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FOREWORD

This year, as ever, has been a busy year for all at Loreto College. The school is 

a vibrant, busy community with so much happening that it is hard to keep up 

with the huge range of activities and successes. Loreto Lore does a magnificent 

job chronicling the school year and capturing the spirit of the College. It gives 

me great pleasure to congratulate Mrs Little and the editorial team on another 

magnificent publication.

This year London hosts the Olympics and there has inevitably been a great 

focus on the performance of athletes from all around the world. For some, the 

culmination of a lifetime’s effort will be rewarded by competing in the games. It has 

been estimated that a former Olympic Ice Skating Champion, Shizuka Arakawa, 

fell over more than twenty thousand times in her progression from five-year old 

beginner to 2006 Olympic champion. It seems that landing on your bottom twenty 

thousand times is the foundation for a truly great ice-skating performance. Sport, 

with its persistent emphasis on improving performance, provides a compelling 

metaphor for us all. Success is only achieved if we accept the risk of failure and if 

we are willing to get up and keep on trying.

However, we recognise that not everyone becomes an Olympian and success 

can be measured in many different ways. Loreto Lore shows how the College 

continues to go from strength to strength and documents some of the major 

successes and achievements throughout the year. I offer my congratulations to all 

who have achieved success throughout the year.

Mr Michael James

Principal
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gifts: with an eloquence beyond the 
frustration and the cruelty of her lost 
speech, Kate, her eyes filled with 
tears, pointed at the star on top of 
the tree and smiled. ‘My stars’ - the 
phrase appeared on the iPad after a 
few moments. The ‘stars’ of Kate’s 
long teaching career were never 
forgotten.

It would have meant the world 
to Kate to see the wonderful 
tributes paid to her at the time of 
her funeral, in St John’s Church 
Coleraine on Tuesday 1st May - 
a beautiful spring morning, her 
beloved flowers resplendent and 
the young birds which she so loved 
to watch just starting to emerge 
in her garden.  As the cortege 
approached St John’s it paused 
for a moment outside Loreto, in 
tribute to just how much Kate 
loved the school and what a huge 
part she played in all our lives.  On 
the pavements outside, some 80 
pupils stood, perfectly still and 
silent, their uniforms perfect, in 
tribute. Again, outside St John’s, 
there was a Guard of Honour of 
some of the students who knew 
Kate best: some of those members 
of her final classes, while at the 
funeral Mass itself, few could have 
been unmoved by the tribute paid 
in song by our Senior Choir. It 
must have been at once moving 
and comforting to Kate’s family, 
especially her husband, David and 
her daughter, Siofra, to see just how 
much she had been loved in school. 

It is hard to quantify our loss.  It can 
certainly not be equated with the 
gaps on a timetable or the clearing 
of books from the corner of the Staff 
Study, which we will always think of 
as her working space. We have lost 
a valued colleague, but much more 
than that, we have lost a very dear 
friend. 

As a department, and as Kate’s 
friends, we feel that loss very keenly: 
to paraphrase Hamlet, ‘We shall not 
look upon [her] like again.’  From a 
personal point of view, writing this 
just over a month after Kate’s death, 
I would say that the loss of a friend 
is more significant than the loss of 
someone to fill slots in a timetable: 
one can always find a new teacher, 
but friends are not replaceable. Kate 
will not be forgotten by her friends 
in school and in her department.  
We must do everything we can to 
ensure that Mrs McSherry’s legacy 
lives on in school: no whinging, no 
complaining, be yourself and always, 
always do your best.  Although 
we miss her greatly, we have to be 
thankful that her suffering is at an 
end and we pray for the repose 
of her soul, and that her husband, 
David, and her daughter, Siofra, may 
find consolation in their time of such 
great loss. 

Mrs Caragh Little, 
Head of English

A Special Person
One very special person I have 
met is Mrs McSherry.  She stands 
out to me as someone who was 
always thinking of the good of other 
people.  Mrs McSherry was always 
happiest when she knew she was 
making a difference in somebody’s 
life.  I have many good memories of 
her and if I wrote down all the good 
things about her, I would have to 
write a book.

One thing I will mention is her 
wonderful personality and 
confidence.  There was never a time 
when she was in a bad mood and 
she would never fail to speak to you 
when she met you in the corridor.  
I knew that, if I was ever feeling 
upset, I could put my trust in her 
and tell her all my problems and she 
would try with all her heart and soul 
to make them go away.

She was my English teacher and 
taught me a lot in the year that I 
knew her.  Not only did she teach 
me English, but she also taught me 
valuable lessons.  She loved sharing 

her vast amount of wisdom with us, 
so long as it was going to benefit us.  
She was a woman of elegance and 
class, who always kept her dignity.  
She was a true inspiration to anyone 
who crossed her path and she truly 
was a walking saint.  I have never 
felt so lucky to be able to say that 
I knew someone like her and I’m 
positive I’m not the only one who 
would say that.  She touched so 
many hearts during her short time 
on earth, and anyone who knew her 
can only say good things about her.  
This description of her doesn’t even 
do her justice: I could go on and 
on all day and list Mrs McSherry’s 
qualities, but there would be no 
point, because even then nobody 
would understand the true lady she 
was.  All I can say is that I’m sorry 
for anyone who never got to know 
her.  She was a beautiful woman, 
inside and out, and she deserves 
the very best of compliments.  She 
will be greatly missed by all and, 
because she was such a humble 
woman, she would hate to think that 
I was making all this fuss over her.  
But she has earned every ounce 
of praise and more.  I will now pray 
that she rests in complete and utter 
peace and I hope she realises just 
how much she has changed me for 
the better.  All I can give her in return 
is my gratitude.

Thank you, Mrs McSherry, for being 
such a huge part of my life.  May 
God rest your perfect soul.

Niamh Doherty Y11

The school year, as it reaches its 
end, is rather overshadowed by 
sadness. At the end of June 2011, 
Mrs Kate McSherry retired following 
the aggressive onset of Motor 
Neurone Disease.  On 28th April 
2012, we lost Kate to this vicious 
and cruel disease. 

Mrs McSherry came to teach 
in Loreto in 1994, initially as a 
substitute teacher for English, 
and later as a part-time teacher of 
English.  Over the years she also 
taught RE and acted as a junior 
form teacher. This however does 
little to describe the part that Mrs 
McSherry played in school life.  

Although Mrs McSherry was a part-
time teacher, she was at the very 
heart of the English department and 
of school life.  She helped out with 
school musicals and school liturgies 
- both very close to her heart.  Many 
young cast members of school 
musicals were transformed into 
romantic heroes, threatening villains 
or grizzled elderly characters under 
Mrs McSherry’s expert hand in the 
make-up room.  Many generations 
of students enjoyed Mrs McSherry’s 
junior English lessons.  Number 
the Stars, Tuck Everlasting, The 
Merchant of Venice, Stone Cold 
and above all To Kill a Mockingbird 
are texts with which anyone she 
taught will forever associate her.  
It is an incredible coincidence to 
think that Kate passed away on the 
date of Harper Lee’s birthday - the 
author of To Kill a Mockingbird, a 
novel she taught with such passion 
and whose themes of justice and 
equality were so important to her. 

OBITUARY - MRS KATE McSHERRY
17th December 1950 - 28th April 2012

As I wrote in the tribute to Kate for 
the School Magazine last year at the 
time of her retirement, to describe 
Kate as a part-time teacher is to 
be factual about what was written 
on the school’s list of employees 
for 14 or 15 years, but it does not 
describe or do any justice to the 
person we all knew and worked 
with for so long.  Kate gave heart 
and soul to every lesson, every 
Learning Support session, every 
departmental debate, every school 
Liturgy, every school Musical, 
every day she set foot in Loreto, 
whether teaching English or Key 
Skills or PSHE or RE or even just 
talking to students in the corridor. 
The students will miss how much 
Mrs McSherry believed in them, as 
they found out when she became 
outraged if they gave any less than 
their best.  They will also miss the 
passion with which she approached 
those texts she loved so much, 
her drama training often coming 
to the fore. Just how much Mrs 
McSherry was loved and respected 
by her classes was reflected by the 
touching, occasionally affectionately 
witty, and often deeply moving 
tributes so many of our students 
wrote in the Book of Condolence 
for her at the start of May, and the 
kind words they spoke about her 
when they heard about her death.  
It is testimony to our school ethos 
too that many of our students 
had the emotional intelligence 

to sympathise with their English 
teachers, recognising that we too 
were suffering a terrible loss. 

Mrs McSherry never gave up on 
any of her students.  Nobody was 
allowed to get away with giving 
anything less than their best or 
behaving badly.  Nobody was 
allowed to whinge or complain.  
That same determination translated 
into the courage with which she 
faced the terrible sufferings of her 
last year.  It seemed particularly 
cruel that somebody so eloquent, 
such a lover of language and of 
song, should have lost her ability to 
speak. It was at once amusing and 
heart-breaking to me that Kate, for 
so many years determined in her 
refusal to embrace the use of ICT 
in school, should have immediately 
adapted to using an iPad to 
communicate with her family, friends 
and carers.  Indeed, so advanced 
did she become in doing this that 
the medical staff she met in the 
Palliative Care unit of Antrim Hospital 
had never seen anybody so adept or 
so advanced at communicating with 
complete determination, even when 
her strength had almost faded. 
Kate’s courage against the odds 
and against the cruellest of diseases 
was inspiring and moving.  Even 
when fear and the inevitable took 
over, she retained her spirit and her 
courage. She never lost her interest 
in school life, and, throughout her 
final months, drew great pleasure, 
consolation and courage from the 
stories of what was going on across 
the hedge from her home, across 
the playing fields in Loreto. Most 
of all she loved receiving notes, 
gifts, drawings, cards, letters and 
messages of support from her 
beloved former pupils. I particularly 
recall visiting Kate just before her 
final Christmas.  The Christmas 
tree was up, because nothing was 
going to get in the way of family 
celebration while it could still take 
place.  Some Year 12 students 
from Kate’s last Year 10 class had 
asked me to deliver some Christmas 
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We’ve all been there.  Student, 
teacher, parent… we’ve all 
experienced it.  It’s the crowded 
space outside an examination 
hall… not a breath of air, the pitch 
of voices rising in keeping with the 
nerves…

It was just such a scene, on a grey 
morning – the very last day of May. 
Year 12 were about to sit their 
second English Language GCSE 
paper, Year 13 were taking their 
RE paper about the journeys and 
epistles of St. Paul. It was close 
and stifling in the Foyer outside the 
Hall.  I could feel myself growing 
shaky, dizzy… my tiredness 
keeping pace with my worry by 
proxy for the first Year 12 group 
to sit a new specification. There 
was reassuringly little evidence 
of panic. Even the most anxious 
students were smiling.  A few were 
hugging one another, like people 
about to set off on a journey… 
and I suppose they were.  If exams 
are the passport to the future, 
then the foyer outside the Hall is 
the departure lounge. Some were 
laughing and joking, bravado and 
confidence spilling over, some 
were checking and rechecking 
the spellings of difficult words and 
their supply of good pens, bottle of 
water, position on the seating plan. 
And then it happened.  A couple 
of girls from my own Year 12 class, 
standing nearby, had been laughing 
and chatting cheerfully… one of 
them suddenly said, ‘Right, let’s 
see what difference this will make 
to how I see things…’ Drawing 
from her blazer pocket a pair of 
cardboard 3D glasses from a 
recent cinema trip, she put them 
on, straightened her shoulders 
and said, ‘Right, English. Let’s get 
going…’

As the doors to the examination 
hall closed, moments later, I took 
a deep breath and hoped for the 
best.  Hoped that our charges 
would remember all they’d learned 
when faced with their final papers, 
and hoped that those lessons 

EDITORIAL

learned were the lessons that 
they needed.  As I wandered 
away from the hall towards my 
next assignation, I was left with 
the image of the girl with the 3D 
glasses. How apt, really, to wear 
such things into an exam involving 
the detailed analysis of a piece of 
non-fiction text, commenting on 
the strategies the writer has used 
to be persuasive, or humorous, or 
confrontational, or argumentative, 
or whatever it is that he or she has 
done.  If only it were so simple: put 
on a pair of cardboard glasses with 
coloured lenses, and see clearly, 
in three dimensions, to the heart 
of every technique and intention 
that the author had and every 
strategy they’ve used. A filter of 
red and green in a simple white 
cardboard frame… and you’re 
there. You’ve seen to the heart of 
meaning and technique… you’ve 
understood the text from every 
angle. And maybe we need to do 
that all the time: to look at ourselves 
and one another in the round, in 
three dimensions, seeing past and 
all around the misconceptions 
and the preconceptions and the 
fears of what or who is different or 
unknown…

There are no 3D glasses issued 
with this Magazine.  With school 
budgets slashed, we simply can’t 
afford them.  What you will read 
in these pages is our attempt to 
show Loreto in 3D: the events, the 
learning, the teaching, and above 
all, the people.  A school is its 
community and its community is its 
learners; its teachers, seen through 
a film of dimensional development, 
are learners too, its ancillary staff, 
our school families and everyone 
connected with us.  We are all still 
learning, even while we are teaching 
and sharing our ideas about what 
we do.  In the cross-section of 
the 3D image, Loreto College is a 
place of incredible depth. There are 
examinations and results, the many 
set-piece photographs of people 
who have won awards, the annual 
events like Prizegivings or concerts 

or sports fixtures.  But seen even 
more clearly, Loreto is unique in 
what it does beyond, beneath 
these flattened images.  I suppose 
it’s a bit like the crush outside the 
examination hall, and how the 
experience of studying a subject for 
two years goes so very far beyond 
the rush to write down what you 
know in the short time allocated 
to an exam paper or two. What’s 
special about our school, and what 
I’ve tried to convey this year, and 
every year, in our Magazine, is what 
our students and our teachers and 
everyone in our community bring to 
the everyday canvas of lessons, of 
breaktimes, lunchtimes, chats in the 
corridors or before and after class; 
the way we relate to one another 
and the way that the school can 
feel like home.  It’s easy to display 
a set of examination results: it’s not 
so easy to show how sad our sixth 
formers are to say goodbye, how 
energizing it is to see the excitement 
on the faces of the visitors from our 
primary schools as they meet us on 
the Taster Days, how that moment 
when a class just suddenly gets 
how the tragic hero recognizes his 
flaws and his mistakes as the play 
draws to a close, or the day when 
a senior student quietly asks if your 
day has been all right, as they’ve 
somehow learned the empathy to 
notice that teachers are people too.  
That’s Loreto College in 3D: public 
perception, defining terminology, 
political manipulation – they may 
all surround our schools as times 
change and budgets tighten, but 
our school remains unique in what 
it does and what it’s like.  And 
I hope I’ve managed to convey 
even a flavour of this in this year’s 
magazine.

Compiling the School Magazine 
has, as always, been a work of 
both concentrated effort and great 
pleasure.   As always, too, the 
Magazine could never have been 
completed without the support 
and assistance of a great number 
of people, to whom I am greatly 
indebted.  Everyone in school – 

staff and students – has ideas 
to contribute to the Magazine, 
so thank you to you all for your 
suggestions, ideas, articles, 
photographs, practical assistance 
and encouragement in the 
compilation of Loreto Lore.  I would 
particularly like to thank Mr James 
for his advice and support, and Mr 
Rice and Mr Elgin for their computer 
and photographic expertise.  
Many of Mr Elgin’s photographs 
appear in this Magazine, and we 
have all marvelled at his stunning 
photographs of a variety of school 
events in the course of the year. 
Not surprisingly, Mr Elgin, won the 
Club Print of the Year award in the 
Fairhead Photographic Club in the 
Summer Term – for the second 
consecutive year!

In the School Office, Miss Stewart, 
Mrs Dougan, Mrs Maxwell, Mrs 
Johnston and Mrs West continue 

to offer great assistance, no matter 
how many, how urgent and how 
onerous the requests.  As always, 
the members of the Editorial 
Committee have contributed much 
to the Magazine.  Many have 
written, or commissioned, articles; 
others have helped quietly behind 
the scenes and everyone has been 
enthusiastic about making their 
own kind of contribution to this 
record of the year’s activities.  The 
members of the committee have 

shown great dedication, enthusiasm 
and generosity of spirit, working 
without too much complaint to meet 
deadlines, check spelling and cajole 
contributions from their classmates. 
All of this has been inspiring as 
well as helpful throughout the 
year.  Without the help of all these 
talented and dedicated people, 
Loreto Lore would be a poor 
publication indeed.

Mrs C Little, Editor

STAFF NEWS

As every year, there has been good 
news and bad, cause for sadness 
and celebration in the Staff Room.

The year began as Mr James’ first 
year as Principal - an exciting time 
of change and new beginnings.  
Following the departure of Mr 
Lenehan in August, we welcomed 
Mr Stephen Gallagher as our 
new Vice Principal.  Also in 
September we welcomed Miss 
Marie Curran to teach Mathematics 
and Mr Seamus Conlon to teach 
Technology.  Mr Conlon left at 
Halloween and so in November we 
welcomed Mr Sean Murtagh.  We 
also welcomed several long-term 
substitute teachers: Mrs Close’s 
maternity leave was covered by the 
double act of Mr M Donnelly and 
Mr H McCullough, while Ms M-J 
McKenna covered the maternity 
leave of Mrs McNicholl in the Home 
Economics department. From 
late September we welcomed 
Mr Emmett McErlain during the 
absence of Miss Marian McErlean.  

Other regular and long term 
substitute teachers were Mrs 
Mary Theresa O’Hara (French and 
Spanish) and Mr Darren Beynon 
(Mathematics).

There was happy news for a few 
staff.  Many congratuations to Head 
of Physics Mrs Maeve Close and 
her husband Thomas on the birth 
of their daughter Aoibhinn, to Head 
of Home Economics Mrs Sinead 
McNicholl and her husband Damian 
on the birth of their daughter Niamh, 
to Librarian Mrs Fiona McDonnell 
and her husband Dominic on the 
birth of their daughter Cara, and 
to History and Politics teacher Mr 
Emmett Harkin and his wife Carol 
Ann on the birth of their son Eoin. 
Many congratulations too to Mr 
Emmett McErlain, who got married 
during the Spring term.

As the school year draws to an end 
we have some goodbyes to say.  
Mrs Aideen Ahern is retiring from 
the English department, while Mrs 

Editorial Committee Y13:  James Granleese, Jack McCann, 
Catherine McLaughlin, Eilish McLaughlin, Ciara McMacken, 
Aoife McReynolds, Danielle O’Neill, Emma Thompson.

Senior Associates Y11, Y12 and Y14: Katherine Giddins (Y14), 
Caoimhe Cooke (Y12), Ben Levy (Y12) Alice McGee (Y12),  
Cliodhna McIlvenny (Y12), Jack Reid (Y12), Tara Stewart (Y12), 
Rebecca McKillen (Y11), Maria McQuillan (Y11), Chloe Platt (Y11).

Junior Associates Y8-10: Conor Pauling Y10

Eileen Diamond is leaving behind 
the many departments of which she 
has been a member: RE, Careers, 
English, French, Spanish, Irish and 
History. Miss Marie Curran is leaving 
the Mathematics department, and 
we wish her well in her new post 
in St Cecilia’s College Derry, while 
we wish Mr Emmet McErlain every 
success and happiness in his new 
post at St Killian’s College Garron 
Tower. Paying tribute to Miss 
Curran, Mrs Anne O’Kane, Head 
of Mathematics, commented on 
how seamlessly Miss Curran had 
fitted into the Maths department, 
showing tremendous dedication 
to her students and enthusiasm 
for her subject.  Miss Curran had 
also worked hard to help numerous 
Junior pupils through Learning 
Support as well as running after 
school classes and being available 
to support students at break and 
lunchtimes.  She had contributed 
much to the Mathematics 
department, not least in terms of 
her ICT expertise.  Meanwhile in 
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tribute to Mr Emmet McErlain, Head 
of Biology Mrs Geraldine Doherty 
writes: Mr Emmet McErlain has 
been with us since January and 
in the short time he has been in 
Loreto College he has been a true 
inspiration to all the pupils whom 
he has taught.  His love of teaching 
and passion for the subject could 
be fully experienced just by stepping 
into his classroom. Mr McErlain has 
been with us during a very exciting 
period of his life. Within the last five 
months he not only has secured a 
permanent job but also secured a 
permanent relationship, by marrying 
Laura, in April. We wish him the 
very best in his new position as a 
teacher and as a husband and we 
hope he will keep in regular contact.  
Who knows, we may be able to 
forge a new and strong partnership 
with St Killians, Carnlough.

Among our non-teaching staff, 
Mrs Valerie Maxwell is retiring from 
the School Office, and Mr John 
Montgomery is retiring from his 
post as Chemistry Technician, while 
Mrs Lynda Creighton, HE and Art 
Technician, is also leaving.  Mr 
Brendan Mullan, caretaker, is also 
retiring.  All four have been with us 
in Loreto for many years and have 
been a strong part of the Loreto 
family throughout their time with us.  
Mrs Maxwell has worked tirelessly 
in the School Office over the past 
22 years, preparing endless leaflets 
for school Masses, Prizegiving 
ceremonies and Programmes 
for several generations of school 
shows, concerts and recitals.  
She has been a perfectionist in 

everything she has done and will 
be greatly missed - not just for her 
work, but for her good humour, 
calm attitude and friendly presence 
in the Office even when school life 
is at its busiest.  Mr Montgomery 
has brought a wealth of expertise 
to bear in his post as Chemistry 
Technician, but his contribution 
to school life was never limited 
to setting up experiments and 
ordering chemical supplies.  He has 
organized and acted as quizmaster 
for many school quizzes, whether 
for the SVP group, on Mission 
Day or in Science Week.  He has 
also been a regular driver of the 
school minibuses, keeping his 
young passengers entertained with 
anecdotes and jokes and getting 
to know everyone.  His jokes and 
stories will be greatly missed in 
the Staffroom too.  Mr Mullan, our 
Caretaker, entered right into the 

heart of school life.  A man with 
interesting stories to tell, Mr Mullan 
played soccer for Fulham and gaelic 
for Derry in his younger years, and 
he never lost his love for sport, as 
the many sports enthusiasts among 
our pupils would know.  He had 
kind and friendly words for all our 
pupils as he encountered them 
along the corridors over the years, 
and again will be much missed 
as a source of friendly chat. Mrs 
Creighton provided great service 
to the Art & Design and Home 
Economics departments over the 
past few years and will be greatly 
missed by the teaching staff of both 
departments. 

The articles which follow are 
largely based on tributes paid to 
colleagues who retired at the End of 
Year Staff Function in late June. 

At the beginning of June we had a 
few days off.  Ostensibly, we were off 
school to celebrate a jolly splendid 
lady. That’s right. The Queen. I’m 
not going to go all political.  I think 
we all appreciated the days off, and 
the good weather, whether or not 
we engaged in Jubilee, Olympic 
or even Jubilympic celebrations.  
There were river pageants, fly-
pasts, church services and 
banquets to celebrate the Queen’s 
60 years on the throne.  Tonight,
we have golfers and marquees and 
closed roads and stunning weather 
to help us celebrate Mrs Ahern’s 34 
years at Loreto.  It might not be a 
round number - but we’re not going 
to make Mrs Ahern stand for hours 
on a flower laden barge negotiating 
its way around the Skerries like 
something out of Antony and 
Cleopatra … or attend a concert 
so terrible she has to wear discreet 
foam earplugs, or tell her bad jokes 
(well… I’ll try not to…) or make her 
hang around with Corgis. Because 
34 years of teaching is even better 
than 60 years as Queen, and 
whereas there were some people 
who had strong objections to 
marking the Jubilee a few weekends 
ago, I don’t think anyone who has 
ever come into contact with Mrs 
Ahern during those years would 
even think about disagreeing that 
those years have been well spent.

Mrs Ahern is a past pupil of the 
school - one of those distinguished 
people who form the school’s 
backbone, the people who 
studied here in younger and more 
vulnerable years, then came back 
to guide several generations of 
teenagers through their own 
teenage traumas.  I’m not going 
to reveal the details of the years 
during which Mrs Ahern was a 
pupil at Loreto… but she came to 
teach here in 1978… perhaps still 
bearing the suntan from ‘the hot 
summer’ of 1976, which some of 
us can still remember and many 
people still talk about. Given that 
her only other employment was 
in Loreto GS Omagh, Mrs Ahern 

RETIREMENT OF MRS AIDEEN AHERN

can truly be said to have devoted 
much of her life to Loreto education!  
She is the longest-serving member 
of the English Department and 
probably one of the longest-serving 
members of staff in any department, 
so her departure is sad for us all.  
Mrs Ahern is known and loved by 
everyone in school, as a Year Head 
of long-standing, as Designated 
Teacher for Child Protection, as 
a first aider and as one of those 
people who can be relied upon to 
‘know things’.  Having staffed the 
English Department on Open Days 
with her on numerous occasions, or 
sat near her at Parents’ Evenings, 
it is obvious that Mrs Ahern doesn’t 
just know things.  She knows 
people.  Actually: more than that. 
She knows everyone. She’s one of 
those people whose desk is always 
busy at a PTM, not necessarily 
because someone has made her 
teach more classes than anybody 
else, but because everybody 
wants to stop for a few words 
with the teacher they knew when 
they were at school themselves, 
whether as a classmate or, more 
recently, as their own favourite 
teacher.  Not for nothing is the front 
of English 3 adorned with ‘Great 
Teacher’ plaques and tributes.  
What is written on the ‘Thank You 
Teacher’ souvenir can be generic, 
sentimental and even trite, as 
clichéd as the apple-for-the-teacher 
or the chalkboard decoration.  But 
generations of students do not lack 

in discernment of the qualities of 
what really makes a good teacher, 
or a great one, here, in Coleraine - 
and Mrs Ahern lives up fully to every 
one of those success criteria.

Mrs Ahern has an expert 
knowledge of her subject and 
a tremendous love in particular 
for English Literature: it is no 
coincidence that many of those 

who were members of her GCSE 
and A level English Literature 
classes went on to study the 
subject at degree level and indeed 
to teach it in their turn.  However, 
Mrs Ahern’s expertise goes far 
beyond this, to knowing just 
what to say to the student whose 
motivation or morale has slipped, 
to comfort the troubled soul or to 
provide an emergency tie or safety 
pin in the event of a wardrobe 
malfunction.  Members of staff, as 
well as students, have benefited 
from this kindness over the years: I 
know I have often wandered ‘next 
door’, not, as one Conor Ahern 
often feared, to make complaints, 
but to find a ready sounding-board 
for ideas or to seek out the voice 
of wisdom and perspective amid 
the whirling blizzard of paperwork 
and targets and action plans.  Mrs 
Ahern has been a reliable source of 
common sense from her customary 
seat at the table to one side at staff 
meetings or at breaktimes, and 
has been the very embodiment 
of the term ‘pastoral care’ as a 
mentor for new year heads as the 
years have passed. She always 
downplays her expertise, with a 
modesty which is appealing in its 
own right, but her knowledge of a 
whole range of aspects of school 
life, from the correct procedures for 
dealing with a collapsed Resusci-
Annie to the wisest procedures for 
helping a distressed teenager, really 
are impressive. Tonight is the one 
time that Mrs Ahern is not to be 
permitted her usual modesty.  As I 
said at the start, it’s June 2012, it’s 
the time of celebrating fine people 
and fine lifetimes of work and 
service. 

Mrs Aideen Ahern and Mrs Eileen Diamond

Mr Brendan Mullan Mrs Valerie Maxwell Mr John Montgomery
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But that’s not the whole story. Mrs 
Ahern’s kindness is balanced by a 
determination to take no nonsense 
from anybody, ever, under any 
circumstances.  Students (and 
indeed colleagues) who have 
attempted to put this determination 
to the test over the years have 
been met with the deployment of 
‘the look’.  ‘The look’ has become 
a thing of legend: exercised over 
or without reading glasses, it is 
enough to transfix even the most 
intrepid teenage rebel and make 
him or her think twice about the 
enterprise or mischief which led 
to this response.  I’m going to be 
honest.  The look is terrifying. I’m 
not that easily frightened, for the 
most part, barring a well-known 
childhood phobia of Santa Claus, 
but for ‘the look’ I would definitely 
make an exception. I have been 
known to scuttle, shivering with fear, 
back into English 4 when I have 
encountered Mrs Ahern delivering 
a telling-off accompanied by ‘the 
look’ in the nearby locker areas. It’s 
a chilling experience.  I’m not going 
to say any more about it because I 
can tell I’m probably receiving it right 
now, but… perhaps as a retirement 
gift to the rest of us, Mrs Ahern 
could deliver staff training in ‘the 
look’. An essential competency in 
dealing with troublemakers: whether 
in the teenage years or colleagues. 
Inspectors, maybe, too.  Politicians?  
Would Michael Gove still cause such 
trouble to the world of education if 
he were at the receiving end, just 
once, of Mrs Ahern’s best ‘look’?  I 
heard a great joke recently: ‘If there’s 
no I in team, how come there has 
to be a Gove in government?’ I’m 
not sure what standard that joke 
reaches.  GCSE? O level? Either 
way: there’s a plan for next year, Mrs 
Ahern: a trip to Downing Street for 
delivery of ‘the look’.  Think about it.  
You could save us all from horrors. 

Mrs Ahern’s kindness is also 
matched by her wonderfully 
sardonic sense of humour.  Her 
infectious sense of fun, and of the 
ridiculous, permeated everything 
she did in school. Whether it was 
delivering Child Protection training 
to the staff and being the first to 
malign her own practice - ‘I’m going 

to have to stop calling the pupils 
sausages’ is one statement which 
stands out in my mind - or renaming 
the post of ‘Daily Pupil Welfare’ the 
‘Sick and Dying Post’, Mrs Ahern 
approached her many areas of 
responsibility with a light touch.  
This did everything to put those 
of us with less experience at our 
ease: if the person with the expert 
knowledge felt comfortable enough 
to make a passing joke, then surely 
things were going to be all right.  As 
a year head, she shepherded six 
separate year groups through those 
trying teenage years from Year 8 
- Year 12. She dealt with teenage 
tantrums, offered style advice, often 
in the form of a make-up wipe or 
nail varnish removing solution or, 
on one memorable occasion, a set 
of confiscated blonde extensions.  
English 3 became a haven for those 
slightly more ‘lost’ souls, who would 
wander in for advice or consolation 
or, that ultimate compliment to the 
teacher, just because they felt like a 
chat.  Sharing an A level Literature 
class with Mrs Ahern was always 
a treat, because the students 
would often arrive - occasionally 
late because they couldn’t tear 
themselves away - wiping tears of 
laughter from their eyes at what 
had been said.  One example 
from years ago was the group 
who composed the new version 

of Alexander Pope’s ‘The Rape of 
the Lock’ recasting Mrs Ahern as 
its heroine, protesting not at the 
removal of a lock of her precious 
hair, but at the frequently missed 
deadlines, substandard essays and 
occasional absences, all done with 
a finesse and affection which made 
two things obvious - that the class 
knew their text inside out, and that 
they really loved their teacher and 
her lessons.  More recently - and I 
can tell that I will be on the receiving 
end of ‘the look’ for mentioning 
this story - just a few months ago, 
on the day of the January Module 
results, Year 14 English Literature 
were reduced to a stunned silence 
(not something I ever achieved 
with the same group) when Mrs 
Ahern finished the examination post 
mortem with the immortal words: 
‘Well folks.  Will I get my buns out?’ 
Some of the retirement tributes that 
Mrs Ahern received from her classes 
in the past few weeks are evidence 
of the entertaining times they’d 
had: memory books, letters, cards, 
tears… compliments are easily paid 
when people are saying goodbye, 
but those students are certainly 
not going to forget their times in 
English 3.  And the tributes aren’t 
just the tangible ones: there was 
the curious case of the unidentified 
wolf whistle in the Main Study at the 
end of May… to say nothing of the 

marriage proposal just before Year 
12 Study Leave began… 
Students at all stages, perhaps 
particularly the boys, enjoyed Mrs 
Ahern’s witticisms about local sport. 
Anyone who supported the hurling 
or football teams from Dunloy was 
in for a lifetime of misery once 
they met her, while anyone who 
supported Loughgiel was a friend 
for life.  Mrs Ahern had that knack 
of making lessons entertaining so 
that just the simplest of activities: 
testing spellings, reading around the 
class, negotiating the intricacies of 
a seating plan which rotated both 
weekly and monthly in two different 
directions, became fun, so that 
lessons were learned without the 
associated self-conscious misery 
of knowing that hard work was 
taking place.  The same applied in 
the staffroom, on inset days or at 
department meetings.  Mrs Ahern 
had a healthy scepticism about 
the several alphabets’ worth of 
acronyms which assault teachers 
during their careers; SDPR, PRSD, 
GNVQ, PQH, ESAGS, TTI, AFL, 
IIP etc. The list could go on. The 
wisdom between the lines of the 
many sardonic asides is that the 
real depth of what education really 
means lies far beyond a set of initial 
letters or the title of a document.  
That wisdom certainly was to be 
found in EN3, the classroom of AA. 

In the English Department, we will 
miss Mrs Ahern greatly - and not 
only because, as a department, we 
are once again closing ranks and 
redeploying expertise to cover the 
gaps her timetable will leave in our 
curriculum provision. Far greater 
is the gap in our group of friends, 
the laughter, the ironic asides, 
the sense of fun and the sound 
foundation of perspective and 
common sense which we will lose 
from our department. 

Many people here might not know 
that Mrs Ahern’s middle name is 
Cecilia. Mrs Ahern, as an English 
Literature teacher - or, as Mrs 
Diamond has often reminded 
me to say, a teacher of English 
Literature - is almost the antithesis 
of the blonde-haired writer of pink-
jacketed chick lit, tales of romance 

and unlikely coincidence and flimsy 
female stereotypes, connected to 
government and to boybands.  Or… 
hold on.  Or is she?  A great teller of 
stories. Liked by many - the ovation 
that Mrs Ahern received at the final 
School Mass of the year makes it 
obvious that she is the teacherly 
equivalent of a best selling book. 
Stereotpyes?  Well no, there we 
might hit a stumbling block.  There 
we have someone who goes - and 
sees - far beyond the façade or the 
expected or the usual.  Linked to a 
boyband?  Those who remember 
the time that a certain Conor Ahern, 
Joe Diamond and a few friends 
took on the rest of the school in the 
Loreto’s Got Talent competition on 
their final Mission Day with a truly 
unforgettable rendition of ‘My Way’, 
resplendent in the black suits and 
white shirts they just all happened 
to be wearing, would realize that 
Cecilia Ahern’s connections with 
Westlife have nothing on Mrs Aideen 
Ahern’s connections with… an 
ensemble of equal glamour.  Conor 
was only following in his mum’s 
musical footsteps: Mrs Ahern herself 
of course is a talented singer (as 
some people found out for the first 
time at the End of Year Mass) who, 
over the years, loved nothing better 
than leading the singing at the Junior 
Ecumenical Service, and (more 
seriously…) whose lifelong love 
of singing is finding an outlet now 
again on the Ballycastle Talent Show 
scene… Sister Act, quite literally!  
And that leaves only politics.  Well 
if politics is the art of the possible, 
then Mrs Ahern has shown us, in 
her 34 years at Loreto College, 
just how much it is possible for just 
one talented and dedicated person 
to achieve.   She has the sort of 
wisdom, intelligence, humour, 
empathy, common sense and way 
of relating to other people which 
really ought to be characteristic 
of those leading a country… and 
the sort of achievements in a long 
career that really does merit bringing 
people together to celebrate.

Mrs Ahern, then: jubilant and 
Jubilympic, celebrated not with 
a barge and a flotilla but with a 
beautiful sea view outside; not with 
Robbie Williams, Paul McCartney 

and Will.i.am and his punctuated 
ego but with the entertainment 
which our staff committee has 
laid on; not a writer of pink-
covered chick lit but a decoder 
and teacher of just about every 
literary text to have graced the A 
level specifications over the past 
34 years; keeper of wisdom and of 
common sense and of what to do in 
every eventuality.

I’m not a fan of chick-lit, but I’m 
going to try to get all of Cecilia 
Ahern’s book titles into this last wish.

I hope that, in her Book of 
Tomorrow, Where Rainbows End, 
Aideen has The Time Of Her Life. 
I hope that, when we’re all back 
in school, in A Place Called Here, 
she’ll send us a postcard saying 
‘If You Could See Me Now’. In the 
meantime, Aideen - Thanks For The 
Memories, and we hope you like 
your Gift. 

PS.  
We’ll miss you. 

Mrs Caragh Little
Head of English

Mrs A. Ahern -  
 The Woman, The Myth,
         The Legend
She came to Loreto College 
Coleraine in 1965, by her own 
admission a sheltered young farm 
girl from the remote village of 
Loughguile, in the North Antrim 
outback. So naïve was the young 
Mrs Ahern that she and her fellow 
Loughguilieans brought a picnic 
of jam sandwiches and a flask 
of tea with them on the trans-
county voyage to the metropolis of 
Coleraine, where Loreto College, 
an all girls’ boarding school of 300 
pupils was situated. Since then, 47 
years have passed and Mrs Ahern, 
having taught English in the school 
for 34 years, is now leaving for a 
well-deserved retirement. 

So how have things changed over 
the 47 years since Mrs Ahern joined 
the Loreto family? In an exclusive 
interview Eilish and Catherine 

Mrs Ahern and Mrs Diamond with members of the English Department
at their retirement celebration
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McLaughlin are taken on a journey 
into the past, and get the low-down 
on the Loreto of the present, as Mrs 
Ahern sees it.

We seek Mrs Ahern out in English 
3, her usual stomping ground. 
Loreto insiders inform us she 
rarely leaves the room, and sure 
enough when we enter there 
she is, immaculate as ever in her 
grey trouser suit and reclining in 
her swivel chair. It’s a daunting 
prospect, interviewing one of the 
stalwarts of the Loreto teaching 
staff, and we’re understandably 
nervous. However any doubts we 
have are soon dispelled by Mrs 
Ahern’s characteristic warmth and 
wit. On the other hand, things take 
a slight nosedive when she wrings 
her hands in a typical Mrs Ahern 
fashion and cries, 
‘Who am I? Where am I? I don’t 
remember anything anymore!’

Perhaps all those years of marking 
have taken their toll. Moving on, 
what’s changed since Mrs Ahern 
first came to Loreto? 

‘I’ve got a lot older. Thank God for 
hair dye and make-up!’ she pouts, 
flicking a lock of golden hair and 
applying another coat of cherry-
gloss lipstick. (Only joking).

When young Aideen came to 
Loreto in the swinging sixties, she 
describes herself as ‘the next thing 
to being a nun. I was definitely not 
a wild child of the sixties!’ No flower 
power for the farmer’s daughter 
from Loughguile, then. ‘The maths 
corridor didn’t even exist back then. 
We were taught in a decrepit mobile 
hut!’ Doubtless this will do wonders 
for the school prospectus. So aside 
from the prehistoric buildings, what 
else has changed?

‘There were quite a few nuns on 
the staff. Loreto has changed from 
a very small educational boarding 
school, to a co-educational school, 
and now non selective! So yes there 
have been a lot of changes.’
These days, it’s hard to imagine 
the English corridor without Mrs 
Ahern. So ingrained is she into 

Loreto life, during her tenure at the 
school she’s even acquired her own 
parking space! ‘I’m very territorial 
about my parking space…’ she 
sighs. But did she always know 
she wanted to teach English? She 
loved the subject at school, gaining 
inspiration from Miss Murray and a 
certain Mr O’Kane, who taught Mrs 
Ahern A-Level English Literature 
from 1970-72! However, it wasn’t 
English that held the concentration 
of Mrs Ahern and her peers…

‘We fancied Mr O’Kane like mad, a 
male teacher in a school full of girls!’ 

Long pause. 
‘Obviously, that was when he was a 
much younger man.’

Indeed. We press on to question 
Mrs Ahern over the myriad of thank-
you cards displayed in the room. 
How many has she received over 
the years?

‘I couldn’t count them!’ she laughs. 
‘But I’m so delighted to have been 
given so much affirmation in my 
years as a teacher. I don’t think 
teachers get enough of that.’

We are treated to a viewing of 
some of the thank-you poems and 
letters Mrs Ahern has received over 
the years, some from individuals, 
others from whole classes, and 
from the effort and warmth that 
comes across, it’s clear to see how 
much goodwill and appreciation 
she’s received from students over 
the years. They are filled with such 
positivity and genuine fondness 
that you can certainly see why 
Mrs Ahern will be so sorely missed 
by the Loreto students. The 
outpourings of appreciation and 
goodwill have only got worse since 
her retirement was announced…

‘I’ve said throughout the year, 
retiring is like being at your own 
wake. You’re getting the chance 
to hear all these lovely things being 
said to you and it’s wonderful. I’m 
going out of here ten feet tall and I 
love it!’

Lastly, we asked from the master: 

What does it take to make a great 
teacher?

‘I’ve been teaching thirty-six years 
and a teacher needs to get the right 
balance between strictness and 
humour. I’ve always tried to get the 
work done and have a bit of craic 
along the way and I think that’s 
the main thing. Children will always 
learn best when they’re happy!’

This sums up Mrs Ahern for the 
Loreto students. Her kindness, 
warmth and sterling humour, 
along with her dedication and 
commitment to her pupils, are what 
make her an all-time favourite to 
her pupils and what evokes such 
respect and fondness from the 
Loreto students as a whole. 
She really is the woman, the myth, 
the legend.

Catherine McLaughlin and 
Eilish McLaughlin Y13

RETIREMENT
OF

MRS EILEEN 
DIAMOND

1966 was an eventful year: England 
won the World Cup (beating 
Germany 4-2); the Beatles were 
number one with Paperback Writer; 
Seamus Heaney’s poetry collection 
‘Death of a Naturalist’ was 
published and David Cameron and 
Ian Paisley Junior were born. But 
in 1966 a young girl, Eileen Rose 
Bradley started in Loreto College 
- as a pupil I hasten to add! She is 
not that old!! 

Recently I had the pleasure of 
speaking to a few of the staff 
who taught in the school at that 
time and, needless to say, they 
remembered Eileen very well. 
One of them described her as a 
‘wee dote’ who was full of life. I 
also found out that Eileen had a 
notion of the dashing young music 
teacher, Mr Burgess, who had 
arrived in the school and drove a 
flashy red sports car. But alas it 
was the Irish teacher at that time, 
Miss Logue, who caught the eye 

of the handsome music teacher. 
However, Eileen was often sent on 
messages by Miss Logue to Mr 
Burgess, much to her delight - one 
such errand was to collect the long 
music stand from Mr Burgess, who 
was in the Assembly Hall with the 
choir, and Eileen was left standing 
and standing and standing... 

The story had a happy ending as 
Miss Logue and Mr Burgess got 
married, and recently I had the 
pleasure of spending an evening 
in their company along with Eileen 
and Aideen. I thought it very special 
that two of Eileen’s teachers from 
so many years ago wanted to 
mark and celebrate her retirement 
- it says a lot about Eileen and the 
fondness they have for her.

Anyway, at school Eileen excelled 
as a linguist and, on completion 
of her A levels, she proceeded to 
Scotland where she studied for a 
degree in German and French. The 
fact that she headed off to Scotland 
back in the early seventies was 
indicative of her sense of adventure. 
On completion of her degree she 
returned to Belfast to do her PGCE 
in Queen’s and arrived back to 
Loreto College in 1979 to teach 
German and French. So, doing the 
sums, that is a total of 33 years that 
she has devoted to teaching in the 
school. 

Over the years Eileen has diversified 
and has taught not only her beloved 
German but also French, Irish, 
English, History, Spanish, RE and 
Careers. An impressive list indeed 
and an illustration of how adaptable 
and multi talented Eileen is - 2 of the 
top 10 employability skills sought by 
employers in today’s world. 

Eileen joined the Careers 
Department in 2005 and has been 
such an asset. She has been 
my walking, talking dictionary, 
thesaurus and grammar expert 
rolled into one and, more 
importantly, she has been the tonic 
to my gin! Sadly however she has 
decided to leave me after 7 years - 
so I can only assume it must be due 
to the 7 year itch! 

Throughout her time in the Careers 
department Eileen has made an 
enormous impact on the teaching 
of Careers Education in the school. 
First and foremost she has advised 
and guided hundreds of students 
in the pursuit of their careers and I 
am in no doubt that they will look 
back in years to come and realise 
and appreciate the individual 
attention, support and genuine 
interest afforded to them by Eileen. 
I have observed on a daily basis 
the affection and admiration that 
students have for her. She always 
treats students fairly and with 
compassion.

I know everyone will agree with me 
when I say that one of Eileen’s most 
special attributes is her sense of 
humour - we have all enjoyed her 
quick wit and entertaining stories 
over many breaks and lunchtimes. 
These tales have ranged from her 
escapades in London, summer jobs 
in canning factories and au pairing 
on the continent, to visits to her 
gynaecologist, Dr Wallace, when 
she was expecting Maeve and Joe! 
Never mind when she inadvertently 
chastised an innocent Year 10 pupil 
for keeping Art on! I can honestly 
say that she has made me laugh 
every single day. I will miss her 
greatly, mainly because Eileen is 
much more than a colleague to me - 
she has been a true and loyal friend.  
The staff room will be a duller place 
without her and that is not because 
she always turns lights off!

Chocolate - a commodity Eileen 
and I have a great love of. But I 
still haven’t managed to hone my 
chocolate hunting skills to the high 
standard that Eileen has achieved. 
She always manages to track down 
a supply in our hour of need and 
knows where all the secret stashes 
are in school. Tonight I have brought 
along a little treat for her from Hotel 
Chocolat - our favourite shop.

So what will retirement bring for 
Eileen? I believe she is not really 
retiring but moving on to new 
challenges. I know she has plans 
to travel and to write a book. A 
‘writing haven’ already awaits her 
in her garden where inspiration 

will blossom.  I for one look 
forward to reading her first best 
seller - no doubt it will match the 
name Diamond - light, bright and 
sparkling as befits a modern day 
Jane Austen.

Eileen, I wish you a long and happy 
retirement - you have earned it 
and deserve it. We will all miss you 
terribly.

Espero que tengas una jubilacion 
feliz.

Bonne retraite.

Alles Gute für den Ruhestand.

agus
Gach rath agus beannacht ar ár 
gcara Eileen.

Miss Maria Flannelly, 
Head of Careers

ADIOS, AUF 
WIEDERSEHEN, 

AU REVOIR 
MADAME DIAMANT

It is with much regret and sadness 
that I pen this tribute to an 
exceptional colleague, a real lady 
and a very dear friend.  I have 
known “Madame Diamant”, as 
we, in the Modern Languages 
department, affectionately like to 
call her, for thirty-three years and 
have had the privilege of working 
with her for twenty-one of those 
thirty- three years.  She may not 
be aware of it, but she holds the 
record as the only teacher to have 
taught me for each of my seven 
years as a pupil at Loreto College. 
I first encountered her as a fresh-
faced J1B pupil (for those of you 
who are too young to remember, J 
stands for Junior, 1 is for first year 
and B was my class), when I ended 
up in her History class.  My enduring 
memory of this time is how lucky I 
felt having such a wonderful teacher 
who really knew her stuff about all 
things historic, and I also remember 
fondly how pleased I was to score 
100% in my two first year history 
exams.
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And when I look back at my time in 
Loreto as a pupil, I have very fond 
memories of brilliant French and 
German lessons in the hands of a 
young, enthusiastic teacher who 
really knew how to enthuse pupils 
and who had a love of languages.  
Therefore, I feel very honoured to 
write this tribute and, in doing so, I 
would like to share some thoughts I 
collected about what I will miss when 
Mrs. Diamond bids us all adieu.

On a professional level, I will miss 
her wit, humour, dedication, 
professionalism and expertise, as 
well as the breadth of experience, 
which only she could bring to 
my department.  As a Head 
of Department, I will miss my 
sounding board, my listening ear 
and the voice of experience which 
I could lean on for guidance and 
encouragement.

On a personal level, I will miss my 
source of inspiration, and somehow 
it feels very appropriate to conclude 
this tribute by acknowledging my 
personal debt of gratitude to the 
one person who inspired my love of 
languages, shaped my future and 
paved the way for me to become 
the kind of teacher I wanted to 
be.  And so, as this chapter of your 
life closes, Eileen, I would like to 
thank you on behalf of the Modern 
Languages Department for thirty-
three years of excellent and selfless 
service, and tender to you our very 
best wishes on your retirement.

Adios, auf Wiedersehen, au Revoir 
et Bonne Retraite!

Contributed by 
Mrs Siobhan Mullan, 

Head of Modern Languages

Her favourite colour is red. Mrs 
Diamond is a woman of many 
talents. She has taught more 
than nine subjects throughout her 
career including History, Current 
affairs and Careers. Speaking in 
tongues, she has taught a variety 
of different languages such as 
English, French, German, Spanish 
and Irish.  Only this superb 
woman could have pulled it off. 
Having taught in so many different 
fields, she commented that she 
“enjoyed the wide variety and steep 
learning curve that has constantly 
challenged and stimulated [her].” 
Though, if she were ever to take 
on another subject to add to 
her repertoire, it would not be 
PE or Technology “or definitely, 
DEFINITELY not IT.” Drama holds 
more interest, due to her love of 
plays and the excitement of being 
on stage. “I like to witness people 
blossom into competent and 
actors.”  
  
Starting in Loreto in 1966 as an 
enthusiastic, yet scared pupil, she 
remembers standing at the brown 
door in big brown shoes and her 
neat blue pinafore. She describes 
herself as “shy, yet outspoken” and 
was happy in Loreto. Returning 
in 1979, she swapped her role 
as schoolgirl in the school she 
loved for the more serious role 
of a qualified superhuman, sorry, 
teacher. She has given 33 years 
of help, service and dedication to 
numerous students in need. She 
enjoys the student challenges as 
well as the individual moments 
experienced with classes, finding 
some amusing, whilst others are 
“incredibly rewarding.” One of her 
fondest memories involves her first 
encounter with a Year 11 class, 
during which a window cleaner 
came in and asked if he could recite 
a long poem and stated that he 
had “always wanted to do this.” 
She laughs as she reminisces as to 
how it broke the ice between her 
and the class in question. She also 
recalls a time when a pupil said to 

her, “Miss, the bell has went” before 
it had. Ever the perfectionist, she 
corrected the boy’s grammar and 
said, “The bell has gone.” The child 
however misunderstood her and 
the class ran out of the room, only 
to encounter their principal. Whilst 
she comments on her fondest 
memories, she points out that 
teaching is a difficult profession, 
with many underestimating the work 
involved. One of her pet hates is 
“unco-operative pupils who prevent 
others from learning”, but for the 
most part her pupils have been well 
behaved.

She has described her teaching 
years as “a privilege”, in which 
she has “watched young people 
mature and be successful, both 
academically and socially.” For her, 
the teachers and pupils she has 
worked with have been a joy. She 
has mixed emotions about leaving 
the school she has spent so many 
years in, stating that she is sad but 
she feels as though she is ready to 
move on to the next stage in her 
life. Although this is the end of her 
Loreto career, this is not the last 
we will hear of Mrs E. Diamond as 
she plans to enjoy her retirement 
with a variety of activities such as 
looking for a part-time job, cleaning 
the house, going on relaxing 
holidays with books and, most 
importantly, going on shopping trips 
with numerous coffee breaks in 
Ballymena with Mrs Ahern (another 
teacher we will sorely miss at 
Loreto.)

An asset to the Loreto community 
for the past 46 years, she is a 
woman who has contributed a lot 
to the school life and has shown 
dedication like no other, and is 
worthy of the utmost respect and 
praise. She has been one of the 
most valuable assets that the school 
has ever seen, and may possibly 
ever see. Sorely missed by both 
teaching staff and pupils, the school 
will not be the same without her.

Aoife McReynolds and 
Danielle O’Neill Y13

TEACHER EXTRAORDINAIRE: 
MRS DIAMOND

It was Mr James’ first year as 
Principal.  In the final week of the 
Summer Term, James Granleese 
caught up with our busy Principal 
for a chat about his first year of 
office…

Mr James took over the role of 
Headmaster of Loreto College 
Coleraine shortly after the exam 
results were released in August 
2011. Hoping to hear tales of a 
coup d’état or something similar to 
that of Julius Caesar and Brutus (‘Et 
tu, Brute?’ and the like) I decided to 
interview our new leader and get the 
story first hand. I was heartbroken 
when I was told that the transition 
was peaceful and voluntary on both 
sides. Mr Lenehan quietly retired 
and Mr James was ‘passed the 
torch’, though on some days he 
feels that instead of it being a ‘torch’ 
it’s more like a ‘live grenade’. After 
finding out that the power play was 
non existent I decided to quickly 
get rid of my questions based on 
said power play, one of which had 
been if the selection process for 
the ‘Headmastership’ was similar 
to the format used in The Hunger 
Games. This, unfortunately, was 
not the case. Fortunately, however, 
I did spin  some mature sounding 
questions off the top of my head 
and began the interview.

I began by asking about the biggest 
change to hit the school, that being 
the removal of academic selection, 
the first grammar school to do so in 
the North. When asked about this, 
Mr James said, 

‘Well, the removal of academic 
selection was already in process 
when I applied for the job, this 
was a decision made by the 
School’s Governors.  At its heart, 
the Loreto Ethos is based on 
inclusion and, following a lengthy 
consultation, the removal of 
official state examinations and 
recommendations from both 
Stormont and the Catholic Trustees, 
the timing seemed appropriate.  I 
wouldn’t have applied if I didn’t 

REGIME CHANGE

fully support it. Having attended a 
grammar school myself (Limavady 
Grammar School, or as our Editor 
calls it, ‘that place across the 
mountain’) I can appreciate both 
sides of the argument but I wouldn’t 
have applied for the job if I didn’t 
fully support the decision to move 
towards an all ability school.’

Another change that would be 
implemented, I happen to know 
from extensive research, is that 
more vocational subjects may 
soon be offered in the school. By 
vocational subjects, I mean subjects 
that have a more practical use in the 
outside world; such subjects might 
be Engineering, Business Studies or 
Health and Social Studies. 

‘We’ve no intention of becoming 
a technical college of any kind,’ 
commented Mr James on the 
topic. ‘We just want to be able 
to accommodate all pupils and, 
if we intend to welcome students 
who may wish to go down a more 
vocational path, then we have to 
be able to accommodate them. 
Also we know from experience 
that some students will want 
to do a combination of both 
Academic and Vocational subjects 
across the board. We have to be 
able to provide this option.  The 
Government requires all schools to 
do this as part of the Entitlement 
Framework. Legally, by 2015 we 
have to provide at least one third 
Applied subjects at KS4 and KS5.’

Now, as you all probably know the 
Annual Budget released by our 
Government decided that Education 
was very important and so decided 
to cut funds going into all schools 
across the North, resulting in cuts all 
over. Remembering this, I enquired 
into how so many new subjects 
could be introduced when already 
the staff budget was stretched thin.

‘Well it depends on how many 
people are doing these subjects 
and we will offer many of these 
through collaboration with other 

schools. We are currently planning 
to evolve the curriculum as the 
new Year 8 group progresses and 
then we’ll decide which, and how, 
new subjects will be run. As for 
the matter of staff, at the moment 
there’s no way new staff can be 
employed, but fortunately we do 
have members of staff who are well 
equipped to teach both types of 
classes. So far we’re planning to 
meet the Entitlement Framework 
with a third of classes applied and 
the other two thirds as academic. 
But this could very well change as 
the situation progresses.’

When asked if this would affect all 
pupils, Mr James said, 

‘No, this new curriculum would only 
start to be put in place for the year 
group of 2013/2014 and developed 
for those after that if it proves 
successful. It all comes down to 
numbers, like A-Level PE: we offer 
it every year but we have never had 
enough numbers to make a class, 
and financial viability. It’ll all come 
down to who wants to do what 
subject.’

After hearing this, I asked if there 
would be any changes to be 
implemented that would affect the 
school as a whole. This change was 
the introduction of a registration 
period, which piqued my interest. 
I followed up by asking how this 
would work. 

‘Well, at the start of each day, all 
classes will report to their form class 
and a register will be taken. We also 
felt that this would be an ideal time 
for Assembly to be held as well, 
freeing up breaktimes. However this 
will mean that classes may have to 
start a little earlier in the mornings to 
compensate for the teaching time 
lost.’ 

There’s always a catch, isn’t there? 
I find myself at a crossroads writing 
this article, as I don’t know how this 
decision has gone down with the 
student body. The truth is, there is 
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In September 2011 we welcomed 
our new Vice Principal, Mr 
Gallagher.
  
In May 2012, Jack McCann 
secured an exclusive interview with 
Mr Gallagher for Loreto Lore…

I had the great pleasure of 
interviewing one of the Gallaghers 
recently. No, not Liam, Noel or 
Rory; our very own Mr (err...) 
Gallagher - who, destined to be a 
teacher, wasn’t given a first-name. 
Our new Vice-Principal (VP) has 
wonderfully accepted my invitation 
to interview him. 

I entered his office - willingly, 
not because I was in some sort 
of bother - and took a seat. Mr 
Gallagher was finishing some work 
at his computer and was tidying 
paper work. I assumed he worked 
through lunch. Bonus point. But 
it was clear to me that this hard-
working Vice Principal was certainly 
up to the task. I scanned the room 
and saw a personalised card sitting 
upon the side bench, angled in 
a way that it would be presented 
to anyone looking into the office 
window as they walked by in the 
corridor. It read: “For a brilliant 
teacher called Mr Gallagher.” When 
I asked the story behind the card, 
his gratitude was certainly obvious. 

Thank you cards are not handed 
out willy-nilly at Loreto, you know. 
The approval a teacher receives in 
the form of a thank you card is a 
real measure of satisfaction from 
pupils. And this AS Music class 
certainly felt that, after only one year 
in the College, and with only half of 
their A-Level course completed, this 
estranged Gallagher brother was 
certainly up to the job. 

But teaching wasn’t his first chosen 
career. His childhood dream, 
conceived at the age of eight, was 
to play in Michael Parkinson’s 
orchestra, most likely with the flute, 
the first instrument he started out 

to conquer.  He later went on to 
play in numerous youth orchestras 
in which, for a time, he toured 
Europe. With that passion and 
ambition, years later he left Northern 
Ireland for England to study music, 
and then to specialise in Music 
Technology. For a number of 
years he worked in recording and 
production studios in London. Most 
likely he was developing a musical 
mould that could be the next Lady 
Gaga - or whatever her equivalent 
was back then. Though this soon 
became a bad romance and Mr 
Gallagher decided to diverge on 
to a different career path, away 
from being a professional Music 

GET THE BOYS SINGING -
AN INTERVIEW WITH A FAMOUS GALLAGHER BROTHER

Technologist, and trying to form 
another Gallagherite-dominated 
band. He trained as a teacher 
and soon made his way back to 
Northern Ireland. The motherland 
calls the best - and after some time 
that school with the good Latin 
name (Lumen Christi) became his 
home. 

Seeking that “next challenge”, 
Mr Gallagher applied to Loreto 
for the position of Vice Principal. 
Supposedly, he met with Mr 
Lenehan at a local hotel for an 
interview; I doubt whether it was a 
wine-and-dine occasion, though 
Mr Gallagher obviously impressed. 
Later, just before the Easter 
holidays, he had an opportunity 
to tour the school. Mr Gallagher 
was especially impressed by 
the greetings from pupils of the 
College and how they were always 
courteous and respectful towards 
others, and of how ‘high calibre’ 
the staff were. In time he also found 
Miss Toner to be very supportive 
as he carried out his new role.  I 
recalibrated the interview itself and 
said there was ‘no room for griping 
and clichés in my interviews.’ Point 
taken, if not deflected; Mr Gallagher 
felt that Loreto was the ‘right place’ 
for him after that day. 

