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FOREWORD

As another year draws to a close and thoughts inevitably turn to the impending summer 
holidays, my thoughts are turned to reflect on the past year, a year which has been a very sad 
year for Loreto College. This academic year has seen the untimely death of two pupils and one 
member of staff and it is a testament to the whole school community that we have been able 
to respond so positively on each occasion. We remember with great fondness Anna McAllister, 
Niamh McCloskey and Clarke Rice. Each of them has touched us in some way and left an 
indelible mark on our lives. I have been humbled by the support and friendship shown by staff, 
pupils, parents and friends as we have navigated these testing times.

In the midst of all this sadness, however, there has been much to celebrate and the school 
remains a vibrant community. Whether it is participating in sport, achieving examination 
successes, travelling to Beijing or helping out with our charities - there is always something 
happening within the school and Loreto Lore does a wonderful job recording events and 
achievements throughout the school year.

One of the highlights this year was the 85th Anniversary Ball, with over 600 guests assembling 
to raise money and share memories of the past 85 years. It was a wonderful event and a true 
celebration of our Loreto family. Past Loreto students from all around the world got in touch 
to wish us well and to offer their support, the consensus being that we do not wait another 85 
years to organise the next one.

I congratulate Mrs Little and her editorial team on another superb publication that captures the 
unique spirit of the College. The articles presented within this year’s Loreto Lore demonstrate 
how the College continues to progress and develop. As I reflect on the many successes and 
achievements throughout the 
year, I offer my congratulations 
to all who have achieved 
success and wish everyone 
continued success in the 
future.

Mr Michael James
College Principal

Mr James with the 2014-15 Heads of School and Sports Captains
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The 2015-16 academic year had 
no sooner begun than the school 
community was shattered by the 
news that Anna McAllister, a pupil 
of Loreto College had, following 
a lengthy battle against cancer, 
passed away peacefully in her 
sleep. Anna had been diagnosed 
with a brain tumour in April 2013 
and had courageously fought 
against the disease, inspiring all 
who met her by her optimism and 
joyous approach to life.

She had been unable to sit her 
GCSE examinations at the end of 
her Y12 year due to illness, but had 
remained a vital part of the year 
group, returning for key events and 
always intending to rejoin them 
in Y13. Unfortunately early in the 
morning of September 18, she 
slipped away peacefully surrounded 
by her family. From the earliest 
diagnosis, Anna had always been 
determined to fight the disease 
and return to school. Along with 
her closest group of friends, “The 
Gooses”, Anna had spent much 
of the previous year raising money 
and awareness for the Children’s 
Cancer Foundation. She had been 

OBITUARIES

Anna McAllister
the focal point for the Daisy Chain 
Walk in Kilrea and for several fund-
raising activities within the school. 
Her family and friends, particularly 
“The Gooses,” have continued their 
fund-raising exploits; engaging in a 
parachute jump and organising the 
“Goosebury Festival” in May 2015.

Anna had a very close family circle 
and our thoughts and prayers 
remain with her parents, Fiona and 
Randall, her sisters Kate and Sarah 
and her brother Michael, as well 
as her extended family circle and 
friends. A cherished member of 
her year group, Anna’s optimism 
and gutsy determination won her 
the love and support of the entire 
school community. She was fondly 
remembered by everyone at a 
special mass held in her honour 
in the school Assembly Hall, with 
her extended family in attendance. 
Again her fellow Y13 pupils helped 
to shape and organise the mass, 
including many touches which 
reflected Anna’s unique personality. 
The service was a poignant and 
fitting memorial to a young girl who 
was full of life and spirit.  

Anna is greatly missed by all who 
are associated with Loreto and she 
will remain with us forever. 

May She Rest in Peace.

The Life of a Goose

Seventeen years ago, a little Golden Goose waddled into this world,
Cute as a button, her sweet, mischievous smile lit up the little town of Kilrea.

Surrounded by her mama and papa,
Three more goslings on the way.

A life packed with precious memories,
A life filled with love.

Soon to be known as our wee Annie, 
Her quirky little pigtails and bright blue eyes,

Let everyone know there was to be none but the one.
Then the day did come, when she was big enough now,
That her gaggle had gathered to wave their goodbyes. 

Hopping on the big blue bus,
A school bag that hid her golden locks.

It was at the end of her very first journey,
That she fell into the hands of a beaming Mary Ward’s Army.

Throughout her journey with LCC, 
She gathered a few along her path.
Now to be known as ‘The Gooses’,

It is sure to say she had found her way .

Her adventures were only just beginning, 
With endless days at the beach, Goose House and shopping, 

but to mention a few.
The quack they had, and memories they made, 

Within their tender hearts, will be alive for a lifetime.

The day came when she fled her nest, but only for a little while,
Leaving her Gooses behind, aimlessly wandering.

Fear and confusion swept their faces,
But Annie, accompanied by her courage and determination, 

Provided her six little gooses with comfort. 

Eagerly awaiting her return,
A year group that treated her like royalty,

Welcomed her back with heart warming arms.
It was this charm, this charisma and this courage,

That dazzled the crowds that followed her.

Astounded by the bravery shown by their ‘wee Annie’,
Her fellow gooses took to the skies.

Flying with the Golden Goose,
A dream of many, the reality of some.

By the ‘Gooses’, 
(Carla McErlean, Aine McNamee, Medbh McIlvenny, 

Sarah McKeown, Caite Skelly and Sinead McAtamney).
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Just as the Easter holidays began, we received news 
that Niamh McCloskey (Year 10), who had been 
receiving treatment for Moyamoya Syndrome, initially 
in Altnagelvin Hospital, then in Great Ormond Street 
Children’s Hospital, was critically ill following surgery.  
On Holy Thursday morning, we received the terrible 
news that Niamh had passed away peacefully, in 
Great Ormond Street.

A much-loved member of 10C, Niamh was fondly 
remembered at the End of Year Mass in late June.  
Quiet, conscientious and unassuming, Niamh was 
known by everyone for the beautiful smile which lit up 
her face: it was no surprise to us at Loreto to learn 
that Niamh had been presented with the Sunshine 
Award while at Termoncanice Primary School, as 
she really did brighten up the lives of those she met.  
Niamh loved helping others, and enjoyed getting 
involved in class projects to raise money for charity.  
With this close to her heart, it was fitting and poignant 
that her cousin ran the Belfast Marathon in May to 
raise money for those being treated at Great Ormond 
Street Children’s Hospital for Moyamoya syndrome, 
and that our own Year 10 students completed a 
sponsored walk on 19th June for the same cause.  It 
was fitting too that our Year 10s completed their walk 
wearing brightly-coloured clothing, many of them with 
sunshine images on faces in her memory, others with 
our school colours to represent how much Niamh 
loved Loreto.

Niamh had a close family circle and our thoughts and 
prayers are with her parents, Sean and Fiona, her 
sister, Sinead, and her brother, Michael, as well as 
with her wider family circle.  We were honoured to 
have the McCloskey family present at Niamh’s Mass 
of Thanksgiving in June.  Loved and appreciated by 
everyone who knew her, Niamh also had a circle of 
very close friends, who recall her as someone full of 
life and laughter in the tributes printed here.  Even 
more than that, though, Niamh’s family, friends and 
teachers recall a caring, gentle girl, who responded to 
everyone with kindness and generosity.  A sensitive 
soul, Niamh was quickly moved to tears by stories 
such as that of her favourite book, John Green’s The 
Fault in Our Stars.  Niamh’s love of animals brought 
out her caring, nurturing side and her pet Jack Russell 
terrier would always make her smile.  

When illness struck, early in 2015, Niamh was 
determined to get well and always keen to be back 
in school, getting on with her work and reunited with 

Niamh McCloskey
her friends, whenever she could.  Her courageous 
attitude was an example to everyone around her: she 
simply did not want any fuss; she kept smiling; she 
looked forward to things going back to normal.  As 
Niamh’s friends recall, one of her favourite musicians 
was the singer Ed Sheeran: how fitting, then, that the 
Mass to celebrate her life concluded with a rendition 
of Ed Sheeran’s song Photograph as we watched 
a beautiful slide-show of photographs of Niamh put 
together by her closest friends, and including some of 
the many selfies which the girls used to exchange.  To 
borrow a few lines from the song:

We keep this love in this photograph
We made these memories for ourselves

Where our eyes are never closing
Our hearts were never broken

Time’s forever frozen still.

Niamh’s Form Teacher, Bean Ui Mhaoláin, read this 
reflection at the Mass of Thanksgiving for Niamh’s life:

Memories in the Heart
Feel no guilt in laughter, she knows how 
much you cared,
Feel no sorrow in a smile that she’s not here 
to share.
Your grief will not last forever, she would not 
want it to,
She’d hope that you can carry on, the way 
you always do.
So talk about the good times and the ways you 
show you cared,
The days you spent together, all the 
happiness you shared;
Let memories surround you.
A word someone may say,
Will suddenly recapture a time, an hour, a day
That brings her back as clearly as though she 
were still here.
And fills you with the feelings that she is 
always near.
For if you keep these moments, you will never 
be apart,
And Niamh will live forever, locked safe within 
your heart.

Niamh is greatly missed at Loreto: she will never be 
forgotten.  

May She Rest in Peace. 

Niamh was known by everyone as Husky.

We always had so much craic when Niamh was in 
class.  There was one time in English when Niamh 
didn’t sit in her proper seat for a full term.  Mr 
Boyle got so used to seeing her sit there that he 
told her off for sitting in her actual allocated seat!  
Niamh argued with Sir, trying to tell him it was her 
proper seat.

She always smiled no matter what even if it was a 
Monday morning!  Everyone always noticed Niamh’s 
big blue eyes.

Niamh loved movies.  She had a huge collection with 
over 60 movies.  She loved watching TV series on 

Netflix.  Also Niamh loved listening to music.  Her 
favourite artists were Kanye West, Kodaline, Ed 
Sheeran and Five Seconds of Summer.

She always loved to take selfies and you’d always 
have a pile of them on your phone.

When Niamh came back from treatment in London, 
we stayed at hers that weekend.  We went with her to 
get some passport photos, but she wouldn’t show us 
them, no matter how much we asked.

We’ve included some of our favourite photos of 
Niamh, including a few of those famous selfies!

Nuala McCullough, Riona Lafferty, 
Megan McFeely and Anna Brolly, Year 10

Niamh’s classmates recall their much-loved friend:
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Niamh, Molly Canning and I shared a room in Teach Celine when we went to the Gaeltacht for 10 days.  It 
was so much fun.  We stacked the drawers full of food and sweets, and still managed to have them done 
within a few days.  She also kept the craic going in the house even when someone was a little homesick.  We 
stayed up many nights and talked for hours, even just about our outfits for each night.  We were in Teach 
Celine with Nora McIlvenny, Kate Nelis, Shannen Campbell, Kirsty McFerran, Lucy McDonnell and a few girls 
from another school.  One memory we will all keep is how fast we got through a tub of chocolate spread 
(mainly just the Loreto girls).  Niamh and the other seven girls cleaned about one tub each day!  And when 
we ran out, it was so funny: we thought this was the worst thing of all in our week!  Towards the end of our 
trip, a whole group of us had a huge water fight.  Everyone was a little scared to soak Shauna as she was on 
crutches, and would no doubt go crazy, but not Niamh… she drowned Shauna.  She was so proud of it, but it 
was hilarious as Shauna couldn’t get her back!  We all got a hoodie with our surname in Irish on it, and since 
our holiday, Niamh has gone nowhere without it. Anna McKeown, Year 10

It is with great sadness that we 
announced, in May, that our 
colleague and friend Mr Clarke 
Rice had passed away, following a 
determined and courageous battle 
against Acute Myeloid Leukaemia.

Clarke came to teach ICT 
and Mathematics at Loreto in 
September 2000.  A Dungannon 
man, Clarke had studied Computing 
at the University of Ulster, Coleraine, 
and had previously worked in 

Mr Clarke Rice

programming.  He quickly involved 
himself in school life at Loreto, 
starting a Badminton Club and 
establishing himself as a force to be 
reckoned with in the annual Year 
9 Boys versus Staff Soccer match 
on Mission Day!  Having served on 
numerous Schools’ Quiz teams as a 
student himself, Clarke got involved 
in organising highly successful 
Quiz Teams in Loreto, with awards 
flowing in at local and Northern 
Ireland level and two trips to the 

UK finals of the UK Schools’ Quiz.  
Students were always impressed 
by the sheer breadth of Mr Rice’s 
knowledge: ‘He just knows 
everything!’ was a comment passed 
by many more students than just 
one.

Not only did Clarke enjoy 
teaching ICT to examination 
classes, he wrote a widely-used 
A level textbook with a friend and 
colleague.  However, Clarke’s 
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real passion lay in the coding and 
programming side of his subject, 
and he was delighted to establish 
GCSE and A Level Computing in 
the Loreto curriculum in recent 
years.  Not only was Clarke 
dedicated to his academic subject, 
he was dedicated to the whole 
concept of education alongside his 
very strong faith.  Along with his 
wife, Alison, Clarke spent a year in 
Cameroon, using his computing 
and teaching skills on the Wycliff 
Bible Translation project.  He 
returned to Loreto, energies and 
enthusiasm renewed, with plans for 
an exciting future.

Initially diagnosed with Chronic 
Myeloid Leukaemia, Clarke returned 
to school after several months’ 
treatment in the early months 
of 2013.  Determined to use his 
experience to the benefit of others 
whose recovery had not been so 
easy, he began dedicated fund-
raising for Leukaemia & Lymphoma 
NI.  With funds from Loreto’s 2013 
Sports Day donated to the cause, 
Clarke and his wife Alison took 
part in a Moonlight Trek up 
and down Slieve Donard.  
Only days later, however, 
Clarke found that his 
routine tests indicated 

that his Leukaemia had returned, 
this time in the Acute manifestation.  
Months of aggressive 
chemotherapy and drug therapy 
followed.  The determination which 
Clarke had shown in guiding one 
or two more recalcitrant students, 
or battling the frustrations facing 
every teacher, stood him in good 
stead as he worked his way 
through relapses, treatments and 
taught everyone who knew him an 
intensely humbling lesson about 
valuing life, love, friendship and the 
simple pleasures.  Anyone who kept 
in touch with Clarke appreciated 
his comments about being able to 
enjoy an ice cream on Castlerock 
Beach on a summer day, his 
photos of himself enjoying days 
out with Alison and their nephews, 
or his occasional rants about the 
ineptitudes of local or national 
political leaders - which continued 
until his final week. Underlying the 

positive, cheerful words and 
snapshots was the courage to 
face seemingly endless rounds 
of treatment in Coleraine, Belfast 
City Hospital and Hammersmith 
Hospital, London.  Underlying it too 
was a continued determination to 
use his experience to help others: 
he encouraged many from Loreto to 
take part in the annual Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma Beach Walk and Table 
Quiz at Christmas, got involved in 
the charity’s Red Balloons appeal, 
and was in the process of preparing 
to become a Macmillan Volunteer 
during what turned out to be his 
final months. 

Clarke passed away on 16th May 
2015.  He will be sadly missed by 
his colleagues and friends and his 
former students at Loreto, who 
greatly appreciated his ready wit 
and sense of irony, his tremendous 
integrity and strength of character, 
and the faith and courage which 
provided an inspiration, teaching us 
how to face the deepest adversity 

with the greatest courage.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 

Alison and the wide circle of 
Clarke’s family and friends 

at this sad time.

It was with great sadness that 
all those connected with Loreto 
College received the news that Mrs 
Fidelma Burgess had passed away, 
on Saturday 21st March 2015.

Mrs Burgess retired from Loreto 
College in June 2000, following 
many years’ service to the College 
as Head of Irish.  Originally from 
Anagry in Donegal, Mrs Burgess 
taught Irish and Commerce at first, 
after coming to teach at Loreto in 
1966, and later became involved 
in the Careers Department.  Her 
quiet efficiency was an asset from 
the start of her career, when she 
had responsibility for the bookstore, 
while her friendly and supportive 
personality helped her to deal with 

early school-leavers, and to advise 
them on handling their transition 
from school to further education or 
employment.  

Mrs Burgess was chief make-up 
artist for many school musicals 
through the years, as well as 
organising the annual Irish Mass 
and Gaeltacht trips.  Those who 
worked with her remember her 
fondly as a good friend as well as 
a colleague, and as someone who 
mixed efficiency and kindness when 
teaching, advising and inspiring 
students.  Whether in discussing 
future plans or fostering a love of 
the Irish Language and culture, 
Mrs Burgess always inspired her 
students and, like her colleagues, 

her former students retain fond 
memories of her.

Mrs Burgess passed away on 
Saturday 21st March after a long 
illness.  We pray for the repose of 
her soul and for her husband, Mr 
Barry Burgess, her children, her 
wider family circle and her many 
friends.  The photographs here 
show Mrs Burgess in happier 
times: at her Retirement Dinner 
in June 2000 and visiting the 
Loreto Museum, reminiscing about 
happy years of association with 
the College, on the occasion of 
the school’s 75th Anniversary 
Celebrations in June 2005. 

Mrs Fidelma Burgess
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DENI Representative
Mrs Ray Weir

Dr Eugene McElhinney
Fr Charles Keaney

Teacher Representative
Miss Maria Flannelly

Parent Representative
Mr Nicholas Lestas

Secretary
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Loreto College Staff 2014-2015

MEMBERS OF STAFF AT
LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE 2014-2015

Senior Leadership Team
 
 Mr M. James - Principal
 Mr S. Gallagher - Vice Principal
 Miss B. Toner - Vice Principal
 Mr F. Scullion - Senior Teacher

Teaching Staff  (Full-time)

Mr C. Boyle English
Mrs K. Brolly Physics, Science
Mr P. Byrne PE, Careers
Mrs M. Close Physics, Science
Mr K. Conroy RE
Mr P. Cunning Art & Design, History
Miss E. Curry Geography
Mr C. Deighan ICT
Mrs G. Diamond Maths
Mrs C. Doherty English, Eng Lit.
Mrs G. Doherty Biology, Science
Miss M. Flannelly Chemistry, Science, Careers
Miss J. Galbraith RE
Mr S. Gallagher Music
Mr E. Harkin History, Gov. & Politics
Mr M. James Physics
Mrs C. Little English, English Lit
Mr P. Loughran French, Spanish
Mrs M. Mackle Maths
Miss L. Martin Maths
Mrs M. McAleese HE, RE
Mrs S. McBroom Biology, Science
Mrs A. McCambridge French, Spanish
Mrs S. McCarry RE
Mrs L. McCool English, Drama
Mrs M. McCullough PE
Mrs O. McEwan Drama, English
Miss M. McGill Art & Design
Mrs S. McGoldrick History
Mrs M. McGreevy Geography, RE
Mr R. McKay Design & Technology
Mrs S. McNicholl HE, Careers
Mrs S. Mellon Economics, Careers
Mrs S. Mullan French
Ms S. Mullan Biology, Science
Mr B. Murphy History, Careers
Mr S. Murtagh Design & Technology, ICT
Mrs J. Nugent Chemistry, Science
Mrs A. O’Kane Maths
Mrs J. Roantree Maths
Mrs F. Pepin English
Mr F. Scullion Chemistry, Science
Mr L. Shaw Geography, Careers
Mrs F. Simpson French, Spanish
Miss R. Stewart Music, RE
Mrs B. Sweeney RE
Miss B. Toner Economics

Bean Uí Mhaoláin Irish, Spanish
Bean Uí Mhianáin Irish
   
Teaching Staff (Part-time)

Miss M. McErlean Biology, Science
Mrs E. Diamond Spanish, English
Mr G. McGouran Economics
Mr S. McMullan PE
Ms J. Wilson PE, Drama
Sr Maura RE
   
Tutors

Mr H. Gillespie Singing
Mrs A. Sharkey Piano
   
Administrative & Ancillary Staff

Mr G. Lynn School Bursar
Mrs E. McGuckian Assistant to Bursar
Miss L. Stewart Office Manager
Mrs P. Dougan Principal’s Secretary
Mrs F. Ferris General Assistant
Mrs M. Johnston General Assistant
Miss A. McGuckian General Assistant
Miss C. Robinson General Assistant
Ms A. Johnston Classroom Assistant
Ms S. Keenan Classroom Assistant
Mr J. Kildea Classroom Assistant
Ms K. Lagan Classroom Assistant
Mrs M. West Senior Study Supervisor
Mr K. Elgin Technician (Computers)
Mr I. O’Hara Technician (Technology/Art)
Mr L. Otterson Technician (Physics)
Mrs S. Young Technician (Biology)
Mrs F. McDonnell Librarian
Mr P. Weir Caretaker
Miss M. McCann Cook Supervisor
Miss M. Tohill Assistant Cook Supervisor
Mrs A. Canning Canteen Staff
Mrs M. Butcher Canteen Staff
Mrs H. Heaney Canteen Staff
Mrs T. Mullan Canteen Staff
Mrs S. Shirlow Canteen Staff
Mrs H. Walton Canteen Staff
Mrs C. Weir Canteen Staff
Mrs J. McGarvey Lunchtime Supervisor
Mrs Z. McMaster Lunchtime Supervisor
Mr D.Turner Groundsman
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EDITORIAL

Picture the scene.  A perfect 
Summer morning: early June.  
Loreto’s grounds and the Convent 
House looking their absolute 
best for the Convent Open Day, 
thanks to hard work for days by a 
dedicated team.  Blue and yellow 
bunting fluttering in a light, cool 
breeze above the entrance to 
the Convent gates.  Something 
about the way the light was falling 
suddenly alerted me to the carved  
words Loreto Convent on the 
two stone pillars either side of the 
gateway.  Something about the 
carving - the traditional font, the 
aged stone - reminded me about 
the distinguished history of our 
Convent and our College.  This, 
alongside the mature trees, the 
historic grotto and the beautiful 
sweep of the lawns alongside 
the generous bay windows of the 
Convent House, was juxtaposed 
with the liveliness of that morning.  
There was laughter - endless, 
spiralling conversation - music - 
moments of calm reflection.  There 
were embraces and friendships 
renewed; laughter and a few tears 
as funny memories turned to 
nostalgia. In its eighty-fifth year, 
Loreto was alive and younger than 
ever: vibrant in its grounds, its 
memories and its newest generation 
of students. Something about that 
proudly engraved pillar - sunlit 
bunting fluttering overhead - set this 
sense of history in stone.

The history of Loreto College is 
something worth celebrating: a 
school which has always been 
synonymous with high levels of 
achievement and a wonderful, 
authentic family atmosphere. Loreto
has a bright future ahead, and the 
plans in place make this real. In 
another twenty or thirty years, former
students who come back to visit 
may be looking back on memories 
of lessons, study or pastoral retreats
in the Convent House, rather than 
tea in the Parlour when their parents
came to visit them at boarding 
school.  The name carved in the 
stone of the pillars at the end of our 
tree-lined avenue will remain: the 
ideals and the history defining 
everything Loreto College represents 
will always remain.  And Loreto is 
so full of the spirit of optimism that I 
feel quite sure that there will still be 
much to celebrate - allowing us to 
commemorate our name and what 
it means with fluttering, sunlit, blue 
and yellow bunting.

The School Magazine, as every 
year, attempts to provide a 
snapshot of a very busy year in the 
ongoing history of Loreto College.  
At times a very dark year, 2014-
15 has provided challenges and 
sadness which have only brought 
the Loreto family closer together.  
There are some things about a 
school year which are so intangible 
that they cannot be recorded in 
words or photographs.  Everything 
else is here.

As always, I am very grateful to all 
the many people who have helped 
to compile Loreto Lore 2015. 
Everyone in school has ideas to 
contribute, and I am grateful for 
all these suggestions, articles, 
photographs, practical advice, 
assistance, or reminders to tweet 
the results of matches or the times 
of training sessions.  In particular, 
I would like to thank Mr James for 
his advice and support, Miss Toner, 
Mr Gallagher and Mrs West for 
helping to ensure that photographic 
assignments run smoothly, and Mr 

Elgin for his computer expertise.  
In the School Office, Miss Stewart, 
Mrs Dougan and Mrs Johnston 
continue to offer great assistance, 
no matter how frequent, how 
onerous or how urgent the requests.  

As always, the members of the 
Editorial Committee have 
contributed much to the Magazine.  
Many have written and commissioned 
articles, others have helped 
behind the scenes and everyone 
has responded with enthusiasm 
and interest to the creation of a 
coherent overview of another busy 
year.  Everyone involved has been 
generous about contributing ideas, 
energy and time to the production 
of a full and lively record of 2014-
2015.  The overall impact of these 
poems, articles, stories, ideas and 
moments of enthusiasm gives 
the impression of a school which 
is very proud of its past, very 
optimistic about its future, and full of 
enthusiasm for every single day.

Mrs Caragh Little, Editor

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
2014-2015

 
YEAR 13-14
Taylor Archer
Meabh Clarke
Rowan Clyde

Rhianna Gardiner
Mark McKillen
Aine O’Kane

Conor Pauling
Niamh Wallace

 
YEAR 11-12
Philip Doherty
Aoife Keane
Finn Lestas

Cathaoir McKay
Caitlin Meenan
Emma Mullan

Jamie Neill
 

YEAR 8-10
Dennis Bondarenko
Aoibheann Conway
Michael McConnell

It has been another busy year for 
the Loreto staff, with goodbyes 
to say and new members joining 
the extended Loreto family.  At the 
start of the year we welcomed Miss 
Leanne Martin to the Mathematics 
Department, and Mr Stuart 
McMullan to the PE Department.  
It was also a pleasure to welcome 
back Mrs Eileen Diamond to teach 
Careers, English and Spanish.  We 
welcomed two new Classroom 
Assistants, Mrs Sharyn Keenan 
and Mrs Karen Lagan and General 
Assistants Mrs Felicity Ferris and 
Mr John Kildea; after Christmas we 
welcomed Mrs Kathleen Mitchell 
as Physics Technician.  Through 
the course of the year we were 
glad to welcome various temporary 
members of staff: Cabrini Bean 
Ui Lochlain to Irish, Mrs Marian 
McKinley, Mrs Danielle Mullan, 
Mr Tony Glendinning and Mr Kiefer 
O’Boyle to RE, Miss Elizabeth 
Armstrong, Mrs Aideen Ahern and 
Ms Maeve Boyle to English, Mrs 
Eileen Fullerton to Mathematics, 
Mrs Attracta O’Harte to Economics, 
Mr Lesley Madden, Mr Dermot Black
and Mr Barry Ludlow to Science,
Miss Gillian Dixon to Geography, Mrs 
Irene Kerr to Modern Languages, 
and Miss Aileen Martin to PE. We 
welcomed Mr Roy Johnston as 
Caretaker from May 2014-April 
2015: he has now gone to spend 
time in Wales with his family, and we 
wish him every happiness with this.

STAFF NEWS
There was good news to celebrate 
through the course of the year: 
many congratulations to Bean Uí 
Mhaoláin and her husband Dan 
on the birth of their daughter Tara; 
and to Mrs Brenda Sweeney and 
her husband Vincent on the birth of 
their daughter Emma; to Mrs Meabh 
McGreevy and her husband Andrew 
on the birth of their daughter Rosa 
Catherine; to Mrs Marian McKinley 
and her husband on the birth of 
their daughter Cara Rose; and to Mr 
Conrad Deighan and his wife on the 
birth of their daughter.

At Christmas, we said goodbye to 
our much-loved Physics Technician, 
Mr Liam Otterson, as well as to 
Mr Stuart McMullan from the PE 
Department.  In June, we said 
Slán to Bean Uí Mhaináin, Head 
of Irish, and a heartfelt thank 
you to Sr Maura, who had been 
assisting in the Sixth Form Group 
RE Programme.  We also said 
goodbye (or perhaps au revoir) to 
Mrs Eileen Diamond, who has been 
teaching English and Careers this 
year with some Spanish in the first 
half of the year.  It was a pleasure to 
welcome Mrs Diamond back after 
a few years’ absence: her English 
lessons mixed entertainment with a 
meticulous attention to detail, and 
her students were able to benefit 
from her tremendous enthusiasm 
for and knowledge of literature.  We 
were delighted, too, to welcome 
Mrs Diamond back to the Careers 

department this year in Mrs Mellon’s 
absence. Her knowledge and 
expertise in advising and guiding 
our pupils with career choices were 
much appreciated along with her 
kindness and sense of humour. We 
wish Mrs Diamond a long, happy 
and well-earned retirement.

We were sad to say goodbye to 
Mrs Attracta O’Harte, who had 
been teaching Economics and RE 
all year.  Mrs O’Harte, Miss Toner 
commented, personifies the Loreto 
Ethos in her calm, considerate and 
gentle way of making sure that 
work is complete, everyone does 
their best, and every student is 
looked after.  Mrs O’Harte’s gentle 
demeanour and sense of humour 
will be greatly missed in the Staff 
Room and by her students. Our 
best wishes too to General Assistant
Miss Chloe Robinson, who leaves 
Loreto to study at the University of
Newcastle for a PGCE in Geography.

Several members of staff have 
taken on interesting challenges, 
as always.  Our determined long-
distance runners Mr Kevin Conroy, 
Mr Emmett Harkin and Mr Peter 
Loughran have taken on a few 
marathons and half marathons this 
year, while Mrs Pauline Dougan and 
her daughters completed the Great 
North Run.  Finally, congratulations 
to Mrs Caragh Little on completion 
of the Ulster University M.Ed. 
degree with Distinction.

Mr Conroy and Mr Harkin Mr Johnston Mrs Diamond
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The Christmas celebrations were 
tinged with sadness at Loreto 
College Coleraine as the staff and 
students said goodbye to Physics 
Technician Mr Liam Otterson, on his 
retirement.

Mr Otterson, who gave some 28 
years’ service to Loreto College, 
far outstepped the standard job 
description of Physics Technician, 
ensuring that sound and lighting 
were absolutely perfect for all 
events such as school shows, 
concerts and morning Assembly, 
as well as preparing any audio-
visual equipment needed for staff 
training and meetings.  Generations 
of Physics students benefitted from 
Mr Otterson’s expertise in setting 
up and providing apparatus for 
practical classes and examinations; 
generations of Loreto students, 
likewise, enjoyed getting to know a 
friendly, outgoing figure who had a 
cheerful word for everyone.

