” 

Emma trained continuously 
throughout the summer in the 
lead up to the World Shotokan 
Karate Championships, along with 
grading for her 2nd Dan in a great 
performance during ZSNI’s week-
long summer course, held every 
year in the Jim Watt Sports Centre 
in Garvagh. During this course, 
Emma trained up to 6 hours per day 
along with a special Black Belt class 
and then she successfully passed 
her 2nd Dan under the watchful 
eyes of the Karate Union of Great 
Britain’s top instructors, Sensei 
Andy Sherry 9th Dan and Sensei 
Frank Brennan 8th Dan. 

LORETO STUDENT BREAKS KARATE RECORDS

Not only was Emma the 
youngest competitor at the World 
Championships, she was also the 
only female from Northern Ireland at 
the event. 

After the World Championships, 
Emma also competed in the Irish 
and Northern Irish Championships, 
along with the yearly event of the 
European Shotokan Karate Do 
Championships. 

Emma was congratulated on this 
wonderful achievement, and wished 

well for the World Championships 
on behalf of all the staff and 
students of Loreto by Mr Michael 
James, College Principal.  

Meanwhile, anyone who would like 
more information about the Zanshin 
Shotokan Karate Club should 
contact Sensei Terry Geddis 5th 
Dan KUGB on 07931981962 or 
email: yasmingeddiskarate@gmail.
com or “LIKE” the club’s page on 
Facebook at: Zanshin Shotokan 
Karate Club.  You can visit the 
club’s Website on: www.zsni.co.uk 

A Year 9 student at Loreto College 
Coleraine took two medals at the 
Karate Northern Ireland Open 
Championships on Sunday 15th 
November.

Aron Lestas took a Silver medal 
in the Kata section, which tests a 
combination of moves.  He then 
took a Bronze medal in the Kumite 
or fighting section, despite incurring 
some minor injuries.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated Aron 
on this tremendous success on 
behalf of all the staff and students of 
the College.

Loreto College student Aron Lestas, 
winner of a Silver and a Bronze 
medal at the Karate NI Open 
Championships is congratulated by 
Loreto Principal Mr Michael James.

KARATE SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

Loreto students Emma Mullan (Year 
12), Aidan O’Boyle (Year 13) and 
John Mullan (Year 11) competed 
at the Irish International Wadokai 
Karate Championships in early April, 
and all were in the medals.

KARATE SUCCESS STORIES

Emma took Gold in kata and Bronze 
in the kumite (fighting) and Aidan 
also took Silver in the kumite. Both 
did very well in a tough competition.  
John won a bronze medal in his 
section of the Championships.

A few weeks later, Oran and Aidan 
Somers got medals at the Northern 
Ireland Karate Championships 
in Belfast. Oran came 2nd in his 
kumate and Aidan 3rd in his kata. 
They are part of Limavady Tka club.

John
Emma

Aidan
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Congratulations 
to Sophie Price 

(Year 9), who 
won a Bronze 

medal at the 
Northern Ireland 

Schools’ Judo 
championships 
during the last 

weekend of June.

JUDO
SUCCESS

A Loreto College sixth form student 
has scored a remarkable success 
in Athletics, qualifying for the All 
Ireland Multi-Events Pentathlon 
finals.

Christopher Doherty, a Year 13 
student, was one of 19 competitors 
in the Intermediate Boys age group. 
Each athlete had to compete in five 
events: 100m hurdles, 200m sprint, 
long jump, shot put and 800m.  The 
top 4 finishers in each age group 
qualified for the All Ireland multi 
events/pentathlon.

Christopher won his heat in 100m 
hurdles, was 2nd in long jump (2 
better jumps were disallowed), 
2nd in 200m, 5th 800m and 9th in 
shot put.  Despite the fact that it 
was his first time competing in shot 
put and 800m, and that he had 
attempted hurdles only once before, 
Christopher finished second overall 

PENTATHLON SUCCESS FOR LORETO STUDENT

in Ulster, and qualified for the All 
Ireland Final.  The Finals were held 
on 7 November in Athlone at the 
International Arena.

Christopher was congratulated on 
this superb achievement, and wished 
well for the All Ireland Final, by Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, on behalf of all the staff 
and students of the College.

Christopher Doherty of 
Loreto College, placed 
Second in Ulster in 
Pentathlon and through to 
the All Ireland Final.  

In the Spring term, 
Christopher, competing 
for Ballymena & 
Antrim Athletic 
Club, won 3 
silver medals in the long jump, 60m 
& 200m sprint at the NI & Ulster 

indoor Athletic championships held 
in Magherafelt. He also picked up 
a bronze medal for the U18 relay 
team, qualifying for the All Ireland 
Indoor Championships at the 
International Arena in Athlone, Co 
Westmeath.

Competing in the All Ireland Indoor 
Athletic Championships, with the 
U18 Ballymena and Antrim team,

Christopher won a bronze medal 
as a member of the Relay 
team: doubly commendable 

as this was the team’s first 
competitive outing.  The team 
achieved the fastest qualifying 

time in the heats.

Congratulations to 
Christopher!