Then his first day at the College 
arrived and, with the Sunday best 
postponed for Monday, he entered 
the college early in the morning, 
with no semi-quavering about it. 
Mr Gallagher took point-guard 
(situated at the entrance to Loreto, 
by the Year 8 lockers) and began 
systematically greeting pupils as 
they entered to begin their studies 
again. All were greeted with “Good 
Morning” and for some followed 
“top button.” As the winter season 
came in many were also confiscated 
of their wonderful frilly and fantastic 
scarves and at any time before 
the 9am bell Mr Gallagher could 
be seen sporting some numbers 
of his winter collection. Yes Mr 
Lenehan was a coat man, but this 
new VP had a date with scarves. 
All of which was taken in good 
spirit by pupils as the uniform code 
prevailed. Upholding the very best 

standard of uniform is something 
that Mr Gallagher is axiomatically 
stoic about: it is certain that well 
presented pupils shed a positive 
light on the College’s image; and no 
doubt on their own image. Though, 
whatever encounter you have 
with Mr Gallagher, even on sloppy 
uniform, you come away smiling. 

During such occasions, and with 
visits to Locker Areas and the 
Senior Study, Mr Gallagher soon 
created a rapport that I am sure 
will last. The relationship with the 
College’s pupils is something he 
values closely as part of his job as 
Vice Principal.  Forget about the 
‘good morning,’ by the afternoon 
Mr Gallagher had immersed himself 
in school life and chatted with 
various pupils as they enjoyed their 
lunchtime. This became a frequent 
affair, which is always enjoyed by 
pupils. Not only did the VP act as a 
scarecrow for BlackBerry phones, 
he had a sense of humour too - one 
with which staff and pupils quickly 
became acquainted and began to 
appreciate. 

Something which also assisted 
him in developing this relationship 
was being bestowed the honour of 
having a Form Class. This was an 
undertaking for Mr Gallagher that 
he was not familiar with, but he felt 
excited about the opportunity. In 
between all the diary-checking and 
absence-taking, he pursued the 
Learning for Life and Work (LLW) 
programme, which involves pupils 
thinking about various aspects of 
their own and other people’s lives. 
This is actually something which 
Mr Gallagher feels strongly about, 
stating it was a ‘long term benefit 
for pupils’ which is ‘why you can’t 
test for the subject.’ Simply put, 
LLW is a crash-course awarded 
from the University of Life so they 
can be prepared emotionally for 
some experiences that may arise 
during their lifetime. But as much a 
benefit as it was for pupils, it was 
also an opportunity for Mr Gallagher 
to discover what Lady Gaga and 
other celebrities are doing in the 
latest edition of public gossip- 
something which all teachers 

become familiar with.

Soon the key of the interview 
changed, and indeed a discussion 
about Music ensued. As a new 
addition to the department, Mr 
Gallagher of course created another 
dynamic. With Music Technology 
as his forte, this new kid on the 
block secured some new Apple 
Computers - of which many are 
very envious. The modern world 
had descended and the white-
stripes had not become pin-striped. 
It was fashionable too. Pupils were 
then able to use specialist software 
in preparing their coursework 
which added a new level to their 
studies. I was now becoming very 
jealous that I gave up on piano in 
Primary school. Now I just have 
a buffoonish, inexpert interest 
in classical music, which led us 
to reach a certain harmony. Mr 
Gallagher favours the music of 
Bach, like me. It was soon revealed 
that Bach’s music is actually 
present in plenty of popular music 
today. Like Bach’s music, the 
pattern of a strong bass line and 
prevailing chords is also present 
in Lady Gaga’s songs – though, I 
am not particularly familiar with the 
latter. I hope you think about that 
next time you switch on Radio One. 

But Mr Gallagher’s musical 
knowledge and expertise are 
not just present in the theory. 
Mesmerised by the many striking 
performances in the school musical 
this year, some male members 
from the cast, school staff and 
other pupils formed the first all-male 
school choir. Conducted by a Y14 
pupil, Emma Kelly, they performed 
alone and with the main choir at 
many school gatherings throughout 
the year, gaining star reviews- 
Gareth Malone, eat your heart out. 
Furthermore, Mr Gallagher can 
also be seen taking part in many 
musical activities within the school. 
He may not have been able to play 
in Michael Parkinson’s ensemble, 
but he was more than delighted to 
play in the orchestra for the musical. 
He has also played alongside other 
members of staff and pupils in an 
Irish traditional music band during 

simply no pleasing us young folk. 
Due to this I shall offer no opinion 
on the matter, except that a couple 
of minutes lost in the morning is 
surely made up for by getting our 
breaktimes back. But, as pupils, we 
are far from logical. 

The final question I asked was, in 
fact, requested by a friend of mine 
and that was to ask the new Head 
whether he was ever going to teach 
another A-level Physics class now 

that he was the Principal of the 
School. 

‘I was advised not to teach a class 
during my first year of office by Mr 
Lenehan; I now fully understand 
why it was a good decision not to. 
It would have been unfair for me to 
teach a class, as I wouldn’t have 
been available for some periods, 
meaning they would miss out. I 
don’t know about the future, but 
maybe someday.’

With that I concluded the interview 
with Mr James. His first year as the 
Head of Loreto College Coleraine is 
now almost over and, by the time 
you read this, a second one shall 
have begun. His first year has gone 
rather smoothly, so I’m going to go 
out on a limb and say that so shall 
the second and the third and all the 
many that shall follow. But, just in 
case, I’m going to wish him all the 
best- but he probably won’t need it.

James Granleese
Y13

Mr Gallagher (left) making his musical debut in ‘Guys and Dolls’
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HEADS OF SCHOOL 2011-2012

Trad for Trócaire performances 
during which the Justice League 
collected donations for the Trócaire 
causes. Mr Gallagher: the musical 
humanitarian was always present 
with the flute which sounded good, 
but also helped him to play an 
active role in school life. 

That’s what the Vice Principal’s job 
at Loreto surely is to do – immerse 
oneself in school life. Because 
when you do that, you develop a 
connection with staff and pupils; 
you enter a shared dialogue 
where knowledge isn’t just a solo 
melody – it’s a complete four part 

harmony instead. The appreciation 
that the Loreto community has 
for Mr Gallagher is obvious and 
present. My interview with him 
was a delight, but that was just a 
snippet of time with him in the dusk 
of the academic year. All pupils and 
staff do indeed share that delight 
when in Mr Gallagher’s company, 
in and outside the classroom. 
He just doesn’t play good cop 
for the sake of it; I feel, after my 
discussion with him, it is actually 
who he is. Mr Gallagher wants to 
get on with his pupils and assist in 
their development, whether that is 
through the LLW programme, at 

school events or even just in general 
conversation with the Vice Principal. 

One year on, he has got the boys 
singing, further developed the 
Music department and established 
working and mutually sincere 
relationships with staff and pupils. 
His office is open at any time, his 
ear is always present and he too 
enjoys the excitement that young 
people bring when working with 
them. With all that in mind, I am 
looking forward to seeing what 
happens next year.

Jack McCann Y13

Our Heads of School for 2011-2012 have been:

 Head Girl Anna Breslin
 Head Boy Conal Gormley
 Deputy Head Girl Emma Kelly
 Deputy Head Boy Daniel Brown
 Sports Captains Maria Mooney, Darryl Wills.

Later in this Magazine, you can read the wonderful 
speeches which Anna and Conal made on the 
occasion of their Leavers’ Mass.

In March, our Heads of School for 2012-2013 were 
appointed.  They are:

 Head Girl Aileen McAllister
 Head Boy Niall Reid
 Deputy Head Girl Catherine McLaughlin
 Deputy Head Boy John McLister
 Sports Captains Cristin O’Kane, Liam McGoldrick

We wish these outstanding young people, and their 
excellent team of Senior Prefects, every success 

and enjoyment in their final year at Loreto.

Members of Staff at Loreto College 2011-2012

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, said:

‘We would like to congratulate our A 
level students on a wonderful set of 
results at both AS and A2 level.  At 
A2, 80% of our students gained 3 
A*-C grades, with 20% of our Year 
14s gaining three As or better.  33% 
of all grades were A or A*.

‘At AS levels, again 80% of Year 
13 gained 3 A-C grades, and 29% 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AT A LEVEL AND AS 
LEVEL FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

The Year 14 and Year 13 students of 2011 from Loreto College Coleraine have once again gained outstanding 
results in their A level and AS examinations.

of the year group gained 3 As or 
better.  42% of all grades gained at 
AS level were A.’

Mr James paid tribute to the AS and 
A level students of 2011 and to the 
tireless dedication of their teachers.  

‘These results compare favourably 
with those of previous years, and 
we are pleased with the continued 

success of our students.  We wish 
them every success in the future.’

As the new academic year begins at 
Loreto College, the students moving 
into the examination years will be 
inspired by the success of those 
who have just left, as they in turn 
prepare to take their place among 
the academic success stories of 
this prestigious grammar school. 
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SENIOR PRIZEGIVING 2011

SENIOR PRIZEGIVING HIGHLIGHTS EXCELLENCE 
AT LORETO COLLEGE

Mr James explained:

‘124 students sat the GCSE 
examinations in the Summer 
Term. 96.7% of all GCSE students 
achieved 7 A*-C grades, including 
English and Mathematics. The 
achievement levels at the top end of 
the scale were high, with 51% of all 
grades obtained being A* or A. 83% 
of all grades were better than B and 
94.9% were grades C or better. The 
top four students, Ger Mullan, Clare 
Tracey, John McLister and Eve 
O’Loan, scored 8 A* or better, and 
the top two students, Clare Tracey 
and Ger Mullan, scored ten A* or 
better.’

The students who gained 8 A 
grades or better were: Ger Mullan, 
Clare Tracey, John McLister, Eve 
O’Loan, Danielle O’Neill, Conor 
McCloskey, Gemma Reid, William 
Lane, Thomas McCann, Tomas 
McCloskey, Niamh Meehan,  Fiona 
McGrath, Catherine McLaughlin, 
Orla Quigg, Lee Brownlow, Vincent 
McMullan, Norene McBride, Emma 
O’Kane, Oonagh Nugent, Jack 

GCSE SUCCESS STORY 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

McCann, Aoife McReynolds, Aisling 
O’Kane, Shawnee Black, Olivia 
McLaughlin, Ciara McMacken, 
Maeve Lofthouse, Laura McIntyre, 
Paul McKay, Aoife Kealey, Ronan 
Cunning, Liam Gerrard, Dean 
McCloskey, Clodagh Connolly, Sean 
McKendry, Aileen McAlister, Eimear 

As the new academic year begins, students and staff at Loreto College Coleraine are celebrating outstanding GCSE 
results in the June 2011 session. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid tribute to the Year 12 students of 2010-2011 and to their 
teachers for their hard work and determination in gaining excellent results across the full range of subjects on offer 
at the College.

Anderson and Ryan Reynolds. 

Mr James congratulated these 
students and all those who took 
their GCSE examinations at Loreto 
College last summer, on behalf of all 
the staff of the College, and wished 
the students well in the next phase 
of their studies.

The annual Senior Prizegiving was 
held at Loreto College Coleraine, 
Specialist School, on Wednesday 
14th September 2011.  The 
Prizegiving rewards students for the 
achievement of excellence in their 
academic studies, personal qualities 
and extra-curricular activities.  
The evening also provides an 
opportunity to welcome back to the 
College many of the students who 
left Loreto College in June 2011, 
and who are now embarking on 
new adventures: university, college, 
employment or voluntary charitable 
work during gap years.  The guest 
speaker was Dr Karen Mullan MB, 
BS, MA, MD, FRCT.

Dr Karen Mullan is a Consultant 
Surgeon in Endochrinology and 
General Medicine at the Royal 
Victoria Hospital, Belfast.  She was 
a student at Loreto College from 
1982-1989, after which she studied 
Medicine at St Catharine’s College 
Cambridge.  Following some years in 
London based in St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital and elsewhere, she returned 
to Northern Ireland to practise 
medicine.  Her post includes the 
supervision of postgraduate students 
from Queen’s University Belfast as 
well as NHS practice.  Dr Mullan 
gave an inspirational speech about 
her memories of her time as a 
student of Loreto College.  Amid her 
fond memories of school life was a 
strong message for the students and 
former students present to take the 
personal qualities of determination 
and fortitude, so strongly taught at 
Loreto College, into their life beyond 
and outside school.  Dr Mullan spoke 
passionately about how what she 
had learned at Loreto College - both 
personal and academic - had carried 
her through testing times in her 
medical studies and career to date.

Thanking Dr Mullan for her 
inspirational words, Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College, 
said:

‘I have come to the Principalship 
of Loreto College in a time of great 
change. Fortunately it is not a time 
of great uncertainty, because the 
Governors and Mr Lenehan had 
already established a clearly defined 
vision for the future of our school, 
and earlier this year the Education 
Minister accepted our development 
proposal, which sets us on the 
path away from academic selection 
towards greater inclusion. This is a 
move which reflects the aspirations 
and ethos of the Loreto Trustees 
and which is rooted in our Loreto 
educational values. To some it may 
seem a curious thing to do in the 
context of Northern Ireland, where 
academic selection has been held 
in high regard for so long, but it is 
not at all curious in an educational 
context, nor is it in the context of 
being a Loreto school. 

‘I am deeply mindful of the right of 
parents to choose an education for 
their children, which is consistent 
with their philosophical and religious 
convictions and I am aware that 
not everyone will agree with our 
proposed changes. However, it 
has been my experience to date 
that the vast majority of people, 
with an interest in our school, 
have been very supportive of our 
decision. Others have suggested 
we are playing the numbers games 
and putting the interests of our 
own school before that of others. 
That is not the case. As a Loreto 
School we are guided by the 
principles of inclusion, laid down in 
the Kolkata Guidelines, although 
obviously demographic changes, 
political changes, educational 
developments, curricular changes 
and financial constraints have all 
had an impact on our decision.

‘The use of academic selection 
at age 11 has been shown to 
be divisive and the majority 
of educationalists regard it as 
unsuccessful. It revolves around 

an academic/non-academic 
distinction no longer recognised in 
the current secondary curriculum 
and it detracts from the primary 
educational purpose of the 
development of all individuals. The 
current Northern Ireland Education 
system produces excellent 
academic results for a select 
number of pupils up to A-level, but 
it also leaves nearly half of our 16 
year olds with less than 5 GCSE 
A*-C grades. Such a system cannot 
be considered either equitable or a 
success in moral terms and there is 
a need for a different approach.

‘But change is never easy. We 
would all prefer things to go along 
just as they always have. But if 
that were the case then we would 
still be an all girls’ school, with 
boarders and a very small intake. 
Many commentators lament the use 
of the current unregulated transfer 
tests, with its two different options, 
but claim there is no alternative. 
The courageous decision of our 
Governors has shown that there 
can be an alternative and, with 
the support of our extended 
communities, we can provide a 
seamless transition from primary 
to post-primary school for those 
children with established links to the 
school, without the need for divisive 
and questionable transfer tests.
 
‘Parents have a right and 
responsibility to choose a school 
which best responds to the 
particular needs and gifts of their 
child. However, assumptions by 
parents that a school which uses 
academic selection is always 
the best school may not be well 
founded. The cohort of students 
who are leaving us this year came 
to us with an entrance profile 
ranging from As to Ds. Not an 
unusual profile for our school, but 
not one immediately recognisable 
as a grammar profile. These pupils 
received the same teaching as 
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previous students and through 
their own honest endeavour they 
have obtained the excellent results 
we are celebrating tonight. It is our 
experience that students who come 
to us and who are willing to work 
hard can achieve, regardless of their 
entry grade.

‘Following the recent Commission 
for Catholic Education review, 
Loreto was found to be a 
sustainable option in terms of 
curriculum provision, enrolment, 
buildings and grounds, infra-
structure and capacity. As we move 
away from academic selection we 
will still be a sustainable school 
in terms of curriculum provision, 
enrolment, buildings and grounds, 
infra-structure and capacity. We 
will have the same buildings, same 
grounds, same curriculum and 
same staff. Changes will be made, 
but we will evolve slowly, and we 
will remain as an 11-18, all-ability, 
co-educational Voluntary Grammar 
school, characterised by a caring 
and supportive ethos, where the 
highest standards of teaching, 
learning and achievement are 
expected and realised. 

‘After a turbulent summer, in which 
we witnessed a rapid decline in the 
moral standards of society, tonight 
is an appropriate time to reflect and 
recognise that not all young people 
are rioters or looters. Education 
is about helping individuals and 
their communities to grow so that 
they can face future challenges 
with confidence. We are extremely 
proud of the young people that 
we educate in Loreto and rightly 
so. They will become the leaders 
and decision makers for future 
generations and we are confident 
that they leave us with a sound 
moral compass and the skills and 
abilities to meet and resolve any 
future challenges.

‘Loreto has a long and proud 
tradition of educating the whole 
person. The move away from 
academic selection offers us a 
wonderful opportunity to extend this 
tradition to a wider audience. We 
can build on past achievements and 
put future educational provision on 
a fairer basis - one that guarantees 

greater inclusion and welcomes 
children from all traditions and none, 
whose parents wish them to benefit 
from the opportunities for personal 
and educational development 
offered by a Loreto school. As a 
staff, we are committed to providing 
a holistic and values-based 
approach to education, which is 
open to all and promotes tolerance 
and respect for diversity as a basic 
aim. 

‘One of our greatest ambitions is 
that all children at Loreto will be 
happy. It is my belief that a happy 
child is a child that will succeed 
in all aspects of their life and is 
confident in their own ability, 
ambitions and dreams for the 
future. Central to our vision will be, 
not only to build upon the excellent 
traditions and successes of Loreto, 
but to ensure that the school that 
evolves will be one where pupils 
will be happy and fulfilled. I will be 
working with the staff in the college 
to do all that we can to ensure that 
your son or daughter’s time here 
is a successful one. By maximising 
involvement from staff, parents and 
pupils we can contribute to the 
ongoing development and success 
of our young people.

‘Ladies and Gentleman, our 
educational landscape is changing 
and evolving, but I remain confident 
that we have the resources, 
personnel and ability to successfully 
navigate these changes and 
retain the traditions and ethos 
of the school so that successive 
generations of future Loreto 
students can achieve the same 
levels of success as these students 
gaining awards tonight.’ 

Mr James then turned to a review of 
the academic year 2010-2011.

‘Schools are often judged by their 
results and, as in previous years, 
the school has enjoyed great 
success in public examinations - 
the huge number of students here 
tonight bears testimony to this. 
Over the last few years our results 
have consistently placed us among 
the top ten Grammar Schools and 
in the key criteria of 3+A levels at 
grades A-C, where the NI grammar 

average was 75%, our teachers 
and pupils achieved 84%. GCSE 
results show a similar trend and 
an initial analysis of this year’s 
results confirms a continuation 
of these excellent results, with 
96% of students gaining 7+ A*-C 
grades, including English and 
Mathematics.  Individually, at A 
level, Aoife McGrath was placed 
third among all those who entered 
A level Geography.  At GCSE level, 
four students received recognition 
of outstanding achievement. 
Megan Mc Laughlin was placed 
first in the UK in English, Emma 
Kelly was placed joint second in 
GCSE Spanish and joint third in 
GCSE Music, James McCullagh 
was placed joint first in GCSE 
Economics and joint second 
in GCSE Drama, whilst Daniel 
McAleese was placed second in 
GCSE PE. 

‘But results are not all that schools 
are about and, as you are no 
doubt aware, the school provides 
a great range of extra curricular 
activities. We acknowledge the 
great contribution this makes to the 
College and to the individual pupils 
who participate.  We firmly believe 
that this participation complements 
the academic side of school life, 
helping to develop the many 
different attributes of each student.  

‘Participation in Gaelic games 
remains very high with football 
teams competing in the Ulster 
Colleges’ Nolan, Faul, Ennis and 
Mallon Cups.  The senior team 
progressed to the quarter final 
stages of the Nolan Cup, following 
some fine performances in the 
league. The Year 11 & 12 Gaelic 
footballers made it to the semi final 
of the Faul Cup before losing to St. 
Joseph’s, Donaghmore.  Not to 
be outdone, the Y10 football team 
also reached the semi-finals of the 
Mallon Cup.   There may not yet 
be much silverware in the cabinet, 
but we are delighted with the 
contribution our current and past 
pupils are making, both to their own 
clubs and to their counties. Three of 
the Derry starting line-up this year 
were past pupils – and not all of 
them were Mc Goldricks. 

‘In hurling the College continues 
to be represented at all levels with 
teams competing in the Ulster 
Colleges’ Casement, Kirk, Mc 
Farland and Mc Greevy Cups.  
The Year 8 and Year 9 Hurlers 
competed in an Ulster Colleges’ 
Blitz in September progressing to 
the semi-final. Our Year 11 and 12 
hurlers and Year 9 and 10 hurlers 
both had good seasons, reaching 
their respective semi-finals.  

‘Involvement in Ulster Colleges’ 
Camogie saw similar commitment 
from Loreto teams. In September a 
team of Y11 students won the Ulster 
B seven-a-side camogie tournament 
and went through to represent Ulster 
in the All-Ireland Final. Meanwhile the 
Junior Camogie team won through 
to the semi-final of their competition, 
losing narrowly in a re-play.  The 
senior camogie team also made 
it through to the semi-final of their 
competition, but were narrowly 
defeated by a physically strong St. 
Louis’ team. 

‘Congratulations also to Maria 
Mooney, a Y13 student, who 
received an Ulster Colleges’ All Star 
award for the second consecutive 
year. Maria has a distinguished 
history of representing Loreto in 
camogie as well as other sports, in 
addition to playing a leading part 
in her local team, Eoghan Rua – 
recent winners of the All Ireland 
Intermediate Club final. Again we 
are delighted with the contribution 
our current and past pupils have 
made to this success. Maria also 
went on to captain the Ulster 
Colleges’ All-Star side, leading 
them to their first ever victory in the 
Interprovincial competition.

‘In soccer, six teams competed in 
the Coleraine and District Leagues 
with our Year 8 and Year 10 
soccer teams enjoying the greatest 
success.  The Year 10s reached 
the Semi-Final of their competition 
whilst the Year 8s won their 
Coleraine & District League title, 
beating St Mary’s Limavady in the 
final. Y13 student, Sam Boylan, was 
again selected as a Northern Ireland 
Schoolboy International and he 
continues to make his mark on the 
local soccer scene.

‘In hockey, U-12, U-13 and U-14 A & 
B teams together with the Senior 1st, 
2nd and 3rd XIs all competed in the 
Derry and Antrim Leagues. Netball 
continues its popularity, with five 
teams competing in the Coleraine 
and District Leagues. The Senior 
Netball Team finished in runner-up 
position with the Intermediate B 
Netball team winning its league. 

‘Participation in Trampolining 
continues to grow, as does its 
success. At the Northern Ireland 
championships, Caite Skelly was 
placed first In the Under 13 Girls’ 
Elite section, while in the Under 
13 Boys’ Elite section, Jordan 
McCullough was also placed first.  
Maeve Lofthouse took fifth place in 
the Under 19 Girls’ Novice class, 
while the Under 19 Girls’ team took 
third place in the overall team event. 

‘This year, teams from the school 
also participated in the Northern 
Ireland Schools’ Championships for 
cheerleading. In the senior section 
of the competition the Loreto 
Legends, all Year 13 students, took 
first place.  Whilst in the Key Stage 
3 Cheerleading section, the Loreto 
Lasers, took third place.  
In a more traditional sport for 
the school, a team of athletes 
competed in the NEEBSA finals.  
Victoria Bell took Gold in the Javelin; 
Cliodhna McIlvenny took Silver in 
the High Jump and Conor Pauling 
took Bronze in the Long Jump. 
In cross-country Shane McIntyre 
was the fastest Y8 boy and Aoife 
Carr the fastest Y8 girl around the 
2000m College Course, winning 
the sixteenth annual Mary McCabe 
Trophy and Challenge Shield 
respectively. 

‘In recent years Mr Byrne has 
established an equestrian team in the 
school and last year Aoife Carr was 
selected for the NI Team to compete 
in the European Mounted Games, 
where the team was placed second. 
We wish her well for the future.

‘The President’s/ Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards have grown significantly, 
with pupils able to gain silver and 
gold awards in either scheme. To 
complete the awards students 
must volunteer over an extended 

period, develop a skill, participate 
in a physical activity and complete 
a gruelling 3-5day expedition. 
The Awards provide wonderful 
training in life skills, team work 
and endurance and we now have 
forty pupils currently completing 
awards, with 3 students receiving 
gold and 21 receiving silver awards 
last year.  At Easter this year, thirty 
Lower and Upper Sixth students 
participated in our very own Loreto 
Challenge. Students achieve a Gold 
award by successfully completing 
a climb to the top (and back down) 
of Slieve Donard, running 10km and 
swimming 1000m. 

‘In Art & Design, highlights included 
the annual trips to the CCEA ‘True 
Colours’ exhibition and the Dublin 
Galleries with pupils from The Girls’ 
High School. We again won the Anti 
Smoking competition organised by 
the Coleraine Borough Council and 
were placed 2nd nationally. 

‘Music and Drama contribute richly 
to the life of the College through 
the Drama club, Senior and Junior 
Choirs, Traditional group, music 
and singing tuition. The Junior and 
Senior Choirs competed in both 
the Bangor International Festival 
and the Ballymena Festival, where 
the Junior Choir took 1st place. 
Rehearsals for this year’s show 
are currently in full swing and we 
can guarantee that this year’s 
production of ‘Guys and Dolls’ will 
be just as ‘unmissable‘ as all of our 
previous productions. We would 
encourage all our families to support 
us by buying tickets, which go on 
general sale from next Monday – so 
book early to avoid disappointment. 

‘Drama students from Loreto 
College won several top awards 
at the annual Coleraine Festival. 
Ben Levy, now in Year 12, won 
several awards  including the Most 
Promising Actor aged 14 and over, 
for the second consecutive year. He 
is clearly a talent to watch out for 
and can be seen very soon starring 
in the College’s Production of ‘Guys 
and Dolls’. His younger brother, 
Lucas, also won several awards 
including the Junior Festival Cup for 
the most outstanding performances 
in the under 16 age group.  
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Showing tremendous promise for 
the future, Year 10 student, Conal 
McGinley, won several medals 
and trophies as did Year 9 student 
Rhianna Gardiner and Y8 students 
Aoife Carr, Emma Crossley and 
Alexandra McGinley. These can 
also all be seen in the upcoming 
production of ‘Guys and Dolls’.

‘As a Specialist Science School we 
are proud of our long involvement 
with the ESAT/BT Young Scientist 
competition. This year Jack 
McCann won the Chemical, 
Physical and Mathematical 
Sciences award with his project 
on the dendritic crystallisation of 
potassium bromide as well as 
winning the INTEL Student Award. 
He went on to represent Ireland 
at the international Science Fair in 
America, where he obtained a very 
credible fourth place. Thomas and 
Vincent McMullan won the Institue 
of Physics award and were placed 
second in the Chemical, Physical 
and Mathematical Sciences group 
section, whilst Sean McKendry 
achieved a second place, in this 
section, in the individual category. 
The school also received the Best 
School Award in recognition of the 
consistent success achieved by Mr 
McKenna and the school over the 
years. Meanwhile a former student 
and protégée of Mr McKenna, 
Hannah Eastwood, became the 
UK Scientist of the Year, the first 
female to achieve this accolade. 
Hannah also travelled to the 
International Science Fair, where 
she represented the UK. Loreto has 
now sent nine students to represent 
Ireland or the UK at this International 
Science Fair and we would like to 
take this opportunity to publicly 
acknowledge the outstanding 
contribution made by Mr McKenna 
to our Young Scientists. In other 
scientific successes, a team of 
Yr11 Physics students won the 
Institute of Physics ‘Physics at 
Home competition’ with a series 
of innovative demonstrations and 
explanations of Bernoulli’s Principle 
and air pressure.

‘European Day offers students 
an opportunity to celebrate the 
diversity of cultures in the European 
Union.  This year, 13 A level 

Spanish students spent ten days 
in Granada along with a group of 
students and teachers from three 
schools in Co. Armagh. During their 
time in Spain, the students spent 
ten days living with Spanish families, 
as well as taking part in a number 
of activities.  We are delighted that 
12 of the Spanish students have 
now made the return trip and are 
currently enjoying the hospitality of 
our students and their families. 

‘Seachtain na Gaelige, offers a 
variety of linguistic and cultural 
events during a week long 
celebration of Irish culture. The 
Junior Gael Linn Irish Quiz team 
emulated previous successes, 
when they won this year’s Ulster 
Junior title. Not to be outdone, 
the Year 11 team also won first 
place in the Gael Linn Senior 
quiz, beating off stiff competition 
from over 200 competitors, to 
win the top accolade.  These 
tremendous successes owe much 
to the students’ participation in the 
residential courses for students 
of Irish, organised annually in the 
Gaeltacht. 

‘This year saw a great deal of 
success for our quiz teams. Junior 
quiz teams finished first and second 
in the Causeway Credit Union 
Inter-schools Quiz, both qualifying 
for the Northern Ireland final. The 
team of Aidan Boyle, Elaine Boyle, 
Fergal Dillon and Ryan Kane won 
this final and went on to represent 
Northern Ireland in the all Ireland 
final in Dublin. In their first year of 
competition, the Senior Quiz Team 
was narrowly beaten in the final of 
the prestigious Schools’ Challenge 
Quiz. 

‘In the field of Careers and Higher 
Education, the College hosted its 
29th annual Trial Interviews for Yr14 
students, an invaluable experience 
in making course/career choices.  
The panels of professionals who 
help with this event are always 
impressed with the standard and 
quality of our students and we are 
always grateful for their time and 
support. All Yr13s were placed for a 
week’s work experience and again 
we thank all those who support us 
with this.

‘We also embrace the work of 
Young Enterprise NI, The Causeway 
Enterprise Agency, Sentinus and 
UUC by collapsing the timetable 
for Y8 - Y12 groups to deliver 
important aspects of the curriculum. 
Year 12 students took part in a half-
day Success Skills workshop, Year 
11 students enjoyed a workshop on 
the Economics of Staying in School, 
Year 9 students participated in 
an Enterpreneurship Masterclass 
and Year 8 students attended a 
Financial Capability course.

‘The College attaches great 
importance to Education for Mutual 
Understanding, reaching out and 
engaging with other groups and 
institutions across the whole of 
the community.  We are especially 
proud of our links with Sandelford 
Special School, our involvement 
in the Seven Schools Cross 
Community Project, the work of our 
Christian Life Community group, 
our links with the St Vincent de 
Paul and our links with other Loreto 
schools in developing countries, 
especially our sister school in 
Daejeeling, India.  We are also 
extremely proud of how generous 
and caring our students are.  Last 
year, they raised a total of £14 068 
for our designated charities.  In 
addition, fundraising by both staff 
and pupils, has enabled 5 Y13 & 
Y14 students to participate in the 
Habitat for Humanity programme, 
volunteering their services to 
building projects in Romania, whilst 
four Y12 boys volunteered in Kenya 
with the Moving Mountains charity. 
We are extremely proud of these 
students who give of their time, 
energy and expertise to give service 
to others.

‘Ladies and gentlemen, I’m sure 
you would agree that the College 
provides a wealth of opportunities 
for all its students and, although I 
have highlighted some, there are 
numerous other events, activities 
and opportunities available to 
students throughout the year, 
including liturgies, retreats, trips, 
outings, fieldwork, competitions 
and so on.  We are extremely proud 
of our students’ achievements 
and delighted at the high levels 
of participation. But this does 

not simply happen of its own 
accord and behind each of these 
achievements there is a lot of 
selfless work carried out by the staff 
of the school. I would like to take 
this opportunity to pay tribute to 
the professionalism and dedication 
of the teaching staff; everyday 
they make their best effort in the 
interests of the students, often 
going far beyond what is required 
of them. I believe that they provide 
a level of service to our pupils that 
is second to none and I would invite 
you now to show your appreciation 
for our staff.

‘The non-teaching staff also play 
a vitally important role in the 
service of our students, often 
working unobtrusively and quietly 
to maintain the quality of services, 
buildings and grounds.  My thanks 
to Mrs Mc Donnell, the librarian; 
Mr Lynn, the Bursar; Miss Stewart, 
Mrs Dougan, and Mrs Maxwell, 
the office secretaries; Mr Otterson, 
senior technician on behalf of all 
the technicians; Mrs Johnston and 
Mrs West, classroom assistants; 
Mr Weir and Mr Mullan, caretakers 
and on behalf of the cleaning staff; 
Mr Turner, groundsman and Miss 
McCann, head cook on behalf of 
the canteen staff.  

‘Thanks also to Fr Keaney, Fr Mc 
Cullough and to the Religious 
Education Department for the time 
and effort they put into organising 
the liturgies, retreats and seminars 
throughout the year.

‘I have previously touched on the 
importance and significance of the 
Loreto ethos. There is no more 
tangible evidence of this ethos 
than the presence of the Loreto 
Community here in the grounds and 
further afield. I would like to offer 
my thanks to the community for its 
continued prayers and support.

‘My thanks also to our Governors, 
many of whom are here tonight.  
The Governance of schools has 
become more and more demanding 
and the next few years will 
undoubtedly raise many challenges.  
I am thankful that in our Governors, 
we have the expertise and talent 
to rise to these challenges. I thank 
them for giving so generously of 
their time and expertise in making 
the many important and often 
onerous decisions in the best 
interests of the College and its 
students.

‘Thanks also to you the parents 
for your trust and co-operation.  
Working together we can achieve 

so much and we are very grateful 
for your support.

‘Finally my thanks to you the 
students for your courtesy and co-
operation throughout the year – that 
is something we really appreciate.

‘And to our Y14s from last year. As 
I have already mentioned, young 
people don’t always get a good 
press.  But over the last seven 
years we have had the privilege to 
see the best of you.  People full of 
energy, who are inquisitive, creative, 
caring and supportive and who 
have the boundless potential to do 
good.  Within each one of you is 
the capacity to do something great, 
to achieve something great and to 
be great. In the words of our own 
Loreto Prayer, “Each day is full of 
promise and opportunity,” I can only 
encourage you to follow the words 
of that prayer and use it well.’

The prizes were distributed as 
follows, by the guest speaker Dr 
Karen Mullan, by representatives 
of the College’s Board of 
Governors, Dr Mary Mullan, Dr 
Eugene McElhinney and Sr Anne 
McLaughlin, by Mr Michael James, 
Principal, and by various Heads 
of Department and Heads of Year 
from the College’s teaching staff.

Academic Awards
Year 14 Academic Awards

Gemma Black Jordan Kealey Dearbhla McCotter Gemma Mullins
Amy Brennan Sam Maguire Megan McGeehan Niall O’Boyle
Christine Cartwright Eimear McAllister Maeve McIlroy Una Race
Ciara Christie Sinead McAllister Dominic McNeill Gregory Rafferty
Therese Doherty Claire McAtamney Eoin Melby Roisin Rafferty
Jarlath Eastwood Declan McAtamney Dermot Morrow Samantha Rodgers
Claire Hill Martin McCloskey Shane Mullan

Year 13 Academic Awards

Michael Bell Eoin Coyle Emma Kelly Thomas McNeill
Caoimhe Bond Eoin Cunning Mary Kate Mackle Maria Mooney
Sam Boylan Dhruv Dahiya Daniel McAleese Hannah Morren
Ciara Brankin Angus Dinsmore Thomas McCloskey Eimear O’Kane
Anna Breslin Niamh Doherty James McCullagh Megan O’Kane
Carla Brogan Olivia Doherty Niamh NcGahon Therese Rafferty
Michael Cheuk Conal Gormley Oisin McGahon Bronagh Ward
Natalie Costello Jordan Hardyway Aodhan McIlvenny
Shannon Costello Hannah Janes Megan McLaughlin
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Year 12 Academic Awards

Eimear Anderson Aileen McAlister Eilish McLaughlin Aisling O’Kane
Shawnee Black Norene McBride Olivia McLaughlin Cristin O’Kane
Lee Brownlow Jack McCann John McLister Dean O’Kane
Aidan Carlin Thomas McCann Ciara McMacken Emma O’Kane
Clodagh Connolly Conor McCloskey Niall McMahon Eve O’Loan
Ronan Cunning Dean McCloskey Thomas McMullan Danielle O’Neill
Liam Gerrard Tomas McCloskey Vincent McMullan Lauren O’Neill
Nicole Jenkins Caoimhe McGowan Aaron McReynolds Orla Quigg
Aoife Kealey Fiona McGrath Aoife McReynolds Dearbhla Rafferty
Megan Kerr Laura McIntyre Niamh Meehan Gemma Reid
William Lane Paul McKay Ruairi Mooney Niall Reid
Maeve Lofthouse Sean McKendry Ger Mullan Ryan Reynolds
Jaime McAlary Catherine McLaughlin Oonagh Nugent Clare Tracey

Year 11 Academic Awards 

Conor Anderson Niamh Dowdall Rosanna McAleese Brendan McKillop
Julia Brzozowska Adam Gellatly Patrick McCloskey Eilis McNamee
Caoimhe Cooke Patrick Kerr Alice McGee Sorcha O’Hara
Peter Devlin Kevin Liken Cliodhna McIlvenny Karl Traynor 
Shane Donnelly     

Year 11 Diligence Year 11 Progress  Year 11 Co-operation & Leadership 

11A Patrick Kerr 11A Laura Rafferty 11A Shannon Carey   
11B Sara MacFarland 11B James Downey 11B Markus Condren  
11C Naomi McDowell 11C Christopher Carson 11C Jill Hassan   
11D Donald Turner 11D Emma Kelly 11D Mark Gormley   
11E Shannon O’Kane 11E Katie Dysart 11E Ben Levy

Year 12 Diligence Year 12 Co-operation and Leadership

12A Dean McCloskey 12A Sean McKendry
12B Emma Thompson 12B Hannah Millar
12C Aoife McReynolds 12C Caoimhe McGowan
12D Sinead Hardy 12D Danielle O’Neill
12E Shannon Scullion 12E Conor Taylor

Other Awards

1 The Patricia McDermot Memorial Trophy for achievement in GCSE English:  Norene McBride
2 The Macaulay, O’Neill & Martin Perpetual Cup for achievement in GCSE Mathematics: Ger Mullan, 
  Orla Quigg  
3 The BKS Perpetual Trophy for contribution to A Level Geography:  Niall O’Boyle
4 The AVX Computer Awards for achievement in ICT:  A Level  Christopher Kwong   GCSE  Chloe Moore, Niall Reid
5 The Stanleigh Cup for achievement in Music:  Claire Hill
6 The Trinity Cup for Music:  Eamonn Cassidy
7 The Trinity Cup for Singing:  Gemma Mullins
8 The McGeown Cup for outstanding achievement in A-Level Economics:  Jarlath Eastwood
9 The Ryan McCloskey Memorial Cup for most improved student in Economics:  Dominic McNeill
10 The N & N Trophies’ Cup for achievement in A-Level Art and Design:  Casey Moore
11 The Physical Sciences Award:  Gregory Rafferty
12 Corn Bhrugha for achievement in Irish at A-Level:  Eimear McAllister
13 The Michael Clarke Memorial Cup for achievement in Drama presented by Yr14 students 2002- 2003:  
 Jordan Kealey, Therese Doherty
14 The Bank of Ireland Trophy for achievement in A Level Home Economics:  Una Race   
15 The Northern Bank Award for achievement in A-Level Physics:  Gemma Black
 The following awards are for outstanding achievement in individual subjects:
16 A-Level Biology:  Claire Hill

17 A-Level Chemistry:  Jarlath Eastwood
18 A-Level Religious Education:  Ciara Christie
19 A-Level History:  Una Race
20 A-Level Government and Politics:  Gemma Mullins
21 A-Level Mathematics:  Jarlath Eastwood
22 A-Level English Language:  Jordan Kealey
23 A-Level English Literature:  Christine Cartwright
24 A-Level Technology:  Donagh Morren
25 A-Level French:  Megan McGeehan
26 Sports Captains 2010-2011:  Bronagh Bogues, Declan McAtamney
27 Sports Person of the Year, recipient of the Louise McLaughlin Trophy for outstanding contribution to 

Sporting Life of the College:  Bronagh Bogues  
28 The Mother Rose Cup for best Female Athlete in Yr 11:  Eilis McNamee
29 Award for best Male Athlete in Yr 11:  Patrick Kerr 
30 Award for outstanding achievement representing the College in sport at National Level:  Sam Boylan, 
 Maria Mooney  
31 Nolan Cup Player of the Year:  Odhran Rafferty
32 Award for achievement in Public Speaking:  Ben Levy   
33 Award for the best article in School Magazine:  Catherine McLaughlin  
34 The Teresa Ball Trophy for Commitment and Spirit:  Una Race  
35 The Kathleen Toner Memorial Cup:  Dearbhla McCotter, Claire Hill, Rachael Gaile  
36 The Ciara McLaughlin Memorial Cup:  Aoife Owens
37 For outstanding contribution to the Loreto Ethos in GCSE years:  Niamh Meehan, Niall Reid
38 For outstanding contribution to the Loreto Ethos in A Level years:  Emma Morren
39 For 100% attendance 2004 - 2011:  Dearbhla McCotter, Olivia Hamilton
40 For Full Attendance in 2010 - 2011 academic year: 
 Yr11 -  Conor Anderson, Christopher Carson, Divakar Dahiya, Mark Gormley, Patrick Kerr, Edward Lane,  

 Kevin Liken, Alice McGee, Cliodhna Mcilvenny, Brendan McKillop, Eoin McKillop, Ciara Morren, 
  Rachel O’Kane, Stephen Reynolds

Yr12 - Eimear Anderson, Jarlath Bradley, Darren Close, John Giron, Owen Judge, Aileen McAlister, 
 Caoimhe McGowan, Laura McIntyre, Sean McKendry, Aaron McReynolds, Aoife McReynolds, 
 Megan McWilliams, Nicole O’Connor, Danielle O’Neill, Niall Reid, Clare Tracey, Ciaran McGilligan
Yr13 - Dhruv Dahiya, Conal Gormley, Kieran Kelly, Benedict McAteer, Connor McCann, Aodhan McIlvenny, 

Justin Millar, Hannah Morren
Yr14 - Ciara Christie, Diarmaid Hill, Paula McLister, Luke Stuart

Senior Prefects

Gemma Black Eimear McAllister Katherine Owens Matthew McCloskey
Bronagh Bogues Claire McAtamney Una Race Shane McGowan
Samantha Borland Erin McCloskey Roisin Rafferty Matthew McLaughlin
Niamh Boylan Dearbhla McCotter Christina Robinson Dominic McNeill
Emma Campbell Michelle McGurk Samantha Rogers Eoin Melby
Erin Costen Katherine McIntyre Kevin Beatty Pearse Mooney
Therese Doherty Shannon McKeever Eamonn Cassidy Dermot Morrow
Rachael Gaile Paula McLister Ryan Hourican Shane Mullan
Olivia Hamilton Emma Morren Chris Kwong Niall O’Boyle
Roisin Ingram Louise Mullan Sam Maguire Gregory Rafferty
Katy Lemon Gemma Mullins Declan McAtamney 
Orlagh Mailey Aoife Owens Martin McCloskey 

Special Awards
Deputy Head Boy Jarlath Eastwood Head Boy Jordan Kealey
Deputy Head Girl Ciara Christie Head Girl Claire Hill

The evening concluded with speeches of reminiscence and thanks by the 2010-2011 Head Boy, Jordan Kealey, 
and Head Girl, Claire Hill, and with a presentation to the guest speaker by the 2011-2012 Head Boy and Head Girl, 
Conal Gormley and Anna Breslin.
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Year 14 Academic Award winners

Year 13 Academic Award winners

Year 12 Academic Award winners

Year 11 Academic Award winners
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Special Award winnersGCSE and A level subject award winners

Year 11-12 Co-operation and Leadership Award winners

EXAMINATION 
ACCOLADE FOR LORETO 

COLLEGE STUDENT

A student from Loreto College Coleraine has been 
recognised among the very top students achieving A* 
grades in last summer’s CCEA GCSE examinations.

Shane Donnelly was placed joint second in GCSE Modular Mathematics, an achievement which is all the more 
impressive given that Shane sat the qualification as a Year 11 student - a year ahead of the standard age for 
the completion of GCSEs.  Shane, now in Year 12, is continuing with his GCSE studies at Loreto College - with 
Additional Mathematics included among his chosen subjects. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, congratulated Shane, along with his teacher, Mrs Geraldine 
Diamond, on this wonderful achievement, on behalf of all the staff and students of the College.

7 Years 100% Attendance Award, 
Dearbhla McCotter and Olivia Hamilton
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The annual Junior Prizegiving was 
held at Loreto College Coleraine 
on Thursday 21st June, as the 
academic year drew towards 
its conclusion.  The Prizegiving 
highlights the academic, personal, 
extra-curricular and inter-personal 
successes of the Year 8-10 
students of the College and is a 
celebration and commendation of 
these achievements and qualities.

Welcoming the Year 8-10 
students and their teachers to the 
Prizegiving, Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, said:

‘I am delighted to welcome you all 
to our Junior Prize-giving at the end 
of another very busy and eventful 
year for the College, a year for me 
that seems to have flown past. This 
has been a particularly busy year 
with several new challenges facing 
the school. Swingeing government 
cuts were announced in December 
last year and the school has had 
to adjust to a reduction in its 
funding. Many of you will also have 
read stories in the press or heard 
relatives discussing the proposed 
changes for education in the 
Coleraine area, both for primary and 
post-primary schools. For parents 
with children of school age, these 
proposed changes have raised 
countless questions and great 
uncertainty. Loreto College is not 
immune to these changes and in 
many respects is playing a central 
role in them. Several years ago 
our Board of Governors made a 
decision to move our school away 
from academic selection towards 
a more inclusive form of education. 
For some it seemed a strange 
decision, but for our governors 
it was relatively straightforward. 
Loreto College is part of a world-
wide network of schools, which at 
the turn of the millennium gathered 

JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING AT 
LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

in Kolkakta, India, to consider how 
young people should be educated 
in the new millennium. This 
resulted in the Kolkata Guidelines, 
a document which guides Loreto 
Education across the world. 

‘Our school here and every Loreto 
school in Ireland and around the 
world have, at their centres, a set 
of values that we try, each day, 
to instil in you.  These values of 
LOVE, JOY, SINCERITY, JUSTICE 
and TRUTH are at the core of the 
Kolkata guidelines and promote an 
education system which is inclusive 
of everyone. Therefore, any system 
which selects based on academic 
ability naturally contradicts this 
inclusive ethos. As the changes 
from Area Based Planning and 
The Post-Primary Review have 
become clearer, it is obvious that 
the Governors’ decision fits in well 
with the grander scheme of things. 
In any proposal it is interesting to 
note that Loreto College has been 
identified as the single school 
to deliver Catholic education in 
Coleraine and we are delighted that 
both the Catholic Bishops and the 
Department of Education recognise 
the strength of our school.

‘Change can be unsettling and, 
in the midst of all these proposed 
changes, the challenge for us is 
quite simply to keep sight of you, 
the pupils in the classroom, the 
focus for all that we do in school. 
So how do our Governors decision 
and the recent proposals affect you 
as students in Loreto? Well, in many 
ways there will be little impact for 
you our current pupils. Any changes 
will evolve and develop slowly 
as our intake gradually becomes 
all ability from 2013. We need to 
hold on to what has already been 
proven, retaining and building 
upon what is good, wholesome 

and healthy. In this respect you will 
still have the same teachers, the 
same curriculum and the same 
opportunities that you enjoy now. 
Your teachers will still have the 
same high expectations and push 
you to achieve the best results 
possible. Our standards of uniform, 
behaviour and our distinctive ethos 
are firmly established and will not 
change. But it would be foolish and 
complacent to take this for granted 
and that is why the school has been 
planning and preparing for the last 
number of years. We are confident 
that we will continue to provide a 
first class education for any student 
who comes to us, whether or not 
they are aiming to go to University 
and need top A level grades to do 
so.

‘Of course academic achievement 
will still have great importance and 
that is why we take time today 
to celebrate the achievements 
of students who have excelled in 
some way in this current academic 
year. It is very important that you, 
the pupils, have this opportunity 
to celebrate and take pride in 
the achievements of the school, 
your school, over the last year. I 
congratulate you for your diligence 
and hard work throughout the year 
and in preparation for the summer 
examinations.  If we all try to do the 
best we can and if we do the simple 
things well, then we can all achieve 
to the best of our ability.  

‘However, school life is about much 
more than academic achievements, 
important as they are. It is also 
about developing you as young 
people and helping you to realise 
your hopes and your dreams.  I am 
delighted with your participation in 
the life of the College.  There are 
so many extra curricular activities, 
clubs and competitions, and it is 

satisfying to witness the enjoyment 
and friendships you get out of 
these, not to mention the numerous 
successes.  Who can forget the 
fantastic performances of Guys & 
Dolls or the heroic efforts of the Y9 
Gaelic Team, winning the Mallon 
cup recently? Your participation in 
all of our extracurricular activities 
brings a great richness and diversity 
to the school.

‘I know that this school year is 
coming to an end, but I would 
encourage all of you to get involved 
next year in some of the many extra 
curricular activities that the school 
provides every day of every week.  
You will have an opportunity to 
make new friends, travel to different 
places, learn to be a team member 
and grow in confidence and self-
belief.

‘In the future, however, the true test 
of your education in this school will 
not be your examination certificates 
or what you have won and 
achieved. It will be how you have 
grown and developed as a person 
and how you use your talents and 
abilities to help others.  One of the 
ways in which all of you contribute 
to this in school is your generosity in 
supporting the school’s designated 
charities and by contributing to our 
charities you are, in a small way, 
supporting those less fortunate 
than yourselves.  This year so 
far you have raised £17,482.73 
and I congratulate you on such a 
wonderful total.

‘Every school year brings its 
challenges, its highs and lows.  
We remember the loss of family 
members and friends amongst our 
staff and pupils and the passing of 
Mrs Kate Mc Sherry. Although a 
part-time teacher, Mrs Mc Sherry 
was at the very heart of the English 
Department and of school life.  She 
was a wonderful teacher and even 
more wonderful human being. She 
will be sadly missed.

‘On your behalf I would like to pay 
tribute to the professionalism and 
dedication of the teaching staff. 
Every day they work to the very 
best of their ability in the interests of 
you, the students. I feel proud and 
honoured to have them as teachers 
in our school and I am confident 
that they provide a truly outstanding 
level of service. I commend them to 
you and thank them on your behalf. 

‘I cannot leave our teachers without 
paying tribute to two teachers who 
will be leaving us this year and who 
have given outstanding service to 
the school. Between them they 
have over fifty years teaching 
service here in Loreto and, as past 
pupils of the school as well, it would 
seem that there has hardly been a 
time when they have not been at 
Loreto. Mrs Diamond has taught a 
multitude of subjects over the years, 
ranging from Modern Languages 
to History and RE as well as more 
recently Careers. Mrs Ahern has 
been a stalwart of the English 
Department over many years and is 
the longest serving Year Head in the 
school. Both of these teachers are 
living embodiments of the Loreto 
Ethos and their dedication, their 
passion and enthusiasm for their 
subjects and their genuine concern 
for the pupils will be missed next 
year. Again, on your behalf, I thank 
them for all that they have brought 
to the school in their many years of 
teaching.

‘Our support staff also play a vitally 
important role in the service of our 
students, often working quietly 
in the background to maintain 
the quality of services, buildings 
and grounds.  My thanks to Mrs 
McDonnell, the Librarian; Mr Lynn, 
the Bursar and Mrs McGuckian, the 
Bursar’s assistant; Mrs Maxwell, 
Mrs Dougan, my own secretary; 
Miss Stewart, Office Manager; Mr 
Otterson, Senior Technician on 
behalf of all the technicians; Mrs 
Johnston and Mrs West, Classroom 

Assistants; Mr Weir and Mr Mullan, 
Caretakers; Mr Turner, Groundsman 
and Miss McCann, Head Cook on 
behalf of all the canteen staff.  Again 
I would pay tribute to Mr Mullan one 
of our caretakers, Mrs Maxwell from 
our Office staff and Mr Montgomery 
our Chemistry Technician, who 
are all leaving this year after many 
years of service to the school and 
to you the pupils. Thanks also to 
our visiting Priests and the Religious 
Education Department for the time 
and effort they put into organising 
the liturgies, retreats and seminars 
throughout the year. Each of these 
events adds so much to our school 
life.

‘My thanks also to our Governors.  
The Governors give generously of 
their time and expertise in making 
the many important and often 
onerous decisions in the best 
interests of the College and its 
students.

‘My thanks, as always, to the Loreto 
Community both here in Coleraine 
and further afield. Their prayers and 
support this year and every year are 
a valuable source of strength and 
their presence in the convent is a 
constant reminder of our ethos and 
connection to a wider family.

‘Finally, my thanks to you, the 
pupils, for your support throughout 
my first year as Principal. This 
is your school and you are what 
make it so wonderful – I cannot 
thank you enough for your courtesy 
and pleasant manner. You are the 
future of our society and, whether 
or not you have gained an award 
here today, you are all important 
members of our school and we 
greatly appreciate your own special 
talents and qualities. Thank you all 
for making our school so special.’

The prizes were distributed as 
follows:
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Academic Success

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

Molly Brennan Cariosa O’Harte Shannon Donaghy
Finn Lestas Niamh Carlin Peter Rogan
Anna Morrison Emily Moore Ryan Florida-James
Aoife Kelly Aidan O’Boyle Lauren McNicholl
Dominic Bradley Caitlin Cosgrove James Breslin
Matthew Connolly Cormac McCarry Rachel Wilkinson
Oonagh McAllister Emma Crossley Conor Boyle
Joseph Mulholland Maggie McBride Rhianna Gardiner
Fearghal Close Conor Craig Ellen Tracey
Flynn Faith Crothers Anna McGuigan Aine McNamee

Year 10 Loreto Junior Certificate

This certificate is awarded to all Year 10 pupils in recognition of their academic performance, application and 
diligence.

Academic Progress

8A Cahir McLaughlin 9A Lauren O’Kane 10A Rhiannon Bell
8B Niamh McAtamney 9B James McKeown 10B Susan McBride
8C Lorcan Toner 9C Shane McIntyre 10C Conall Ennis
8D Erica Cartmell 9D Clodagh McGahon 10D Sean Doran
8E Eamon McLaughlin 9E Dervla Molloy 10E Orla Rafferty

Prizes for Diligence 

8A Sean McKeever 9A Aoife Carr 10A Oran Barton
8B Orla Bradley 9B Megan O’Kane 10B Chloe Stewart
8C Shannon O’Kane 9C Aoife Mullan 10C Alana O’Donovan
8D Callum Johnson 9D Grace Taylor 10D Thomas Magee
8E Sarah Dillon 9E Orlaigh Toner 10E Ciaran McNicholl

Politeness

8A Grace McAlinden 9A Christopher Doherty 10A Saachi Khullar
8B Tommy-Lee Donaghy 9B Aoife Boorman 10B Jack Ball
8C Shauna Kelly 9C Oran McNicholl 10C Seanann Quinn
8D Sean Doherty 9D Erin Mullan 10D Antonia Boorman
8E Jordan Thompson 9E Tara McLarnon 10E Medbh McIlvenny

Being Well Organised

8A Cahir Hasson 9A Naomi Anderson 10A Rachael Crawford
8B Aaron Christie 9B Alex McCloskey 10B Cara Doherty
8C James McReynolds 9C Aoife Kelly 10C Rowan Clyde
8D Aimee Quigg 9D Mollie Maguire 10D Abbey Fleming
8E Roisin Bryson 9E Kate Bradley 10E Niamh Connolly

Good Standard of Uniform

8A Nikolai Railton 9A Emma Crossley 10A Stuart Young
8B Piers Curran 9B Callan McPeake 10B Carla Kane
8C Eoin Doherty 9C Oran Bradley 10C Jordan McCullough
8D Reece Mackay 9D Caitlin Martin 10D Elizabeth McManus
8E Cara Henry 9E Harry Laidlaw 10E Colleen Burke

Concern for Others

8A Sophie Craig 9A Michael Lagan 10A Danielle Devaney
8B Mary Mullan 9B Aideen Reid 10B Ursula Black
8C Milena Mroz 9C Anna McGuigan 10C Caite Skelly
8D Oonagh McAlister 9D John Joe O’Neill 10D Sarah McGinnis
8E Ciaran O’Kane 9E Aoife Keane 10E Conor Rafferty

Positive Attitude

8A Nicole Kelly 9A Laura McGonigle 10A Una Mellon
8B Leon McMullan 9B Emma McGeehan 10B Dylan Kelly
8C Elizabeth White 9C Fergal Dillon 10C Niall Hunter
8D Lucy Maher 9D Sean Quinn 10D Shay McLaughlin
8E Oisin O’Harte 9E Sarah Purvis 10E Conor Dudley-Fergus

100% ATTENDANCE
Year 8

Callum Biggart Cahir Hasson Joy McFerran Shannon O’Kane
Niamh Boorman Michaela Ingram Roisin McMorrough Riona Pauling
Oisin Brennan Callum Johnston Anna Morrison Nikolai Railton
Aaron Christie Shauna Kelly Joseph Mulholland Kai Smyth
Matthew Connolly Niamh McAtamney Oisin O’Harte Joshua Wan
Niamh Doherty Abigail McBroom Ciaran O’Kane Ciara Wilkinson

Year 9

Aoife Boorman Conor Craig Shane McIntyre Aideen Reid
Harry Butcher Una McCloskey Erin Mullan Eliza Richardson
Mark Cassidy Laura McGonigle Ciaran Parahoo

Year 10

Oran Barton Shannon Donaghey John Mullan Conor Pauling
James Breslin Eimear McCann Conor O’Callaghan Bronagh Rafferty
Meadbh Clarke Conor McFeely Jack O’Doherty Janosch Railton
Michael Coyle Eimear McKeown Alana O’Donovan Daniel White
Rachael Crawford Ciaran McNicholl Ola Owolabi Rachel Wilkinson
Danielle Devaney Una Mellon Yasmin Parahoo

Departmental Awards 

Top Ten Readers in Year 8 (Based on books borrowed from the Library)
Tyrona Lynn Caoimhe Kelly Flynn Faith-Crothers Hannah Magee
Molly Brennan Fianna Lynn Piers Curran
Aoibhinn Scott Emma Mullan Roslyn Sinclair

Outstanding Achievement in Public Speaking:  Finn Lestas
Trinity Cup for Singing:  Anna Morrison
Trinity Cup for Piano:  Caitlin Cosgrove
Trinity Award for Singing:  Aoife Boorman, Tara Canin, Meabdh Clarke, Saachi Khullar, Lucy Maher, Emily Moore, 
Niamh Morrison, Therese Mullaghan, Erin Mullan, Anna McDonald, Katy McMullan, Yasmin Parahoo, Sarah Purvis, 
Bronagh Rafferty, Mairead Tully, Victoria Tsang
Trinity Award for Instrumental Music: Niamh Carlin, Fearghal Close, Meadbh Clarke, Nicole Cosgrove, Emma 
Crossley, Saachi Khullar, Finn Lestas, Ciaran O’Kane
Best Contribution to School Magazine: Lucy Maher
Young Artist & Designer: Saachi Khullar and Oonagh Jordan
Gael Og na Bliana: Conor Boyle
Shakespeare Prize for Best Essay on Shakespeare in Year 10: James Breslin
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Year 8 Academic Award winners

El Premio de Espanol: Conor Doherty
Religious Education Awards: Cahir Hasson, Aidan O’Boyle, Shannon Donaghy
Year 8 ICT: Aoife Kelly, Leon McMullan
Year 9 ICT: Niamh Carlin, Cariosa O’Harte, Cahir Loftus
Le Prix Francais: Shannon Donaghy
Best in KS3 Science: Ola Owolabi
Top Year 8 Geography Investigations:  Female: Roisin McMorrough   Male: Callum Johnston

Drama Awards
 Best Male Best Female
Year 8 Leon McMullan Flynn Faith-Crothers
Year 9 Matthew McNally Cariosa O’Harte
Year 10 Niall Hunter Emma Thompson

Junior Mathematics Challenge: Best in School: Molly Brennan
Regional Winners UK Maths Team Challenge: Cariosa O’Harte, James Breslin, Dylan Johnston, 
Cormac McCarry

5 Star Athletes
Year 8: Shakeera Nazeer, Eamon McLaughlin, Dominic Bradley, Fearghal Close, Aidan McGonigle
Year 9: Aoife Carr, Alex McCloskey, Alex Christie, Daniel O’Kane, Mark Cassidy
Year 10: Oran Barton, Conor Rafferty, Cormac Kerr, Odhran McElhinney, Rowan Clyde, Thomas Magee

Swimmers of the Year - Year 8: Abigail McBroom, Ciaran O’Kane
Contribution to the Sporting Life of the College at KS3: Shannon Donaghy

Special Awards
Generosity and Commitment: Conor Boyle
Perseverance: Siofra Gillan
Participation in School Life: Shannon McWilliams
The Mrs Kate McSherry Memorial Trophy for 
Contribution to the Loreto Ethos in the Junior School: Rachel Kelly

Year 9 Academic Award winners

Year 10 Academic Award winners
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Loreto Junior Certificate Distinction Award winners

Politeness Award winners

Positive Attitude Award winners

Diligence Award winners
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Concern for Others Award winners

Winners of Trinity Awards for Music

Special Award winners

Rachel Kelly, winner of the Mrs Kate McSherry Memorial Award for Contribution to the Loreto Ethos in the KS3 Years
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8A

8B

8C

8D

CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS 2011-2012



44 45

LoretoLore Mag. 11-12 LoretoLore Mag. 11-12

8E

9A

9B

9C



46 47

LoretoLore Mag. 11-12 LoretoLore Mag. 11-12

9D

9E

Y
e

a
r 

12



48 49

LoretoLore Mag. 11-12 LoretoLore Mag. 11-12

Y
e

a
r 14

You are blind yet you see,
No proof yet you believe,
No speech yet you hear,
No comfort yet no fear.