Speaking in tribute to Mr Otterson, 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented that it 
was almost impossible to quantify 
the contribution which he had 
made to the Physics Department 

and to the life of the College as a 
whole. On behalf of all the staff and 
students of the College, Mr James 
emphasised the huge gap which 
Liam’s retirement would leave, 
and how much everyone would 
miss him, wishing him and his wife 
Hazel a long, happy and healthy 
retirement. 

ADIOS SEÑOR

Liam Otterson (aka: Mr Hola): 
What a man! There is so much I 
could say about Liam but it is very 
difficult to put all my sentiments on 
paper. He has been a godsend to 
all at Loreto for the last 29 years, 
not just for his expert technical 
ability but also for his sense of joy, 
sincerity, freedom and truth. Every 
day he greeted and was greeted 
by everyone on the corridor with a 
Hola. When he was doing his GCSE 
Spanish (he got an A* of course), 
he used to record himself saying 
all his Spanish phrases and then 
he played them back to himself 
(and us) in the preproom on a 
continuous loop. It was a bit of a 
surreal sensation sometimes when 
we heard the dulcet tones but there 
was no one there. (Although maybe 

he was hiding behind the door so 
we would ask him to do anything 
else- like fixing your straighteners 
Mrs Brolly?) We miss him terribly 
but thankfully he loved us all so 
much, he is a weekly visitor in the 
Physics department (or maybe 
that is to check we are still doing 
everything right!). I can honestly 
say that Liam is one of life’s true 
gentlemen and one of the nicest 
people I know. 

When I was writing my speech 
for his leaving do in December, I 
wrote this poem. It was inspired 
by a reminder I left to myself on 
my desk one evening when I went 
home, that involved putting class 
results into a computer programme 
called Assessment Manager. By the 
time I got in the next morning, the 
note had been doctored by Liam. I 
laughed out loud!!  Hopefully it will 
be self explanatory and will sum up 
all those sentiments I just can’t get 
the words to say properly.

LORETO SAYS ‘Hasta Luego’ TO LIAM
Assess that man

An email arrived from the powers that be,
Get the marks in the computer by a quarter past three,

The last bell had gone as I skipped down the floor.
But the thunderbolt struck as I just reached the door.

I’d had good intentions and by hook or by crook,
Those marks would make their way out of my book.
But it hadn’t been done and I now hadn’t the time

Sure I’d be early next morning, well… at least  before nine!

So back to my desk I hastened with speed
A note I scribed quickly, I’d surely take heed

On top of the keyboard, it just read ‘ Assess Man’
Satisfied I’d remember, out the door I just ran.

As I arrived in the morning, all was far from my head.
Stress levels were high, getting wains watered and fed.

My note it looked different, I could tell at a glance.
And Liam had been busy, when he’d had the chance.

Three extra words, he’d added you see,
It was now an order, I giggled with glee.

To my note, with black pen, he’d sneaked in some more.
The message was clear, ‘Assess that man next door’

So when faced with an order, I always comply
For that man next door, I will always try

To do a sound job, some questions I’d ask.
And that very day, I set to my task

And as a physics teacher I now have a 
purely scientific conclusion.....

His fitness and wellbeing, are superb I have found 
He runs round that school, like a well-trained greyhound.

Stairs two at a time, from the top he will wave
As panting behind him, come Katrina and Maeve.

His good looks, his charm combined with his wit
With especially the ladies, he’s a really big hit.

As he walks down the street, he gets many a stare
As the men glance with envy, at his fine head of hair.

Growing up as a young fella, he just had a ball.
Round Maghera, Swatragh and in Clady hall
Back in those days, he’d dance til first light
Often hitting three venues, all on one night.

A rascal he was, just a wee bit defiant
He toured around Ireland in a Robin Reliant

He’d scout out the company, the bands and the craic
At five in the morning, he’d only get back.

So was it the dancing, he just couldn’t miss?
Or was it the girls he was hoping to kiss?

But it all changed when Hazel he happened to meet
The past was forgotten, as he fell at her feet.

And I certainly don’t need to test his IQ
A match for his mind, there are very few.

About some Physics problem, we’d have a wee chat.
And he’d have a solution in ten seconds flat.

On Sunday, the Times, he reads front to back.
On email and Facebook, he’s a sharp as a tack.

With latest technology he keeps up to date
Giving excellent advice about which ones to rate.

As for his humour, well he’s full of fun.
He sets us a trap and away he does run.

He’s caught us all out, many’s a time
It takes no great genius, as to who did the crime.

My year tens one day, were finding a double too long,
Then a sudden commotion and they burst into song.

‘Happy birthday to you’ and I looked round to see
An arm waving a poster and a big loud tee-hee.

On another occasion, he just went to town
One day that I’d had... a fashion meltdown 

Getting dressed in the dark, I got into bother
My shoes were a match, just not with each other.

Well Liam laughed so much at one black and one blue.
Then slunk back to the preproom... I hadn’t a clue

The phone rang, he answered and summoned me in.
‘It’s the office ‘he said, as he left with a grin.

They said ‘ Bishops are here looking for you’
They’ve got sample shoes you must come and view

I said ‘Oh not me, I’m sure: I still didn’t cop
And then with a clink, the penny did drop!

And where was that rascal, he’d scored such a clinker
He’d reeled me well in, hook, line and sinker
Not a bit of remorse, well that was quite clear

As he was recited his prank to all who sat near.

So though I’ve now ticked box after box
There’s a concern I still have about this wily old fox

Over the last few years, his habits did change
He started to speak in languages strange.

And far worse than that he talks to himself
We hear in the preproom a voice from the shelf.

Spanish phrases and words in Liam’s dulcet tone
Morning, noon, night, on and on it does drone.

‘I’m losing it,’ he says, ‘can you not see?’
‘Of course not,’ I say but I secretly agree.

He’s a mind like a sieve to remember a name
Though to be quite honest, I’m something the same

So now my work’s done, a conclusion I’ll make
This is one mighty man, who just can’t forsake
True values and respect from those days of old

Because when God made our Ottie, he broke the mould.

He’s fit and he’s strong, still sharp as a blade
It’s only his memory that’s starting to fade.

He’ll still hop in the car and cover some ground
Though an Audi these days, his preferred get around.

He has only one fault that is obvious to me
His heart’s made of gold, it’s too big don’t you see;

He’ll do you a favour before you might ask
Every fine detail, he’ll sort out your task.

And so Adios to our ‘Forever Friend’
We know if we need him, a hand he will lend.

Now a man of leisure, we hope the cap fits
We’ll all miss you Ottie and we love you to bits.

Mrs Maeve Close, Head of Physics
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The Religious Studies 
Department would like to express 
their sincere gratitude to Sr 
Maura, for her commitment 
and years of work with the 
Year 13 students in the General 
RE programme.  Sr Maura 
has worked in Loreto since 
September 1976 and, although 
she officially retired in 2007, 
she remained dedicated to the 
spiritual development of our 
pupils.  The module she taught, 
sought to give the students 
the necessary time out of the 
stress of examinations. Her 
module gave time for students to 
discuss the importance of, and 

RETIREMENT OF SISTER MAURA

provide them with the opportunity 
to spend time in prayer.  Many of 
our students felt this was such a 
worthwhile module, in that it helped 
them to appreciate God in their 
lives, contemplate priorities and 
simply have that all important quiet 
time to reflect. 

Sr Maura will be greatly missed 
by the whole department. She 
contributed much in terms of 
sharing ideas and offering support, 
advice and encouragement for 
the teachers in the department 
and indeed the overall centrality 
of Religion in the school. She also 
offered her time to lead prayer 

groups with our students during 
Advent and Lent, and visited the 
Year 8 and Year 10 students, 
to explain the importance of the 
Loreto ethos and inform them 
of work being done in Loreto 
schools around the world. Sr 
Maura had also been a very keen 
promoter of Mission Day, and the 
efforts of our students to engage 
as agents of social change. 

We very much hope that Sr 
Maura will keep in touch with 
the school, and wish her a very 
happy retirement from school life. 

Siobhan McCarry
Head of Religious Education

She’s what? When? Are you 
serious? What’ll we do without 
her? It all happened so quickly 
that not only pupils, but staff too 
were taken aback by Bean Uí 
Mhianáin’s departure. (A.K.A. 
Bean Uí Short Hair) As Bean Uí 
Mhianáin’s new position was being 
organised, she was quietly and 
true to form, discreetly tying up 
ends here at Loreto. Bit by bit the 
news of her departure filtered out 
and it is no exaggeration to say 
that shockwaves hit the Loreto 
population. Waves of nostalgia, 
emotion and sadness washed over 
all and sundry as they prepared to 
say slán. 

After the shock came the Why? 
’ ‘Is she leaving teaching?’, ‘Is 
she running away with Daniel 
O’Donnell?’ No such luck, Daniel! 
Bean Uí Mhianáin has set sail 
from Loreto’s shores to head to 
pastures new; ironically to a school 
where, when they could spell her 
name with ease, her new pupils 
will call her Múinteoir Susan!  Bean 
Uí Mhianáin will be one of the first 
set of teachers in Coláiste Dhoire, 
a brand new secondary school 
operating solely through the Irish 

Goodbye  TO BEAN UÍ MHIANÁIN

language. They will in due course be 
based at Owenbeg, Dungiven, but 
for its initial year, Coláiste Dhoire will 
operate in the enchanting setting 
that is Dungiven Castle. They will 
have a catchment area spanning all 
the way from Derry City to Dunloy 
and from Cookstown to Coleraine, 
and with Bean Uí Mhianáin on 
their staff, will undoubtedly reap 
successes in their endeavours. 

Bean Uí Mhianáin’s ideal departure 
would have been quiet, subtle and 
low-key but… she should have 
known that a quiet exit was never 
going to happen! Class parties, 
buns and cakes galore, a céilí and 
a surprise visit to IR1 from Daniel 
O’Donnell himself (see photo) 
showed Bean Uí Mhianáin just how 
much she meant to the Loreto staff 
and pupils alike. Indeed, Daniel 
refused to go home and insisted on 
hitching a lift to the Ó Mianáin house 
in Sleacht Néill where he currently 
resides. He has announced that he 
will move to Coláiste Dhoire when it 
opens in September!

On hearing of her departure, one 
Year Ten pupil exclaimed ‘She’s the 
best teacher in the whole school. 

What are we going to do now?’ The 
rest of the class sang in chorus and 
extolled her virtues a-plenty. What 
made her the perfect teacher? I 
asked those who know best and 
here’s what they said. ‘She’s great 
craic. She’s always ready for a song 
or a dance’. I can concur with that 
as on occasion when I thought 
there was a herd of baby elephants 
next door I quickly learned that 
some fine céilí dance lessons were 
underway next door. ‘She’s strict 
but it really helps you learn’. When 
asked ‘Does no-one teach you 
manners anymore?’ a Year Ten 
boy announced, ‘Oh yes, definitely 
Bean Uí Mhianáin!’ This has stood 
her pupils in fine stead over her 
fifteen years’ service, as evidenced 
by years of top results. ‘She’s 
always there to talk to, if we have 
any problems, we know we can go 
to her; she’s a real mammy to us 
all.’ Without a shadow of a doubt, 
I can say that over the years Bean 
Uí Mhianáin has subtly and quietly 
helped steer many pupils through 
troubled waters and I know they 
are deeply grateful. She has given 
up break and lunchtimes, talked to 
pupils before and after the school 
day and given up many weekend 

hours working on solutions to other 
people’s problems. Why did she 
do this and why did many go to her 
instead of elsewhere? Yes, she has 
been a social worker in a previous 
career, but much deeper than that 
runs her natural instinct to look after 
others. She is a giver, a listener, a 
shoulder to cry on, a carer, a friend, 
a helping hand: a mammy!   

For the multitude of pupils who have 
passed through Bean Uí Mhianáin’s 
expert tutelage over her fifteen years 
at Loreto, memories are abundant. 
Many will remember the grades 
they got, but most will remember 
how they got those good grades: 
hard work, enthusiasm for Irish and 
expert guidance in their exam years 
and ‘good craic learning’ as one 
Year Eight pupil so eloquently called 
it in their junior years. Not many 
other teachers can say that they 
have taught through games, raps, 
songs, dance, rhymes, music, ICT, 
puzzles and competitions. 

It’s fair to say that since its 
inception, Loreto hasn’t had such a 
one-off as Susan Bean Uí Mhianáin; 

a hurl wielding, céilí dancing, song 
singing grammar queen whose 
kindness, empathy, wit and 
common sense ensured she was 
loved and appreciated by all. Never 
was a woman known to run up and 
down three flights of stairs a dozen 
times a day and still have a ‘Dia duit’
for all whom she encountered on 
the way! Ní bheidh a leithéid ann arís.
(We’ll never have her likes again!) 

It has been my very great honour 
and pleasure to have worked with 
and learned from Susan Bean Uí 
Mhianáin, the Legend. In time to 
come, may her fellow staff and the 
pupils of Coláiste Dhoire recognise 
how lucky they are to have such a 
jewel in their crown.
Beannachtaí Dé agus gach rath ort 
sa phost úr,

Ciara Bean Uí Mhaoláin
(A.K.A. Bean Uí Long Hair)
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Anniversary Gala Ball
RAISES FUNDS FOR LORETO COLLEGE 

BUILDING PROJECT

The Friends of Loreto College, a group representing 
parents of current students, current and retired 
members of staff, former students of the College, 
as well as parents of former students, held a special 
event on Saturday 14th March to raise funds for a very 
special project, which will greatly benefit current and 
future Loreto students.

Under the heading of: ‘Reuniting old friends, making 
new friends and developing connections’, the 
Loreto 85th Anniversary Gala Ball, on Saturday 14th 
March in The Tullyglass Hotel, Ballymena, was an 
opportunity for approximately 600 people with close 
connections to Loreto College- former students, 
parents of current and former students, and current 
and former members of staff- to come together to 
celebrate Loreto College and help raise funds for 
the College’s future.  The event, along with many 
generous donations received, exceeded all fundraising 
expectations, and will be of direct benefit in the 
regeneration of a very special and unique asset which 

has now been passed to the school - the beautiful 
Loreto Convent and Chapel building itself. Current 
pupils will benefit directly from the new facilities and 
the Anniversary Ball was an ideal opportunity to help 
with the cause.

The Anniversary Gala Ball included performances by 
the current Loreto College Traditional Group, Tieg 
Tara, and singer Cahir McLaughlin, showcasing the 
immense talent among current Loreto students.  
There was also a performance by the Glenullin Set 
Dancers, many of whom are current Loreto students, 
as well as an auction and a raffle, for which generous 
prizes had been donated by Friends of the College.  

Those wishing to contribute to the Friends of Loreto 
fundraising can still do so through contacting the 
College directly, either on 028 70343611 or by post 
c/o The Friends of Loreto, Castlerock Road, Coleraine 
BT51 3JZ.  Further details may also be found on the 
Friends of Loreto Facebook page. 

It is hoped that the regenerated Convent building will 
create spaces for pastoral care, learning support, 
quiet study and reflection as well, potentially, as two 
classrooms and perhaps a sixth form centre.  With 
the opportunity to restore a very special and historical 
building, which has tremendous sentimental value for 
everyone connected with the College, a memorable 
evening at the Anniversary Gala Ball heralds exciting 
times at Loreto College. 

FRIENDS OF LORETO

The Friends of Loreto, established in 2014, 

is a committee of like-minded past pupils and 

parents who want to maintain the Loreto ethos and 

academic excellence.

Past pupils are invited get in touch with the 

committee and let them know where you are now.  

The committee will be delighted to hear from anyone 

who has any ideas or would like to help Friends of 

Loreto. Anyone interested should ‘Like’ Friends of 

Loreto on Facebook or email the group on:  

friends@coleraine.demon.co.uk

Former student Mark Holloway, 
Vice Principal Miss Belinda Toner and Brenda Burns 

of the Friends of Loreto at the
Loreto College 85th Anniversary Gala Ball.

Fiona Clerkin-Mort, former student, with 
Sister Geraldine and Sister Philomena at the 
Loreto College 85th Anniversary Gala Ball.

The 1992-93 Loreto Head Girl Sue-Ann McKiernan 
and former Loreto Head Boy James McDaid at the 

Loreto College 85th Anniversary Gala Ball.

Former students from the Loreto Class of 2003 at the Loreto College 85th Anniversary Gala Ball.

Members of the Physics Department at the 
Loreto College 85th Anniversary Gala Ball: Mr Liam 

Otterson, Mrs Katrina Brolly, Mrs Maeve Close
and College Principal Mr Michael James.

T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  L O R E T O

LORETO COLLEGE
Voluntary Grammar School ,  Coleraine
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Former Loreto students 
Emma O’Donnell, 

Lauren Hatt and Eilish 
McAllister at the 

Loreto College 85th 
Anniversary Gala Ball.

The detailed plan for the regeneration of the Convent House 
on display at the Loreto College 85th Anniversary Gala Ball.

The Loreto Traditional Group, Tieg Tara, performing at the 
Loreto College 85th Anniversary Gala Ball.

The outline for the 
regeneration of the 

Convent House 
on display at the 

Loreto College 85th 
Anniversary Gala Ball.

The Glenullin Set Dancers, 
many of them current 

Loreto students, 
performing at the 
Loreto College 

85th Anniversary Gala Ball.

An Interview with Miss Toner
The Facebook and Twitter pages have become popular
with students, past pupils and technology savvy 
parents in this school year, but what about the PR 
side of the Friends of Loreto project? We arranged 
a meeting with Miss Toner (VP) to discuss facts and 
fundraising.

“The idea for ‘Friends of Loreto’ had been discussed 
among teachers and the PTA for about 3 years before 
it came to fruition in April 2014 and was put into action
in September of this school year,” Miss Toner began 
to tell us. “It is basically a group of people who want to
partake in fundraising and raise the profile of the school.”

“Friends of Loreto is a project comprising 
teachers, parents, past pupils, members of the 
business community and other like-minded 
people who are interested in maintaining the 
Loreto values.”
The school needed a supportive following of people 
that could help out in Loreto’s time of financial need, 
especially with upcoming plans for the rejuvenation of 
the convent. And so the LCC Ball was born.

“We wanted large scale publicity for the project,” 
Miss Toner says. “We wanted a high profile event 
that could raise a significant amount of money for the 
school.” 

The main purpose of the ball was “reuniting old 
friends, meeting new friends and building 
connections.” 

Hosted in the Tullyglass Hotel (Ballymena) in March, 
the Ball was a huge success, bringing together old 
and new pupils, teachers and interested investors 
in a night of food, music and dancing. With over 
550 people in attendance and a total amount of 
£38,000 raised, the Ball managed to exceed its high 
expectations. 

“The overall target for the convent project is to 
raise £100,000 over 3 years, so the Ball has truly 
jumpstarted our fundraising.”

The Ball is definitely not the last major event that 
Friends of Loreto will organise. 

“We want to try and get current 
students involved in an activity 
that involves the entire school,” 
she continues.  “We’re looking at 
organising a sponsored walk for 
the whole school. That hasn’t 

been done in a while.” 

Students currently at the convent (particularly juniors) 
will be the ones who benefit from the project, so it 
only seems right that they should get a chance to do 
their bit for the convent. 

Friends of Loreto has a large following on the internet, 
with over a thousand likes on Facebook and over 
600 followers on Twitter. Miss Toner tells us that she 
can take no credit for this part of the project, all of 
which goes to Mrs Little. But plans are being made to 
organise a database for alumni, to show proudly how 
past pupils have gone on to succeed in later life. 

“Plans for the convent mainly include the installation of 
3 new classrooms, a pastoral care/counselling centre 
and possibly opening it up to the community. We’re 
considering hosting an open morning in the convent 
for the public, so that some of the locals can see it 
since it’s right on their doorstep. Past pupils have 
expressed interest in coming back to see the convent, 
so we’re sure the turn out will be good.”

We asked about the sustainability of this project and 
how long into the future the project is estimated to last. 

“I am confident that the current committee will be able 
to keep it going for some time. We’re very impressed 
with the support we’ve been shown from the wider 
community who have recognised the school’s talent 
and we’re always confident in the support given by 
past pupils and parents. Hopefully the success we’ve 
had to date will continue for some time.”

To conclude, Miss Toner adds that she is happy with 
the progress the project has made, but there is still a 
lot of work to be done if the target of £100,000 is to 
be reached.

We look forward to the future plans of Friends of 
Loreto, and I encourage everyone reading this to get 
involved in any way they can!  

Niamh Wallace Year 13

T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  L O R E T O

LORETO COLLEGE
Voluntary Grammar School ,  Coleraine



22 23

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15 LoretoLore Mag. 14-15

The Friends of Loreto held an Open
Morning in Loreto College’s 
Convent House on Saturday 13th 
June, welcoming the Loreto Sisters, 
former students and staff, parents, 
neighbours and all those interested 
in seeing the College’s plans for the 
future. 

The Open Morning was an 
opportunity for Loreto College to 
share its plans for the Convent 
House, in which they hope to 
create a Pastoral and Learning 
Support Centre, and possibly 
three classrooms and a Sixth Form 
Centre.  This, of course, is subject 
to fundraising and the Friends of 
Loreto have organized a number of 
events to make this possible.  

The fundraising highlight of the 
current academic year was the 
Friends of Loreto 85th Anniversary 
Ball, held in March 2015.  After the 
summer break, a number of other 
events will be held, including a 
School Sponsored Walk, a 30km/
60km cycle, a golf tournament and 
the ‘Be A Friend of Loreto’ scheme,
whereby donors’ names will be 
inscribed on a plaque to be displayed
in the refurbished Convent House.

The Convent House Open Morning 
- which featured a vintage tea 
party, as well as a Mass celebrated 
in the College Chapel - was an 
opportunity to say thank you 
to all those who have already 
supported the Friends of Loreto, 
and to provide information about 
next year’s events.  On a beautiful, 
sunlit morning, fond memories 
were shared, friendships reignited 
and the feeing of excitement about 
a new era at Loreto College was 
palpable.  The Convent House was 
packed to capacity, and there was 
a strong sense of the affection and 
pride in which Loreto is held by its 
current and former students, staff 
and school families.  Among the 

LORETO COLLEGE 
Welcomes Visitors TO CONVENT OPEN MORNING

visitors was the current Derry Rose, 
Eimear Anderson (who left Loreto in 
2013), who will represent Co. Derry 
in the Rose of Tralee Pageant later 
this summer.  Eimear spoke with 
tremendous fondness of her seven 
years at Loreto and was delighted 
to be reunited with the College 
Principal, Mr Michael James, and 
the Loreto Sisters, as well as with 
many of her former teachers and 
classmates.

All those who attended were 
delighted to see the Convent 
House looking beautiful, and were 
enthusiastic about helping to raise 
funds for an exciting new stage in 
the life of Loreto College.

The Convent Parlour at Loreto awaiting visitors to the 
Convent House Open Morning.

Traditional Musicians performing 
at the Convent House 

Open Morning at Loreto College.

Rita Cunning, one of Loreto’s 
oldest surviving former students, 
thoroughly enjoyed her visit to the 

Convent Open Morning.

Former students Sarah and Francis McCaughan and 
their son Vincent, and Father Damien McCaughan 
enjoyed their visit to Loreto on the occasion of the 

Convent House Open Morning.
Year 8 students entertaining visitors to the Loreto 

Convent House Open Morning.

Members of the Loreto Community, 
Coleraine, pictured at the Loreto 
Convent Open Morning with 
Mr Michael James, College Principal 
and Vice Principals 
Miss Belinda Toner and 
Mr Stephen Gallagher.

Eimear Anderson, Derry Rose 
in the Rose of Tralee 2015 

and former student of 
Loreto College, pictured with 

Mr Michael James, College Principal 
and current Year 8 students.
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The report was published recently 
following a general inspection of 
the College in early February 2015. 
During the week-long inspection, 
Inspectors observed teaching and 
learning, scrutinised documentation, 
data and the pupils’ written work 
and held formal and informal 
discussions with pupils (individually 
and in groups), teachers and staff 
with specific responsibilities, as 
well as surveying staff and parents 
through an online questionnaire.

ETI provides overall findings of 
an inspection in three areas: 
Achievements and Standards, 
Provision and Leadership and 
Management. Loreto College was 
graded outstanding in Leadership 
and Management and ETI also 
found the pastoral provision in 
the school to be “outstanding”, 
describing it as “rooted firmly in 
the Loreto ethos and philosophy” 
and possessing a “commitment to 
developing pupils who are willing 
and able to play their part in the 
betterment of society”.  The report 
describes working relationships as 
“excellent at all levels”, commenting 
that staff are “highly committed 
to the care and well-being of the 
pupils within an inclusive, safe and 
supportive school community”.  It 
was noted that a particular feature 
of pastoral care at Loreto College 
is how effectively it is embedded in 
teaching and learning across the 
curriculum, extending beyond the 
well-designed pastoral programme.

LORETO COLLEGE celebrates Excellence 
FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF ETI REPORT

The Inspection report highlights 
the continued achievements of 
the students, with the percentage 
of pupils attaining seven or more 
GCSE grades at A*-C including 
GCSE English and Mathematics 
remaining well above the NI 
average for similar selective 
schools over the past three years. 
Likewise, in a similar time-frame, 
the percentage of pupils obtaining 
grades C or above in at least three 
A2 levels is consistently above the 
corresponding NI average. 

With the government’s current 
emphasis on literacy and numeracy 
it is pleasing to note that, across 
the curriculum, strong opportunities 
existed for development of 
Numeracy skills, whilst Literacy 
across the school was found to 
be “a particular strength”, with a 
“constant and effective focus on 
raising standards in writing, and 
in talking and listening across the 
curriculum”. The outcomes at GCE 
A level in English Language were 
found to be consistently above the 
average as were the outcomes 
in GCSE English Language and 
English Literature, with a year on 
year improvement. Outcomes 
in Mathematics and Additional 
Mathematics were also described 
as “above average”.

The Inspection report describes 
Loreto College’s students as “highly 
motivated, confident, ambitious 
and articulate.” The students are 
described as engaging well in their 
studies, setting effective targets 
and showing a respectful and 
sensitive approach to the needs of 
others.  The students’ behaviour 
is described as “exemplary”; 
the report enlarges on this with 
comments on the high expectations 
set both for and by students, 
and the excellence of the senior 

students as role models for their 
younger peers. The report found 
that students had access to up-
to-date information in assisting 
the making of appropriate careers 
decisions and commented 
that they “demonstrate a good 
understanding of the options open 
to them”, as well as acknowledging 
the partnering of the “taught 
programme” with “a range of 
career-related events”. 

Acknowledging the “outstanding” 
quality of leadership and 
management, the ETI report 
comments that “the senior 
leadership team provides sensitive 
and strategic leadership. Their 
collegial, inclusive approach to 
leading and managing significant 
change successfully inspires 
confidence and respect among 
the staff, pupils, parents and the 
wider community.” Meanwhile, 
the “middle leaders” at Head of 
Department or Head of Year level 
provide “effective leadership and 
management of their areas of 
responsibility”, and are “highly-
committed, enthusiastic about 
their role and demonstrate 
a commitment to the school 
improvement agenda.”

With the college demonstrating 
its capacity for sustained self-
improvement, and with words 
such as “excellent”, “exemplary”, 
“inclusivity” and “high self-esteem” 
emerging prominently throughout 
the Inspection Report, the overall 
conclusion was that the quality 
of education provided by Loreto 
College is “very good” and that the 
College is “very effectively” meeting 
the education and pastoral needs 
of its students. College Principal, Mr 
Michael James, commented that, 
with such a positive endorsement 
of the school, there is much to 

Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College Coleraine, 
has paid tribute to all the 
staff and students of Loreto 
College following the 
publication of an Inspection 
Report on the College by ETI.

Loreto College is celebrating 
coming ‘top of the class’ following 
a reception at Stormont at which 
Education Minister John O’Dowd 
congratulated schools which 
had been rated Very Good or 
Outstanding in ETI Inspections this 
year.  Schools and pre-schools 
across Northern Ireland that 
achieved very good or outstanding 
inspection reports from the 
Education and Training Inspectorate 
this year were awarded certificates 
at an event in Stormont to mark 
their achievement.

Loreto College was the only post-

primary school in the Coleraine area 
to be represented at the reception 
this year.  

Speaking at the reception, Minister 
O’Dowd said:  “Today’s event 
goes some way to recognising 
the wonderful work being done in 
schools day and daily to help our 
young people succeed in school, 
in work and as they go forward in 
their lives.  The role that schools 
play can never be underestimated 
and today I want to thank school 
governors, principals, teachers, 
teaching assistants, parents and the 
wider school community for their 

Pictured with Education Minister John O’Dowd are Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, along with 
Principals from Limavady Central Primary School, Dry Arch Children’s Centre and St Aidan’s Primary School.

LORETO COLLEGE ‘Top of the Class’
hard work, professionalism and 
commitment.

“Schools represented here today 
are delivering for all our children 
and young people including those 
with Special Educational Needs, 
from early years right through to 
Key Stage Four or post-sixteen 
study.  The schools here today 
are high performing and all have 
demonstrated strong leadership, 
which in turn fosters good teaching.  
They are an example to be followed 
and I congratulate them on reaching 
the top of the class.”

celebrate following its publication.  

Mr James paid tribute to his 
colleagues throughout the College, 
whether on the Senior Leadership 
Team, Heads of Department, Heads 
of Year, classroom teachers and 
ancillary staff, on this tremendous 

endorsement of their efforts 
throughout every week, term and 
year.  Mr James also paid tribute 
to the students of the College, 
who continue to give of their best, 
to aspire, and to embody the core 
Loreto values of Freedom, Joy, 
Justice, Sincerity and Truth.

The full inspection report may 
be read at the following link: 

http://www.etini.gov.uk/index/
inspection-reports/inspection-

reports-post-primary/inspection-
reports-post-primary-2015/

post-primary-inspection-loreto-
college-coleraine.pdf.  
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PRIZEGIVING AND AWARDS 2014-2015

LORETO COLLEGE celebrates Excellent
A LEVEL RESULTS

The Year 14 students of 2014 have 
had much to celebrate this week 
with the publication of their A Level 
results.