Christopher Doherty (Y13), 
bronze medallist in the 
All Ireland Indoor Athletic 

Championships as a member of the 
Ballymena & Antrim Relay Team.
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SURF ADVENTURE

A group of Year 8 girls had a few surfing lessons in June - just in time to prepare for some Summer holiday adventures!
The girls were joined by some members of the Cricket Club for the final session.

ULSTER CALL-UP FOR
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

A Loreto College student has been invited to 

join the Ulster Rugby Academy Development 

Squad.

Callum Boorman, who is a Year 11 student 

at Loreto College, was among the youngest 

players in the Under 17 Development Squad, at 

age 15.  Callum plays for the Coleraine Rugby 

Club Youth Section, and was enthusiastic 

about the prospect of training and potentially 

competing at provincial level.

Callum was congratulated by Mr Michael 

James, College Principal, on behalf of all the 

staff and students of the College. Callum Boorman of Loreto College, selected to join
the Under 17 Ulster Academy Development Squad.  

LORETO SIXTH FORMER’S
PROMISING BOXING 

CAREER

The boxing  career of Year 13 Loreto 
student Michael Dallat is progressing well.  
Representing the Churchlands Golden Gloves 
club, Michael currently holds three titles: the 
Donegal and Districts title, the Ulster Novices 
title and the Derry and Districts title.

With frequent training and competitions 
continuing, Michael is certainly a talent to 

watch!
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TRAVIS’ WEIGHT LIFTING TRIUMPH

GOLF SUCCESS

Congratulations to Tara Laverty of Year 8, who 

was the winner of the Junior Medal 2015-16 at 

Galgorm Golf Club.

Two months later, Tara qualified for the May 

Fitzgibbon National Finals at Greystones 

Golf Club in Wicklow, to be held on 25th 

July. Tara finished third at the Ulster 

Qualifier which was held at Castlereagh 

Hills Golf Club. Congratulations to Tara 

and best wishes to her for the National 

Finals!

Tara plays off 25, and has been golfing for two 

years.   Perhaps there is some competition for 

some of the accomplished golfers on the Staff…?

ABSENT FRIENDS

All those who left Loreto in 2015

Year 8
Mary McKillen St Louis GS Ballymena

Year 9
Niamh Granleese St Patrick’s College Maghera 

Year 10
Aaron Myers Christian Brothers School Omagh

Year 11
Mairead Tully St Paul’s College Kilrea GCSE Studies

Year 12
Charlie Doherty Northern Regional College
Grace Dougan St Louis GS Ballymena A Level studies
John Paul Feeney North West Regional College Finance
Jamie Howard Northern Regional College
Ciara Irwin North West Regional College
Conaire Jenkins Northern Regional College Business
Harry Laidlaw
Cahir Loftus Wrightbus, Ballymena Apprenticeship
Jordan McClelland
Alex McCloskey North West Regional College Theatre Productions
Eoghan McCullagh Northern Regional College Construction
Tiarnan McGarrell Belfast Metropolitan College Business Studies
Courtney McLaughlin Northern Regional College Health & Social Care
Lucy McMullan St Louis GS Ballymena A Level studies
Saoirse McPeake Dominican College Portstewart A Level studies
Caitlin Norton Northern Regional College
Sean O’Hara North West Regional College Sports Management
Marc Reid Northern Regional College Business & Computers
Sean Ross Northern Regional College BTEC Business
Liam Tosh
Oliwia Widuto NE Institutute Ballymena Media and Imaging

Year 13
Syeva Bondarenko Northern Regional College IT Skills
Colleen Burke North West Regional College Child Development
Rowan Clyde Dominican College Portstewart A Levels
Shea Eastwood Northern Regional College Performing Arts
Connall Ennis Northern Regional College Music Technology/Computing
Kayleigh McKay Northern Regional College Health Care

Travis Brown, Year 9, started out on his weight 
lifting road to success in October 2015. Coached 
by the Irish Youth Olympic Weight Lifting Coach, 
Travis steadily progressed his way to heavier 
personal bests and improved his technique. 
Olympic-style lifting consists of two main lifts - 
‘Snatch’ and ‘Clean and Jerk’. At the beginning of 
April, Travis competed in his first competition and 
came first in his age group, as well as gaining a 
new personal best! 

During the last weekend in June, Travis won 
a Gold Medal at the Ulster Development 
Open Weightlifting competition, topping the 
Under 15 age-group with impressive scores in 
all categories of the competition, and an overall 
total score of 56.

Travis was congratulated on this wonderful 
achievement by Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, and by Mrs Jane Nugent, Head 
of Year 9.