They say it’s not there.
Maybe it is. Maybe it’s not.

They say it’s not real.
Maybe so, yet what do you feel?

There is no concrete proof
There is no definition

Yet, there is no question
There is no doubt

The Opening Mass for the academic year 2011-2012 was celebrated at 
Loreto College Coleraine on Tuesday 20th September 2011, by Father Raymond McCullagh.

We believe although we do not have a basis,
Hoping for something wonderful, an oasis.

To bring us out of the night of despair,
A present given with much care,

To pull us out from the rubble of our lives
A saving knight, a hero true.

To take us by the hand,
Show us something new.

Some non-believers could call it odd,
But we call it finding God.

Alice McGee Y12

SCHOOL LITURGY
Belief with No Basis

OPENING MASS 2011-2012
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Organised by school Liturgist Mr Kevin Conroy and by the members of the RE department, with support from 

the Music Department and Art Department and involving every member of the school community and the Loreto 

Community, the Mass provided an inspirational reflection for the year ahead.

The feast of Christmas was marked 

in Loreto College Coleraine with the 

annual Carol Service, held in the 

College Hall during the final week of 

the Autumn Term.

Organised by the College’s 

Religious Education and Music 

departments, a Carol Service open 

to members of the public and 

friends of the College was held on 

the evening of Wednesday 14th 

December, while the Carol Services 

for Junior and Senior students were 

held on Monday 19th December.

The Carol Service featured some 

dramatic performances and 

tableaux, a variety of thought-

provoking readings and reflections, 

and performances by the Senior 

and Junior Choirs, school orchestra 

and vocal soloists.  The Service 

provided a peaceful interlude of 

reflection in the busy preparation 

period for the Christmas festivities.

LORETO COLLEGE CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS
WITH CAROL SERVICE

Mr Michael James, Principal of 

Loreto College, paid tribute to all 

those involved in preparing the 

Carol Service, in particular to the 

Music and Religious Education 

departments and to all the staff and 

students who put so much time 

and effort into the creation of such a 

moving and reflective service.
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It was appropriate that a ‘Moving 
On’ day was prepared for Year 
8 during Mary Ward week - on 
Friday 27th January. Having just 
successfully completed their first 
term, Year 8 had the opportunity 
to reflect on leadership, problem-
solving, gifts and talents and the 
importance of community. Their 
Moving On workshop concluded 
with reflection on the life of Mary 
Ward, and how to mirror her 
example of determination to 
achieve personal goals, and fulfil 
our dreams. Each student in Year 
8 was presented with a bookmark, 
which had a quotation from Mary 
Ward on it as an example to follow: 
‘I listened to God’s dream for me. 
And felt a desire to respond to this 
invitation.’ The afternoon concluded 
with the year group being given 
the opportunity to watch the DVD 
‘Mary Ward - Dangerous Visionary’ 
together. 

During RE classes, students were 
also given the opportunity to reflect 
on Mary Ward’s life and vision. 
Many Year 8 students drew posters 
or birthday cards for Mary Ward. A 
display was also put up along the 
RE corridor, of the Loreto crest, to 
mark the week.  

Year 10 projects on the life of Mary 

CELEBRATING MARY WARD WEEK
AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

Ward were also on display in the 
RE rooms. These assignments 
were designed to enable Year 10 
students to learn about the life 
of Mary Ward, understand the 
contribution she made to the place 
of women and how her vision 
was inspiring. They also gave the 
students the opportunity to learn 
where Loreto schools are in Ireland 
and throughout the world, and to 
examine what being a Loreto pupil 
means today. During the Autumn 
Term, Year 9 had completed time-
lines on the life of Mary Ward, and 

reflected on how they could live 
out the core values- joy, justice, 
sincerity and freedom- in their lives 
today. Although these tasks were 
completed earlier in the year, they 
nonetheless highlight the work the 
school does to remember Mary 
Ward throughout the year.

The vision and the legacy of Mary 
Ward are alive in Loreto College 
Coleraine through all seasons, not 
just during the final week of January.
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A group of sixth form students from 
Loreto College Coleraine have each 
been presented with the Pope John 
Paul II Awards.

Twenty-two final year students from 
Loreto College were presented 
with the Pope John Paul II award in 
recognition of their commitment and 
dedication to parish involvement 
and social awareness. The Pope 
John Paul II Award was created to 
commemorate the late Pope John 
Paul II who was very committed to 
young people and had great belief 
and confidence in them. It allows 
young people to be able to take an 
active part in the life of their Church, 
in the life of their community and 
society, and also become more 
aware of the teaching and roles of 
the Catholic Church. The Award is 

POPE JOHN PAUL II AWARD
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

earned by voluntarily taking part in 
activities of Parish Involvement and 
Social Awareness for a set period 
of time, and by preparation of a 
presentation. 
 
The students were presented with 
their awards at a ceremony at the 
Millennium Forum, Derry, on 8th 
February. The awards’ ceremony 
featured guest speakers, singers 
and a live radio interview of two 
students who participated in the 
award – one of whom was Daniel 
Brown, Deputy Head Boy at Loreto 
College.  The guest speaker was 
Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor, 
retired Archbishop of Westminster. 

The students and their teacher, 
Mr Kevin Conroy of the Religious 
Education department at Loreto 

College, were congratulated on 
their generosity and commitment 
by Mr Michael James, College 
Principal.  Reflecting on what they 
had learned, the students felt that 
the scheme had allowed them to 
grow in their faith and in confidence, 
and had given them the opportunity 
to live their faith through action.

THE 
POPE JOHN PAUL II 

AWARD 2012

A Student’s Perspective
The Pope John Paul II Award is a 
project which aims to remind young 
people about what it means to be a 
member of the Catholic Church and 
allows them to explore what exactly 

being a member means to them as 
an individual. It essentially acts as 
a catalyst for a person to become 
more actively involved in their parish 
community.

Participation in the Pope John 
Paul II Award required participants 
to undertake activities within two 
main categories: Social and Parish 
involvement. Social involvement is 
based around ‘giving back’ to the 
local community through various 
different activities. Such activities 
include coaching sport, volunteering 
with local charities, participating in 
fund raising events for charitable 
groups, or undertaking courses 
or programmes based on social 
awareness and interaction for 
example a sign language and 
deaf awareness programme, or 
involvement in programmes such 
as “Habitat for Humanity”.  Parish 
activities are centred around the 
church and associated activities, 
for example reading of the liturgy, 
preparation of the altar for special 
occasions such as Christmas or 
Easter, getting involved in choir 
and musical instrumentals during 
masses, participation in the offertory 
procession or simply helping to 
gather information in order to 
produce the parish bulletin or a 
Youth Newsletter.

Within Loreto College Coleraine 
sixteen willing and ambitions Year 
14 pupils undertook the award from 
June of 2011 until February of 2012. 
Being one of the sixteen pupils, I 
truly felt that it was a worthwhile 
and greatly fulfilling experience. I 
thoroughly enjoyed every minute of 
participation. Personally I feel that 
this Award allowed me, as well as 
every other participant, to express 
and share our faith.

On the 7th of February Loreto’s 
participants travelled to the 
Millennium Forum to attend the 
annual Pope John-Paul II Award 
ceremony. The Guest speaker 
of the event was the renowned 
Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor. 
Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor gave 
a brilliant speech based around 
what it means to be a celebrity, 
making connections between David 
Beckham and the Royal family. 
All who attended seemed to really 
enjoy the evening of celebration. 
However, I had another feeling as 
well as enjoyment, this was one 
of apprehension. The reason for 
this was simple: I and a fellow 
participant in the Gold, Pope John 
Paul Award, who was a pupil of 
the Sacred Heart in Omagh, were 
to be interviewed live in front of the 

entire audience of the Millennium 
Forum. As part of the interview 
my face, and the face of my fellow 
pupil, were to be broadcast to 
the entire forum’s audience on a 
eight foot by eight foot projection 
screen. The thought of this made 
me very anxious. However, once I 
was actually being interviewed by a 
presenter from BBC Radio Foyle, it 
became one of the most enthralling 
and exhilarating experiences of my 
life. I enjoyed it immensely.

Overall, the award itself, regardless 
of the fact it is a globally recognised 
achievement and that it ‘looks 
good’ to have in a personal 
statement or CV, is a very 
personally fulfilling endeavour to 
take on. Social involvement, as 
clichéd as it may sound, really does 
give an individual the opportunity to 
help others and make a difference 
in both their own and somebody 
else’s life. Parish involvement will 
bring home the idea that we as 
Christians are indeed part of a much 
larger picture than our own simple 
lives. I personally feel that this is 
a realisation we all must have. It 
was a fantastic Award Programme 
to undertake and I would strongly 
encourage all to consider it.

Daniel Brown Y14
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On Monday 20th February, Loreto 
College Coleraine welcomed Mr 
Trevor Ringland MBE and Mr Harry 
Boyle to the Year 14 General RE 
programme. The theme of their talk 
was ‘A Shared Future’. Mr Ringland 
works as a solicitor, as well as 
having a distinguished history 
in rugby. He was also the Vice 
Chairperson of the Ulster Unionist 
Party and became involved in a 
controversy over the new leadership 
of the party, surrounding the issue 
of whether the new leader would be 
prepared to attend a Gaelic Football 
All-Ireland Final in Dublin if an 
Ulster team were to take part. On 
4 October 2010, Ringland resigned 
from the Ulster Unionist Party. 

Mr. Ringland has been active with 
Peace Players International, an 
organization devoted to promoting 
inter-religious unity in Belfast 
through sport. Mr. Ringland and 
David Cullen won the 2007 ESPY 
Arthur Ashe for Courage Award. 
He was also awarded an MBE 
for services to the community in 
Northern Ireland in the New Year 
Honours 2009. 

Mr. Harry Boyle gave a personal 
testimony in which he relived losing 
his brother John at the height of the 
Troubles. His contribution touched 
both staff and students. He, along 
with Trevor, is wholly committed to 
building a future based on mutual 

respect and understanding, based 
on their experiences.
The afternoon was a very valuable 
addition to the General RE 
programme, giving students time 
to engage and reflect on their own 
feelings, while also giving them an 
opportunity to ask questions to give 
them a better understanding of the 
importance of a shared future. The 
input from both gentlemen was 
inspiring and thought provoking.
Mrs Siobhan McCarry, Head of 
Religious Education at Loreto 
College, thanked Trevor Ringland 
and Harry Boyle for their time and 
commitment in speaking to the 
students, on behalf of the staff and 
Year 14 students. 

TREVOR RINGLAND TALK
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Loreto College Coleraine played host 
to renowned Tyrone Gaelic manager 
Mickey Harte on Monday 5th March 
2012.  As part of the College’s 
Group RE Sixth Form Enrichment 
Programme, the three-times All 
Ireland winning manager visited the 
College to talk to final year students 
about motivation and determination.

In an inspiring talk, Mickey Harte 
talked about his own successes as 
well as the personal challenges he 
has faced, and spurred students on 
to motivate themselves to achieve 

TYRONE LEGEND INSPIRES 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

in their studies and in all areas of 
their lives.  The capacity audience 
of Year 14 students, along with the 
members of the Religious Education 
department, were enthralled and 
inspired by the talk, and delighted to 
have the opportunity to participate 
in a question and answer session 
afterwards.  Many students were 
also delighted to avail of the 
opportunity to ask the legendary 
manager for an autograph, while 

some of the sporting enthusiasts 
among the group were able to avail 
of some individual advice. 

Religious Education teacher Mr 
Kevin Conroy thanked Mr Harte for 
his immeasurable contribution to the 
Enrichment Programme on behalf of 
College Principal Mr Michael James, 
Head of Religious Education Mrs 
Siobhan McCarry and all the staff 
and students present.
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Year 14 students - the class of 
2012 - and their parents celebrated 
the end of seven happy years at 
Loreto College with the teaching 
staff of the school at a special 
Mass held on the evening of 
Thursday 10th May, celebrated 
by Father Raymond McCullagh. 
The theme of the Mass was ‘To 
Infinity and Beyond’, inspired 
by the Disney/Pixar ‘Toy Story’ 
films. The Mass celebrated the 
friendship the students (and their 
teachers) have shared, something 
which we hope is not to be left 
behind as the students close the 
classroom doors for the last time. 
As the students finish timetabled 
lessons and face the challenges of 
the A2 examinations, the evening 
was an opportunity to reflect on 
happy memories, with laughter, 
tears, song and prayer.  There were 
moving and uplifting speeches 
from Head Girl Anna Breslin, 
Head Boy Conal Gormley, Head 
of Year 14 Mrs Catherine Doherty 
and College Principal Mr Michael 
James. Musical contributions 
from a group of talented singers 
and instrumentalists lent a tone of 
emotional reflection to the evening, 
which concluded with a big-screen 
display of photos from throughout 
the seven years which the class of 
2012 spent at Loreto.

LEAVERS’ MASS FOR YEAR 14 CELEBRATED 
AT LORETO COLLEGE

Earlier in the week, Masses also had 
been celebrated for our Year 12 and 
Year 13 examination classes.  As 
the examination period approaches, 
everyone at Loreto College wishes 
our Year 12, 13 and 14 students 
perseverance in their studies and 
every success in their examinations 
- and beyond.

Our Head Girl, Anna Breslin, and 
Head Boy, Conal Gormley, gave 
these speeches at the end of their 
Leavers’ Mass…

We are young. The world is opening 
up before us. 

These are words from the weekly 
prayer, which has guided us through 
our seven years at Loreto College 
Coleraine. 

We came to Loreto in September 
2005 as small children, with 
enormous rucksacks on our backs 
and drowned by our royal blue 
uniforms, which we were all assured 
‘You’ll grow into!’ Although some 
of us may not have grown much 

in height, we have definitely grown 
in independence and maturity, 
although our maturity may be 
questionable following a recent 
incident involving Conal our Head 
Boy, Clingfilm and a table. The more 
cynical teachers –and believe it or 
not, we do have some- could still 
be forgiven for agreeing with Buzz 
Lightyear and thinking that ‘there 
seems to be no sign of intelligent 
life anywhere.’

As we made our way through 
the Junior School we forged 
friendships, made tack pullers, 
and counted Smarties. Some of 
us collected merits, while others 
collected bad notes, but somehow 
we have all ended up here together 
tonight. It seems like a lifetime ago 
when we attempted to study an 
outrageous 17 subjects, gradually 
whittling this down to the three 
or four we study today.  We have 
spent endless hours on buses 
over the last seven years, being 
transported to and from school, 
participating in sports, competing 
in various events and going on 
field-trips, reaching a climax with 
a visit to the ultimate destination, 
the Giant’s Causeway. However, I 
should also point out that some of 
us were fortunate enough to get on 
airplanes and travel further afield to 
France, Germany and Spain.
Mrs Ahern as Head of Year guided 
us through our first five years at 
Loreto. She inspired, persuaded, 
educated and, in all cases, 
mothered us. You knew you were in 
trouble if you were on the receiving 

Farewell 
to the Class of 2012

end of her notorious, piercing 
stare. But she is a fair woman. 
She handed out make-up wipes, 
detentions and praise, all with equal 
vigour. I’m sure any of the aspiring 
teachers in our year would be proud 
to become half the teacher she is.
The legend that was Mr McKenna 
took over for a year until he retired, 
which was hopefully not down to 
us! We have all missed his quirky 
sense of humour, his unmistakable 
laugh and his enthusiasm for life.

Mrs Doherty took over for the 
final hurdle, which was no mean 
feat. She described our year as a 
‘lively bunch’ which was certainly 
confirmed after her visits to the 
common room after lunch. She 
owes her considerable success 
to dedication, persistence and, of 
course, teabags.

There are so many things I will miss 
about Loreto, but most of all, I will 
miss the people.

Some things however I will not 
miss: having to wear a uniform, 
the congestion in the corridors, 
but, above all, the fear of being hit 
on the head by an orange hurled 
across the common room by Nicky 
McKeague.

We have learnt a lot in our time here 
at Loreto: we know that James 
Bannon has found every hiding 
place in the school; Tom Diamond’s 
favourite word is racy and Matthew 
Mailey would always like to say a 
few words.

I think it’s also safe to say that in 

years to come we will look back 
on a lot of great memories: the 
mysterious green hand prints in the 
kitchen, Kieran Kelly’s infamous 
cable ties and who can forget the 
day Paul Allen ripped his trousers 
doing squats with Darryl Wills? 
Our year in itself has quite an array 
of talent: a fireman in training, a 3 
time all-star, an international soccer 
player, our infamous apprentice, 
musicians, actors and much, much 
more.   Nor should the academic 
achievements of our year group be 
overlooked. With so much talent, 
the world is our oyster, so Mr 
Lenehan’s annual advice to ‘reach 
for the stars’, clearly inspired by 
S Club 7, was obviously taken to 
heart. 

It has been said that ‘When it 
comes to the future, there are 
three kinds of people: those who 
let it happen, those who make it 
happen, and those who wonder 
what happened.’ No doubt our year 
includes all three kinds, but what 
we all owe to Loreto is, I believe, 
one indefinable and invaluable ability 
as paraphrased by Buzz Lightyear 
himself:

‘This isn’t flying, this is falling 
with style.’ We all hope to fly, but 
I believe that Loreto has taught us 
not to fall but to live with style - 
sincere and yet joyful, appreciative 
of others and of the just and free 
society in which we live. 

Loreto has provided all of us with an 
invaluable education, an invaluable 
experience and invaluable friends. 
The school has brought out the 

best in all of us as pupils and the 
staff have always encouraged us to 
become the best that we can be. 
We have every reason to be hopeful 
and excited about our future. 

This is what we know. We know 
that we have the total backing and 
support of our parents who have 
helped and guided us to this point. 
We know that, in Loreto, we have 
had the opportunity of an excellent 
education at one of the best 
schools in the country, pastoral care 
beyond compare, and standards 
that do not compromise ethics or 
aspiration. At Loreto, we have been 
given the best chance and brightest 
opportunity we could have been 
given.  We know that hard work 
brings rewards.  We know that the 
people of this school have achieved 
greatness time and time again. 

From the moment I set foot in 
Loreto I felt comfortable and at 
home and I have done so ever 
since. I have enjoyed every second 
of my time at Loreto and I am sure 
you all would agree that it feels like 
only yesterday when we walked 
through the school gates for the first 
time. As they say, ‘time flies when 
you’re having fun’.

For this, myself and all my fellow 
space rangers owe the most 
sincere thanks and appreciation 
to our very own star command Mr 
James, Miss Toner, Mr Gallagher, all 
the staff and, above all, our parents.
‘There are many paths that we 
could take, help each of us to 
choose the one that is right.’
Thank you.

Anna Breslin
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Well I guess that’s school done. 
Been there, done that, worn the 
uniform! Probably not a bad thing 
that it’s the last time we’ll have to 
endure the bus ride home with 
a noisy bunch of 11 year olds or 
always be made to walk on the left 
hand side of a corridor! 

Over the years here at Loreto we’ve 
always been made to feel at home. 
Mrs Ahern was our mother from 
Year 8 until Year 12 and cared 
for us like one, but also shouted 
like one when it was needed. In 
September 2005 we entered this 
daunting maze of corridors and 
tall people and navigated our way 
round until eventually we found the 
classroom we were meant to be 
in. One particular memory I have of 
being a junior is being sent towards 
History via the school’s very own 
swimming pool. To this year I’ve yet 
to be able to locate it, but it was 
only this week that I finally realised 
what the seniors really meant by 
the swimming pool, or in layman’s 
terms, THE POND.

A lot has changed since 2005, with 
a new principal, new teachers and 
new pupils, but we as a year group 
haven’t changed but have grown 
stronger together. We have done 
many things, made many friends 
and acquired many memories. 
Alongside this we’ve learned both 
inside and outside the classroom 
but also had a bit of fun along the 
way. And isn’t that what school is all 
about?

Although there may be some things 
that we won’t miss when we leave 
Loreto I think that there will be many 
more things that we will. We will 

miss the craic at lunch time, 
whether it’s the relocation 
of the fridge to a windowsill 
behind a curtain, much to poor 
Mrs Doherty’s alarm, or the 
general messing about we still 
do at 18 years of age when 
we’re technically classified 
as adults, especially the aptly 
named Hellfire Club!

We’ll also miss the excellent 
teachers, who wait on us 

hand and foot so that we can 
go on to achieve our potential in 
every aspect of our future. If that 
means holding after-school classes, 
preparing online resources or giving 
us more homework, you can bet 
your bottom dollar they’ve done it! 
We as a year group would like to 
thank all the staff of the school for 
moulding us into the people we are 
today. 

I on behalf of all of the class of 2012 
would like to give a special thanks 
to Mrs Doherty our Head of Year 14 
who has had to put up with us over 
the last year. She has guided us, or 
at least tried her best to steer us, in 
the right direction even if it did mean 
bribing us to tidy up our common 
room with an extra common room 
period after lunch. She has given us 
loans for milk and bread while also 
throwing in a few free packets of 
biscuits but, more importantly, she’s 
always stood by our side even when 
the common room was a biohazard 
risk because of the mess!

 However there is another group of 
people that have played a crucial 
role in our development. And they 
sit opposite us, in this hall today. 
They are our parents: they know 
our good points and our bad ones 
but they too, just like teachers, have 
always stood by our side. They’ve 
supported us along the way in 
everything we do and again, on 
behalf of us all, I say, ‘Thank you.’

I mentioned that we all have 
many memories of our time here 
at Loreto. Here’s a few that will 
hopefully bring back all the good 
times we have shared:

There was the time Mr Lenehan 
was trying to describe a well known 
local character in one of our senior 
assemblies and then proceeded to 
basically give a self description, and 
also the time he told all the boys to 
‘stop snowing throwballs!’ 

There’s the time Darryl Wills 
squeezed into a skinny black dress 
and Conor Donnelly casually wore 
a hotdog suit in the senior study! 
Not to mention Sam Boylan and 
Niall Kealy’s double act with a 
cloak round their shoulders and, 
of course, the ledgendary Daniel 
Brown Chant!  

This may well be the last time we 
are gathered in this hall as a year 
group but the friendships we have 
made throughout our seven years 
here at Loreto, with both pupils and 
teachers alike, will live long in our 
hearts and in our memories. 

Before I finish up this evening, there 
are three main things that my A level 
teachers have taught me, apart 
from their individual subjects, which 
I think can benefit us all:

1.) Always go beyond your call of 
duty and Mr Scullion is the best 
example of this in the school 
with his classic line, ‘This isn’t 
on your specification but I’m 
going to teach it to you any 
way.’

2.) Always be able to laugh at 
yourself and with others. Mr 
McGouran is always making 
faces, telling stories and 
slagging people off, including 
his own family members. Half 
the time I don’t even know if 
his stories are true or not but at 
least it keeps us entertained!

3.) And finally before I leave you 
tonight, in the words of Mrs 
Geraldine Doherty, as she 
always says without fail before 
each of us leave her biology 
room: 

‘Good luck, God bless and all
the best in the future!’

Conal Gormley

The closing of the 2011-2012 
academic year was marked at 
Loreto College on 26th June with 
a Mass to celebrate the successes 
and the friendship of the past 
12 months at the Castlerock 
Road school.  Celebrated by Rev 
Father Rory Sheehan, the Mass 
was themed around the Olympic 
Games, with the motto ‘Inspiring a 
Generation’.

At the Mass, several members of 
staff who have inspired numerous 
generations of Loreto College 
students were celebrated as they 
approach retirement and take their 
leave of Loreto College.  Tributes 
were paid to Mr Brendan Mullan, 
School Caretaker, Mrs Valerie 
Maxwell, School Secretary and 
Mr John Montgomery, Chemistry 
Technician, all of whom have 

END OF YEAR MASS MARKS
LORETO COLLEGE RETIREMENTS

devoted many years of service to 
the school.  In particular, though, 
everyone at Loreto College wished 
to express their heartfelt thanks to 
two teachers, Mrs Eileen Diamond 
and Mrs Aideen Ahern, who have, 
respectively, served for 33 years 
and 34 years on the teaching 
staff.  Mrs Aideen Ahern has taught 
English at Loreto College since 
1978, and has been a leading figure 
in the pastoral care of the school, 
as a long-serving Year Head, 
teacher in charge of Daily Pupil 
Welfare and of Child Protection.  
Mrs Eileen Diamond, meanwhile, 
since her appointment in 1979, has 
taught Modern Languages, English, 
History and Careers.  Both Mrs 
Ahern and Mrs Diamond are former 
students of Loreto College and so 
have a lifetime’s association with 
the College.  

Speaking on behalf of all the staff 
and of the Senior Leadership Team, 
Miss Belinda Toner, Vice Principal, 
expressed her gratitude to all of 
those members of staff who were 
retiring.  Paying tribute to Mrs Valerie 
Maxwell, Mr John Montgomery and 
Mr Brendan Mullan, Miss Toner 
commented that the service offered 
to the College’s students could not 
be as excellent as it was without the 
dedication and professionalism of 
excellent support staff such as these 
three people who would be greatly 
missed.  Speaking of Mrs Aideen 
Ahern and Mrs Eileen Diamond, 
Miss Toner commented that 
everyone in Loreto College, students 
and staff, would miss their wisdom, 
their knowledge, their caring and 
dedicated approach to everything 
they did and their tremendous 
humour and sense of fun.
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A week-long run of the well-known 
musical ‘Guys and Dolls’ was a 
highlight of the Autumn Term at 
Loreto College Coleraine from 10th-
14th October 2011.

With two matinees, the first for 
pupils from local Primary Schools 
and the second for Loreto College’s 
own Year 8-10 students, followed 
by four evening performances 
to packed houses, the hard-
working cast, crew and directors 
of this lively, happy show provided 
tremendous entertainment for 
all those lucky enough to see it.  
Directed by Mrs Oonah McEwan 
(Head of Drama) and Musical 
Director Mr Howard Gillespie, 
‘Guys and Dolls’ offered something 
for everyone: humour, pathos, 
romance, the redemption of a way 
of life and the winning through 
of true love.  Along the way, the 
audience enjoyed some superb 
performances from a cast whose 
levels of talent and dedication 
belied their youthful age.  A set of 
two alternate casts took the 
leading parts.  Both Niamh 
Meehan (Y13) and Ruth 
Bleakley (Y12) brought a 
serene steadfastness 
to the role of 
Sergeant Sarah 
Brown, each 
combining beauty 
of voice with a calm 
stage persona and 
showing a mature 
judgement in the 
development of 
Sarah’s complex 
character.  As 
Sarah’s love 
interest, Sky 
Masterson, 
both John 
McLister (Y13) and 
Darryl Wills (Y14) 
were suave and 
convincing as the 
gambler-turned-good: 

MUSIC AND DRAMA

STUNNING ‘GUYS AND DOLLS’ 
AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

both Darryl and John produced 
subtle performances in their 
interpretations of a man whose 
interests and principles shift as his 
heart is unexpectedly won.  As a 
foil to this couple we have Miss 
Adelaide Adams (of the Hot Box 
Dance Troupe) and Mr Nathan 
Detroit.  Appearing as this couple at 
alternate performances were Una-
Marie Darragh and Ruairi Mooney 
(both Y13), and Maria Mooney 
and Conor Doherty-Greene (both 
Y14).  All four combined comic 
timing with genuine pathos as 
the long-term couple who hadn’t 
quite got around to getting married 
through the course of a fourteen-
year engagement.  Both Adelaide/
Nathan couples lit up the stage with 
witty delivery, comic timing and a 
convincing chemistry of partnership.  

Other stars of the Loreto 
production of ‘Guys and Dolls’ 
included Ben Levy (Y12) as Nicely 
Nicely Johnston: in a comic part, 
Ben combined some fine vocal 

performances with a witty portrayal 
of an endearingly eccentric 
character on the fringes of the New 
York gambling fraternity.  Among 
the other gamblers there were some 
stand-out leading performances 
from Fergus Kelly (Y12), Conor 
Carlin (Y12) and Lucas Levy (Y11) 
as well as Conor Donnelly (Y14) as 
the occasionally menacing visitor 
Big Jule from Chicago.  Trying to 
keep these men (and many others) 
in some kind of order was the 
occasionally bewildered, trench-
coated police officer Lieutenant 
Brannigan, played by Peter Reid 
(Y14), who miraculously combined 
the long-limbed walk of Basil Fawlty 
with a knowing air of the officer 
often outwitted, which was implied 
in a resigned style of delivery.  
Adored by the gamblers and 
admired by the audience were the 
dancers at the Hot Box Cabaret: 
led by Alex Brownlow (Y14), Katie 
Burns (Y14) and Rosanna McAleese 
(Y12), the dancers performed with 
great aplomb and glamour through 

a series of numbers through the 
course of the show.  Showing the 
ensemble strength of the cast, 
these dancers were just one of five 
choruses: audiences were hugely 
impressed by the boys’ chorus 
(gangsters and gamblers but 
remarkably adept at both singing 
and dancing), the Mission Band, 
and the Senior and Junior girls’ 
choruses throughout the show.
At the head of the Mission Band 
was Arvide Abernathy, and Shane 
Phillips (Y13) brought a seriousness 
and a gravitas to this role which was 
a challenge to such a young actor.  
Alongside him was Olivia McCullagh 
(Y12) as General Cartwright of 
the Save-A-Soul Foundation: 
Olivia managed to seem by turns 
terrifying, compassionate and even 
witty in a memorable cameo.  Ciara 
Brankin (Y14) also shone as another 
Mission leader, always ready with a 
cup of coffee for Arvide or a piece 
of advice for Sergeant Sarah.  
‘Guys and Dolls’, with its message 
of the redemption of love and 

forgiveness, was an uplifting show 
for the darkening autumn evenings.  
With well-known songs such as 
‘Luck be a Lady’, ‘A Bushel and a 
Peck’, ‘If I were a Bell’, ‘Sit Down 
you’re Rocking the Boat’ and 
‘Marry the Man Today’, the Loreto 
production was colourful, joyful 
and often exuberant, combining 
tremendous energy of ensemble 
performance with subtlety of leading 
actors and some really exceptional 
singing performances.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
all members of the cast, crew, 
orchestra, backstage and front 
of house teams and in particular 
to members of staff Mrs Oonah 
McEwan (Director), Mr Howard 
Gillespie (Musical Director), Mrs 
Katrina Brolly (Costumes Manager), 
Mrs Lorraine McCool (Props 
Manager), Mr Paul Cunning (Scenic 
Artist) and Ms Julie Wilson (Stage 
Manager) on a production of an 
exceptionally high standard.  

Mrs C Little

THE ROAR OF THE CROWD, THE 
SMELL OF THE PAN STICK…
When I first auditioned for Guys and 
Dolls, I was going for moral support 
with some friends.  I didn’t know 
what I was signing up for.  No – 
really.  To some people, a musical 
is their idea of hell.  But, idealistic 
fool as I was, I was drawn in by the 
fun I’d have with my friends, and the 
free Haribos.

What I didn’t know was that I’d 
spend hours in the Assembly Hall 
singing and practising cues (which 
the Mission Band wasn’t particularly 
organised about).  I had an inkling 
of such occasions before – I had 
been in a version of Joseph and 
his Technicolour Dreamcoat at 
primary school, but again, nothing 
could have prepared me for this.  
Not even the sound of my siblings’ 
derisive laughter when I told them I 
had auditioned.  I really had no idea 
what I was walking into: the copious 
hours spent backstage; the cries of 
‘Where’s this? Where’s that?’ from 
both students and teachers alike; 
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the hours upon hours of rehearsal… 
Sit Down You’re Rocking the Boat 
had about six incarnations before 
the choreography was finally 
decided.

The iron fist of Ms Wilson and the 
backstage crew was a particular 
terror.  Woe betide anyone who 
talked in the wings or got in the way 
of scene changes.  Even the most 
sweet-tempered of the teachers 
had their tempers tried by our 
antics.  We were ‘high-spirited’… 
not the best attribute when we were 
supposed to be quiet.

And the costumes.  I was a part of 
the Mission Band, who someone in 
the costume department really had 
it in for.  Our costumes weren’t the 
worst or most embarrassing (the 
Hot Box reserve that right), they 
looked really good, but they were 
so uncomfortably warm.  Every 
rehearsal, it was a mad scramble to 
get a hat that didn’t boil your head 
like a potato – they were, for some 
strange reason, made of tinfoil.  

They quite simply fried your head, 
on and off stage.  Literally.  I envied 
the others in their light dresses.  I 
was surprised that by the end of 
the show’s run, none of the Mission 
Band had fainted due to heatstroke.  
Small miracles, I suppose.

And as the date grew closer and 
closer, everyone began to feel the 
heat (the Mission Band had felt 
it long ago, due to our tin ‘hats’). 
Rehearsals grew in number and our 
first run-throughs probably made 
Mrs McEwan want to run through 
us.

And then the dreaded days arrived.  
First the matinee, then the opening 
night, all the way to the last night.  
In my memory, that week was like 
a roller-coaster – it happened so 
fast.  Opening night is the most 
memorable for me.  It was so 
nerve-wracking beforehand, rushing 
around getting your costumes and 
make-up, practising your lines and 
making sure you didn’t lose any 
props – I had a tambourine which 

I had fought for (not really)… but I 
constantly lost it.  Alas, time was 
short.  All too soon, the seats were 
filling and we were pulled into a 
dressing room for a pre-show pep 
talk. 

Then it began.  We all stepped onto 
the stage for the opening scene, 
and the next few hours were a 
blaze of colour, yelling and running 
around for the cues.  To say I was 
relieved after the first show was 
over was an understatement, soon 
diminished by the realisation that 
yes – it was opening night.  I had 
another three shows to do.  And 
the same happened for the next few 
nights, still the same heady rush of 
adrenalin and nerves.

When the final show arrived I think 
the whole cast and crew gave a 
collective sigh of relief.  It had been 
a lot of hard work and I think we 
were all glad – at least, I was – that 
it was over.  It had been brilliant, 
but all good things must come to 
an end and for some of us, it wasn’t 

fast enough.  Especially for the poor 
teachers who had had to keep us 
under control backstage.  But it 
was over.  There were many hugs 
and tears shed – of happiness and 
sorrow, I couldn’t discern.  Gone 
were the days of Guys and Dolls, it 
was now back to normal.  Sarcastic 
I may sound here, but I genuinely 
had a lot of fun.  I made new friends 
and created some extremely wacky, 
but brilliant memories.

Was I mad to do it?  Yes.

Would I do it again?  Definitely.
Maria McQuillan Y11

A BACKSTAGE 
VIEW OF 

‘GUYS AND DOLLS’

Lights! Camera! Action! Oh, hold 
on…that’s not right is it? Break 
a leg? Something like that, I’m 
not accustomed to all this ‘West 
End’ jargon. However, this year I 
participated in Loreto’s production 
of Guys and Dolls! 

During my school life the drama 
department had always been a 
destination I particularly dreaded 
visiting. I had always been awful 
at shedding my inhibitions and 
had endless admiration for those 
who shone out in front of their 
classmates, radiating confidence, 
able to become different roles 
and recreate immortal characters. 
Things that I tried and unwaveringly 
failed. 

Nevertheless, feeling barely but 
noticeably optimistic, I decided to 
audition for a place in the chorus 
of the musical because, as I 
repeatedly told myself beforehand, 
it couldn’t hurt to try. And so, before 
I could talk myself out of it or faint, 
and prior to my lunch, that seemed 
to be suspiciously creeping up my 
oesophagus, almost appearing 
in front of Mr Gillespie, I had 
auditioned, run out of the Assembly 
Hall and awaited the construction of 
the cast-list.

Well it turns out I got in. Let’s be 
honest, I wasn’t expecting it, but 
I’ve never been one to turn down 
an opportunity to partake and meet 
new people. Which, as it happens, 
is exactly what I did. I had expected 
weeks of gruelling rehearsals and 
hours of refining clichéd dance 
sequences with overly excited girly 
girls and their begrudging male 
partners, but this was not the 
case. Yes of course we practised 
and prepared and polished our 
performances, but nothing seemed 
like a chore and everyone I met 
was so welcoming and, let’s face 
it, downright hilarious, that no 
one could have helped enjoying 
themselves. 

I never really was any good at 
remembering things, hence the 
overuse of my homework diary, so 
my memories of the musical aren’t 
extremely distinct. I do, however, 
recall two months of making friends, 
awfully bad jokes, garishly fanatical 
laughter (sadly this was usually my 
own) and some truly horrid renditions 

of Lil John’s ‘Get Low’. In short, two 
months of unmitigated fun.

Guys and Dolls had been a hit! 
It had been a hit with all the 
grannies and grand-dads, with all 
the teachers, students and past 
pupils that had come to see it. 
Most importantly, though, it had 
been a hit with all of us. Those 
who took part in the musical in 
any way will assuredly never forget 
the enjoyment, excitement and 
anticipation that Guys and Dolls had 
brought with it. The hysterical times 
when the unthinkable happened, 
like the ripping off of a ‘Hot-Box’ 
skirt revealing the fact that the 
wearer of the now stripped-off 
garment, was not actually sporting 
skin concealing tights, but was, in 
fact, dancing in her underwear. The 
‘heart attack’ times, for example 
when a certain young actor in fifth 
year whose name rhymes with pen, 
decided to forget his cue, again. 
These times we all experienced 
together. The times that we spent 
with each other had allowed us 
to create new comrades and 
companions, all formed because of 
the musical. Friends that I hope I will 
(dreadfully) sing and laugh with for 
many years to come. 

Yes, Guy and Dolls had been a 
hit, but not just because cues 
and lines were (most of the time) 
remembered. It had been a 
hit because, most importantly, 
the teachers and pupils who 
contributed to the musical had 
enjoyed and loved every second of 
it.

Caoimhe Cooke Y12
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LORETO COLLEGE CHOIR
ENTERTAIN CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS

The Junior Choir from Loreto College Coleraine 
entertained Christmas shoppers in the foyer of 
Sainsbury’s supermarket at the Riverside Retail Park on 
Thursday 15th December.

The Choir, under the baton of Choirmaster Mr 
Howard Gillespie, assisted by Mrs Annie Sharkey, was 
accompanied by Year 14 student Emma Kelly.  Several 
soloists performed with the choir, including Ben Levy 
(Year 12) whose rendition of ‘When a Child is Born’ was 
particularly popular with the audience.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to the choir, soloists and their teachers for 
providing a memorable afternoon’s entertainment for 
local shoppers.

SUCCESS FOR LORETO DRAMA STUDENTS
IN COLERAINE FESTIVAL

Six outstanding Drama students 
from Loreto College Coleraine won 
numerous top awards at the annual 
Coleraine Festival. 
 
Ben Levy, who is in Year 12 and 
currently studying Drama among his 
GCSE subjects, won an impressive 
array of awards.  These included: 
the Bernadette Higgins Speech 
Award for the best performance 
in the Drama classes; the Lynda 
Jane Memorial Cup for the most 
memorable performance in classes 
213-234; the Owen Quigg Award 

of £100 awarded for the competitor 
over 14 showing the most promise 
(for the third consecutive year); and 
the Senior Festival Cup.  Ben also 
won the Set Poem, Solo Drama and 
Shakespeare Solo classes in his 
age group and was named Senior 
Prizewinner of the year among all 
prizewinners in the senior age-
groups. 

Conal McGinley, a Year 11 student 
at Loreto College, also brought 
home an impressive array of 

trophies and medals from the 
Festival.  Conal took first place 
in the Set Poem class, first place 
in the Favourite Poem class, first 
place in the Duologue class, first 
place in the Quick Study and Prose 
Unseen classes and, for the second 
consecutive year, won the much-
coveted trophy for performance of 
a Shakespeare solo. Not content 
with all of these awards, Conal also 
won the prize for the Best Reading 
of Prose Unseen and the Junior 
Festival Cup. 
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Year 10 student Rhianna Gardiner, 
an extremely enthusiastic participant 
in Junior Drama at Loreto, won first 
place in the Set Poem class in the 
14-15 girls’ age group.  Showing 
tremendous promise for the future 
were three highly enthusiastic and 
talented Year 9 Loreto students: 
Aoife Carr, Emma Crossley and 

Alexandra McGinley.  Aoife Carr 
took first place in the Junior Recital 
class in her age group, as well as 
first place in the Set Poem class.  
Aoife also took second place in 
the Age 12-13 Solo Drama class 
and the Favourite Poem class 
in the same age group. Finally, 
Aoife was the winner of the Junior 

Prizewinners’ award for all award-
winners in the under 16 age group 
in the Festival. Emma Crossley took 
first place in her age group in the 
Quick Study class, first place in 
the Ballad Speaking class and first 
place in the Bible Reading class, 
as well as taking second place in 
the Duologue class, third place in 
in the Solo Drama class, and third 
place in the Senior Prizewinners’ 
competition. Meanwhile, Alex 
McGinley took second place in the 
Set Poem class and third place in 
the Favourite Poem class.  
 
All six students were congratulated 
on these superb achievements, and 
for their tremendous enthusiasm 
for Drama, by Mrs Oonah McEwan, 
Head of Drama at Loreto College, 
and by Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, on behalf of all the staff 
and students of the school.

SPRING CONCERT SHOWCASES MUSICAL TALENT
AT LORETO COLLEGE

The annual Spring Concert took 
place at Loreto College Coleraine on 
the evening of Tuesday 27th March 
2012, showcasing the considerable 
musical and dramatic talent among 
the College’s students.  Loreto 
College has a long-held tradition 
of excellence in Music and Drama, 
strong and vibrant aspects of 
the wide range of curricular and 
extra-curricular experiences on 
offer to students at this prestigious 
voluntary grammar school.   
  
The concert featured several fine 
performances from the College’s 
Senior and Junior choirs.  Both 
choirs have a long-established 
reputation, having taken many 
awards over the years at Music 
Festivals both locally and further 
afield.  Also on display were some 
of the vocal talents of a number 
of soloists: Katherine Giddins, 
Rebecca Kealey, Alex Brownlow 
and Sarah-Jayne McGill. Several 

vocal ensembles also performed: 
a Year 12 group comprising Olivia 
McCullagh, Rosanna McAleese, 
Saryah McCrossan, Ellen 
Thompson and Ruth Bleakley, and 
a Year 11 group comprising Hannah 
McMullan, Clodagh McBride 
and Mairead Carey, who were 
accompanied on piano and harp by 
Ben Levy and Caoimhe Cooke. 

There were also piano solos of an 
impressive standard by Rachel 
O’Kane, Rachel Kelly, Orla Quigg 
and Emma Kelly, a solo trumpet 
performance by Finn Lestas as 
well as performances by traditional 
harpists Lauren O’Neill, Caoimhe 
Cooke and Cariosa O’Harte, and a 
String Ensemble comprising Emma 
Kelly, Maria McLaughlin, Eimear 
Dillon, Rachel Kelly and Anna 
Breslin.   Many of the ensemble 
and solo performances were 
accompanied by Year 14 student 
Emma Kelly and Year 12 student 

Ben Levy, both of whom responded 
with sensitivity and expertise to 
the complex task of effective 
accompaniment.  
 
The capacity audience in the 
College Hall also enjoyed the visual 
spectacle of a variety of dance 
performances.  Two Irish dancing 
groups performed intricately 
choreographed Riverdance-
style routines. Another highlight 
of the evening came with two 
monologues, one from The Prime 
of Miss Jean Brodie and one from 
The Field, performed by A level 
Theatre Studies students Catherine 
McLaughlin and Conor Carlin, 
in performances which ranged 
from tragedy to comedy, showing 
tremendous dramatic range and 
sophistication. 
 
Finally, a number of instrumental 
ensembles were on hand to display 
their combined talents.  Drawn 

largely from the Junior school, the 
School Orchestra performed a 
tuneful and lively medley. Traditional 
music was a significant feature 
of the evening, with the College’s 
immensely talented Traditional 
Group delighting the audience.  
 
Congratulating Head of Music Miss 
Roisin Stewart, Music Teacher Mr 
Stephen Gallagher, Choirmaster 
Mr Howard Gillespie, Head of 
Drama Mrs Oonah McEwan, and 
the various instrumental tutors and 
Irish dancing choreographers, Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, commented that the Spring 
Concert had been a memorable 
display of tremendous talent, 
offering something for the musical 
and dramatic taste of everyone in 
the audience.

THE SPRING 
CONCERT FROM 

BEHIND THE 
SCENES

When Christmas celebrations end,
And when the next term starts,
Loreto once again puts on
Its tribute to the arts.

And on that night, for all who come,
And sit upon the seats,
The evening truly brings those there
A hoard of special treats.

There are wondrous orchestras and 
choirs,
Pianists and Irish Dance,
There’s soloists who leave
The audience in a spellbound 
trance.

There’s solo instrumentalists
And monologues galore.
There are all of these performances

And many many more.

And when the concert has gone 
well
And all the audience leave
Nobody will forget what all
Our hard work did achieve.

For though the stress and nerves 
ran high
And lots of work was done.
When one looks back upon each 
show.
We know it was great fun!

Ben Levy Y12
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LORETO SCOOPS TOP PRIZE
IN TRANSLINK SAFETY COMPETITION

Translink and award-winning local 
musical theatre company Music 
Theatre 4 Youth, awarded the 
Schools Safety Challenge top prize 
to a Year 11 drama class from 
Loreto College, Coleraine.  The 
class of 12 fourteen and fifteen year 
olds spent a weekend workshop on 
March 24th and 25th with a West 
End director and choreographer 
creating their own original piece 
of safety-themed musical theatre 
which they performed on stage in 
Belfast on April 12th.    
 
The ‘Translink Schools Safety 
Challenge’ which was launched in 
October 2011 and is supported 
by the Arts & Business investment 
programme, was designed to 
promote the safe use of rail travel 
to post primary pupils. It was open 
to drama classes, performance 
groups or anyone aged 11-15 
and interested in dance, music or 
theatre and groups were challenged 
to devise a performance that 
highlights the dangers of trains and 
railway lines and email a short film 
of their ideas to Translink.   
 

Lynda Shannon, Communications 
Manager for Translink said, ‘We were 
delighted to see how the rail safety 
theme was interpreted so creatively 
by young people who have given 
us some great insights into their 
perceptions of “right” and “wrong” 
behaviour on or near rail tracks.  
The standard of all the short pieces 
submitted was outstanding, however 
Loreto’s entry was exceptional in 
terms of its ideas and execution.’ 
 
Syd Ralph, West End artistic 
director, who has worked on 
projects in Northern Ireland such 
as ‘Annie Get your Gun’ said, ‘The 
group from Loreto, Coleraine, was 
the only team that used all the 
disciplines of music theatre: singing; 
physical theatre and drama. They 
showed that they had a talent 
for all three and this gave them 
a head start in the competition. 
Their winning piece was dramatic, 
engaging and performed with great 
assurance.  We could see that, 
without exception, the whole group 
would greatly benefit from working 
alongside their Music Theatre 4 

Youth contemporaries.’ 
 
Mrs Oonah McEwan, Head of 
Drama at Loreto Coleraine said, 
‘I am so proud of the students 
for winning the competition and 
delighted they have been given the 
opportunity by Translink to work 
with musical theatre professionals.  
The workshop gave them a real 
insight into a career on the stage.  
All of the staff at Loreto were very 
proud of what the group achieved in 
the final production on April 12th.’ 
 
Syd worked with Paul Madden 
(West End Choreographer) and 
Dominic Stitchbury,(West End 
Musical Director) to create their 
devised piece which they performed 
in front of a specially invited 
audience in Belfast on April 12th.    
 
To view the entries to the Schools 
Safety Challenge go to www.
translink.co.uk/railsafetychallenge 
www.youtube.com/user/TranslinkNI 
or contact the Translink press office 
on 028 90899455 for a copy of its 
safety DVD. 

A2 DRAMA PERFORMANCES 2012

On Wednesday the 15th March, a 
number of Year 14 Drama students 
performed their A Level Drama 
practical exam. As the family and 
friends of the actors filed into the 
Drama theatre, we were met by an 
over excited Mrs McEwan (Head 
of Drama) and Mrs McCool (Drama 
Teacher) just as excited as Mrs 
McEwan. The families and friends 
all looked about to see who was 
there- even I had a nosey peak at 
who had come to see it, checking 
for familiar faces I had seen around 
the corridors of Loreto. ‘Good 
evening, everyone,’ Mrs McEwan 
shouted, as she proceeded to do 
the ‘Welcome to Loreto’ speech, 
which she does so well! 

The first play commenced.  Sam 
Boylan, Daryl Willis, Alex Brownlow 
and Conor Donnelly took to the 
stage; the lights dimmed, the noise 
faded away to nothing and the 
family and friends all awaited the 
beginning of the play. From what I 
could make out, the main part of 
the story was about Sam, who had 
fought in the Falklands War and had 
lost a close friend during it. He was 
in denial and was hallucinating that 
his friend was there with him. The 
background story was about how 
Daryl, having lost his job because 
of the economy, had begun to beat 
his wife, played by Alex. I am not 
quite sure whether to blame my bad 
powers of deduction, or the cast, 
for my lack of knowledge about 
the storyline. I was particularly 
impressed with Sam, and I thought 
that he suited his character 
well, and he portrayed him very 
convincingly throughout the play. 
His accent was good, although 
from time to time the Coleraine 
accent slipped through. Daryl, well, 
he was good as always, though he 
lacked emotion in his character, but 
I mustn’t take away from his great 
acting. 

Alex Brownlow played her character 
with ease, the Liverpudlian accent 
was fantastic, and she really got into 
her character, allowing her to show 
real emotion. Conor Donnelly was 
a perfect match for his character: a 
real patriotic being, who would do 
anything for his Queen and country. 
Emotion was shown throughout 
his performance, and his English 
accent didn’t fail to impress! The 
only negative thing I would have to 
say about the play would be the 
level of strong language contained 
in it, so it definitely wasn’t for the 
faint hearted. 

The lights came back on and Mrs 
McEwan called from the back, 
saying, ‘Could you all please 
make your way to the hall now, 
for the second performance of the 
evening.’ Suddenly it became like 
the Lammas Fair as everybody tried 
to get to the hall, to ensure they had 
the best seats possible. The second 
play of the evening was about the 
downfall of the NHS, but it taught a 
more poignant lesson, that Doctors 
fail to accept medical care for their 
illness, which was highlighted by 
the cast members in dialogue at the 
end. The cast, which consisted of 
Peter Reid, Marcy Armstrong, Olivia 
Doherty, Laura Christie and Stephen 
McNicholl, began by parading into 
the hall in mobility scooters, except 
for Peter who was seated at a desk 
on the stage. The amusement at 
this opening scene told everyone 
that it was going to adopt a much 
lighter tone than the first play. 

Music came from nowhere, and the 
audience roared with laughter as 
Marcy, Olivia, Laura and Stephen 
performed an exciting dance 
routine. I think everyone there would 
agree that Peter Reid stole the 
stage, with his impersonation of 
Dame Maggie Smith, in the middle 
of the play, and his witty comebacks 

and subtle jokes throughout the 
play, made it all the more enjoyable 
to watch. I was surprised to hear 
that Peter had both written and 
produced the play. Overall, it 
was enjoyable and hilarious, but 
managed to get a point across at 
the same time. Olivia Doherty, for 
me anyway, was a close second 
to Peter: in her mixed roles of 
psychiatrist and nurse, both equally 
humorous, she used emotion with 
humour to get a great response 
from the audience. 

In the role of Boris, Stephen was 
outstanding: the way he used his 
voice to get a few laughs from the 
audience was impressive, and he 
kept in the voice for the whole play, 
so I commend him for this. Marcy 
did equally as well as Stephen, and 
her role as the nurse, who ends up 
being a drug addict with the janitor, 
was just so funny, I cannot describe 
it. Again, with good use of witty 
responses and clever puns, she 
made the role her own, and made it 
very clear that she was looking for 
a good mark. I think Laura too was 
good, but she stumbled in her lines 
once or twice, which made it slightly 
less impressive. Apart from this, 
she was great! She used her accent 
to complement her jokes and took 
the role in her stride, and didn’t let 
herself get too nervous about it; I 
think she did well and was definitely 
deserving of a good mark in her 
drama.

Overall, both plays were good, and 
they reflected well on the school 
and on the students involved in the 
performances. 

Jack Reid Y12
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MACBETH THEATRE TRIP REVIEW

On the 7th of October our class 
saw the Icarus theatre company’s 
‘Macbeth’ at the Riverside Theatre 
in Coleraine.

Instantly the barbaric nature of 
the tragedy is communicated 
through the lucid battle scene, 
skilfully choreographed with 
authentic swords and spears. This 
authenticity is a hallmark throughout 
the performance, not only through 
atmospheric set or costume; but 
also in the cleverly condensed 
nature of the piece, directed by 
Max Lewendel. In 80 minutes major 
characters are examined and the 
dark, brooding mood is maintained. 
The show’s tagline ‘Something 
wicked this way comes’ is no 
understatement.

The cast of seven is led by Joel 
Gorf. As Macbeth he is grizzled, 
brutish and initially noble. The 
performance begins in Act One 
Scene 3 but the infamous ‘When 
shall we three meet again…’ 
opening remains.  Macbeth and 
Banquo stumble upon the trio of 
witches and he is hailed as future 
king. His duality of disbelief and 
coy intrigue at this prospect is 
conveyed through his questioning, 
slow spoken delivery of the line ‘…
and to be king/stands not within the 
prospect of belief’, complete with a 
single raised eyebrow.

The brave imperial figure of 
Macbeth has deteriorated by 
Act Two. The dagger speech is 
memorably delivered with quivering 
vocals and shaking hands as 
Macbeth hauntingly stares at his 
own hallucination; wide eyed and 
captivating. A bell sounds, almost 
snapping him out off his delirium 
and the line: ‘I go, and it is done; 
the bell invites me’ is delivered with 
a stern voice and force perhaps 
displaying a determination instilled 
by his psychotic wife. This, however 
is only an early thematic display of 
Macbeth’s corruption.

The corrupting nature of power 

is central to this tragedy and 
Macbeth’s distortion can be looked 
at in two ways. Firstly, in Macbeth’s 
increasing psychosis, prominently 
displayed in Act Three Scene 4 
when Banquo’s ghost appears at 
his feast. Gorf quakingly shouts 
the line, ‘Which of you have done 
this?’ upon finding Banquo’s 
ghost at his place at the table. 
His guilt manifests itself as an 
hallucination in his delirium. When 
the ghost vanishes he whimpers, 
‘If I stand here, I saw him’, 
thereby displaying his underlying 
anguish.  Secondly, in Act Five 
we see Macbeth re-emerge as an 
arrogant, deluded, uncompromising 
King. This is poignantly conveyed 
when Gorf laughs, ‘ I bear a 
charmed life, which must not 
yield/ to one of woman born’ 
when battling Macduff. By the 
end of the performance Macbeth 
is an unlikable, smug and insane 
character, partially due to his 
manipulation by the unclean hands 
of his wife.

Lady Macbeth was portrayed as 
wide-eyed by Sophie Brooke. First 
introduced in Act One Scene 5, we 
see her grinning over Macbeth’s 
submissive letter, yet she sternly 
fears that he is ‘too full o’ the milk 
of human kindness’ a line delivered 
partially through clenched teeth. 
This scene continues with lady 
Macbeth solitary and declaring 
‘Unsex me here/ And fill me from 
the crown to toe top- full/ of direst 
cruelty!’; the theme of gender is 
most evident through Brookes 
performance as Lady Macbeth. This 
line in particular emphasises this 
and was delivered manically and 
harshly pronounced. The gender 
theme is also prominent in the 
physical portrayal of the character: 
Brooke’s hair is slicked back in an 
untidy ponytail and her make-up is 
minimal.

Macbeth’s guilt manifests instantly 
after the murder of Duncan whereas 
Lady Macbeth memorably and 
laconically remarks, ‘a little water 

clears us of this deed.’ Her cold 
veneer remains uncracked and she 
maintains a façade in Act Three 
Scene 4 of the performance: while 
Macbeth is in his transfixed state, 
Lady Macbeth coolly declares, in a 
clear and calm voice, ‘Sit, worthy 
friends: my lord is often thus/and 
hath been since his youth.’

Lady Macbeth’s final scene is 
possibly the most memorable. In 
Act Five Scene 1 she is in a similar 
frenzied, hallucinating state as her 
husband had been in earlier in the 
play. Seemingly unblinking, she 
lifts a shaking hand to neurotically 
stare at, and quietly says, ‘Yet 
here’s a spot.’ Her frustration and 
guilt clearly mount as she feverishly 
rubs her hands while shouting, ‘Out 
damned spot! Out I say!’ Before 
she exits the scene, she hysterically 
shouts, ‘To bed, to bed! There’s 
knocking at the gate…what’s done 
cannot be undone.’

The two protagonists are supported 
by a small cast who quickly jump 
from character to character, tying in 
with the fast pace of the piece. For 
example, different actors portray 
the witches throughout the piece- 
the actors quickly draw their coats 
over their heads and hunch over. 
The witches are a harrowing trio, 
conveyed through wretching vocals 
and slow paced walking- making 
them appear almost ghost-like. The 
witches’ hooded capes double up 
as cloaks for the Scottish soldiers. 
The actors’ costumes retain the 
authenticity of the piece: Lady 
Macbeth wears a regal gold and 
red velvet dress whereas Macbeth 
wears draping cloth under armour 
and huge, clumping fur boots.

The set is somewhat minimal and 
has a primal, Stonehenge effect. 
With each murder there is an added 
eerie, red glowing crack in one of 
the stones that surround the stage. 
A long red piece of velvet hangs 
from the ceiling and is seemingly 
purposeless until the scene of the 
feast- where it is cleverly stretched 

across the stage and serves as 
a table. The dark atmosphere of 
the set is assisted by slightly dim 
lights with a blue tinge. Between 
scenes horror-movie- like music is 
played, adding tension to the piece. 
However, aurally, what was most 

interesting was the piercing baby’s 
cry just before the scene in which 
Macduff’s family is slain.

Overall, I really enjoyed the piece. 
The characterisation, set and 
costume are true to the play despite 

the non-Shakespearian nature of 
the performance. ‘Macbeth’ is a 
haunting piece, intricately performed 
and skilfully directed.