Commenting on the students’ 
results, Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, said:

‘I am delighted, once again, by the 
superb performances of our A Level 
pupils. They have maintained our 

very high standards with 100% of 
all students achieving two or more 
grades A*- E; 97% of all students 
achieving three or more grades A*- 
E and 80% of all students achieving 
three or more grades A*- C. 

‘Significantly, our students have 
increased the number of top grades 
achieved this year, with 41.5% of 
all grades A or A* and 74% of all 
grades achieved are grade B or 

better. Amongst our top performers, 
24 students attained the remarkable 
standard of 3 A grades or better.

Mr James added:
‘I would like to take this 
opportunity to commend the 
students and the teachers for 
their hard work and dedication 
throughout the past year. They 
all thoroughly deserve these 
wonderful results.’

Twenty four students from Loreto College scored three A grades or better. The students were: Conor Anderson, 
Christopher Bradley, Julia Brzozowska, Bronwen Butler, Caoimhe Cooke, Peter Devlin, Shane Donnelly, 

Niamh Dowdall, Adam Gellatly, Patrick Kerr, Edward Lane, Kevin Liken, Rosanna McAleese, Patrick McCloskey, 
Olivia McCullagh, Alice McGee, Cliodhna McIlvenny, Eilis McNamee, Ciara Morren, Fearghal O’Boyle, 

Nicole O’Hagan, Sorcha O’Hara, Roisin Parahoo and Karl Traynor.

The students and staff of Loreto 
College Coleraine have had much 
to celebrate as the College’s GCSE 
students achieved one of the best 
sets of results in the College’s 
impressive history.

Speaking on results day, Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College, 
commented:

‘I am thrilled by the outstanding 
performances of our GCSE pupils 

LORETO COLLEGE celebrates Exceptional  
GCSE RESULTS

this year. Their results represent 
one of the best ever sets of results 
achieved by the school, with 100% 
of all students achieving five or 
more grades A* - C; 99.2% of all 
students achieving seven or more 
grades A*- C, and 99.2% of all 
students achieving seven or more 
grades A*- C, including English and 
Mathematics. 

‘Our students have performed 
exceptionally well in the top grades 

Twenty-eight students scored 9 A grades or better.  They were: Elaine Boyle, Connor Boyle, James Breslin, 
Danielle Dempsey, Connor Doherty, Shannon Donaghy, Ryan Florida-James, Rhianna Gardiner, Siofra Gillan, 

James Gillen, Niall Hunter, Ryan Kane, Rachel Kelly, Saachi Khullar, Thomas Magee, Carla McErlean, 
Eimear McKeown, Christine McNally, Aine McNamee, Lauren McNicholl, Ciaran McNicholl, Jack O’Doherty, 

Ola Owolabi, Conor Pauling, Janosch Railton, Peter Rogan, Ellen Tracey and Rachel Wilkinson. 

achieved this year, with 56.5% of 
all grades achieved being A or A*.  
89.2% of all grades achieved are 
grade B or better and 49.2% of our 
students have gained 6 A grades or 
better. 

‘The students and their teachers 
deserve great credit for their hard 
work and dedication throughout the 
past two years and I am delighted 
to congratulate them all on such a 
wonderful set of results.’
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The annual Senior Prizegiving took 
place at Loreto College Coleraine 
on the evening of Wednesday 17th 
September 2014.  The Prizegiving 
rewards the academic excellence 
and commitment to extra-curricular 
activities and spiritual enrichment 
among the College’s Senior 
students.

The Guest Speaker was Mrs 
Brenda Burns, a former student 
of the College.  Mrs Burns, having 
studied at the University of Ulster, 
quickly made a successful career in 
the area of Property Development.  
Following this with the urge to use 
her skills to make an impact in the 
area of social justice, she took up 
a high level post in the Office of 
the First and Deputy First Minister, 
leading urban regeneration in 
deprived areas of Belfast.  Mrs 
Burns talked with conviction and 
genuine emotion about her time 
at Loreto College, the friendships 
forged and the lessons learned both 
within and beyond the classroom.  
Urging the students to make the 
very most of their years in education 
and to develop themselves in 
every possible way to meet the 
demands of a tough, competitive 
world of work, Mrs Burns spoke 
memorable words about ‘dreaming 
big’ and using all one’s efforts and 
enthusiasm to make these dreams 

SENIOR PRIZEGIVING Rewards 
COMMITMENT, SPIRITUALITY AND EXCELLENCE 

AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

a reality.  Mrs Burns also provided 
invaluable, practical advice for 
students in terms of qualities and 
life experience to set alongside 
academic qualifications in seeking 
employment in a competitive 
marketplace, assuring them that 
Loreto College offered the best 
possible opportunities for them to 
do so.

Mrs Burns’ speech, received with 
tremendous applause, was followed 
by an address by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College.  
Addressing a packed College Hall, 
Mr James said:

‘Ladies and gentlemen, boys and 
girls, governors and invited guests 
I am delighted to welcome you 
all to our Senior Prizegiving at the 
end of yet another very busy and 
successful year for the College. 
Life in school seems to be getting 
more and more hectic - whether 
it is introducing a new curriculum, 
dealing with changes to the 
examination systems, rehearsing 
for shows, going on trips or 
participating in another competition 
- there is always something else.  In 
addition to all of these, this coming 
academic year begins with the 
prospect of even more challenges 
ahead. You will all, I’m sure, be 
aware of the proposals brought 
forward by the Catholic Trustees 
regarding the development of 
Catholic education in the wider 
Coleraine area. And I would like to 
take a little time to speak to you 
about these proposals and the 
place of Loreto College in these 
changes, now and in the future.

‘The proposals, as announced 
on 25 May this year, envisage the 
closure of St Joseph’s College, 
accompanied by the expansion of 

both Loreto College and Dominican 
College, with Dominican College 
following our lead and moving away 
from academic selection, all be it in 
a phased manner. The proposals 
also envisage capital spending 
programmes to update the current 
accommodation in both schools 
and identify the need for planned 
transitional arrangements. An initial 
consultation has been held and the 
results of this are with the Trustees. 
If they decide to proceed, then there 
will be a further public consultation, 
before the proposals are put before 
the Minister of Education. For our 
current students and their parents, 
as well as prospective students 
and their parents, no doubt, these 
proposals have raised questions 
and created a level of anxiety and 
uncertainty. The challenge for us, in 
Loreto, is to successfully navigate 
these changes, whilst maintaining 
the highest educational standards.

‘In this respect it has often been 
said to me “if it ain’t broke don’t 
fix it.” And certainly, as with any 
change, there is always the initial 
question, “Why do we have to 
change?” Well I suppose the 
reality of the current situation in 
Northern Ireland is that there are 
too many schools for the numbers 
of pupils and for a number of 
years now, given the state of 
public finances, the whole school 
estate has required rationalisation. 
The Department of Education is 
currently engaged in developing 
sustainable schools for the 21st 
century and Loreto College is not 
immune to this. The Post-Primary 
review team, on behalf of the 
Catholic Trustees, has looked at 
this over the last six years and put 
together a set of plans to produce 
sustainable Catholic Education 
across Northern Ireland. The 

proposals announced in May were 
the culmination of their work in this 
area and the Trustees have given 
our school a vote of confidence 
by putting it at the centre of 
developments in the Coleraine area.

‘In fact, in the case of Loreto 
College, the Trustees are not 
saying that they think it is broke 
and needs fixing. Far from it- they 
are actually saying that they believe 
we are doing such a good job, that 
we should reach out and include a 
wider audience, so that many more 
students will be able to profit from 
a Loreto Education. As I mentioned 
previously, this is a very positive 
endorsement of the school and the 
quality of education it provides. The 
challenge the Catholic Trustees are 
setting us is to take what we are 
currently doing with 800 students 
and to do it with 1100. This, of 
course, will be a challenge and 
some people question whether or 
not we can maintain our ethos, 
our standards of discipline or our 
academic achievements. I firmly 
believe we can and will.

‘However, rationalisation of the 
school estate apart, the proposal 
is really the natural and logical 
outworking of our move away from 
academic selection. With a wider 
ability intake requiring a broader 
curriculum offer, an increased 
enrolment number will enable 
us to provide such a curriculum 
and so meet the needs of all our 
future students. Our students will 
be able to avail of an educational 
and career pathway that takes 
them along a purely academic 
route, or a vocational route or a 
mixture of both. And no matter 
which pathway is chosen the core 
themes of spirituality and excellence 
will permeate all. By educating 
the individual, each person will 
be allowed to achieve excellence 
according to their own potential. 
An increased enrolment not only 
allows us to provide the appropriate 
curriculum, significantly it enables 

us to maintain our wide catchment 
area, with places available for 
students from or outlying country 
areas as well as catering for 
students from our local schools.

‘Obviously the proposals will mean 
changes for Loreto and with the 
proposed closure of St Joseph’s 
College, we must plan, in our 
expanded school, to incorporate 
any of these students who may 
wish to continue their education 
at Loreto. Currently, under the 
auspices of CALP, this is already 
happening on a small scale at Post 
16, with St Joseph’s students 
joining in Biology, Mathematics, 
Technology, Art and Geography 
classes; whilst Loreto students 
are currently accessing Health & 
Social Care, Moving Images or 
Sports Science at St Joseph’s. 
By bringing all students on to 
the same campus, they will have 
ready access to a wider curriculum 
offer, including academic subjects 
alongside vocational subjects. 
Students who wish to follow an 
academic pathway will be able to 
flourish as they traditionally would 
have done at Loreto and pupils 
who follow a vocational pathway 
will also flourish, as they traditionally 
would have done at St Joseph’s. 
Combining the undoubted expertise 
of both schools will allow pupils to 
have access to excellent teaching 
in all areas of the curriculum. The 
challenge for everyone involved 
is to plan for and manage the 
assimilation of pupils and staff in a 
way that minimises disruption to the 
learning of all students - current and 
future. 

‘Change can be unsettling and, 
in the midst of all these proposed 
changes, our focus must clearly be 
on the pupils and on the teaching 
and learning that goes on in the 
classroom- the focus for all that 
we do in school. And although 
the announced time frame for the 
proposals seems rapid, the reality 
is that these changes will evolve 

and develop in a structured and 
a planned way and filter through 
over a number of years. As I have 
already mentioned, at Post 16 we 
are already operating a number 
of shared classes and this shared 
provision will increase. Using our 
experience from working with St 
Joseph’s in delivering these shared 
subjects, we will build on what we 
know works and we will introduce 
incremental curriculum changes that 
benefit all students. 

In many ways, there will be limited 
impact on our current senior pupils 
- those here tonight.  Y11 and Y12 
students will be able to access a 
greater range of subjects when 
they move to AS Level, but they 
will still be able to follow the current 
options, with the same teachers, 
if they choose to do so. These 
teachers will still have the same 
high expectations for academic 
performances, for uniform and for 
behaviour and we will retain our 
very high standards, with students 
still experiencing our distinctive 
Loreto ethos. We are thankful 
that the current proposals seek to 
preserve and maintain this ethos by 
developing a single Loreto school 
on the current site.  However, it 
would be foolish and complacent to 
take any of this for granted and so 
the school has been planning and 
preparing for these changes over 
the last number of years. Our move 
away from academic selection was 
the first step on the path to greater 
inclusion, as envisaged by the 
Loreto Trustees. Having welcomed 
a second cohort and completed 
our first year with an intake, who 
were not academically selected, I 
am confident that these students 
are truly Loreto students, sharing 
in our values and ethos, with high 
expectations and standards. As 
we move forward the proposals for 
expansion will enable us to develop 
a suitable curriculum provision to 
allow each of these students to 
match these expectations with 
performance and achievement. 
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‘I have every confidence that we 
can rise to the challenges and 
seize the opportunities that the 
proposed changes present. We 
will continue to offer a wide variety 
of opportunities and a first class 
education to all the pupils who 
come to us and we will continue to 
do so within the ethos and value 
system that has inspired countless 
generations of Loreto students. 
Loreto education is value driven and 
as a Loreto school the values of 
LOVE, JOY, SINCERITY, JUSTICE 
and TRUTH are at the core of 
everything we do. Next year we 
celebrate the 85th anniversary of 
Loreto College in Coleraine and 
we are very proud of our Loreto 
tradition. However we also have a 
strong conviction that our Loreto 
identity is not something static that 
is locked in the past or in bricks and 
mortar. It is a dynamic reality that 
requires us to respond creatively 
to the changing needs of the time. 
So that although “it ain’t broke 
and it doesn’t need fixed”, we as 
educators are aware that if we are 
going to continue to deliver a first 
class education for all our students, 
we will need to grow and evolve 
by developing a curriculum and 
school that meet the needs of all 
our current and future students. By 
building on the excellent traditions 
and successes of Loreto, we can 
ensure that the school that evolves 
will be one where all students can 
be content and successful. 

‘Of course, in today’s highly 
competitive world, academic 
achievement and performance 
remains significant and that is why 
we take time today to celebrate 
the achievements of students who 
have excelled in some way in this 
current academic year. It is very 
important that we, as a community, 
have this opportunity to celebrate 
and take pride in the achievements 
of our students over the last year. 
I congratulate and commend all 
our students for their diligence and 

hard work throughout the year 
and, in particular, for the summer 
examinations.  

‘I am, once again, delighted by 
our students’ performances in 
the recent public examinations - 
the record numbers of students 
receiving prizes tonight bears 
testimony to this. In recent years 
our results have consistently 
placed us among the top Grammar 
Schools and, in the key criteria of 
3+A levels at grades A-C, where the 
NI grammar average was 76.5%,  
we have maintained our very high 
standards with 80% of all students 
achieving three or more grades A*- 
C. 100% of all students achieved 
two or more grades A*- E, with 97% 
of all students achieving three or 
more grades A*- E. Significantly, 
our students have increased the 
number of top grades achieved this 
year, with 41.5% of all grades A or 
A* and 74% of all grades achieved 
being grade B or better. Amongst 
our top performers, 24 students 
attained the remarkable standard 
of 3 A grades or better. The results 
of our GCSE students represent 
one of the best ever sets of results 
achieved by the school, with 100% 
of all students achieving five or 
more grades A*- C; 99.2% of all 
students achieving seven or more 
grades A*- C  including English 
and Mathematics. Our students 
also performed exceptionally well 
in the top grades achieved this 
year, with 56.5% of all grades 
achieved being A or A* and 89.2% 
of all grades achieved are grade 
B or better. A staggering 49.2% 
of GCSE students gained 6 A 
grades or better. These results are 
amongst the best ever achieved by 
the school and I congratulate the 
students and their teachers for their 
hard work and dedication. 

‘On an individual level Danielle 
O’Neill was placed second in 
CCEA’s A Level Geography 
qualification, whilst three students, 

Ronan McCarry, Joseph McNerlin 
and Brega Mullan were placed 1st, 
2nd and 3rd respectively in GCSE 
Economics. These results highlight 
a succession of similar results for 
these departments over the years 
and I commend the teachers for 
their outstanding efforts.

‘However, school life is not only 
about academic success, it is 
also about developing our young 
people socially, emotionally and 
physically whether that is on the 
sports fields, creating works of 
art, acting on stage, developing 
culinary talents or playing a musical 
instrument. We all have unique gifts 
and talents and everyone can excel 
at something. As ever, I am thrilled 
with participation in the whole life of 
the College.  The involvement of our 
students in all of our extracurricular 
activities brings a great richness 
and diversity to the school and 
there are so many activities, clubs 
and competitions available. 

‘It is rewarding to witness the 
enjoyment and friendships our 
pupils get out of these, not to 
mention the numerous successes.  
This year, again, has been hugely 
successful in a range of areas. 
Who can forget the fantastic sell-
out performances of Phantom of 
the Opera, with Hal McGonigle 
magnificent in the lead role? We 
may say it after each show, but 
there was definitely a consensus 
that this was the best show ever 
and will be a hard act to top for 
Mrs McEwan and her team. The 
wonderful musical and singing 
talents of our students were aptly 
show cased at the Christmas and 
Spring Concerts as well as at the 
Mass in honour of the departing 
Loreto Sisters. Ben Levy gained a 
distinction in Classical Singing as 
well as producing and directing his 
own show at the Riverside Theatre. 
Look out Andrew Lloyd Webber! 
The Y11 Ensemble won at the 
Ballymena Festival and the school 

orchestra was able to showcase its 
abundant musical talents at various 
events. Again thanks to the music 
department for rehearsing and 
producing these programmes. 

‘Then there were the heroic efforts 
of the Junior Cross-country teams 
who won at District, Ulster and 
All-Ireland levels, with the junior 
girls’ team becoming All Ireland 
Champions and Abigail Mc Broom 
going on to represent Ireland. 
Congratulations and thanks to Mr 
Cunning for all his effort in preparing 
the teams. Many of these runners 
also went on to win medals in the 
NEBBSA athletics finals. Following 
our Ulster title success last year, the 
football teams moved up a division 
and all teams acquitted themselves 
well, qualifying to the quarter or 
semi-final stages. Our Senior hurlers 
had also moved up and found 
life in the top flight a little more 
competitive, although our junior 
hurlers secured another Ulster Title, 
winning the Brother Mallon cup. 
Congratulations to Mr Boyle for all 
his fantastic work over the last few 
years. In Ulster Colleges’ Camogie 
we saw similar commitment from 
Loreto teams, with our Senior 
Team also promoted to the 
top flight. Although winning no 
silverware this year, the teams all 
competed successfully and laid 
down markers for the coming years. 
Congratulations to Nicole O’Neill 
in Y14 who won a camogie all-star 
for her performances throughout 
the year and to a group of senior 
students who gained their camogie 
coaching awards. In soccer, five 
teams competed in the Coleraine 
and District Leagues with all teams 
progressing to the semi-finals and 
two teams narrowly losing out in 
finals.  We gained minor NEBBSA 
Basketball and Netball titles and at 
intermediate level came first and 
second in the Coleraine and District 
League. Mrs McCullogh established 
the Causeway Paralympic Super 
Six club, providing coaching for 

local pupils, who have a physical 
disability. With so many successes 
over so many different sports, it is 
not surprising that we were named 
School of the Year in the council’s 
annual Sports Awards.

‘Away from sport, four Y11 Irish 
students were placed joint first in 
the regional heat of the Gael Linn 
senior quiz and Eve Gardiner was 
placed second in the Gael Linn 
Abair public speaking competition. 
Conor O’Neill and Rebecca 
Dillon gained 3rd and 1st place 
respectively in the Coleraine 
Borough Council Public Speaking 
Competition.  Caitlin Richardson 
had her outstanding GCSE work 
selected for the True Colours 
exhibition in Belfast and Tara 
Mc Larnon won the Rotary Club 
Young Chef competition. Four Y13 
students were runners up in the 
Target Two Point Zero Bank of 
England challenge in Manchester, 
continuing a long tradition of 
success in this competition. 
Tiarnach Kelly gained a Millennium 
Volunteer award for completing 
200 hours of voluntary work in her 
community and, not satisfied that 
she was doing enough to support 
her community, she stood for, 
and was elected to the Northern 
Ireland Youth Parliament. In a new 
departure for the school, a group 
of Y11 students was successful 
in reaching the regional final of an 
App Design Challenge, working 
alongside digital entrepreneurs 
to develop the Apps for possible 
commercial use.

‘Thirty Y9 students had another 
very successful Ski Trip to 
Switzerland, whilst the History 
and RE departments had equally 
successful trips to Berlin and Rome. 
Our on-going Spanish exchange 
saw several students travel to Spain 
to help learn Spanish, and their 
Spanish hosts are currently enjoying 
the hospitality of our students at 
a ceili on their final night before 
heading home. 

‘This summary gives only a flavour 
of all the successes throughout the 
year and apologies if I have missed 
anyone out. 

‘As a school we are extremely 
proud of our students and their 
achievements and successes. 
However we are even more proud 
of how they use their talents and 
abilities to help others.  One of the 
ways in which they contribute to 
this in school is their generosity in 
supporting the school’s designated 
charities and by contributing to our 
charities they are supporting those 
less fortunate than themselves. As 
a school this year we have raised 
over £20 000 for many charities, 
including Trocaire, Action MS 
and Praxis, as well as our own 
Loreto missions and I congratulate 
everyone on such a wonderful 
total. Several Y14 students also 
travelled as helpers to Lourdes, 
whilst others participated in the 
Habitat for Humanity program, 
volunteering their services to 
help build homes in developing 
countries. This year we have also 
been impressed and humbled by 
the individual efforts of some of 
our pupils, who have given of their 
time to raise money to support their 
fellow GCSE pupil Anna McAllister 
through her illness. They have held 
bun sales, completed a Colour Run, 
participated in various sponsored 
walks and even completed a 
parachute jump - with plans for 
more in the future. For me the 
friendship and loyalty these young 
people have shown in this regard 
surpass the wonderful results they 
achieved at GCSE. They have 
truly shown the spirit and ethos of 
Loreto. 

‘Every school year brings its 
challenges and this year was no 
different. Each day in assembly we 
prayed for staff and pupils as well as 
our extended family and friends who 
were and who remain seriously ill. 
We think particularly of Mr Rice, Mr 
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Weir, Anna Mc Allister and Lauren 
Monaghan, who are all battling 
difficult illnesses. We continue to 
wish them well and pray that they 
may find strength and healing. 
We remember the loss of family 
members and friends and again 
we hold them in our thoughts and 
prayers. In particular we remember 
Mr Seamus Marron, father of Mrs 
Doherty (English teacher) who died 
suddenly yesterday.

‘This year also saw the Loreto 
sisters leave the Convent House 
after 84 years and, although they 
are no longer physically within 
the convent house, they remain 
our inspiration spiritually and 
educationally. We were shocked 
and saddened by their departure 
and, although we miss their 
constant presence in the school 
grounds, we are happy that they 
have found a house very nearby 
and that they remain a vital part of 
our school community. 

‘As we celebrate the 85th 
Anniversary next year we have 
launched the “Friends of Loreto”, 
a combination of past pupils, past 
teachers and current parents and 
teachers, seeking to help raise 
our profile and to help with some 
much needed fund raising. As 
their first venture, the “Friends of 
Loreto” are organising an 85th 
Anniversary Spring Ball to be held 
in the Tullyglass Hotel on Saturday 
14th March next year- save the 
date for your diary now and spread 
the word. For those of you who are 
in to social media, you can follow 
“Friends of Loreto” on Facebook 
and Twitter and obviously you will 
be able to obtain details of the 
Spring Ball and how to book your 
tickets. Whilst on the subject of 
fund-raising, I would like to take this 
opportunity to promote the school 
magazine. At a cost of £5, it is a 
wonderful publication chronicling 
the events of the past year. In order 
for us to break even we need to 
sell all the copies printed, which 

means that every family in the 
school really needs to purchase a 
copy. We would really appreciate 
your support in this. They are 
available for sale tonight and I would 
encourage everyone, particularly our 
Y14 leavers to purchase a copy.

‘Finally, I would like to pay tribute to 
the professionalism and dedication 
of the Loreto teaching staff. I have 
no doubt that there is no finer 
body of teachers in any school. 
They really do go that extra mile 
and push the boundaries in the 
interests of our students. I feel 
proud and honoured to have them 
as colleagues and as friends. I am 
confident that they provide a truly 
outstanding level of service and 
on your behalf I thank them and 
commend them to you.

‘Thanks also to our visiting Priests 
and the Religious Education 
Department for the time and effort 
they put into organising the liturgies, 
retreats and seminars throughout 
the year. In particular I would 
highlight the Mass celebrating the 
contribution of the Loreto Sisters. 
It was a wonderfully uplifting and 
enriching event. As a whole school 
we provided the remaining four 
Sisters with wonderful memories as 
they bade farewell to the Convent 
House. The Loreto Community both 
here in Coleraine and further afield 
plays a vital role for us as a school. 
Their prayers and support this 
year and every year are a valuable 
source of strength and I thank them 
for this.

‘Our support staff also play a vitally 
important role, working quietly in 
the background to maintain the 
quality of services, buildings and 
grounds. Without their continued 
help and support Loreto would 
be a lesser school. My thanks to: 
Mrs McDonnell, the Librarian; Mrs 
West our Senior Study Supervisor, 
Mr Lynn, the Bursar and Mrs 
McGuckian, the Bursar’s assistant; 
Mrs Dougan, my own secretary; 

Miss Stewart, Office Manager; 
Mr Otterson, Senior Technician 
on behalf of all the technicians; 
Mrs Johnston on behalf of all the 
Classroom Assistants; Mr Johnson 
covering for Mr Weir our Caretaker; 
Mr Turner, Groundsman and Miss 
McCann, Head Cook on behalf of 
all the canteen staff.  

‘My thanks also to our Governors, 
some of whom are present this 
evening.  The Governors give 
generously of their time and 
expertise in making the many 
important and often onerous 
decisions in the best interests of the 
College and its students. I have no 
doubt over the coming year I will be 
calling on their combined wisdom 
as we face the challenges ahead.

‘As a school we have always 
enjoyed the support of our parents 
and we recognise that this support 
is vital for the success of our pupils 
and the school. We all have a role 
to play in the on-going development 
of our young people and I sincerely 
thank you for all you do to help us 
be successful.

‘Finally my thanks to you, the pupils, 
for your cooperation and courtesy 
throughout the year. This is your 
school and you are what make it 
so wonderful - I cannot thank you 
enough for your polite and pleasant 
manner. You are the future leaders 
of your generation and you are all 
important members of our school. 
We greatly appreciate your own 
special talents and qualities and 
thank you all for making our school 
so special.

Thank you.’