Travis - weightlifting champion



250 251

LoretoLore Mag. 15-16 LoretoLore Mag. 15-16

Year 14
Carla Armstrong Queen’s University Belfast Pharmacy
Luke Bacon Queen’s University Belfast Archaeology & History
Thomas Bacon Liverpool John Moores University  Zoology
Victoria Bell Northumbria University Forensic  Science
Eunan Brown Canterbury Christchurch University Geography
Niall Browne Napier University Marine Biology
Pearce Burns University of Newcastle Mathematics
Cillian Butler Northern Regional College Diploma in Business
Mairead Carey Queen’s University Belfast Dentistry
Patrick Clarke Queen’s University Belfast Mechanical Engineering
Markus Condren
Daniel Connolly Ulster University Civil Engineering
Courtney Cox Gap Year
Jade Curry Queen’s University Belfast English & Linguistics
Barry Daly Ulster University Economics & Finance
Jack Danton Queen’s University Belfast Product Design Engineering
Cliodhna Devlin Queen’s University Belfast Psychology
Sophia Devlin Ulster University Magee Computing
Eimear Dillon St Mary’s University College Primary Teaching
Frank Dillon Ulster University Civil Engineering
Ciara Dinsmore University of Bath Chemical Engineering
Joshua Dinsmore Repeating A levels/Gap Year
Niamh Doherty Ulster University Communication Management & PR
Roisin Dooley-Nealis University of Glasgow Business Economics
Paul Eakin North West Regional College Business & Enterprise
Ronan Eaton Ulster University Optometry
Oliver Ferris Belfast Metropolitan College A Levels
Dairine Forsythe University of Edinburgh Celtic Studies
Clodagh Gribben Ulster University Communication Management PR
Mairtin Henry North West Regional College Sustainable Construction
Louise Hickey Queen’s University Belfast History & Politics
Rebecca Kealey Queen’s University Belfast Music
Niamh Kearney Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Jordan Kelly Queen’s University Belfast Law
Sinead Kerr Queen’s University Belfast Geography
Adam Kwong Ulster University Physiotherapy
Lucas Levy Ulster University Economics with Finance
Brogan Mailey University of the West of England English with Writing
Conor McAllister Ulster University Clean Technology
Nicola McAllister St Mary’s University College Primary Teaching
Annie McBride University of Edinburgh Medicinal & Biological Chemistry
Clodagh McBride Ulster University Speech & Language Therapy
Adam McCallion North West Regional College Health Sciences
Ronan McCarry Queen’s University Belfast Economics
Sinead McCloskey North West Regional College Health Sciences
Rory McCormick Queen’s University Belfast History
Katie McCullough University of Stellenbosch International Development Studies
Paul McFerran Liverpool John Moores University English & Creative Writing
Matthew McGee Queen’s University Belfast Finance
Sarah-Jayne McGill Queen’s University Belfast Drama

Conal McGinley Queen’s University Belfast Pharmacy
Tiarna McGinty Queen’s University Belfast History
Hal McGonigle Price Waterhouse Coopers Employment
Erin McGowan University of Stirling Law
Aaron McGuinness Ulster University Computer Science
Shauna McIlfatrick Northern Regional College HND Health & Social Care
Theresa McIlwaine Repeating A Levels
Beth McIvor North West Regional College Health Sciences
Conor McIvor Staffordshire University Biomedical Science
Lauren McIvor Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Conor McKane
Rebecca Jayne McKillen Newcastle University Biomedical Sciences
Connor McLaughlin Repeating A Levels
Jacob McLaughlin  
Maria McLaughlin Ulster University Diagnostic Radiography
Hannah McMullan University of Liverpool Dentistry
Joseph McNerlin Queen’s University Belfast Finance
Catherine McNicholl Ulster University Occupational Therapy
Nicole McNicholl Queen’s University Belfast Law with Spanish
Maria McQuillan Queen’s University Belfast English
Meabdh McReynolds Queen’s University Belfast Pharmacy
Nicole Meehan Ulster University Computer Games Development
Ruairi Meehan Queen’s University Belfast Archaeology & Palaeoecology
Ceara Mellon Ulster University Physiotherapy
Geraldine Mellon Queen’s University Belfast Chemical Engineering
Ellen Moloney Queen’s University Belfast Finance
James Moore Queen’s University Belfast Civil Engineering
Brega Mullan Newcastle University Economics & Finance
Emma Mullan Gap Year
Payton Mullan North West Regional College Health Sciences
April Murray Repeating A Levels
Shleena Nazeer University of Stirling Computing Science
Bronagh O’Kane Queen’s University Belfast History & Politics
Clodagh O’Kane Queen’s University Belfast Criminology
Cormac O’Kane North West Regional College Foundation Studies: Art & Design
Shaciara O’Kane Ulster University Law with Criminology
Caolan O’Neill Queen’s University Belfast Psychology
Conor O’Neill Newcastle University Politics with Economics
Connall Owens University of Dundee Business Management
Conor Owens Ulster University Computer Science
Chloe Platt Ulster University Psychology
Simon Purvis University of Manchester Finance
Oisin Quinn Ulster University Business Studies
Claire Rafferty Ulster University Speech & Language Therapy
Clodagh Rainey Ulster University Speech & Language Therapy
Caitlin Richardson Gap Year
Rory Stewart Ulster University Psychology
Ruairi Sweeney Queen’s University Belfast International Business with Spanish
Clarke Telford Queen’s University Belfast Mechanical Engineering
Rhiannon Turner Stranmillis University College Primary Teaching
Kurt Wilson Ulster University Business Economics
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