Eilish McLaughlin Y13

Senior Choir 2011-2012

Junior Choir 2011-2012
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School Orchestra 2011-2012

String Ensemble 2011-2012

Traditional Group
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

LORETO SCIENTISTS CONTINUE SUCCESS STORY
AT BIG BANG FAIR

Four sixth form students from 
Loreto College Coleraine 
represented their school and 
Northern Ireland with great 
distinction at the Big Bang 
National Science and Engineering 
Competition from 14th-17th March, 
having already taken major awards 
at the Sentinus Young Innovators 
Exhibition at the Odyssey Arena in 
June 2011.
 
Students Sean McKendry, Jack 
McCann, Thomas McMullan 
and Vincent McMullan (all Year 
13) and their teacher Mr Brian 
McKenna spent an exciting few 
days at the NEC, Birmingham, 
presenting their research projects 
and exploring a huge variety of 
science and technology based 
exhibits, experiences and career 
opportunities.  
 
Sean McKendry presented 
research entitled ‘From Cracking 
Clay to Basalt Columns’, while 
brothers Thomas and Vincent 
McMullan displayed a project on 
the physics of Flipping, Falling, 
Tumbling Cards.  Jack McCann, 
meanwhile, presented his research 
on the dendritic crystallization 
of potassium bromide.  All four 
students had already received 
major awards at the annual BT 
Young Scientist and Engineering 
Fair held in Dublin in January 2011, 
while Jack had represented Ireland 
at the International Science and 
Engineering Fair in Los Angeles 
last May, winning an award at 
international level.

Continuing their impressive personal 
record along with the long-held 
reputation of Loreto College as a 
centre of academic excellence, 
the students once again brought 
home some major awards.  Thomas 
and Vincent McMullan were 
Highly Commended in the NSEC 
Intermediate Science and Maths 
Award class, completing a hat trick 
of prizes in Dublin, Belfast and 
Birmingham.  Not to be outdone, 
Jack McCann was named winner of 
the Prize for Chemistry, presented 
by the Goldsmith’s Company, for 
the best Chemistry project in the 
exhibition.  Jack has been promised 
a ‘Chemistry experience’ later in 
the year as part of his prize, and 
has added Birmingham to the list of 
cities in which he has won awards 
for his research, alongside Belfast, 
Dublin and Los Angeles.

Speaking on behalf of all the staff 
and students of Loreto College, Mr 
Michael James, College Principal, 
paid tribute to the four students 
and their teachers for their hard 
work, dedication and enthusiasm 
in preparing for this prestigious 
event, and congratulated them 
on achieving such a high level of 
success in what the organizers of 
the Big Bang competition described 
as a particularly competitive 
year.  Mr James added that Jack, 
Thomas, Vincent and Sean had 
followed very ably in the footsteps 
of former Loreto student Hannah 
Eastwood (named Young Scientist 
of the Year at the 2011 Big Bang 
Fair), carrying on the tradition of 
academic excellence on a national 
and even international level, of 
which Loreto College is so proud. 

Jack McCann reports on the
BIG BANG SCIENCE FAIR

The Young Scientists of Loreto 
College have had a most wonderful 
and fulfilling journey. Whilst we are 
not an exception to the countless 
streams of past students under the 
guidance of Mr McKenna (recently 
retired) - I would like to think we are 
up there with the best. 

Between Vincent, Thomas, Sean 
and I, over the past year we have 
won eleven awards spanning four 
highly competitive competitions. 
Sean McKendry’s project focused 
on the cracking patterns of clay 
and cornflour in which the said 
patterns found were related to the 
ancient formation of the basalt 
columns at the Giant’s Causeway. 
Another physics project undertaken 
was by the twin-team Thomas 
McMullan and Vincent McMullan. 
They analysed the flight of a falling 
card. Through the development 
of some software they used their 
data and mathematical methods 
to describe the fickle nature of this 
chaotic system. On the other hand I 
was investigating the mechanically-
induced relaxation processes and 
changing crystal structures of 
Potassium Bromide (somewhat 
alike to table salt) when doped with 
an impurity namely Lead(II) Nitrate.  
 
In June 2011 the group attended 
the Sentinus Young Innovators 
Fair held in the Odyssey, Belfast.  
Despite the inconvenience of the 
competition being the day before 
a GCSE Physics exam, we still 
thought it would be worthwhile 
to go. On the day of the event 
we were all triumphant in winning 
places to attend The Big Bang Fair 
in Birmingham, March 2012. 

Nearly a year after the fair in 
Belfast we set off at the start of the 
St. Patrick’s break to attend the 
National Science and Engineering 
Competition held at the Big Bang 
Fair in Birmingham’s National 
Exhibition Centre. It was the last 
hurrah in our Young Scientist 
Careers. Our parents and Mr 

McKenna, along with his wife, 
attended the event. The communal 
aspect among ourselves, and with 
fellow Northern Ireland competitors 
from other schools present, was 
something which added to our final 
experience as career academics.

Indeed our endeavour across 
the Irish Sea was well worth it. 
Throughout the two days of judging 
we were again talking to academics 
and business leaders about our 
projects. I myself find that never 
is a science competition simply 
a science competition: especially 
if you have been to four!  You 
constantly change your angle of 
approach depending on whom 
you are talking to. If they are in 
business, they want applications; in 
academia, process. 

When judging was not time-tabled 
you were free to walk around and 
embrace the exhibition- I have 
enough free pens to prove it. 
The event was heavily funded by 
private sector companies such as 
Google, Jaguar, Rolls-Royce and 
EDF Energy. Also present were 
educational institutions such as 
Birmingham University, offering 
careers advice and demonstrating 
the science that they are involved 
in at the highest levels. Whether 
you were an academic, competitor 
or a general member of the public, 
there was something for everyone 
at the event. Debates were held in 
separate halls on climate change; 
the newest Jaguar concept car was 
on show; helium-filled penguins 
the size of a small car were floating 
and self-navigating the roof space 
above your head; patient trauma 
demonstrations were carried out 
with fake blood (but real doctors) 
and many more. This all attracted 
30,000 visitors over the length of 
the Big Bang Fair. 

Walking into an awards ceremony 
at a science fair for the last time 
was for me an unusually sombre 
experience. This may have been 

a ‘Young Scientist’ journey, but it 
has materialised in a passion for 
hard-work, perseverance and a 
matured head. The audience was 
privy to an acrobatic demonstration 
of Newtonian physics where free-
runners and a biker performed all 
sorts of ghastly stunts, from rather 
ghastly heights. 

Vincent and Thomas were highly 
commended in the Science 
and Maths Category, and I won 
the special award for the best 
Chemistry Project supported by the 
Goldsmith’s Company, with Sean 
narrowly missing out on what was 
a fierce competition. We received 
cash prizes and I also was given 
the opportunity to have a ‘unique 
chemistry experience’, the exact 
nature of which is not yet clear. 
These awards were presented 
by the Rt. Hon David Willets MP, 
who is Minister for Universities and 
Science. Not only was it a pleasure 
conversing with him after the 
ceremony, giving him a nudge about 
little forgotten Northern Ireland was 
nice to do as well. 

But to be truthful, my last year 
carrying out this crystallisation 
project was a most ‘unique 
chemistry experience’ in itself. The 
journey from Dublin, to Los Angeles, 
Belfast and then finally Birmingham 
was a chemical bombardment 
of experience after experience. 
The long facilitator of the Young 
Scientists’ projects, Mr McKenna, 
played such an influential role in the 
realisation that Thomas, Vincent, 
Sean and I could excel to new 
heights in this arena beyond the 
classroom. Our respective families 
are immensely proud of us all in our 
successes over the past year with 
these projects. Who would have  
thought that I would have had such 
success after writing a quite light-
hearted science poem in Year 9? 

Whilst I may differ from the other 
boys, in seeing politics and not 
science as the end-game for 
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me, the skills developed and the 
cherished experiences we have 
had will serve us well in our future 
careers and lives. Mr McKenna 
may have retired, but I hope 
the school does not simply give 

up such a lengthy tradition of 
success, reportedly since 1972. 
We have gained so much out of it. 
Regardless of its contribution to the 
dauntingly important UCAS form, 
it was a life-enhancing experience 

that can never be forgotten by 
someone who claims to have been 
a ‘Young Scientist’. 

Jack McCann

[You can read Jack’s poem 
later in this magazine]

Einstein, Newton, Hawking and Darwin: UNCOVERED!

As is well known throughout the 
world, Loreto College Coleraine 
has produced many celebrities 
in its time and last year was no 
exception.  Seeing that it was Mr. 
Brian McKenna’s last year teaching 
at Loreto, he chose to go out with 
a bang (metaphorically speaking 

of course) and mentor four lucky 
science students to Dublin and 
beyond.  For those of you oblivious 
to what I’m talking about, I am 
referring to the annual team of 
Young Scientists, handpicked by 
Mr McKenna, our very own Albert 
Einstein. Every year he spends a 

week in the RDS in Dublin with a 
group of gifted students putting the 
laws of the universe to shame. As 
it was his final year, Mr McKenna 
wanted to go the extra mile in 
choosing these scientific heart-
throbs. 

First up in the dream team is Jack 
McCann. Jack is Portstewart’s 
answer to Brian Cox and likes 
nothing more then mixing chemicals 
and winning awards. Jack chose 
to enter the Chemistry section and 
spent the week amazing judges 
with his findings on the fracturing 
of Potassium Chloride crystals, 
showing how they release sound 
and even light. Second is the deadly 
duo, twins Thomas and Vincent 
McMullan. Unlike Jack, they chose 
the path of numbers, and entered 
the Physics section. They spent 
the week watching cards and disks 
fall and got so good at it that they 
could even use Maths to determine 
how they would fall and where they 
would land. They even developed 
software to do it for them! Last, but 
not least, is like-minded pioneer 
Sean McKendry. Like Jack, Sean 
entered the Chemistry section 
but he wanted to prove the myths 
wrong and show the people of 
Dublin, using the simple method 
of clay and corn flour, how it was 
Science which had formed the 
Giant’s Causeway, and not a 50 foot 
man. In this exclusive interview I will 
be getting the story of what these 4 
scientists got up to during their time 
in the spotlight.

I interviewed these 4 pioneers via 
Skype, an online video-conferencing 
application that let me talk to them 
all at once from the comfort of 
my own home. I started out the 
interview asking them about what 
they remember about their time in 
the process, and was immediately 
met with mixed reactions: there 
were the official answers they’d 
given to parents and teachers 
alike, but also there were the real 
memories of the life of fame and 
glamour that they were wary of 
revealing. The first memory that 
they agreed was one of the most 
memorable was the fact that, 
while on their scientific tour, they 
had encountered several famous 
faces. ‘Yeah, we met a few famous 

faces on our trip, unfortunately 
they weren’t famous to us and 
we only became aware of their 
fame after being told. It was like 
watching Celebrity Big Brother,’ 
says Vincent. ‘Yeah,’ comments 
Jack,  ‘I was talking to someone 
who was wandering round, looking 
at the different stalls. We had been 
chatting for about half an hour, 
when I asked what company he 
was with; he told me UTV - he was 
a weatherman. He left not long 
after that looking rather under the 
weather, if you pardon the pun. It 
made me feel a little guilty.’ Some 
faces that they did recognize, 
however, were those of BBC 
brainboxes Jem Stansfield and 
Dallas Campbell, who were sighted 
at the Big Bang Competition in 
Birmingham. ‘It was incredible,’ 
says Vincent. ‘He called us his 
Super League of Super Geeks! I 
felt so proud.’  Also on the guest 
list was Dr. Brian Cox, the man 
who got more woman interested 
in Physics than these men ever 
will but, to Jack’s never-ending 
disappointment, Dr. Cox was 
forced to cancel due to filming 
commitments. ‘He broke my heart, 
but he told us he was off making 
more TV to inspire and educate 
millions, but, most importantly, 
randomly point at the sky. It was 
painful but it’s just something I’ll 
have to live with.’ Seeing how upset 
this topic made Jack, I decided to 
move on…

One thing that did cheer him and 
the other 3 team members was 
no doubt their success in winning 
prizes. As you may already know, 
the scientists did rather well in the 
competitions and have between 
them quite a long list of awards and 
prizes that would, quite frankly, bore 
both you and I to absolute tears 
(No offence lads!). So, to resolve 
this problem I have simply listed 
each team member’s proudest 
achievement. Firstly, there’s Sean 
whose most treasured award to 

date is the Young Innovators Award 
from Queen’s University, Belfast. 
Then there was Jack who chose his 
Intel Student Award, which won him 
an all-expenses paid trip to LA to 
attend the International Science and 
Engineering Fair. Then there was 
Thomas and Vincent who selected 
their Institute of Physics Award for 
best Physics practical. However, the 
award that all four were the most 
pleased about was, without doubt, 
the award given to Mr McKenna 
for his contribution to science. ‘We 
were glad to see Mr McKenna get 
his well earned recognition for all 
the work he’s put in over the years 
for our school. No-one deserves it 
more then him,’ said the team. Well, 
Mr McKenna wanted to go out with 
a bang, and he appears to have 
done just that.

All in all though, they appeared to 
have had a very good time during 
their breakout tour of the Science 
world, travelling from Dublin to 
Birmingham.  ‘It was an amazing 
opportunity to meet the experts in 
the world of science and to have a 
bit of craic at the same time.’ But 
sadly, this was Mr McKenna’s final 
year as the mastermind of Loreto 
College’s Young Scientists. ‘It’s too 
bad that he won’t be able to mentor 
us anymore,’ says Thomas. ‘He 
was incredible fun to work with and 
has a mind that would give Hawking 
a run for his money. It’s too bad that 
our successors won’t be fortunate 
enough to work with him.’ Jack, as 
always, was looking to the future 
and told me, ‘We need to keep 
this going! With Mr McKenna gone 
we need another teacher to fill the 
spot so we can keep this tradition 
alive.’ So, for the sake of all the 
young scientists to come, and with 
the school’s sterling reputation to 
uphold, who among us will answer 
the call?

James Granleese Y13
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It is clear that, for some of our award-winning young scientists, the passion for science began years ago.  
Jack McCann, a poet at heart, wrote this in Year 9:

Love in the laboratory
I saw that gorgeous thing over there
I could’ve sworn my eyes were popping out onto my hair
Her smooth cut glass
And her well presented look, with class

Her round necked top
And smooth sides
It was the perfect combination, with nothing to hide

I could’ve sworn the chemical gods were with me,
The acids and alkalis bubbling away in their flasks
She was alone, it was my chance
So I could take her to the glow of the Bunsen burner, for a dance

I went up to her and looked into her sweet eyes
Asked her if she wanted to go for a drink
At the laboratory’s sink
She replied with a sigh
‘Sorry I’m going out with that thermometer guy.’

I walked away full of shame
After all, love is a game
Sometimes you lose
But you always come back for more

Jack Mc Cann Year 13, written in Year 9

SUCCESSFUL SCIENCE WEEK
AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

Loreto College Coleraine held its 
annual Science Week from 7th-11th 
November 2011, incorporating visits 
from partner schools and exciting, 
enjoyable learning experiences for 
all age-groups among the College’s 
students. 
 
Primary 5 and 6 pupils from 
partner Primary Schools St John’s 
PS, Christie Memorial PS and St 
Malachy’s PS Coleraine each spent 
time exploring the Environmental 
Trail in the Loreto grounds.  They 
were assisted in their explorations 
by Year 11 students and members 

of the Loreto College Biology 
Department, Mrs G Doherty, Mrs S 
McBroom, Mrs S Young and Mrs 
S Mullan.  All groups were lucky 
enough to explore the trail before 
the stormy weather took hold, and 
were able to admire the stunning 
autumn foliage on the Loreto 
campus. 
 
There was a great variety of events 
for the College’s own students: 
all Year 10 Science classes took 
part in a tightly-contested wall 
display competition, with the 
aim of outlining the purpose and 

career possibilities in environmental 
science. These displays were 
judged by a panel from among the 
Loreto teaching staff, on the basis 
of content, impact, literacy and 
design: all members of the judging 
panel were impressed by what they 
saw.  Other competitions on offer 
included a Scientific Poster contest 
for Junior students, and a Scientific 
Photography contest for Seniors: 
again, both competitions drew a 
large number of excellent entries.  
The winning photograph was 
an impressive picture of a prism 
separating white light. S
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Lunchtime demonstrations 
were available in turn in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics, with 
the Biology department offering 
an investigation into extracting 
strawberry DNA, with the 
assistance of Gerard Hughes 
from Sentinus. The Chemistry 
lab was full to capacity when 
Mr Scullion demonstrated some 
exciting experiments including 
‘the screeching jelly baby’ and 
‘careful what you mix-sugars 
and acids start a fire.’ In Physics 
the Year 13 pupils demonstrated 
‘dancing liquids’ and the Year 
12 students led discussions on 
surface tension and air pressure 
including the amazing expanding 
and shrinking marshmallows.  The 
Year 13 Physics pupils were also 
visited by a nuclear physicist, Mr 
Daniel McKeever, who offered an 
insight into his role and career 
opportunities for those interested.

The Science Week Quiz was 
popular with both staff and senior 
pupils, and they were joined by 

representatives from Armstrong 
Medical and Nicobrand.  There 
was a Science twist to the quiz, 
which was hosted by Mr John 
Montgomery, and the winning team 
was none other than a team of 
Science teachers, with Armstrong 
Medical a close second.

With all these activities proving 
very successful, and with high 
rates of student participation and 
enthusiasm, Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, paid 

tribute to all the members of staff 
who had organised the various 
events: Mrs Katrina Brolly (Head of 
Physics), Mr Frank Scullion (Head of 
Chemistry), Mrs Geraldine Doherty 
(Head of Biology), Mrs Sheila 
McBroom (Head of Junior Science) 
and all the members of the Science 
department. Mrs Sheila McBroom 
and Mrs Katrina Brolly, who co-
ordinated Science Week, paid 
tribute to all those who had helped 
run the events and to the students 
for their enthusiastic participation.

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS 
ENJOY QUB SCIENCE TRIP

A group of twenty-four Year 10 
students from Loreto College 
Coleraine spent a day in Belfast just 
before Christmas, spending time at 
Queen’s University and the Ulster 
Museum.

The students had won the trip as 
their prize for taking first place in the 
inter-class Display Board competition 
on the theme of Environmental 
Science, during the Loreto College 
Science Week in early November.  

During their visit to Queen’s 
University, 

the students attended a talk on 
Communicating with Light, which 
was given by Professor Marco 
Borghesi, Physics Lecturer. The 
talk gave an interesting insight 
into the evolution of long distance 

communication from the days of 
smoke signals, through telegrams, 
right up to the modern day 
transmission of data using fibre 
optic cables.

This was followed by a visit to the 
Ulster Museum, where the students 
followed a self guided tour focusing 
on scientific discoveries and 

inventions.

Mrs Katrina Brolly and Mrs Jane 
Nugent, who co-ordinated the event 
and accompanied the students on 
the trip, commented that the day 
had been both educational and 
enjoyable and that it had been of 
great benefit to the students who 
took part.
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All Year 9 students at Loreto College 
Coleraine, took part in a half-day 
workshop on Forensics on Friday 3rd 
February 2012. 

Presented by a qualified and 
experienced Forensic Scientist on 
secondment from work with the 
New York Police Department, the 
workshop introduced students to the 
career opportunities open to them in 
the world of crime investigation, and 
the relevance to this of their studies 
in Science.  The workshop was also 
facilitated by members of the Biology 
Department, including Mrs Sheila 
McBroom, Co-ordinator of Junior 

LORETO STUDENTS ENJOY CSI EXPERIENCE

Science at Loreto College.  

During the course of the morning, 
the students worked collaboratively 
on a problem-solving exercise.  They 
were presented with a scenario in 
which a female student had been 
murdered; they then proceeded 
around a series of stations which 
presented them with various pieces 
of evidence which led towards 

the solving of the mystery.  The 
stations tested the students’ skills of 
observation, as well as alerting them 
to the relevance of elements such as 
DNA, moulding, blood groups and 
so on.
With enthusiasm levels among 
the students showing tremendous 
appreciation for the workshop, it 
was deemed a great success by 
Mrs Sheila McBroom, who co-
ordinated the event.  Mr Frank 
Scullion, Head of Science at Loreto 
College, commented: ‘The workshop 
allowed the pupils to see (and use) 
real applications of science. Such 
activities challenge the pupils in a 
number of other ways - working 
effectively with others in small groups 
- listening and observing carefully to 
build all the evidence, and so on.’

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
those who took part in the Forensics 
workshop, commenting that it had 
provided a valuable experience for 
the students to put their learning 
into the context of an interesting and 
challenging career.

CHEMISTRY 
AT WORK 

EXHIBITION
On Tuesday 15th November a  group of Year 12 students attended a 
Chemistry at Work Exhibition at Queen’s University in Belfast.  Several 
companies were present at the event including: Coca-Cola, BOC gases, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Randox and Bombardier.

Students were given a presentation on the benefits of studying 
Chemistry at higher level and the range of job opportunities available to 
graduates in Chemistry.

Several pupils had the opportunity to get hands on experience by making 
coca-cola and assisting with an experiment using liquid nitrogen.

Miss Maria Flannelly

Before Easter, Year 8 students from 
Loreto College Coleraine had the 
opportunity to take part in a STEM 
Physics workshop on the topic of 
Forces and Energy.

The students learned about the 
development of all kinds of flying 
machines from the first attempts 
at flying, to the early rockets 
produced in China, to modern day 
rockets launched to travel in space. 
They then had the opportunity 
to design and make their own 
rockets, learning how to optimise 
the flight time and distance of 
travel of the rockets. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed this informative 
and innovative workshop which 
developed both their understanding 
of the use of forces and motion and 
a highly competitive atmosphere as 
each student tried to maximise the 

STEM MODULE VISIT FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

flight of their rocket. 

The workshop was delivered in 
the STEM module.  Launched in 
2009, the STEM Module is a mobile 
laboratory and workshop equipped 
with everything required to deliver a 
state of the art learning experience 
to schools across the Province.  
The STEM module project is funded 
by the Department of Education and 
the Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Investment, and managed by 
the North Eastern Education and 
Library Board.

The Year 8 students and their 
teachers thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit to the STEM module and were 
enthusiastic about the learning 
experience it offered on such an 
interesting topic. 
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On Tuesday 22nd May 2012, a 
group of students form Loreto 
College, Coleraine visited the School 
of Computing and Information 
Engineering at the University of 
Ulster, Coleraine.  This was the final 
event in a successful Android App 
Camp mobile phone development 
workshop, that was held in 
conjunction with the University as 
part of their Tutoring in Schools 
programme.

For the past three months, 
Loreto students have met with 
UU undergraduates, Gareth Blair, 
Dominic Holmes and Glenn Sayers, 
as part of a successful after-schools 
programming club.  Loreto students 
have been introduced to the 
principles of software design and 
development through the creation of 
Android mobile phone applications.

On 22nd May, Loreto students 
had an exciting opportunity to 
visit UU’s labs and research area 
to gain hands-on experience with 
the tools used to create software 
for a number of cutting-edge 
technologies.  These technologies 
include Android-based tablets, and 
Kinect motion sensors and Lego 
Mindstorms robots.  Undergraduate 
student Connor Bradley also 
demonstrated some of his award-
winning driving simulation software, 
which was highly placed in the 
recent Imagine Cup.  Connor is a 
past-pupil of Loreto College and was 
able to inspire a number of students 
who are considering following in his 
footsteps.

Loreto College Head of ICT, Mr 
Clarke Rice thanked Dr Michaela 
Black, Dr Darryl Charles, Mr Nigel 
Creighton and Mrs Janet Allison 

LORETO STUDENTS GET HANDS-ON WITH MOBILE 
PHONE APP DEVELOPMENT

for facilitating this trip and the 
Tutoring in Schools project.  He 
also extended thanks to the 
undergraduates who gave up their 
time to share their enthusiasm for 
a subject that has a wide range of 
diverse career options.

Dr Michaela Black thanked Mr 
Rice and the Loreto students, 
encouraging them to consider 
future study of Computer Science, 

which underpins all of the modern 
technology we now take for 
granted.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented that 
he was glad to continue and 
reinforce the link between Loreto 
and the University of Ulster in the 
promotion of STEM subjects, 
including Computer Science, and 
was pleased that the students had 
benefited so much from the activity. 

PUPILS IN COLERAINE HELP BRITISH HEART 
FOUNDATION SEND OUT AN SOS

Pupils at Loreto College, Coleraine 
grabbed their goggles and donned 
their lab coats to help British Heart 
Foundation (BHF) Northern Ireland 
launch a fun, UK wide competition 
to design a model heart as part 
of its Support Our Science (SOS) 
campaign.

Year eight classmates at the school 
in Coleraine put on their thinking 
caps to take-up BHF Northern 
Ireland’s challenge of designing 
and making a model heart which 
demonstrates how blood is 
pumped around the body and are 
encouraging other schools and 
youth groups in the country to take 
part too.

The winning model will be turned 
into a kit by the heart charity to help 
young people throughout the UK 
learn more about this vital organ. 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, Coleraine said: 
‘We’re delighted to support BHF 
Northern Ireland and help them send 
out an SOS to other schools across 

the country.  It’s fantastic to give 
the children a fun and interesting 
science project to work on, while at 
the same time they learn how the 
heart works and why it’s important 
to keep it in good condition. It will 
also help them appreciate the value 
of science and how vital it is in 
making life-saving discoveries.’

Launching on 12 June, the 
competition is a key part of the 
BHF Northern Ireland’s SOS month 
which aims to highlight the existing 
and potential value of BHF-funded 
research on UK heart health.

Debbie Allen, Programme Lead 
of the BHF’s Children and Young 
People’s Team said: 
‘For some the idea of science 
might bring on cold sweats and 
distant memories of test tubes and 
Bunsen burners. But science is 
all about exciting discoveries and 
we’re supporting leading scientists 
making important breakthroughs in 
heart research. Without donations 
from the public we couldn’t fund 

vital research - that’s why we’re 
asking people across Northern 
Ireland to Support Our Science. 

‘This UK wide competition gives 
young people the opportunity to 
work on an exciting science-based 
project while learning about the 
heart, how it works and why we 
need to look after it. We hope to 
see lots of local schools sign up and 
show their support for our science.’

The competition is open to all 
children aged 11-18 and the models 
must be made from normal everyday 
household materials.  Young people 
have the whole summer to collect 
materials and start building their 
hearts because the closing date for 
entries is 30 November 2012. 

For more information about the 
competition including details about 
how to enter visit yheart.net/
buildaheart or email yheart@bhf.
org.uk. To find out more about the 
BHF’s SOS campaign visit bhf.org.
uk/science
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Leap club stands for Loreto 
Environmental Awareness Project. 
As the name suggests, it is 
about looking after the school 
environment. In the autumn term 
we planted many daffodil and tulip 
bulbs around the grounds.  We 
also planted hyacinth bulbs and 
sold them on Open Day in January. 
This year we managed to sell all of 
the bulbs and we used the money 
made to buy more resources to use, 
for example compost and seeds. 

In the Spring we planted many 

LEAP CLUB

seeds in the greenhouse (Bizzy 
Lizzies, Chillies, Petunias,) and then 
planted them in pots to put outside. 
We were careful to water everything 
regularly. Unfortunately, as the 
greenhouse is very hot during the 
spring/summer season, some of our 
plants died as they could not get 
enough water.

We regularly put food out for the 
birds and try to keep the grotto tidy 
by weeding and removing dead-
heads. We have also carried out 
some pruning this year i.e. removing 

dead woody tissue ad reducing the 
size of some larger shrubs. We also 
look after Sandy, the guinea pig, by 
cleaning out his cage, giving him 
fresh food and water and letting him 
have a bit of time out of his cage. 

Next year we would like to get 
more into recycling of paper and 
maybe plastic. We want to develop 
the pond and perhaps create a 
compost heap.

Emmett Brolly, Oisin O’Harte 
and Joseph Mulholland.

NUFFIELD SCIENCE PLACEMENT 2011

“The Synthesis and Singlet 
Oxygen determination of 
Rose Bengal Photosensitiser 
derivatives in Photodynamic 
therapy”

In the summer of 2011 I spent six 
weeks in the University of Ulster 
Coleraine campus, working as 
an assistant to a PhD student of 
Pharmaceutical Chemistry, who 
acted as my supervisor throughout 
my time there.

I carried out a research project, 
over the 6 weeks, into a 
preliminary cancer treatment 
called Photodynamic therapy. 
Photodynamic therapy is used 
to eliminate early stage and pre-
malignant cancers.  I attained 
the following information from my 
supervisor in order to have a solid 
foundation for my project work:
‘Photodynamic therapy utilizes a 
Photosensitizer (a light sensitive 
agent), oxygen and a light of a 
specific wavelength (below 700 
nanometers) to produce Singlet 
oxygen which is  highly cyotoxic 
(toxic to human cells) and an 
extremely reactive species of 
oxygen. 

“One of the most significant benefits 
of photodynamic therapy is that 
the Photosensitizing agent will not 
produce singlet oxygen until it is 
exposed to a suitable light source. 
Therefore the light direction can be 
controlled allowing certain points 
to be targeted, thus minimising any 
negative effect on healthy human 
tissue.

“Singlet oxygen plays a vital role 
in the therapy as it brings about 
cell damage, varies mutations, cell 
death and photo oxidation of cell 

constituents such as DNA and 
proteins.”

The title of my investigation was:
‘The Synthesis and Singlet Oxygen 
determination of Rose Bengal 
Photosensitiser derivatives in 
Photodynamic therapy.’

The project was based upon the 
use of a photosensitiser (light 
sensitive) agent i.e. Rose Bengal, 
which is a chemical agent renowned 
within scientific circles for its light 
sensitive properties. My first port of 
call was to purify out this agent by 
Chromatography, a technique used 
for the separation of compounds 
from a mixture or agent. After this, 
with the help of my supervisior, 
I ran all 30 samples collected 
through a Mass Spectrometer and 
a Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 
(NMR) which told me the chemical 
structure of derivatives of the Rose 
Bengal photosensitiser. I then 
explored Singlet Oxygen Studies 
of the individual purified derivatives 
produced from chromatography: 
this involved exposing them to 
different levels of light intensity 
produced by a Fluorescence 

Spectrophotometer. This technical 
apparatus is essentially a flashing 
laser probe which is capable of 
releasing laser beams of different 
light intensities into a sample. This 
same sample is transferred into 
a UV Visible Spectrophotometer 
which monitors the sample’s 
absorbance of Ultraviolet light 
(UV light) and then the results are 
recorded in a line graph format. 
It is these results which are 
used to measure singlet oxygen 
generation. In order to establish 
if singlet oxygen is produced, 
the photosensitiser, before being 
exposed to laser beams, is 
combined with a compound known 
as 1,3-diphenylisobenzofuran or 
furan for short. The furan reacts with 
singlet oxygen which decreases 
a sample’s absorbance of 
Ultraviolet light within the UV Visible 
Spectrophotometer. The greater the 
decrease, the greater the amount 
of singlet oxygen is produced. Over 
20 samples of the Photosensitiser 
and furan mixture were created at 
different concentration ratios- for 
example Sample 1 contained 95% 
photosensitiser and 5% of furan 
while Sample 2 contained 90% 
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photosensitiser and 10% furan. The 
reason for different concentrations 
was to establish when singlet 
oxygen was at its most efficient. 

The project as a whole was indeed 
a huge challenge for me as I 
did not have a strong Chemistry 
background. I attained a grade 
B in GCSE Chemistry and the 
Chemistry-based work which I 
carried out during my placement 
was at a University Masters level. 
Of course I did not fully understand 
absolutely every single process or 
chemical formation which occurs 
within the cancer treatment. 
However, I was able to gain a 
very strong basic understanding 
of Photodynamic therapy and the 
role of Singlet oxygen within the 
treatment.

In September of 2011 I was 
awarded the British Science 
Association Gold Crest Award for 
my project at Queen’s University 
Belfast. I was given my own 
table and display board where 
I presented my project and 
interacted with anyone who was 
interested in what I had done on 
my placement. I spoke to over 15 
people in the 40 minute period 
designated for anyone to look at all 
projects displayed by the Nuffield 
participants of Northern Ireland. 
Then there was the presentation of 
awards. It was a fantastic evening 
which I thoroughly enjoyed.

Participating in the Nuffield 
Science Bursary Scheme was an 
incredibly enjoyable, yet challenging 
experience. It was truly amazing 
to see the inner workings of a 

professional laboratory and the 
thought process which goes on 
between professional research 
scientists on what experiments 
would achieve their desired 
outcome efficiently, what would be 
the correct, most efficient and safe 
methodology for such experiments 
and how are they going to be 
applicable to their overall goal.

Having participated in this scheme 
I would encourage all students of 
Year 13 to seriously consider taking 
part. Regardless of whether they do 
one or three sciences at AS Level, 
it is a very worthwhile endeavour. It 
allows a person to develop scientific 
understanding and ICT skills which 
are invaluable at A2 level and 
beyond. 

Daniel Brown  Y14

HELPING OTHERS

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 2011-2012

In 2011-2012, the Social Justice 
Group in Loreto College, Coleraine 
continued to build upon the 
excellent work of its past few years 
and indeed to grow in number, a 
wonderful reflection of our pupils’ 
desire to be ‘Agents of Social 
Change.’ In the course of the year, 
our students and staff have raised a 
magnificent total of £20,560.59 for 
our designated charities.

One of the first projects in tackling 
poverty was the annual shoebox 
appeal for the Road of Hope 
organisation. Loreto’s pupils 
donated shoeboxes filled with 
toys, toiletries and trinkets to send 
as Christmas presents to children 
and families in the former war-torn 
states of Bosnia and Croatia. In all, 
206 boxes were collected alongside 
£322. Fiona Kelly, co-ordinator for 
the project, commended our Junior 
pupils for their generosity. 

The admirable work of the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society has long 
been supported by Loreto College 
and this year was no different. The 
annual donation of a large number 
of Christmas hampers to the society 
was a reminder to all of how even 
a little consideration to others 
can go a long way. In addition to 
this, the proceeds of Christmas 
cards designed by the pupils 
and produced by the school’s art 
department went to SVP. 

At the annual carol service the 
members of the Justice group 
were kindly afforded time to show 
a PowerPoint presentation with 
the aim of bringing the global 
millennium goals into a more local 
domain. The concept of ‘Thinking 
globally but acting locally’ provided 
the backdrop for subsequent work 
with the local Causeway Women’s 
Aid.

In January, the level of conflict and 

civil unrest in Palestine motivated 
the pupils to sell wooden peace 
bracelets. Leaflets were produced 
explaining the conflict and 
presented to pupils as the bracelets 
were being purchased. The very on-
trend fashionable accessory carried 
a strong political message and was 
worn with pride by over 200 pupils.

Following an inspiring talk by Patsy 
Toland in February, the Justice 
group was keen to get involved 
with the publication a book called 
‘Twenty Fifteen - Thoughts and 
reflections on MDG 3: Gender 
Equality’. By sending copies of 
the book to political and other key 
people it is hoped it will influence 
the change that is needed to 
achieve a more just and equal place 
for women and girls everywhere.
 The group set out to add its voice 
to the project, beginning locally 
with Women’s Aid and going as 
far as contacting Mary McAleese! 
The group met with women in the 
Coleraine area who had suffered 
domestic abuse, shared their 
stories, submitted their poems 
along with the reflections of a 
mother of the first female born in 
Ireland in 2012…we can only hope 
that some of our material makes the 
cut!

Our Trocaire campaign was 
strengthened by a visit from Flora, a 
native of Uganda who spoke vividly 
of the detrimental emotional and 
psychological effects of the conflict 
on children, especially those forced 
to become child soldiers. Fervent 
fundraising ensued culminating in a 
tremendous £5779!!

As has long been the tradition in 
Loreto, Coleraine, February saw 
the arrival of the Rolo/Love Heart 
campaign. This is where students 
have the chance to send a Rolo/
Love Heart to another pupil within 
the school, along with a special 

message. This year proceeds went 
to Loreto, Sudan.

Another of our aims is to actively 
involve members of the Junior 
school in Justice issues and the 
month of May, in particular, provides 
us with that opportunity. The charity 
group SERVE, visited the school 
and drew attention to the Millennium 
Development Goals and the Juniors 
took responsibility for organising the 
annual Flip Flop Friday. It was once 
again embraced by many pupils 
who purchased flip flop shaped 
pins, made at the Regina Self-Help 
Centre, Nong Khai, Thailand. During 
December the Justice group ran an 
initiative to encourage every Form 
Class to purchase a global gift in 
support of SERVE and all its efforts 
to overcome poverty and promote 
justice.
 
Coleraine’s Loreto pupils 
demonstrated their unfailing 
generosity once again this year 
through many more activities 
including: a sponsored walk, 
silence, readathon, spell and 
Frisbee event, cake sales, pin sales, 
spontaneous collections, raffles, 
draws, a non-uniform day and 
bag-packing and street collections 
for MS. A multitude of charities 
benefited from their consistent 
benevolence, including Trócaire, 
Macmillan Cancer, Palestinian 
charities, Praxis Care and the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association. 
Loreto’s own missions, including the 
Rumbek school in Sudan were, as 
always, at the core of many of our 
fund-raising activities throughout 
the year. One Year 8 pupil, Finn 
Lestas ran the Belfast Marathon 
Fun run and chose Loreto Sudan 
as his charity. He raised a wonderful 
£276 as a result of sponsorship and 
support from his Form Teacher, Mrs 
Mc Aleese who organised a bun 
sale for his Year Group.
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Throughout the year, a number 
of guest speakers visited the 
school highlighting a variety of 
inequalities and injustices, both 
locally and throughout the world. 
Representatives from Trócaire, 
Saint Vincent de Paul and Women’s 
Aid, War on Want and SERVE 
enlightened the minds of our pupils.

In April of this year, a group of sixth 
form students from Loreto College 
Coleraine, were presented with 
the Pope John Paul II Awards. 
The Pope John Paul II Award was 
created to commemorate the late 
Pope John Paul II who was very 
committed to young people and 
had great belief and confidence 
in them. It allows young people to 
be able to take an active part in 
the life of their Church, in the life of 
their community and society, and 
also become more aware of the 

teaching and roles of the Catholic 
Church. The Award is earned by 
voluntarily taking part in activities 
of Parish Involvement and Social 
Awareness for a set period of time, 
and preparation of a presentation. 
It’s a wonderful way for so many 
of our Justice League members to 
gain formal recognition for all their 
hard work and commitment.

A collection from form classes 
on Sports Day raised £155 for 
Macmillan Cancer, while the Year 
8/9 Sponsored Spell in June raised 
a wonderful £968.88. On the last 
day of the Summer Term, a staff 
coffee morning was held in memory 
of Mrs Kate McSherry, raising a total 
of £522.10.  A grand total of £1491 
was presented to David and Siofra 
McSherry as a donation to the MND 
Association in loving memory of Mrs 
Kate McSherry.

In 2011-2012, Loreto’s Justice 
League has maintained its position 
as a valuable and integral part of 
the school community.  We look 
forward to another proactive and 
engaging year next term and 
thank all teachers and pupils who 
lend their support so willingly and 
generously every year. Loreto 
Coleraine certainly has the ethos in 
action!

The articles which follow give 
a flavour of some of the work 
done this year in support and 
consideration of others.

Mrs Lorraine McCool, 
Social Justice Co-ordinator

Traditional music sessions were 
held at Loreto College Coleraine on 
Friday 23rd September 2011 to raise 
money for Trocaire. 
 
Organised in tandem with 
Comhaltas Ireland events, the 
sessions saw students from 
throughout the College’s age-range 
performing in Break and Lunchtime 
sessions, with some help from a 
few very talented members of the 
teaching staff.
 
Under the leadership of Mrs Maeve 
Close and Mr Gerry McGouran - 
both teachers and musicians - a 

TRAD FOR TROCAIRE AT LORETO COLLEGE

range of instrumentalists playing 
fiddle, whistle, uilleann pipes, 
traditional flute and accordion 
entertained enthusiastic audiences, 
in the College Foyer at breaktime 
and in the Sixth Form Study at 
lunchtime.

Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice 

Co-ordinator at Loreto College, was 
delighted to report that the Sessions 
had raised £266.50 for Trocaire. 
 
All the staff and students who 
took part in the event were 
congratulated on their generosity 
and musicianship by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College.
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Students and staff at Loreto College 
Coleraine carried out some very 
impressive work for some of the 
College’s designated charities 
during the first three months of the 
Autumn Term.

Throughout October and early 
November, students and their 
form teachers were hard at work 
collecting and organising materials 
for the annual Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal for the Road of Hope 
organisation. ‘The Road of Hope’ 
is a Rasharkin based charity whose 
aim is to support the children and 
elderly in Eastern Europe, who have 
suffered extreme isolation, poverty 
and trauma as a result of conflict. 

The shoeboxes, filled with every-day 
items such as soap and facecloths, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, hair 
accessories, small toys and sweets 
are delivered annually to those 
who wouldn’t otherwise receive a 
Christmas present. This year, an 
impressive total of 206 shoeboxes 
was collected by Loreto’s pupils 
and these will in turn, bring joy and 
hope to those who need it most this 
Christmas. Fiona Kelly of the Road 
of Hope organization paid tribute to 
the members of the Loreto College 
Social Justice League for their 
hard work, dedication and concern 
for others in collecting such an 
impressive number of shoeboxes 
for the appeal.   

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL DRAWS 
GENEROUS LORETO COLLEGE DONATION

Other activities during the first 
three months of the academic year 
included Trad for Trocaire music 
sessions, a Sponsored Read by 
students from Year 8 -12 in aid of 
Praxis Mental Health Care and a 
Cake Sale in aid of the Society of 
St Vincent de Paul.  As Christmas 
approached, the students and staff 
of Loreto College continued their 
efforts in support of a number of 
extremely deserving causes.  Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, paid tribute to all the 
students and staff who had worked 
so hard in these endeavours, under 
the leadership of Social Justice Co-
ordinator, Mrs Lorraine McCool.

The Social Justice Group at Loreto 
College Coleraine had a very busy 
Autumn Term, with a number 
of events and initiatives going 
on to raise funds for a variety of 
very worthy causes.  Activities 
culminated on Tuesday 20th 
December with the annual Mission 
Day, raising funds for the Loreto 
Missions worldwide.

To start the term, traditional 
music sessions were held at 
Loreto College on Friday 23rd 
September 2011 to raise money 
for Trocaire. Organised in tandem 
with Comhaltas Ireland events, 
the sessions saw students from 
throughout the College’s age-range 
performing in Break and Lunchtime 
sessions, with some help from 
a few very talented members of 
the teaching staff. Mrs Lorraine 
McCool, Social Justice Co-ordinator 
at Loreto College, was delighted to 
report that the Sessions had raised 
£266.50 for Trocaire. 
 
Also at the end of September, 
the Staff and the Sixth Form had 
their annual coffee mornings to 
raise money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support, raising an impressive total 
of £484.27.

MISSION SALE CONCLUDES BUSY 
TERM OF FUND-RAISING AT LORETO COLLEGE

Throughout October and early 
November, students and their 
form teachers were hard at 
work collecting and organising 
materials for the annual Christmas 
Shoebox Appeal for the Road of 
Hope organisation. This year, an 
impressive total of 206 shoeboxes 
were collected by Loreto’s pupils 
and these will, in turn, bring joy and 
hope to those who need it most this 
Christmas. Fiona Kelly of the Road 
of Hope organization paid tribute to 
the members of the Loreto College 
Social Justice League for their 
hard work, dedication and concern 
for others in collecting such an 
impressive number of shoeboxes 
for the appeal.  Loreto College also 
made a donation of £322.50 to 
Road of Hope.  
 
Other activities during the first 
three months of the academic 
year included a Sponsored Read 
by students from Year 8 -12 in 
aid of Praxis Mental Health Care, 
as well as a talk to Year 13 by 
a representative of Praxis to 
encourage the Year 13 students to 
help raise awareness of this cause 
among younger students.  This 
enterprise raised an impressive total 
of  £1145.15, in addition to raising 

the profile of reading for pleasure 
throughout the five year groups 
which took part. 

As the Christmas holidays 
approached, the students and 
staff of Loreto College continued 
their efforts in support of a number 
of extremely deserving causes.  
A Hamper raffle was held, with 
proceeds going to Women’s Aid, 
and Fair Trade awareness was 
raised through a stall on Mission 
Day.  At the annual Carol Service, 
a PowerPoint presentation was 
shown with the aim of bringing the 
global millennium goals into a more 
local setting.  The Justice Group 
ran an intitiative to encourage every 
form class to purchase a global gift 
supporting SERVE, while wooden 
peace bracelets were sold to 
support Palestinian charities coping 
with civil unrest.

Tuesday 20th December saw the 
annual Mission Day, a fun day to 
promote fair trade, the Millennium 
Goals and the Loreto Missions 
worldwide.  The day allows 
students from all year groups to 
become involved in a variety of 
activities such as quizzes, sporting 
challenges and games of skill, with 
the focal point being the Loreto 
Christmas Market in the College 
Hall.  Fair trade gifts as well as 
pre-loved jewellery and fashion 
accessories were on sale, and for 
some a definite highlight was the 
range of seasonal treats on offer in 
the café run by Year 13 students 
in the College’s Home Economics 
suite.  An impressive total of just 
over £4000 was raised on the day 
for the Loreto Missions.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all the 
students and staff who had worked 
so hard in these endeavours, under 
the leadership of Social Justice Co-
ordinator, Mrs Lorraine McCool and 
Mission Day Co-ordinator, Bean Ui 
Mhaolain. 
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Loreto S.V.P. holds many events 
throughout the year, aiming to raise 
as much money to put to good use. 
The money raised is split between 
the two local S.V.P. branches, St. 
John’s and St. Malachy’s.

Our youth wing of S.V.P. consists of 
around twenty members. The group 
meets with Mr Conroy regularly to 
plan and discuss possible events 
and ideas to help with fundraising. 
In October of 2011, a number of us 
from the group attended a S.V.P. 
youth conference in Belfast where 
many school branches of S.V.P. 
gathered from around Northern 
Ireland.

The first events that we held in the 
school year was our annual bun 
sale, we held this just before the 
Halloween break. S.V.P. members, 
teachers and the H.E department 
put on the aprons and began to 
bake and, with the huge support 
(and appetite) of the school, we 
were able to raise £425. A great 
start to the year!

LORETO COLLEGE SVP

Christmas time is a hectic time for 
S.V.P. throughout Northern Ireland 
and it was no different for our own 
branch! Every child in the school 
is encouraged to bring in at least 
one item to donate to their form 
class’s hamper. It isn’t too long until 
hampers are bursting with food and 
we are sent out to collect them. 
Altogether, thirty hampers were 
collected from around the school! 
These hampers are then given to 
St. John’s and St. Malachy’s to 
distribute to families in need during 
the festive season.

We came together once more to 
hold our annual fundraiser. We 
decided to hold it on St. Patrick’s 
week, with an Irish theme. The quiz 
was held in our own assembly hall 
which was decorated with green 
streamers and many Irish banners. 
All rounds were composed of Irish 
themed questions, linking with our 
theme, but it wasn’t as easy as it 
sounds! After the quiz, a fun filled 
ceili began, with the help of Mrs. 
Close and our very own traditional 
musicians. The night proved to be 

a great night which raised a total of 
£340.

The teachers in the school also 
made a welcome contribution 
to S.V.P. in the form of a teacher 
raffle: together they raised £105.  A 
donation was also given by a past 
pupil (and member of S.V.P.) Aoife 
Owens. Aoife was fully committed 
to S.V.P. life during her school time 
and this very generous donation of 
£150 from a band night proves that 
past members can still be active!

Lastly, our school is situated beside 
Edenmore Nursing home, a care 
home for the elderly. As members 
of S.V.P. we picked up the old 
tradition of visiting the nursing home 
from previous years and renewed 
a brilliant friendship! The members 
of S.V.P. visited the home on a 
weekly basis. During the visits we 
talk to the residents about anything 
and everything. Playing board 
games was always a favourite of 
S.V.P. although I lost a far from 
respectable amount of times! 

Conor O’Neill Y11
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The St Vincent de Paul Youth Group 
from Loreto College Coleraine 
completed a busy Autumn term of 
hard work in the service of others 
by collecting and assembling 
Christmas hampers, which will be 
distributed to local families in need 
of some assistance at this time of 
year. 
 
Thirty-two large hampers were 
collected, assembled and wrapped 
by the group, which is composed 
of some very public-spririted senior 
students, under the leadership of 
Religious Education teacher Mr 
Kevin Conroy.  These hampers were 
presented to representatives from 
the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
from St John’s and St Malachy’s 
parishes, Coleraine, who received 
them with great enthusiasm and 
appreciation on behalf of the 
families to whom they will be 
donated.

The Loreto SVP group also held a 
bun sale at Halloween, which was 

LORETO COLLEGE SVP GROUP HAMPER APPEAL

a great success, with an amazing 
£425 raised. This year the group 
has also re-introduced its weekly 
visits to Edenmore Residential 
Home where SVP volunteers go 
each Thursday after school on a 
rota basis to chat, sing and play 
board games with the residents. 
In the New Year the group plans 
to have a bag packing day and a 

quiz night, as well as other potential 
ideas which are in the pipeline. 
 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the students and Mr Conroy for 
their consideration and generosity 
in encouraging students from 
throughout the school to donate to 
this excellent cause.

Two students at 
Loreto College 
Coleraine 
carried out 
some fund-
raising during 
the Spring Term 
on behalf of 
members of 
their families.

Grace Dougan, a Year 9 student, raised £403 by 
selling wristbands to support her little cousin Sophie. 
Sophie has cerebral palsy and was selected for a life 
changing operation in St. Louis, U.S.A.  Meanwhile 
Aoife Kelly (also Year 9), whose cousin Eve was due to 
undergo the same operation in June, raised £266 by 
making up a hamper and selling tickets.

Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice Co-ordinator at 

FUND-RAISING BY LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Loreto College, paid tribute to both students for their 
generosity and endeavour in support of others and, 
on behalf of both Grace and Aoife, thanked everyone 
who had contributed so generously to both appeals.

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS 
IN MAGNIFICENT TROCAIRE EFFORT

Staff and students of Loreto College 
Coleraine have raised a magnificent 
total of £5779.60 for Trócaire in the 
College’s annual Lenten fund-raising 
campaign.

Each form class in the College 
collected money each week, with 
some classes organising specific 
activities, such as raffles and cake 
sales, to add to their funds.  In 
addition to this, all Year 10 students 
took part in a Sponsored Walk 
(organised by Head of Year 10 
Mrs Jane Nugent), which raised 
a wonderful £1451.41.  In the 

Physical Education department, 
a Netball event organised by Mrs 
Maureen McCullough and Ms 
Julie Wilson raised £60, while a 
Year 9-10 Soccer tournament 
organised by Mr Paul Byrne raised 
£96.60.   An impressive number 
of students took part in the annual 
Trócaire Fast, raising £719.  Top 
form classes in each year group 
were presented with certificates of 
achievement, while the top fund-
raiser in the whole school was 
Maria Quinn, Year 8, who raised a 
magnificent £155.

Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice 

Co-ordinator at Loreto College, paid 
tribute to all those who had got 
involved in the Trócaire campaign 
this year, contributing their initiative, 
ideas and generosity to such great 
effect.  Mrs McCool commented 
that seeing such an impressive 
sum being raised for such a good 
cause during times of recession 
was evidence of the Loreto ethos in 
action.  Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, thanked Mrs McCool 
for leading the fund-raising and 
joined her in paying tribute to the 
generosity of everyone who had 
contributed their time, effort, ideas 
and financial support. 



100 101

LoretoLore Mag. 11-12 LoretoLore Mag. 11-12

Representatives of Action MS paid 
tribute to three students from Loreto 
College Coleraine during the Spring 
Term, and presented the trio with 
certificates to mark the contribution 
they had made to this very worthy 
cause.

Students Victoria Bell (Year 11), 
Rhiannon Turner (Year 11) and 
Natalie Costello (Year 14) had taken 
part in the local Action MS street 
collection. 

ACTION MS PAY TRIBUTE TO 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

A student from Loreto College 
Coleraine has raised funds for the 
Loreto school in Sudan through 
participating in the Fun Run section 
of the Belfast Marathon.

Finn Lestas, who is in Year 8 at 
Loreto College, completed the 5km 
Fun Run course on Marathon Day.  
He collected sponsorship money, 
and was also supported by his form 
class and his form teacher Mrs 
Mabel McAleese, who held a bun 
sale in school to raise additional 
money.  In total Finn raised an 

LORETO 
COLLEGE 
STUDENT 

RAISES FUN 
RUN FUNDS

impressive £276 for Loreto 
College’s sister school in Sudan.
Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social 
Justice Co-ordinator at Loreto 
College, praised Finn for his 
initiative and generosity in support 
of others following this tremendous 

The Action MS representatives paid 
tribute to these three outstanding 
young people for their generosity 
in giving up their free time in the 
service of others.  Mrs Lorraine 
McCool, Social Justice co-ordinator 
at Loreto College, added that this 
was just one of a very significant 
number of worthwhile and generous 
initiatives in which students at 
Loreto College were involved 
throughout the year. 

effort.  Finn was presented with a 
certificate at Junior Assembly by Mr 
Michael James, College Principal, in 
recognition of his strong individual 
contribution to the year’s fund-
raising in support of the Loreto 
School in Sudan. 

HUMANITIES
LORETO COLLEGE’S JAMES McCULLAGH REACHES 

‘YOUNG APPRENTICE’ FINAL

excitement levels were high at 
Loreto College!

Here’s what www.digitalspy.co.uk 
said about James:

James McCullagh
 Age: 17
 Education: Studying for A Levels 

in English, Economics, 
Spanish and Biology

 Lives: County Derry, 
  Northern Ireland

Irishman James describes himself 
as a risk-taker and always follows 
his gut instinct. James got the joint 
highest score in GCSE Economics 
in Northern Ireland and feels he is 
a natural businessman.  He is a 
massive football fan and lists his 
passion as economics.

He says: “I have integrity, but when 
winning gets in the way of integrity, 
integrity goes out the window.”

In a Loreto Lore exclusive, one 
of our team braves the wrath 
of James McCullagh, finalist 
in 2012’s Young Apprentice, 
in an interview which breaks 
down the walls, shatters the 
perceptions, dispels the myths 
surrounding the charismatic 
entrepreneur. Please, hold your 
applause until the very end. This 
is James McCullagh- One in Fifty 
Thousand.

It’s a rainy Tuesday breaktime, and 
I’m standing outside the Drama 
Theatre, about to embark on what 
could be the most ground breaking 
and high profile exclusive of my 
journalistic career. Understandably 
I’m nervous. My brow sweats, my 
hands go all clammy and is it just 
me or is this tie uncomfortably tight? 

‘Who could evoke such fear?’ 
you say. You may well ask. I am 
only about to sit down and chat 
with one of Loreto’s, and indeed 
Portstewart’s, biggest exports. To James with the BBC Young Apprentice candidates and judges

James McCullagh, a Year 14 
student at Loreto College Coleraine, 
reached the final of the BBC’s 
Young Apprentice competition, 
which was screened just before 
Christmas.  In the final James 
competed against just one other 
candidate for the right to call 
himself Lord Sugar’s latest Young 
Apprentice, and to win access 
to a fund worth £25,000, which 
would go towards kick-starting the 
winner’s business career, and would 
be tailored to their individual career 
prospects and development.

To get to the final, James was 
one of twelve young people from 
throughout the UK who embarked 
on a series of tough tasks, pushing 
their skills to the limit. The young 
candidates faced the same cut-
throat competition as in the adult 
series – it was survival of the 
fittest as the tasks became more 
challenging.

From all corners of the UK, each of 
the aspiring moguls was selected 
for their academic flair and burning 
passion for business - Lord Sugar 
had spotted something in all of 
them, but only one could succeed 
in becoming the next Young 
Apprentice.

As the series 

began, all twelve finalists thought 
they had what it takes, but the 
tasks throughout the eight-week 
series revealed whether they 
could prove themselves when 
the pressure was on. Lord Sugar 
warned them from the start: “You 
are young, don’t try and pretend 
like you know it all because believe 
me it’ll be embarrassing.” With 
tasks including making and selling 
ice cream, launching a new brand 
of deodorant and creating an 
online video game, the candidates 
quickly learned that Lord Sugar 
doesn’t hang about when it comes 
to separating the wheat from the 
chaff. Lord Sugar was, once again, 
aided by his no-nonsense advisers 
Nick Hewer and Karren Brady who 
scrutinised the candidates’ every 
move during the weekly tasks.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented:
‘Everyone at Loreto is immensely 
proud of what James has achieved.  
His performance in high-pressure 
situations on national television 
has been superb, and we wish him 
every success and good luck in the 
final.’

The final of Young Apprentice was 
shown on BBC1 on Monday 12th 

December at 9pm.  
As the date 
approached, 
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some, he’s Captain Vanilla, purveyor 
of one pound ice creams and 
dodgy souvenirs alike. To others, 
he’s the young bull-in-a-china-
shop who went on to become the 
brilliant and innovative runner- up 
of 2012’s Young Apprentice. But to 
us, he’s James McCullagh of Year 
14 at Loreto College Coleraine, 
shrewd economist, hard-nosed 
business man and fearsome wit, 
and anyone who has the fortune of 
being acquainted with James will 
know also that his acid tongue is 
the dread of his many long-suffering 
targets. 

Just to jog your memory, let me 
select a few choice quotes from this 
year’s Young Apprentice so you can 
see what I am dealing with here:

‘I have integrity, but when winning 
gets in the way of integrity, integrity 
goes out the window.’

‘I’m 16 going on 67.’

‘Nothing’s funny unless it offends 
someone.’

But alas, I must go forward to 
meet my fate and, sure enough, 
James has positioned himself in 
his preferred seat in the middle 
of the Drama Theatre. Indeed, he 
is a regular haunt of the venue, 
and let’s just say more than one 
Drama student has been the victim 
of his jesting, not to say, ahem, 
crushing, remarks. Today, I’m afraid, 
is no different, and in his languid 
Portstewart drawl he states:

‘I love the way you’re going up 
the mountain dressed like Kate 
Middleton.’ That’s the Duchess 

of Cambridge to you and me. 
(Today is the annual trip to the 
Mournes.) Such is James’ attitude 
to the establishment. Then again, 
I tell myself, this is the man who 
proposed to sell Scotland to remedy 
the budget deficit. I try, in vain, to 
think of an intelligent remark and 
instead divert to a loud, nervous 
laugh. This is going wonderfully 
already.

James reclines in his seat, a mug of 
coffee and his iPhone on the desk 
in front of him, surrounded by his 
entourage. Quite the businessman. 
‘You can tell them how important 
and busy I look,’ he so kindly points 
out. I note this carefully. Upsetting 
the runner up of the Young 
Apprentice is not something anyone 
does lightly.

But as we progress into the 
interview, it’s clear to see that 
James is, you may want to sit down 
for this, not quite so fearsome at all. 
He is, in fact, witty, sharp-tongued 
yes, but also accommodating, 
chatty, genuine and really very nice 
all around! Throughout the interview 
James is open, candid, and 
wonderfully forthcoming about his 
experience on the Apprentice. 

He tells me he’s always had an 
interest in business. ‘I had recently 
made some money on a few small 
business ventures and had also 
got 1st in GCSE Economics, so I 
thought I’d give it a go.’ But this 
wasn’t the only reason for his 
decision to enter the prestigious 
competition…

‘I was also a massive Apprentice 
fan so that obviously encouraged 

me. I think everyone watches the 
show and shouts at the TV saying 
“What are you doing!?” so after a 
few years of shouting at the adult 
candidates I thought I could do a 
better job.’