The prizes were distributed as follows,
presented by Guest Speaker Mrs 
Brenda Burns, by College Principal 
Mr Michael James, and by various 
Heads of Department, Year 
Heads and Co-ordinators of Extra 
Curricular Activities from among the 
College’s teaching staff:

 Year 14 Academic Awards
 Conor Anderson Niamh Dowdall Olivia McCullagh Sorcha O’Hara
 Ruth Bleakley Adam Gellatly Alice McGee Roisin Parahoo
 Christopher Bradley Megan Hasson Cliodhna McIlvenny Hannah Quinn
 Julia Brzozowska Patrick Kerr Brendan McKillop Laura Rafferty
 Bronwen Butler Edward Lane Eilis McNamee Luke Roantree
 Caoimhe Cooke Ben Levy Ciara Morren Karl Traynor
 Peter Devlin Kevin Liken Anna Nelis 
 Caolan Dillon Rosanna McAleese Fearghal O’Boyle 
 Shane Donnelly Patrick McCloskey Nicole O’Hagan 

 Year 13 Academic Awards
 Mairead Carey Jordan Kelly Meadhbh McReynolds Brega Mullan
 Cliodhna Devlin Annie McBride Geraldine Mellon Caolan O’Neill
 Ciara Dinsmore Joseph McNerlin Ellen Moloney Conor O’Neill
 Ronan Eaton   

 Year 12 Academic Awards
 Oran Barton Ryan Florida-James Carla McErlean Jack O’Doherty
 Ursula Black Rhianna Gardiner Medbh McIlvenny Conor O’Kane
 Antonia Boorman Siofra Gillan Eimear McKeown Olaoluwatofunmi Owolabi
 Connor Boyle James Gillen Shay McLaughlin Yasmin Parahoo
 Elaine Boyle Niall Hunter Christine McNally Conor Pauling
 Emmett Boyle Dylan Johnston Aine McNamee Orla Rafferty
 James Breslin Oonagh Jordan Ciaran McNicholl Janosch Railton
 Niamh Connolly Ryan Kane Lauren McNicholl Daniel Roantree
 Nicole Cosgrove Rachel Kelly Shannon McWilliams Peter Rogan
 Rachael Crawford Saachi Khullar  Una Mellon Caite Skelly
 Danielle Dempsey Christy Laverty Therese Mullaghan Ellen Tracey
 Amy Doherty Thomas Magee John Mullan Niamh Wallace
 Connor Doherty Sinead McAtamney Sean Mullan Daniel White
 Shannon Donaghy Susan McBride Olivia Neeson Rachel Wilkinson
 Megan Downey Paul McCrystal Jessica O’Brien 

 Year 11 Academic Awards
 Naomi Anderson Aoife Keane Katherine McMullan Sean Quinn
 Connie Baxter-Mulvenna Darcey Kelly Emily Moore Eliza Richardson
 Kate Bradley Maggie McBride Daire Mullan Orlagh Toner
 Niamh Carlin Cormac McCarry Aidan O’Boyle Oliwia Widuto
 Aoife Carr Niamh McElhinney Cariosa O’Harte 
 Conor Craig Cain McKendry Lauren O’Kane 
 Emma Crossley Kate McLaughlin John Joe O’Neill 

 Year 11 Diligence 11A Emmett Brolly Year 11 Co-operation  11A Cariosa O’Harte
   11B Eoin Canning & Leadership 11B Carla Doherty
  11C Mollie Maguire  11C Oran Bradley 
  11D Caitlin Cosgrove  11D Bronagh McNicholl 
  11E Emily Cameron  11E Aidan Boyle

 Year 12 Diligence 12A Amy Doherty Year 12 Co-operation  12A Cara Doherty
   12B Paul McCrystal & Leadership 12B Rachael Crawford
  12C Michael Coyle  12C Ellen Tracey
  12D Daniel Catterson  12D Eimear McKeown
  12E Alana O’Donovan  12E Niall Hunter
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Other Awards

1 The Patricia McDermott Memorial Trophy for achievement in GCSE English:   Shannon Donaghy

2 The Macaulay, O’Neill & Martin Perpetual Cup for achievement in GCSE Mathematics:   Dylan Johnston

3 The BKS Perpetual Trophy for contribution to A Level Geography:   Bronwen Butler

4 The AVX Computer Awards for achievement in ICT:   A Level - Anna Nelis     GCSE - Elaine Boyle

5 The Stanleigh Cup for achievement in Music:   Ben Levy

6 The McGeown Cup for outstanding achievement in A-Level Economics:   Rosanna McAleese

7 The Ryan McCloskey Memorial Cup for most improved student in Economics:   Zoe McWilliams

8 The N & N Trophies’ Cup for achievement in A-Level Art and Design:   Bronwen Butler

9 The Michael Clarke Memorial Cup for achievement in Drama presented by Yr14 students 2002-2003:    

 Rosanna McAleese

10 The Bank of Ireland Trophy for achievement in A Level Home Economics:   Ellen Thompson   

11 The Dankse Bank Award for achievement in A-Level Physics:   Christopher Bradley

 The following awards are for outstanding achievement in individual subjects:
12 The Physical Sciences Award:   Adam Gellatly 

13 A-Level Chemistry:   Peter Devlin

14 A-Level Biology:   Adam Gellatly

15 A-Level Government and Politics:   Patrick McCloskey

16 A-Level History:   Rosanna McAleese

17 A-Level Religious Education:   Sorcha O’Hara

18 A-Level Mathematics:   Shane Donnelly

19 A-Level English Language:   Cliodhna McIlvenny

20 A-Level English Literature:   Patrick McCloskey

21 A-Level Spanish:   David Devlin

22 A-Level French:   Ben Levy

23 A-Level Design and Technology:   Dean O’Kane

24 Sports Captains 2013-2014:   Markus Condren, Patrick Kerr, Eilis McNamee, Nicole O’Neill

25 Sports Person of the Year, recipient of the Louise McLaughlin Trophy for outstanding contribution to Sporting  

 Life of the College:   Eilish McNamee, Nicole O’Neill  

26 The Mother Rose Cup for best Female Athlete in Year 11:   Aoife Carr

27 Award for best Male Athlete in Year 11:   Christopher Doherty

28 Award for outstanding achievement representing the College in sport at National Level:   Nicole O’Neill

29 Nolan Cup Player of the Year:   Oisin Quinn

30 Award for the best article in School Magazine:   Caolan O’Neill  

31 For Full Attendance in 2013 - 2014 academic year: 

 Aoife Keane James Gillen Conor Rafferty Joseph McNerlin

 Cormac McCarry Ryan Kane Peter Rogan Conor O’Neill

 Tara McLarnon Rachel Kelly Ellen Tracey Simon Purvis

 Cariosa O’Harte Conor McFeely Rachel Wilkinson Claire Rafferty

 Nicole Cosgrove Eimear McKeown Cillian Butler Ruairi Sweeney

 Michael Coyle Mark McKillen Mairead Carey Jill Hassan

 Danielle Dempsey Stephen  McLaughlin Daniel Connolly Ben Levy

 Connor Doherty Ciaran McNicholl Eimear Dillon Rachel O’Kane

 Shannon Donaghy Jack O’Doherty Joshua Dinsmore Brendan McKillop

 Megan Downey Olaoluwatofunmi Owolabi Louise Hickey Eoin McKillop

 Ryan Florida-James Yasmin Parahoo Lucas Levy 

 100% Attendance over 7 Years 2007-2014:  Brendan McKillop & Eoin McKillop
Year 14 students who won Academic Awards for success in their A Level Examinations at 

Loreto College’s Senior Prizegiving, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Senior Prefects 2013-2014

Ruth Bleakley Hannah McDonald Laura Rafferty Patrick Kerr
Julia Brzozowska Naomi McDowell Bronagh Reid Edward Lane
Caoimhe Cooke Cliodhna McIlvenny Ellen Thompson Ciaran Logue
Therese Corrigan Eilis McNamee Christopher Bradley Patrick McCloskey
Kirsty Crawford Ciara Morren Aidan Brankin Damian McGrath
Niamh Dowdall Karla O’Boyle Christopher Carson Pearse McIntyre
Katie Dysart Nicole O’Hagan Markus Condren Brendan McKillop
Aoibheann Gillan Sorcha O’Hara David Devlin Eoin McKillop
Kirstin Ingram Rachel O’Kane Peter Devlin Ruairi McPoland
Katie Law Nicole O’Neill Shane Donnelly Jack Reid
Chloe McAlary Adeoluwa Owolabi James Downey Donald Turner
Saryah McCrossan Roisin Parahoo Mark Gormley 
Olivia McCullagh Hannah Quinn Fergus Kelly 

 Special Awards
 The Teresa Ball Trophy for Commitment and Spirit:  Eilis McNamee
 The Kathleen Toner Memorial Cup:  Ben Levy & Caoimhe Cooke
 The Ciara McLaughlin Memorial Cup:  Damian McGrath
 For outstanding contribution to the Loreto Ethos in GCSE years:  Shannon Donaghy
 For outstanding contribution to the Loreto Ethos in A Level years:  Ruairi McPoland

 Deputy Head Boy Deputy Head Girl Head Boy Head Girl

 Ben Levy Alice McGee Conor Anderson Rosanna McAleese

To conclude the evening, the Head Boy and Head Girl of 2013-14, Conor Anderson and Rosanna McAleese, presented
speeches of reminiscence and inspiration, reflecting on their seven years at Loreto College.  The current Head Girl 
and Head Boy, Rebecca-Jayne McKillen and Conor O’Neill, presented a token of appreciation to Mrs Brenda Burns,
the Guest Speaker, and the evening of celebration concluded with a light supper in the College Canteen.
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Loreto College students who won Individual Subject Awards for outstanding achievement in their
A Level Examinations, pictured at the Senior Prizegiving ceremony.

Loreto College Year 13 students who won Academic Awards for outstanding performance at AS Level.

Loreto College Year 12 students who won Academic Awards for outstanding performance at GCSE, 
with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Loreto College Year 11 students who won Academic Awards for outstanding academic performance, 
with College Principal Mr Michael James

Students who won Special Awards for commitment and contribution to the life of Loreto College at the annual Senior 
Prizegiving: Caoimhe Cooke, Ben Levy, Nicole O’Neill, Eilis McNamee, Ruairi McPoland and Shannon Donaghy.
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Loreto College’s 2013-14 Head Girl, 
Rosanna McAleese, and Head Boy, Conor Anderson, 
who spoke at the College’s annual Senior Prizegiving.

Brothers Eoin and Brendan McKillop, who received a 
Special Award for Seven Years’ Complete Attendance 

at the annual Loreto College Senior Prizegiving

The Year 12 Vocal Ensemble, who performed a medley from 
Les Miserables at Loreto College’s annual Senior Prizegiving

EXAMINATION Accolade  FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Loreto College students Dylan 
Johnston and Shannon Donaghy, 
who received the College Awards 

for GCSE Mathematics and English 
at the annual Senior Prizegiving

Year 12 students from Loreto College who won Awards for Diligence 
and Co-operation and Leadership at the College’s annual 

Senior Prizegiving, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 11 students from Loreto 
College who won Awards for 
Diligence and Co-operation and 
Leadership at the College’s annual 
Senior Prizegiving, with College 
Principal Mr Michael James.

Three students from Loreto College Coleraine have been recognised among the very top students achieving A* 
grades in the Summer 2014 CCEA GCSE and GCE A level examinations.

At A level, Rosanna McAleese was placed joint second in CCEA’s A level Economics qualification. Rosanna, who was 
Head Girl at Loreto in 2013-14, has now completed her A Level studies and is reading Law at Trinity College Dublin.

Meanwhile, Therese Mullaghan was placed first in CCEA GCSE Drama, 
while Dylan Johnston was placed third in GCSE Additional Mathematics.  
Therese has now begun her A Levels at Loreto, and is studying English 
Language, Home Economics and Theatre Studies.  Likewise, Dylan has 
returned to Loreto, where he has commenced his A Level studies in 
Computer Studies, Economics, Mathematics and Physics. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, congratulated all three 
students, along with their teachers, Mrs Stacey Mellon (Economics), 
Mrs Oonah McEwan (Drama) and Mrs Ria Carey (Mathematics) on these 
wonderful achievements, on behalf of all the staff and students of the College.
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Prestigious UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP FOR FORMER 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

Bronwen Butler, who completed 
her A Levels at Loreto College 
in June 2014, is now reading 
Geography at University College 
London.  She has been awarded 
a Reuben Scholarship, based 
on her academic excellence and 
personal background, which will 
mean an award of £10,000 for 
each academic year of her degree 
course, towards living expenses 
and accommodation.  

The Reuben Scholarship 
Programme was set up in 2012, 
funded by a donation from the 
Reuben Foundation. Formed in 

2002, the Reuben Foundation was 
created to channel the charitable 
giving of the Reuben Brothers. The 
brothers continue to proactively 
look at supporting a range of 
charitable causes, from long-
term funding projects to individual 
charitable donations.

Bronwen was stunned and 
delighted at this award, which 
she described as an amazing 
opportunity. Bronwen was 
congratulated on her Scholarship 
by Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, on behalf of all the 
staff and students of the College.  

A former student of Loreto 
College Coleraine has been 

awarded a prestigious scholarship 
as she begins her studies at 
University College London.

Prestigious UNIVERSITY AWARD FOR FORMER 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

A former student of Loreto College Coleraine has been awarded a 
prestigious scholarship as she begins her studies at Trinity College 

Dublin.

Rosanna McAleese, who completed her A Levels at Loreto 
College in June 2014, is now reading Law at Trinity College 
Dublin.  She has been awarded an Entrance Exhibition, 
based on her academic excellence and outstanding results 
in her A Level examinations. This represents a generous 
financial award to be spent on the purchase of books to 
assist her in her current studies. 

Rosanna, who was Head Girl at Loreto in 2013-14, gained 
A* grades in both Economics and History, along with A 
grades in Mathematics and Theatre Studies in her A Level 

examinations.  In addition to this, she was placed joint 
second in CCEA’s A level Economics qualification.

Rosanna was delighted at this award, and was congratulated 
by Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, on behalf of all 

the staff and students of the College.  

MERIT AWARDS 2014-2015

Merit Award certificates were 
presented to students from Years 
8-10 at Loreto College Coleraine at 
special Merit Assemblies throught 
the year.

The Merit Award rewards 
consistently excellent classwork, 
homework and conduct.  
Certificates are presented at three 
levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold, and 
students collect nomination stamps 
on a regular basis from their subject 
teachers. Special Assemblies were 

held in the course of the year to 
reward those who had gathered 
enough merit stamps to receive 
Bronze, Silver and Gold awards.

The first Merit Assembly was held 
in late November to reward the 
students in Years 8-10 who had 
already gained sufficient Merit 
awards to attain their Bronze 
certificate.  Four Year 8 students 
had also already gained the Silver 
Merit Certificate: Caitlin Campbell, 
Caoimhe Campbell, Aron Lestas 
and Orla McEwan.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to the 
students who had received their 
Bronze Merit Award, saying that 
undoubtedly the patterns of hard 
work and excellent behaviour would 
now translate into impressive results 
in the Christmas examinations.  
Mrs Maeve Close, co-ordinator 
of the Merit Award system at 
Loreto College, added that it 
was encouraging to see so many 
members of the Junior School 
receiving a Bronze Award so early in 
the academic year.

Year 10 students from 
Loreto College who gained the 
Bronze Merit Certificate, with 
College Principal Mr Michael James

Year 9 students from
Loreto College who gained the 

Bronze Merit Certificate, with 
College Principal Mr Michael James
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Students from Loreto College 8A who have gained the Bronze Merit Certificate

8B students from Loreto College who were presented with Bronze Merit Certificates

Members of 8C at Loreto College who received the Bronze Merit Certificate

Students from 8D and 8E at Loreto College who received the Bronze Merit Certificate

Aron Lestas of Loreto College, 
who has already received the 

Silver Merit Certificate

Loreto College Year 8 students Caoimhe Campbell, Orla McEwan and 
Caitlin Campbell, who have already received the Silver Merit Certificate

FEBRUARY MERITS

Bronze and Silver Merit Award certificates were presented to students from Years 8-10 at Loreto 
College Coleraine at another special Merit Assembly in February, to reward the students in Years 8-10 
who had already gained sufficient Merit awards to attain their Bronze or Silver certificate. Of a total 
of 116 Merit Awards given out at this Assembly, 80 Certificates were Bronze Awards, 31 were Silver 
Awards and 5 were Gold Awards.

Year 8 students who received Bronze Merit Awards, with College Principal Mr Michael James.
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Year 8 students who received Bronze Merit Awards, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 8 students who received Silver Merit Awards, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 8 students who received Gold Merit Awards, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 8 students who received Silver Merit Awards, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 10 students who received Bronze Merit Awards, with College Principal Mr Michael James.

Year 10 students who received Bronze Merit Awards.
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YEAR 8 MERIT AWARDS – MAY 2015

Year 8 Bronze Awards, 
May 2015

Year 8  Bronze and Silver Awards, May 2015

Year 8 Bronze and Silver Awards, May 2015

Year 8 Silver Awards, May 2015

Year 8 Gold Awards, May 2015

Double Gold winners 
Erin McNicholl and Teresa Sobicinska

with Miss Toner

Double Gold winner 
Grainne Purvis with Mr James
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Year 9 Gold winner 

Ailbhe McGuckian 

with Mr James, May 2015

YEAR 9 MERIT AWARDS, MAY 2015

Year 9 Bronze, May 2015

Year 9 Silver, May 2015

Year 10 Bronze
Merit Awards,
May 2015-06-25

Year 10 Bronze Merit Awards, May 2015-06-25

Year 10 Silver 
Merit Awards,
May 2015-06-25

Year 10 Gold Merit Award 
is presented to Eve Gardiner 

by Mr James

YEAR 10 MERITS, MAY 2015
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SUMMER MERIT AWARDS

The final Merit Assemblies were held in June, with some Year 8 students even attaining the exceptional 
standard of ‘Double Gold’.  Those finishing the year with a Gold Merit Award (or in a few cases, a 
Double Gold) enjoyed a Merit Trip towards the end of June.  This involved a trip to the cinema and 
some treats in McDonald’s, and was judged by those who went to be a fine reward for lots of hard work!

Congratulations to all our Merit winners

Year 8 Double Gold Merit Award winners

Year 8 Gold Merit Award winners

Year 9 Gold Merit Award winners

Year 10 Gold Merit Award winners
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As the Summer Term began, Loreto 
College named its Heads of School 
and Sports Captains for the 2015-2016 
academic year.

The Head Girl for 2015-16 will be Orla 
Rafferty, who will work alongside Head 
Boy Ryan Florida-James.  Completing 
the Heads of School team will be 
Deputy Head Girl Siofra Gillan and 
Deputy Head Boy Niall Hunter.  All four 
hold impressive academic records, 
as well as having contributed with 
generosity and commitment to the 
extra-curricular life of Loreto College. 
These four outstanding young leaders 
will work with a team of Senior Prefects 
selected from the current Year 13 
group. The Head Boy and Head Girl 
will also lead the 2015-16 Student 
Council. 

Meanwhile, Loreto’s 2015-16 Sports 
Captains will be Shannon McWilliams 
and Thomas Magee, ably assisted by 
Deputy Sports Captains Caite Skelly 
and James Gillen.  All four have given 
generously to extra-curricular sport 
throughout their time at Loreto, as well 
as being actively engaged in sports 
clubs outside school.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, wished all eight outstanding 
sixth form students every success and 
happiness in these prestigious new 
roles, congratulating them on behalf of 
all the staff and students of the College.

HEADS OF SCHOOL AND SPORTS CAPTAINS 
APPOINTED AT LORETO COLLEGE

Loreto College’s Heads of School for 2015-16: 
Siofra Gillan (Deputy Head Girl), Niall Hunter (Deputy Head Boy), 

Ryan Florida-James (Head Boy) and Orla Rafferty (Head Girl).

Loreto College’s Heads of School for 2015-16, with College Principal 
Mr Michael James: Siofra Gillan 
(Deputy Head Girl), Niall Hunter 
(Deputy Head Boy), Ryan Florida-
James (Head Boy) and Orla Rafferty 
(Head Girl).

Loreto College’s Sports Captains 
for 2015-16: 
Caite Skelly (Deputy Sports 
Captain), Thomas Magee (Sports 
Captain), James Gillen (Deputy 
Sports Captain) and Shannon 
McWilliams (Sports Captain).

Q. How do you both feel about 
achieving the positions of 
Head Boy and Head Girl?

R: I was honoured and delighted 
to have been made Head Boy 
of Loreto College. I was a bit 
surprised as well, because I 
was competing against fellow 
peers who would have been 
more capable of taking on this 
position. It will be funny having 
to work alongside my dad. I 
think he will be sick of seeing me 
by the end of next year.

O: I am so thrilled to be appointed 
Head Girl and I’m honestly still 
in a state of shock! It’s such 
a wonderful opportunity and I 
am so proud that the staff and 
our year group believe that 
both Ryan and I are capable 
of representing Loreto College 
throughout the next year. 

Q. Have you spoken to the 
former Head Boy and Girl, 
Rebecca and Conor? What 
advice did they give you?

R: I have spoken briefly to Conor 
and Rebecca, they have been 
so helpful and supportive 
throughout the whole process. 
I received a big hug from 
Rebecca upon achieving the 
position. They shared some 
past experiences and their own 
tricks of the school, for example, 
rotas will become my new best 
friend and also the newfound 
friendship I will experience with 
Miss Toner which will arise from 
the large amount of time spent 
together in the next year. 

O: Rebecca and Conor have been 
wonderful! The day Ryan and I 
were appointed they were full of 
congratulations and ever since 
I have been in close contact 
with the pair of them. I have so 
many questions prepared and 
therefore it helped that both 
individuals were so friendly and 
approachable. I obtained a 
few key things from our chats, 
one being to stay organised! 
They advised me not to let the 
weight of the role become too 

Ryan and Orla: A FORCE TO BE RECKONED WITH

heavy, they really sressed that 
the way to being successful in 
this position is by working as 
a team, not only with Ryan but 
also with the deputies, Siofra 
and Niall, and senior prefects. 
This emphasised to me the 
importance of always listening 
to the opinions and views of 
others, as they stressed the role 
of a head of school is not to 
instruct but to lead and act as a 
link between the staff and pupils. 
Connor and Rebecca seemed 
confident that, if we performed 
the role of heads of school in 
this way then we will find our job 
much more manageable.

 
Q. Do you feel you have anything 

new to bring to the position?
R: I feel that I will bring a lot of 

enthusiasm and positivity to the 
role as I like to think I embody 
these qualities along with many 
others. I don’t think the school 
needs much improvement but 
perhaps I could enforce the rules 
about litter as that is a pet peeve 
I possess. 

O: I think the relationship between 
juniors and seniors is something 
that could be improved with 
Ryan and I as head boy and 
girl. As I mentioned earlier, in 
the position of head boy/girl 
you depend heavily on other 
and in particular the person 
who is relied upon to deliver the 
exact same duties as you. I am 
extremely lucky and grateful to 
have Ryan as my counter-part 
for the next year. Having been 
friends from the age of four, I 
know the way he thinks and he 
knows the same for me. That 
is why I think we can use our 
friendship to enforce a positive 
impact around the school. If 
juniors constantly see the head 
boy and girl together on the 
corridors and we greet them 
with a smile, it may encourage 
them to approach us with a 

 general query or even just a chat.

Q. What will be your first act as 

Head Boy and Head Girl?
R: My first act as Head Boy will be 

to make myself known to the 
junior school and make them 
aware that they can approach 
either myself or Orla if they have 
any problem or need any kind of 
advice.

O: Technically Ryan and I have 
already started acting out 
our duties as Head Boy and 
Head Girl. Recently Mr James 
introduced us and the Deputies 
during the junior assemblies. 
This was an opportunity for 
the younger students in the 
school, who may not know 
Ryan and me personally to get 
to know us a little better rather 
than just hearing our names. 
These introductions involved 
speeches and for myself, I 
wanted to portray that I am not 
someone that any pupil should 
feel shy or apprehensive about 
approaching. It is my hope that 
I can be effective in voicing the 
suggestions and grievances of 
our pupils to the staff. For this 
to happen the students must 
feel comfortable speaking to 
me, which is why I think it’s 
great that the vast majority of 
pupils now, not only recognise 
Ryan and I, but have also seen 
a glimpse of our personalities. 
This is crucial in the decision of 
whether or not a pupil will avail 
of mine or Ryan’s help.

Q. Is there anything you want to 
say as the new Head Boy and 
Head Girl of Loreto College? 
Like a senior quote?

R: OUR REIGN OF TERROR 
STARTS NOW! Only joking, I 
hope you guys can get used 
to this. But on a serious note, I 
think that our final year will be 
one to remember and one of the 
best years of our lives. Orla and 
I will do our best to still be liked 
by the end of next year!

O: Ryan and I will work hard with 
smiles on our faces to make the 
school the best it can be for you!

Taylor Archer Year 13
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JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING CELEBRATES Excellence  AT LORETO COLLEGE

Welcoming students and staff 
to the Prizegiving, College 
Principal Mr Michael James said:

‘You are all very welcome to our 
Junior Prizegiving at the end of what 
has been another busy and testing 
year for the College. As a school 
community this year we have not 
only had to deal with the normal 
academic challenges; we have also 
been shocked and saddened on a 
number of occasions throughout 
the year by the loss of our fellow 
pupils, staff members and parents 
of pupils and staff members. And 
these bereavements have been a 
genuine challenge for us, as we 
strive to come to terms with the 
distress and hurt caused by these 
deaths. And although it has been 
genuinely tough and very difficult, 
I have been very heartened by 
your response on each occasion. 
There has been a genuine sense of 
community and sharing, which has 
helped all the friends and families 
of those who have been bereaved. 
From the depth of despair and 
adversity you have shown the 
true Loreto values of LOVE, JOY, 
SINCERITY, JUSTICE and TRUTH. 
The support and caring you have 
shown has been humbling to 
behold and I thank you all for this.

‘And this year has also had much 
to celebrate. In February we were 
all affirmed by the education and 
training inspectorate following a 
rigorous inspection. They were 

very impressed with the 
overall quality of education 
in the school and gave 
particular recognition to our 
outstanding pastoral care 
provision as well as the 
leadership and management. 
We can all be very proud 
of the outcome of this 
inspection and, as we come 
to the end of this academic 
year, we can celebrate 

the report which recognises the 
undoubted strengths of the school 
and confirms our position as a 
leading school in the area.

‘As this year draws to a close there 
are yet more challenges ahead 
for our school. The area-based 
planning development proposal, out 
for public consultation, identifies the 
changes for Catholic education in 
the wider Coleraine area and comes 
very shortly after the changes in 
the controlled sector. Acceptance 
of this proposal would mean 
that in September 2016 Loreto 
and Dominican Colleges would 
expand, with the phased closure 
of St Joseph’s and Dominican 
College beginning to move away 
from academic selection. This 
will obviously mean changes for 
all three schools and any change 
is always challenging. But we in 
Loreto are always willing and ready 
to adapt to changes and to find 
ways that will allow us to continue 
as the leading school in the area. 

‘Having already made the move 
away from academic selection, 
the change facing Loreto is an 
expansion of its numbers to allow 
more pupils to access a Loreto 
education. This is a very positive 
endorsement of the school and the 
quality of education it provides. It 
is also the outworking of our move 
away from academic selection with 
the increased enrolment of the 
college allowing us to provide a 
broader curriculum offer, designed 
to meet the needs of all students, 

focussing on educating the 
individual and allowing each person 
to achieve excellence according to 
their own standards.

‘Loreto education emphasises 
the importance of the quality of 
relationships within and beyond 
the school and we have seen 
this during the challenges of the 
previous year. Loreto education is 
value driven and these values are 
at the core of everything we do. As 
we celebrated the 85th anniversary 
of Loreto College in Coleraine and 
began our fund raising efforts to 
renovate the Convent house, these 
Loreto values were brought in to 
sharp focus by the warmth and 
depth of the response from past 
pupils and friends. As we move 
forward next year, these fund 
raising activities will be key to our 
future success. We are very proud 
of the history and inheritance that 
the Convent provides, but we also 
have a strong belief that our Loreto 
identity is not something static that 
is locked in the past or in bricks and 
mortar. It is a dynamic reality that 
requires us to respond creatively 
to the changing needs of the time. 
We are delighted that the Loreto 
Sisters still retain such a vibrant 
presence in Coleraine and that they 
remain in close contact with us here 
in our school. As ever, they remain 
our inspiration both spiritually and 
educationally.

‘Change can be unsettling and, 
in the midst of all these proposed 
changes, the challenge for us is 
to focus on you, the pupils and on 
the teaching and learning that goes 
on in the classroom, the focus for 
all that we do in school. So how 
do these proposals affect you as 
students in Loreto? The planned 
changes will evolve and develop 
in a structured and a planned 
way- the Loreto way. We will 
continue to build on what we know 
is good and retain our very high 
standards. Teachers will still have 

the same high expectations for your 
academic performances, for your 
uniform and for your behaviour. 
Our characteristic ethos is part of 
our Loreto tradition and we are 
pleased that the proposals seek to 
preserve this ethos by developing 
our school as the single Catholic 
post-primary school in Coleraine.  
However, it would be foolish and 
complacent to take anything for 
granted and so we have been 
planning and preparing for the last 
number of years. Our move away 
from academic selection was part 
of this preparation and, having 
now completed two years of intake 
without academic selection, we 
remain confident in our ability to 
navigate the changes ahead. As 
I look out at our current groups 
of students and as we gather 
today to celebrate this past year’s 
successes, I know we continue 
to develop true Loreto students, 
who share in our traditional values 
and ethos. As we move forward, I 
have every confidence that we can 
rise to the challenges, seize the 
opportunities that change presents 
and continue to offer a wide variety 
of opportunities and a first class 
education to all the pupils who 
come to us and we will continue to 
do so within the ethos and value 
system that has inspired countless 
generations of Loreto students.

‘Of course the academic 
achievement of our students will 
still have great significance and 
that is why we take time today 
to celebrate the achievements of 
students who have excelled in some 
way in this current academic year. 
It is very important that we as staff 
and pupils have this opportunity 
to celebrate and take pride in the 
achievements of our school. When 
we all try our best and do the 
simple things well, we can achieve 
great things. I congratulate you all 
for your industry and hard work 
throughout the year and in particular 
your preparation for the summer 
examinations.  

‘However, school life is about much 

more than academic achievements, 
important as they are. It is about 
equipping you with the skills, 
attributes and personal experiences 
to grow into a confident and fully-
rounded individual.  As ever, I am 
delighted with your participation 
in school life.  Participation in 
extracurricular activities brings 
a great richness and diversity to 
the school, not to mention the 
numerous successes.  This year, 
again, has been hugely successful 
in a range of areas whether it is 
the wonderful musical and singing 
talents on display at the Christmas 
and Spring Concerts or the heroic 
efforts of our many sports teams. 

‘We have again had great success 
in Gaelic games, with the junior 
hurlers retaining the Brother Mallon 
Cup and the Y9 Gaelic Football 
Team winning the Irish News Cup 
for the first time. The Y8, Y9 and 
Y10 soccer teams all won their 
respective Coleraine and District 
Leagues – a fantastic achievement 
for all concerned. The Y8 girls won 
the Coleraine and District Minor 
Netball title, whilst the Y9 girls won 
the NEBBSA netball tournament. 
Following these successes, six 
pupils from Y8 & Y9 were selected 
for the regional netball squad. 
In cross-country, Niamh Carr 
completed a memorable year by 
gaining a place on the Irish team, 
following strong performances 
which saw her finish 6th at All-
Ireland level, 3rd at Ulster level and 
1st at District level. Tolu Jide Ojo 
and Danny McGarry won the annual 
Y8 cross-country races and went 
on to perform well at district level. 
In individual sports, Isaac Beresford 
became Northern Ireland Champion 
in Chujo Karate, whilst Anna Mc 
Dowell made the Northern Irish 
team in Cheerleading. In swimming, 
Finn Mc Ewan became the Ulster 
Grammar School Breaststroke 
Champion and achieved a bronze 
medal in the Ulster championships.
 
‘Away from sport, Aaron Lestas and 
Eve Gardiner were runners up in the 
annual Mary Ward Public Speaking 

Competition. Aaron Lestas also won 
a prize in the Northern Ireland Anti-
bullying Art competition. Over 100 
Y10 students achieved their French 
OLA qualification and a group of 
Y10 students won the Innovation 
Prize in a Mobile App competition. 
In music, the Junior Choir won first 
prize at the Bangor international 
Festival and many junior students 
received distinctions in their Trinity 
piano and singing exams. The Siansa
Traditonal group “Tigh Tara” won 
through from Ulster and competed at 
all-Ireland level, as well as performing 
at the Loreto Ball in March.

‘On your behalf I would like to 
thank the teachers and other 
staff members who give so freely 
of their time to support you in all 
these various activities and sports. 
It is only through their selfless 
dedication and commitment that it 
is possible for these to happen at 
all. As the school year comes to an 
end, I would encourage all of you 
to get involved next year in some of 
the many extra curricular activities 
that the school provides every 
day of every week.  You will have 
opportunities to make new friends, 
travel to different places, learn to 
be a team member and grow in 
confidence and self-belief.

‘In the future, however, the true test 
of your education will not be your 
examination certificates or what you 
have won and achieved. What will 
be much more important is how 
you have matured and developed 
as a person and how you use your 
talents and abilities to help others.  
One of the ways in which we all 
contribute to this in school is our 
support for the school’s designated 
charities and by contributing to 
these charities we are, in a small 
way, supporting those less fortunate 
than ourselves.  This year we have 
raised money for many different 
charities, including Trocaire, Lepra, 
the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 
and The Children’s Cancer Fund, as 
well as our own Loreto missions. I 
would like to thank and congratulate 
you all for your commitment to 
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those less fortunate and in need of 
our help. I am humbled each year 
by your generosity.

‘Every school year brings its 
challenges, its highs and lows. 
And this year more so than 
others. We remember the loss of 
family members and friends and 
in particular we remember our 
pupils Anna McAllister and Niamh 
McCloskey, both of whom died 
tragically during this academic year. 
We also remember Mr Rice, ICT 
and Computer Studies teacher, 
who lost his battle with leukaemia 
just last month. I cannot pretend 
to understand why we lost each 
of these members of our school 
community, I only know that we 
were all enriched in some way by 
their presence and I, for one, am 
grateful to have known them- even 
for such a short period of time. 