I can see how this may be so. But 
something we both agree on is that 
to get anywhere on a show like the 
Apprentice, you need the tenacity 
and assertiveness that characterise 
James. ‘The application process 
was tough,’ he admits. 50,000 
people applied to the programme, 
in an online application form. After 
this, a few thousand that stood out 
were selected to come to interview. 

‘The first interview stage was VERY 
STRANGE. Thousands of teenagers 
in suits acting like they were Alan 
Sugar. The first interview can 
LITERALLY last 30 seconds or can 
last hours, some people didn’t finish 
until 1am in the morning, so they 
test you as much as they can.’ 

If you, like me, are an Apprentice 
fan, imagine multiplying ‘Stuart 
Baggs the brand’ by a thousand. A 
daunting prospect for anyone, no?
After what seems like an infinite 
number of interviews to my simple 
mind, James eventually made it 
through to the shows. ‘All in all, I 
worked out I had spent something 
crazy like a quarter of my year in 
London between interviews and 
filming the process itself. It is a lot 
harder to get on than it looks which 
is why I did feel bad for Mahammed 
when he was fired first.’ Ah, a 
human emotion! (Just joking, James 
is wonderful.) But emphatically he 
adds, ‘still, I was relieved.’ 

James went on to become one of 
the stand-out candidates of the 
competition, gaining the support 
of the viewers at home and indeed 
of the king of the stern stare, 
Nick Hewer! Or, as James calls 
him,‘Uncle Nick.’ At this point in 
our chat James lets me into a little 
Apprentice secret. ‘Lord Sugar, Nick 
and Karren had favourites. Lord 
Sugar loved Harry Hitchens, Karren 
loved Harry Maxwell, and Nick, I 
was his.’ I wonder if this might be 
the time to beg an introduction. 
Perhaps not. 

I’m beginning to feel rather 
inadequate and who wouldn’t next 
to the likes of a guy who hobnobs 
with the star of Countdown! And as 
James recounts, as he emerged to 
become one of the most high profile 
and promising candidates things 
just got better. As I ask him to recall 
his best moments, the answer is 
obvious.

‘Winning as project manager twice. 
Apparently I’m the only boy from 
The Young Apprentice to ever win 
as project manager, so to do it 
twice, and to be the only candidate 
on my series to win twice as project 
manager was a pretty good feeling. 
What can I say? I like being in 
charge.’

But in the end, despite getting 
into the final after rife speculation 
in the corridors of Loreto, James 
was pipped to the post by rival 
candidate Zara. We won’t spend 
too much time on her. But for the 
young Portstewart man who had 
gone from strength to strength 
during the process, it was initially a 
bitter pill to swallow.

‘Obviously losing in the final was my 
worst moment, which is something 
I don’t mind talking about. I thought 
I should have won and, if I had a 
better idea of what I wanted the 
money for, I have no doubt I would 
have won. But I think Zara deserved 
it, and maybe she needed the 
break?’ He adds:

‘It’s a cliché but I’m happy with how 
it worked out. People always say to 
me, you should have had an idea of 
what you wanted the money for, but 
to be honest, I’m happy with what 
it’s provided me with.’

Almost a year since the beginning 
of the process, James couldn’t 
be happier with how things have 
worked out. ‘I’ve made great 
contacts, gained great experience 
and I’m making money from it too. 
The Apprentice has provided me 
with an excellent year.’ He certainly 
didn’t slow down after the show, 
and is a regular celebrity, attending 
events, public speaking, working 
with charities and Coleraine Borough 
Council, and he’s even had time to 
work on a few ideas of his own.

‘I wouldn’t have had those 
opportunites had I won. Not winning 
has honestly worked out for the 
best and I’m glad it all worked out 
the way it did.’

 How zen. And despite his choc-a-
bloc diary (he’s also doing A-levels 
this year) he’s even had time to stay 
in touch with his ex-colleagues.

‘I talk to all of them quite regularly. 
I’ve had dinner with a few of them 
quite recently in London, as we 
don’t argue as much in real life.’

But possibly the most earth 
shattering moment of the interview 
is when I ask James what he views 
as the best thing he’s done since 
the Apprentice.

‘I have to say I’m really enjoying 
some charity work.’

I’m not the only one who’s a tad 
flabbergasted. Stephen McNicholl 
(lets call him one of James’ aides), 
previously occupied, does a double 
take with a facial expression that 
can only be described as a mixture 
of disgust, incredulity and horror. 
Could there be a soft centre behind 
that imposing exterior? I have to 
delve deeper!
 
‘Obviously I love making money 
from the opportunities that have 
presented themselves, but being 
asked to be a guest judge for 
the Young Enterprise Company 
Programme was really great fun, as 
was closing their prize ceremony to 
a crowd of 800 people at the new 
Titanic Centre- I never stop talking 
so helping other people in business 
and sharing any experiences I’ve 
had is actually quite fun. I’m no 

Mother Teresa, the bottom line 
is still important to me, but I’m 
enjoying working with others.’

Well, you can’t turn up your nose at 
that. And it seems James is only set 
to, excuse the cliché, go even more 
stellar. 

‘I’m looking into launching an app 
and I’m heading off to London for an 
internship with the largest Advertising 
Agency in the world, Saatchi & 
Saatchi. After that I think I might go 
to Uni and study Law, and of course 
I want to open my own business 
soon. I’m working on a few ideas.’

I’ve been waiting to ask the 
question all through the interview, 
and I have to ask, are James and 
Lord Sugar now pals? But I’m afraid 
at this point I’m disappointed.
‘I suppose Lord Sugar and I didn’t 
end on great terms. He sent me a 
reference for my CV and he did tell 
me after the final to give him a call 
and to always keep him informed as 
to what I was doing. But I didn’t call 
him. I suppose my view is that he 
had his chance to invest in me and 
he blew it so I have a point to prove. 
I don’t want to be his best friend, I 
just wanted his money. Haha.’ 

How refreshing. I resist the urge 
to shout, ‘Go James!’  who has, 
unsurprisingly, acquired a rather 
distinguished new bestie!

‘I speak to Nick regularly, we’re 
going for lunch this summer, and I 
might even go watch an episode or 
two of Countdown being filmed. He 
is a genuinely great businessman 
and one of the nicest guys you 
could meet. We even went for coffee 
in the Diamond Centre last time he 
was in Ireland. That sounds like a lie 
but I swear it’s not. CRAZY.’

Possibly more shocking than the 
fact Nick met James for coffee is 
the fact Nick met James for coffee 
in the Diamond Centre. I would 
have thought being city slickers 
they’d be Starbucks men. 

But what do I know about the 
whims of the rich and famous? 
This is the finalist of the Young 
Apprentice I’m talking to, after all.

Catherine McLaughlin Y13James introduces the Economics Department on Open Day

James autographs 
copies of Loreto Lore 2011
for his fans
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A group of students and teachers 
from Granada, Spain, spent 10 
days with sixth form students 
from Loreto College Coleraine in 
September as part of an ongoing 
exchange programme.  Organised 
by Head of Spanish Mr Peter 
Loughran, the Exchange aims to 
enhance students’ language skills 
as well as their understanding and 
appreciation of each other’s culture 
and customs.

The trip was a return visit, as a party 
of thirteen Year 13 students from 
Loreto College had already spent 
ten days with their partner students 
in Granada in April 2011.  The 
Loreto College Granada Exchange 
is organised in conjunction with 
fellow A level Spanish students and 

SPANISH VISITORS ENJOY LORETO COLLEGE TRIP

their teachers from three schools in 
Co. Armagh: St Paul’s High School 
Bessbrook, St Catherine’s College 
Armagh and St Michael’s Grammar 
School Lurgan. 

During their visit, the Spanish 
students gained several days’ 
experience of everyday life as a 
sixth form student at Loreto College, 
as well as sampling family life with 
their host students.  They also 
enjoyed trips to some of Northern 
Ireland’s main tourist attractions: 
Portrush, the Giant’s Causeway, 
the W5 Centre and shopping areas 
of Belfast as well as a day trip to 
the historic and scenic attractions 
of Derry.  The students were, of 
course, encouraged to perfect their 
use of English during the trip, and 

to benefit from their experience of 
everyday life in Northern Ireland, 
even if this did occasionally involve 
some rather unpleasant weather.  In 
turn the opportunity was there for 
Loreto College’s host students to 
practise their Spanish - especially 
important as these students are all 
preparing for the A level Spanish 
examinations later in the year.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, was delighted to 
welcome the Spanish visitors to the 
school, and congratulated all the 
staff and students on the excellent 
collaborative partnership which 
existed across the Coleraine - 
Granada link. 

The Senior Debating team from 
Loreto College Coleraine received 
a Commendation following its 
participation in the Northern Ireland 
Schools vs Chairs’ Forum debating 
competition 2011.  

Team-members Caoimhe Bond 
(Year 14), Shannon Costello 
(Year 14) Katherine Giddins (Year 
14) and Jack McCann (Year 13) 
worked together to write a paper 
for submission to the competition 
organizers; on the basis of these 
papers, a small number of students 
was to be selected to participate in 
a debate chaired by Lembit Opik in 
November 2011.  Although the Loreto team did not 
win through to the actual debating team, the judging 
panel considered the students’ entry to be of a high 
standard, and decided to award a commendation 
to Loreto College.  An invitation was extended that 
Loreto College be represented at this prestigious 
debate, at which a commendation trophy was 
presented to the College.  

DEBATING COMMENDATION 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE SENIOR TEAM

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, 
congratulated the team members and Mrs Siobhan 
Mullan, Co-ordinator of Public Speaking at the school, 
on this tremendous success: in such a prestigious 
competition so early in the debating season, receiving 
a commendation was a great vote of confidence in the 
ability and potential of the College’s debating team.

Three students from Loreto 
College Coleraine took part with 
some distinction in October in 
the Northern Ireland heat of the 
BBC’s Shakespeare ‘Off By Heart’ 
competition.

Students Ben Levy (Year 12), 
Conal McGinley (Year 11) and 
Rhiannon Turner (Year 11) were 
selected by Mrs Oonah McEwan, 
Head of Drama at Loreto College, 
to represent their school in the 
Northern Ireland regional heat of 
this UK-wide competition.  The 
three students attended the 
regional heat and workshop, 
delivered in collaboration with the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival, with 
skilled teachers and professional 
actors.  At the event, contestants 
were expected to know their one 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS HAVE SHAKESPEARE 
‘OFF BY HEART’

chosen speech for the initial stage 
of the competition off by heart 
and were judged on their delivery 
and articulation, comprehension, 
physical expression used to 
enhance meaning and their 
potential for further development.

At the Belfast event, two students 
were selected to be filmed, from 
among all those taking part, 
representing schools from all parts 
of Northern Ireland. Loreto College’s 
Ben Levy was selected as one of 
these ‘top two’, from which the 
overall winner of the Northern 
Ireland heat will be selected.  Ben 
was to be informed just before 
Christmas whether or not he has 
been successful in his quest to go 
to Stratford Upon Avon as one of 
nine UK finalists.

All three students and Mrs McEwan 
were congratulated on this 
tremendous achievement by Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, on behalf of all the staff 
and students of the school: Mr 
James added that everyone in the 
College would be delighted to see 
Ben progress even further in the 
competition next term.
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A group of GCSE History students 
from Loreto College Coleraine spent 
an educational and enjoyable five 
days in Berlin at the end of October 
to complement their studies.

The students, who were all in Years 
11 and 12 at the College, enjoyed a 
very full programme of activities and 
visits.  Highlights of the trip included 

BERLIN ADVENTURE
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

visits to the Wahnsee, the Olympic 
Stadium, Checkpoint Charlie, the 
Berlin Wall and Wall Museum, 
the Holocaust Memorial and the 
Sachsenhausen Concentration 
Camp.  The students, and the 
staff who accompanied them (Mr 
Bob Murphy, Mr Paul Cunning, 
Mrs Siobhan Mullan and Bean Ui 
Mhainain) found the trip to be both 

thought-provoking and enjoyable.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to Mr 
Bob Murphy, Head of History, who 
organised and led the trip, for the 
imaginative and meticulous planning 
of such a wonderful educational 
experience for the GCSE History 
students. 

A team of students from Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in the 
annual Association of Business 
and Professional Women Public 
Speaking event, held in the Michelin 
Athletic Club, Ballymena on 15th 
October.

At the event, each school was 
represented by a team of three 
speakers.  Each team had to 
conduct a public meeting in 
miniature, with the students acting, 
respectively, as Chairperson, 
Speaker and Expresser of Thanks.  
The topic for discussion was 
‘For the European Union, For the 
Economy.’  Loreto College was 
represented by Caoimhe Bond 
(Year 14), Katherine Giddins (Year 
14) and Ben Levy (Year 12).  Acting 
as Speaker, Katherine Giddins 
delivered a speech which had 
been written by fellow student and 
senior debating team member Jack 
McCann (Year 13). 

Despite an excellent performance 
by the Loreto College team, the 
group lost out narrowly to a team 
from St Louis’ GS Ballymena, which 
was named Regional Winner and 

LORETO COLLEGE SPEAKERS 
IMPRESS AT BUSINESS AND 

PROFESSIONAL WOMEN EVENT

will go through to the Northern 
Ireland final.  

The judges commented that they 
were extremely impressed by the 
standard of all the teams.  Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, paid tribute to the four 
students who had contributed 
to the College’s creditable 
representation in the competition, 
and to Mrs Siobhan Mullan, Co-
ordinator of Public Speaking at the 
school, who had helped them to 
prepare their speeches. 

SCHOOL 
MAGAZINE 
LAUNCHED 
AT LORETO 
COLLEGE 

COLERAINE

The 2011 edition of the annual 
School Magazine, Loreto Lore, 
was launched at Loreto College 
Coleraine on Monday 14th 
November 2011. 
 
Providing a record of all major 
school and extra-curricular 
events throughout the 2010-
2011 academic year, the 
Magazine contains hundreds 
of photos, many in full 
colour, as well as numerous 
articles, artistic and creative 
contributions from students 
from throughout the College. 
 
Paying tribute to the Editor, 
Mrs C Little, and the very 
dedicated team of students 
on the Editorial Committee, Mr 
Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented: 
“The magazine provides a 
snapshot of the activities which 
took place in school in the past 
academic year, from liturgical to 
academic, creative to sporting.  
It is an excellent publication, 
which provides a valuable 
record of school life for the 
years to come.” 
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A student from Loreto College 
Coleraine won through the local and 
regional heats of the annual Rotary 
Youth Leadership Development 
competition and was among those 
representing Ireland in Strasbourg 
during the February mid-term break.

Jack McCann, who is in Year 13 at 
Loreto College, took first place in 
the local heat of the competition, 
held in Coleraine in early November.  
He then represented the local area 
in the regional heat in Enniskillen 
on Monday 14th November, and 
was selected as one of the three 
regional winners who would attend 
the Euroscola event in the European 
Parliament, Strasbourg, later in the 
year.  Jack also had the opportunity 
to take part in youth debates in 
Stormont and in the Dail with his 
fellow youth leaders in preparation 
for the Strasbourg event.

ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP HONOUR 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

No stranger to success, Jack is well known in Loreto College 
as the winner of numerous prestigious awards at 
the BT Young Scientist Exhibition, the 
NI Young Innovators Science Fair 
and the ISEF Science Fair held in Los 
Angeles last spring.  Jack had a busy 
and exciting schedule this year: he 
was also one of three Loreto College 
students who represented Northern 
Ireland at the annual Big Bang 
Science and Technology Exhibition 
in Birmingham early in 2012.  An 
accomplished speaker as well as 
an expert scientist, Jack is also a 
member of the Senior Debating team 
from Loreto College which was this 
year awarded a Commendation in the 
Northern Ireland Schools vs Chairs’ 
Forum competition.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, congratulated Jack on 
this highly impressive achievement, 
commending him on his enthusiasm, hard work and leadership skills as well 
as his absolute determination to succeed. 

The Rotary Youth Leadership 
Development Award is one in 
which the school has quite proudly 
put forward candidates to local 
area interviews in past years. This 
year I had the pleasure of being 
interviewed by both Miss Toner and 
Mr Gallagher, along with six other 
candidates of admirable merit, for 
the school’s nomination. 

After succeeding in the school’s 
application process, I went to 
the Lodge Hotel one afternoon 
to the local Coleraine Rotary 
Club contesting that area’s Youth 
Leadership Award nomination to 
the district finals in Enniskillen. A 
warm and welcoming club, students 
from local schools in the Coleraine 
area were then again interviewed 
and I progressed to the final stage. 
There I met with some more senior 
members of the Rotary organisation 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP TRIP

and was interviewed by external 
interviewers. This included a 
civil servant, a human resource 
manager, a prominent businessman 
and a DUP councillor. Being 
successful there, I was afforded 
the wonderful opportunity to take 
a week-long tour of Stormont, the 
Dáil, and the European Parliament 
in Strasbourg, France. 

Twenty-four students in sixth 
form, from schools stretching 
from Northern Coleraine to quite 
southern Co. Cork, took part in the 
trip led by members of Rotary. This 
opportunity awarded to us was due 
to the fact that the internationally 
praised Rotary organisation takes 
such pride in young people, charity, 
and socio-economic development 
both in the Western world and afar. 

The group met in Belfast and, after 

somewhat nervous introductions, 
visited the European Office in 
Belfast:  the first hurdle for the only 
euro-sceptic on the trip. There was 
a rather lively debate among the 
group convened by the head of the 
European Office on environmental 
issues, European values and the 
much known Euro crisis. We then 
visited Stormont and had a fifteen 
minute Q&A session with MLAs 
from each of the parties. Such 
MLAs included Cahal Hassan, 
Simon Hamilton, Margaret Ritchie 
and Roy Beggs.  

The next stop on our action-
packed week was in Dublin. The 
southerners, looking a lot less 
bewildered than they were in 
Stormont, were exasperated at 
visiting the European Office in 
Dublin and then the Dáil. At the 
EU Office we had a Q&A session 

with an EU bureaucrat who took us 
through the parliamentary system 
of the European Union. It was 
most exciting to hear about the 
agricultural legislation he worked 
on regarding the development of 
the eastern bloc. When we arrived 
at the Dáil we were greeted with 
a cartel of protestors on every 
issue of the present time (however 
fortunately not directed at us). We 
had a tour and sat in on a debate 
about the day’s business.

But the wonder struck when, sat in 
the Dáil bar recovering after a long 
day (with tea, I may add), Taoiseach 
Enda Kenny walked in - to meet us. 
We had the pleasure of introductions 
and conversing on our career 
aspirations. All things political were 
left aside as we chatted pleasantly 
about his time as a party leader and 
Taoiseach during these tough times. 

Moving on from Dublin we 
proceeded to the highlight of the 
trip – The Euroscola. This event 
brought together delegations of 
twenty to thirty young people from 
each of the twenty-seven member 
states in the European Union to sit 

in the Parliament chamber. Each 
young person was assigned a topic 
previously before coming to the 
event; mine being EU Foreign and 
Security Policy. All of the young 
people were then split up into their 
respective committees numbering 
about one hundred people. A 
short leadership battle was fought 
through speeches and I was elected 
chair of the committee. We then 
debated how Europe should move 
forward on topics such as Iran, 
the possible unification of a single 
European army, the illegal trafficking 
of people from eastern-Europe and 
other topics of concern. From this a 
mock resolution was formed. 

All sorts of excitement came 
when we all entered back into the 
chamber. I gave a speech to the 
six hundred young people and 
other officials on our committee’s 
resolution, and then took questions 
from the floor in what was a rather 
heated debate. All the young people 
then voted for, against or abstain 
on their electronic voting pads - 
the resolution passed with a large 
majority, making a clear statement 
of future courses of action to the 

European officials in this area. 

All of the twenty-four young people 
from the Isle of Ireland had a most 
wonderful trip. Through this trip 
the Rotary organisation sent a 
clear message of the commitment 
they had to the development 
of us as young leaders of the 
future. Whether it is in business, 
academia, services or my own 
interest, politics, this certainly was 
an experience that will contribute 
to nurturing our careers. To be 
among other passionate people 
with similar interests but different 
view-points paid tribute to the 
individuality that young people have 
in Northern Ireland. Today we are 
not ashamed of our roots despite 
a troubled past. The profundity 
of this trip was to be found in a 
deep sense of cross-community 
understanding - the staying up at 
night into the small hours to discuss 
the future prospects of our nation 
may be uncommon for the young 
people of today, but it is certainly 
not forgotten. It is a true testimony 
to the progression the people of 
Northern Ireland seek today. 

Jack McCann Y13

STUDENT 
COUNCIL 
2011-2012

Following an election process, the 
following students were elected to 
serve as the Loreto College Student 
Council for this year:

 Year 9 - Aidan Boyle, 
   Daire Mullan;
 Year 10 - Jack Ball, Orla Rafferty;
 Year 11 - Oliver Ferris, 
   Maria McLaughlin;
 Year 12 - Ruairi McPoland, 
   Rachel O’Kane;
 Year 13 - Aileen McAlister, 
   Tomas McCloskey;
 Year 14 - Connor McCann, 
   Laura McKeague;
 Head Boy - Conal Gormley
 Head Girl - Anna Breslin.

DRUGS AWARENESS
TALK FOR YEAR 12

Loreto’s Year 12 pupils were held in awe as Jackie Burke shared his life 
story with them. On Tuesday 4th October, Jackie, a recovered drug addict, 
visited Loreto with the objective that sharing his own story might deter 
others from going down that path.

In the first session, he alerted pupils to the different types of drugs available; 
he produced a display of what they look like and warned of the short and 
long term effects of each drug. 

In the second session, Jackie shared his own experiences with the group: 
he told of how he lost close family and good friends as a result of his 
addiction; he spoke of how he lost jobs and houses too. It was a poignant 
story of his pitiful downfall and of how he reached rock bottom. Jackie 
spoke of how Christ’s love and that of his determined mother brought him 
back to health and offered him a life of love and ‘normality’. 

In the third session, many eager pupils had the chance to ask Jackie 
questions about his life and experiences.  Jackie’s honesty and frankness 
about the dangers of drugs and about his own life story is to be applauded. 
It was certainly appreciated by Loreto’s Year 12 pupils.

Bean Uí Mhaoláin
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SENIOR PREFECTS LEARN TO LEAD

A day of team-building and 

leadership training was arranged 

for our Senior Prefects, composed 

of two half-day workshops led by 

representatives of the Royal Navy 

on Friday 18th November.  The 

workshops included a number of 

challenging problem-solving and 

team-building activities and the 

Senior Prefects report that it was 

enjoyable and highly beneficial.

IRISH CAREERS FAIR

All students of Irish in Years 11-14 
attended a half-day Careers Fair, 
exploring careers for which the 
study of Irish to a high level would 
be essential or beneficial.  The Fair 
was hosted by Loreto College and 
held in the Drama Theatre.

DUBLIN 
GALLERIES 

TRIP

All students of Art & Design in 
Years 12, 13 and 14 took part 
in the annual Coleraine Girls’ 

HS/Loreto College joint Art trip 
on Friday 18th November.  In 
the course of a busy day, the 

students visited the Hugh Lane 
Gallery, the National Museum and 

the Museum of Modern Art in 
Dublin. 
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16th December 2011 saw a day 
of excitement, entertainment, 
enthusiasm and, most importantly, 
enjoyment for Loreto’s Irish 
speakers.  The Irish Department 
hosted its second annual Year Eight 
Scór na Nollag: a celebration of 
music, dance, drama, quizzes and 
photography.

In the run up to the big day, a 
fantastic contribution was made 
by the energetic and enthusiastic 
Year 8 classes. Songs were learned 
off by heart, creative and inspired 
photography was displayed 
and dances were practised with 

SCOR NA NOLLAG AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

rhythmic perfection. As a warm up 
on the morning itself, all 125 pupils 
participated energetically in ‘The 
Hokey Cokey’ as Gaeilge; many 
croaky voices were later heard 
but the happy and beaming faces 
certainly outweighed this minor 
inconvenience!

In turn, each class courageously 
took to the floor and performed 
their class song. This was followed 
by the smaller group acts, with 
solo singing and Irish dancing 
being the order of the day. An all-
encompassing quiz tested the grey 
matter of the Year Eight pupils, who 

rose to the challenge and answered 
as best they could. Additionally, the 
pre-submitted photographs were 
judged on originality of picture and 
caption. Each class accumulated 
marks from all events and prizes 
were awarded accordingly. 

Irish teachers Bean Uí Mhianáin 
and Bean Uí Mhaoláin would like 
to thank all Year Eight pupils, 
who prepared and participated 
with fervent animation. Hearty 
congratulations to the winners 
and runners up of each section 
and particularly to the overall Scór 
winners: 8C.

As is traditional, Irish classes 
marked the Feast of St Brigid on 
1st February by making St Brigid’s 
Crosses.  Rushes were gathered 
and woven in the traditional pattern 
during lessons as a celebration of 
Irish cultural heritage, language and 
the saint’s feast day.
Some of our particularly adept 
cross-weavers are pictured here.

CELEBRATING ST BRIGID IN THE IRISH DEPARTMENT

A talented young chef from Loreto 
College Coleraine has taken top 
honours in the local and Northern 
Ireland heats of the Rotary Young 
Chef competition this year. 

Rotary International in Great 
Britain & Ireland believes it is 
highly important to encourage and 
develop creativity in young people, 
and this includes creativity in the 
kitchen. Cooking is a growing 
interest amongst young people and 
a valuable life skill. Schools seem 
to agree and hence the RIBI Young 
Chef competition, in association 
with Filippo Berio, moves forward 
from strength to strength each year, 
producing some superb quality 
cooking from our young people 
aged from 11 to 17.

Therefore on Monday 16th January 
the Coleraine heats of the RIBI 
Young Chef competition took place 
in Loreto, with 5 of the 6 finalists 

SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE 
YOUNG CHEF IN 

ROTARY COMPETITION

coming from the College and the 
final student from North Coast 
Integrated College.  The students 
had to produce a 3 course healthy 
meal for £15 within two hours.

The judging panel consisted of 
a member of the local RIBI, a 
catering specialist, a nutrition 
expert and a chef from the Ramore 
Wine Bar, Portrush.  An extremely 
enjoyable morning ensued, with the 
students showing off their excellent 
culinary skills and creativity.  The 
judging panel commented on the 
exceptionally high standard from 
all the students involved and we 
in Loreto College were delighted 
that Payton Mullan Y11 won on the 
day.  Her menu was a clear winner 
with all the judges and all agreed 
she thoroughly deserved her prize 
of a pastry and dessert making 
session, courtesy of the Wine Bar.  
Saachi Khullar Y10 was highly 
commended for her Indian themed 
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menu.  Payton went on to represent 
Coleraine in the Northern Ireland 
final in Belfast on 28th January and 
once again was successful.  

Mrs Mabel McAleese, Head of 
Home Economics at Loreto College 

Coleraine, commented: ‘We are 
very proud of what Payton has 
achieved, and delighted that she 
progressed to the All Ireland finals in 
Dublin on the 25th February.’

Michael James, Principal of Loreto 

College, paid tribute to all those 
who took part in the competition – 
whether organising, competing or 
adjudicating – and wished Payton 
every success in the All Ireland 
finals on behalf of all the staff and 
students of the College.

A team from Loreto College Coleraine has become 
one of only six from throughout Northern Ireland to 
progress to the Northern Ireland Regional Forum of 
the European Youth Parliament.  

The Loreto College team of twelve Year 13 pupils was 
allocated a resolution to write and debate on Thursday 
29th March 2012 at Belfast 
Metropolitan College. In 
order to get to this stage, 
the pupils had to collectively 
write an essay in response 
to the question: “Is the 
Single Currency detrimental 
to the economic stability 
of the European Union?”  
Each team member also 
had to write an introductory 
paragraph outlining their 
role in the research and 
writing of the essay.   This 

SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE TEAM IN 
EUROPEAN YOUTH PARLIAMENT COMPETITION

was submitted in December.

The team members were: Jack McCann (Captain), 
Gemma Reid (chief Linguist), Eve O’Loan (Linguist), 
Fiona McGrath, Norene McBride, Sean McKendry, 
Orrin Devlin, Ronan Cunning, Oonagh Nugent 
(linguist), Catherine McLaughlin (linguist), Niamh 

Meehan, and Clare Tracey 
(linguist).

Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
congratulated the team-
members and their teacher, 
Mrs Siobhan Mullan 
(Co-ordinator of Public 
Speaking and Debating at 
the school) on their success 
in the competition, and 
wished them every success 
in the next round.

On Thursday 29th of March 2012, 
ten Year 13 Loreto Students 
along with Co-ordinator of Public 
Speaking and debating at the 
school, Mrs Siobhan Mullan, left 
Loreto for the big city of Belfast to 
debate some of the most pressing 
and complex issues concerning the 
EU today. European foreign policy 
and cyber-security, the Eurozone 
economy and environmental 
issues were but a few of the areas 
the Loreto team had to brush up 
on to debate and discuss at the 
Northern Ireland Regional Finals 
of the European Youth Parliament 
competition, held in the Belfast 
Metropolitan College. As one of 
only six teams in Northern Ireland 
to reach this stage, the team, made 
up of a number of Year 13 students, 
had to collectively write an essay 
in response to the initially daunting 
question: ‘Is the single currency 
detrimental to the stability of the 
European Union?’

Any bafflement at this rather 
complicated debate was quickly put 
to the side as the team members 
threw themselves into researching 
the topic and coming up with 

EUROPEAN YOUTH PARLIAMENT 2012

an argument in response to the 
question. Skills of individual team 
members were invaluable- those 
with an affinity for Economics came 
to the fore in the factual side of the 
argument, while others showed 
a great capacity to structure an 
argument and come up with 
interesting and constructive ideas. 
Of course, in a debating team 
with a number of strongly minded 
individuals, the debating wasn’t 
always about the European Union! 
- but after pulling together to 
create a convincing argument, the 
team returned from the Christmas 
holidays to find out they had been 
put through to the regional final of 
the competition.
The real hard work then began, 
with the team showing their 
commitment and dedication by 
staying after school each Tuesday 
to structure their argument on how 
the European Union could meet its 
environmental targets in the future. 
Once again the team, assisted by 
Mrs Mullan’s knowledge of debating 
procedures and her passion for all 
things European, had to research 
this topic extensively, requiring 
a great deal of commitment 

and effort. As if the prospect of 
becoming experts on such a 
complicated and technical debate 
wasn’t frightening in itself, the 
debating team also had to research 
other areas such as foreign policy, 
defence and agriculture in order to 
debate other teams’ resolutions. 
Going to Belfast on that Thursday 
in March, we probably could have 
saved the world with our extensive 
knowledge!

Sadly though, it wasn’t meant to 
be. We debated valiantly, surprising 
ourselves at just how confident we 
could be, but the Loreto Debating 
team just weren’t meant to solve the 
EU’s problems that day. Although 
we were disappointed, I can safely 
say that every member got so much 
out of being a part of European 
Youth Parliament. Besides a great 
day out in Belfast’s beautiful Titanic 
Quarter, each member gained 
invaluable skills and qualities 
including teamwork, confidence 
and leadership. Things weren’t 
always rosy, but then again it was 
a debating team, and a wonderful 
experience for all involved. 

Catherine McLaughlin Y13

A team from Loreto College 
Coleraine won second place in the 

Derry heat of Gael Linn’s Senior 
Quiz, held in the White Horse Hotel 

on Wednesday 8th February. 
 

Pádraig Ó Cleirigh, Pól Ó hAogáin, 
Niamh Ní Dhochartaigh and Shaciara 

Ní Chathain proudly took second 
place, in a tightly-contested event 

which saw over 200 pupils from the 
area taking place in the competition.  

 
The students and their teachers, 

Bean Ui Mhainain and Bean Ui 
Mhaolain, were congratulated on 

this success by Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College.

GAEL LINN QUIZ SUCCESS FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE TEAM



116 117

LoretoLore Mag. 11-12 LoretoLore Mag. 11-12

Students of AS and A level English 
Literature and English Language at 
Loreto College Coleraine enjoyed 
a talk on careers in the field of 
journalism on Friday 10th February.

John Mulgrew, a former student 
of Loreto College, now works as a 
freelance journalist, writing daily for 
both the Belfast Telegraph and the 
Irish News.  In an informative and 
entertaining talk, he told the capacity 
audience of sixth formers in the 
College Library about his experience 
working as a journalist for two daily 
newspapers.  Students were also 
given a clear idea of the career paths 
they could follow if they wished to 
work in print or broadcast journalism, 
as well as hearing an honest account 
of the hard work, pressure and job 

JOURNALISM TALK FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

satisfaction involved in such a career.

Mrs Caragh Little, Head of English 
at Loreto College, paid tribute 
to John Mulgrew for such an 
interesting talk, commenting that it 
had been inspiring for the current 

A level students to see a former 
student who was now so successful 
in such a competitive field, and to 
learn how the work they were doing 
on a daily basis to prepare for their 
AS and A level examinations could 
have such direct relevance to their 
future employment. 

SHARE SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

A team of sixth form Economics 
students from Loreto College 
Coleraine scored a success in the 
annual Belfast Telegraph Shares 
competition, sponsored by Investec.

The eight Year 13 students 
took part in the province-wide 
competition along with students 
from 35 other schools.  The Loreto 
College team had a notional sum 

of £100,000 to invest in stocks 
registered on the Stock Market 
(FTSE 350).  Every month the 
team members made decisions 
based on which stocks to buy or 
sell.  Some stocks rose in value 
whilst others fell.  The aim of the 
competition was for the students 
to manage their portfolio of stocks 
to maximise the initial investment 
and increase its value above that 

of other schools.  By the end of the 
competition on 10th February 2012, 
the Loreto students had soared up 
the table, finishing in second place 
in the province.  An impressive 24% 
return on the initial investment had 
even managed to outperform the 
4.63% rise in the value of the FTSE 
350 index since the competition 
got underway in October.   The 
team members were awarded £250 
worth of HMV vouchers and were 
delighted with their performance! 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to the 
Economics team on its sustained 
success and excellent finishing 
position, and to their Economics 
teacher, Miss Stacey O’Neill.  The 
team-members were: Aidan Carlin, 
Adam Cummings, Niamh Meehan, 
Caoimhe McCullagh, Kirsty 
McCormick, Liam McVeigh, Ruairi 
Mooney and Ryan Reynolds, all 
of whom are AS Level Economics 
students. 

The week leading up to the St 
Patrick’s Day holiday saw dual 
celebrations at Loreto College 
Coleraine, Specialist School, with 
the marking of Seachtain na Gaelige 
(Irish Week) and European Day. 

Seachtain na Gaeilge (Irish Week) 
proved most enjoyable, as always. 
Pupils enjoyed a week of activities 
and entertainment and the fact that 
all Irish books were left at home 
for the week only added to the joy. 
The week’s events included a lively 
lunchtime ceili. The school canteen, 
Café Lorette, was at the centre of 
Seachtain na Gaelige this year, with 
delicacies such as Irish Stew, the 
Ulster Fry, soda bread, Leprechaun 
biscuits and Irish mint ice cream on 
offer in the seasonally-decorated 
canteen.  The Irish Department 
also held its annual Irish Mass 
in the convent chapel on Friday 
16th March. All in all, Seachtain na 
Gaeilge proved enjoyable as always. 
Bean Uí Mhianáin and Bean Uí 
Mhaoláin wish to say ‘Go raibh maith 

EUROPEAN DAY AND SEACHTAIN NA GAELIGE 
AT LORETO COLLEGE

agaibh’ to all pupils and staff who 
participated and assisted in any way. 
 
Thursday 15th March also saw the 
College’s annual European Day 
organised by the Modern Languages 
department. 
 
Marking the European dimension, 
Years 8-10 students at the 
Castlerock Road school were able 
to join in a range of lively activities, 
from a Eurovision Disco in which all 
Year 8 students enjoyed music from 
France, Spain, Germany, the UK and 
elsewhere, to a multi-lingual game 
of bingo for all Year 9 students, to 
an intensely contested European 
table quiz for all Year 10 students.  
Assistance at all these events was 
received from Year 11 students 
from GCSE level French, Spanish 
and Irish classes.  Meanwhile, 
throughout all departments of the 
College, European themed lessons 
were taking place, with the theme 
of diversity being explored and a 
multi-lingual approach being taken to 

teaching and learning activities. 
 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to Mrs 
Siobhan Mullan, European and 
Exchange Co-ordinator, and the 
members of the French, Irish and 
Spanish departments who had 
organised the day’s events as well 
as thanking Bean Uí Mhianáin and 
Bean Uí Mhaoláin for a very lively 
Seachtain na Gaelige.
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Several students from Loreto 
College Coleraine had a very 
successful evening at the Coleraine 
Borough Council Public Speaking 
competition at Flowerfield Arts 
Centre, Portstewart.  This was a 
new and innovative Schools’ Public 
Speaking Competition, where 
Primary and Post Primary school 
pupils debated and discussed 
the health, social and financial 
risks which smoking brings to the 
individual and family. 

Students from Loreto College won 
both classes in which the College 
was represented.  Category B, 
Post Primary School Year 8, 9 and 
10 pupils, was won by Finn Lestas 
(Year 8).  Finn’s topic was ‘If you 
think smoking is cool; you’re a fool.’  
Category C, Post Primary School 
Year 10, 11 and 12 pupils, was won 
by Ben Levy (Year 12), who spoke 
on the topic of:  ‘Be smart, don’t 
start.’ 

COMPETITION SUCCESS 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Loreto College was also 
represented with great distinction 
by Rebecca Dillon and Fianna Lynn 
(both Year 8). All students received 
certificates and complimentary 
passes for Coleraine Leisure Centre, 
while the winners received book 
tokens.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated the 
students and their teacher, Mrs 
Siobhan Mullan, Co-ordinator of 
Public Speaking at Loreto College, 
on this excellent success in what 
has been a great year of public 
speaking and debating successes 
for the school.

The Loreto College, Coleraine senior 
quiz team of Conor Doherty-Greene, 
Paige Browne, Annie McBride 
and Geraldine Mellon narrowly 
lost an exciting Senior Schools’ 
Challenge quarter final, hosted by 
Aquinas Grammar School, Belfast 
on Wednesday 21st March.  This 
prestigious competition is loosely 
based on University Challenge.
 
To gasps of delight from the 
audience, the quarter-final draw 
paired Loreto against rivals, Abbey 

LORETO EDGED OUT IN SCHOOLS’ QUIZ THRILLER

Grammar School, Newry, in a repeat 
of last year’s final.  This placed the 
two highest-ranked schools at this 
level, in Northern Ireland, together 
for a match that was worthy of the 
audience’s anticipation. 
 
In an exciting half-hour match, no 
team ever enjoyed a significant lead, 
with brief periods of dominance 
switching hands many times.  The 
audience responded to the 
manic pace and sheer volume 
of correct answers with great 
excitement.  With only two ‘starter’ 
questions not answered and only 
12 wrong answers throughout 
from 162 questions asked, this 
magnificent contest was worthy 
of the anticipation.  Three minutes 
from the end, and with the scores 
close, Abbey put together a good 
run on the buzzer that saw them 
through to the end and a winning 

score of 930-700. To put this in 
context, the combined total of the 
two teams in the next match barely 
matched Loreto’s score. 
 
Having seen off their strongest threat, 
it was no surprise that Abbey were 
crowned Northern Ireland Schools’ 
Challenge champions a few hours 
later with dominant performances in 
the semi-final and finals.  We wish 
them well in the UK finals in April, 
where they will be expected to match 
a performance that took them to last 
year’s national semi-final.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College congratulated the 
team members and their teacher, 
Mr Clarke Rice, on a spirited 
performance in the competition 
and on dedicated and detailed 
preparation in the run-up to this 
prestigious event.

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS BOUND FOR SPAIN

A group of A level Spanish students 
from Loreto College Coleraine, and 
their teacher, spent ten days in 
Spain as the Spring Term drew to a 
close. 
 
A party of eleven Year 13 students, 
all of whom were studying Spanish 
to AS level this year, along with 
Loreto’s Head of Spanish, Mr Peter 
Loughran, left for Granada on 
Wednesday 28th March, returning to 
Coleraine on Friday 6th April.  The 
Loreto College group joined with 
fellow A level Spanish students and 
their teachers from three schools in 
Co. Armagh: St Patrick’s Grammar 
School Armagh, St Catherine’s 
College Armagh and St Michael’s 
Grammar School Lurgan.  In total, 
43 students and four teachers 
made the journey from Northern 
Ireland to Granada. 
 
During their time in Spain, the 
students lived with Spanish families, 
as well as taking part in a number 
of activities with their exchange 
partner students.  They enjoyed 

activities such as a formal reception 
at Granada Town Hall, a trip to 
Sierra Nevada, a trip to the beach 
at Salobreña as well as trips to the 
Alhambra, to the Science Museum 
and an opportunity to go shopping 
for souvenirs. The students were, of 
course, encouraged to perfect their 
use of Spanish and to benefit from 

their experience of everyday life in 
Spain!

As the group prepared to depart 
for Granada, they were wished 
‘buen viaje’ by Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, on 
behalf of all the staff and students of 
the school.

A Year 8 student from Loreto 
College Coleraine this year reached 
the Top 50 in the BBC Radio 2 ‘500 
Words’ Short Story competition.

STORY SUCCESS FOR LORETO STUDENT LUCY

Lucy Maher submitted an 
imaginative story with a clever twist 
to this national competition, which 
was promoted by Chris Evans on 
his national radio Breakfast Show, 
and which this year attracted a 
record number of entries from 
throughout the UK.  Lucy’s story 
was selected as one of the Top 
50 from among approximately 
74,00 stories from throughout the 
UK, and she and her Mum won 
an all-expenses paid trip to the 
Hay Literary Festival, on Friday 1st 
June.  At the Festival, Lucy got to 
meet some of her favourite authors, 
such as Jacqueline Wilson, David 
Walliams and Charlie Higson, who 
were among the judging panel for 
the competition. 

Lucy, and with her English teacher 
Mrs Lorraine McCool, were 
congratulated on this wonderful 
achievement by Head of English 
Mrs Caragh Little, on behalf of all 
the staff and students of Loreto 
College, and wished well for the 
next round of the competition.  With 
memories of an exciting day at the 
Hay Festival and having had her 
story published on the BBC Radio 
2 website, Lucy is clearly a talent to 
watch in the field of writing!

You can read 
Lucy’s brilliant story in the 

Creative section of the Magazine!
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A Year 8 student from Loreto College 
Coleraine took first prize in the 
RiverRidge Recycling ‘Make Art Not 
Waste’ competition.

Kristian Hoy entitled his artwork 
‘Let’s Step in and Reduce our 
Carbon Footprint’ and won a trip to 
the world-renowned Eden Project 
as well as £500 for his school.  
Kristian’s work was automatically 
entered for the regional final and 
he is in with a chance of winning 
an iPad.  He has also now been 
entered for the Sustainable Ireland 
Awards 2012, in the Most Inspiring 
Environmental Project by a Young 
Person category  - an award 
ceremony which will be held in 
September 2012.

Kristian was modest about his 
success, commenting, ‘My class put 
together so many great art items I 
wasn’t sure who would win, but I’m 
delighted!’ His teacher, Mrs Michelle 
McGill, said, ‘I’d like to say how hard 
all of the students worked on their 
respective projects.  Their effort and 
commitment were unbelievable. They 

WASTE COMPETITION SUCCESS FOR LORETO 
COLLEGE ART STUDENTS

really thought about the message 
and I commend them all for doing so 
well.  All of the entries were superb.’

Brett Ross, Managing Director of 
RiverRidge Recycling said, ‘As 
a Materials Recovery Facility we 
believe it to be important to engage 
with the community and convey 
our environmental values to a multi-
generational audience.  We asked 
students to bring to life recyclable 
products and create something 
which will tell its own environmental 
message. I’ve been astounded 
at some of the works of art that 
the schoolchildren have made. 
They have really thought about the 
message and brought to life their 
interpretation of waste, recycling and 
the environment we live in.’

The Department of the Environment’s 
Rethink Waste NI programme 
supports the competition.  The 
judges for the Coleraine Council area 
were Mayor of Coleraine Alderman 
Maurice Bradley, Brett Ross, 
Managing Director of RiverRidge 
Recycling, and Lily Wallce, Creative 

Peace Mural Society.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
Kristian, his teacher Mrs McGill and 
all the students from the College who 
entered for the competition on their 
imaginative and thoughtful artworks 
and on their tremendous success.

Mrs McGill added: ‘Five first years 
worked hard to produce creative 
pieces of artwork based in response 
to the theme ‘Make Art Not Waste’-  
a competition sponsored by 
Riverridge Recycling.  Kristian Hoy 
was awarded overall winner for the 
Coleraine Borough Council area and 
received £500 for the school and 
a trip to Eden Project in Cornwall 
which will take place in September.  
The other Year 8 pupils, Pearse 
Donaghy, Niko Railton, Tommy-
Lee Donaghy and Piers Curran all 
received a £15 gift voucher.  I would 
like to thank all pupils involved as 
they gave up their free time to work 
on their projects.’

A Loreto College student has started 
in his quest to represent millions 
of teenagers through lobbying the 
House of Commons for better travel 
schemes for young people.

Jack McCann, who is in Year 13 at 
Loreto College, has been chosen 
as one of 11 members of the first 
national Youth Select Committee, 
which was launched during the 
Easter holidays by the British 
Youth Council.

The committee mirrors the UK 
Parliament Select Committee 
structure and gives young people 
the opportunity to scrutinise and 
hold enquiries into topics of interest.

The group’s first inquiry, in July, 
looked at making safe, affordable 
and accessible transport for young 
people, with the findings then being 
considered in Parliament.

Jack, who is studying for A levels 
in Chemistry, English Language, 
Mathematics and Physics, has 
greatly enjoyed the experience to 
date. 

He said: “I am passionate about 
consulting young people to make 
sure their views are reflected 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT IN 
WESTMINSTER SELECT COMMITTEE

in policy.  I am delighted to be 
representing Northern Ireland as a 
member of the first ever Youth Select 
Committee inquiry on transport.”

Jack has had a busy and fruitful 
year of political networking: as one 
of twenty-five young people from 
throughout Ireland selected for 
the 2012 Rotary Youth Leadership 
award, he spent time in the NI 
Assembly at Stormont, at Dáil 
Eireann and at the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg during the 
February mid-term break. 

The Youth Select Committee was 
open to take evidence between 
March and mid-May.  The inquiry 
took place in July in the same 
committee rooms used by 
Parliamentary Select Committees in 
Westminster, and their final report 
will be published in November.

Rt. Hon. John Bercow, MP, 
Speaker of the House of 
Commons, said, ‘I am delighted 
to support this exciting new 

Select Committee project which 
empowers young people to 
examine the issues important to 
them and which highlights the 
power of politics to change things 
for the better.’

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
Jack on his appointment to this 
very prestigious group and wished 
him every success in its ongoing 
programme of meetings, on behalf 
of all the staff and students of 
Loreto College. Mr James added: 
‘Jack’s membership of the first 
ever Youth Select Committee 
in Westminster is an exciting 
achievement of which everyone in 
Loreto College can be proud.’

The annual inter-Loreto Mary Ward 
public speaking competition took 
place in Loreto Grammar School, 
Omagh, on Wednesday 2nd May.

The competition brings together 
students from two Loreto schools: 
Loreto Grammar School Omagh 
and Loreto College Coleraine, and 
is hosted in each venue in turn.  
The competition seeks to highlight 
student awareness of the work 

SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS IN 
MARY WARD PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

of Mary Ward, the founder of the 
Loreto Order, as well as acting as 
an opportunity for students from the 
two sister schools to spend some 
time together. 
 
This year’s competition drew a 
strong entry from both schools, 
and the students were praised by 
the panel of adjudicators for the 
high standard of their speeches 
and the enthusiasm and dedication 

with which they participated in the 
event.  Competitors were invited 
to present speeches on a range of 
topics. In the Junior Section (Years 
8-9) the topics were: ‘How happy 
a thing it is to love God and serve 
Him and seek Him’; ‘Be as careful 
of your gestures as of your words’;  
‘The Power of Prayer in our lives’  
and ‘Friendship is a precious gift!’. 
In the Intermediate Section, the 
topics were:  ‘If anyone gives you 



122 123

LoretoLore Mag. 11-12 LoretoLore Mag. 11-12

trouble, meet them with friendly 
words’; ‘Be confident in God and 
more than ever grateful to His 
unseen goodness’; ‘Our Health is 
our Wealth’ and ‘True Love is hard 
to find!’, while in the Senior Section, 
the topics were: ‘The Importance 
of Religion in Modern Society’; 
‘Early to bed, Early to Rise - makes 
a Man Healthy, Wealthy and wise’; 
‘Freedom of choice is the greatest 
gift we have’ and ‘Good Manners 
are easily carried’ - topics all closely 
linked to the values of the ethos 
underpinning Loreto education 
worldwide.  
 
Loreto College Coleraine was 
represented by four students: 
Finn Lestas, Rebecca Dillon and 
Fianna Lynn (Year 8) and Danielle 
Dempsey (Year 10).  Finn Lestas 
took first place in the Junior Section 
of the competition, while Danielle 
Dempsey took second place in the 
Intermediate Section. 
The overall results on the day were:

Year 8 Competition
 First place: Finn Lestas   
  (Coleraine)
 Second place: Aoife Byrne (Omagh)
 Third place: Sarah Fox (Omagh)

Year 9 Competition
 First place: Megan McGurgan  
  (Omagh)
 Second place: Shauna McCaul   
  (Omagh)
 Third place: Chloe Emerson
  (Omagh)

Year 10/11/12 Competition
 First place: Louise Donaldson  
  (Omagh, Y11)
 Second place: Danielle Dempsey  
  (Coleraine, Y10)
 Third place: Rachel Kiernan-  
  O’Donnell 
  (Omagh, Y10)

Year 13/14 Competition
 First place: Sarah Bogues   
  (Omagh)
 Second place: Antoinette   
  McGettigan (Omagh)

 
Mrs Siobhan Mullan, Co-ordinator of 
Public Speaking at Loreto College, 
paid tribute to all the students 
and staff who hosted the event in 
Loreto Grammar School Omagh, 
and all those who participated were 
congratulated on their efforts by Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College Coleraine.

A group of 16 Year 13 students 
from Loreto College Coleraine has 
been presented with certificates of 
proficiency in British Sign Language. 

The students undertook a six-
week course in Basic BSL (British 
Sign Language) with the help 
of a deaf tutor from the ‘Hands 
That Talk’ Deaf Awareness and 
Support group.   This enrichment 
programme offered the pupils 
an opportunity to improve their 
communication skills and become 
more deaf aware.   

SIGN LANGUAGE CERTIFICATES PRESENTED 
TO LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

The group instantly took to their 
tutor, Ruairi, who provided varied, 
interesting and humorous lessons 
which enabled the students to pick 
up BSL quickly.  Topics covered 
included basic pleasantries, family, 
food, directions, money, numbers, 
colours and pets. 

The students could often be found 
signing to each other in the canteen 
during their lunch break and many 
saw it as a challenge to teach their 
new skills to family and friends. 
Many of the students hope to study 
Nursing, Medicine or Speech & 
Language Therapy, and they hope 
to build upon their signing skills in 

Thursday the 21st of April dawned 
early for the fateful Duke of 
Edinburgh participants. A steady 
stream of weary hikers appeared 
outside Loreto that morning, 
each with their possessions quite 
literally strapped to their backs 
as they waned under the load of 
an oversized and evidently over-
packed rucksack. Teary mothers 
and well-wishers waved goodbye 
to their children and prepared 
themselves for a surely fraught 
few nights of anticipation. Bundled 
into Loreto’s notorious luxury 
travel arrangements and rife with 
excitement we set off, destined 
for Northern Ireland’s prominent 
Mourne Mountains, not knowing 
what lay ahead. 

After an arduous and cramped 
journey to our starting location 
some were feeling the effects of the 
early start more than others, but 
no one could dispute the obvious 
air of excitement. Issued with our 
painstakingly planned routes and 
a refreshing pep-talk from our 
group leaders, we set forth on our 
travels fuelled by lust to say that 
we had each conquered the mighty 
Mournes. Each group, following 
a different route, began on their 
jaunt through the mountains, some 
contouring Loughshannagh, others 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD SCHEME

climbing Meelmore and then again 
some following the trusty path of 
the infamous Mourne Wall which 
stretches a magnificent 22 miles, 
over 15 summits. We were each 
guided by our leaders who were 
Mr Cunning, Mrs McConnell, Mrs 
McBroom, Mrs McCullough and 
Mrs Mullan, and I’m sure that each 
participant will remember the instant 
blinding shot of fear which resulted 
everytime you witnessed the fateful 
map being trailed out by a certain 
Mr Cunning, meaning only one 
thing.... we were LOST AGAIN!!! 

Our first night camping was spent 
on the banks of the beautiful Rocky 
River. A picturesque setting and the 
sound of the fresh water surging 
past as you drifted to sleep was 
lovely, though it did send some 
campers running for the hills!

As day two progressed, soon the 
realisation of our packing for nigh 
on EVERY eventuality began to 
take its toll, as we discovered the 
probability of a fierce hurricane was 
unlikely, and a deadly earthquake 
was even less likely! But all 
soldiered through sickness, injury 
and mighty blisters to reach our 
second camp. Civilisation!  Running 
water, toilets and a glimpse of home 
heightened our spirits. 

Day three passed hurriedly 
compared to the previous days, and 
the elation of catching sight of the 
glorious minibuses, and the thought 
that we were homeward bound was 
evident on everyone’s faces. 

That fateful weekend, we 
experienced every form of weather: 
rain, hail, snow, searing sunshine 
and of course gusty winds, 
but through it all we emerged 
windswept and sunburned, but 
most of all proud of what we had 
achieved. No one could have 
survived D of E 2012 without the 
merriment and encouragement of 
each other and the support of our 
group leaders, so a resounding 
thank you to all. 

All in all, the weekend of D of 
E 2012 was one to remember. 
Crammed full of highs and less 
frequent lows, it brought out the 
best in people, founded new 
friendships and tested each and 
every participant to their maximum 
ability. A worthy and well-spent 
three days for all concerned.

Rebecca McKillen Yr 11

order to communicate effectively 
with all their patients in the future.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to the 
students and to their teacher, Mrs 
Meabh McGreevy, commending 
them on their dedication and their 
thoughtful attitude to others in 
completing such a useful course. 
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A team of 4 pupils from 
Loreto College competed 
against teams from across 
the United Kingdom for 
this year’s UK Team Maths 
Challenge trophy.  

The team - Year 10 students 
Dylan Johnston  and James 
Breslin along with Cormac 
McCarry  and Cariosa 
O’Harte, both Year 9 - 
finished as runners up in the 
Regional Final held in Derry 
and won the opportunity to 
compete in the National Final 
at the Royal Horticultural 
Halls in London on Monday 

18th June 2012.  1500 
schools entered the 
competition and 80 qualified 
to take part in the Final.

The National Final of the 
Team Maths Challenge, 
which is run by the UK 
Mathematics Trust, involves 
teams of four pupils from 
Years 8 and 9 (England), 
Years 9 and 10 (Northern 
Ireland) and Years S1 and S2 
(Scotland), competing in:

• a group circus involving 
practical maths 
problems;

• a relay race combining 
physical and mental 
agility; 

LORETO COLLEGE IN FINAL 
OF NATIONAL MATHEMATICS 

COMPETITION

• a crossnumber 
(mathematical 
crossword); 

• a series of head-to-head 
mini relay races; and

• a poster competition 
based on a 
mathematical subject.

The UK Mathematics Trust 
is a registered charity 
whose aim is to advance 
the education of children 
and young people in 
mathematics.  It organises 
national mathematics 
competitions and other 
mathematical enrichment 
activities for UK secondary 
school pupils.  Further 
information about the Trust 
and its activities is available 
at www.ukmt.org.uk. 

Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to the four students 
and to their teachers, Mrs 
Geraldine Diamond and Mrs 
Martina Mackle, for the work 
they had done in preparation 
for the competition, and on 
this tremendous success.  
On behalf of all the staff and 
students of the College, 
Mr James joined with Mrs 
Anne O’Kane, Head of 
Mathematics, in wishing the 
team every success in the 
National Final of the event.

On the 17th July I set out on my 
adventure.  It would be my first 
time in another country without 
my parents.  I was immensely 
excited and couldn’t wait to arrive in 
London.  My team mates, (James, 
Cormac and Dylan) and I had spent 
weeks working with our maths 
teachers preparing for both the 
Regional and National Final of the 
UKMT , Team Maths Challenge. 
At first I was a little anxious about 
being surrounded by three boys, 
however, I soon realised that I was 
in good company with Mrs. O’Kane 
guiding us along.  Very quickly I was 
relieved to discover that the boys 
were actually ‘human’ and we got 
along well as a team.  

After skilfully (maybe not at times!) 
navigating our way to Victoria from 
Gatwick  Airport  we arrived at our 
hotel.  The excitement was building 
in us but we were also nervous  for 
what the next day would bring.  

We didn’t know what to expect 
of Monday and the competition 
but were hoping it would all go 
according to plan.  

Monday morning had finally arrived.  
In making our way to Lindley Hall, 
we ended up being very grateful 
for the intervention of a local elderly 
gentleman who had noticed us 
looking puzzled at our street map.  
That was the first puzzle of the 
day with many to come during the 
competition.

A total of eighty schools were 
taking part in the competition and 
I think it is fair to say that we were 
all overwhelmed by the sheer 
size of our surroundings.  The six 
rounds of the competition soon 
began, some of which went better 
than others.  No sooner was one 
over than we were presented with 
the next – it was fast, furious and 
challenging for our brains.  We 

SENIOR 
MATHEMATICS 
COMPETITION 

ROUND-UP

The Year 13/14 Mathematics team, Caoimhe 
Bond, Eoin Cunning, Eve O’Loan and Ger 
Mullan, came a creditable sixth in the UK in the 
Maths Trust Senior Mathematics Challenge on 
28th November.

The Year 13 team, Eve O’Loan, Thomas 
McCann, Conor McCloskey and Sean 
McKendry, took part in the Queen’s University 
Belfast competition on Friday 2nd December. 

Both teams wish to thank Mrs Mackle and Mrs 
Diamond for their invaluable assistance.

UKMT COMPETITION 
2011-2012

In November a team of AS and A level Maths 
students entered the UKMT Competition, the 
team was Eoin, Caoimhe, Ger and myself. We 
started preparation for the competition back in 
September when we met up over lunch a few 
days a week and practised sample questions. 
At first the questions seemed almost impossible 
and we took nearly all our time to complete just 
one round. However, as the weeks passed, 
we noticed a considerable improvement 
and we were able to work together and use 
both AS and A level knowledge and our 
ability to solve the problems got better and 
better. Our strongest round was definitely the 
‘Crossnumber’, similar to a crossword. For 
this we were split into two pairs of Eoin and 
Ger, and Caoimhe and I. Each pair was given 
different clues to fill in all the missing answers. 
We had always been strong on this round in 
practice and we did not disappoint on the day, 
finishing with time to spare. After the second of 
three rounds in the competition we were one 
of the top schools and we were very pleased 
with how things were going. The last round 
was always tough and unfortunately this set of 
questions was particularly tricky. In the end we 
finished sixth which was a massive achievement 
for us, our teacher and the school. Overall the 
experience was great; we got to work together 
as a team and got the chance to meet pupils 
from other schools in the regional final in Belfast 
and, of course, we improved our mathematical 
knowledge! Eve O’Loan Y13

THE MATHS TRIP TO LONDON

were quite glad for the lunch break 
during which time we learned that 
we had become known as ‘the Irish 
ones’!  My favourite round was the 
relay round which incorporated both 
mathematics and athletics.  Overall I 
think we worked well as a team and 
Mrs. O’Kane didn’t do badly as our 
‘sole supporter’.   Before we knew 
it, it was time for home.  