‘Once again, on your behalf, I thank 
our staff for their professionalism 
and commitment. I am convinced 
that there is no finer body of 
teachers in any school and I feel 
proud and honoured to have them 
as colleagues and as friends. I am 
confident that they provide a level of 
service that is truly outstanding and 
I commend them to you and thank 

them on your behalf. Thanks also to 
our visiting Priests and the Religious 
Education Department for the time 
and effort they put into organising 
our liturgies and retreats throughout 
the year. These are all central to our 
Catholic ethos and in times of need 
they have provided a focus for us 
all to come together and share in 
prayer and reflection.

‘At this time of year we also take 
time to thank those staff members 
who will not be returning next year 
as they move on to pastures new 
and to different challenges. Bean 
Ui Mhianain has been Head of 
Irish for almost fifteen years and is 
now moving on to help set up the 
Irish Medium school in Dungiven. 
She has been a vibrant and 
enthusiastic teacher throughout 
her time in Loreto and, although 
we will miss her, we wish her well 
in her endeavours. Mr Otterson 
retired from the school at the end 
of December. As Senior Technician 
in the school he helped out with 
lighting, sound and all sorts of 
technical equipment. We will again 
miss his expertise in these areas, 
but we will miss his good humour 
and willing attitude even more. We 
wish him well in his retirement.
‘Our support staff play a vitally 

important role in maintaining the 
quality of services, buildings and 
grounds.  My thanks to all our 
support staff for the wonderful job 
they do on your behalf. My thanks 
also to our Governors, who give so 
generously of their time and expertise 
on your behalf.  They are required to 
make many important and often 
onerous decisions in the best interests
of the College and its students.

‘My thanks, as always, to the Loreto 
Community both here in Coleraine 
and further afield. Their prayers and 
support this year and every year are 
a valuable source of strength and 
we look forward to their continued 
presence in the school in the future.

‘Finally, my thanks to you, the 
pupils, for your cooperation 
throughout the year. This is your 
school and you are what make 
it so wonderful - I cannot thank 
you enough for your courtesy and 
pleasant manner. You are the 
future of our society and whether 
or not you have gained an award 
here today, you are all important 
members of our school and we 
greatly appreciate your own special 
talents and qualities. Thank you all 
for making our school so special.’

The Prizes were awarded as follows:

ACADEMIC SUCCESS

YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10

 Matthew Boyle-McAree  Dennis Bondarenko  Kirstie Brown
 Tolulope Jide-Ojo  Alex Cook  Donal Close
 Aron Lestas  Dearbhla Ni Choisneacháin  Sian Donaghy
 Caite McAtamney  Erin Donaghy  Cabrina Farren
 Orla McEwan  Caitlin McKay  Eve Gardiner
 Matthew McGowan  Erin McReynolds  Fionnuala Keane
 Erin McNicholl  Cara McTaggart  Susan McKendry
 Rhiannon McNicholl  Ellen Mulholland  Nora McIlvenny
 Teresa Sobocinska  Orla Mullan  Jason Moore
 Anna Toner  Maria Roantree  Cait Passmore

YEAR 10 LORETO JUNIOR CERTIFICATE

This certificate is awarded to all Year 10 pupils in recognition of their academic performance, application and 
diligence.

PROGRESS AWARD

YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10

 Matthew Byrne  Allan Chan  Orlagh Carey
 Cathal Christopher  Savannah Corbett  Matthew Catterson
 Peter Clarke  Shannon Dickey  Una Clarke
 Oran Clyde  Charlotte Hall  Alisha Convery
 Katie Heaney  Courtney Harkin  Sorcha Duggan
 Maria McDevitt  Conor Kearney  Michaela Harkin
 Jack McGill  Aoife McColgan  Rory Maguire
 Hannah McLaughlin  Corey McLaughlin  Connlaoth McGee
 Nicholas Moore  Grace McNeill  Dara McGoldrick
 Christian Quigley  Kristian O’Hale  Shauna McGonigle
 Chloe Starrett  Katya Watson  Maeve McMorrough
     Caitlin Moore
     Carmen Owens

PRIZES FOR DILIGENCE

 8A Charlie McKnight 9A Martine O’Connor 10A David Brussard
 8B Naomh McAlister 9B Cathal Bradley 10B Lucy McDonnell
 8C Fiyinfoluwa Owolabu 9C Aoife Crawley 10C Nuala McCullough
 8D Kelan O’Kane 9D Ruairaidh Kelly 10D Thomas Bucukoglu
 8E Niamh McKeown 9E Eoin McKeever 10E Cahir Coll

POLITENESS

 8A Eoin Mullan 9A Odhran McLarnon 10A Ben Culleton
 8B Conor McAleese 9B Maeve Kerr 10B Tiegan Mullan
 8C Roksana Strugala 9C Matthew Howard 10C Kate Nelis
 8D Patrycja Zaruska 9D Theo Wall 10D Mallaidh Devine
 8E Michael Potrzasaj 9E Annie Wells 10E Joseph Mullan

FORM TEACHER AWARD

 8A Caitlin Campbell 9A Sarah McAllister 10A Niamh Carr
 8B Dervla Bradley 9B Kate McIvor 10B Katie McNerlin
 8C Oisin Mulhern 9C Annie Levy 10C Anna McKeown
 8D Jack Walton 9D Katie McKeague 10D Owen Tsang 
    & Reece Benson
 8E Grainne Purcell 9E Anna O’Kane 10E Cathal Kearney 
    & Shannon Campbell

GOOD STANDARD OF UNIFORM

 8A Tepegna McMullan 9A Lauren Quinn 10A Adam Purvis
 8B Luke Dixon 9B Peadar OHoisin 10B Adam Glenn
 8C Emma McLaughlin 9C Jane McHenry 10C Mark Logue
 8D Cara Bacon 9D Erin Kelly 10D Joseph McClements
 8E Tiernan McQuillan 9E Lucia Watson 10E Sean Dooley-Nealis
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CONCERN FOR OTHERS

 8A Caoimhe Campbell 9A Clare Kelly 10A Finlay Hutchinson
 8B Maddie McCormack 9B Erin Donaghy 10B Ellen Ferris
 8C Hannah Taylor 9C Keeva Smith 10C Hannah Mullan
 8D Conor McGillan 9D John Butcher 10D Zara Leese
 8E Sophie Price 9E Megan McDermott 10E Molly Canning

POSITIVE ATTITUDE

 8A Thomas O’Kane 9A Cillian Calvert 10A Weronika Blaszczyk
 8B Joseph Hamill 9B Aine Quigley 10B Sorcha Duggan
 8C Sophia Rose O’Kane 9C Aine Quinn 10C Cianán Mooney
 8D Michael Og McKeown 9D Sarah Lundy 10D Serena Corbett
 8E Aine Apperley 9E Ethan McLaughlin 10E Anna Brolly

100% ATTENDANCE

YEAR 8
 Cheyanne Corbett John McErlean Tepenga McMullan
 Luke Denton Orla McEwan Ella O’Callaghan
 Padraig McColgan Maria McMorrough Grainne Purcell

YEAR 9
 Isaac Berrisford Alex Cook Charlotte Hall  
 Ailbhe McGuckian Holly Boyd Savannah Corbett  
 Matthew Howard Caleb Wan

YEAR 10
 Orlagh Carey Sian Donaghy Finn McEwan   
 Maeve McMorrough Serena Corbett Eoin Jordan  
 Susan McKendry Jason Moore

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

Top Ten Readers in Year 8 (based on books borrowed from the School Library)
 Cara Bacon Tolulope Jide-Oji Mary McKillen
 Anna Toner Hirek Cichy Michael McConnell  
 Michael Og McKeown Cheyanne Corbett Orla McEwan   
 Sophie Price
Outstanding Achievement in Public Speaking Eve Gardiner 10E
Le Prix Francais Sian Donaghy 10A, Eve Gardiner 10E
Best Contribution to the School Magazine Dennis Bondarenko 9D
Shakespeare Prize for Best Essay on Shakespeare in Year 10 Fionnuala Keane 10A, Oonagh Rafferty 10B
Young Artist & Designer Aida Nemeth 10E
Gael Og ni Bliana Cait Passmore 10C
El Premio de Espanol Sian Donaghy 10A
Religious Education Awards Oisin Mulhern 8C, Claire White 9A, Meagan McFeely 10C
Year 8 ICT Amie Cassidy 8C
Year 9 ICT Savannah Corbett 9C
Best in KS3 Science Jason Moore 10A
Top Year 8 Geography Investigation Grainne Purcell 8E, Matthew McGowan 8C
Top Year 9 Geography Investigation Sarah McAllister 9A, Ruairaidh Kelly 9D
Top Junior Geographer Award Jason Moore 10A

Year 8 Academic Success Award-winners at Loreto College’s Junior Prizegiving,
with Vice Principal Miss Belinda Toner

DRAMA AWARDS

  Best Male Best Female
 Year 8  Michael Og McKeown 8D  Orla McEwan 8A
 Year 9  Patrick McMullan 9A  Orla Mullan 9E
 Year 10  Sean Dooley-Nealis 10E  Oonagh Rafferty 10B

 Athletes of the Year Male Female
 Year 8  Aaron Wallace 8A  Tolulope Jide-Ojo 8D
 Year 9 Cathal Bradley 9B, Odhran McLarnon 9B  Kate Doherty 9A  
 Year 10  Jason Moore 10A  Niamh Carr 10A
 
 Swimmers of the Year: Year 8  Orla McEwan 8A, Danny McGarry 8E, Eoin Mullan 8A
 
 Team Successes 2014-15: Year 8 Soccer, Captain Bradley Tweed 8C; Year 9 Soccer, Captain 

Luke McKendry 9A; Year 10 Soccer, Captain Adam Purvis 10A; Year 
9/10 Hurlers Brother Mallon Cup: Captain Dara McGoldrick 10C; Year 
8/9 Gaelic, Irish News Cup: Captain Dara Mooney 9E

 Contribution to Sporting Life of the College at KS3 Molly Canning 10E, Finn McEwan 10E

SPECIAL AWARDS

 Generosity and Commitment Owen Tsang
 Participation in School Life Zara Leese
 The Kate McSherry Cup for Contribution to the Loreto Ethos in the Junior School Donal Close, 
            Sian Donaghy.
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Year 9 Award-winners for Academic Success at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving

Winners of Year 10 Academic Success awards at the Loreto College Junior Prizegiving

Distinction Award winners in the Loreto Junior Certificate,
with Vice Principal Miss Belinda Toner at Loreto College’s Junior Prizegiving

Year 8-10 Athletes and Swimmers of the Year at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving, 
with PE teacher Mr Paul Byrne
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Diligence Award winners in Years 8-10 pictured at Loreto College’s Junior Prizegiving

Students from Years 8-10 who won Politeness Awards at Loreto College’s Junior Prizegiving.

Year 8-10 students who won Concern for Others Awards at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving

Year 8-10 students who won Progress Awards at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving,
with College Vice Principal Miss Belinda Toner
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Winners of Special Awards at Loreto College Junior Prizegiving

Year 10 students Sian Donaghy and Donal Close, 
winners of the Kate McSherry Memorial Cup for 

Contribution to the Loreto Ethos in the Key Stage 3 
years, at the Loreto College Junior Prizegiving

Winners of the award for Contribution to the 
Sporting Life of Loreto College at Key Stage 3, 

Finn McEwan and Molly Canning, 
pictured after the College’s Junior Prizegiving

SCHOOL LITURGY

Celebratory MASS MARKS THE OPENING 
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR AT LORETO COLLEGE

The Opening Mass for the academic year 2014-
2015 was celebrated at Loreto College Coleraine 
on Tuesday 23rd September 2014, by Father Rory 
Sheehan and Father Francis O’Brien. The theme of 
the Mass was ‘Love One Another’, 
and it offered reflection 
on the ethos of friendship and 
support inherent in every member 
of the school community, and how 
these might be nurtured in the year 
ahead. 

The Mass also offered an opportunity 
for every member of the Loreto 
College community to remember 
student Anna McAllister, as well as to 

pray for all of those who have lost relatives and friends 
in recent months.  Following the Mass, a presentation 
was made on behalf of the College to Father Rory 

Sheehan, who is moving to a parish in 
Belfast and will be greatly missed at 
Loreto College.

Organised by school Liturgist Mr 
Kevin Conroy and by the members 
of the RE department, with support 
from the Music Department and 
Art Department and involving every 
member of the school community 
and the Loreto Community, the 
Mass provided an inspirational 
reflection for the year ahead.  
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Year 14 students took part 
in their annual Retreat on 
Thursday 2nd October.

The Retreat was an 
opportunity for the final year 
students to reflect, together 
and as individuals, on their 
own and one another’s 
talents and characteristics 
as a busy first half term drew 
towards its close. Amid the 
pressure of A level study, 
university applications and 
accumulating deadlines, 
the day gave the Year 14 
students a chance to draw 
breath and to consider how 
they value and support one 
another as a year group, 
as they move towards the 
conclusion of their time at 
Loreto College.

YEAR 14 RETREAT
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YEAR 12 RETREAT

Our Year 12 students had a 
day’s space for reflection and 
celebration of friendship and 
spirituality on Wednesday 5th 
November.

Year 12 are preparing for the 
challenge of Mock GCSEs 
and serious decisions about A 
Level subject choices, so the 
time to reflect and be together 
as a group was precious and 
important.

Cormac giving feedback 
from his group on survival scenario 

at the Year 12 Retreat

Happy smiles 
at the Year 12 Retreat

Group discussion during the Year 12 Retreat

A moment of laughter during the Year 12 Retreat Reflections created by groups at the Year 12 Retreat

All Year 11 students enjoyed their 
annual day’s Retreat on Tuesday 
18th November. 

As the Christmas examinations 
approach, the Year 11 students 
had an opportunity to reflect on 
their relationships and priorities, 
considering family, friendships and 
the broader community of which 
they are an essential part.

The Retreat provided a welcome 
opportunity for Year 11 to spend a 
day of reflection together at a busy 
and stressful time of year.

YEAR 11 RETREAT
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YEAR 13 RETREAT

All Year 13 students at Loreto enjoyed their annual Retreat on Monday 
24th November.  The ice-breaker challenges in the early morning session 
proved especially popular, generating gales of laughter and some unusual 
performances which ranged from mental arithmetic to a fast-moving 
interpretation of Gangnam Style.

Later in the day, the students took part in some reflection on friendship and 
faith, concluding with a contemplative service of prayer and reconciliation.

The best thing about Christmas?  How can I choose only one?

I love the Christmas music and the mood it puts me in.  The tall, sparkling tree, the way it glistens from 
head to toe. The atmosphere is always buzzing.  People rushing around shops. Rushing around the 
town.  Picking presents for different people and wrapping different little things.  Going to deliver the 
present and seeing the reaction of others.  The way your heart lifts when you set the present under the 
tree.

Although most people hate winter weather, winter is my favourite season of all.  The crazy wind 
making things fly everywhere, and the heavy, heavy rain.  Sometimes if we’re lucky we’ll get some 
snow too.

Then in the final week of waiting, the countdown really begins.  Family and friends never leave, and all 
the excitement that they bring.  Spending your nights watching Christmas movies, all curled up with 
the fire lit.  Christmas Eve when we come back from Mass, I seriously can’t control my excitement.  
The smell of the food for the next day is always glorious.  That night is possibly the hardest night to get 
to sleep, but it’s so worth the struggle.  The next morning, when my sisters and I creep downstairs, 
I just want to scream, but when I open the door and the room’s lit up, I just have to.  Opening the 
presents and seeing what others got makes me soooo happy.  Then Christmas dinner couldn’t be 
better, never mind dessert.  Christmas has never failed me or let me down yet.

Basically I love everything about Christmas, bar one little thing… the way we have to do Christmas 
exams in school!

Rhiannon McNicholl
Year 8

The Best Thing About Christmas...

The Best Thing About Christmas...
The best things about Christmas are the presents and the smells.  The reason why I like the smells of 
winter is because they remind me of cold, beautiful, wintery days, filled with happiness and enjoyment.  
The reason why I like presents is because I like to see people’s facial expressions when they get to 
open them… but of course the real reason why I like presents is because I like to get them myself 
and see what new things I’ve got.  

My favourite smells are cinnamon and Jo Malone because they are scented and full of 
Christmas spirit.  My favourite present which I got last year was a bike.  It was blue and 
white, which matches my helmet, which I also got last year.  

I like it when my family comes together for Christmas Day, but that has 
happened only once, which made it a very special day for all of us, especially 
my family who live in Scotland, America and South Africa.  So these are my 
favourite things about Christmas!

Erin McNicholl Year 8

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15
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The feast of Christmas was marked 
in Loreto College Coleraine with the 
annual Carol Services, held in the 
College Hall during the final week 
of the Autumn Term. Organised by 
the College’s Religious Education 
and Music departments, the Carol 
Services for Junior and Senior 
students were held on Tuesday 
16th December as well as a Carol 
Service for parents and friends 
of the College, held in St John’s 

CAROL SERVICE BEGINS Christmas Celebrations
 AT LORETO COLLEGE

Church Coleraine on Thursday 
evening, 11th December. 

The Carol Services featured some 
dramatic performances and 
tableaux, a variety of thought-
provoking readings and reflections, 
and performances by the Senior 
and Junior Choirs, school orchestra 
and vocal soloists. The Service 
provided a peaceful interlude of 
reflection in the busy preparation 

period for the Christmas festivities.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
those involved in preparing the 
Carol Service, in particular to the 
Music and Religious Education 
departments and to all the staff and 
students who put so much time 
and effort into the creation of such a 
moving and reflective service.

Year 8 students who introduced 
the Loreto College Carol Service

Year 11 students who performed a dramatized 
reading based on the Shepherds at the

Loreto College Carol Service

Members of the Loreto College Orchestra and Junior Choir performing at the College’s Carol Service

Orchestra and Junior Choir members performing at Loreto College’s Carol Service

Orchestra and Senior Choir members performing at the 
Loreto College Carol Service

Caitlin Martin (Year 12), 
soloist in ‘O Holy Night’ 

at the Loreto College Carol Service
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The annual Ecumenical Services 
took place at Loreto College 
Coleraine on Friday 23rd January 
2015, celebrating Christian Unity 
and the principles, prayers and 
priorities which the various Christian 
churches have in common.

With groups from Years 8-11 
holding special celebrations in their 
year groups with their Year Heads, 
form tutors and visiting members 
of staff, the Year 12-14 students 
enjoyed a very special celebration 

ANNUAL ECUMENICAL SERVICE celebrates
 CHRISTIAN UNITY AT LORETO COLLEGE

Pictured at 
Loreto College’s annual Ecumenical Service are visiting 

Clergy, Rev. Collins and Rev. Millar, Sr Anne McLaughlin, Loreto Community, visiting students and 
teachers from Coleraine Academical Institution, Coleraine Girls’ High School and Coleraine College, 

with Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, Mr Paul Cunning, teacher, 
Head Girl Rebecca Jayne McKillen and Head Boy Conor O’Neill.

which was attended by visitors from 
local Coleraine schools and by local 
clergy.

Guests at the service included 
Rev. Collins of Killowen Parish 
Church, Coleraine, Rev. Millar of 
First Coleraine Presbyterian Church, 
Fr. Keaney of St John’s Parish 
Coleraine, and Sr. Anne McLaughlin 
of the Loreto Community, Coleraine.  
Loreto was also delighted to 
welcome representative students 
and teachers from Coleraine 

Academical Institution, Coleraine 
Girls’ High School, Coleraine 
College, North Coast Integrated 
College and St Joseph’s College. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
the visiting clergy, students and 
teachers and emphasised the 
value of members of all Christian 
denominations recognising and 
celebrating their common beliefs 
and values.
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Year 9 students took part in their 
annual Retreat on Friday 27th 
March.

The Retreat was an opportunity 
for the Year 9 students to reflect, 
together and as individuals, on 
their own and one another’s 
talents and characteristics and 

YEAR 9 RETREAT

The students also celebrated how much they value and support one another as a year group as the 
Summer Term approaches and they get ready for their final year in the Junior School.

on the influences on their lives, at 
the midway point of their time in 
the Junior School. As they move 
towards the Easter Celebrations, 
then the Summer Exams and the 
vital transition into Year 10, the Year 
9 students enjoyed the opportunity 
to think about how their time at 
Loreto is developing, and how their 

own talents and friendships are 
beginning to blossom.

The students particularly enjoyed 
the opportunity to visit the Loreto 
College Chapel for a period of 
reflection.

The annual Easter Liturgy took place 
at Loreto College on Tuesday 31st 
March.  Based upon the Stations 
of the Cross, the Liturgy provided 
a reflection on the events of Holy 
Week, concluding with a celebration 
of the Resurrection.

The reflection was led by the 
College’s Religious Education 
department, with dramatic tableaux 
by members of GCSE Drama 
classes and vocal performances by 
the Junior Choir and some soloists.

EASTER LITURGY

A musical interlude during the Easter Liturgy.

The Junior Choir performing at the Easter Liturgy

Students who presented readings
at the Easter Liturgy.

Students who presented readings or dramatic tableaux 
at the Easter Liturgy.

A dramatic representation of one of the 

Stations of the Cross.
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On Tuesday the 10th of February, 
myself and thirty seven other 
students, as well as Mr Conroy, 
Mrs McCarry, Miss Galbraith,  Mr 
Cunning, Mrs Sweeney and our 
head of year Mrs McGoldrick, 
crammed ourselves into a variety 
of cars and minibuses to make 
our way up to Derry. All of us were 
travelling to receive our Pope 
John Paul II Gold awards at the 
Millennium Forum. Upon reaching 
Derry, we made our way to what 
was formerly The Mandarin Palace. 
There we enjoyed some excellent 
Chinese food as we whiled away 
the spare hours before the event. 
After the meal was finished, we 
were whisked away quickly to the 
Forum itself where we were quickly 
ushered in, where, lo and behold, 
we met Derry’s resident celebrity: 
Ruairi McSorley, the ‘frostbit boy’! 
After many of our group clamoured 
for a selfie with him- luckily he was 
not too fazed by about 20 Loreto 
students running at him yelling, 
‘It’s not a night to be out getting 
frostbit!’- we were quickly ushered 
into the theatre to be seated. There 
we faced quite a muddle as we 
had to be seated alphabetically 
(and with the amount of ‘Mc’s’ in 
our group that is no mean feat). 
However, we finally found our seats, 
ready for the event to begin.

The night began with the famous 
Long Tower Choir and a short video 
documenting the life and legacy 
of Blessed Pope John Paul II. The 
video documented the legacy that 
had been created for Pope John II 
here in Derry itself: the Pope John 
Paul II Award. 

It was then the turn of two students 
to be interviewed about their work 
during the award by a local radio 
presenter. One of the students who 
had been selected was from Loreto, 
Nicola McAllister. Both students 
spoke about the fantastic work they 

POPE JOHN PAUL II AWARD PRESENTATION 2015

had done helping within their own 
communities- Nicola’s being her 
help with coaching a local football 
team for special needs children.

Then began the presentation of the 
medals to all of the participating 
students. Nearly everyone seemed 
to panic at the thought of the 
pictures of each of us (taken by Mr 
Conroy who told us it was either 
them or our fourth year school 
photos and nobody wanted those 
projected on the stage at the 
Millennium Forum) being up on 
stage for all to view. My parents 
declined to comment when I asked 
what mine was like.

Row by row, we were lined up, one 
at a time, to wait our turn to walk 
onstage and shake hands, first with 
Cardinal Edwin Frederick O’Brien 
who presented us with our medals, 
and then to meet Bishop Donal 
McKeown who presented us with 
our certificates. It was pretty nerve 
wracking to tell the truth walking 
across the huge stage- I almost 
felt it a relief to be able to sit down 
immediately after! 

After the presentation had ended 
the special guest speaker, Cardinal 
Edwin Frederick O’Brien, spoke. He 
gave a fascinating talk on his stance 
on Christians and war, a certainly 
topical if controversial subject, 
and spoke of his long association 
with the American military and the 
warzones he had witnessed.

To end the evening, three teachers 
from Lumen Christi gave a short 
musical performance, to which the 
students were invited to exit. In the 
foyer the scrum then began for our 
school photos to be taken with the 
Cardinal and Bishop Donal. Our 
picture was so photogenic; it was 
even in the Catholic Herald and 
local papers.

After that, we all went our separate 
ways, meeting up with our parents 
to make the journey home. Mine 
were suitably impressed with the 
frankly massive medal I’d received 
and said they thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening, sitting amongst such 
celebrated guests as Nobel Peace 
Prize winner John Hume.

Maria McQuillan Year 14

Year 10 students took part in their 
annual Retreat on Tuesday 28th 
April.

The Retreat was an opportunity 
for the Year 10 students to reflect, 
together and as individuals, on 
their own and one another’s talents 

YEAR 10 RETREAT

and characteristics and on the 
influences on their lives, as they 
begin to plan ahead for moving 
on from the Junior School. Having 
recently selected their GCSE 
subjects, the Year 10 students 
enjoyed the opportunity to consider 
how they fit into the jigsaw-like 

pattern of a network of friends and 
family. The students also celebrated 
how much they value and support 
one another as a year group as 
they enter their final sixth months as 
Loreto Juniors, before the serious 
business of life in the Senior School 
begins.
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Year 14 students - the class of 
2015 - and their parents celebrated 
the end of seven happy years at 
Loreto College with the teaching 
staff of the school at a special 
Mass, held on the evening of 
Tuesday 5th May, celebrated by 
Father Raymond McCullagh. The 
theme of the Mass was ‘Guiding 
Lights’, inspired by the idea that 
the students had received lights 
of guidance from their parents, 
teachers, the Loreto Sisters and 
one another, which would guide 

LEAVERS’ MASS FOR YEAR 14 celebrated 
AT LORETO COLLEGE

them on their journey to final A 
Level examinations, university, 
employment and adult life. The 
Mass celebrated the friendship 
the students (and their teachers) 
have shared, something which, it is 
hoped, is not to be left behind as 
the students close the classroom 
doors for the last time. As the 
students finish timetabled lessons 
and face the challenges of the A2 
examinations, the evening was an 
opportunity to reflect on happy 
memories, with laughter, tears, 
song and prayer.

There were moving and uplifting 
speeches from Head Girl Rebecca 
Jayne McKillen, Head Boy Conor 
O’Neill, Head of Year 14 Mrs 
Schira McGoldrick and College 
Principal Mr Michael James. 
Musical contributions from a 

group of talented singers and 
instrumentalists lent a tone of 
emotional reflection to the evening, 
which concluded with a big-screen 
display of photos from throughout 
the seven years which the class of 
2015 spent at Loreto.

In the previous week, Masses were 
also celebrated at Loreto College for 
the Year 12 and Year 13 examination
classes. As the examination period 
approaches, everyone at Loreto 
College wishes the Year 12, 13 and 
14 students perseverance in their 
studies and every success in and 
beyond their examinations.

Our Head Girl and Head Boy, 
Rebecca Jayne McKillen and Conor 
O’Neill, gave farewell speeches at 
the conclusion of the Leavers’ Mass.
Their words are reprinted overleaf.

Loreto College’s Head Girl, 
Rebecca Jayne McKillen, and Head 
Boy, Conor O’Neill, who spoke at 

the College’s Year 14 Leavers’ Mass.

Cillian Butler and Aaron McGuinness 
pictured at the Loreto College 

Year 14 Leavers’ Mass

Musicians who performed at the Loreto College Year 14 Leavers’ Mass.

Happy smiles at the Year 14 
Leavers’ Mass at Loreto College: 

Barry Daly, Simon Purvis, 
Oisin Quinn and Frank Dillon

Students Rhiannon Turner, Chloe 
Platt, Maria McQuillan and Louise 

Hickey at the Year 14 Leavers’ 
Mass at Loreto College

Roisin Dooley-Nealis, Geraldine 
Mellon, Bronagh O’Kane and Tiarna 
McGinty at the Loreto College Year 

14 Leavers’ Mass
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As much as it pains 
us to admit it, our 
Loreto journey has 
come to an end. A 
fun-filled seven years 
with each other, spent 
both making memories 
that will last a lifetime 
and also preparing us 
for the next stage in our 
lives.

When you close your eyes and 
someone says “Loreto”, the first 
thing that comes into your head 
is what you’ve taken from your 
seven years here. For some, that 
may be coursework or deadlines, 
for others that may be green pen 
or popcorn chicken. But for each 
of us, it is different. For me, when 
I think Loreto, I think home. I think 
of somewhere where I have been 
happy to spend seven out of my 
eighteen years. Somewhere where I 
feel like there’s always someone to 
turn to, but most of all, somewhere 
where I feel an immense sense 
of unity. We have all had different 
Loreto journeys, but we each have 
one thing in common, and that is 
our Loreto ethos. Our core values 
of Truth, Justice, Freedom, Sincerity 
and Joy are what the teachers and 
staff of Loreto have tried to instil in 
us over the past seven years, and 
I’m sure you’ll agree, the class of 
2015 epitomises all five. Loreto 
is so much more than a school: 
it’s a place to grow academically, 
emotionally and spiritually. A place 
to make friends that will last a 
lifetime, and a place that has taught 
us to embrace every day. Many of 
us would give anything for just one 
more year at Loreto, but of course 
we don’t want to steal Markus’ 
limelight. 

HEAD GIRL’S SPEECH

Thank you to our 
parents, the people 
who told us so 
many times that 
our school days 
would be the best 
days of our lives. 
The people who 
have watched us 
transform from the 

children photographed outside, 
to the mature young adults sitting 
in front of them this evening. The 
people who sent us here, way back 
in 2008 with oversized blazers 
that we’ll “grow into” in the hope 
we’d fulfil our potentials. Thank you 
for being a continuous source of 
support and for dealing with our 
exam season mood swings.

To the teaching staff: without 
your unfailing commitment and 
dedication to each of us individually; 
we would not have achieved what 
we have today. You’ve each gone 
above and beyond the realms of 
your roles of teachers on countless 
occasions, and for that we are 
forever grateful. 

Thank you to our two heads of year, 
who have been with us throughout 
our seven years, Mr Shaw and 
Mrs McGoldrick. You’ve guided us 
through our time at Loreto, took 
us under your wings, taught us the 
meaning of tough love, and dealt 
with our insolence as juniors when 
they took away our Sport’s Day. 
Congratulations, for you have both 
tamed “the year that booed”. 

To our Senior Leadership Team, 
Miss Toner, Mr James and Mr 
Gallagher, thank you for maintaining 
the standards of the school we 
have all grown to love. Thank you 

for the respect you’ve shown us 
over the years, for listening to our 
opinions and for finally giving me 
back my non-school scarf. 
Thank you to all the non-teaching 
staff for their constant hard-work 
which truly holds Loreto together 
on a daily basis. To the ladies of 
Café Lorette, for providing us with 
an eternal supply of cheese, to 
Mr Elgin, for always solving our 
computer needs with a smile and 
to the cleaning staff for dealing with 
our cesspit common room. 

A special word of thanks this 
evening goes to the wonderful Mrs 
West, the true martyr of sixth form 
at Loreto. September 2013 saw her 
adopt one hundred wayward year 
13’s, all of whom she treated as 
her own. We were still naive from 
GCSE, and unaware of the turmoil 
which lay ahead, otherwise known 
as A Levels. She comforted us in 
stressful times, and mothered us 
when we needed it most, as well 
as putting Jacob in his place with 
the occasional sarcastic comment. 
None of us will ever forget her 
reaction to the senior study furniture 
being taken outside. But most 
definitely our most worthwhile 
lesson taught to us by Mrs West is 
the difference between, “Can I go 
to the bathroom?” and “May I go 
to the bathroom?” A true lady, to 
whom we are all indebted. 

Personally, I want to thank you 
for being given the opportunity 
to represent the school. After a 
year as Head Girl, I have learned 
many valuable life lessons. I have 
learned to make a rota in less 
than ten minutes, I have learned 
to deal with going into a shop and 
unashamedly buying 15 litres of 
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milk and 600 hundred teabags 
at a time. But most significantly, I 
have learned how to make Conor 
O’Neill delegate. Conor O’Neill, 
a name that strikes fear into any 
senior prefect. My HB, my partner 
in crime, but most of all, my dear, 
dear friend. A year of representing 
the school is made so much more 
enjoyable when you have someone 
like Conor by your side. Thrown into
this responsibility together, it didn’t 
take me long to realise some of 
Conor’s quirks. Firstly, you cannot 
physically contact Conor after 10pm,
because he “needs his beauty sleep”,
and secondly, you do not know the 
meaning of the word “stubborn” until 
you have met Conor. But when I 
look back at the experiences we’ve 
shared and the memories we’ve 
made, I can’t think of anyone I’d 
rather have shared this honour with, 
so thank you, Conor. 

Here it is, my friends: the end of an 
era. I still cannot fully comprehend 
it. Not the fact that we’re leaving but 
the fact that Beth McIvor still has a 
driving license. Some things never 
change, I suppose. And I hope this 
school never does, because I will 
really struggle coming to terms with 
the fact that I will soon be leaving 
such a magical school, with such 
inspiring and dedicated teachers. 
And the pupils: well the pupils aren’t 
too bad either… when they’re not 
trying to throw me in the pond… 
Emphasis on the trying!

We came into this school nearly 
seven years ago with schoolbags 
the size of us and blazers bought 
to fit us for the next three years. We 

HEAD BOY’S SPEECH

had no idea what 
was in store for us. 
We had no idea 
what the chicken 
run was. We had 
no idea how scary 
it would be to be 
late for Mr Shaw’s 
classes. And we 
had no idea that 
we’d meet some truly amazing 
people. It’s sad and it’s sweet, this 
night. As I look at you all now, it 
leaves me heartbroken knowing 
that I will not spend every week 
seeing the faces that have made 
the past seven years such a joy. 
But as Dr Seuss said, “Don’t cry 
because it’s over. Smile because it 
happened.”

It saddens us all greatly that, 
after finally becoming closer as a 
year group over recent years, we 
must now bid farewell. The only 
consolation is all the unforgettable 
memories we’ve made. From the 
disappearance of the Greek flag, 
to Pearce falling out of the tree, to 
the All About that Bass trio, there 
have been times none of us could 
ever forget. The realisation that 
after tonight, we won’t spend every 
day together is a difficult one, and 
one we all find hard to come to 
terms with. It won’t be a typical day 
at Loreto without the occasional 
Paddy McCourt outburst, or being 
treated to a showing by Loreto’s 
very own One Direction. It’s strange 
to think that we won’t each be 
walking into the Common Room to 
see the same familiar faces every 
day; we won’t be waiting in line for 
the microwave, where it’s every 

man for himself; and we won’t be 
thinking of any excuse possible to 
avoid registration. We truly have 
taken each other for granted. 
That is why I want to take this 
opportunity to wish each of you all 
the luck in the world. I hope each 
of you achieves everything you 
aspire to be in life; I hope you’re 
happy and never forget your roots. 
But, most of all, I hope each of you 
lives life never ever looking back, 
because if there’s one thing our 
seven years at Loreto have taught 
us, it’s that the future is uncertain. 

In true Mary Ward style, we have 
had the most amazing seven years 
together. I hope your next seven, 
and your next seventy-seven are 
just as special. Thank you, and 
good evening. 

Rebecca Jayne McKillen, 
Head Girl 2014-2015

Now, in the 
preparation for 
this Mass, we were 
asked to come up 
with a theme, one 
that would sum up 
our year. Despite 
my oldest friend 
suggesting the theme 
of “Rocky Balboa” - 

and no, he doesn’t get 
easier to live with even after 15 
years - we settled on the theme 
of light. The thing that captured 
my imagination about this theme 
was that light is integral to life yet 
so hard to define. My hero, Oscar 
Wilde, once said, “To define is to 
limit.” The same can be said about 
our year. The friendships in this 

year are so special, so important 
that they can never be defined by 
words. So I tell you now, my friends, 
as you move into a new era, do not 
lose that wonderful and energetic 
spark of light that each of you 
has. They say we are the leaders 
of tomorrow. Hold the ideals that 
this school promotes: the ideals of 
Freedom, Justice, Sincerity, Joy, 
Peace and Love and the world will 
be in safe hands.

I would like to thank the people 
who have been guiding lights 
throughout our time at Loreto. 
To our parents: you have shown 
us the meaning of true love and 
dedication, encouraging us to give 
wholeheartedly to anything we 
participated in. Many of you have 
opened your homes to us and 
for those of you who hosted 18th 
birthday parties, all I can say is that 
we’re so, so sorry. 

To Mr James, Miss Toner and Mr 
Gallagher: a very special thank 
you for the opportunity you have 
afforded me over this past year 
and the support which all three 
of you have given me. Together, 
they create a powerful team 
which continues to drive this 
school forward, leading the way in 
education all the while making sure 
that every single pupil reaches their 
highest possible potential. I do not 
hesitate in saying that the three of 
them create the greatest Senior 
Leadership Team this school has 
had and will have. A very special 
thank you to Mr Shaw, our Head 

of Year for five years, who certainly 
had his hands full with a group that 
found entertainment in locking each 
other in lockers and jumping from 
trees. And to the wisest woman 
of all, Mrs McGoldrick: it has been 
an honour to have you as our 
inspirational Head of Sixth Form. 
I’m lost for words to just how much 
I am in your debt; I wouldn’t have 
made it without you reassuring me 
every step of the way. One woman 
whom we couldn’t forget is Mrs 
West, the stalwart of Senior Study 
who was a mother to all of us, a 
mother with impeccable grammar 
and invaluable advice, might I add. 
The magnificent example of these 
members of staff is wholly reflective 
of the entire teaching staff in the 
school. The impact they have 
had on us is simply remarkable. 
And so whether it is Mr Cunning 
commanding people to tickle me 
the night before climbing Slieve 
Donard or smuggling the explicit 
Game of Thrones DVDs to Ms 
Wilson, I no longer see them as 
teachers but as friends.

I was blessed to have such a helpful 
and supportive team around me. 
I was honoured to work alongside 
the most talented Deputy Head Boy 
in the history of Loreto… apologies 
to the Levy family! Hal has been 
such a pleasure to work with, but 
for me it was never about Head and 
Deputy because to me he had a far 
better talent than singing or playing 
guitar. His talent was being a great 
friend to me and for that, Hal, I can 
never thank you enough.

Finally, I would like to thank the 
one person who has kept me from 
falling into insanity over the past 
year. I could not have wished for 
a better partner than that which 
I found in Rebecca. Indeed, we 
had a bit of a rocky start to say the 
least, being thrust into positions 
of responsibility that neither of us 
were truly ready for. What happens 
when the unstoppable force meets 
the immovable object, you ask? A 
wonderful, supportive and happy 
friendship which will endure for 
many, many years to come is what 
happens. Without Rebecca I firmly 
believe that Loreto’s Got Talent 
would have ended in a mental 
breakdown. Between the horrid 
task of creating countless rotas and 
the awkward diplomacy mission 
called ‘Girls’ High formal’, we made 
it and I’m so glad you were by my 
side for it all. I should really stop 
now because I owe her a pizza if I 
start crying!

It has been the most fantastic 
experience to represent this year 
group over the past year but now, 
as each of us goes our own way I 
ask you, as Albert Camus wrote, 
“Don’t walk behind me; I may not 
lead. Don’t walk in front of me; I may 
not follow. Just walk beside me and 
be my friend.” From the bottom of 
my heart, I thank you all so much for
the love and the laughter: all that you 
need in life. Goodnight and God 
bless.

Conor O’Neill 
Year 14, 

Head Boy 2014-2015
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END OF YEAR MASS 2015

In Memory of

Niamh McCloskey

The Mass to close the School Year was held on Tuesday 23rd June.  The Mass was celebrated in 

memory of our Year 10 student Niamh McCloskey, who passed away at Easter.  Students from Year 

10 who had been particularly close to Niamh presented gifts, photographs, readings and memories 

of their much-loved friend.  Pictured here are some of the students who read, introduced the Mass, 

took part in the Offertory and presented gifts to represent Niamh.  There are also a few details of the 

beautiful banner designed by Niamh’s friends in Year 10.  We were privileged to welcome members of 

the McCloskey family to this beautiful Mass to celebrate someone we miss very much. 

CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS 2014-2015
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8B
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HELPING OTHERS

AUTUMN TERM Fundraising AT LORETO COLLEGE

It has been a busy start to the 
Autumn Term at Loreto College 
in terms of fundraising for the 
College’s designated charities, with 
a number of activities taking place 
as the school year begins.

On Monday 29th September, 
all Year 8 and Year 13 students 
took part in a sponsored aerobics 
session to raise money for LEPRA.  
The event also served to cement 
the bond between the Year 8 
students and their Year 13 mentors, 
and the combined efforts of the two 
year groups succeeded in raising an 
impressive £2366.

A few days earlier, on Friday 26th 
September, members of staff had 
raised an impressive £337 at their 
annual Macmillan Coffee Morning.  
Year 9 student Sarah Lundy carried 
out fundraising for Cancer Research 
in memory of her mother, Mary 
Rose Lundy, at a family event earlier 
in September; many of her fellow 
students were generous in helping 
Sarah to raise a magnificent total of 
£1145. 

Traditional music sessions were 

held at Loreto College Coleraine 
on Thursday 9th October to raise 
money for Trocaire. Organised in 
tandem with Comhaltas Ireland 
events, the sessions saw students 
from throughout the College’s 
age-range performing in Break and 
Lunchtime sessions, with some help 
from a few very talented members 
of the teaching staff.

Under the leadership of Mrs Maeve 
Close and Mr Gerry McGouran - 
both teachers and musicians - and 
assisted by College Vice Principal 
Mr Stephen Gallagher, a range 
of instrumentalists playing fiddle, 
harp, whistle, traditional flute and 
accordion entertained enthusiastic 
audiences, in the College canteen 
at breaktime and lunchtime. The 
musicians were joined by some 
very accomplished Irish dancers, 
who delighted the audience in the 
packed canteen. Mrs Lorraine 
McCool, Social Justice Co-ordinator 
at Loreto College, was delighted to 
report that the Sessions had raised 
£180 for Trocaire.

Year 12 students received a Mood 
Matters talk presented by Aware: 

Defeat Depression, organised 
by Mrs Jane Nugent, Head of 
Pastoral Care at Loreto.  Following 
the talk, a collection for Aware: 
Defeat Depression was taken up, 
amounting to £108.

Just before the Halloween break, 
the Loreto St Vincent de Paul Youth 
group held a well-attended Bun 
Sale, raising £335, while, retaining 
the theme of Halloween Treats, the 
Great Loreto Bake-Off organised 
in conjunction with the College’s 
Home Economics Department on 
Friday 24th October raised £260, 
marking the Month’s Mind of Anna 
McAllister and raising funds for the 
Daisy Lodge in Newcastle.

All the staff and students who 
took part in all these events were 
congratulated on their generosity 
and dedication to helping others 
by Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College. As Christmas 
approached, Loreto College’s 
Social Justice group turned its 
attention to the annual Road of 
Hope Shoebox appeals and to the 
traditional Loreto Mission Day in late 
December.

A scene from the LEPRA workout at Loreto College, involving Year 8 students and their Year 13 Mentors
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Musicians who played in the 
Trad for Trocaire sessions at Loreto College

Great tunes for a great cause: the Trad for Trocaire session at Loreto College

The Justice League group at Loreto College, which raises awareness of,
and funds for, a range of good causes in the course of the school year, 

under the leadership of Social Justice Co-ordinator Mrs Lorraine McCool.

Loreto College Year 9 student
Sarah Lundy, who carried out 

fundraising for Cancer Research 
in memory of her Mother, 

Mary Rose Lundy.

Winners of the Loreto College 
Bake-Off for the NI Children’s 

Cancer Fund Daisy Lodge, 
Anna Toner and Teresa Sobicinska.
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Students and staff at Loreto College 
Coleraine have carried out some 
very impressive work for some of 
the College’s designated charities 
during the first three months of the 
Autumn Term.

Throughout October and early 
November, students and their 
form teachers were hard at work 
collecting and organising materials 
for the annual Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal for the Road of Hope 
organisation. ‘The Road of Hope’ 
is a Rasharkin based charity whose 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL DRAWS Generous 
LORETO COLLEGE DONATION

aim is to support the children and 
elderly in Eastern Europe, who have 
suffered extreme isolation, poverty 
and trauma as a result of conflict. 
The shoeboxes, filled with every-day 
items such as soap and facecloths, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, hair 
accessories, small toys and sweets 
are delivered annually to those 
who wouldn’t otherwise receive a 
Christmas present. This year, an 
impressive total of 239 shoeboxes 
were collected by Loreto’s pupils 
and these in turn, brought joy and 
hope to those who needed it most 

at Christmas. Fiona Kelly of the 
Road of Hope organization paid 
tribute to the members of the Loreto 
College Social Justice League for 
their hard work, dedication and 
concern for others in collecting such 
an impressive number of shoeboxes 
for the appeal.  

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all the 
students and staff who had worked 
so hard in these endeavours, under 
the leadership of Social Justice Co-
ordinator, Mrs Lorraine McCool.

Representatives of international 
charity LEPRA visited Loreto 
College on Thursday 20th 
November, to present the College 
with a plaque in recognition of 
generous fundraising during the 
Autumn Term.

All Year 8 and Year 13 students at 
Loreto took part in a sponsored 
aerobic workout to raise funds for 
Lepra.

Lepra was founded in 1924 and 
continues to fight against disease, 
poverty and prejudice.  Throughout 
the UK, Lepra’s community 
fundraisers have been celebrating 
the charity’s ninetieth anniversary 
with schools and other fundraising 
groups.

LEPRA PAYS Tribute TO LORETO COLLEGE 
FOLLOWING DONATION

Speaking at Loreto College 
Assembly, Lepra Community 
Fundraiser Audrey Heslip paid 
tribute to the students and staff who 
had worked so hard to raise funds, 
and to the College’s Social Justice 
Co-ordinator, Mrs Lorraine McCool.  

‘We work on the frontline in India 
and Bangladesh with people living 
on the margins of society, often 
in extreme poverty.  Last year, we 
helped more than 400,000 people 
to improve their lives,’ Ms Heslip 
explained. ‘The young people who 
raise funds come up with so many 
great ideas.  Meeting them to share 
information about our overseas 
work, especially with children, is 
always interesting.’  The successes 

of Lepra mean that governments 
are now able to deliver services 
were Lepra has trained health 
workers and volunteers.

In total, Loreto’s students raised 
£2366.87 for Lepra.  The top 
fundraisers, Maria McDevitt, Emmet 
Morrison, Tolulope Jide Ojo and 
Aine Apperley (all of Year 8) were 
each presented with a certificate 
and a small gift in recognition of 
their outstanding efforts.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, paid tribute to all those who 
had raised funds for Lepra and to 
the charity’s representatives for the 
insight their presentation had given 
into the practical application of this 
valuable fundraising effort.
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A Year 9 student at Loreto College 
presented money raised for Cancer 
Research NI following some dedicated 
fund-raising both in and outside 
school.

Sarah Lundy raised a magnificent 
£1195 in memory of her mother, 
Mary Rose Lundy, which was 
presented to Sharon Arbuckle of 
Cancer Research NI at Loreto College 
on 9th December.  Sarah raised money 
at the birthday celebration of her father, 
Ronan Lundy, to celebrate her mother’s life 
and to help those who could benefit from cancer 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT MAKES Generous 
CANCER RESEARCH DONATION

research in the future.

As well as enlisting the help of 
family and friends, Sarah continued 
her fundraising in school as the 
Autumn Term began, and was 
delighted to find her classmates and 
friends were keen to support her 
fundraising.

Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice 
Co-ordinator at Loreto College, paid 

tribute to Sarah for her dedication in 
support of others, on behalf of all the 

staff and students of Loreto College.

The St Vincent de Paul Youth Group from Loreto College Coleraine completed a busy term of hard work in the 
service of others by collecting and assembling Christmas hampers, to be distributed to local families in need of 
some assistance at this time of year.

Just under thirty large hampers 
were collected, assembled and 
wrapped by the group, which 
is composed of some very 
public-spirited senior students, 
under the leadership of Religious 
Education teacher Mr Kevin 
Conroy.  These hampers were 
presented to representatives from 
the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
from St John’s and St Malachy’s 
parishes, Coleraine, who received 
them with great enthusiasm and 
appreciation on behalf of the 
families to whom they will be 
donated.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the students and Mr Conroy for 
their consideration and generosity 
in encouraging students from 
throughout the school to donate to 
this excellent cause.

LORETO COLLEGE SVP GROUP HAMPER APPEAL

Members of the Loreto College SVP group, with teacher Mr Kevin Conroy, 
present Christmas Hampers to Sean O’Hare and Sean McGillen from 

St. John’s and St Malachy’s SVP.

MISSION SALE CONCLUDES Busy TERM OF
    FUND-RAISING AT LORETO COLLEGE

The Social Justice Group at Loreto 
College Coleraine had a very busy 
Autumn Term, with a number of 
events and initiatives going on to 
raise funds for a variety of very 
worthy causes. The term’s fund-
raising activities culminated on 
Thursday 18th December with the 
annual Mission Day, raising funds 
for the Loreto Missions worldwide.

Loreto’s Mission Day is the 
College’s annual fun day to promote 
Fair Trade, the Millennium Goals 
and the Loreto Missions worldwide. 
The day allows students from all 
year groups to become involved in a 
variety of activities such as quizzes, 
sporting challenges and games of 
skill, with the focal point being the 
Loreto Christmas Market in the 
College Hall. Fair Trade gifts as well 
as pre-loved jewellery and fashion 
accessories were on sale, and for 
some a definite highlight was the 
range of seasonal treats on offer in 
the café run by Year 13 students 
in the College’s Home Economics 
suite. Students also enjoyed taking 
part in a Bubble Ball challenge and 
a Cube obstacle course, to say 

nothing of the annual Staff versus 
Year 9 Boys soccer match, which 
saw a 2-0 victory for the staff 
following goals by Mr Byrne and Mr 
Deighan!  Some particularly intrepid 
members of Loreto’s star Year 
12 football team were sponsored 
to have their legs waxed for the 
cause: screams of pain and howls 
of laughter were heard as this was 
carried out just before lunch. 

In the afternoon, many students 
enjoyed forming a lively audience for 
Loreto’s Got Talent, organised by 
the College’s Head Girl, Rebecca 
McKillen and Head Boy, Conor 
O’Neill, along with an enthusiastic 
team of Senior Prefects. This year’s 
Loreto’s Got Talent competition 
was tightly contested: the winner 
was Year 12 student Jamie Neill, a 
talented magician, who performed 
a series of ever-more baffling 
card tricks. The runners-up were 
vocalists Eve Gardiner (Year 10) 
and Meabh 
McReynolds 
(Y14). Highlights 
of Loreto’s 
Got Talent 

Year 11 students manning the Loom Band stall
at Loreto College’s Mission Day

A Taste of Eastern Europe 
stall at Loreto College’s annual Mission Day

included a farewell performance 
by Physics Technician Mr Liam 
Otterson, who is retiring from Loreto 
after some 28 years’ service - an 
emotional moment.  The afternoon 
ended on a high note with a Sports 
Star to Music Star performance, 
masterminded by Deputy Head Boy 
Hal McGonigle, with four members 
of the College’s Senior Gaelic 
Football team performing a well-
known song by One Direction, to 
rapturous applause. 

An impressive total of just over 
£4000 was raised on the day for the 
Loreto Missions.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all the 
students and staff who had worked 
so hard in these endeavours, under 
the leadership of Social Justice 
Co-ordinator, Mrs Lorraine McCool 
and Mission Day Co-ordinator, Mrs 
Mabel McAleese.
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The Fair Trade Stall was a popular attraction at Loreto College Mission Day Eve Gardiner (Y10) performing a Taylor 
Swift song at the Loreto’s Got Talent 
contest on the College’s Mission Day

Jamie Neill (Y12) performing his 
winning act at the Loreto’s Got 
Talent contest on the College’s 

Mission Day

Mr Liam Otterson performing for the 
school on Loreto College’s Mission Day

Jamie Neill (Y12), winner of 
Loreto’s Got Talent, with comperes 
Paul McFerran and Conor O’Neill, 

on the College’s Mission Day

Loreto’s answer to One Direction, making their debut on 
the College’s Mission Day

Mrs Jane Nugent (Head of Year 8) taking charge at the 
Candyfloss and Popcorn stall on Loreto College Mission Day

Intrepid Year 12 students who had their legs 
waxed in support of Loreto College’s Mission Day

A lively performance from band Sausage Bap at the 
Loreto’s Got Talent contest on the College’s Mission Day
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Top Charity  EFFORTS BY LORETO COLLEGE 
STUDENTS

Students and staff from Loreto 
College Coleraine have been 
congratulated by College Principal, 
Mr Michael James, on raising 
impressive sums of money for two 
of the school’s designated charities.

Throughout the year from late 
November, a group of ten Year 13 
students, led by Daniel Catterson  
and Gianni Papachrisopoulos, sold 
Northern Ireland Children’s Cancer 
Fund Daisy pins, in memory of their 
much-loved friend and classmate 
Anna McAllister.  The students 
raised over £1000 within a very 
short time.  This was just one of a 
number of fund-raising initiatives 
carried out in support of the NI 
Children’s Cancer Fund at Loreto 
this year.  

In the Spring Term, during Lent, 
Loreto College’s Justice League, 
under the leadership of Mrs Lorraine 
McCool, carried out its traditional 
fund-raising for Trocaire.   A total 
of £4046 was raised, which will be 
doubled to £8092 as a result of 
government funding.  The top fund-
raiser in Loreto was Thomas Mailey 
(8A), raising £65; he was presented 
with a Jet Centre entertainment 
voucher in recognition of his effort 
and commitment.  At KS4, the top 
fund-raiser was Cormac McCarry.  
Top classes were 8A and their 
Form Teacher Mrs J Nugent, who 
raised £580.60, 9B and their Form 
Teacher Mrs S McBroom, who 
raised £212.03, 10C and their Form 
Teacher Bean Uí Mhaoláin, raising 
£100, 11A and their Form Teacher 
Mrs M Close, raising £273.65, 
12A and their Form Teacher Mrs 
F Pepin, raising £400, 113B and 
their Form Teacher Mr P Loughran, 
raising £125.82 and 14B and their 
Form Teacher Mrs K Brolly, raising 
£164.04.

Thanking all the staff and students 
for their efforts and generosity, 
Social Justice Co-ordinator Mrs 
Lorraine McCool commented:

“Trócaire is one of the many 
organisations responding to the 
crisis in Nepal at the moment and, 

following a direct appeal for aid 
last week, I was heartened to be 
able to assure them of our help, 
with such a generous sum from 
Loreto College promised within 
days. Well done everyone on 
another successful campaign.”

Loreto College Year 8 student Thomas Mailey, Loreto College’s top 
individual fund-raiser this year, along with representatives 

of some of Loreto College’s top fund-raising classes, 
with Social Justice Co-ordinator Mrs Lorraine McCool. 

Some of the students from Loreto College who raised over 
£1000 for the Northern Ireland Children’s Cancer Fund, 

in memory of their friend Anna McAllister. 

Seven years at Loreto have come to 
an end for me and so, with that, my 
time as a proud member of Loreto’s 
St. Vincent de Paul Society also 
comes to a close. My Dad is heavily 
involved with SVP in our local parish 
and both my brother and sister 
were members of Loreto SVP and 
so when, as a nervous third year, 
I asked Mr Conroy if I could join 
the charity group it was more me 
following a family tradition than 
anything else. However, as I spent 
more time with the SVP group over 
my five years as a member, its 
meaning for me began to grow in 
significance. 

I believe that the true beauty of 
SVP is in that you are helping 
people in your local community 
who are struggling to do essential 
housekeeping such as buying the 
weekly shopping, buying home 
heating oil or even buying beds for 
their children to sleep on. Our work 
is anonymous and so when you 
support SVP in school you could 
be supporting your friend at the 
other end of the classroom without 
ever knowing. There are always 
people to give a helping hand to 
in our community and that is why 

LORETO SVP: A Reflection ON A BUSY YEAR

fundraising is an integral part to 
our cause at Loreto SVP. We have 
organised a wide array of events 
to raise these funds over the last 
number of years. In my very first 
year the SVP branch organised 
a highly successful band night at 
Frank Owens’ bar in Limavady and 
my last fundraising event was a 10k 
sponsored run in Portstewart (I’m 
still unsure as to how I managed 
to complete it). In between these 
years we have held countless bun 
sales, pick n’ mix factories and even 
a baking competition! Of course, 
Loreto SVP is synonymous with the 
Christmas hamper appeal, for which 
all form classes are encouraged to 
donate an item of basic foodstuff 
each per pupil for a less than 
fortunate family over the Christmas 
period. During my time in Loreto 
SVP I have come to understand 
that it is not so much the amount 
raised or donated that is important 
here, but rather the enthusiasm and 
good will behind every act of charity 
that supports our work. Whether it 
be from a hungry first year looking 
to get their sugar fix at break time 
or a volunteer from Lower Sixth, 
eager to acquire their Pope John 
Paul Award, they are fulfilling our 

fundamental Christian duty: to help 
those in need.

The fundraising is essential to what 
we hope to achieve as a charity but 
it is not the be all and end all. I have 
realised that poverty is not simply 
a financial state but sometimes it 
goes a bit further, and that some 
members of our society can feel 
detached from the world around 
them. As a charity group, we want 
to reach out to those people with 
warmth and compassion. As such, 
in recent years Loreto SVP has 
sought to reaffirm links with the 
neighbouring Edenmore Nursing 
home by having our members visit 
its residents regularly. I have many 
fond memories of my time spent 
there yet I am a little too proud to 
admit how many times that I was 
thrashed playing Snakes & Ladders. 
The only payment you need to be 
part of SVP is to see the expression 
of sheer elation in the faces of 
Edenmore’s residents when you 
pay them a visit. In the future I 
hope that Loreto SVP continues to 
reach out to the community with 
its unique brand of friendship and 
happiness in the aim of alleviating 
tangible and intangible poverty.
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In my final year I was honoured 
to be voted as the conference’s 
President which, along with being 
Head Boy of the College, was the 
proudest moment of my seven 
years at Loreto. But my experience 
in SVP is only scratching the surface 
of the extraordinary commitment 
that continues to drive this great 
charity forward. I have been inspired 
by the work of fantastic members 
of the SVP community, such as 
Coleraine’s own Bernie Cosgrove 
who has given much of her time 
to building links with our own 
school conference and talking to 
our members. This year brought 
a new SVP Youth Co-ordinator 
in the form of Claire Morgan who 
has invigorated youth conferences 
across all of Northern Ireland 

with renewed enthusiasm and 
innovation, including our own. And 
last, but certainly not least, none 
of this would have been possible 
without the unfailing dedication that 
Loreto’s own Mr Conroy brings 
to the conference. The time and 
organisation of many events is often 
not thought about by many but the 
level of such given by Mr Conroy 
can never be expressed in words 
and so, at the end of five years, I 
have to give him a massive thank 
you for such a great experience. Of 
course, all of these brilliant people 
were balanced with Aidan Boyle 
being part of SVP.

That third year who asked to join 
SVP was involved in no other extra-
curricular activities. I didn’t have an 

interest in sport, music, literature or 
art but I found my home with other 
young people who were passionate 
about doing what we could to help 
others (whilst having more than 
enough biscuits) and as I did so it 
helped me grow and develop as a 
person in ways I couldn’t imagine. 
I owe Loreto SVP so much and I 
hope many more pupils of Loreto 
have as brilliant an experience as I 
have had in years to come. I believe 
that when Pope John Paul II said, 
“The love of Christ does not distract 
us from interest in others, but rather 
invites us to responsibility for them, 
to the exclusion of no one,” he was 
thinking about charities like Saint 
Vincent de Paul.