Next on our agenda was getting 
home.  Unfortunately our flight 
was delayed for over two hours 
and this was very frustrating and 
I was so glad to have a book with 
me as my fellow team mates had 
reverted back to being ‘typical boys’ 
and watched football.   Overall I 
thoroughly enjoyed my experience 
in London.  It ended my Year 9 on a 
very high note and I hope I will have 
many more good experiences  like it 
in the future.  

Cariosa O’Harte Y9

The Junior Quiz Team from Loreto College, Coleraine 
reached the final of the recent Northern Ireland Junior 
Schools’ Challenge Quiz.

An exciting finals-day was held at Coleraine 
Academical Institution on 8th June.  The 
Loreto College team: Tyrona Lynn, Fianna 
Lynn, Joseph Mulholland and Oisin 
O’Harte was captained by Cathaoir 
McKay.  Following a semi-final 
win against Sacred Heart 
College, Newry, Loreto faced 
Abbey Grammar, Newry in 
the final.  Earlier in the day, 
Abbey had narrowly beaten 
the hosts.  

Loreto and Abbey have 
established a strong rivalry 
in recent years, with both 
schools establishing themselves 
as leading schools in this 
competition and its senior counterpart.  
This time round, honours went to Abbey, 

LORETO JUNIOR QUIZ TEAM 
REACH NORTHERN IRELAND FINAL

after a tightly contested match.

Mr Clarke Rice, coach of the Loreto team wished his 
counterpart at Abbey, Mr Colin Gamble, and his team 
well for the UK finals of Junior Schools Challenge, 

where they will represent Northern Ireland.

Tournament organiser, Mr Martin Goss, 
congratulated all participating teams 

on a good day’s quizzing.  He 
also joined with other teachers 
in wishing the coach of the 
CAI team, Mr Victor Boyd, 
well for his forthcoming 
retirement from teaching and 
schools’ quizzing.  

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
the Junior Quiz Team and Mr 

Rice on their excellent run in this 
prestigious competition, on behalf 

of all the staff and students of the 
College.
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Loreto College Coleraine played 
host to a Financial Capability course 
for all Year 8 students on Tuesday 
12th June 2012.

Organised by the College’s 
Economics and Mathematics 
departments in conjunction with 
CCEA and the Northern Bank, 
the event was an opportunity for 
students to engage in a range 
of interactive activities aimed at 
highlighting and increasing their 

FINANCIAL CAPABILITY COURSE 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

awareness of personal finance 
issues. It also gave them the 
opportunity to work in teams and 
to interact with professionals from 
outside agencies.  All of this was 
geared towards developing the 
students’ skills, knowledge and 
confidence so they could make 
more informed and effective 
decisions about their own finances.

Mrs Anne O’Kane, Head of 
Mathematics and Miss Stacey 

O’Neill, Economics department, 
who co-ordinated the course, paid 
tribute to all those involved from 
the Loreto College Mathematics 
Department.  Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
commented that the course had 
offered an excellent opportunity for 
the students to put their learning 
into the context of everyday life.  Mr 
James paid tribute to all those who 
had led the course, and to the Year 
10 students who had acted as peer 
mentors throughout the event.

The 20th June finally arrived and that 
nervous, excited, butterflies in your tummy 
feeling was commonplace among the 2012 
Gaeltacht goers. Twenty one of Loreto’s 
finest Gaeilgeoirí from Year Eight and Nine 
boarded the bus to Coláiste Bhríde, Rann na 
Feirste.

With bags packed and enthusiasm at fever 
pitch, the students headed off with heads 
high and suitcases bursting; they were set 
for ten days of language learning, céilithe, 
music, sport and craic.

Many of the students were lucky to receive 
part-scholarships for the Gaeltacht from 
organisations such as Comhaltas Uladh, 
Limavady Borough Council, local GAA 
clubs and Errigal parish, and were indeed 
appreciative of them.

Bean Uí Mhianáin and Bean Uí Mhaoláin 
wished the students well and couldn’t be 
more proud of them as they headed off to 
represent Loreto’s Irish Department.

Bean Ui Mhaolain

GAELTACHT 
2012

HEALTHY LIFESTYLE 
AWARDS 2011-2012

What we practise and what 
we preach are often at odds 
with each other, so when 
someone does adhere to their 
own advice, this can only be 
admired. We hear much about 
the importance of eating a 
balanced diet and taking 
regular exercise, yet how 
many of us actually do this?

This year in Loreto, the 
Healthy Lifestyle Award was 
introduced to the school’s 
pupils. This award recognises 
the commitment and 
dedication shown by some of 
our young people in leading 
exemplary lifestyles, in terms 
of diet and exercise. 

Prizes are awarded on the 
following basis: Students 

nominate one another, ballots 
are counted up, verification 
is sought from the canteen 
as to whether nominees do 
eat healthily, and winners are 
selected. One winner each 
from the junior and senior 
school is selected.

We were very lucky this 
year to acquire generous 
sponsorship from C.T. 
Sports, Coleraine. They kindly 
rewarded the students for 
leading healthy lifestyles with 
vouchers for their store. We 
are most appreciative of their 
sponsorship and hope to see it 
continue in future.

Bean Ui Mhaolain
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SAO PAOLO ACROSTIC POEMS
Written in Geography class by Year 10 students

Something here is very sad
Always smelling very bad
Only you will understand.

Poverty never goes away
Assistance has gone astray
Unbelievable filth and dirt

Living among people where children get hurt
Only you will understand.

Finding help is so hard to do
Always reaching out to someone like you
Vast numbers of people starve to death

Even the children breathe their last breath
Living with disease and pain
A dwelling that lets in the rain

Stuck in a living nightmare, do you understand?

Olivia Neeson Y10

Streets are riddled with rats
All people are sad

Open drains
Pollution

A lot of the population is illiterate
Under-appreciated

Litter and noise
Over-populated

Few jobs
Awful illnesses such as typhoid

Very little money
Everywhere is dirty

Long walks for water
All houses are build from scrap materials.

Siofra Gillan Y10

Beside the city, just a few miles away 
you will find the favelas,

Running children play on the streets with their friends
As their parents are away to find work.

Stinking piles of rotten waste can spread 
disease across the favelas

Innocent children don’t understand the terrible 
conditions they live in,

Loving parents helplessly watch their children 
pass away.

Forever chained to the slums, these poor children 
have no way out,

Another day is another challenge to stay alive
Vulnerable elderly struggle to stay alive since they 

have no money for basic medicine
Every night there is no light to read or write

Lethal diseases in the filthy water
Another government deserting the poor

Someday they wish their future might be brighter.

Anna McAllister Y10

Brazil’s favelas are quite a sight,
Rubbish and sickness are the favelas’ blight.

A child roams freely without parents’ rule,
Zero chances of going to school.

I am grateful for the chances I’ve got,
Looking at them I’ve got a lot.

Sewers run open along the street,
Favelas stink with the stifling heat.

Animals steal food and successfully loot,
Vermin scurry underfoot.

Even though this is on their front door,
Lots of the city people decided to ignore.
Although life is hard and times are tough,

Slum people eventually grow immune to the rough.

Connor Doherty Y10

When we came in for our river study 
field trip we all hoped we wouldn’t get 
as bad weather as Mr Shaw’s class 
who had returned early from their 
trip the previous day, soaked! But we 
needn’t have worried, the sun was 
shining and it had the feeling of a really 
good day.  We quickly got into our 
groups and gathered our equipment, 
and then we were on our way.  Our 
welly boots were immediately put to the 
test as we trudged through the soggy 
marshland to our first stop. This did 
not dampen our spirits as we were all 
cheerful about being out of school!

By the time we arrived at our second 
stop it was suspiciously warm and 
our extra coats and jackets were 
unnecessary.  This made the day a 
whole lot more fun and unbelievably 
made the work fun too!  But stops 
3 and 4 were a different story.  The 
smiles were wiped off our faces as the 
sight of a fast-flowing, deep river was 
presented to us.  Suddenly our welly 
boots weren’t enough protection any 
more.  A few unfortunate people got 
soaked in the high velocity river and 
the death of many mobile phones was 
mourned as the water penetrated their 
systems and disabled them.

At lunch, at the Roe Valley Country 
Park, we had a chance to relax and the 
pupils who got soaked had a chance 
to change into something dry.  One 
person, who will remain nameless for 
their own safety, had nothing ‘suitable’ 
to change into.  Let’s just say they were 
very irritated by the time we finished 
laughing at them!  After lunch it was 
back down to business, although at 
stop 5 we were unable to take any 
measurements because the river was 
so deep and treacherous.  Finally at 
our last stop we all huddled together 
for a group photo that had to have 
been taken by every camera that was 
there that day! Our smiles had to be 
held for a long time! We went home 
having had a great day made all the 
more complete with an ice cream in 
Limavady!

Ciara Dinsmore Y11

YEAR 11  GEOGRAPHY: GCSE RIVER STUDY
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Loreto College Coleraine held 
its thirtieth annual Trial Interview 
evening on Thursday 20th October 
2011, organised by the College’s 
Careers Department.  The purpose 
of the Trial Interview evening is to 
provide final-year A level students 
with an opportunity of experiencing 
the interview situation and of 
benefiting from the constructive 
criticism and advice of the interview 
panel.  Each student presents 
himself or herself for one interview 
in his or her chosen career area; 
after some debate among the 
interviewing panel, he or she is then 
provided with feedback on both 
their performance at interview and 
also on the opportunities available in 
that area of employment. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD

SIXTH FORMERS PUT TO THE TEST AT LORETO 
COLLEGE TRIAL INTERVIEW EVENING

A total of twenty interview panels, 
made up of almost fifty interviewers 
from a wide range of professional 
and academic disciplines, and 
including numerous former students 
of Loreto College, provided the 
students with advice, feedback and 
the benefit of their expertise.   Miss 
Maria Flannelly, Head of Careers at 
Loreto College, commented that the 
evening had been a highly beneficial 
and interesting opportunity for the 
students involved, and was grateful 
for the input of the members of the 
interviewing panels. She added 
that the event had helped forge 
the College’s links with the wider 
community, helping the students in 
the development of life-skills as well 
as contributing to their preparation 

for further study and employment in 
their chosen career area.  

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commended 
the sixth form students on their 
conscientious efforts in presenting 
themselves for their interviews, 
and paid tribute to the Careers 
Department and the Interview Panel 
members for their hard work in the 
successful running of the event.
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All Year 8 students at Loreto College 
Coleraine took part in a workshop 
organised by Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland on Wednesday 9th 
November 2011. 
 
Entitled ‘Big School’, the workshop 
seeks to facilitate the transition 
from junior to senior school for 
the students, as well as fostering 
in them a sense of business and 
enterprise awareness.  Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland 
conducts seminars in the classroom 
that focus on skills the students will 
need to be successful in their new 
school - skills like communication 
and team work.  These skills will 
also be invaluable to students who 
hope to enter an entrepreneurial 
career area later in life.

ENTREPRENEURIAL EXPERIENCE 
FOR LORETO FIRST YEARS

During the course of the workshop, 
the first year students were also 
given the opportunity to work with 
sixth form students - the senior 
students shared their expertise 
and experience with their junior 
counterparts, helping to teach them 
new skills as well as facilitating the 
familiarisation process for the junior 
students at their first term at Loreto 
College. 
 
Karen Murphy, Young Enterprise 
Training Manager, commented, ‘Our 
aim is to make school as positive 
an experience as possible for these 
young people.  The skills they learn 
now can be applied in any new 
experience, and will therefore help 
them prepare for success in their 
working life when the time comes.’ 

Young Enterprise Northern Ireland 
is a cross-community not-for-profit 
organisation, dedicated to inspiring 
young people to develop attitudes 
and skills for personal success, 
life-long learning and employability 
through participation in practical 
business programmes.  Miss Maria 
Flannelly, Head of Careers at Loreto 
College, and Mrs Frances Pepin, 
Employability and Learning for Life 
and Work Co-ordinator, commented 
on the excellence of the seminar 
programme experienced by the 
Year 8 students, which had proved 
highly beneficial in developing their 
awareness of entrepreneurial skills 
and employability, and paid tribute 
to the Workshop Co-ordinator, 
Ms Shaunagh Brolly of Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland.

The annual Open Day was held 
at Loreto College Coleraine, a 
Voluntary Grammar School, on the 
morning of Saturday 7th January 
2012, drawing a large number of 
prospective students and their 
parents from throughout the 
College’s extensive catchment area. 
 
Following an address by College 
Principal Mr Michael James, 
Primary 6 and 7 students and their 
parents, as well as prospective sixth 
formers, were given the opportunity 
to explore the school, benefiting 
from the experience of members of 

OPEN DAY AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

the teaching staff and a number of 
current Loreto students - from both 
Junior and Senior forms - in order to 
form an accurate picture of what life 
as a Loreto student entails.  Visitors 
to the College were treated to a 
variety of stimulating displays, from 
performances by the traditional Irish 
group and the singing ensembles 
and displays of talent by several 
groups of Drama students to 
“hands-on” contact in Computer 
Studies, Science and Technology. 

For some the highlight of the 
morning was a visit to the 

College’s state of the art Sports 
Hall and Technology Suite.  Others 
were delighted by the cookery 
demonstration in the College’s 
Home Economics department - 
especially as many of the culinary 
treats on show could be sampled!   
 
With all academic departments 
and many extra-curricular activities 
represented during the Open Day, 
the event was a very successful 
one, building on the College’s 
links with the local community and 
encouraging many young people 
to apply for a place in the Year 8 
Classes of 2012 and 2013.
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Loreto College Coleraine played 
host to a ‘Moving On’ target-setting 
workshop for all Year 8 students on 
the afternoon of Friday 27th January 
2011. 
 
Entitled ‘Target Setting and Self 
Evaluation: Term 2, Moving On’, 
the workshop was run by Miss 
Belinda Toner, Vice Principal, Mrs 
Anne McCambridge, Year 8 Head of 
Year, and by a team of Year 8 form 
tutors: Miss Julie Galbraith, Mrs 
Mabel McAleese and Mrs Meabh 
McGreevy, alongside Head of RE 
Mrs Siobhan McCarry.   
 
The Year 8 students worked 
through a series of activities in the 
course of a busy and enjoyable 
afternoon.  These included: team-
building and problem-solving; a 
discussion of the qualities of a good 

LORETO COLLEGE YEAR 8 STUDENTS ‘MOVING ON’

leader and how these might be 
attained; learning to see school as 
a community and become more 
involved in school life.  The students 
were assisted in the challenges of 
the afternoon by a group of mentors 
from Year 13, an excellent example 
for the first year students of young 
people who had successfully 
negotiated the challenges of the 
junior years relatively recently.  All 
Year 8 students had set themselves 
personal and academic targets in 
September, during their first days 
at Loreto College: the workshop 
was a perfect opportunity for them 
to reassess and reconsider these 
targets and how far they had 
progressed towards making these 
aspirations happen.

At the end of the afternoon, the 
students enjoyed a presentation of 

photographs which showed them 
enjoying a range of activities in their 
first five months at Loreto College: 
testimony itself of the progress they 
have already made and how well 
they have settled into school life. 
 
Miss Belinda Toner and Mrs Anne 
McCambridge commended the 
Year 8 students on their enthusiastic 
participation in the afternoon’s 
activities, and paid tribute to the 
Year 13 mentors and the team 
of teachers who had led the 
workshop, commenting that it had 
been a very successful, productive 
and enjoyable event. Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College, 
paid tribute to all the members of 
staff who had led the workshop, 
as well as to the Year 13 mentors 
and the Year 8 students for their 
enthusiastic participation.

Students and staff at Loreto College 
Coleraine took part in a Careers 
Week from 16th - 20th January, 
exploring how all subjects across 
the curriculum prepared students 
for the world of work in terms of 
skills, knowledge, qualifications and 
workplace relevance.

In the course of the week, a number 
of visiting speakers drew students’ 
attention to the opportunities which 
were being opened to them by their 
current studies.  

On 17th January, Miss Grace 
Meehan from Queen’s University 
Belfast delivered a lecture to Year 
10 students on the importance 
of GCSE choices and the 
wide range of degree courses 
available at QUB. She also 
delivered a lecture to Year 12 
students on the importance 
of AS subject choices and the 
need to check carefully what 
the admission requirements are 
for the wide range of degree 
courses available at QUB. The 
students also heard about some 
of the many accolades QUB has 
received and the superb facilities 
available there for students.

On 16th January, Coleraine FC 
Manager Oran Kearney, a former 
student of the College, gave 

CAREERS WEEK AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

an entertaining 
and stimulating 
talk to GCSE PE 
students.  The 
students were very 
enthused by what 
they heard about 
Oran Kearney’s 
own career and 
how his studies, at 
school and beyond, 
prepared him for 
this.  

Throughout 
all areas of the Loreto College 
curriculum, a variety of talks took 
place, with sixth formers talking 
to Year 10 and Year 12 students 
about their experience of GCSE 
and A level studies and their plans 
for the future, and staff outlining 
what former students of their 
subjects had gone on to do. Many 
departments invited former students 
to talk to classes, for instance Art 
& Design, English and Science, 
about their own career paths and 
the areas which the subjects in 
which they have specialised could 
open up to the young, enthusiastic 
student of today. 

In addition to this, Careers-focused 
lessons were going on throughout 
the Loreto campus – for instance 
Year 12 students were exploring job 
application and interview skills and 
the writing of letters of application 
and CVs in English lessons.  In 
the course of the week, all subject 
departments contributed a display 
of Careers-related materials to the 
central Foyer area, to be viewed by 
all students, staff and visitors to the 
College.

Miss Maria Flannelly, Head 
of Careers at Loreto College, 
commented that the Careers 
Week had been a great success in 
bringing the issue of employability, 
workplace skills and the wider 
relevance of study in all subject 
areas to the forefront of students’ 
minds at a particularly critical 
time.  Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, paid tribute to 
Miss Flannelly and the Careers 
Department for their hard work and 
enthusiasm in co-ordinating the 
Careers Week, and to all the subject 
teachers who had participated in 
the activities on offer. 
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All Year 12 students from Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in a 
half-day Success Skills workshop 
on Wednesday 29th February. 
 
Organised by the College’s Careers 
Department in conjunction with 
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland, 
the workshop asked students 
the question: ‘How prepared are 
you for the future?’ Putting the 
students’ GCSE studies and post-
16 decisions into the context of 
preparing for the world of work, 
developing employability skills and 
trying to give themselves that extra 
‘edge’ to help them get their dream 
job.   

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS 
GAIN THE SKILLS TO SUCCEED

The workshop, led by Shaunagh 
Brolly and Jackie Smyth of Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland, aimed 
to help students to improve their 
employability skills and capabilities 
for life at school, for their careers 
and for the world of work.  Activities 
carried out in groups included an 
opportunity for students to analyse 
their own learning styles, explore 
employment opportunities, and get 
to grips with some of the realities 
of career development, such as 
completing application forms 
and experiencing a job interview 
situation. Students were also given 
the opportunity to consider their 
own strengths and areas of interest, 
and match these to potential career 
areas. 

Miss Maria Flannelly, Head of 
Careers at Loreto College, and 
Mrs Frances Pepin, Employability 
Co-ordinator, agreed that the 
workshop had been a very valuable 
opportunity for the students to put 
their GCSE studies into the context 
of preparation for the world of work 
and to assess their own qualities 
and aspirations with a future career 
plan in mind.  Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, paid tribute to 
Miss Flannelly and Mrs Pepin as 
well as to Shaunagh Brolly and 
Jackie Smyth of Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland, adding that they 
had run an event of tremendous 
benefit and value to all Year 12 
students.

All Year 11 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine enjoyed a half-
day workshop on The Economics 
of Staying in School on Thursday 8th 
March 2012. 
 
Thanks to Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland, the Year 11 
students now know the value of 
staying in school. The ‘Learn to 
Earn’ programme presented by 
the Young Enterprise team helps 
students understand that, by not 
acquiring further qualifications, 
they may be dooming themselves 
to jobs which will limit their lifestyle 
possibilities in later life. 
 
‘With university fees on the rise, 
many students are wondering 
whether the cost of education is 
worth the investment,’ says Karen 
Murphy, who runs the programme.  
‘Some students wonder whether 

LORETO STUDENTS LEARN VALUE 
OF STAYING IN SCHOOL

they can even afford it.  The 
prospect of thousands of pounds 
of student loan debt is one 
reason students are re-thinking 
whether getting a post-secondary 
qualification is worthwhile.’ 
 
The Economics of Staying in School 
programme is designed not only 
to show students in stark terms 
the difference between what they 
could earn if they pursued further 
qualifications, but also the difference 
in their future lifestyles.  Through a 
variety of interactive activities during 
the course of the day, the students 
explored the choices they will make 
in the years ahead, as well as the 
realities of budgeting and the cost 
of living. 
 
‘Continuing education needn’t 
mean university qualifications,’ 
continued Karen Murphy.  ‘Other 

courses can also increase a young 
person’s potential employability.  
We discuss a variety of options, 
including university qualifications, 
apprenticeships, certificates and 
training schemes.  Consideration 
is also given to the possibility of 
the students one day running their 
own business.  The emphasis is on 
encouraging the students to obtain 
sufficient information to enable them 
to make an informed choice of 
career.’ 
 
Miss Maria Flannelly, Head 
of Careers at Loreto College, 
thanked the Young Enterprise 
representatives Shaunagh Brolly 
and Jackie Smyth, along with Maria 
McLaughlin of Bank of Ireland, who 
led the day, for their interesting and 
thought-provoking contribution 
to the Year 11 Careers and 
Employability programme.
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All Year 9 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in an 
Enterpreneurship Masterclass run 
by Young Enterprise NI on Thursday 
26th April 2012. 
 
The half-day programme aimed 
to provide students with an 
understanding of what is involved 
in setting up and running a 
business.  In the course of the 
workshop, students engaged in 
activities designed to give them an 
understanding of the skills, attitudes 
and behaviours of entrepreneurs 
and an opportunity to consider self-
employment as a career option. The 
activities in which the students took 
part were designed to help foster 
their inspiration, enthusiasm and 
vision as well as to develop their 
entrepreneurial skills. 
 
Ms Shaunagh Brolly of Young 
Enterprise NI, who led the 
masterclass, commented that the 
Year 9 students had participated 
with great enthusiasm and 
had shown great promise and 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP MASTERCLASS 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

determination in the activities 
throughout the workshop.  Mrs 
Frances Pepin, Citizenship and 
Employability Co-ordinator at Loreto 
College, paid tribute to Ms Brolly 
and to the Year 9 students following 
a lively, enjoyable and stimulating 
day’s active learning.  Mr Michael 

James, Principal of Loreto College, 
commended Mrs Pepin, who had 
organised the day, along with Ms 
Shaunagh Brolly and the Year 9 
students for their enthusiastic and 
constructive participation in such a 
memorable day of learning.

Work Experience: the week the 
normal pupil escapes from school 
life into the world of work, free from 
homework and revision. Not me 
though. For my work experience, 
I decided to spend my week 
in the Geography and Spanish 
departments in another school: 
St Pat’s Maghera, a school larger 
than Loreto with a high reputation 
for its sports teams, both male and 
female. (Remind me why I decided 
to go there again?)

Day 1: 
Tuesday 20 March

7.30 am
I roll out of bed and go through my 
wardrobe, picking out what I deem 
to be the most professional outfit. 
I pack my bag with anything I can 
see may be essential and continue 
to get ready. On leaving the house, 
I feel nervous, not knowing what to 
expect. I had heard all the horror 
stories from my brothers and been 
told by my cousin that “You sound 
pure posh lad,” (thanks for that 
Brendan); as well as the better 
stories, again from my brothers 
and my other cousin, Sara. I also 
worry how the atmosphere will be 
as the football team lost the final 
for the MacRory Cup the previous 
day.  I get on the bus, pay my ticket 
and begin to mentally prepare 
myself for the first day in a working 
environment.

8.40 am
The bus approaches the school 
gate and I feel my stomach begin 
to turn. On getting off the bus, 
I feel my face begin to flame as 
many dozens of pairs of eyes fall 
on me. I can hear them talking, 
‘Who is she?’ ‘Why is she wearing 
her own clothes?’ My cousin 
takes me by the arm and walks 
me to the reception where I wait 
for what seems like hours before 
Mr Kielt finally arrives. He walks 
me to his office and the number of 
eyes looking at me increases, with 
silence from some as I walk past.

ARE ALL SCHOOLS THE SAME?

9.15 am
Mr Clifford walks me to the 
Geography department where 
I meet my first class and their 
teacher. Mrs McGuckin instantly 
makes me feel welcome and begins 
to talk about Mr Shaw of Loreto’s 
Geography department, giving me a 
sense of familiarity, and introduces 
me to her class, which I then 
observe. By the time this class has 
ended, I am a lot calmer and am 
rushed off to meet Mr Cunningham, 
the Head of Spanish and the 
Language Assistant, Juan. As his 
class arrives, I again feel nervous 
and panic. He then introduces me 
as ‘Señorita O’Neill’, which makes 
me feel incredibly strange. I again 
spend this class observing. My 
break is spent in the staffroom, a 
room no pupil dares to enter unless 
instructed by a teacher and I learn 
that it’s just a normal room, and 
that teachers talk to one another 
as we do. I feel extremely out of 
place and meet several teachers, 
who ask me the same questions. 
‘Are you the wee girl from Loreto?’ 
‘Oh, O’Neill? Damien, Aaron and 
Eunan’s sister, no? Oh yes, I see it 
now, there is a resemblance.’ When 
the bell sounds, I am again taken to 
the Geography department where I 
spend the rest of the day with Miss 
McGuckin and her GCSE class, 
where I am reminded of the many 
case studies.

3.45 pm
I meet my cousins who, like 
everyone else, feel the need to 
plague me with questions, both on 
the bus and when I get off. I return 
home and begin the preparation for 
the next day.

Day 2: 
Wednesday 21 March

7.30 am
This morning I feel much more 
relaxed but still a little nervous.

9.15 am
New day. New teachers to meet. 

This time it’s Mrs McConnell, who 
teaches Geography and begins 
to talk to me about Miss Curry. (Is 
there something about teachers in 
Geography departments knowing 
one another?) This class I also 
spend observing. I return to Spanish 
period 2 and carry out my first duty, 
monitoring a test. I then meet one 
of the GCSE Spanish classes, who 
are currently carrying out a controlled 
assessment. Mr Cunningham asks 
me to advise them as I have recently 
sat a controlled assessment. I 
then get the chance to work with 
two groups of four pupils and help 
correct their mistakes, both in writing 
and pronunciation. If I’m honest, I 
am a little embarrassed as I feel as 
though I might be coming across 
as pretentious. I do, however, feel 
the benefit as I get the chance to 
work with pupils. I then return to 
Geography and get to observe 
different teaching methods, With Mr 
Clifford, the explanations are quite 
visual and a good representation: it’s 
not everyday you see a grown man 
hit a ruler off a table to demonstrate 
an earthquake’s vibrations. As 
the day progresses, I feel the 
embarrassment fading and I begin 
to come into my element until I 
return to Spanish and meet a Year 
11 class. Again, I am introduced, 
except this time one of the pupils 
responds with “Aw Sir, she’s muy 
guapa.” As everyone laughs, myself 
included, I feel my face flame and the 
embarrassment rises again.

Day 3: 
Thursday 22 March

7.30 am
Today I am ready and have finally 
settled into St Pat’s.

9.15 am
I meet two more teachers today, 
Mrs Mussen (Geography) and Mr 
Terrington (Spanish). When I meet 
Mr Terrington’s class, they take an 
immediate interest in me and ask 
me questions about myself and the 
school I attend. I am again given 
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the opportunity to work with pupils 
from Year 12 on their controlled 
assessment. This time, it is easier 
as my friend Emma is in the class 
and the pupils again express an 
interest in me. My last class of the 
day is spent printing off pictures to 
help a Year 9 geography class make 
posters to express multiculturalism 
and diversity.

Day 4: 
Friday 22 March

7.30 am
I wake up feeling quite sad as I do 
not want to leave St Pat’s.

9.15 am
My morning is spent in Geography, 
researching decision making 
exercises, and I get the opportunity 
to get taught in a Year 13 class 
who are studying the same section 
of the syllabus as my Geography 
class. Period 3 I spend time with 
some Year 10 pupils, helping them 

with pronunciation in Spanish and 
verb conjugation. I am extremely 
lucky as I get the chance to listen 
to a motivational speech on exams 
and optimism, given by Mickey 
Harte, which is extremely beneficial. 
Mrs Hughes of the Geography 
department is the next person I 
spend a class with. As her class 
is out for KS3 practice, I get the 
opportunity to talk to her and she 
informs me that her best friend is 
Mrs Mackle and that she taught 
Mr Shaw, whom she refers to as ‘a 
lovely boy who always had a keen 
interest in geography.’ I walk to the 
Spanish department for my last 
class and I feel a little sad. I spend 
this class helping a Year 9 class 
learn about food and draw pictures 
representing each item.

3.45 am
The end of the day. I receive a box 
of chocolates as a thank you for 
helping during the week. I leave 
the school and, as I do so, I feel 
extremely lucky.

The thing that I was the most 
affected by was the atmosphere 
and the strength of the school spirit. 
Although the school had suffered 
a blow when losing their final, they 
all came together to support one 
another, and in a sense they had 
won, due to their support for one 
another. The relationship between 
the pupils and teachers was also 
to be noted as it was formal, 
yet relaxed. The teaching staff 
were all friendly and welcoming, 
especially Mrs McGuckin and Mr 
Cunningham, who were the two 
people I spent most of my time 
with. In terms of departments, 
the Geography department was 
extremely similar to ours, with their 
high levels of organisation, and 
the Spanish department was also 
somewhat similar to ours, with 
their Head of Department showing 
similar interests to those of Mr 
Loughran. My conclusion: some 
schools are extremely similar.

Danielle O’Neill Y13

Primary Six pupils from seventeen 
schools enjoyed Taster Mornings at 
Loreto College Coleraine towards 
the end of May, exploring a range of 
activities on offer at this prestigious 
Voluntary Grammar School.

Pupils from all seventeen schools 
- Ballyhackett PS, Crossroads PS 
Kilrea, St Aidan’s PS, St Antony’s 
PS, St Brigid’s PS,  St Canice’s 
PS Dungiven, St Colum’s PS 
Portstewart, St Columba’s PS 
Kilrea, St John’s PS Coleraine, 
St Malachy’s PS Coleraine,  St 
Patrick’s PS Loughgiel, St Patrick’s 
PS Portrush, St Patrick’s PS 
Rasharkin, St Patrick’s & St Brigid’s 
Balerin, and Termoncanice PS 
Limavady - enjoyed activities such 
as team-building games in PE, 

LORETO COLLEGE TASTER DAYS 
FOR PRIMARY SIX PUPILS

hands-on sensory development 
and learning about the application 
of science to everyday life, poetry 
writing in the English department, 
making healthy smoothies in Home 
Economics and ice-breaker games 
to explore character in Drama.  The 
pupils also had the opportunity to 
experience the school canteen, 
Café Lorette, and to meet Year 
10 and Year 11 students from 
the College, many of whom had 
attended the same primary schools 
as the visiting students.

During the morning, Primary 
teachers and Classroom Assistants 
also had the opportunity to meet 
the team of teachers and Senior 
Leadership Team members taking 
part in the event. Further Taster 

Mornings took place in mid-June for 
Primary 6 pupils from a number of 
other local primary schools. 

Miss Belinda Toner, Vice Principal at 
Loreto College, who co-ordinated 
the Taster Mornings, commented 
that the events had been a great 
success and that it had been a 
great pleasure to welcome so 
many enthusiastic young pupils to 
the College. Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
added that he looked forward 
to welcoming many of these 
pupils back as Year 8 students 
in September 2013, continuing 
the strongly forged traditions of 
partnership between Loreto College 
and the many local primary schools. 
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Joy and happiness brings good fun
Other people make me smile

Seeing everybody makes me happy
Helping people when they’re sad 

and lonely
Unbelievable like my sport
All my friends are very kind.

By Joshua

A lot of people think of me as crazy 
because

Often I would bounce around like 
mad.

I love being silly, crazy and bonkers
For I was born in a family that’s mad.

Everyone loves me this way.

Chocolate is something I love
Usually I’m watching the TV

Lots and lots of sweet treats I like, 
but

Ketchup is my real delight.
I love my friends and family but

No-one is crazier than me.

By Aoife

Amazing friends I have
Outstanding they are

If I feel lonely they cheer me up
For that I want to thank them.
Even if we split up and go to 

different schools.

Go go go everywhere
Adventure I am on finding new 

places to go
Lively,

Laughing everywhere I go.
Amy I love her so much
Going with my mummy

Having fun with my friends
Everywhere I go

Round and round the world I go.

By Aoife

Crossroads is the school I go to
I love music and singing

Love gaelic football

ACROSTIC POEMS 

From Primary 6 Taster Days
Love walking the greyhounds

I love mountain biking
Always happy

Never annoyed.

By Cillian

James is just a way cool dude
And being top is my thing.
My life is exciting and fun.

Every day I’m playing football,
Symmetry and maths is what I like 

to do.

By James

Colours everywhere I go, colours 
so bright.

All my dreams and wishes flow.
Today I finally experience to go to 

Loreto.
Happy people, happy smiles.

Everything I dreamed it would be.
Rain will never spoil this day
In this time I will try to rhyme.

Never-ending fun.
Everyone should go to Loreto 

because it’s the best.

By Catherine

Gift of God.
Running around all the time.

Activities are always my favourite 
thing to do.

Camogie is my favourite hobby.
Excellent friends I have.

Making things is always fun.
Understanding in every way.

Laughing and giggling some of the 
time,

Love and care for all my friends.
Always on the farm,
Never stop believing.

By Grace

K is for kind
E is for excited

E is for enjoys camogie
L is for lively and funny
E is for enjoys football

Y is for young and happy.

F is for funny
A is for always on the go.

U is for unique.
L is for laughing always.

K is for Keeley
N is for never stops reading

E is for excellent friends I have
R is for running fast.

By Keeley

Loving, sharing, I’m kind and caring.
I love dogs and puppies too

Friendly when I’m with my friends
Funny when I want to be…

Especially intelligent
Yellow describes my nature.

By Liffey

Kate is good at camogie
Adorable and cute

Thoughtful and caring
Enthusiastic and never out of breath.

By Kate

Every effort I make is for the benefit 
of others

Working to help the environment!
An expert at Information Technology
Nerdy when it comes to computers!

Highly addicted to trains
Unbelievably kind

Terrible at PE and sports
Choir is my third favourite hobby!
Hopeful to study hard and get a 

good job
I love to eat steak and chips.

Nobody’s perfect.
Spelling tests are Boring with 

Capitals!
Olly Murs is banned from the world!
Nocturnal paradise is my favourite 

place.
By Ewan P
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No, this isn’t another Young 
Scientist project. Sigh.  

Instead I had an exclusive interview 
with the author of over one hundred 
books, including the infamous 
Discover Grammar – revered most 
generously by Loretorians who have 
studied English Language A-Level. 
Concise but yet nice, the book 
has played an instrumental part 
in the masses that have achieved 
the top grade at A-Level. From 
understanding sentence structures 
to the tense in which one speaks, 
it is an aid without which you could 
not float.

An Honorary Professor of linguistics 
at the University of Bangor, 
Wales, he previously took his 
undergraduate degree at the 
University College London. Originally 
from Northern Ireland, as a school-
boy in Wales he was fortunate to 
grow-up in an interesting ‘bilingual 
experience.’ Between this, and 
living for some time in Liverpool, his 
interest in language sprouted.  This 
germinated a vast and extensive 
career in academia and other fields 
after undergraduate study. But what 
is the opinion of an author who has 
written such a useful book? Many 
of us have used it but, besides the 
occasional witty remark, we don’t 
know what makes him tick. 

According to David: ‘Linguists don’t 
have favourites. That’s like asking 
a doctor ‘’what’s your favourite 
disease?’’ ‘ Indeed without hinting 
any preference towards an old ink-
blotter or a biro pen, he just refused 
to specify even on the most trivial. 
I received no definitive answer to 
his ‘favourite punctuation mark’, 
‘favourite neologism’, ‘Shakespeare 

Creative Contributions

or Pullman?’ and many more. A 
linguistic enigma.  Even refusing to 
specify his preference over complex 
vs. frozen sentence (seen in the 
previous three-word sentence) it 
quite possibly was naïve or foolish 
of me to think that academics hold 
preferences on mere technicalities. 
I may have a favourite element, 
but linguists are indeed in their 
own element when analysing and 
theorising. 

Possibly that is how Discover 
Grammar came to be. Although 
I suppose the reasons may 
spread far beyond the infinitive. 
He wrote Rediscover Grammar 
in the mid 80s, at a time when 
grammar teaching of any kind 
had been absent from schools 
for some 20 years.  According to 
Crystal there were actually calls-
out  to have grammar back, to 
have our children taught one of 
the fundamental constituents of 
the English language even on a 
basic level. However he wanted to 
present the subject in a fresh way. 
Thus Discover Grammar was born. 
This unique book was much more 
than your bog-standard text book; 
it gave teachers a realistic and 
firm way of approaching grammar 
systematically, even if the teacher 
was not fully comfortable with it 
(never mind the pupils!). 

It is strange to consider that a book 
as such has had a massive impact 
on the students who have used it. 
Have you ever sat in room EN4? If 
so, you will all know too well about 
Mrs Little and her admiration (note: 
not obsession) for David Crystal. 
Even in the midst of the present 
subjunctive the wisdom of Professor 
Crystal made its way through. The 

facts seem even stranger when you 
know a little about the author of 
this book. Linguists may be more 
difficult to decode than language 
itself, it seems!

However, Prof. Crystal kindly 
commented on some of my other, 
less trivial questions. On the topic of 
text language and the proposition 
that the ‘over-use’ of text language 
is taking over the language used 
by young people, David was 
quick to point out that, due to the 
prominence that technology takes 
in our society today, both young 
and old are indeed texting, and 
using textisms. He went on further 
to suggest that this certainly wasn’t 
damaging the English language. 
Young people may be coming up 
with ever stranger additions to the 
boundaries of text language but 
surely this enriches English? It has 
been speculated that Shakespeare 
himself, to put it bluntly, made up a 
lot of new words in his texts – and 
look at the impact he has had on 
our language and study today. 
Young people (and I suppose old 
too) can communicate so much 
within the strict, rudimentary and 
set character length of a text. 
Everything from emotion, to what 
you are doing at the weekend, and 
that one strange act on Britain’s 
Got Talent can be described in such 
an imaginative way. Whether you 
are L (sad), :P (cheeky), gtg (got to 
go) or gttgtetwomcs (going to the 
gym to work on my cardiovascular 
system) you can certainly LOL at 
any person who looks down on you 
for tip-toeing on the boundaries of 
the English Language. 

But the high moment was when 
I asked him about what was 

probably his most favourite of 
television programmes: The Only 
Way is Essex (TOWIE) and Geordie 
Shore. They may be no Question 
Time or Hearts and Minds but 
arguably those shows have made 
an impressionable impact on the 
English Language. For instance, 
even in the most sarcastic of tones 
one may describe oneself, or 
someone to whom one is attracted 
as ‘Reem.’ How chilling, I know.  
Another may be ‘wel jel’ about 
what the other is wearing but quite 
possibly you had a ‘belter’ of a time 
so it’s all good at the end of a crazy 
night out. These little snippets of 
popular language and stereotyped 
culture have worked their way into 
people’s everyday speech. Whilst 
it may certainly not be part of my 
speech, it is not a bad thing. A 
new development in English is 
enrichment. That is what David 
Crystal was trying to get across 
through the technicalities. He felt 
that English ‘tends to assimilate 
all kinds of linguistic playfulness’ 
suggesting that he is certainly all 
for these kinds of words in our 
language. However, I think he won’t 
be tuning in anytime soon to see 
that Amy Childs…

Oh, but there is still the little, 

vulnerable apostrophe. Even 
in this article I have forgotten 
about it till now. This simple little 
stroke of punctuation makes all 
the difference in English. From 
making something possessive, to 
contracting it together it does so 
much. With sensational rumours 
that the child of the comma may 
be dropped from the formulae of 
language I thought David Crystal 
would be in stark defence of it. But 
the moat did not fill up around this 
castle. Indeed David mentioned 
that it is ‘one of the most recent 
features of punctuation to arrive 
in English’ and the printers had to 
‘work out rules to govern its use 
only in the 19th Century.’ With so 
much uncertainty it could very well 
be the love-child of the semi-colon 
and the hyphen, maybe we will just 
never know. Even though it is still an 
important feature of English he said 
its presence was unlikely to change 
in the near future, but it ‘may 
well disappear’ in the long term 
‘restoring English to how it looked 
before the apostrophe arrived.’ So 
y’know, you just didn’t hear this 
from me. 

Concluding, it has to be said that 
this was a unique insight into a 
well established academic, thinker, 

consultant, author and educator. 
More importantly Prof. Crystal has 
played an important role in my, 
and quite a few others’ English 
Language A-Level. You assume 
that the person who has written 
your subject textbook is a boffin, 
that at best. From what I hear 
some despise a certain Stanley 
and Waugh from Geography and 
Economics respectively. Truthfully 
I am sure it is just their disdain and 
frustration with studying. But David 
Crystal has influenced my education 
in a greatly constructive and 
beneficial way. I should be thankful 
for that, and I am. This interview 
has not only given me an exclusive 
into the unknown, but I hope it 
has helped others understand that 
there is a man or woman behind 
the cover; that an actual person 
has written your text book. Being 
mindful of this, Discover Grammar 
has played and will continue to 
play, its part in my studies. From 
the past to the present, and looking 
to the future, grammar will stay in 
all tenses of my education and life. 
That cannot be forgotten. 

So there you have it: you’ve 
discovered Crystal, now go 
Discover Grammar. 

Jack McCann Y13

THE CRYSTALLISATION OF DAVID CRYSTAL
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From the dawn of mankind, the one 
thing that has always been known 
to separate us from the animals is 
the fact that we have developed our 
own form of communication that 
is unparalleled by other creatures 
and that is language, the one thing 
that has evolved with man since 
our beginning. Little is known 
about when people realised that 
communicating required more than 
a couple of grunts and waving 
your hands. Maybe the word fire 
was invented first, by the man who 
wanted his wife to stop complaining 
about how hot it was or it could 
have been spoken language so the 
wife could complain about how hot 
it had become. So there it was, 
spoken language was invented, 
probably one of mankind’s greatest 
triumphs but still not quite flawless. 
Spoken Language was just that, 
spoken, and this required a good 
memory and even better ears. 
Imagine, if you will, the game of 
Whispers played in primary schools 
where one person would whisper 
a message into the ear of the 
person next to them and then this 
would carry on until the message 
reached the final person and then 
the original message would be 
revealed. For example, if the original 
message was, ‘Why are we playing 
this stupid game?’ then the final 
message, after being passed on, 
would have undoubtedly been 
transmogrified by poor hearing 
and memory until it had become 
something along the lines of, ‘Alas 
poor Yorick! I knew him, Horatio.’ 
We were a very imaginative primary 
school class. Imagine the same 
principle multiplied so a language 
would pass over thousands of 
miles and even more ears until 
the message lost all meaning and 
sense.

But language simply didn’t stop 
after then. In fact it is one of the 
only aspects of everyday life that 
every generation of humans has 
contributed to. There is one feature 
of the human mind of which all 
generations of man are guilty: 
thinking that for some reason the 

WORDS, WORDS, WORDS…

language that has been left for us 
is inadequate and that it is up to 
us to ‘improve’ it by adding new 
meaning to words and rendering 
the language meaningless to future 
historians. You may think that I 
am over-exaggerating but the 
same has happened to us: think 
back to the Bard himself and how 
his words remain to this day at 
the forefront of literature and no 
doubt will be for a very long time 
to come. The question is how did 
what Shakespeare wrote in his 
works of art constitute the same 
English that we speak today? The 
answer is that it simply isn’t the 
same language. Hand an 8 year 
old a copy of ‘Hamlet’ and it will 
mean the same to them as if you 
had handed them that week’s copy 
of ‘Le Monde’: we simply don’t 
speak the same language. Now 
you may think that this example is 
irrelevant, seeing that Shakespeare 
was a 17th Century playwright and, 
in the absence of a time machine, 
none of us will be speaking to him 
anytime soon, but you needn’t look 
as far back to witness the ‘linguistic 
divide’.

No one knows for certain at what 
age the divide kicks in; there are 
words that we teenagers will know 
but our parents never will. The 
Enigma Code is said to be one of 
the most complex ciphers ever 
written, used by Hitler to pass on 
important wartime messages which, 
when cracked by Alan Turing and 
Charles Babbage, practically won 
the Allies the war. Hitler would 
never have had that problem if 
he had asked two teenage girls 
to text each other the messages. 
If this had been the case, Turing 
and Babbage would have spent 4 
years in Bletchley Park scratching 
their heads thinking that ‘LOL’ was 
a Nazi analogy for ‘Let’s Occupy 
London’.  They simply would have 
had no idea.

Not speaking on the behalf of 
the generations that have come 
before us, but I blame our new 
interpretation of the English 

Language on our own laziness. As 
humans, we have always wanted 
to make things easier for ourselves, 
and we have decided that another 
way to make our lives simpler was 
to transform words like ‘and’ to ‘n’ 
and the famous acronym ‘LOL’. 
This form of communication has 
mutated from 2 major platforms: 
social media and texting. Somehow 
we teenagers are in a never-ending 
rush to send messages or ‘tweets’ 
to one another to such an extent 
that punctuation and grammar are 
thrown to the wind and now the 
world is full of incoherent jargon that 
is starting to pass for ‘modern-day’ 
English. 

Another great thing that mankind 
has achieved with language is to 
invent music. Music is another 
one thing that we can be proud 
of, but nonetheless our own 
generation is beginning to add 
our own contributions to this art 
form. Unfortunately, the question 
must be asked, is our contribution 
so far likely to outlive the work of 
those that have come before us? 
Can Mozart, Beethoven or Bach 
be paralleled by the likes of Justin 
Bieber? No, they can’t. Will the 
‘rave’ music of our youth today last 
throughout time as effectively as the 
masterful symphonies of the 16th 
Century surely will? Let’s hope not.  

But is this all our generation has 
to offer?  No matter the brilliance 
of Shakespeare and Dr. Seuss, 
I seriously doubt that they were 
pioneering literate when they were 
our age. So, there may still be 
hope for the future of the English 
language, and all our new words 
may enable us to expand the 
language. Unfortunately we just 
aren’t very good at it yet, but we 
can still hope. The same goes for 
music: all we can do now is pray to 
God (or whoever you pray to) that 
his contribution to our generation is 
not Justin Bieber.  

Fingers Crossed.
James Granleese Y13

MOVING ON

I can see her from my window.  In 
her bedroom titivating herself and 
getting ready to go out.  She was 
my best friend.  But not any more.

I can’t help but think back to 
how different things used to be 
between us, just a few years ago.  
I remember the first day I met her, 
when she burst in to my world like a 
ray of sunshine exclaiming ‘We will 
be best friends forever!’  Another 
promise she failed to keep.

At first we did everything together - 
went shopping, ate in restaurants, 
went for drives in the car, and every 
year she insisted I went on holiday 
with her and her family.  Always to a 
beach.  I never told her, but I hated 
the way the sand never seemed to 
wash out of my hair.

She introduced me to my first ever 
boyfriend.  He was called Ken and 
was the love of my life.  He was 
so handsome and well dressed 
and she always said we belonged 
together.  That was until…  That 

year we went to Minorca - another 
beach holiday - but the first time 
Ken and I had been away as a 
couple.  We all had a great time!  
But two days before we came 
home, I stayed at the hotel while the 
others went on a boat trip.  They 
were gone for ages, but I enjoyed 
the peace and quiet.  When she 
came back I could tell she had 
been crying.  She hugged me close 
and sobbed.  There had been 
an accident on the boat and my 
Ken was lost forever - presumed 
drowned.

When we got back home things 
were never the same again.  I was 
just numb, but she cried a river.  
She sobbed when she saw his car 
in the driveway, when she opened 
the wardrobe and saw his clothes, 
and when she stepped on his 
surfboard - his pride and joy - and 
broke it.  I just smiled at her and 
hoped in my eyes she could see I 
forgave her.  She tried at the start 
to make everything better, taking 
me out, buying me new clothes and 

even introducing me to a new man.

I don’t know exactly when we 
started to drift apart.  Her visits 
dwindled and I saw her less and 
less.  She has a new friend now, 
called Sarah, who is beginning to 
take my place.  I met Sarah once 
briefly, and she laughed at me.  I 
looked at my best friend and could 
see how embarrassed she was with 
me.  I knew then our time was over.

She is still fixing her hair, music 
blaring through the open window.  
Suddenly her bedroom door opens.  
‘Turn that music down, Lucy!’ her 
mum yells. ‘Have you decided what 
things you are giving to the charity 
shop yet?  I’m going now!’  She 
looked over - directly at me.  ‘Yeah 
mum, I think the doll’s house and 
Barbie can go.’  And my world went 
black as the plastic bag was placed 
over my home. 

Lucy Maher Y8

Winner of the 
Junior Magazine Prize
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‘I know what you did.’ The words 
Alex rehearsed repeatedly in his 
mind.  Fear swamped his surprise 
and wonder filled his mind. ‘Why 
me? I changed.’ The scrap of paper 
fluttered in his grasp as the gentle 
winds tickled his face. Then, as he 
gazed into the distance to discover 
the culprit, his vision as well as his 
worryingly empty stomach were 
drawn back to the suspicious 
package his latest note had been 
enclosed in.  As the tell-tale scent 
of his favourite Chinese takeaway 
wafted towards him, he knew that it 
was exactly identical to his previous 
‘gifts’. A conglomeration of Chinese 
fortune cookies awaited Alex 
inside this bundle, each giving him 
directions to a meeting place.

This was his fourth anonymous 
correspondence with his mystery 
enthusiast and his fears were ever-
growing as to the identity of his 

I CHANGED: WELL I TRIED TO…

shadow.  Each involvement with his 
follower had proved more dubious 
than the preceding. 

Days passed eerily, unhurriedly and 
Alex’s days mostly consisted of 
suspiciously peering out windows 
for approaching beings, and 
tormenting himself over the vision 
of his past finally catching up with 
him. Alex had committed things 
he wasn’t proud of. Actions he’d 
rather forget. Dealings he had 
already erased from his memory. 
But he knew that someone, 
somewhere, knew about him and 
his concealments, and that he must 
confront them. 

Alex begrudgingly decided 
to convene with his mystery 
acquaintance. His lust for answers 
to his queries shone through.  The 
underground of an inner-city car 
park was the desired destination. A 

sinister and spine-chilling location at 
the best of times, but nevertheless 
Alex proceeded.  The overpowering 
scent of car fuel bombarded his 
nostrils. The consecutive drip, 
drip of a nearby leak caused his 
muscles to tense. A chill, and 
almost emotionless sense all around 
him heightened his care. All these 
warning signs pointed to one thing. 
DANGER. 

Everything within Alex, and 
everything around him indicated for 
him to escape from this dungeon 
immediately, but his interest in the 
perpetrator and their logic was too 
great. He stayed. That’s when he 
heard the footsteps. Footsteps 
echoed all around him.  His mind, 
teeming with these footsteps, he 
was unable to run. Paralysed, he 
stood there aimlessly. Waiting. 

Rebecca McKillen Y11

Yes, this is a fashion column - and 
you may be surprised by the person 
that is writing it. A mere male 
myself, I may be stereotypically 
clueless to the simple concept 
of fashion but I do hold my own 
opinions, deduced from the 
observations I make. 

Thinking about it, you may say 
the ‘hip’ has certainly returned in 
‘hipster’ this year. Black may always 
have been in but it has had to make 
room.  In popular culture a so-called 
‘hipster’ is a person who seeks to 
be alternative. Break the mould. 
How cringe worthy. I don’t quite 
understand how wearing glasses 
with no lens in them makes you all 
that cool and interesting. Just take 
a trip to Belfast on a Saturday; you 
will be confronted with so many 
groups of young people following all 
sorts of different, ‘alternative style’ 
trends. This is usually accompanied 
by an iPod full of songs played by 
strangely -named bands you have 
never heard of before. These people 
seem to discover what is hip and 
make it their own before it is hip. 
This must be so tiresome over a 
period of time. 

I feel that this term hipster, when 
thinking about it, is not really a 
new revelation in the fashion world 
or indeed the cultural world. It is 
definitely nowhere near breaking 
the boundaries of individualism. It 
may be cool to like eggs, and you 
may be the only one to like them at 
the start. But when everyone starts 
eating them then it’s no different 
from wearing shoes, because 
everyone wears shoes (except 
when doing a barefoot marathon). 
Bringing this back into context, the 
so called break-out alternativeness 
a hipster may have is now not any 
more alternative than the hipster 
next door. Individualism is lost when 
everyone seeks to be an individual 
- this is my hypothesis. That being 
the case, you are not any more 
interesting than me. Well, that 
remains to be seen. 

CRINGE - A FASHION COLUMN…

Meanwhile, there was an outbreak 
of beige after it was discovered 
that some teenagers were given 
too much Christmas money. What 
was once ‘old man’s trousers’ 
(that I wore to play golf) were now 
a new fashion trend. Coming in 
all designs, even companies such 
as Firetrap were now producing 
their own chinos. Another cringe 
moment. Ever turn up to a party 
and a girl is wearing the same dress 
as you? Well, try strutting casually 
around with your mates when you 
are all wearing a shade of brown, to 
make up the beige rainbow. Again 
another trend in which people are 
denying their individualism to be an 
‘individual’. 

And who do we all have to blame 
for it? Lady Gaga. Representing 
Mc Kee’s butchers in the House 
of Lords, she is the proud owner 
of a meat dress. Since her climb 
to fame, her fans and the media 
are always looking out for what 
she is wearing. The same sort of 
attention which Kate Middleton 
received on her Royal Wedding 
day.  Fortunately she has no 
sister to show her up, and thus 
is free to do what she likes. The 
outcome of this: regular slicing at 
the boundaries of individualism, 
all in an attempt to be, yes that 
word: alternative. Cringe. Oh my, it 
features again; this column indeed 
does have a wholesome message. 
In her attempts to be individualistic 
and forward-thinking it is has led so 
many others to attempt the same. 
Fair enough for trying, but is it really 
worth the effort in the end? 

You could indeed travel to Belfast 
and enter that forsaken place called 
Hollister. Where the scents are 
lustrous, the shop is dark and the 
service attendants aren’t that bad 
to look at - I suppose you could say 
it really isn’t that bad a place. With 
shops dotted throughout all of the 
UK and afar, it is a money making 
machine. Nothing cringy about that. 

But it’s the fact that everywhere 
I look everyone has something 
Hollister. Cousins, friends, 
acquaintances, and strangers: they 
have all fallen for it. I quite like labels 
myself, but this one just doesn’t feel 
right. It has gripped young people’s 
imaginations, making them believe 
that they can instantly become 
trendy. It’s like going back to the 
days when you thought you were 
the boss with light-up trainers- the 
Cica ones. I was so cool back then. 
What’s happened now? 

Have I found my individualism when 
the hipsters are still looking for the 
answers? Its okay searching, you 
can do whatever you like. But you 
are no more individualistic than 
a goldfish. And fashion has an 
even shorter memory. Companies 
seeking profit will continue to 
exploit the individualistic deprived 
individualists. That’s the free 
market. Maybe one day you will see 
the light when you find the lens to 
your glasses. Maybe indeed one 
won’t cut and dye their hair in such 
an extreme fashion to break the 
mould. Maybe you will just brave 
the cold, instead of getting your 
scarf confiscated by Mr. Gallagher. 

You may be the hipster of all 
hipsters to set foot on the planet, 
but it’s not like people haven’t 
walked on this earth before. Come 
back to me when you have an 
imprint on the moon, or own the 
mineral rights to an acre of it - like 
I do. 

Jack McCann Y13
El fashionista

Jack wins the 
Senior Magazine Prize 

for this article and his many 
contributions to this year’s 

‘Loreto Lore’
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There was a buzz in the air as many queued in pursuit 
of placement in the Loreto College Photo. Many 
dream all their lives of being included in such an 
event but only a select few can partake in this joyous 
and thrilling occasion that marks a historic moment 
in Loreto College. The current students and staff 
at Loreto were lucky enough to be that select few. 
Although some of the staff have had their fair share of 
School photos over the decades, for first timers it was 
filled with excitement and fear as you paced those 
steps to take pride of place as a Loreto student. This 
7 year tradition was executed with little difficulty as, of 
course, the Loreto staff are masters of organisation.

The morning of the ‘big day’ brought with it an 
ambush of perfectly coiffed hair and orange skin 
tones. The aroma of hairspray and uncertainty hung 
in the air. No one really knew what to expect, even 
the teachers, although they pretended to- it’s their 
job to know everything, after all. The day continued 
as normal with the exception of a significant rise in 
toilet runs- one must maintain one’s appearances for 
such an occasion. Even I had succumbed to the girly 
stereotype and joined the flock in front of the mirror, 
fixing what wasn’t broken. 

When it finally came for us all to gather together for 
the big moment we were led unknowingly to the 
hockey pitch and arranged in order of height. There 

was a mixed view. Those at the back were mocked, 
those at the front were mocked and those in the 
middle spread to either the front or the back, oh 
society what have you done to us? 
 
Everyone was overly excited at the thought of missing 
class, the staff more so than the students, what can 
I say? Kids can be mean. We were split into two 
groups; one and two, named so creatively, someone 
clearly took time out to come up with those killer titles. 
Group one was led down to the steps and everyone 
took their positions. Group one was substantially 
more exciting than group two (sorry group two!). They 
made the most of their time in the air and organised a 
few Mexican waves and chants to make use of their 
adrenaline rush. I think some of the younger students 
actually thought they had transported to the terraces 
of a football match. 

When the members of group two were finally led 
down and placed into order they were too focused on 
not falling to their deaths to plan fun events. Obviously 
the wiser choice and I’m not saying that because I 
was in group two, I’m saying that because everyone 
in that group was obviously a genius… cough, cough. 
Being a tall specimen, I had a rather fine view over the 
entire affair and was able to view our school from a 
new perspective and, yeah, it looked pretty much the 
same.  The build up was more exciting than the actual 
action of taking the photos. I think we all exaggerated 
the operation of pushing a button and capturing light 
on film to produce an image. The wind had grown 
considerably strong knowing well and good that each 
one of us had carefully placed each hair on our head 
to a position of perfection. I feel that its main goal 
was to cause havoc and that it did, that it did. There 
were shrills and screams of panic as arms flailed, all 
the while the photographer neared the button. DON’T 
PRESS THE BUTTON. 

When the photos were finally taken, arms were by 
sides and we all stood aligned, but if these photos 
come back with a cloak of hair hanging over each 
face we know who to blame and, yes, I’m looking at 
you, Mother Nature... I guess we should all be grateful 
we didn’t collapse into a sea of blue. All in all the 
experience was worthwhile. The exhilaration of being 
squashed on a tiny ledge high in the air was definitely 
a wise choice by our school. Safety you say? Pah, we 
Loreto students live on the wild side as long as we 
meet all deadlines and perform to a high standard that 
is. 

I hope you’re not a blinker.
Ciara Mc Macken Y13

WHIPPER-SNAPPERS GET SNAPPED!

The sighing Earth longs for the moon
That floats in space bound by its orbit,

And dreams; defying gravity
And sleeps, among the stars.

In all those wakeful hours, tired
Earth keeps turning with the tide

And pouring over dark abyss, Her
Eyes are open wide.

What silence in those craters formed?
What peace lies in the dust

That settled many years ago when
Moved by glory’s thrust?

What glory? Glory did forsake Her
Barren craters bare.

They too were born of force and fire yet
Now cry with despair.

THE EARTH AND THE MOON

What of all the fresh green blades of
Grass; martyrs supreme, 

of causes bearing change,
That flush of red of faded dreams,

And all the pools of shining jewels
That on reflection gave delight,
Cannot wash her bloody fools

Or curb the mighty smiter’s smite.