Conor O’Neill
Year 14

In addition to all the many events 
already mentioned, the Justice 
Group spent a busy day bag-
packing in Sainsbury’s just before 
Christmas, raising over £1000 for 
the Samaritans.

The focus for the Justice Group 
this year was Trafficking.  A 
workshop was delivered by Helen 
Henderson from Stop the Traffic 
organisation in November. Antonia 
Boorman and Conor Pauling 
(both Year 13) then attended a 
drama production in Portrush in 
November about modern day 
slavery. They were so inspired 
by the work of IJM (International 
Justice Mission) that they invited 
them into school to speak with 
the Justice group. The ‘Rescue 
him with a rose’ Roses campaign 
in February grew from this, raising 
money to free young people 
enslaved by the Rose fields in 
India. Cloth roses were sourced 

JUSTICE LEAGUE 2014-15

and sent instead of our usual love 
hearts. Over 300 roses were sent 
throughout the school: this was 
a great awareness-raising event. 
IJM were so impressed with the 
idea they aim to roll out something 
similar in other schools. 

In the third term, staff held a Coffee 
Morning for Sister Rosemary, who is 
going to work in the Loreto school 
in Sudan for three months: a total of 
£560 was raised between this staff 
event and a small bun sale for the 
Junior School a few days later.  

Many also contributed to the Angels 
of Hope Garden, instigated by Mrs 
Jenny McGarvey, raising a total of 
£335.  Meanwhile, Mr Kevin Conroy 
and Mr Emmett Harkin completed 
the Derry Marathon at the end of 
May, and requested sponsorship to 
be presented to Mrs Alison Rice, in 
memory of our colleague and friend 
Mr Clarke Rice, for Leukaemia and 

Lymphoma NI.  A total of £720 
was raised.  On Sports Day, 
fundraising was carried out for an 
African youth soccer team, due 
to visit Northern Ireland (including 
Loreto) in October, raising £345.  
Finally, just before the end of 
term, all Year 10 students and 
their form teachers completed 
a sponsored walk in memory 
of Niamh McCloskey.  Mr and 
Mrs McCloskey requested that 
the £1365 raised be divided 
between Altnagelvin Hospital, 
where Niamh was diagnosed, and 
Great Ormond Street Children’s 
Hospital, where she was treated.

Congratulations and a huge 
thank you to everyone for their 
generosity and commitment to 
helping others this year!

Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social 
Justice Co-ordinator 
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MUSIC AND DRAMA

Success STORY FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE SINGER

A Loreto College student took second place in the School’s Hidden 
Talent competition, held in the Millennium Forum, Derry on 13th November.

Conall Ennis (Year 13) performed an Ed Sheeran song, winning high 
praise and taking second place among stiff competition from extremely 
talented young people representing schools from throughout County 
Derry. 

Conall’s talent is well known to his fellow students, as he won the annual 
Loreto’s Got Talent competition in December 2013, to huge acclaim. He 

was congratulated on behalf of all the staff and students of Loreto College by 
Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College.

LORETO COLLEGE CHOIR Provide 
FESTIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Members of the Senior Choir 
from Loreto College provided an 
afternoon of festive entertainment 
for the residents of Seabank 
Residential Home, Portrush, on 
Tuesday 16th December.

Year 12 choir members, 
accompanied on keyboard 
by Rachel Kelly (Year 13) and 
accompanied by teachers Mrs 

Annie Sharkey and Ms Julie Wilson, 
spent the afternoon entertaining the 
residents of Seabank Residential 
Home with a lively and mixed 
repertoire.  Many of the residents 
enjoyed joining in with some of the 
carols. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the students and to the College’s 

Music Department for the wonderful 
performance of the group and their 
generosity in providing an excellent 
afternoon of music.

Members of the Loreto College 
Senior Choir, and Music teacher 
Mrs Annie Sharkey, who provided 
an afternoon of seasonal 
entertainment at the Seabank 
Residential Home, Portrush.

The Siansa group from Loreto 
College Coleraine, Tigh Tara, took 
part in the second round of the All 
Ireland Siansa competition, run by 
Gael Linn, in Monaghan on Tuesday 
3rd March.

Organised by Gael Linn with 
support from Foras na Gaeilge, 
RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta and Irish 
Music Magazine, Siansa provides 
a platform for talented teenage 
groups who aim to emulate groups 
such as Téada, Altan, Danú, Dervish 
etc. While Siansa is essentially 
a competition, the groups are 

helped and encouraged along the 
way by highly regarded traditional 
musicians. The event is run entirely 
through the medium of Irish.  
Following an initial filtering through 
the submission of recordings, the 
Loreto group was among those 
selected for the Workshop stage of 
the competition.

Musicians drawn from throughout 
the school are members of the 
group: Niamh Mooney (Year 8), 
Donal Close (Year 10), Cianan 
Mooney (Year 10), Fearghal Close 
(Year 11), Aoife Kelly (Year 12), 

Cariosa O’Harte (Year 12), Conor 
Pauling (Year 13) and Eimear Dillon 
(Year 14). The group is led by 
teacher Mrs Maeve Close.  At the 
Monaghan Workshop, they had the 
opportunity to work with well-known 
traditional musicians as well as 
hearing the performances of other 
shortlisted groups.

The Tigh Tara group was 
commended on progressing to this 
stage of such a prestigious and 
competitive event by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College.

The Loreto College Traditional Group, Tigh Tara, which progressed to the 
Workshop round of the Gael Linn All Ireland Siansa competition. 

LORETO GROUP Impress IN TRADITIONAL 
MUSIC COMPETITION
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SPRING CONCERT Showcases MUSICAL TALENT
AT LORETO COLLEGE

The annual Spring Concert took 
place at Loreto College Coleraine 
on the evening of Thursday 26th 
March 2015, showcasing the 
considerable musical talent among 
the College’s students. Loreto 
College has a long-held tradition of 
excellence in Music, as a strong and 
vibrant aspect of the wide range 
of curricular and extra-curricular 
experiences on offer to students at 
this prestigious voluntary grammar 
school. 

The concert featured several fine 
performances from the College’s 
Senior and Junior choirs. Both 
choirs have a long-established 
reputation, having taken many 
awards over the years at Music 
Festivals both locally and 
further afield.  Both Choirs were 
accompanied by Rachel Kelly. Also 
on display were some of the vocal 
talents of a number of outstanding 
soloists: Anna Brolly, Hannah 
McMullan, Aine Quigley, Sarah-
Jayne McGill, Rebecca Kealey, 

Caitlin Martin and Connor Dudley-
Fergus. 

The School Orchestra performed 
a tuneful and lively medley.  There 
were some outstanding instrumental 
solos, by Rachel Kelly (piano), Maria 
McLarnon (saxophone), Cariosa 
O’Harte (harp), as well as a violin 
duet by Eimear Dillon and Maria 
McLaughlin, accompanied on piano 
by Maria McLarnon.  Maria and 
Eimear are about to complete their 
A Level studies at Loreto, having 
given seven years’ dedicated 
service to the school orchestra. 

The capacity audience in the 
College Hall also enjoyed the visual 
spectacle of a variety of dance 
performances. Two Irish dancing 
groups performed intricately 
choreographed Riverdance-style 
routines.  The Festival Dancers, 
Shantel Dillon, Ruairaidh Kelly, 
Shauna Kelly, Oonagh McAlister, 
Ellie McBroom and Ellen Mulholland 
brought the first half of the Concert 

to a rousing conclusion.  After the 
interval, Aine Apperley, Donal Close, 
Fearghal Close, Ronan Close, 
Emer Kelly, Chloe Mullan, Tiegan 
Mullan and Michael Og McKeown 
performed a Moycullen Set and 
a Brush Dance.  This ensemble, 
representing Glenullin, performed 
earlier in the year to great acclaim 
at the All Ireland Scór Finals.  At 
the end of the evening, the Feis 
Dancers, Aine Apperly, Donal 
Close, Fearghal Close, Emer Kelly, 
Susan McKendry, Tara McLarnon, 
Erin Rose Ni Shandair and Michael 
Og McKeown performed a lively 
and inventive set of choreography, 
which, to the amazement of the 
audience, included ‘Footloose’, ‘We 
Will Rock You’ and ‘Thriller’. 

There was also a wonderful 
performance by the two Loreto 
Traditional Groups.  Before the 
interval, the traditional group 
comprising Dervla Bradley, Naomh 
McAlister, Cariosa O’Harte, Eve 
Gardiner, Niamh Mooney, Conor 

The Loreto College Junior Choir performing at the College’s Spring Concert

Pauling, Donal Close, Catherine 
Daly, Eimear Dillon, Maeve 
McMorrough, Roisin McMorrough, 
Saoirse McPeake, Naomi O’Hale, 
Cianan Mooney, Dearbhla Ni 
Choisneachain, Fearghal Close, 
Catherine Dougan, Aoife Kelly, 
Emer Kelly and Carmen Owens 
performed a very lively set.  Later in 
the evening, the Loreto ensemble 
Tieg Tara, which recently competed 
to a high standard in the All Ireland 
Gael Linn Siansa competition, 
performed its competition set to a 
great reception. 

Congratulating Head of Music Miss 
Roisin Stewart, Music Teacher Mr 
Stephen Gallagher, Choirmaster 
Mr Howard Gillespie, piano tutor 
Mrs Annie Sharkey, Traditional 
Music and Irish Dance co-ordinator 
Mrs Maeve Close, and all the 
various instrumental tutors and 
Irish dancing choreographers, Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, commented that the Spring 
Concert had been a memorable 
display of tremendous talent, 
offering something for the musical 
and dramatic taste of everyone in 
the audience.

The Loreto College String Orchestra,
performing at the College’s Spring Concert.

Vocal soloist Aine Quigley performing at 
the Loreto College Spring Concert.

One of the Irish Dancing ensembles which performed 
at the Loreto College Spring Concert.
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A Musical  EVENING IN MARCH

The Spring Concert is always a 
promising expo of musical talent for 
Loreto and 2015 was no exception.  
Everyone involved was committed 
to making sure that this year, just 
as previous ones, the show was 
light-hearted and entertaining while 
displaying the great musical talent 
that Loreto is always proud of.

The Senior and Junior Choirs kicked 
off the show with a resounding 
start, accompanied by Rachel Kelly 
on the piano.  Looking around, it 
was nice to see that there were 
people in the audience who were 
singing and tapping along.  Thinking 
that this performance could not be 
beaten, the school string orchestra 
followed closely behind, providing 
some lively tunes.  Thanks to Maria 
McLaughlin and Eimear Dillon, the 
wonderful sound of the violins had 
centre stage.

In keeping with Loreto’s 
commitment to traditional music, 
the evening also included some 
lively tunes from the two Loreto 
Traditional Groups.  However, it 
was the dancers who really set 
the audience on fire.  The Festival 
Dancers brought the first half of the 
concert to a rousing conclusion but 
it was the performance after the 
interval that rocked the room.  The 
audience was clapping and tapping 
to some set dancing to the music 
‘Footloose’, ‘We Will Rock You’ and 
‘Thriller’!

All in all, the Spring Concert, as 
usual, did not disappoint and 
provided a great display of Loreto’s 
talent and appealed to all tastes in 
the audience!

Finn Lestas Year 11
Vocal soloist Sarah Jayne McGill 

performing at the
College’s Spring Concert

The Loreto College Senior Choir performing at the College’s Spring Concert

The Loreto College Traditional Group 
performing at the College’s Spring Concert

Traditional Musicians performing at the
Loreto College Spring Concert

Violinists Maria McLaughlin and 
Eimear Dillon who performed a 

duet at the Loreto College Spring 
Concert, as well as leading the 

school orchestra

Some members of the 
Loreto Senior Choir who, 

as Year 14 students, were taking 
part in their final Spring Concert 

at Loreto College

Vocal soloist Caitlin Martin 
performing at the 

Loreto College Spring
Concert
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Vocal soloist Connor 
Dudley Fergus performing 

at the Loreto College 
Spring Concert

The Loreto College Siansa Group, Tieg Tara, 
performing at the College’s Spring Concert

Sisters Emma Kelly (former student) 
and Rachel Kelly who provided dual 
accompaniment to the Senior Choir 
at the Loreto College Spring Concert

Dancers who performed to highly original choreography combining
Irish Dancing and Thriller at the Loreto College Spring Concert

Set dancers from Glenullin who performed
at the Loreto College Spring Concert

Loreto Traditional Musicians

Senior Choir

Junior Choir

The School Orchestra



112 113

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15 LoretoLore Mag. 14-15

SUCCESS FOR LORETO CHOIR AT 
BANGOR INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

The Junior Choir from Loreto College Coleraine has taken first place in its section of the 2015 
Bangor International Choral Festival.

Following on from outstanding performances at the Loreto Spring Concert, the Choir, conducted
by Mrs Annie Sharkey, received high praise from the adjudicator for all aspects of its performance.
This performance was the culmination of dedicated rehearsals throughout the school year by 
this enthusiastic group, drawn from Years 8-10 at Loreto College.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid tribute to the Choir members, Mrs Sharkey 
and all members of the College’s Music Department, congratulating them on this tremendous 
achievement on behalf of all the staff and students of the College.

NATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE SUCCESS STORY

Congratulations to Lucas Levy (Year 14), who was the only 
aspiring young actor from Northern Ireland to be accepted into 

the National Youth Theatre of Great Britain this year.

Lucas will spend part of the summer of 2015 with the NYTGB.  
A well-known talent in Loreto, Lucas has also been a member 
of the Riverside Youth Theatre for many years, and has taken 

leading roles in productions there, in school and elsewhere.

COMING
IN

OCTOBER:

The Cast members are:

Maria Rainer Caitlin Martin Mother Abbess Niamh Morrison

Sister Berthe Niamh Cunning Sister Margareta Sarah Purvis

Sister Sophia Aoife Boorman/Brona Mackle Sister Dominica Emily Cameron (opening vocalist)

Captain Von Trapp Conor Dudley-Fergus Franz Daniel Catterson

Frau Schmidt Rachel Wilkinson Liesl Roisin McMorrough

Friedrich Pearse Donaghy Louisa Aine Quigley

Kurt Patrick McMullan Brigitta Aine Apperley

Marta Orla McEwan Gretl Erin McReynolds

Rolf Gruber Gareth Doherty Elsa Schrader Therese Mullaghan

Ursula Orla Rafferty Max Dertweiler Niall Hunter

Herr Zeller Cormac McCarry New Postulant Maria Quinn

Admiral Von Schreiber John Joe O’Neill

Nuns’ Chorus 

Bronagh Rafferty Mary Ann McErlean Yasmin Parahoo Nicole Cosgrove 

Flynn Faith-Crothers Niamh Boorman Jacinta Averell Kate Doherty 

Orla Rafferty Megan O’Kane Fionnuala Keane Catherine Daly

Kaleigh Colson-Rice Zara Leese Tara Canning Meadbh Clarke 

Ellie McBroom Una Clarke Sarah McAllister Aoife Kelly

Katie McMullan Rhianna Gardiner Eve Gardiner Caitlin Moore 

Hannah Rafferty Siofra Gillan Niamh Duncan Anna Brolly 

Aine Mailey Tolulupe Jide-Ojo

Lead Dancer – Megan Downey  

Dancers 

Sarah Lundy  Anna McDowell  Ellen Mulholland Shannon Campbell 

Sarah Dillon Mary Mullan Fearghal Close Donal Close

Joseph Mulholland
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The Sound of Music will be performed in
Loreto College in mid-October 2015.  

Rehearsals were beginning as June 2015 drew to a close,
just after the announcement of the cast.
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LOOKING AHEAD

Amazing Brains WORKSHOP FOR LORETO 
COLLEGE YEAR 8 PUPILS

All Year 8 pupils at Loreto College 
Coleraine took part in a study skills 
workshop facilitated by Amazing 
Brains on Monday 13th October 
2014.

Entitled ‘Blast Off’, the workshop 
aims to embed the mindset and 
study habits to succeed at school, 
allowing for a rewarding journey 
through secondary school.  The 
Loreto students enjoyed an upbeat, 
interactive and fun programme, 
designed to captivate, motivate 
and educate young people about 
their brain and learning. It aims to 
create a success-oriented mindset 
amongst students, boost academic 
performance and foster a positive, 
lifelong attitude to learning.

Roisin McFeely, Director of Amazing 
Brains, who led the workshop, 
urged Year 8 pupils to become 
success oriented, realising that 
everyone is ‘smart’ in different ways 
and discussing learning preferences 
and multiple intelligences. 
Encouraging Year 8s to build their 
self-confidence and self-efficacy 
and get the most out of their new 
learning experience, the Amazing 
Brains leaders Roisin McFeely and 
Tracy Gray showed how mixing 
with other students, allied to seeing 
learning as both worthwhile and fun, 
is vital for those who make the most 
of their time at school.

The session was followed by an 
Amazing Brains Parent Power 

seminar on the evening of the 
same day. Parent Power is a 
practical, meaningful, activity 
based 90-minute workshop that 
empowers parents and gives them 
the opportunity to help their own 
children develop the essential study 
techniques to succeed in schools 
and exams.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the Amazing Brains workshop 
leaders for their enthusiasm and 
commitment to both workshops.  
Mr James commented that, 
following the seminars, Year 8 
pupils and their parents were 
enthused about and prepared for 
the challenges ahead. 

Loreto College Coleraine held its 
33rd annual Trial Interview evening 
on Thursday 23rd October 2014, 
organised by the College’s Careers 
Department.  The purpose of the 
Trial Interview evening is to provide 
final-year A Level students with 
an opportunity to experience the 
interview situation and to benefit 
from the constructive criticism 
and advice of the interview panel.  
Each student presents himself or 
herself for one interview in his or 
her chosen career area; after some 
debate among the interviewing 
panel, he or she is then provided 
with feedback on both their 
performance at interview and also 
on the opportunities available in 

that area of employment.  A total 
of twenty interview panels, made 
up of almost fifty interviewers from 
a wide range of professional and 
academic disciplines, and including 
numerous former students of Loreto 
College, provided the students 
with advice, feedback and the 
benefit of their expertise.  Miss 
Maria Flannelly, Head of Careers at 
Loreto College, commented that the 
evening had been a highly beneficial 
and interesting opportunity for the 
students involved, and was grateful 
for the input of the members of the 
interviewing panels. She added that
the event had helped forge the 
College’s links with the wider 
community, helping the students in 

the development of life-skills, 
as well as contributing to 

their preparation for further 
study and employment in their 
chosen career area.  

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commended 
the sixth form students on their 
conscientious efforts in presenting 
themselves for their interviews, 
and paid tribute to the Careers 
Department and the Interview Panel 
members for their hard work in the 
successful running of the event.

Students Jordan Kelly and Hal McGonigle on Loreto College’s Year 14 Trial Interview evening

Loreto College Year 14 students preparing for their Trial Interviews

Year 14 students Lauren McIvor, 
Bronagh O’Kane and Ellen Moloney at the 

Loreto College Trial Interview evening

Loreto College Year 14 students ready for the challenge on their Trial Interview evening

Loreto College Year 14 students 
Clodagh Rainey and Beth McIvor at the 
College’s annual Trial Interview evening

A Level English Language students April Murray, Clodagh McBride,
Jade Curry, Sinead Kerr and Rhiannon Turner on the

Trial Interview evening at Loreto College

SIXTH FORMERS put to the test AT LORETO
COLLEGE TRIAL INTERVIEW EVENING
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ENTREPRENEURIAL Experience  FOR LORETO
                      FIRST YEARS

All Year 8 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in a 
workshop organised by Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland on 
Tuesday 4th November 2014. 
Entitled “Your School, Your 
Business”, the workshop seeks to 
facilitate the transition from junior to 
senior school for the students, as 
well as fostering in them a sense of 
business and enterprise awareness.  
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland 
conducts seminars in the classroom 
that focus on skills the students will 
need to be successful in their new 
school - skills like communication 
and team work.  These skills will 
also be invaluable to students who 
hope to enter an entrepreneurial 
career area later in life.

During the course of the workshop, 
the first year students were also given
the opportunity to work with sixth 
form students - the senior students 

shared their expertise and experience
with their junior counterparts, 
helping to teach them new skills as 
well as facilitating the familiarisation 
process for the junior students at 
their first term at Loreto College.

Karen Murphy, Young Enterprise 
Training Manager, commented, 
“Our aim is to make school as 
positive an experience as possible 
for these young people.  The skills 
they learn now can be applied 

in any new experience, and will 
therefore help them prepare for 
success in their working life when 
the time comes.”

Young Enterprise Northern Ireland 
is a cross-community, not-for-
profit organisation, dedicated to 
inspiring young people to develop 
attitudes and skills for personal 
success, life-long learning and 
employability through participation 
in practical business programmes.  
Mrs Sinead McNicholl, Employability 
and Learning for Life and Work 
Co-ordinator, commented on 
the excellence of the seminar 
programme experienced by the 
Year 8 students, which had proved 
highly beneficial in developing their 
awareness of entrepreneurial skills 
and employability, and paid tribute 
to the Workshop Co-ordinator, 
Ms Bronagh Doherty of Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland.

Loreto College Year 8 students enjoying their 
Young Enterprise workshop

Listening attentively at the Year 8 
Young Enterprise Workshop at Loreto College

A poster presentation by Loreto College 
Year 8 students at their Young Enterprise Workshop

Loreto College Year 8 students presenting their 
posters at their Young Enterprise Workshop

Happy smiles at the Young 

Enterprise workshop for Loreto 

College Year 8 students

Prospective Medicine and Dentistry 
students from several local schools 
were put to the test in Loreto 
College at a special careers event. 
As part of the rigorous selection 
process for these professions, 
students have to attend a nine 
station multiple mini interview (MMI) 
to assess skills and attributes such 
as the ability to communicate, to 
solve problems, to empathise and 
moral reasoning. 

A team of doctors and dentists, led 
by Doctor Martin O’Kane, visited 

Testing Times FOR PROSPECTIVE MEDICINE AND  
DENTISTRY STUDENTS AT LORETO COLLEGE

the College to conduct a trial MMI 
session for 18 nervous students. 
In addition to students from Loreto 
College, students from Coleraine 
Girls’ High School, Coleraine 
Academical Institution, Cross 
and Passion College Ballycastle, 
Limavady Grammar School and 
Lumen Christi College, Derry took 
part.

The event was a great success, 
with students feeling more confident 
and well prepared for future 
interviews at various universities 

in Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
England and Wales. Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College 
and Miss Maria Flannelly, Head 
of Careers, commented on the 
fantastic opportunity this provided 
for students to experience a 
multiple mini interview and wished 
students the best of luck in the 
months ahead. They also conveyed 
their thanks and appreciation to 
Doctor O’Kane and his team of 
professionals for their generosity 
and willingness to advise and 
support the students participating in 
the event.



118 119

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15 LoretoLore Mag. 14-15

The annual Open Day was held 
at Loreto College Coleraine, a 
Voluntary Grammar School, on the 
morning of Saturday 10th January 
2015, drawing a large number of 
prospective students and their 
parents from throughout the 
College’s extensive catchment area.

Following an address by College 
Principal Mr Michael James, Primary 
6 and 7 students and their parents, 
as well as prospective sixth formers, 
were given the opportunity to 
explore the school, benefiting from 
the experience of members of the 
teaching staff and a number of 
current Loreto students - from both 
Junior and Senior forms - in order to 
form an accurate picture of what life 
as a Loreto student entails. Visitors 
to the College were treated to a 
variety of stimulating displays, from 
performances by the traditional Irish 
group and the singing ensembles, 
meeting a variety of characters from 
Literature in the English room and 
displays of talent by several groups 
of Drama students, to “hands-
on” contact in Computer Studies, 
Science and Technology.

OPEN DAYHighlights EXCELLENCE 
AND OPPORTUNITY AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

McDermot (Termoncanice Primary 
School), and Hayden Mullan (St 
Matthew’s Primary School).
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented: ‘On 
our Open Day, we were keen 
to stress that a whole range of 
opportunities is open to any student 
who applies for a place at Loreto 
College. We are well equipped to 
offer all our students the possibility 
of excellence in a whole range of
academic and extra-curricular areas.
The students who helped to 
introduce our school to visitors on
Open Day are themselves a fine 
example of the ethos of hard work,
excellence and community spirit 
which makes Loreto College unique.’

With all academic departments and 
many extra-curricular activities 
represented during the Open Day, 
the event was a very successful one,
building on the College’s links with 
the local community and encouraging
many young people to apply for a 
place in the Year 8 Class of 2015 
and 2016.

For some the highlight of the 
morning was a visit to the 
College’s state of the art Sports 
Hall and Technology Suite. Others 
were delighted by the cookery 
demonstration in the College’s 
Home Economics department - 
especially as many of the culinary 
treats on show could be sampled!  
In the Mathematics Department, 
the contest to guess the number of 
sweets in a jar was won by 
Josh Ferguson from Termoncanice 
Primary School, Limavady. The 
correct answer was 46 sweets. 
Students whose estimates were 
very close were: Amber Eccles 
(Macosquin Primary School), 
Jack Dihmis (St John’s Primary 
School, Coleraine), Pat O’Connor 
(St Patrick’s & St Brigid’s Primary 
School),  Orla McDermot (St 
Canice’s Primary School), Keva 
Mullan (St Matthew’s Primary 
School), Elizabeth Cassidy (St 
Columba’s Primary School), Ryan 
Doherty (St Columba’s Primary 
School), Adam Kelly (DH Christie 
Primary School), Emma Turner (St 
Patrick’s & St Joseph’s), Mairead 
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All Year 10 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine enjoyed a half-
day workshop entitled ‘Project 
Business’ on Tuesday 10th 
February, facilitated by Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland.

The workshop saw the students 
working in groups to act as 
though they were running a mini 
business for the day, considering 
the aptitudes, challenges and 
risks involved in setting up and 
running a company. The students 
worked together to identify their 
own strengths and how these 
could be best deployed in a 
business situation. The workshop 
also gave them the opportunity 
to engage in teamwork, creative 
thinking and problem-solving, 
negotiation, decision-making, time-
management, and target-setting, 
as well as developing their skills of 

‘Project Business’
WORKSHOP FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

communication and presentation. 
Year 13 students acted as mentors 
and suppliers of raw materials for 
the business activity. 

Gail Hamilton of Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland, who led the 
workshops, commended the 
Loreto College students on 
their enthusiastic and positive 
participation, while Mrs Sinead 
McNicholl, Citizenship and 

Employability Co-ordinator at 
Loreto College, commented that 
the workshop had been of great 
benefit to the students in showing 
how skills learned in school could 
be transferable to the world of 
work. Mr Michael James, Principal 
of Loreto College, commended 
the students, Mrs McNicholl and 
the workshop leaders from Young 
Enterprise NI on a very busy, 
stimulating and interesting day.

All Year 12 students from Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in 
a Success Skills workshop on 
Thursday 26th February 2015.

Organised by the College’s Careers 
Department in conjunction with 
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland, 
the workshop asked students 
the question: ‘How prepared are 
you for the future?’ Putting the 
students’ GCSE studies and post-
16 decisions into the context of 
preparing for the world of work, 
developing employability skills and 
trying to give themselves that extra 
‘edge’ to help them get their dream 
job.

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS 
GAIN THE SKILLS TO Succeed

The workshop, led by Gail Hamilton 
of Young Enterprise Northern 
Ireland, aimed to help students to 
improve their employability skills 
and capabilities for life at school, 
for their careers and for the world 
of work. Activities carried out in 
groups included an opportunity 
for students to analyse their own 
learning styles, explore employment 
opportunities, and get to grips 
with some of the realities of career 
development, such as completing 
application forms and experiencing 
a job interview situation. Students 
were also given the opportunity to 
consider their own strengths and 
areas of interest, and match these 
to potential career areas.

Miss Maria Flannelly, Head of 
Careers at Loreto College, and Mrs 
Sinead McNicholl, Employability 
Co-ordinator, agreed that the 
workshop had been a very valuable 
opportunity for the students to put 
their GCSE studies into the context 
of preparation for the world of work 
and to assess their own qualities 
and aspirations with a future career 
plan in mind. Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, paid tribute to 
Miss Flannelly and Mrs McNicholl 
as well as to Gail Hamilton of 
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland, 
adding that they had run an event of 
tremendous benefit and value to all 
Year 12 students.

Loreto College Year 12 students 
Liam Tosh and John Joe O’Neill 

getting to grips with Success Skills 
at their Young Enterprise workshop

Loreto College Year 12 students at their
Young Enterprise Success Skills workshop

Year 12 students enjoying the
Success Skills workshop at Loreto College

Loreto College Year 12 students enjoying their
Young Enterprise Success Skills workshop
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All Year 11 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine enjoyed a 
workshop on The Economics of 
Staying in School on Wednesday 
18th March 2015.

Thanks to Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland, the Year 11 
students now know the value of 
staying in school. The ‘Learn to 
Earn’ programme presented by 
the Young Enterprise team helps 
students understand that, by not 
acquiring further qualifications, 
they may be dooming themselves 
to jobs which will limit their lifestyle 
possibilities in later life.

The Economics of Staying in School 
programme is designed not only 

LORETO STUDENTS Learn Value
OF STAYING IN SCHOOL

to show students in stark terms 
the difference between what they 
could earn if they pursued further 
qualifications, but also the difference 
in their future lifestyles. Through a 
variety of interactive activities during 
the course of the day, the students 
explored the choices they will make 
in the years ahead, as well as the 
realities of budgeting and the cost 
of living.

“Continuing education needn’t 
mean university qualifications,” 
continued Karen Murphy. “Other 
courses can also increase a young 
person’s potential employability. 
We discuss a variety of options, 
including university qualifications, 
apprenticeships, certificates and 

training schemes. Consideration 
is also given to the possibility of 
the students one day running their 
own business. The emphasis is on 
encouraging the students to obtain 
sufficient information to enable them 
to make an informed choice of 
career.”

Mrs Sinead McNicholl, Employability 
Co-ordinator at Loreto College, 
thanked the Young Enterprise 
representatives Gail Hamilton and 
Jackie Smith, as well as Maria 
McLaughlin of Bank of Ireland, who 
led the day, for their interesting and 
thought-provoking contribution 
to the Year 11 Careers and 
Employability programme.