She hangs upon a stardust thread
And still breathes light amidst the dark.

Broken; crust is wafer thin and
Crippled, yet not dead.

Amen. Be still. Peace be with thou,
The prayers of Jupiter and of Mars
And echoed through the galaxy-
You shall sleep among the stars.

Katherine Giddins Y14
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During my interview with the twin 
brothers, Vincent and Thomas Mc 
Mullan, I attempted to decipher 
which would be considered the 
‘evil’ twin.

Immediately on starting the 
interview I noticed that Vincent 
was more willing to be interviewed 
and accepted with enthusiasm, 
whereas Thomas took longer to 
agree and I was forced to follow 
him down hallways until he finally 
caved and gave permission to be 
interviewed. I was suspicious about 
his unwillingness. 

I asked them both the same 
questions to analyse their 
differences. Starting with Vincent, 
who arrived with a smile that looked 
painted on. He sat and made 
himself comfortable ready for the 
excitement that followed. 

I asked Vincent, ‘What do you 
think of Thomas?’ He thought 
for a moment, picking his words 
carefully, dimples deepening as he 
laughed, ‘It’s me with a different 
face!’ I then asked Thomas the 
same question; he had arrived late 
and sat upright with little to say as 
his jaw tightened. ‘I think he’s all 
right most of the time,’ he stated 
bluntly with emphasis on the ‘most’, 
a hint of sarcasm, a secret hatred 
in his eyes. Vincent describes 
their relationship as, ‘casual, nerd-
orientated’, finding fun in common 
interests. He gazes to the left, as 
he looks back at the times they’re 
shared. Thomas utters, ‘brother or 
friend.’ He spits the words out like 
poison through gritted teeth, eyes 
set on the floor: it’s either or for him, 
never both. They’re just titles. There 
is no love behind the words. 

I can see that Vincent makes an 
effort to give extended humorous 
responses but Thomas, on the 
other hand, stays very blunt, direct 
and emotionless with his replies. 

I started to ask deeper questions to 
test their evil nature. Who would win 
in a fight?

Vincent’s smile dropped and he 
became rigid. ‘Me obviously,’ he 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

snapped sharply as if it had been 
tried and tested many times before. 
Thomas pondered for a long time 
and the silence grew before he 
came forward and responded, ‘It 
really depends on the situation 
and how angry one of us gets.’ 
After acknowledging his response, 
he returned like a machine to his 
starting position. Vincent seems 
to think on his feet. Thomas steps 
back from the scenario and thinks 
about all possible outcomes, like 
the mind of an evil genius. 

I decided to get straight down to 
business and ask, ‘How would you 
take over the world?’

Vincent’s eyes widened, his mouth 
caved with excitement and he 
uttered in a childish tone, ‘A big 
big laser and a penguin, in that 
order.’ He sat with his face frozen, 
leaning out of his seat for a long 
period of time after this – I decided 
it was better not to question this 
further and spoil his plans for world 
domination. When I asked Thomas 
he grinned, looked off into the 
distance and mumbled in an eerie 
tone, ‘I’d create a team of twenty 
or so with different roles and maybe 
launch a warhead or create an 
alliance.’ He had obviously thought 
this over on previous occasions; I 
advise the police to take notes and 
perhaps search his house. 

I saw that Thomas was becoming 
more comfortable in his 
surroundings as he sat back in his 
chair and flicked his curls out of 
his face. I began to feel as though 
he was cracking. He told me more 
about his life and his longing to be 
known as ‘Thomas the Terrible’. The 
alliteration was overwhelming. He 
is obviously a genius, with English 
skills like that. He sighed and 
returned to his slouch position as if 
drained from revealing his deepest 
secrets. I enquired of Vincent what 
his evil name would be but, before 
I could even finish the sentence, 
he shouted with excitement, ‘Eight 
eyes!’ before collapsing black in his 
chair with laughter.  Now, I didn’t 
want to correct him at the time and 
interrupt the flow of the interview 
and insult his maths skills, so I 

decided to let it lie… 

I digressed from the point with my 
last question in order to throw them 
off my ‘evil’ genius hunt and asked, 
‘What’s your favourite food and 
why?’

Vincent paused and his expression 
was still, as if trying to figure out 
the meaning behind this question. 
He finally responded with a waving 
finger as a complementary hand 
motion: ‘Air- because it never runs 
out.’ He fell back into his chair, arms 
folded, with a smug look pasted on 
his face, as if he’d solved a riddle. 

Thomas leaned forward and sighed 
while stroking his imaginary beard. 
‘Hard question. I eat most foods, 
though I would choose... steak and 
chips.’ Perhaps his weakness? He 
rubbed his stomach with delight at 
the very thought of the plateful. 

I thanked both members for their 
participation and the interview came 
to an abrupt close, but I was left to 
ponder who? Who was the evil twin 
of the pair? Was it Vincent with his 
absurdity? Or Thomas with his in 
depth knowledge and logic?

I’ve come to a conclusion. The 
evil twin is... Vincent Mc Mullan. 
Throughout the interview he was 
calm and cheerful. Too calm and 
too cheerful.  His incongruous 
answers were an attempt to throw 
me off his real motives. The one 
time he provided a serious answer 
was when he said he could win in 
a fight- correction would win. I fear 
for the future and the potential rise 
of ‘Eight eyes’. Thomas was the 
obvious answer, but of course he 
was brainwashed. His blank stares, 
lack of emotion and robotic state 
made this apparent. 

So I’ll end this with a brief warning. 
Watch out for a Mr. Vincent Mc 
Mullan for he is an evil mastermind 
and no one is safe. His path of 
destruction shows no limit, so dust 
your floors and be prepared to kneel 
down to the future ruler. 

Ciara McMacken 
Y13

All of you reading this now under the 
age of 25 have no doubt been told 
on numerous occasions by those 
who call themselves our seniors 
(parents, grandparents, teachers, 
the list goes on and on) that without 
the Internet we would be weeping 
buckets of tears and would be 
suffering the withdrawal systems 
of a reckless drug user. Then they 
would take this opportunity to 
comment on the integrity of their 
own generation due to the fact 
that they didn’t have TV’s, games 
consoles or the Internet. How that 
could possibly make their lives 
better is, to this day, still a mystery 
to me. How could the lack of such 
essential apparatuses make their 
childhoods better than ours?  There 
are shows out there on the magical 
box that hope to do nothing but 
educate, shows like ‘Wonders of the 
Universe’, where Dr. Brian Cox (or 
Dr. Good-Looking as his female fans 
prefer to call him) teaches us how 
this beautiful planet of ours and its 
not-too-shabby neighbours came to 
exist. This show has to take credit 
for raising the IQ of our population 
by, at least a few notches. 

But I must ask those of you who 
came before (parents, teachers…
you know the list), who’s to say that 
you would have been any different? 
For the sake of argument, let’s say 
that mobile phones, the bane of 
the old folk, arrived in the hands 
of young people in the middle of 
the 1950’s. The same goes for any 
gadgetry we possess today, like 
social networking for example. To 
be entirely honest, those young kids 
of the 50s would have slaved over 
their computer screens and twiddled 
away with their mobile phones on 
a daily basis, just as they criticize 
us for doing now. They would have 
been just as caught up in following 
the tweets of the famous and the 
relationship status of strangers they 
would never meet, and would have 
no doubt found something else to 
criticize us for- maybe the fact that 
fashion to our generation involves 
wearing jeans that are two sizes 

too small for us or dyeing our hair in 
luminescent colours so that when 
we go out walking late at night we 
don’t have to wear a safety vest.

But there is also a touch of 
hypocrisy in this statement as well. 
Our elders speak to us about such 
gadgetry as the Internet or mobile 
phones as if their lives are free of it 
and that, if anything, it holds us back 
in life. I can tell you now that this is 
nowhere near the truth. I can prove 
this to you by way of an example. 
Last year, my family and I relocated 
to a newly built house, which is 
situated in a field in, quite honestly, 
the middle of nowhere. When we 
first arrived in our new family home, 
my family requested that the first 
things to be installed in the home 
would be a Sky system and a 
broadband Internet connection. The 
Sky satellite was set up the following 
day but the Internet wasn’t. We 
were promised that the Internet 
would be set up the following week: 
it wasn’t. Needless to say, we were 
in the house for one month, and still 
no Internet. Being the family nerd, I 
was expected to find this absence 
the most excruciating and, to be 
honest, I thought I’d miss it the most 
too, but alas no. It was in fact my 
entire family. We were all feeling the 
pain of the sudden loss. Without 
realising it, they had become reliant 
on the magical wires that connected 
to a box that somehow let us 
access whatever we wanted. With 
it my mother could look at houses 

TECHNOLOGY AND HYPOCRISY

on the other side of the world (I 
don’t know why, but apparently 
people like to do this) and my father 
could watch football online. But 
the one thing we all missed was 
access to what is the Holy Grail 
for the geographically isolated: 
Facebook. With this tool we could 
delude ourselves into thinking that 
other people surrounded us like we 
were in our previous residence but 
here, with no Internet, we slowly 
deteriorated into what psychologists 
would describe as ‘cabin fever’. 

To conclude, I would just like to 
mention all those times when our 
elders have criticised our use of 
the electronic world, and then 
immediately taken out their own, 
new iPhone 4S and tweeted 
to all their senior friends about 
young people wasting their lives 
on the Internet (and having their 
rant retweeted by all their other 
senior friends, also using their new 
smartphones). But then, I would like 
you to ask yourself will we be any 
different? What if playing outside is 
‘back in style’ when we hit 60? Can 
you imagine yourself walking over 
to your grand child, pulling the ball 
he’s been playing with out of his 
hands, looking at him sternly and 
saying, ‘What are you doing out 
here? When I was your age I wasn’t 
out here, we were all inside on our 
phones texting all the other kids, 
and you know what? It didn’t do us 
a bit of harm! Now get inside!’ 

James Granleese Y13
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I can’t believe now that it’s been 
almost three years since I first 
walked through the gates of 
Loreto.  I can still remember my first 
day quite clearly. Full of nerves, I 
marched up our lane to catch the 
bus at twenty to eight.  The bus 
came about fifteen minutes later 
and it was soon whizzing me away 
to Loreto: a brand new adventure.  
After arriving in 8C, my new class, 
I was chatting away and getting 
to know new people and learning 
about the running of the school.  
Timetables and bus passes issued, 
I went home full of excitement over 
what the next day would entail.  

And so that was the start of it 
all. Three great years followed in 
the junior school.  Having gone 
to a small primary school in the 
countryside with only 50 pupils, 
Loreto was a big change for me 
with its many classrooms, teachers 
and corridors, but I soon got used 
to it all and, after about three 
weeks, I could confidently find my 
way around, without getting lost.

HOW TIME FLIES

There have been many happy 
memories and many laughs, along 
with occasional pile of homework.  
It’s hard to round up all the best 
moments into a short text.  I 
suppose I owe my new found love 
of athletics to Loreto, having been 
introduced to sprinting and long 
jumping in my first year.  Athletics 
with the school team took me 
to competitions in Coleraine and 
Antrim, and I was fortunate enough 
to be chosen as Athlete of the 
Year for Year 9 in 2011.  The trip 
to Dublin was definitely a highlight, 
seeing round Kilmainham Jail, 
Croke Park and the winding streets 
of the bustling Irish capital.  There 
were many laughs that day - see 
last year’s Loreto Lore.  There 
was also the History trip to Derry, 
during which we were taken on a 
tour of the walls and around two 
fascinating museums.  

Back in school, there have been 
many fun times also.  The Spring 
Concert of this year promoted a 
great sense of Loreto Spirit that 
I haven’t experienced on such a 

large scale before.  Our traditional 
music group performed and we 
had great fun putting sets together 
and performing on stage.  There 
have been many other enjoyable 
musical moments.  Our traditional 
group has played at Open Days 
and at little sessions throughout the 
school year, most notably around 
St Patrick’s Day, one of the best 
weeks, I reckon, in the school 
calendar!  Fun and games, Mass in 
Irish, music, singing galore and no 
books in Irish class for a week!

In the classroom I feel I have 
developed my skills in Maths and 
English more than in any other 
subject, with Maths being my 
favourite subject.  Although not 
much fun in Year 8, History won 
me over in Year 9 and it is definitely 
up there now.  Despite being quite 
dated, I think it’s quite cool! (A lame 
joke, I know).

Over the last few years at 
Loreto, I feel I have developed 
my knowledge to a great extent 
and have developed a great deal 

as a person.  I have 
met some fascinating 
people, friends that 
I will keep in touch 
with forever hopefully, 
and teachers who 
are so dedicated and 
excellent in what they 
do.  Although it took me 
a while to get settled 
in, I hope my remaining 
years at Loreto are 
as enjoyable as the 
first three have been, 
and I look forward to 
learning lots more, and 
embarking on the next 
stage of my adventure.  
Ok, that was a bit 
cheesy...        

Conor Pauling Y10

A PESSIMIST’S FOUR-STEP GUIDE TO EXAMINATION FAILURE

The first world.  A land of golden 
opportunities and prosperous 
optimism. But what about the 
common worry wart? Do you find 
many helpful and concise guidelines 
for them? No, but perhaps it is time 
for this to change. In this four-step 
manual I will show you the way of 
the pessimist during the stressful 
and fretful time of exams. 

Step One is the realisation that 
the exam period is approaching, 
the heralding to students of the 
importance of tests that will 
determine our entire future careers 
based on whether or not we can 
remember how to cope with such 
tasks as stating the law of the 
conservation of energy. Step Two 
shows us how we, as pessimists, 
can tap into emotionally and 
mentally dismissing the fact that the 
examinations are even occurring 
through the ancient art of denial. 

Then, as you actually begin to sit 
your exams, we reach Step Three: 
delusion, where reality is rejected 
and the fictional world where 
success waits, is seemingly within 
your grasp. The final step is quite 
simply doom, the finale, concluding 
with the unmitigated failure of all of 
your examinations.

1. Examination

ex.am.in.a.tion
noun.
An examining; close scrutiny; a 
set of written or oral questions 
designed as a test of knowledge.

May/June. Summer. For the 
wondrous, crayon-coloured world 
of a care-free child this usually 
means a time of delight, laughter, 
butterfly nets and being heavenly, 
oblivious to the sinister and cynical 

future that awaits them. However, 
for the common 16-year-old, 
obliged to loiter in the shadows of 
the multitude and able to drown 
their inner angst in skinny mocha 
frappuccinos, the month of May is 
now the beckoning from Cerberus 
to reluctantly grace the fiery gates of 
hell with their presence, or, in other 
words, sit their GCSE examinations. 
You’re there. You’ve received your 
conscription form from Cerberus 
(CCEA). The blazing gates are 
opening and you have one rather 
large dilemma…

2. Denial

de·ni·al 
noun.
Psychology An unconscious 
defence mechanism characterised 
by refusal to acknowledge painful 
realities, thoughts, or feelings.

Manga.  At this word, some literary 
aristocrats cringe in disgust.  Adults 
(a majority) say ‘what?’ and have to 
be told ‘comic books’ or ‘graphic 
novels’ and suddenly they go all 
shifty-eyed.  Teenagers?  Don’t 
even ask.

As an avid reader of both novels 
and manga, I’ve read a fair bit, and 
I’ve been asked a lot of questions 
about them.  But when it comes to 
manga, I get a little peeved when 
someone asks me, ‘Why do you 
read those Chinese books?  Can 
you read Chinese?’

Point 1: Manga is not Chinese.  And 
I can’t read Chinese either.  Manga 
is a form of reading that originates 
from Japan.  Manga dates back 
to post World War II Japan, the 
Occupation (when American 
soldiers were stationed in Japan) 

THE M WORD

and post-Occupation years.  Yet 
some US fans became aware of 
manga in the 1970s and early 
1980s.  Anime (we have books to 
film, they have manga to anime) 
made its mark first.  It’s incredibly 
well established in America and 
popular elsewhere.  We just 
don’t see it as anime – we call it 
‘cartoons’.

Pokemon is originally an anime.  
Digimon is originally an anime.  
Sailor Moon is originally a manga, 
then an anime.  Yu-Gi-Oh is 
originally a manga, then an anime.  
There is also Cardcaptors, One 
Piece or Naruto.

I’m guessing most people have 
heard of at least two of those.  You 
may even have been a fan.  It’s 
rising in popularity.  The New York 
Times has featured it many times.  

In 2008, the US and Canadian 
manga market was valued at $175 
million.  In the European and Middle 
Eastern markets, it was worth over 
$250 million.  It’s no trifling matter, 
nor a passing fad.  Most bookshops 
sell manga, and HMV sells anime.  
A number of conventions have 
arisen around the anime/manga/
gaming fans – the most famous 
being the San Diego Comic Con.  
I’ve been to a few myself. Eirtakon, 
a convention I went to in Dublin, 
had over 1500 people there, over a 
three day event.

It’s not a nerdy thing to do.  So 
push your thoughts of anti-social 
nerds out of your mind when you 
next think of it, or see anime / 
manga.

Why don’t you give it a chance?
Maria McQuillan Y11
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‘You know you teach in a high 
school when the students drive 
better cars than you.’ This could be 
true given that one half of Loreto’s 
car park looks like a showroom 
and the other a scrap yard. 700 
bhp, V12 engine, 26” alloy wheels, 
something you are unlikely to see in 
the car park, but there is no doubt 
that the teachers like to splash the 
cash when it comes to their cars.

The finest motor that graces the 
car park has to be Mr Byrne’s 
Volkswagen: in stylish silver with 
alluring alloys, it is a perfect 
match for his sporty lifestyle. The 
personalised number plate brings 
the look of it down a bit, very new 
money in my opinion. Mr Murphy’s 
VW Golf also stands out, and there 
is no shortage of them in the car 
park, with ten teachers driving 
Golfs. It has to be said he keeps it 
impeccably clean, unlike a certain 
Head of English who also drives a 
VW Golf.

BMWs are particularly popular with 
the Science Department, with an 
M5, M3, X5 and a 1 Series all in the 
possession of the teachers. Mrs 
Nugent’s Citroën C3 is a little less 
impressive when shown beside 
these cars. Something that always 
catches my eye is the lovely white 
Audi A4 that sits so elegantly in the 
car park each day, glistening in the 
sun (not that we ever have any!)

TOP GEAR, LCC STYLE

I had a few thoughts when the 
school bursar turned up in a brand 
new Passat in January but I’m sure 
there is nothing suspicious there… 
Beside his car, Mr Weir the school 
caretaker traded his van in for a 4x4 
and ‘She’s some machine, boss, no 
job too big for his little Suki jeep.’ 
With all these upgrades it was no 
surprise that Mrs Doherty changed 
her Focus for a new Golf or Ms 
Toner upgraded from an Audi A3 to 
a majestic Mercedes B-Class. As 
for Mr James, he must just want 
to get settled as Principal before 
he changes his C5 for something a 
little bit more elegant and stylish.

A wee Seat Ibiza parks at the top 
of the car park, and it is a mystery 
how all six foot of Mr Boyle fits into 
it! First Prize goes to Mr O’Hara, 
for the most original car in the car 
park. There must be a part from 
every Mondeo in the country on 
that old rickle. The most impressive 
thing about it is the bumper held 
on with some bolts, probably out 
of the Technology Department. At 
least his bumper is held on, unlike 
Mr Harkin’s car, which having gone 
in over a ditch still has a bumper 
hanging off two years later.
 
Cleanliness isn’t a priority for many 
of the teachers when it comes to 
their cars. As I mentioned before, 
Mr Murphy keeps his impeccably 
clean, but he is about the only one. 

Mrs Doherty (Biology) drives a white 
VW Polo, so she needs to keep it 
clean, as does Mr Otterson with 
his A4. Mrs Little isn’t the best at 
keeping her car clean, but she does 
her best. Although Mr Byrne has the 
most impressive car, he needs to 
give it a good clean inside and out!
 
Enough about the teachers, time to 
talk about the students’ cars. The 
statement made at the beginning 
is certainly true about the Year 14 
pupil who drives a new VW Golf. 
I am not sure why people buy 
these Golfs, after all, VW= Virtually 
Worthless. A good looking Citroën 
Berlingo sometimes comes into the 
car park, driven by the Head Boy. It 
is particularly nice and never has a 
speck of dirt on it. The usual teenage 
cars are also found in the car park, 
for example a VW Bora, scraping off 
the floor and incapable of tackling 
speed ramps. A few other less 
impressive cars also have an R plate 
slapped onto their windscreens, 
such as a Ford Fiesta, a Peugeot 
206 and a Vauxhall Corsa.

In the case of the staff at Loreto 
College, no, the students do not 
drive better cars, especially when 
you have teachers who take so 
much pride in their wheels. As for 
the showroom, well it must be a 
Volkswagen one because the list of 
VWs in our car park wouldn’t fit on 
an A4 page!

Jack Reid Y12

Denial. You’re in denial. You 
refuse to acknowledge that you’re 
currently sitting your GCSEs. And 
here it is, right up there, quoted 
from the evangelical words of the 
English Dictionary - your excuse. 
Even excuse is a severe word to 
use given the circumstances. You 
see, you’re not using this definition 
as an evasive shirking of your 
duties as a student, you wouldn’t 
even dream of doing something 
like that… But no, you’re simply a 
victim of the over developed human 
mind, which, in an instinctive act 
of self-preservation, has caused 
you to become ignorant of the fact 
that your exams may even be the 
least bit important. And ignorance 
is bliss. So, don’t allow yourself to 
recognise that your examinations 
are occurring- it goes against 
the sheltering reflexes of nature; 
instead, feel content in the denial 
that your future is bright and your 
naivety is shared by your fellow 
classmates.

3. Delusion

de.lu.sion
noun.
An idiosyncratic belief or impression 
that is firmly maintained despite 
being contradicted by what is 
generally accepted as reality or 
rational argument, typically a 
symptom of mental disorder.

Now here’s where things get a little 
tricky. Some diligent and intelligent 
sycophants may have coursed 
through the denial stage and 
headed straight for the optimistic 
jackpot of acceptance, armed with 
Easons’ reasonably priced pens 
and ready for some seriously hard 
work. But relent! Denial perfectly 
paves the way for the dreamscape 
world of delusion. Delusion: that 
opening the first page of your 
history textbook and staring at the 
letters which haven’t even formed 
words in your mind yet, is classified 
as studying. Delusion that all this 

‘studying’ (uselessly gawking at 
empty words) will achieve top 
grades when August comes round. 
We, the tormented generation, filled 
with anguish and anxiety are now 
at the stage where the beautifully 
false and inviting parallel sense of 
security, whispering ‘everything 
will be fine’ and ‘they don’t really 
even matter’ in our ear, is far 
more alluring to us than realising 
that we should actually begin to 
be productive. Yes, we may be 
the Dictionary’s description of 
fantastical, but don’t let that deter 
you, because living in the imaginary 
world where tests sit themselves 
and then make you a lovely cup 
of tea for your efforts, even living 
in that level of delusion, is easier 
than bowing down to the cruel and 
tedious master that is revision.

4. Doom

noun.
A grim destiny; unavoidable 
destruction or ruin; condemned to 
failure; Informal Up the proverbial 
creek without the means of 
propulsion (a paddle).

Inevitable for us all. Doom awaits 
us. Whether it is on the day that we 
are feeling happy-go-lucky and walk 
along the street without checking 
the ground for canine defecation 
first, or whether it is on the day that 
we don’t write down our homework 
because the bell has already rung. 
Doom awaits us. As a pessimist, 
however, you can already expect 
your juvenile aspirations to crash 
and burn, so really the last step 
to failing your examinations is to 
accept that through denial and 
delusion you have procrastinated 
and lost all previous hopes of 
succeeding, and now doom, 
destruction and ruin is all that 
is waiting for you on that fateful 
Thursday morning in August. 

Nevertheless, do not be too self-
loathing: that tends to use up a lot 
of energy that can be put to better 
use worrying about next year’s 
exams.

Caoimhe Cooke Y12
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Change is always daunting. It 
doesn’t matter how quickly we can 
adapt or how simple the alterations 
to our lives are, change will always 
unnerve us in some way. 

Coming to the end of our fifth 
year at Loreto, we have to decide 
where we are to go next. Which 
A-Levels to choose? Which course 
to study at Tech? Perhaps whether 
or not we should continue on our 
academic paths at all… Our lives 
are beginning to change. We’re at 
the stage where we can begin to 
shape our futures, decide where we 
want our lives to go.

I had always imagined that our 
careers would somehow fabricate 
themselves as soon as we left 
school and just slotted into the 
system, initiated our jobs and 
matured somewhere along the way. 

CHANGE…

Now I realise it’s not as simple as 
all that: we have our parts to play in 
creating our lives. Some people may 
say that our existence has already 
been moulded, has a definite 
purpose that we must fulfil and that 
we are just here to partake in a 
role that has a specific destination. 
I, however, believe that we are 
whatever we strive and desire to be 
and our lives can be whatever we 
make of them.

We are experiencing a period 
of transition, moving on to the 
next step in our lives. During this 
modification we learn the valuable 
lesson of resolving where our 
personal gifts can be given the 
chance to develop, so we can 
become who we truly are. All that 
we encounter after this point will be 
important in who we intend to be, 
or if we have not really determined 
who that is, then during this time we 

may discover the direction our lives 
will happily take.

So, as my fellow class-mates and 
I commence the transition to the 
next journey in our lives, I ask that 
we find courage and patience. 
Yes, change is always daunting 
and growing accustomed to new, 
unfamiliar settings is never easy, but 
with courage we are able to realise 
that change opens up new and 
exciting doors of opportunity and 
with patience we are able to give 
the time to allow ourselves to make 
something of these opportunities. 

Change is always daunting, but do 
not permit the fear of the unknown 
to draw a boundary around the 
decisions you make. Our futures are 
an indefinite number of selections 
and diversities and they are just 
beginning.

Caoimhe Cooke Y12

Revision is the most depressing 
time in the school calendar. As 
a parent you act as a guard in a 
prison and lock your child in their 
room until they complete their 
sentence, 5 hours of revision. Have 
you ever stopped to think what your 
child actually does instead of this? 
The attention span of a teenager is 
extremely short. 

Concentration is a valued 
commodity, which your child more 
than likely does not posses. Truth 
be told, they will do absolutely 
anything bar revise for their GCSE 
or A levels. You can do nothing 
to prevent this; it is a plague of 
laziness that is stretching across the 
continent. They will succumb and 
various repeats will ensue.

As the countdown begins, your 
son/daughter will be in a state 
of restlessness, impatience and 
frantic muttering. Will they go on 
Facebook or Twitter? The decision 
is always both and there is little time 
left to review such topics as the 
various stages of plant succession, 
in the belief that they will have 
ample time to revise at a later date. 
However, this later date is right 
before the exam. Remembering the 
horrendous incident of last year’s 

WHAT YOUR CHILD DOES INSTEAD OF REVISING…

grades, you shout your child into 
their room or talk to them with a 
voice of utter disappointment that 
you’ve perfected so well, ‘Son/
daughter you used to be so good. I 
haven’t seen you revise at all. Don’t 
you want to get into university? You 
need to work, darling.’ You may 
think we’re revising but we aren’t.

We’re having the time of our 
lives in our room with the TV, 
CD player, computer, ipod and, 
most importantly, our phone- the 
most treasured possession of a 
castaway. Our friends don’t mind 
that we aren’t revising or that they 
are preventing us from doing so. 
We prefer to compare our lack of 
revision with others and so the 
never-ending process begins of:
‘Have you started revision yet?’
‘I’ve done a little of Mr Shaw’s but 
not one bit of revision for Miss 
Curry’s course.’

‘I hate you. I haven’t done any. You 
going out on Friday?’

Not only are we wasting our value 
studying time with technology, 
we are also doodling. We like to 
write our names over and over 
in different kinds of font, adding 
hearts or bolding. We become true 

Picassos, drawing pictures of a frog 
jumping over a cow and any other 
ridiculous way to waste time. We 
invent imaginary scenarios like that 
boy you like: well, don’t you know 
he’s climbing up a tree so he can 
get into your house through your 
window. With your full permission of 
course; you’d never say no to him. 

Here are just a few ways that your 
child procrastinates: sings a song; 
listens to music and pretends they 
need it to focus but they really 
want to lose interest in their work 
and sing along; invents a song; 
counts the number of tiles on the 
floor; takes numerous bathroom 
breaks just for something to do; 
eats incessantly; tries to strike up a 
conversation that will last an hour 
with anyone they come across; 
that one time they’ll ask to help 
around the house; pretends their 
toys are real and they go along 
on an adventure with them to the 
land of Narnia; constantly changes 
seating position; cleans their room 
and pretends highlighting is a form 
of revision. 

You can’t say we aren’t incredibly 
creative and we clearly know how 
to multi-task! 

Aoife McReynolds Y13
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Of course celebrities aren’t the role 
models we need.  How often do 
you pick up a magazine that isn’t 
covered in pictures of Hollywood’s 
latest IT star falling out of a night 
club drunk, or checking in and 
out of rehab?  Are these really 
the people we want to grow up 
to be like?  No, of course it’s not, 
and truly what talent do most of 
these celebrities have?  Wives and 
girlfriends of footballers, hardly 
a talent, is it… not exactly.  And 
Katie Price?  Does anyone truly 
remember why she is famous?  
Originally a glamour model, now 
one of the most hated women in 
Britain, and why?  Because the 
papers and magazines portray her 
in the worst possible light in order to 
sell their magazines. 

Celebrity relationships seem riddled 
with cheating and divorce.  Just 
take John Terry, who is married yet 
cheated on his wife with the wife of 

ARE CELEBRITIES THE ROLE MODELS WE REALLY NEED?

one of his team-mates.  Are there 
no morals in the world of stardom? 
How can we accept this as the 
norm when a barmaid or a waitress 
comes out with another kiss-and-
tell about some footballer or married 
actor?  If these people were just 
normal people without the graces 
that being a celebrity give them, we 
would be disgusted.  Marriages are 
broken down by these slanderous 
rumours printed by the press, such 
as that of Demi Moore and Ashton 
Kutcher.

However, we should not be so 
quick to brand all celebrities as the 
same. Celebrities such as Justin 
Bieber and Selena Gomez who 
are both Christians and supporters 
of the charity True Love Waits, 
which encourages chastity until 
marriage in young people, show us 
that not all celebrities are as bad 
as we assume.  Lady Gaga set 
up a charity selling wristbands to 

raise funds for the people of Japan 
after the devastating Tsunami and 
Angelina Jolie is the UN Goodwill 
Ambassador. These are the kind 
of celebrities we should be aspiring 
to be like, the kind who encourage 
global change.

There’s one type of celebrity we’re 
forgetting: Olympic and Paralympic 
athletes.  These people train 
tirelessly for our country and yet if 
we saw them in the street, many of 
us wouldn’t even know who they 
are.  The Olympic and Paralympic 
values are: respect, excellence, 
friendship, courage, determination, 
inspiration and equality.  These 
are the standards we set our 
athletes and so isn’t it true that we 
should set these standards for our 
celebrities and also for ourselves?  
When our celebrities live by these 
standards, then maybe they can be 
the role models our society needs.

Erin McGowan Y11

We’ve all done it, haven’t we?  
We’ve said or done the wrong 
thing, at the wrong time, and the 
punishment is a face as red as a 
fire engine.  Usually it happens in 
front of someone: your friends, a 
stranger, or God forbid a teacher 
finds you doing something utterly 
ridiculous and juvenile.  Then 
you’re known as ‘that girl who fell 
on top of that poor wee first year 
when the bus braked suddenly’.  
Yes it was me; don’t pretend you 
didn’t hear about it! If you’re the 
socially awkward type like me, then 
there are plenty of uncomfortable 
things to come, you can count on 
it. Let’s go through some of the 
most embarrassing things that can 
happen in a school environment 
and feel guaranteed that they have 
happened to yours truly.

To kick us off, a small awkward 
exchange with someone else in the 
corridor right before you have Mr 
Shaw. It’s not that discomforting, 
you just feel a tad flustered 
depending how long you played a 
telepathic mind game with someone 
along the corridor.  Like the cha-cha 
slide, you ‘slide to the left, slide to 
the right, take it back now y’all’ and 
now you’ve backed into another 
frightened first year.  Where are you 
all coming from?! Visualise yourself 
as a rhino and the person standing 
in front of you is a pesky elephant.  
They’re bigger than you, obviously, 
obviously you’re going to have to 
step aside and give them room.  
Unlike you, the elephant travels in a 
herd; yes they have friends, lots of 
friends.  Much more than you, and 
they give you a pitying look as you 
try to get past alone.  At this point 
20 students have got past you as 
you stupidly stand there holding 
open the door.  Damn you, parents, 
for giving me good manners.  You’re 
a timid rhino and now you’re late to 
class with the worst excuse.  I don’t 
mean to sound like a teacher here, 
but yes sometimes I will say, ‘You’re 
supposed to keep to the LEFT side 
of the corridor’ and so I die a little 
more inside. 

HUMILIATION GALORE

Now class has begun and you are 
already frazzled about the teacher 
not taking your ‘there was traffic 
on the corridor’ excuse seriously.  
Clearly you are supposed to turn 
into the hulk so you can get to their 
lesson on time.  Work has been 
set, there’s a rustle of pages, a 
cough, a yawn in the back row and 
then a stomach growl.  It was you 
and suddenly you want the ground 
to swallow you up.  Frantically 
you ask yourself questions. ‘Did 
anyone hear that? Was it really that 
loud? Why am I hungry, it’s first 
period?’  It always happens at the 
worst times, doesn’t it?  Then you 
extremely slyly support everyone’s 
suspicions as you look around 
the room, hoping not to make eye 
contact with anyone so that you 
can reassure yourself that they 
didn’t notice.  How could they not? 
There is no way to hide, even if you 
get away with it the first time, they 
are going to notice the second and 
tenth time it happens.  Doubles are 
the best, the mortification can then 
drag on for an hour, clutching your 
stomach and rocking back and 
forth to quieten the beast.  Please 
avert your eyes from us!  Do you 
take pleasure in making us feel 
even worse with your laughing and 
that resounding question, ‘Was 
that you?’ Sure I’ll laugh along with 
you, but I really want to cry.  Did 
you know some children in America 
drop out of school because it’s so 
bad?  Fun fact I’m sure you’ll agree, 
but we can’t afford that so you’ll just 
have to brave the class until it ends 
so you can sneak a bite from that 
fun size Mars bar your mum put in 
your pocket.

Ah physical education, we’ve had 
some fun times haven’t we?  The 
PE hall is where I like to top up 
my weekly concussion.  My body 
was not built for running or push-
ups or co-ordination.  Haven’t 
they invented an alternative to 
badminton yet?  Perhaps one on 
the internet that would prevent 
me getting whacked in the face 
with a so-called friend’s racket.  At 

that moment there’s a gasp as the 
whole class stares at me.  ‘Is her 
face swelling up, that’s revolting!’ 
The tormentor stands there with 
her instrument of torture, hand over 
her mouth, and starts apologising 
profusely. ‘I’m fine, I’m fine, don’t 
worry about it, honestly it’s all right,’ 
I stutter.  I’m not fine; my face is 
burning.  This hurts more than 
anything I’ve ever experienced.  I 
think my face is going to fall off.  
Enter compassionate teacher:  ‘I 
saw that whack you took back 
there.’ Of course you did.  ‘How 
many times has this happened 
now?’ I don’t know, but I hope 
that’s the last one.

The stair trip.  When executed 
it must include another person 
for twice the fun.  It’s especially 
enjoyable when it’s someone you 
don’t know: teachers are even 
better.  They’ll win you a lifetime 
of detention and a scornful look 
every time you see them.  You’ve 
lost your footing and it looks like 
you’re proposing to the person 
whose jumper you’ve pulled to 
steady yourself.  Only they don’t 
want your hand, they want you to 
get your grubby paws off them and 
leave them alone.  They didn’t see 
it coming and perhaps from that 
moment on they will avoid you at all 
costs.  Tripping down the stairs is 
common and it happens to us all.  
The real expertise of being a clumsy 
idiot is falling up the stairs.  Yes it’s 
possible, and a thing of beauty.  You 
keep practising and perhaps you’ll 
be as great at it as me.

So, remember, try not to say 
ridiculous things like ‘I’d definitely 
lick someone’s face,’ don’t pretend 
to be a seal, and don’t give your 
boyfriend a quick kiss before class 
because you don’t know who’ll be 
watching.  Time doesn’t heal old 
humiliations because, if you have 
friends, they will never let you live 
it down.  Don’t you just love school?

Aoife McReynolds Y13
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One night I had a dream that’s 
played itself over and over in my 
mind ever since.

I’m on my back, eyes closed, 
body slack, perfectly still, floating 
on a warm sea. I know it’s the 
sea because I can feel the water 
lapping around my feet and hands 
and head, its warmth making me 
drowsy and calm. I can feel the heat 
of the sun as its dappled yellow 
light touches my face; hear the 
gentle, muffled sound of the waves 
crashing on the shore. I follow the 
rhythm, the in, the out, strain my 
ears to hear the breeze ruffling the 
trees onshore. I’m completely alone. 
Apart from the murmuring of the 
sea, it’s just me and the silence. 
I am warm and relaxed, almost 
weightless, thinking nothing, just 
feeling the heat and the air and the 
water. I am safe. I am happy.

It’s a postcard scene, a dash of 
white sand, those tropical trees you 
see in pictures, palm trees they’re 
called, and an expanse of wide, 
turquoise, ocean. I know that if I just 
open my eyes, I can see it. 

I have the dream every morning, 
in that tiny lapse of time when the 
light hits the very back of your eye 
and you become aware of your legs 
and your arms and your fingers 
and toes, curled up and clenched 
from sleep. You know that moment, 
when any second, any minute 
now your eyes will open and the 
dream, the ocean, the sand, all of 
it will be lost. You struggle against 
the inevitable, savour the last few 
moments before reality begins 
again.

Aware now of my movements, I 
stretch, still floating on the surface 
of the ocean. I want to see the 
scene I’ve imagined, to witness 
the exotic, the beautiful. The 
light pervades my closed eyelids, 
becomes brighter. I feel the dream 
melting away, slipping from my 
grasp.

DREAMING…

I open my eyes.

Grey pavement. The cold slap of it 
on my cheek. Slivers of rain, each 
one hitting the ground parallel 
with my face dismally. Lorries, 
cars, buses, their bright colours 
dimmed by the grime and wet of 
the morning rush hour, sloshing 
through the brown puddles. The sky 
above, charcoal, shafts of grey light 
escaping between the interminable 
clouds, spitting rain. 

Welcome to another day.

Feet, passing within inches of my 
face. Sometimes when things are 
really bad I’ll lie here all day, curled 
up under layers of cardboard, 
watching them. Some are heels, 
with high stilettos and shining 
leather. They click past purposefully, 
their sharp pointed toes full of 
purpose. Then sleek black loafers 
and lace ups, important-looking 
briefcases swinging past my nose. 
Touristy trainers, thick winter boots 
of suede and fur, striding forward, 
forward with all the intent and 
purpose of a new day. 

Sometimes, the last I can’t even 
remember, one will throw you a 
few pennies or a pound or even a 
tenner. Tenners are the best. You 
can live like a king on a tenner. 
Maybe you’d get more if you made 
more of an effort, set out a little 
tin, like one of the others. But I 
can’t stand it, especially the looks. 
Sometimes disgust, sometimes 
horror, and worst of all, pity.

‘Its so sad we have this awful 
problem in our society today,’ they 
sympathise loudly, as they stroll on, 
noses wrinkled, hands tightening 
around their handbags and wallets, 
as if they’d rather I was packaged 
up in my layers of cardboard and 
posted off somewhere far away, 
where I’d be less visible, less stark, 
less of a blatant reminder of their 
‘awful problem.’

More often, one of the feet will 
come to a stop. From above, you 
hear tongues clucking, words of 
sympathy, whispering. The feet 
leave, return, and a face appears, 
bending down, usually smiling. 
‘I’ve brought you a warm drink and 
something to eat,’ they murmur 
quietly, something along those lines. 
And then they leave, triumphant 
and full of warmth and good will, 
delighted with their magnanimous 
gestures and displays of kindness. 
Their innocence touches me, and 
it is devastating. Every time, it is 
devastating.
 

Most days though, the feet pass 
on. They don’t see the bundle in 
the doorway. They are blind to 
me, choose not to notice. Ninety 
percent of the time I am invisible, a 
ghost, a shell of a person. I don’t 
blame the feet. I envy how they 
can choose what they want to see, 
how they can walk past without 
conscience or guilt. I’m not sure if I 
was one of them I’d choose to see 
either.

When I hear the big clock in the 
distance chime one-two-three-four-
five-six-seven-eight times, I know 
its eight o’ clock, rise and shine, 
time to get up. I like eight o’clock 
best of all. Soon, the museums 
and shops and libraries will be 
open, havens for those who shuffle 
aimlessly through the day, dreading 
closing time, reluctantly awaiting the 
street lamps going on. They’re free, 
they have plenty of corners to sit 
undisturbed and, above all, they’re 
warm and dry. 

First to the nice department store 
round the corner, the one with the 
flags and the plush velvet carpets 
and the nice bathrooms, with their 
gold mirrors and cool marble, to 
wash up. Sometimes if it’s very 
quiet, I’ll sit in here on one of the 
plump chairs all day, pretend I’m 
one of those South Kensington 
ladies with the buffed nails and 
wavy blonde hair, pout in the mirror 

and spray the little perfume samples 
until the air clouds, thick with a 
scented purple haze, and I can’t 
see my reflection any more.

My favourite places of all though are 
the libraries. You can’t keep going 
to the same ones- that gets people 
suspicious and the over-important 
ladies at the desk start staring over 
their glasses at you. 

But if you’re not spotted, you can 
sit in there all day. I love the silence, 
the muffled quiet apart from the 
clicking of keyboards and the heavy, 
rich sound of pages turning over. 
And the smell, of carpet and pages 
and coffee at the front desk. This 
is my heaven. I’ll curl up in one of 
the chairs, sink into its welcoming 
worn leather and read. Travel 
books are good, the pictures of 
places further away than you can 
imagine, brightly coloured, bent 

paperbacks filled with stories, and 
heavy, serious looking volumes on 
space and history and science, all 
of them offering the same kindly 
reassurance, that of the far away 
and the unreal.  But the escape is 
short-lived. 

The librarian, the attendant, the 
assistant, stands nervously by the 
door, jiggling keys, the nervousness 
of their discreet cough-coughs 
reflected in their eyes. They know 
what I am. I take my leave quickly, 
scurrying past for fear of meeting 
their eyes.

It’s darker now, the shops and 
offices and cafes closing, the 
streets slowly emptying, tinged 
with the sadness and melancholy 
of the fading evening light. Buses 
rattle past, filled with people on 
their way home. They look so alive, 
like portraits behind glass, people 

standing, sitting, talking, jostling 
for space, bathed in the artificial, 
cheerful light. I’m not sad, or even 
jealous. All that I feel is emptiness.

My feet take control of themselves, 
and I walk and walk and walk until 
suddenly I’m on the ground, staring 
ahead of me, that hollow, groaning 
pain of hunger returning. I don’t 
allow myself to think, or feel, or 
move. It’s easier that way. I close 
my eyes, shut out the eerie silence, 
steel myself against the cool night.

I wait for the dream, and sure 
enough when I sink into a heavy, 
pleasant blackness, there it is, 
welcoming me again. The water, 
the sand, the sky, it’s all there, and I 
know that now I am safe and warm 
and no one or nothing can get me 
anymore.

Catherine McLaughlin
Y13
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SPORTS NEWS

LORETO CLAIM CASEMENT SHIELD

the lead with 2-3.

Edmund Rice hit back with a 
second goal from McCafferty 
and a McGivern point, but Kieran 
Kelly and Niall Kealey broke 
the McKeague monopoly on 
Loreto scores with points each, 
to which McGivern replied and, 
with 5 minutes to go, only a point 
separated the teams.

But Loreto twice broke quickly from 
defence and McKeague fired over 2 
points to bring his personal tally to 
2-9 and secure the title for his side.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to the 
Casement Shield winning team 
and the team coach, Mr Callum 
Boyle, for their determination and 
enthusiasm throughout the season 

Loreto College Coleraine won their 
first BT Casement Shield when they 
came from behind at the break to 
defeat Edmund Rice College 2-11 
to 3-5 on Wednesday 7th March 
2012.

And they have the accuracy of 
Nicky McKeague to thank for their 
victory. The Dunloy forward fired 
home all but 2 points of their total 
and caused the Edmund Rice 
defence serious problems for the 
full hour.

Edmund Rice had the strong wind 
behind them and led by 2-3 to 0-4 
at half-time thanks to goals from 
Eddie Begley and Ronan McCafferty 
and 3 frees from Micheal McGivern.  
Nicky McKeague had accounted 
for Loreto’s 4 points and during the 
third quarter he put his team into 

and for a superb performance in 
challenging weather conditions on 
the day of the final.

Loreto scorers: Nicky McKeague 
2-9, Niall Kealy 0-1, Kieran Kelly 
0-1.

Edmund Rice: Ronan McCafferty 
2-0, Eddie Begley 1-0, Micheal 
McGivern 0-5.

Loreto team: C. Owens, P. 
Roantree, S. Frizelle, K. Kelly, N. 
Kealy, E. McKillop, R. Mooney, 
O. Rafferty, S. McAlone, L. 
McGoldrick, N. McKeague, J. 
McLister, B. McKillop.

Sub: F Kelly for E McKillop (40)

These reports on the final and the 
semi-final give some indication of 
the team’s determination this term: 

SENIOR HURLING 2011-2012
Casement Shield Final

Wednesday 7 March 2012

Loreto College, Coleraine, 2-11   
V   

Edmund Rice College, Belfast, 
3-05

In March the Senior Hurling team 
won its first Casement Shield title 
against Edmund Rice College, 
Belfast. Both teams contributed 
to a hard fought and exciting final. 
Edmund Rice took advantage of 
a strong wind behind them when 
they led at half-time by 5 points (2-3 
to 0-4). Loreto started the second 
half very strongly, winning many 
aerial balls in the middle third of the 
field. Loreto’s star forward, Nicky 
McKeague, scored 2 goals and 3 
points to overhaul his team’s half-
time deficit. Edmund Rice came 
back soon after, scoring a goal and 
point in quick succession to leave a 
goal between the teams. There was 
a lot of possession enjoyed by both 
teams during the first 15 minutes 
of the second half; the excellent, 
Kieran Kelly, playing at right half 
back for Loreto, broke forward 
to score an uplifting point. Loreto 
gathered more momentum again 
for the closing 10 minutes. Niall 
Kealy converted a 65 metre free to 
give Loreto a 2 point lead. Edmund 
Rice battled hard and sent a 21 
metre free over the bar to leave a 
puck of the ball between the teams. 
However, in the final 5 minutes, 
the Loreto boys quickly converted 
defence into attack, putting 
pressure on their opponents. With 
an overall personal tally of 2-9, 
Nicky McKeague rounded off a 
brilliant display of sharp shooting 
when he scored another 2 fine 
points to secure a 3 point victory for 
Loreto at the final whistle. 

The lads can be very proud of their 
victory and they deserve great credit 
for their skill and determination to 
win. Our goalkeeper, Conor Owens, 
a Year 11 making his debut in goals 
for the seniors this season, gave 
a solid performance between the 
posts. His lengthy puck outs helped 

to set up many attacks. The tough 
tackling, Sean Frizelle, was a rock 
at full back and his excellent fielding 
always provided assurance for his 
team mates. Paul Roantree and 
Eoin McKillop were always alert to 
the dangers which Edmund Rice 
had in attack. Kieran Kelly gave a 
stylish and commanding display of 
hurling throughout the game and he 
wasn’t far behind Nicky McKeague 
for Man of the Match plaudits. Niall 
Kealy provided leadership in his role 
as team captain, playing at centre-
half back. He was composed on 
the ball and his clearances relieved 
pressure coming at the defence. 
Alternating between midfield and 
the forward line, Odhran Rafferty, 
brought great energy to the team as 
he was always on the move, looking 
to break up play and pass the ball 
to his team mates. 

Ruairi Mooney covered an 
enormous amount of ground in 
the middle of the park. His ability 
to tackle hard and his ‘never say 
die’ attitude gave the team a much 
needed defensive stability at key 
moments. As ever, the speedy and 
nimble Sean McAlone was prepared 
to take on his opponent at all times 
which helped to open up space 
for the other forwards. Centre half 
forward Liam McGoldrick was 
terrific in the first half. His reading 
of the game was excellent as he 
was able to drop deep in front of 
the backs, giving them protection 
when they were under pressure 
against the breeze. Liam’s intelligent 
use of the ball also helped create 
many opportunities for the wing 
forwards. Man of the match, Nicky 
McKeague, was always consistent 
from placed balls. He looked 
dangerous any time he picked up 
the ball and ran at the Edmund 
Rice defence. His natural ability as 
a marksman shone throughout the 
match as he scored points from 
all angles and quickly capitalized 
on two goal scoring opportunities. 
John McLister showed his 
credentials as a very skilful and 
versatile player when he played at 
full forward, right half forward and 
midfield at crucial stages of the 
match. John delivered a dangerous 

high ball towards the edge of the 
square for Nicky McKeague to 
score his second goal. Brendan 
McKillop worked tirelessly in the 
full forward line, not allowing the 
Edmund Rice backs to clear easily. 
Brendan’s distribution of the ball 
was also clever and he had hard 
luck for a goal in the first half. 
Unlucky not to make the starting 
line-up was Fergus Kelly who 
replaced Eoin McKillop for the final 
15 minutes in defence. As always, 
Fergus added extra steel at the 
back to help the team close out the 
victory and capture the Casement 
Shield.

The senior team played 5 games 
this year, including the Casement 
Shield Final. In the Casement Cup 
there was a convincing win against 
Colaiste Feirste of Belfast. Despite 
heavy defeats to St. Patrick’s 
Armagh and Casement Cup 
finalists, St. Patrick’s of Dungannon, 
the team grew in stature with many 
positives to take from those games. 
The semi-final win against Newry’s 
St. Colman’s to reach the final of the 
Casement Shield was perhaps the 
toughest part of the team’s journey 
this year as the game was played 
in adverse conditions three weeks 
before Christmas!

A good squad of players always 
helps to make a successful team. 
Ciaran Tosh, Callum Bradley, 
Thomas McCloskey, Tomas 
McCloskey and Aidan Carlin all 
played their part this year.

Well done, lads!

Loreto scorers: Nicky McKeague 
2-9, Niall Kealy 0-1, Kieran Kelly 
0-1.
Loreto team (13 a-side): Conor 
Owens, Paul Roantree, Sean 
Frizelle, Kieran Kelly, Niall Kealy, 
Eoin McKillop (subbed for Fergus 
Kelly on 40 minutes), Ruairi Mooney, 
Odhran Rafferty, Shaun McAlone, 
Liam McGoldrick, Nicky McKeague, 
John McLister, Brendan McKillop.
Subs not used: Tomas McCloskey, 
Thomas McCloskey, Ciaran Tosh, 
Callum Bradley. 

Mr Callum Boyle
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Wednesday 23rd November 2011

Senior Hurling. 
Casement Shield semi-final:

Loreto College, Coleraine 3-04
St. Colman’s College, Newry 
1-08

Due to injuries sustained by two of 
the squad members leading up to 
the semi-final, this was a 13 a-side 
game played during very wet, windy 
and slippery conditions at the Mid-
Ulster Arena in Cookstown.  In the 
first half our boys played against a 
very strong breeze, making it difficult 
to convert defence into attack. 
However, despite facing great 
pressure from the St. Colman’s 
forward line, Loreto’s defence 
remained resilient and determined, 
with some fine clearances and 
blocks, especially from Sean Frizelle 
and Paul Roantree in the full-back 
line. Conor Owens, from Year 11 
and in his debut season, pulled 
off three point blank saves in goal. 
Thanks to an accurately taken 
long range free by centre-half back 
and team captain, Niall Kealey, 

and a powerfully struck free-in by 
our All-Star trialist forward, Nicky 
McKeague, which  went straight 
to the back of the net, we trailed 
St.Coman’s by 5 points at half-time. 

For the second half the team was 
pretty confident that it could make 
a good comeback, especially when 
there was going to be a slight wind 
advantage. Nicky McKeague, now 
playing in the full-forward line for 
the second half, scored another 
goal from an acute angle after only 
3 minutes of play. This lifted the 
spirits of the team and there was a 
10 minute period where there were 
some fierce battles for possession 
of the sliothar by both teams. Mid-
way through the second half, Niall 
Kealey converted another long 
range free to close the margin to 
a single point. Then, after some 
fine team play, the ball was quickly 
switched across the field to centre-
half forward, Liam McGoldrick. Liam 
skilfully took the ball under control 
and passed his marker with a swift 
side-step. He went on a fine solo-
run towards goal and unleashed a 
deadly shot sending the ball to the 
left corner of the net. Loreto went 

on to lead by two points going into 
the final 10 minutes. There were a 
few nervy moments as St.Colman’s 
refused to give up and managed to 
scrape another two points to level 
the scores, despite being under 
intense pressure from Loreto’s mid-
field of John McLister and Ruairi 
Mooney, and half-back line of Kieran 
Kelly, Niall Kealey and Fergus Kelly. 

With only a few minutes remaining, 
Nicky McKeague scored another 
fine point from play and Niall Kealey 
sent another 65 metre free over 
the black spot to secure a well-
deserved and hard fought place in 
the final which will be played against 
Edmund Rice College, Belfast. 

This team shows a lot of promise, 
and special praise must go to 
Fergus Kelly, Eoin and Brendan 
McKillop, Ciaran Tosh and Conor 
Owens who are in Years 11 and 12, 
but proved they can ‘hold their own’ 
at senior level. Well done to all the 
boys, and we wish them the best of 
luck in the final.

Mr C Boyle and 
Mrs S McGoldrick

Loreto College Coleraine lifted 
the Ulster Colleges’ Mallon Cup 
for gaelic football on Tuesday 12th 
June, following a tightly-contested 
final against Edmund Rice College 
Glengormley.

LORETO STORM TO MALLON CUP TITLE

The Loreto College side, made of 
up Year 9 and a small number of 
Year 8 boys, emerged victorious 
with a final scoreline of Loreto 
Coleraine 3-18 Edmund Rice 
College Glengormley 1-10. 

While Lee McGreevey and Pearse 
McFaul worked hard for Edmund 
Rice in defence, Liam Tosh, Loreto’s 
centre forward, created huge 
problems for them and he was 
involved in many of their scores 
as well as shooting a modest 1-1 
himself. Stiofan Tracey’s penetrating 
runs from midfield were also 
difficult to deal with, while Matthew 
Connolly was very sharp with any 
opening he got. Edmund Rice 
couldn’t get into the game in the 

opening half and trailed by 0-9 to 
0-2 at the break, most of Loreto’s 
total coming from Tracey and 
Connolly.

The Glengormley men however 
came out of their shell more in 
the second half with Micheal 
McGreevey pushing forward and 
scores from Dylan Whiteway and 
Pearse McVarnock closed the gap 
slightly. However, Loreto managed 
to shoot three goals – from Tosh, 
Tracey and full-forward Mark 
Cassidy – and these scores did 
much to secure their first title in 
quite some time. Cillian Gilmour 
struck a fine consolation goal for 
Edmund Rice close to the finish.

The Loreto College team were 
captained by Shane McIntyre (Year 
9) and coached by teacher Mr Seán 
Murtagh.  The team members were:  
Daniel Walton, James McKeown, 
Aidan Boyle, Liam Ferris, Eamon 
McLaughlin, Aidan McGonigle, 
Fearghal Close, Stiofan Tracey 1-6, 
Conor Gillen 0-2, Fergal Dillon 0-2, 
Liam Tosh 1-1, Shane McIntyre 
(Capt) 0-2, Matthew Connolly 0-4, 
Mark Cassidy 1-0, Eoin Canning 0-1.

The boys and Mr Murtagh were 
congratulated by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College, 
on a fine campaign throughout 
the year and on a wonderful 

performance in the Final, on behalf of all the staff and students of the College.  With such talent and an Ulster title at 
such a young age, this success bodes well for the years ahead in gaelic games at Loreto College.

Mallon Cup Winners 2012
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Year 8 
The Year 8 Hurlers participated 
in an indoor blitz at the Dunloy, 
Cuchullains Academy in February. 
The team competed very well in this 
event, recording handsome wins 
against St. Patrick’s, Ballymena, 
and Colaiste Feirste, Belfast. The 
most notable and pleasing wins 

HURLING 2011-2012

were against 
the reserve 
teams of Cross 
and Passion, 
Ballycastle and 
St.Killian’s - 
two schools 
renowned for 
their hurling 
success in 
Ulster. 

Years 8 
and 9
In September 
a squad of 20 
hurlers attended 
the Ulster 
Colleges ‘B’ 

Hurling blitz at the Mid-Ulster Arena, 
Cookstown. The team played 4 
matches, winning 2 against the 
seconds of St.Louis, Ballymena 
and Dungiven. Despite some very 
determined play, there were losses 
against very strong opposition in 
Buncrana and St. Louis I. 

Years 9 and 10 
The hurlers of Year 9 and Year 
10 reached the semi-final of the 
‘B’ Ulster Colleges BT McFarland 
Cup in May. A victory against St. 
Patrick’s, Dungannon and a draw 
against St. Malachy’s, Belfast, in the 
group stage, secured a pathway to 
the quarter-final where the boys met 
a physically strong Buncrana side. 
Against Buncrana, the boys played 
a direct, fast brand of hurling. They 
came from 6 points behind in the 
closing 15 minutes to win by a 
goal. Unfortunately, our run in this 
year’s McFarland Cup came to an 
end against a fine Our Lady and St. 
Patrick’s Knock team of Belfast who 
went on to win the competition. 
This group of players can be very 
proud of the skill, determination and 
enthusiasm they showed.

Well done to all the boys who 
played hurling this year.

Mr C. Boyle

LORETO VALIANT RUNNERS-UP IN ENNIS CUP DECIDER

The Year 9/10 Gaelic Football team 
from Loreto College Coleraine 
finished as runners-up in the Ulster 
Colleges BT Ennis Cup, following 
a tightly-contested final played on 
Friday 2nd March.  

In a North Coast derby played in 
Dunloy, the Loreto side faced a 
strong team from Cross & Passion 
College, Ballycastle.  The Loreto 
team, coached by teachers Mr Kevin 
Conroy and Mr Peter Loughran, 
started well, with an 8 point lead 
going into the second half, following 
two goals scored by John Mullan 
and a point from Liam Tosh.  Shane 
McIntyre put Loreto ahead with a 
point early in the second half, but 
by this time the Coleraine side was 
coming under sustained pressure 
from Ballycastle.  The game went 
into extra time, during which a 
further Loreto point was scored by 
Stiofan Tracey.  However unluckily 
for the courageous, spirited and 
determined Loreto side, Cross & 
Passion’s Diarmaid McShane scored 
once again in the dying moments 
of the second period of extra time, 
giving the Ballycastle side a two-
point victory and its first football title.

Team coaches Mr Peter Loughran 
and Mr Kevin Conroy paid tribute 

to their team-members, who had 
worked hard through a busy season 
of training and fixtures to reach the 
final, and had acquitted themselves 
so impressively on the day.  Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, commented that, though 
it had been heart-breaking for the 
team to lose by so narrow a margin 
in the very final minutes before 
the end of the game, they had 
nonetheless completed a wonderful 
campaign in the competition, making 
their entire school community and 
families extremely proud.

The team-members for Loreto 
College were: Daniel Walton, Shea 
McLaughlin, Conor Boyle, Connor 
Rafferty, Shea Doherty, James 

Gillen, Stiofan Treacy 0-1, Shea 
Eastwood, John Mullan 2-0, Liam 
Tosh 0-1, Gareth Doherty, Conor 
Gillen, Jack O’Doherty, Thomas 
Magee, Shane McIntyre 0-2.
On the way to the final, the lads 
beat St. Joseph’s Donaghmore 
4:8 to 2:1 in their opening game 
and followed this victory with a 
hard fought win at the expense of 
Aquinas on a score line of 3:6 to 
1:6. Their final game in the group 
stages was against neighbours, 
North Coast Integrated, where an 
almost completely reshuffled team 
ran out convincing winners scoring 
3:14 to 3:1, thus showing the depth 
of the squad as a whole.

 Mr Kevin Conroy & 
Mr Peter Loughran
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The Senior Camogie team, coached 
by Bean Ui Mhainain, finished as 
runners-up in the Ulster Senior Final 
against St Patrick’s HS, Keady, on 
29th November.  

Bean Ui Mhainain reports: ‘As you 
can appreciate, the conditions 
underfoot and weather wise were 
far from desirable and the girls went 
in at half time 1-04 to 0-3 points 
down. A much fancied Keady team, 
quoted as being absolutely ‘deadly,’ 
was kept at bay by one hearty 
tackle after another. The second half 
saw the fitter of the two sides pull 
away to finish the game on a 3-06 
to 0-4 scoreline with second half 
goals scored in quick succession 
near the end of the game, putting 
too much between the sides for 
Loreto to make up the ground. 

‘Goalkeeper Brónagh McKinney 
was superb pulling off save after 
save, denying Keady the goals 
that would have befitted their 
form coming into this game. 
Our captain, marvellous Maria 
Mooney, was outstanding as only 
a double All Star could be, with 

SENIOR CAMOGIE SUCCESS

interceptions made at the most vital 
of times.  Her never-say-die attitude 
underpinned the attitude of the 
whole team especially a backline 
which ‘harangued and harried’ 
right to the final whistle with Clare 
Tracey and Eilís McNamee leading 
the charge. Clodagh Connolly, 
Rosanna McAleese and Megan 
Kerr alternated positions with each 
other throughout the match as they 
thwarted the waves of the Keady 
attack with much success. Their 
turn-over of ball was instrumental in 
Keady failing to register significant 
scores as they had done against 
other opponents in the league. 
The forward line played as major 
a part in our defensive play as 
our defenders, refusing to allow a 
competent Keady backline easy 
access out and down the field. 

‘Despite their best efforts, the 
scores did not come and, alas, 
the opportunity to reach another 
Ulster Senior final came to an 
end. The spirit of this team was 
no more in evidence than when a 
recent recruit to the senior ranks, 
Catherine McNicholl, responded 

to being put on in a position alien 
to her: ‘Whatever you need me to 
do Miss, I’ll do my best.’ And so it 
was at the final whistle: the Loreto 
camógs had given it their all and 
we could have asked no more from 
them. As Maria Mooney, Therese 
Rafferty, Carla Brogan and Eimear 
O’Kane finish their Loreto camogie 
careers, they can be confident that 
they have taught the ‘young ones’ 
the important things about being a 
team. Maith sibh a chailíní agus ádh 
mór oraibh.’

The team members were: Brónagh 
McKinney, Danielle Ferris, Maria 
Mooney, Therese Corrigan, Jessica 
Hickinson, Eilís McNamee, Clare 
Tracey, Megan Kerr, Rosanna 
McAleese, Terese Rafferty, Cristin 
O’Kane, Nicole O Neill, Carla 
Brogan, Clodagh Connolly, Kirstin 
Ingram.
 
Substitutions: 
Catherine McNicholl for Kirstin 
Ingram
Eimear O’Kane for Carla Brogan

Bean Uí Mháináin

Junior Camogie was very well 
attended in the second and third 
terms.

The Year 9/10 girls defeated Sacred 
Heart Newry and progressed 
to the quarter-finals of their 
competition, where they met St 
Pius’ HS Magherafelt.  This was 
a very competitive game in which 
Shannon McWilliams and Una 
Mellon excelled in defence.  At 
midfield, Orla Rafferty and Colleen 
Burke worked tirelessly while up 
front Shauna Doherty scored 1:2 
and Mollie Maguire stood out.  
Unfortunately, St Pius’ proved too 
strong for us on the day.

The annual Year 9-10 Blitz at St 
Patrick’s College Maghera was 
a great success and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all.  We entered two 
teams.  The winners of the coveted 
pink jerseys were Una Mellon and 
Shannon McWilliams.  Every girl 
participating got a pink sliothair - at 
least the boys won’t be lifting these!

CAMOGIE NEWS - JUNE 2012

Our year 8 Camógs travelled to 
Cookstown, where they had a 
thrilling game with St Patrick’s 
Keady. Despite being behind by two 
goals at half time, the girls played 
really well in the second half to get a 
draw.  We then played St Mark’s HS 
Warrenpoint and won comfortably, 
before losing our final game to 
a very strong (and physically 
bigger) team from St Mary’s GS 
Magherafelt.  At the back, Naomi 
O’Hale and Sarah Dillon were 
outstanding.  The ‘birthday girl’ 
Emma McLaughlin was also very 
impressive.  Midfielders Michaela 
Ingram, Aoife Kelly and Mary Mullin 
played very well, while up front 
Sarah Moore, Roisin McMorrow, 
Aimee Ingram and Niamh Boorman 
kept the scores coming.
There were some notable 
successes too for some of our 
senior Camógs.

Maria Mooney and Megan Kerr 
were awarded Ulster Colleges All 

Stars; this is the third All Star award 
for Maria, a great achievement.

Maria and Megan play for local 
club Eoghan Rua.  In February 
2012 Eoghan Rua won a second 
All Ireland Intermediate Club 
Championship in Croke Park.  
Joining them on the Eoghan Rua 
team were Eilish McNamee (Y12), 
Rosanna McAleese (Y12) and 
Clare Tracey (Y13).  Well done to 
them!  Megan, Claire, Eilish and 
Rosanna were also on the Derry 
Minor Camogie team which won the 
All Ireland B Championship in April 
2012.

Good luck to all our young camógs 
who are participating in the Féile 
finals at the end of June.  Enjoy 
your sporting summer!  Thanks 
to all the girls for their enthusiasm 
and attendance at the after-
school sessions on Mondays and 
Tuesdays.

Mrs S McGoldrick

The Senior Gaelic team, coached 
by Mr Bob Murphy, qualified for 
the quarter-finals of the Ulster 
Colleges Nolan Cup competition.

Mr Murphy reported: ‘We played 
four games in the group stages 
of the competition, won two and 
lost two.  We lost by three points 
to Lumen Christi, 1-12 to 4-6.  In 
our next game we beat Glen Road 

SENIOR GAELIC TEAM – NOLAN CUP

CBS 3-10 to 1-4.  Our third match 
was also a victory against Edmund 
Rice College 1-11 to 0-6.  The final 
group match was a loss against 
Colaiste Feirste 0-6 to 1-10. This 
meant that we did qualify for the 
quarter final of the competition in 
February, but had to wait until after 
Christmas to see who we would 
play.’

Mr Murphy continued, in a sombre 
tone…
‘We only had one game in February.  
It was the quarter final game against 
St. Joseph’s Donaghmore which 
we lost by a single point, 2-13 to 
2-12.  We were the better team 
throughout the game but too many 
wides in the second half cost us the 
match.  Another case of what might 
have been.’
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Two students from Loreto College Coleraine 
have been granted Ulster Colleges 
All Star awards for Camogie. 
 
Maria Mooney (Year 14) and 
Megan Kerr (Year 13) received 
this honour after a testing 
series of trials over several 
months.   Both Megan and 
Maria have a distinguished 
history of representing Loreto 
in camogie as well as other 
sports throughout their years 
at the College, in addition to 
playing a leading part in local 
team, Eoghan Rua – 2011 winners 
of the All Ireland Intermediate Club 
final in Croke Park.  

CAMOGIE ALL-STAR AWARDS 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

In the case of Maria Mooney, it is also 
remarkable that this is the third 

consecutive year that Maria has 
won an Ulster Colleges All Star 
award: two years ago, she was 
among the youngest students 

province-wide to be afforded 
this honour, and in 2011 she 
captained the Ulster All Stars 
side.

Megan and Maria, along with 
Gaelic Games co-ordinator 

and camogie coach Mrs Schira 
McGoldrick, and camogie 
coach Bean Ui Mháináin, were 

congratulated on this tremendous 
achievement by College Principal Mr 

Michael James.

The Year 8 Soccer team won the 
Coleraine & District League on 
Tuesday 29th November, beating 
Dalriada School 3-1 in the final, 
which was played at the Joey 

SOCCER TITLE FOR YEAR 8 BOYS

Dunlop Centre, Ballymoney.

Goal-scorers on the day were Kevin 
O’Kane (2) and Eoin McGuigan (1).  

Team coach Mr Paul Byrne paid 
tribute to the talent, dedication and 
enthusiasm of the team on a superb 
title-winning victory.

Year 13/14 Soccer Team

The Year 9 Soccer team from 
Loreto College Coleraine has lifted 
the Coleraine & District League title 
for 2011-12 following a tremendous 
season of competitive fixtures.

On the way to the final, the boys 
recorded a 4-2 victory against Cross 
and Passion College Ballycastle 
(away), a 1-1 draw against Limavady 
High School (home), and a 5-1 
victory against Cookstown High 
School.  In the final, played on 
Monday 2nd April, the boys defeated 
Limavady High School at the Joey 
Dunlop Centre, Ballymoney. 

Top scorers in the season were 
Conor Gillen, Liam Tosh, Fergal 
Dillon and Daniel O’Kane.  The 
members of the victorious team 
were: Harry Butcher, Eoin Canning, 
Mark Cassidy, Alex Christie, Fergal 
Dillon, Joel Dinsmore, Conor Gillen, 
Oran Hartin, Jamie Howard, Ryan 
Kealey, Shane McIntyre,  Shea 
McTaggart, John Joe O’Neill, Daniel 
O’Kane, Sean Quinn and Liam Tosh. 

LEAGUE TITLE FOR LORETO SOCCER TEAM

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
the members of this outstanding 
team on a brilliant season and well-
deserved league title, and to their 
coach Mr Paul Byrne.  This was 

a doubly exciting success for the 
boys because, as a Year 8 team, 
they lifted the 2010-11 Year 8 
Coleraine & District League title too.  
Success is clearly in this team’s 
game plan!

The Senior, Intermediate and Junior 
Netball teams from Loreto College 
Coleraine enjoyed an extremely 
successful tour to Belfast and 
Antrim from 8th-10th March 2012.

Accompanied by teachers Mrs 
Maureen McCullough and Ms Julie 
Wilson, the teams contested five 
matches and also spent a day 
at the Antrim Forum, at the U21 
Netball European Championships.

The Senior team, comprising 
Year 13 students Clare Tracey, 
Megan Kerr, Anna Moloney, Cristin 
O’Kane, Aileen McAllister, Megan 
McWilliams, Laura McIntyre, 
Justyna Pajak and Shawnee 
Black, played three matches.  The 
girls defeated Dominican College 
Fortwilliam 29-13, defeated Queen’s 

SUCCESSFUL TOUR FOR LORETO NETBALL TEAMS

University 30-25, and defeated 
Grosvenor Grammar School 19-
16 - a clean sweep of victories for a 
talented team!

The Junior team, comprising Year 10 
students Shannon McWilliams, Aine 
McNamee, Caite Skelly, Amy Doherty, 
Nicole Cosgrove, Shannon Donaghy, 
Rachel McIntyre, Ellen Tracey, Anna 
McAllister, Rhiannon Bell, Niamh 
Wallace and Carla McErlean, played 
two matches, defeating Antrim 
Grammar 16-6 and losing narrowly, 
17-14, to Methodist College Belfast.

On Saturday 10th March, both 
Seniors and Juniors along with 
the members of the Intermediate 
team, Year 11 and Year 12 students 
Bronagh McKinney, Nicole O’Neill, 
Rosanna McAleese, Eilis McNamee, 

Ciara Dinsmore, Katie McCullough 
and Victoria Bell, acted as ball girls 
for two matches in the European 
U21 Championships at the Antrim 
Forum: the girls were on court for 
the Wales v. Northern Ireland and 
Scotland v. England fixtures.

During the tour, the team-members 
also enjoyed some retail therapy in 
Belfast and some team-building.  
Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE, and Ms Julie Wilson, PE Teacher, 
commented that the tour had been 
a tremendous success, with great 
results being recorded following 
brilliant play by all the Loreto teams.  
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated the 
team members and their coaches on 
a superb weekend’s competition and 
team-building.
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Senior Netball Team Intermediate Netball Team

The Senior and Intermediate 
Netball Teams from Loreto College 
Coleraine have each finished in 
runner-up position in their respective 
sections of this year’s Coleraine and 
District League. 

Both teams played a full programme 
of competitive fixtures in the course 
of the year, meeting teams such 
as Ballyclare High School, Cross 
and Passion College Ballycastle, 
Limavady Grammar, Dalriada 
School and Dominican College 
Portstewart.  Playing as a combined 
group, the members of the two 
teams also took part in an extremely 

MEDALS AWARDED TO 
LORETO COLLEGE NETBALL TEAMS

successful tour to Belfast before 
Easter, recording victories against 
Dominican College Belfast, Queen’s 
University Belfast and Grosvenor 
Grammar School Belfast during a 
busy weekend of fixtures.

The Senior team, captained by 
Cristin O’Kane, comprised: Orlagh 
McNicholl, Shannon Mullan, Ursula 
Dallat (all Year 14), Clare Tracey, 
Megan Kerr, Anna Moloney, Cristin 
O’Kane, Aileen McAllister, Megan 
McWilliams, Laura McIntyre, 
Justyna Pajak, Michaela McErlean 
and Shawnee Black (all Year 13).  
Meanwhile the Intermediate team 

was made up of Year 11 and Year 
12 students: Bronagh McKinney, 
Rosanna McAleese, Eilis McNamee, 
Nicole O’Neill (all Year 12), Ciara 
Dinsmore, Katie McCullough, 
Victoria Bell, Catherine McNicholl 
and Maria McLaughlin (all Year 11). 
The team-members were presented 
with their runners-up medals after 
the final fixture of the season. 
 
The members of both Netball 
teams, and their coach Ms Julie 
Wilson, were congratulated on 
these excellent achievements by Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, on behalf of all the staff 
and students of the school.

Year 10 Netball TeamYear 11/12 Netball Team
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Congratulations to Year 9 students Aoife Boorman, 
Darcy Kelly and Caitlin McFall, who were selected to 
represent the Causeway Coast as part of the NEELB 
in Netball.

They trained as part of the Regional Development 
Academy on Wednesday evenings at Loreto College 
along with 20 other girls, and then played as part of 

NETBALL NEWS

the squad which came third in the Northern Ireland 
Area Championships, held at the Valley Leisure Centre 
Newtownabbey on Saturday 12th May.

The team was coached by Brenda Boyle from 
Causeway Netball Club, among others; other local 
schools were also represented.

A netball team from the Out of 
Africa Mission spent a day with 
the students of Loreto College 
Coleraine on Wednesday 5th 
October, culminating in a lively 
match against Loreto’s Senior 
Netball team.

Funds for the team’s visit had been 
raised by Loreto College students 
on the annual Sports Day in June 
2011 as well as through special 
‘non-uniform’ Physical Education 
lessons during September.  The 
team-members spent a day 
experiencing life at Loreto College, 
going to classes with their partner 
students, before taking them on in 
a netball match as the school day 
drew to a close.  During the course 
of the day, the South African visitors 
sang their National Anthem at the 
College’s Senior Assembly, and 
presented all the girls with whom 
they were partnered with a South 
African flag pin.

When the netball match took 
place, the visitors defeated their 

Out of Africa Mission Netball Team visit 
Loreto College Coleraine

new friends by a spirited margin 
of 22-16.  Their Loreto College 
counterparts thoroughly enjoyed 
spending a day with the visiting 
team and were impressed and 
inspired by their athleticism in their 
afternoon fixture.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE at Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the Out of Africa Missions team and 
their leaders, as well as thanking the 

members of the Loreto Netball team 
for their enthusiastic participation in 
the day’s activities.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented that 
the school, as part of a worldwide 
Loreto educational network, was 
defined by an outward-looking 
attitude of international diversity, 
and that it had been both pleasure 
and privilege to welcome the South 
African team to the College.

YEAR 8 CROSS COUNTRY RACE AT LORETO COLLEGE

The seventeenth annual Mary 
McCabe Trophy race, involving 
all Year 8 students, took place 
at Loreto College Coleraine 
on Wednesday 20th January 2012.  
This event was held first in 1996, 
following the presentation of the 
trophy by Dr. McCabe, in memory 
of his wife Mary. The McCabe family 
had three daughters, Geraldine, 
Jemma and Anne –Marie, who 
attended Loreto in the 1970s.  All 
three girls were keen and successful 
athletes and the parents often came 
to races and were very supportive 
of the girls. The silver cup was for 
Minor Girls’ cross country and has 
been competed for each year. There 
is also a boys’ shield and each year, 
Year 8 boys and girls compete for 
these two trophies. 
 
The event saw Year 8s completing 
a taxing run just short of 2000m 
through the College campus, and 
this year’s winners were Abigail 
McBroom and Eamon McLaughlin.  
Mr Paul Cunning, co-ordinator of 
Cross Country running at Loreto, 
joined College Principal Mr Michael 
James in offering congratulations 
to all those who took part, and 
commiserations to those who could 
not do so, or who dropped out 
due to injury.  Mr Cunning added a 
word of special thanks to Head of 
PE Mrs Maureen McCullough and 
PE teachers Mr Paul Byrne and 
Ms Julie Wilson, and to the senior 
students who acted as marshalls.  

Mr Cunning added that a number 
of previous winners of this event 
had gone on to sporting success in 
athletics, hurling, gaelic football and 
camogie at national and international 
level, and that many of the medallists 
could have a bright sporting future 
ahead.   Many of these promising 
young athletes were selected to 
represent Loreto at the Cross 
Country District Championships 
at the University of Ulster, along 
with some talented athletes from 
throughout the school.  The students 
were congratulated on their success 
to date and wished well for the 

challenges ahead by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College. 
 
Medals were presented as follows: 
 
Girls    
 1 Abigail McBroom 
 2 Molly Brennan  
 3 Victoria Tsang  
 4 Eva McGrath-Olivan 
 5 Shakeera Nazeer 
 6 Anna Morrison  
 7 Emma McLaughlin 
 8 Niamh Doherty  
 9 Niamh Boorman  
 10 Nicole Williams  
 11 Shannon O’Kane 
 12 Alicja Cichy  
 13 Sarah Dillon  
 14 Aoife Kealey  
 15 Elizabeth White   
 
Boys
 1 Eamon McLaughlin
 2 Glen O’Donovan
 3 Dominic Bradley
 4 Sean McKeever
 5 Adam Kerr
 6 Adam McGonigle
 7 Krzysztof Silakowski
 8 Daniel Walton
 9 Oran Kneeland
 10 Lorcan Toner
 11 Kai Smith
 12 Joseph Mulholland
 13 Eoin McGuigan
 14 Fearghal Close
 15 Matthew Connolly
 
The two individual winners, Abigail 
McBroom and Eamon McLaughlin, 
had their names added to the 
trophies to join an illustrious list of 
Loreto athletes: 

Girls
 1996 Grainne McGoldrick 
 1997 Judith Kelly 
 1998 Gemma McCullough 
 1999 Elizabeth McWilliams 
 2000 Zakiyya Devaney 
 2001 Orlagh Daly 
 2002 Claire Doherty 
 2003 Louise Bogues 
 2004 Ciara Cunning 
 2005 Katy Lemon 
 2006 Anna Breslin 
 2007 Maeve Lofthouse 
 2008 Nicole O’Neill 
 2009 Theresa McIlwaine 
 2010 Orla Rafferty 
 2011 Aoife Carr

Boys 
 1996 Sean O’Connell 
 1997 Eamonn Morgan 
 1998 Ryan Mullan 
 1999 Sean Paul Henry 
 2000 Sean Leo McGoldrick 
 2001 Stephen Friel 
 2002 David McCulloch 
 2003 Fergal McCloskey 
 2004 Steven Dooley 
 2005 Dermot Morrow 
 2006 Daniel McAleese 
 2007 John McLister 
 2008 Edward Lane 
 2009 Calvin Heavern 
 2010 Oran Barton 
 2011 Shane McIntyre 
 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated all the 
Year 8 students on their enthusiastic 
participation in the event, and paid 
tribute to Mr Paul Cunning and his 
team of Year 14 marshals who had 
organised the race.

Visiting teams from Godolphin and Latymer School, 
London, played against our Netball teams in 

September 2011
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SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE AT ULSTER 
CROSS COUNTRY FINALS

Athletes from Loreto College 
Coleraine recorded great success at 
the Ulster Schools’ Cross Country 
Finals, held at the Belfast playing 
fields, Mallusk, on 22nd February. Six 
Loreto College athletes had qualified 
for the event on an individual basis, 
as well as the Minor Boys’ team 
(Year 8 students) qualifying for the 
team event.

In the Year 8 Girls’ event, Abigail 
McBroom (Year 8) finished in 
fourth place, in a time of 7 mins 21 
seconds over a 1700m course.  In 
a field of 123 runners, fellow Loreto 
College runner Mollie Brennan was 
placed 21st.  The Year 8 Boys’ team 
finished in sixth place out of 15 
teams over a 1700m course, leaving 

opposition from schools such as 
Friends’ School Lisburn, Ballymena 
Academy, Coleraine Academical 
Institution and Killicomaine JHS in 
their wake.  In a field of 153 runners, 
Loreto team members Fearghal 
Close finished in 12th place in a time 
of 6.52, Oisin Brennan was 32nd in 
7.27, Dominic Bradley was 47th, 
Eamon McLaughlin was 50th, Adam 
Kerr was 64th, Sean McKeever was 
88th, Krzysztof Silakowski was 92nd 
and Glen O’Donovan was 102nd.   
Meanwhile in the Minor Girls’ race, 
Aoife Carr (Year 9) had a great run, 
finishing 18th out of 127 starters, 
recording a time of 11.02 minutes 
over a 2000 metre course.  In the 
Year 9 Boys’ face, Daniel O’Kane 
finished 55th out of 158 starters over 

a 2300 metre course.  In the Senior 
Girls’ race, Natalie Costello (Year 
14) had a great run, finishing in 23rd 
place in a field of 65, with a time of 
12:05 over 2300 metres.  Finally, in 
the Senior Boys’ race, Darryl Wills 
(Year 14) had a really gutsy run, 
gaining 45th place out of a field of 83 
runners over a 6200 metre course.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
the athletes who had represented 
the school with such distinction 
in this prestigious event, and 
congratulated cross country coach 
Mr Paul Cunning, who had assisted 
the team members with training and 
motivation throughout the months 
leading up to the fixture.
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Three cheerleading dance teams 
from Loreto College Coleraine, have 
taken top awards again this year 
at the Northern Ireland Schools’ 
Championships for cheerleading 
and pom-dancing. 
 
In the Senior section of the 
competition, the Loreto Legends, 
all Year 14 students who trained for 
the event during their PE lessons 
throughout the year, took first place 
– for the second consecutive year.  
The team-members: Ciara Brankin, 
Alex Brownlow, Laura Christie, 
Katherine Giddins, Clare Magee, 
Rachel Magee, Seana McCracken, 
Niamh McGahon, Laura McKeague, 
Orlagh McNicholl, Maria Mooney, 
Hannah Morren, Shannon Mullan, 
Caragh Rafferty and Sophie Webber 
were trained by Ms Karen Graham 
in preparation for the competition.  
In the same section, the Loreto 
Diamonds, all Year 13 students, 
took an impressive third place in 
their first year in the competition 
– the team members were Eimear 
Anderson, Shawnee Black, Una 
Marie Darragh, Alex Doherty, Aileen 
McAllister, Caoimhe McGowan, 
Laura McIntyre, Catherine 
McLaughlin, Ellie McNeill, Megan 
McWilliams, Hannah Millar, Oonagh 
Nugent, Cristin O’Kane, Lauren 
O’Neill, Justyna Pajak, Dearbhla 
Rafferty, Gemma Reid and Shannen 
Scullion.  
 
In the Key Stage 3 Cheerleading 
section of the competition, the 
second Loreto team, Loreto 
Lasers, took second place.  Again 
trained by Ms Karen Graham, 
the team-members Karis Taylor, 
Niamh Templeton, Caoimhe Kelly, 
Nicole Williams, Milena Mroz, 
Hannah McIntyre, Megan McIvor, 

TRIPLE TRIUMPH 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE CHEERLEADERS

Mary Mullan, Emma Mullan 
and Orla Bradley had devoted 
numerous Monday afternoons to 
training sessions in preparing their 
complicated routine.  
 
Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE at Loreto College, paid tribute 
to Ms Karen Graham and to the 
members of both dance and cheer 

teams, saying that Ms Graham and 
the students had worked very hard 
and demonstrated tremendous 
team spirit in preparation for the 
competition and on the competition 
day itself.  Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
congratulated both teams and 
Ms Karen Graham on these 
tremendous achievements.

Year 13 Cheerleading Team

Year 14 Cheerleading Team

TRAMPOLINING SUCCESS STORY
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

A number of students represented 
Loreto College Coleraine with great 
distinction in the annual Ulster 
Schools’ Gymnastic Association’s 
2011 Winter Trampoline 
Championships, held at the Joey 
Dunlop Centre, Ballymoney on 
Saturday 26th November. 

Jordan McCullough  (Year 10) took 
first place in the Advanced Year 
9-10 class.  In the Year 13-14 
Novice class, Aisling O’Kane (Year 
13) took first place, also taking the 
Special Award for the highest set 
score of the Championships.  Caitlin 
Richardson (Year 11) was placed 
second in the Year 11-12 Novice 
class, with Victoria Bell (Year 11) 
placed fourth in the same class.  
Eliza Richardson (Year 10) took third 
place in the Year 9-10 Beginners 
class.

After a great day’s individual 

competition, the Loreto College team 
of Victoria Bell, Meadbh McReynolds 
and Caitlin Richardson took first 
place in the team event, while 
Loreto’s Aisling O’Kane competed in 
the Synchronised Event with Kathryn 
Reid of Coleraine High School. 

Congratulating all those who 
took part on their tremendous 
achievements, Mrs Maureen 
McCullough, Head of PE at Loreto 
College, paid tribute to Ms Karen 
Graham who had coached the 
Loreto College Trampolining Team. 

Students from Loreto College 
Coleraine took part in the Inter-
School Archery competition to be 
held in Northern Ireland, just before 
the Christmas holidays. The event 
was held on 14th December at The 
Range, Ballymoney, home of the 
Causeway Company of Archers. 
Loreto College was represented 
at the event by Aodhan McIlvenny, 
Daniel Brown, Ciara Dinsmore, Evan 
Wall, Niall Browne, Cormac Quigley, 
Victoria Bell, Oliver Ferris and Eunan 

ARCHERY SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Brown - all of whom had been 
selected for their sharp shooting!

The Loreto A team, of Daniel 
Brown, Aodhan McIlvenny and 
Eunan Brown, came a close 
and commendable third on the 
day. Loreto Team B (Evan Wall, 
Ciara Dinsmore and Victoria Bell) 
were placed fourth, with Loreto 
Team C (Cormac Quigley, Niall 
Browne and Oliver Ferris) placed 
fifth. The competition brought to a 

climax coaching classes that have 
taken place in many schools in the 
area over the last term through 
Awards for All funding.   
 
Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE at Loreto College, paid tribute 
to Chris McFadyan for organising 
the event and coaching many of 
the students as part of their GCSE 
PE course, and to Mr Paul Byrne, 
PE Teacher, who accompanied the 
students to the event.
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YEAR 8 SWIMMING GALA 2012

The annual Year 8 Swimming Gala took place at 
Coleraine Leisure Centre on Tuesday 3rd April.  There 
was a great standard of competition and participation; 
Mrs McCullough and Mr Byrne paid tribute to all the 
Year 8 students who took part, and to the senior 
students who helped out on the day.

The following results were recorded:

 Girls Boys

Group C Front

1 Aimee Quigg 1 Josh McErlean
2 Niamh McAtamney 2 Eoin Doherty
3 Eimear Coyle 3 Callum Johnston

Group C Back

1 Niamh McAtamney 1 Josh McErlean
2 Eimear Coyle 2 Adam Taylor
3  3 Sean McKeever
    
Group A Backstroke

1 Abigail McBroom 1 Ciaran O’Kane 

2 Niamh Boorman 2 Daniel Walton
3 Emma Mullan 3 Oisin Brennan

Group B Backstroke

1 Shaciara Nazeer 1 Joseph Mulholland
2 Ciara Wilkinson 2 Reece Mackay
3 Fianna Lynn 3

Group A Breaststroke

1 Niamh Boorman 1 Ciaran O’Kane
2 Roisin McMurrough 2 Daniel Walton
3 Abigail McBroom 3 Lukas Condren

Group B Breaststroke

1 Emma McLaughlin 1 Reece Mackay
2 Elizabeth White 2 Matthew Connelly
3 Sarah Kelly 3 Eoin McCarry

Group A Butterfly

1 Abigail McBroom 1 Ciaran O’Kane 
2 Shannon O’Kane 2 Lukas Condren
3 Niamh Boorman 3 Daniel Walton

Group A Front Crawl

1 Abigail McBroom 1 Ciaran O’Kane
2 Roisin McMurrough 2 Daniel Walton
3 Niamh Boorman 3 Oisin Brennan

Group B Front Crawl

1 Casey Black 1 Matthew Connelly
2 Emma McLaughlin 2 Reece Mackay
3 Aimee Tweed 3 Joseph Mulholland
  = Callum Robinson
Relay

1 8C 1 8E
2 8E 2 8D
3 8D 3 8C
  

SWIMMER OF THE YEAR

Abigail McBroom Ciaran O’Kane

A group of Year 13 students from 
Loreto College Coleraine have 
been presented with certificates of 
proficiency in Self Defence.

As part of their PE lessons, the 
students took part in a six-week 
course in self defence run by Terry 
Geddis, who is the Chief Instructor 
of the Zanshin Shotokan Karate 
Club, which currently has 16 clubs 

SELF-DEFENCE CERTIFICATES PRESENTED TO 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

throughout Northern Ireland. He 
is the official representative of the 
Karate Union of Great Britain for 
Northern Ireland.   On completion 
of courses all students receive a 
certificate of recognition and the 
top three students are awarded 
with a medal.  The pupils learned 
the Japanese art of self-defence 
as well as improving their fitness 
level, flexibility, stamina, good body 

awareness, discipline, co-ordination, 
endurance, willpower, determination 
and, most of all, self-control.

Congratulating the students on 
their achievement, PE teacher Ms 
Julie Wilson commented, ‘In our 
ever changing world we must fully 
prepare pupils for the situations 
that may arise and how to deal with 
these.’

A number of sixth form students 
from Loreto College Coleraine, were 
presented with First Aid certificates 
from the St John’s Ambulance 
and Heartstart organisations in the 
Summer Term, in recognition of life-
saving skills developed during the 
course of this academic year. 
 
The students, from both Year 13 
and Year 14 at the College, had 
completed these qualifications  
during their PE programme, under 
instruction from PE teacher Ms 
Julie Wilson, who is a trained 
instructor, and had great fun 
trying out their bandaging skills 
on each other as well as learning  
Emergency Life Support.  The 
students received two qualifications. 
One of these was the Heartstart 
course certificate, which is funded 
by the British Heart Foundation.  
This includes CPR, Recovery 
position, Bleeding and Choking.  
Heartstart UK is an initiative co-
ordinated by the British Heart 
Foundation to teach members 
of the public what to do in a life-
threatening emergency: simple 
skills that can save lives. It provides 
opportunities for people to learn 
the vital skills of Emergency 
Life Support. Through Heartstart UK 
the British Heart Foundation aims 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS RECEIVE 
FIRST AID CERTIFICATES

to strengthen the Chain of Survival 
by promoting and supporting 
Emergency Life Support training in 
the community. 

The students also gained the Young 
First Aider certificate, from the St 
John Ambulance and covers topics 
such as dealing with asthma, bone, 
muscle and joint injuries, burns 
and scalds, fainting and shock and 
poisons.  The Young First Aider 
course overlaps with the content of 
Heartstart.  
 
In total, 36 sixth form students 
from Loreto received First Aid 
qualifications.  Ms Julie Wilson, who 

taught the courses, commented, 
‘The students learnt that the benefit 
of CPR performed by a bystander 
in an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest 
is significant. If you can perform 
effective CPR whilst the ambulance 
is on its way you can more then 
double a person’s chance of 
surviving.  It is good to know that 36 
of our pupils could now help save 
a life by performing Emergency Life 
Support in the community.’
Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE at Loreto College, paid tribute 
to all the students who had attained 
these qualifications, and wished 
them well in using their skills in the 
years ahead.
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Two students from Loreto College Coleraine attended 
a reception at the Coleraine Borough Council offices 
to mark the launch of the Coleraine: Heart Town 
initiative in early May.

In conjunction with the British Heart Foundation 
Northern Ireland, Coleraine has been chosen as 
one of 50 Heart Towns in the UK and one of three in 
Northern Ireland.  Year 13 and Year 14 students from 
Loreto College had taken part in Heart Start training 
in conjunction with the British Heart Foundation, as 
well as gaining First Aid accreditation in conjunction 
with the St John Ambulance.  In total, 36 sixth formers 
from Loreto College received First Aid and Heartstart 
certificates in 2011-2012.

Norene McBride and Ryan Reynolds, both Year 13 
students, were selected to represent the College at 
this prestigious event, as both students had found 
themselves in situations in which their First Aid skills 
had been essential in the course of the year.  Both 
Ryan and Norene had encountered casualties in 
need of treatment for severe bleeding, and had each 
been praised by paramedics for their quick thinking, 

LORETO COLLEGE REPRESENTED AT
COLERAINE HEART TOWN LAUNCH

knowledge of what to do and calmness under 
pressure. 

Norene and Ryan enjoyed the opportunity to be 
part of the Heart Town launch, and were praised for 
their initiative and quick thinking by Mrs Maureen 
McCullough, Head of Physical Education at Loreto 
College, who had overseen their First Aid training. 

Students from Loreto College 
Coleraine have been explored the 
Olympic and Paralympic values 
towards the end of May as the 
count-down to the 2012 Olympics 
neared its end, and as the Coleraine 
and North Coast area got ready to 
welcome the Olympic Torch Relay.

During their Physical Education 
lessons, students had been 
learning about the Olympic Torch 
and its meaning, and discussing 
the Olympic Truce and its values.  
In preparation for the visit of the 
Olympic Torch to the Coleraine 
Borough Council area on 3rd and 
4th June, students watched a film 
and became familiar with the route 
the Torch was to take.  To highlight 
the upcoming visit of the Torch, 

OLYMPIC TORCH WALK FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

students then spent time, with their 
PE teachers, on an ‘Olympic Torch 
Walk’ down the Castlerock Road, 
around the Diamond and back to 
school.  Along with a large Torch 
made by some Year 12 students 
and an impressive display of 
flags and other colourful displays 
of Olympic significance, some 
students even joined in the spirit of 
the activity by making and carrying 
their own Olympic Torches.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE at Loreto College, commended 
the students on their interest in 
and enthusiasm for the 2012 
Olympics, and thanked the passers-
by who had offered the groups 
encouragement on their walks in the 
sunny springtime weather!

Two Year 13 students from Loreto 
College were selected to be Young 
Ambassadors for the Youth Sport 
Trust organisation.  Jarlath Bradley 
and Nichola Cassidy, both Year 
13, represented Loreto College 
along with Mrs M McCullough, 
Head of PE, at the Northern Ireland 
Young Ambassadors Conference in 
October.

Nichola and Jarlath were 
tasked with promoting the 
London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games, using the 
inspiration of London 2012 
to increase participation in 
PE and physical activity, and 
promoting and living out the 
Olympic and Paralympic 
values. 

Jarlath and Nichola were 
selected for this role because 

YOUTH SPORT TRUST - YOUNG AMBASSADORS

of the impact sport has had on 
their lives, and the central part that 
keeping fit and playing team sports 
has in what they do.  As Young 
Ambassadors, the two have had 
an enjoyable year, including taking 
the lead in inspiring others as role 
models, using their communication 
and leadership skills with other 
young people and with adults, 

as well as showing initiative and 
responsibility.

Mrs M McCullough, Head of PE, 
commented that our two Young 
Ambassadors were an excellent 
example to all students at Loreto 
and were among many highly 
enthusiastic young sportsmen and 
sportswomen at the College.
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Aoife Carr, Maryann McErlean and Christine Mc Nally won the 3rd round of the Ulster 
Schools’ Showjumping League on Sat 3rd December.  All three girls jumped double clear in 
the first round, which qualified the team for the jump off.  Only two riders were allowed to go 
in the jump off and Maryann and Christine both jumped clear rounds in very fast times.  

All three received rosettes and hoodies as prizes.  The team members were congratulated by 
Mr Paul Byrne of the PE Department on a fantastic achievement. 

SHOWJUMPING SUCCESS

A student from Loreto College Coleraine 
took the Ulster title for boxing in his age 
group and weight range at the Ulster 
Championships in Donegal on Sunday 
11th December.

Seamus McAllister, who is in Year 
12 at Loreto College, is now Ulster 
Champion at age 16 in the 48-54kg 
range, having worked his way through 
a competitive field to win his Ulster final.  

BOXING TITLE FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

Seamus now progressed to inter-
provincial competition and remained 

committed to keeping in training and 
competing again in the new year.

Seamus was congratulated on this 
superb achievement by Mrs Maureen 
McCullough, Head of PE, on behalf 

of all the staff and students of Loreto 
College. 

LORETO STUDENT TAKES
TOP LOCAL SPORTS AWARD

A student from Loreto College Coleraine took one of the top 
prizes at the annual Ballymoney Borough Council Sports 
Awards.

Aoife Carr, who is in Year 9 at Loreto College, won the 
Under 14 Up-and-Coming Sports Award at the Ballymoney 
Sport Awards.  Aoife competes as a tetrathlete, taking 
part in an event which involves four sports: running, 
swimming, shooting and horse-riding - although shooting 
is not included in such young age-groups.  Aoife also 
excels in Mounted Games, an equestrian sport in which 
very fast games are played by people of all ages.  Aoife 
and represented Northern Ireland in the European 
Mounted Games during the summer of 2011. Aoife was 
congratulated on this tremendous achievement by Mrs 
Maureen McCullough, Head of PE at Loreto College, 
and by Mr Michael James, College Principal, on behalf 
of all the staff and students of the school.

Friday 6th October 2006 saw a 
special event take place at Loreto 
College.  The event saw 13 ex-
pupils turn up to partake in a 
football match, against the current 
crop of footballers.  It was an 
event which had been created by 
nostalgia, the urge to display male 
pride and an even bigger excuse 
to meet up and have a social event 
with old school pals!  However, 5 
years and 10 matches later, it has 
been more a case of many defeats, 
damaged egos, yet strangely 
enjoyable experiences. 
 
The matches have always taken 
place in October and April each 
year.  But this particular event 
proved to be a turning point, a 
learning curve for the Old Boys, 
and probably the current pupils too.  
The usual suspects of Stephen Mc 
Killop, Manus Mc Henry, Eugene 
Wallace, Leo Sweeney , Anthony 
Doherty and Paul Wallace had 
been joined by lesser used players 
such as Aidan Mooney, Ronan 
Boyle, James Osborne and Jim 
Black.  Their average age (which 
would resemble a Saturday night 
at the British Legion) was about 

2011 DRAMA, NOSTALGIA & PRIDE SCORE AT 
FIRST XI V. OLD BOYS SOCCER MATCH

to be dramatically reduced by the 
introduction of, in a word, youth!  
James Peden, Paul Friel and Fergal 
McCloskey were available for 
selection, much to the delight of the 
Old Boys.  And very influential their 
presence proved to be. 
 
The first half proved to be a 
relatively close encounter.  The Old 
Boys probably created as many 
chances as the current pupils and 
this proved to be detrimental.  The 
mind was telling the Old Boys they 
were competing for a victory, but 
reality was soon restored moments 
later.  Just before half time, the Old 
Boys had a corner.  So, most of the 
team in their excitement at a sniff 
of goal, surged forward believing 
a goal was inevitable.  How wrong 
and how naive can one group of 
Old Boys be.  The pupils broke 
away at pace leaving a wake of 
puffing 40 year olds, and fired past 
Jim Black to give them a 1-0 half 
time lead. 
 
Paul Cunning then came over to 
speak to the Old Boys.  His sheer 
presence must have given the Old 
Boys some inspiration – either 

that or the invitation of 
having to join the cross 
country team proved very 
threatening!  The second 
half was only 5 minutes 
old when James Peden 
pushed forward, and 
skipped past a challenge 
to fire home the equaliser 
from 20 yards ( it’s 
probably metres now but 

in my day it was yards!)  Then Fergal 
McCloskey added another after a 
build up on the right side.  Now the 
Old Boys were on unknown territory 
– winning this fixture wasn’t even an 
option in the local bookmakers!  But 
it got even better for the Old Boys 
as a corner from the left created 
havoc in the pupils’ defence and 
Manus Mc Henry stabbed home 
the third goal.  This was quite ironic 
as Manus had never scored a goal 
while at Loreto!  And to cap it all, a 
fourth goal was scored by one of 
the pupils turning the ball into his 
own net!  He obviously is staking his 
claim early for a starting place in 20 
years’ time when he is one of the 
Old Boys! 
 
So the match ended in a 4-1 victory 
for the Old Boys.  The silence at the 
final whistle signalled an element 
of being stunned!  But a deserved 
victory it was and a match played 
in good spirit as always.  Many 
thanks must go to the pupils who 
played and were willing to compete 
against ex-pupils who couldn’t fit 
into PE gear anymore!  Thanks to 
Paul Byrne for his constant support 
in this event although it must prove 
comical for him refereeing men who 
gasp for oxygen after a ten yard 
run.  And finally, many thanks to Mr 
James for his permission to let such 
an event take place at the school.  
As the old school song used to say, 
‘School days are happy days...’  
Well, coming back years later and 
experiencing the atmosphere of 
Loreto can be happy days as well.  

Paul Wallace
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LORETO COLLEGE SPORTS DAY 
MARKS WORLD SPORTS DAY

It was a case of third time lucky 
for Loreto College Coleraine, as 
its annual Sports Day, postponed 
twice due to bad weather, ran 
successfully on Monday 25th 
June.  Happily 25th June was also 
World Sports Day, and the Year 
8-11 students from Loreto College 
therefore had the opportunity to 
participate in this global event.

In the year of the London Olympics, 
and in the same month that the 
Olympic Torch Relay had visited 

the Coleraine area, taking its route 
past Loreto College, the school’s 
Sports Day had an Olympic theme.  
With the Olympic values of respect, 
excellence and friendship being 
highlighted, each form class from 
Year 8-11 chose a country and 
prepared a display and costumes.  
The day began with an Opening 
Ceremony of the chosen countries, 
and the entire Year 8-11 population 
of Loreto College, and members 
of staff, processed around the 
College’s track with a colourful 

 BOYS GIRLS

YEAR 8
 
100 Metres 
 1st James McReynolds Riona Pauling
 2nd Dominic Bradley Anna Morrison
 3rd Aidan McGonigle Niamh Boorman

200 Metres 
 1st Dominic Bradley Riona Pauling
 2nd James McReynolds Shakira Nazeer
 3rd Aidan McGonigle Niamh Boorman

800 Metres 
 1st Dominic Bradley Abigail McBroom
 2nd Oisin Brennan Molly Brennan
 3rd Eoin McGuigan Victoria Tsang

Relays 
 1st 8C 8C
 2nd 8A 8D
 3rd 8B 8A

Shot Putt 
 1st Joshua Wan Riona Pauling
 2nd Eoin McCarry Jordan Thompson
 3rd Adam Taylor Shauna O’Kane

High Jump 
 1st Aidan McGonigle Shakira Nazeer
 2nd James McReynolds Shannon O’Kane
 3rd Benjamin White Hannah Magee

Long Jump 
 1st James McReynolds Riona Pauling
 2nd Dominic Bradley Anna Morrison
 3rd Aidan McGonigle Abigail McBroom

Athletes of the Year 
James McReynolds, Dominic Bradley, Riona Pauling

YEAR 9 

100 Metres 
 1st Alex Christie Aoife Boorman
 2nd Joel Dinsmore Kate Bradley
 3rd Daniel O’Kane Erin Ni Shandir

200 Metres 
 1st Aoife Boorman
 2nd Tara McLarnon
 3rd Jane Telford

800 Metres 
 1st Daniel O’Kane Aoife Carr
 2nd Liam Ferris Katie McMullan
 3rd Ciaran Parahoo Tara McLarnon / 
   Una McCloskey
Relays 
 1st 9A 9A
 2nd 9B 9B
 3rd 9D 9D

Shot Putt 
 1st Mark Cassidy Laura McGonigle /  
   Lucy McMullan
 2nd Conor Gillen Caitlin Martin
 3rd Cahir Loftus Emma Crossley

Javelin 
 1st Alex McCloskey
 2nd Callan McPeake
 3rd Conor Rogan

Discus 
 1st Daniel O’Kane Dominica Dutkiewiez
 2nd Aidan O’Boyle Emma Crossley
 3rd Cormac McCarry Aoife Boorman

display of flags and costumes.  
This was a stirring beginning to a 
happy and exciting day of sport for 
all.  There was tight competition in 
the formal events, but many of the 
fun events proved equally popular, 
such as the Year 8 Novelty Races 
on the Chapel Lawn and various 
non-competitive fixtures such as tug-
of-war, minibus pull and centipede 
racing.

The following results were recorded 
in the competitive events.

SPORTS DAY
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High Jump 
 1st Conor Gillen Laura McGonigle
 2nd Daniel O’Kane Tara McLarnon
 3rd Alex Christie Caitlin Martin / 
   Emily Moore

Long Jump 
 1st Daniel O’Kane Aoife Carr
 2nd Alex Christie Caitlin Martin
 3rd Christopher Doherty Aoife Boorman

Athletes of the Year
  Daniel O’Kane Aoife Boorman

YEAR 10 

100 metres 
 1st Conor Pauling Una Mellon
 2nd Shea Eastwood Shannon McWilliams
 3rd Damian Mroz Elizabeth McManus

200 metres 
 1st Conor Pauling Una Mellon
 2nd Ola Olawabi Shannon McWilliams
 3rd Damian Mroz Niamh Wallace

800 metres 
 1st Shea Eastwood Una Jordan
 2nd Daniel White Alana O’Donovan
 3rd Syeva Bondarenko 

Relays 
 1st 10C 10A
 2nd 10A 10C
 3rd 10D 10E

Shot Putt 
 1st James Breslin Rhiannon Bell
 2nd Shea McLaughlin Una Mellon
 3rd Dylan Kelly Shannon McWilliams

Discus 
 1st Damian Mroz Shannon McWilliams
 2nd Syeva Bondarenko Una Mellon
 3rd Conor Pauling Niamh Wallace

Javelin 
 1st Shea McLaughlin Shannon McWilliams
 2nd Daniel White Rhiannon Bell
 3rd Daniel Roantree Ellen Tracey

High Jump 
 1st Syeva Bondarenko Christine McNally/ 
   Shannon McWilliams
 2nd Conor McFeely  
 3rd Ellen Tracey

Long Jump 
 1st Conor Pauling Niamh Wallace
 2nd Syeva Bondarenko Colleen Burke
 3rd Leon Govan / Shannon McWilliams 
  Ola Olawabi 
 

Athletes of the Year 
  Conor Pauling Shannon McWilliams

YEAR 11

100 Metres 
 1st Pearse Burns Vicky Bell
 2nd  Roisin Dooley-Nellis
 3rd  Meadbh McReynolds

200 Metres 
 1st Daniel Connolly  
 2nd Pearse Burns
 3rd Rory Stewart

800 Metres 
 1st Hal McGonigle / Frank Dillon
 3rd Daniel Connolly

Relays  
 1st 11C 11B
 2nd 11A 11C
 3rd 11D

Shot Putt 
 1st Oisin Quinn Vicky Bell
 2nd Cormac Quigley Maria McQuillan
 3rd Rory Stewart Meadbh McReynolds

Discus  
 1st Cormac Quigley Vicky Bell
 2nd Oisin Quinn Roisin Dooley-Nellis
 3rd James Moore Meadbh McReynolds

Javelin  
 1st Calvin Heavern Vicky Bell
 2nd James Maguire Bronagh O’Kane
 3rd Pearse Burns Jordan Kelly

High Jump 
 1st Conor McLaughlin Ceara Mellon
 2nd Eunan Browne

Long Jump 
 1st  Payton Mullan
 2nd  Roisin Dooley-Nellis
 3rd  Vicky Bell

Athletes of the Year 
  Frank Dillon Vicky Bell

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of Physical 
Education at Loreto College, paid tribute to all the 
staff and students of the College who had made the 
2012 Sports Day such a memorable and enjoyable 
occasion.  Mr Michael James, College Principal, 
thanked the PE Department and the entire school 
community for the effort and enthusiasm with which 
they had taken part in this especially historic Sports 
Day with such an international flavour.

SPORTS DAY
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Sports Day has come again, 

and gone. The day usually spent 

frolicking in the grass, chatting 

with friends, eating outside and, 

funnily enough, partaking in sports, 

all occurs in what has to be the 

most dysfunctional PE Lesson of 

the academic year. It lasts a full 

day too.  Teachers come to school 

in their civvies and are posted at 

various places supervising events. 

If you watch carefully, you can see 

the blind panic for who gets to stay 

indoors to man the high-jump, as it 

is in the sports hall before the day’s 

proceedings begins…

 

But this year was different: it was 

2012, the year of the Olympics and 

the worldwide iconic sporting event 

being hosted in London - not too far 

from home. Its sister event, Loreto’s 

Sports Day  (less  worldwide and 

iconic) was taking place 42 days 

before the main event’s start date 

and, with the Olympic torch passing 

the school just days beforehand, 

this year’s Sports Day was going to 

be a day to remember. 

Form classes were each given 

a country that they would be 

representing at this year’s 

Sports Day.  To begin the day’s 

proceedings classes paraded 

around the athletics track and 

a few strong pupils (most likely 

LE LORETO OLYMPIC SPECTACULAR SPORTIF - 
A COLUMN

taking part in events of a throwing 

nature) carried banners which the 

athletes had made themselves to 

represent their country. It was a 

dazzling affair in which Kazakhstan 

led the tribal march with any Borat 

characters rightfully restrained. 

One country was in confusion 

about their national colours and 

paraded with what appeared to be 

a rainbow on their banner… quite 

possibly it was an insight to how the 

weather would be that day. Then 

followed the Caucasian Kenyans 

to the track, who were eyeing up 

their opponents whilst plotting their 

plans for the big 1500m race to 

take place that afternoon.  It was 

going to be a tense day, more so 

due to the fact that Greece and 

Germany had turned up with the 

firm mentality that they would be 

crowned top of Europe. Though I 

think Merkel beat the athletes to 

that…

But the day at the races (and those 

throwing events) began. My, how 

spectacular it was to see one boy 

run the 100m in under 13 seconds. 

But the real highlight was the class 

relays where international tensions 

were at a peak. Argentina and Team 

GB had agreed that the Falklands 

dispute would be settled on the 

track and not at the G-Lunchtime 

Summit (which was to take place 

later that day). How admirable of 

them, considering pundits were 

betting all the Euros they had on 

Greece to top Germany in the most 

immoral fashion, though at the end 

of the day it was the Euro currency 

that lost out when Ireland came 

on top. I think it all got sent to the 

Anglo-Irish Bank to sort out their 

issues…

Though there were more pressing 

issues taking place. Lunchtime had 

gone and the Australians were far 

too full up with wonderful burgers 

cooked on the bar-bee to really 

care about what was going on next. 

Most competitors were unable to 

run the long distance race in the 

afternoon. How disappointing, the 

Kenyans won outright in what really 

wasn’t a fair competition. Such a 

monopoly of winnings should not go 

unnoticed, and I suggest that those 

with the javelins step in. 

So that was Sports Day this year, a 

rather enjoyable and international, 

dispute-free event day. The 

European teams triumphed in 

the end with the exception of the 

Kenyans.  Though at the end of the 

day it was the Euro that lost and, 

well, Jamaica was just sitting back 

wondering: ‘What is all da fuss 

‘bout, man?’ 

Jack McCann

Roving Reporter

SPORTS DAY
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ABSENT FRIENDS

News of Former Students
All those who left Loreto College in 2011

Year 8 Eden Guarino Coleraine High School
 Sean Murphy Our Lady of Lourdes HS Ballymoney

Year 9 Conor Finch Ballymena Academy
 Niamh Kelly St Patrick’s HS Dungiven
 Che McGoldrick Ballycastle High School

Year 12 Owen Anderson Coleraine Academical Institution A levels
 Sean Bamford Europa Foods Employment
 Ted Bradberry Northern Regional College
 Ciaran Colhoun St Mary’s HS Limavady
 Maeve Lofthouse Cross & Passion College Ballycastle
 Reece Louden North West Regional College Limavady Engineering
 Conor Lynch North West Regional College Derry Sports Studies
 Gregory McAfee St Joseph’s College Coleraine
 Ryan McCormick St Joseph’s College Coleraine
 Ciaran McGilligan St Mary’s HS Clady
 Marie Claire Nellis Belfast Metropolitan College,  Art & Design (Fashion / Clothing)
 Dean O’Kane St Patrick’s College Maghera
 Leon O’Kane St Patrick’s College Maghera

Year 13 Matthew Brown Northern Regional College
 Adrian Doherty Northern Regional College Construction & Engineering
 Conor Kelly Ballycastle High School
 Dominic Parker Northern Regional College
 Stephanie Young North West Regional College Child Care

Year 14 Daniel Austin University of Ulster Economics
 Michaela Barkley University of Ulster Sociology with Criminology
 Kevin Beatty Queen’s University Belfast Finance
 Gemma Black Queen’s University Belfast Chemical Engineering
 Bronagh Bogues University of Glasgow
 Samantha Borland Dundalk Institute of Technology Business Marketing
 Niamh Boylan University of Ulster
 Connor Bradley University of Ulster Computing
 Amy Brennan Queen’s University Belfast Law with Politics
 Chantelle Browne Gap Year then Queen’s University Belfast
 Claire Byrne University of Exeter Medical Imaging
 Emma Campbell University of Ulster Consumer Studies
 Caoimhe Carey Queen’s University Belfast Architecture
 Christine Cartwright Queen’s University Belfast Mathematics
 Eamonn Cassidy Queen’s University Belfast Architecture
 Ciara Christie Queen’s University Belfast Law
 Erin Costen University of Ulster Marketing

 Mary Daly Stranmillis University College Primary Education
 Ashlene Dickson University of Ulster Language & Linguistics
 Emma Doherty St Mary’s University Twickenham Primary Education
 Therese Doherty Queen’s University Belfast Finance
 Anna Dooey Liverpool John Moore’s English Media & Cultural Studies
 Jarlath Eastwood University of Glasgow Medicine
 Rachael Gaile Stranmillis University College Primary Education
 Olivia Hamilton Gap Year, then Queen’s University Belfast 
 Chenise Hassan Queen’s University Belfast Geography
 David Henry University of Ulster Multimedia Design
 Claire Hill Queen’s University Belfast Biochemistry
 Diarmaid Hill University of Ulster Journalism & Photo Imagery
 Ryan Hourican University of Ulster Business Studies
 Roisin Ingram Queen’s University Belfast Theology
 Ciaran Judge Queen’s University Belfast English & Film Studies
 Christopher Kane Northern Regional College Business
 Catherine Kealey Queen Margaret University Edinburgh Diagnostic Radiography
 Jordan Kealey Queen’s University Belfast Actuarial Science & Risk   
   Assessment
 Christopher Kwong Gap Year then Queen’s University Belfast
 Shannon Law University of Ulster Geography
 Katy Lemon Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
 Zara Levear Northern Regional College Business HND
 Louise Logue Seeking Employment
 Damien Long-McAteer University of Ulster Law
 Sam Maguire University of York Management
 Orlagh Mailey Liverpool John Moore’s Law
 Eimear McAllister Queen’s University Belfast Politics, Philosophy &   
   Economics
 Sinead McAllister University of Ulster Communication, Advertising,  
   Marketing
 Claire McAtamney Queen’s University Belfast Pharmacy
 Declan McAtamney Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
 Ella McCloskey
 Erin McCloskey Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
 Kevin McCloskey Queen’s University Belfast Business Management
 Martin McCloskey Queen’s University Belfast Civil Engineering
 Matthew McCloskey Edge Hill University Film Production & Film Studies
 Stephen McCloskey University of Ulster International Hospitality   
   Management
 Hannah McCormack Northern Regional College Applied Science
 Dearbhla McCotter Gap Year then University of Newcastle Medicine
 Megan McGeehan University of Aberdeen Biomedical Sciences
 Shane McGowan Liverpool John Moore’s Law & Criminal Justice
 Michelle McGurk University of Cumbria Primary Education
 Maeve McIlroy Queen’s University Belfast Business Management
 Katherine McIntyre University of Northumbria Biomedical Sciences
 Naomi McIntyre Gap Year then University of Ulster
 Shannon McKeever Queen’s University Belfast Biochemistry
 Calum McLaughlin University of Ulster Business Economics
 Daniel McLaughlin North West Regional College Journalism
 Matthew McLaughlin Gap Year then Queen’s University Belfast 
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 Paula McLister Gap Year then Queen’s University Belfast
 Brian McMullan Queen’s University Belfast Economics & Management
 Dominic McNeill Queen’s University Belfast Finance
 Glenn McNicholl University of Ulster Business Economics
 Mairead McNicholl Loughry College Food Technology
 Eoin Melby Queen’s University Belfast Biochemistry
 Pearse Mooney University of Ulster Electronic & Electrical Engineering
 Casey Moore University of Ulster Art & Design Foundation Course
 Donagh Morren Gap Year then Queen’s University Belfast 
 Emma Morren University of Edinburgh Primary Education
 Dermot Morrow St Mary’s University College Belfast Primary Education
 Conall Mullan Gap Year then Queen’s University Belfast 
 Louise Mullan Bournemouth University Public Relations
 Shane Mullan Queen’s University Belfast Physics
 Gemma Mullins St Mary’s University Twickenham Primary Education
 Niall O’Boyle Queen’s University Belfast Law
 Amy O’Brien North West Regional College Art & Design Foundation Course
 Frank O’Kane University of Ulster English
 Declan O’Neill Queen’s University Belfast Mathematics
 Shannon O’Neill Queen’s University Belfast Film Studies
 Nicola O’Reilly Liverpool John Moore’s Law & Criminal Justice
 Aoife Owens St Mary’s University Twickenham Primary Education
 Katherine Owens Gap Year then Queen’s University Belfast
 Ruairi Quinn Manchester Metropolitan University Business
 Una Race University of Glasgow Economics
 Gregory Rafferty Queen’s University Belfast Pharmacy
 Roisin Rafferty University of Ulster Communication, Advertising,  
   Marketing
 Christina Robinson Queen’s University Belfast Zoology
 Joshua Rohdich Queen’s University Belfast Accounting
 Luke Stuart University of Ulster Biomedical Science

Sean McWilliams attended Loreto 
from 2002-2009.  He studied 
English Language, Economics, 
History and Politics to A level, 
attaining four A grades.  He went 
on to study Law with Politics at 
Queen’s University Belfast, where he 
had completed two years when he 
was offered a scholarship from the 
British Council to study for a year at 
Loyola University, Chicago.  During 
his time in Chicago, Sean has 
studied a degree course in Business 

and Economics, from which he 
hopes to qualify this year, with a 
graduation at Queen’s University 
Belfast in October.  He will then 
return to Queen’s to complete his 
Law and Politics degree.

Sean is the son of Mary and Bob 
McWilliams of Burnside Road 
Portstewart and a nephew of 
Loreto’s former Vice Principal Mrs 
Susan Kelly.

SEAN McWILLIAMS
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