Loreto College Year 11 students, with 
Jackie Smith of Young Enterprise NI,
enjoying their Learn To Earn workshop

Loreto College Year 11 students deep in thought during 
their Young Enterprise NI Learn To Earn workshop

Loreto College Year 11 students with 
Maria McLaughlin of Bank of Ireland 
at their Learn To Earn workshop

Year 11 students Emma McLaughlin, 
Abigail McBroom and Niamh 
Cunning enjoying the Learn

To Earn workshop at
Loreto College

Year 11 students Anna Morrison and Elizabeth White 
with Gail Hamilton of Young Enterprise NI at the

Learn To Earn workshop at Loreto College
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Primary Six pupils from twenty-one 
schools enjoyed Taster Mornings at 
Loreto College Coleraine towards 
the end of May, exploring a range of 
activities on offer at this prestigious 
Voluntary Grammar School.

Pupils from all twenty schools-  
Ballyhacket PS, D.H. Christie 
Memorial PS Coleraine, Crossroads 
PS Kilrea, Gaelscoil Neachtain, 
St Brigid’s PS Ballymoney, St 
Canice’s PS Dungiven, St Colum’s 
PS Portstewart, St Columba’s PS 
Ballerin, St Columba’s PS Kilrea, 
St John’s PS Coleraine, St John’s 
PS Dernaflaw, St Joseph’s PS 
Dunloy, St Malachy’s PS Coleraine, 
St Matthew’s PS Barnish, St 
Patrick’s PS Loughguile, St 
Patrick’s PS Portrush, St Patrick’s 
PS Rasharkin, St Patrick’s & St 

PRIMARY SIX PUPILS Enjoy
       A TASTE OF LIFE AT LORETO COLLEGE

Joseph’s PS, St Patrick’s & St 
Brigid’s Ballerin, and Termoncanice 
PS Limavady- enjoyed activities 
such as team-building games in PE, 
an introduction to DNA and learning 
about the application of Science 
to everyday life, poetry writing in 
the English department, decorating 
cupcakes in Home Economics, 
some interactive number games 
in Mathematics and ice-breaker 
games to explore character in 
Drama.

The pupils also had the opportunity 
to experience the school canteen, 
Café Lorette, and to meet Year 
10 and Year 11 students from 
the College, many of whom had 
attended the same primary schools 
as the visiting students. During the 
morning, Primary teachers and 

Classroom Assistants also had the 
opportunity to meet the team of 
teachers and Senior Leadership 
Team members taking part in the 
event.

Miss Belinda Toner, Vice Principal at 
Loreto College, who co-ordinated 
the Taster Mornings, commented 
that the events had been a great 
success and that it had been a 
great pleasure to welcome so 
many enthusiastic young pupils to 
the College. Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
added that he looked forward 
to welcoming many of these 
pupils back as Year 8 students 
in September 2016, continuing 
the strongly forged traditions of 
partnership between Loreto College 
and the many local primary schools.
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Just after term ended, four of 
our Year 13 students - Shannon 
Donaghy, Rhianna Gardiner, 
Janosch Railton and Daniel White 
- spent a few days in Oxford at 
the first ever Northern Ireland 
Schools’ Residential, jointly hosted 
by St Catherine’s College and New 
College.  

The group stayed at St Catherine’s 
College and had the opportunity to 

OXFORD SIXTH FORM RESIDENTIAL

explore numerous other colleges 
and university buildings, such as 
the world-famous Bodleian Library.  
They also had the chance to attend 
a few lectures, meet tutors in their 
potential areas of study and chat to 
current Oxford students about the 
applications process and the reality 
of Oxford study.

The students were accompanied on 
the trip by Ms. S Mullan.

MRS NUGENT SAYS…

“Safety first in the lab,
Never run about like mad.

Using goggles for your eyes,
Will protect you from an acid surprise!

If you get a Bunsen burn,
Please don’t come to me and gurn!

Tie your hair back nice and tight,
So it will never catch alight!

Now, let’s get started, Class 8A,
And enjoy Science in every way!”

Charlie McKnight
Year 8

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

All Year 9 students at Loreto 
College Coleraine took part in a 
workshop on Forensics on Monday 
6th October 2014.

Presented in association with the 
University of Strathclyde, by a 
qualified and experienced Forensic 
Scientist, the workshop introduced 
students to the career opportunities 
open to them in the world of crime 
investigation, and the relevance to 
this of their studies in Science.

SCIENCE

Science is so specific!

Calculators ready,

Inventions coming,

Electrics running,

Needle holding steady.

Time’s a vital element,

In every science experiment.

Fully corrosive,

Is it explosive?

Could be Mrs Nugent!

Órla McEwan
Year 8

FORENSICS WORKSHOP
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

During the course of the morning, 
the students worked collaboratively 
on a problem-solving exercise. They 
were presented with a scenario in 
which a male student had been 
murdered; they then proceeded 
around a series of stations which 
presented them with various pieces 

of evidence which led towards the 
solving of the mystery. The stations 
tested the students’ skills of 
observation, as well as alerting them 
to the relevance of elements such 
as DNA, moulding, blood groups 
and so on.
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With enthusiasm levels among 
the students showing tremendous 
appreciation for the workshop, 
it was deemed a great success 
by Mrs Sheila McBroom, who 
co-ordinated the event. Mr Frank 
Scullion, Head of Science at 
Loreto College, commented: “The 

workshop allowed the pupils to 
see (and use) real applications of 
science. Such activities challenge 
the pupils in a number of other 
ways - working effectively with 
others in small groups - listening 
and observing carefully to build all 
the evidence, and so on.”

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
all those who took part in the 
Forensics workshop, commenting 
that it had provided a valuable 
experience for the students to put 
their learning into the context of an 
interesting and challenging career.

THE BUNSEN BURNER

Flames are flickering, bright and blue,
The heat it gives could really burn you.
This thing is great, its uses are many,
It needs matches to start, do you have any?

When ready to start class practicals,
Get ready - pen, pencil and spectacles!
Safety equipment to make the mind boggle,
You’re not ready to start if you don’t have 
your goggles!

If you want to become a really great learner,
Make sure you know how to handle a 
Bunsen burner.

Thomas O’Kane
Year 8

SCIENCE

Science is a school subject,
It is really fun,
You learn about the apparatus,
And you’re told not to run.

Hazard symbols, safety rules,
And the Bunsen burner parts:
If you learn all of these
You’ll make a great start.

Chemistry, Biology and Physics
Are the main three
Sciences that you’ll learn
In secondary.

Caite McAtamney
Year 8

Loreto College Coleraine held 
its annual Science Week in early 
November 2014, incorporating 
exciting, enjoyable learning 
experiences for all age-groups 
among the College’s students.

There was a great variety of events 
for the College’s own students: 
all Year 10 Science classes took 
part in a tightly-contested wall 
display competition, with the 
aim of outlining the purpose and 
career possibilities in environmental 
science. These displays were 
judged by a panel from among the 
Loreto teaching staff, on the basis 
of content, impact, literacy and 
design: all members of the judging 
panel were impressed by what they 
saw. Other competitions on offer 
included a Loreto Doodle contest 
for Junior students, led by the 
Loreto Art & Design Department, 
which drew a large number of 
excellent entries, as well as a Poster 
Competition to encourage recycling, 
open to all students in Year 8-12. 

Lunchtime demonstrations were 
available in turn in Chemistry and 
Physics.  The Chemistry lab was full 
to capacity when Mr Frank Scullion, 
Miss Maria Flannelly and Mrs Jane 
Nugent, ably assisted by Year 12 
students Jamie Neill and Cathaoir 
McKay, demonstrated some 
exciting experiments based around 
the theme of Magic. In Physics, 
the A level and GCSE students led 

Stimulating SCIENCE WEEK AT LORETO COLLEGE 
COLERAINE

demonstrations on the theme of 
‘Magic Moments’, exploring forces 
and gravity to enthuse younger 
students, ably assisted by Physics 
teachers Mrs Maeve Close and Mrs 
Katrina Brolly. 

In addition to this, a group of 
Year 10 students, along with Year 
14 Chemistry students, had the 
opportunity to take part in STEM 
Chemistry workshops in the STEM 
module. Launched in 2009, the 
STEM Module is a mobile laboratory 
and workshop equipped with 
everything required to deliver a state 
of the art learning experience to 
schools across the province. The 
STEM module project is funded by 
the Department of Education and 

A Level Chemistry students Hannah 
McMullan and Emma Mullan 

enjoying their Chromatography 
workshop during the STEM 

Module’s visit to Loreto College

A Level Chemistry students 
Courtney Cox and Mairead Carey 
get to grips with Chromatography 
during the STEM Module’s visit to 

Loreto College

Year 10 Loreto College students 
enjoying their workshop in the 

STEM Module

the Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Investment, and managed by 
the North Eastern Education and 
Library Board.  Year 14 Chemistry 
and Biology students carried 
out an experiment in Thin-Layer 
Chromatography, determining 
the ingredients of well-known 
painkillers, an experience they found 
both educational and enjoyable. 

With all these activities proving 
very successful, and with high 
rates of student participation and 
enthusiasm, Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to all the members of staff 
who had organised the various 
events: Mrs Maeve Close (Head of 
Physics), Mr Frank Scullion (Head of 
Chemistry), Mrs Geraldine Doherty 
(Head of Biology), Mrs Sheila 
McBroom (Head of Junior Science) 
and all the members of the Science 
department. Mrs Maeve Close, who 
co-ordinated Science Week, paid 
tribute to all those who had helped 
run the events and to the students 
for their enthusiastic participation.

Year 10 students enjoying their 
STEM Module workshop at

Loreto College

Mr Frank Scullion (Head of 
Chemistry) demonstrating an 

experiment during Loreto College’s 
Science Week
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Students Jamie Neill and Cathaoir McKay who helped out 
with the Chemistry Magic demonstrations during

Loreto College’s Science Week

SCIENCE IS AMAZING

Science is amazing,
There is so much to do,
I love to use the Bunsen
With its roaring flame of blue.

We have learnt so much already,
And we have only started Science,
Including apparatus
Like the test tube or the balance.

We have learnt how to boil water,
We learnt to do it twice;
We did a risk assessment
‘Cause burns aren’t very nice.

I hope this poem was pleasing,
I hope I’ve done it right:
If you like my poem
Can I miss homework tonight?

Aron Lestas Year 8

SCIENCE

My poem is about Science:
The teacher gives you guidance,
So always listen carefully,
And do your work perfectly.

I love it when it comes to practical work,
Hopefully you get a merit to give you a real perk.
You should be wearing goggles at all times,
And by the way, this all rhymes!

When the Bunsen burner turns blue.
Never leave it to go to the loo!
Hazard symbols are important to know,
And that’s the end of my poem - hey-ho!

Hannah McLaughlin
Year 8

SCIENCE CLASS

I was sitting in class the other day,
When my teacher, Mrs Nugent, started to say:
“Today we’re being visited by a man,
A scientist, by the name of Dr Stan!”

Then suddenly, the door swung open wide,
A man in white came inside.
He said, “Hello, my name is Dr. Stan!”
We all sat and stared at the crazy man.

“Today I’m supposed to talk to you about Space…”
Then he stopped, and a smile came across his face.
“But today I won’t just talk to you,
To make it more interesting, I’LL SHOW YOU TOO!”

He put on his gloves and his eye-goggles too,
He then started to mix his chemical brew.
He poured it all over us and next thing BOOM!
We sped up into the air!

IT WAS THE BEST SCIENCE LESSON EVER!

Naoise Coll
Year 8

ROCKETS WORKSHOP FOR
LORETO COLLEGE YEAR 8 STUDENTS

Year 8 students at Loreto College took part in a 
rockets workshop on 18th and 19th June, organised 
by Mrs Katrina Brolly (Physics teacher) and led by 
Mr Raymond McKay and Mr Sean Murtagh 
(Technology teachers). 

In Science lessons prior to the Workshop, the 
students learned about the forces acting on rockets 
and aeroplanes, and the influence of aerodynamics 
and streamlined design to maximise flight performance
and fuel efficiency. In the workshop, they designed 
and launched a range of aeroplanes and rockets. 
There was great excitement as the rockets were 
launched and the flight performance was evaluated to 
determine the best rocket designer in Year 8.

The students greatly enjoyed the workshop and were 
enthusiastic about applying their scientific knowledge 
to real world experience. Year 8 students, assisted by Technology teacher 

Mr Sean Murtagh, prepare to launch their rockets
during the Rockets Workshop at Loreto College. 

Loreto College Year 8 students, assisted by 
Technology teacher Mr Sean Murtagh, prepare to 

launch their rockets during their Rockets Workshop.

Loreto College Year 8 students get advice from 
Head of Technology Mr Raymond McKay and Technology 

teacher Mr Sean Murtagh as they launch their rockets 
at their Rockets Workshop.
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HUMANITIES

SCHOOL MAGAZINE LAUNCHED AT
LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

The 2014 edition of the annual School Magazine, 
Loreto Lore, was launched at Loreto College 

Coleraine at the College’s Senior Prizegiving 
on Wednesday 17th September 2014. 

Providing a record of all major 
school and extra-curricular events 

throughout the 2013-2014 
academic year, the Magazine 
contains hundreds of photos, 
many in full colour, as well as 
numerous articles, artistic and 
creative contributions from 
students from throughout the 
College.

Paying tribute to the Editor, 
Mrs Caragh Little, and the very 
dedicated team of students 
on the Editorial Committee, 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented: “The 

magazine provides a snapshot of 
the activities which took place in school 

in the past academic year, from liturgical 
to academic, creative to sporting.  It is an 

excellent publication, which provides a valuable 
record of school life for the years to come.” 

A group of students and teachers 
from Granada, Spain, has spent 
10 days with GCSE and A Level 
students from Loreto College 
Coleraine as part of an ongoing 
exchange programme. Organised 
by Head of Spanish Mr Peter 
Loughran, the Exchange aims to 
enhance students’ language skills 
as well as their understanding and 
appreciation of each other’s culture 
and customs.

The trip was a return visit, as a 
party of thirteen GCSE and AS 
Level students from Loreto College 
had already spent ten days with 
their partner students in Granada 
in April 2014. The Loreto College 
Granada Exchange is organised 
in conjunction with fellow A Level 

Spanish students and their teachers 
from four schools in Co. Armagh: St 
Paul’s High School Bessbrook, St 
Catherine’s College Armagh, Royal 
School Armagh and St Michael’s 
Grammar School Lurgan. 

During their visit, the Spanish 
students gained several days’ 
experience of everyday life as a sixth 
form student at Loreto College, as 
well as sampling family life with their 
host students. They also enjoyed 
trips to some of Northern Ireland’s 
main tourist attractions: Portrush, 
the Giant’s Causeway, the Titanic 
Centre and the shopping areas of 
Belfast and Coleraine, as well as a 
day trip to the historic and scenic 
attractions of Derry. The group 
also had the opportunity to sample 

traditional Irish culture with a ceili 
in Armagh. The students were, of 
course, encouraged to perfect their 
use of English during the trip, and 
to benefit from their experience of 
everyday life in Northern Ireland. In 
turn the opportunity was there for 
Loreto College’s host students to 
practise their Spanish - especially 
important as these students were all 
preparing for Spanish examinations 
later in the year.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, was delighted to 
welcome the Spanish visitors to the 
school, and congratulated all the 
staff and students on the excellent 
collaborative partnership which 
existed across the Coleraine - 
Granada link.

SPANISH VISITORS
Enjoy LORETO COLLEGE TRIP
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European Day of Languages was 
celebrated at Loreto College Coleraine, with 
the College’s annual European Day, held on 
Thursday 25th September.

Opening with a special Assembly which 
included prayers in French, Spanish, Polish, 
Hungarian and Irish, the European Day 
included a multi-lingual Bingo session for 
Year 9 students and a European Table Quiz 
for Year 10.  In the quiz, teams were tested 
on their knowledge of European History, 
Geography, Inventors, Languages and 
Sport.  In the afternoon, all the College’s 
Year 8 students were able to watch the film Tin-Tin as part of a celebration of French culture.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid tribute to Mrs Siobhan Mullan, European Awareness 
Co-ordinator, who had organised the day’s events, and to all the members of the French, Spanish and 
Irish departments who had contributed to the day.

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES MARKED 
AT LORETO COLLEGE

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS BEIJING-BOUND

On Thursday 23rd October a group 
of 44 Loreto College students, led 
by Mr L Shaw and accompanied 
by 4 teachers, left Coleraine for an 
exciting excursion to Beijing, China.  
The trip, centred in the Loreto 
College Geography Department, 
took 18 months to plan and both 
students and staff were very 
excited to be embarking on such a 
wonderful adventure.  

Their journey took the Loreto group 
from Dublin to Dubai and then 

to Beijing, where they spent five 
packed days seeing the sights and 
sounds of this cultural city.  Tours 
were organised to walk the Great 
Wall, with visits to Tiananmen 
Square, the Forbidden City and the 
Ming Tombs.  Students also had 
the chance to travel on rickshaws 
through the Hutongs as well as 
visit the Olympic stadium (Bird’s 
Nest Stadium) and Water Cube.  
No trip to this amazing city would 
be complete without a visit to the 

world famous Beijing Zoo, where 
the students were able to see the 
famous Pandas up close.  Many 
of the students were also looking 
forward to tasting the authentic 
Chinese cuisine, and to practising 
their bartering skills at the local 
markets, as well as experiencing the 
local culture through the organised 
shows and fireworks displays. 

This was surely the trip of a life time 
for all who went.  
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After years of planning, Thursday 
23rd October finally dawned 
and D-day had arrived for the 
notoriously ambitious China trip. 
Forty four young Loretonians 
set off on the trip of a lifetime, 
anxious yet excited, as Loreto’s 
purple army take Beijing. When 
the final tearful farewells had been 
exchanged with parents, we 
set off for Dublin airport, Dubai 
bound. With suitcases precariously 
close to the weight limit, laden 
with Tayto crisps and comfort 
food from home (just in case the 
Chinese cuisine didn’t resemble 
the conventional local takeaway) 
the forty four, accompanied by Mr 
Shaw, Mrs O’Kane, Miss Wilson, 
Mrs McCullough and Mrs McGreevy 
boarded our long-awaited Emirates 
flight. After crossing countless 
countries, oceans and mountain 
ranges, we finally landed in Abu 
Dhabi and immense relief was felt 
all round when the first out-of-
Ireland McDonald’s was spotted. 
After another flight, we’d spent 
a total of 13 hours in the air, 
having been treated to Emirates’ 
surprisingly palatable in-flight food 
and customary hot towels that no 

LORETO TAKES BEIJING

one really knew what to do with. 
We finally arrived in a bustling mid-
afternoon Beijing, armed with our 
intricately planned visas ready to 
face China’s infamously rigorous 
security, a little more anxious as we 
had a Russian in our midst. Each 
of us was issued with a face mask 
to protect us from the smog, an 
essential fashion accessory for any 
young tourist.

Shortly after we landed, we were 
introduced to our tour guide, Anna 
and our bus driver, Mr Shoo who 
would both give us the ultimate 
Beijing experience, with the help 
of assistant tour guide Aoibheann. 
A short bus journey saw us arrive 
at our hotel for the duration of our 
stay, the Days Inn, perfectly situated 
in the heart of the city. That night, 
our itineraries were free and we 
were given our first introduction to 
late night Beijing. A city which truly 
does come alive at night, down 
town Beijing is a place where you 
can find anything from a deep-
fried rat to a stuffed panda. The 
sights, the sounds and the smells 
together are what make this place 
so magical and unforgettable.

As day broke on our first day, we 
assembled for breakfast. Here, our 
culture shock continued as there 
were no Coco Pops or Weetabix, 
and it turns out that breakfast in 
China is a much more savoury affair, 
with spring rolls and rice being 
offered instead. This realisation 
regarding food in China would be 
the first of many, as fish heads, 
chillies hotter than you can imagine, 
and purple potatoes all lay ahead. 
Our first stop was Tiananmen 
Square, the largest square of its 
kind and where Chairman Mao 
proclaimed the establishment of the 
People’s Republic of China. Known 
as the symbol of New China, it 
is a must-see. Progressing onto 
the Forbidden City and Temple of 
Heaven, we were immersed in the 
diverse history of China, learning 
about the reign of the Ming and 
Qing dynasties, and were treated 
to exhibits of kung fu and taiji and 
countless renditions of Gangnam 
Style by the locals. This evening 
ended much like the previous one 
as we were allowed to explore Beijing
city in smaller groups, arranging to 
assemble back at McDonald’s, the 
meeting point of champions.              

Day 4 marked a visit to one of 
the most eagerly-anticipated 
attractions, the Great Wall. We set 
off on a long bus journey which 
was made educational by our tour 
guide Anna who tried (emphasis 
on the ‘tried’) to teach us some of 
her native language. Even to this 
day, I can just about manage “Ni 
hao!”. On our way, we stopped 
at one of Beijing’s many jade 
factories. Here, we were informed 
of the history of jade and how, 
in the Chinese Empire, jade is of 
comparable significance to gold 
and diamonds in the West. We 
were able to explore the factory 
and see the various ornaments and 
figures being carved which ranged 
from Generation Balls to laughing 
Buddhas. The Ming Tombs were 
the next stop, where 13 out of the 
17 emperors of the Ming Dynasty 
are buried. This enabled us to 
escape the smoggy hustle and 
bustle of inner city Beijing and 
experience its beautiful surrounding 
countryside. After our 2 hour bus 
journey, this Great Wonder of 
the World finally came into view. 
Extending over 21000 km across 
Northern China along historical 
borders and dating back to 700BC, 
it truly was a sight to behold. 
Despite the group’s best attempts, 
we didn’t quite make the whole 

21,000 km. Built to protect China 
from the invading Mongolians, it 
couldn’t withstand the Irish! Despite 
only climbing a short section of the 
wall, we were able to appreciate the 
beauty of rural China.

Day 5 brought with it an air of 
excitement as we journeyed to the 
world renowned Beijing Zoo. With 
almost 1,000 different species of 
animals to see, there was one of 
particular interest that everyone 
was eager to see: the pandas. 
Known for their laziness, it wasn’t 
a surprise that the pandas were 
asleep when we arrived, however 
we were treated to the occasional 
belly scratch. That evening, we 
were treated to a Kung Fu show 
which certainly kept everyone on 
the edge of their seats. From people 
laying on beds of nails to aerial 
silks acrobatics, this display had 
everything. 

Our penultimate day was spent 
in the shopping districts and in 
particular the Silk Markets of 
Wangfujing, where people searched 
for last minute souvenirs. Who 
would ever have thought that you 
could get a ‘genuine Apple laptop’ 
for under ten pounds, China really 
never ceased to amaze. Our final 
evening in Beijing ended with an 

awards ceremony, with prizes being 
awarded to a variety of characters 
such as Mr and Miss Beijing, the 
best barterer and the ‘most likely 
to kidnap a Chinese child’. Gifts 
were presented to the five teachers 
who accompanied us all on this trip 
of a lifetime, and we can’t thank 
them enough for their dedication 
to making this trip an unforgettable 
one.

China is a country known for 
its extravagance and Beijing’s 
Summer Palace is the epitome of 
lavishness. An imperial retreat not 
to be missed, we stopped here 
before we made our return journey 
to the airport. Extending over 10 
square miles, it was amazing to get 
an insight into the summer homes 
of past emperors with the imposing 
mansions, sprawling gardens and 
crystal waters.

As we returned home from our 
Asian adventure, thankful for the 
smog-less Irish air and a little 
thinner from not being able to 
confidently handle chopsticks over 
the duration, landing in Dublin 
was bittersweet. Who would have 
thought that 49 purple, Irish people 
could cause such a stir in a city of 
11.51 million? 

Rebecca Jayne McKillen
Year 14
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The Year 10 trip to the Giant’s 
Causeway was very enjoyable. We 
left early on a Friday morning in 
October and arrived at the Giant’s 
Causeway at around 10am. We got 
our booklets and our pencils out 
and we started our walk around 
the Giant’s Causeway. There were 
eight stops in total, each with 
gorgeous scenery and we learnt 
something new at every stop. I 
particularly enjoyed seeing the 
Camel and hearing the story of how 
Finn McCool travelled around the 
Causeway on Humphrey; and the 
story about how Finn had turned 
his granny to stone and we could 
see her figure on the hillside looking 
done at us. When we got to the 
hexagonal stones we were allowed 
to climb onto them and we had to 
complete a tally chart based on 
the shape of the stones and the 
number of sides they had.

YEAR 10 TRIP TO THE GIANT’S CAUSEWAY

After we had finished the booklet 
we began to walk up to the visitors’ 
centre but we still hadn’t reached 
the steps. I could remember reading 
the sign in amazement which said 
162 steps and looking out at the 
view when I was on about the 
103rd step. It was amazing: the 
waves crashing on the rocks and 
the different coloured seaweed 
glittering in the sunlight. I was also 
astounded at the many different 
languages I heard as I walked 
through the Causeway, this shows 
what a truly global phenomenon the 
Causeway really is.

When we reached the visitors’ 
centre we had our lunch and then 
we were allowed to go to the small 
shop beside the hotel. Inside we 
received a lovely, cosy welcome. 
I like the souvenirs, especially the 
snow globes with small leprechauns 
in them and the giant ice creams, 

sweeties, chocolate, coffee, hot 
chocolate and milkshakes. The 
small shop was packed, there was 
even a gigantic line the whole way 
out the door which was all Loreto 
students! 

After lunch we went on a scenic 
walk around Runkerry towards 
Bushmills. We picked blackberries 
on our way; we walked slowly with 
the sun shining in our faces.

We were really lucky that the 
weather was good for us. The sun 
was shining and there wasn’t a 
cloud in the sky. That was great 
because Miss Curry knew we had 
done our homework which was to 
pray that the weather was going 
to be good! Overall it was a really 
enjoyable day, we learnt a lot about 
our local area and I can’t wait for 
our next Geography trip.

Eve Gardiner  Year 10
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ARTISTIC SUCCESS FOR LORETO
STUDENT ARON

A Year 8 student from Loreto College has won an 

award in the annual Anti-Bullying Week Poster 

competition, organised by the Northern Ireland 

Anti-Bullying Forum and supported by Translink.

Aron Lestas received his award at a special 

reception at the Ulster Folk and Transport 

Museum in Cultra.  Mr Paul Cunning, Head of Art 

and Design at Loreto College, paid tribute to Aron 

for his outstanding work and to his teacher, 

Mrs Michelle McGill.

A student from Loreto College has won through 
to the Northern Ireland Final of the Soroptimist 
International Youth Public Speaking competition.

Rhianna Gardiner (Year 13) took first place in the 
Regional heat of the competition, held in the Lodge 
Hotel, Coleraine on Wednesday 12th November.  
Rhianna spoke for 6 minutes on “Sugar is the new 
tobacco.” Rhianna’s next challenge would be the 
Northern Ireland Final, held on 7th February in 
Hillsborough.   Representing the Coleraine area in 
the Soroptimist International youth Award Public 
speaking competition, Rhianna prepared to deliver 
her speech again and then give an impromptu 
speech of 1-2 minutes chosen by the judges on the 
day. 

Loreto College was also represented at the Soroptimist competition by Rachel Wilkinson, speaking on the topic 
of ‘Apprenticeship or Degree’.

Later in the term, just before Christmas, Rhianna again represented the College in the local heat of the annual 
Road Safety Public Speaking competition, finishing as runner-up. 

Mrs Siobhan Mullan, Co-ordinator of Public Speaking at Loreto College, paid tribute to Rhianna for her excellent 
speech and outstanding delivery, wishing her every success in the Northern Ireland Final of this prestigious 
competition. 

LORETO Success IN PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

Over one hundred Year 11 students 
from Loreto College Coleraine have 
been presented with CCEA ‘OLA’ 
Level 1 certificates representing 
work completed in French during 
their Year 10 year. 

OLA is the Online Language 
Assessment recognition scheme 
run by CCEA. The scheme provides 
students with short-term language-
learning goals and formally 
recognises their achievement in a 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS RECEIVE
‘OLA’ CERTIFICATES

range of increasingly demanding 
levels.  The OLA French course 
provides students with a sound 
basis for further study, building 
on the knowledge, skills and 
understanding acquired through 
initial language learning and using 
a series of short, manageable 
and clearly defined steps to help 
them reach the GCSE threshold. 
By offering a series of short-term 
accessible goals, OLA enhances 
the students’ self-esteem and 
self-confidence, enabling them to 

be successful within the framework 
of a publicly recognised and 
accredited examinations system.

Mrs Siobhan Mullan, Head 
of French at Loreto College, 
commended the Year 11 students 
on their enthusiastic participation 
in the OLA programme, while Mr 
Michael James, College Principal, 
paid tribute to the school’s French 
Department who had assisted the 
students in the preparation for the 
qualification.
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A Loreto College student has won 
the local heat of the annual Rotary 
Young Chef competition, hosted by 
St Joseph’s College Coleraine on 
14th November.  Victoria Tsang, 
who is currently in Year 11 at Loreto 
College, defeated stiff competition 
to emerge as competition winner, 
and progressed to the next round 
of the contest, representing the 
Coleraine area in the Northern 
Ireland final in January. 

Victoria was congratulated on 
behalf of all the staff and students 
of Loreto College by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto College.

Loreto Chef wins through 
to All-Ireland Final

A talented young chef from Loreto 
College Coleraine has won through 
to the All Ireland Final of the 2015 
RIBI Young Chef of the Year 
competition, organised by Rotary 
UK and Ireland.

Victoria Tsang, who is in Year 11 at 
Loreto College, cooked a complex 
and adventurous menu for a panel 
of judges at the regional final of the 
event, held in Grosvenor Grammar 
School, Belfast, on Saturday 7th 
February.  Victoria was one of 
three students who won through 
to the All Ireland Final, scheduled 
for 27th February in Dublin.

Mrs Sinead McNicholl, Head 
of Home Economics at Loreto 
College, paid tribute to colleague 
Mrs Mabel McAleese, who 
had worked with Victoria on 
developing her menu as well 

Success Story FOR LORETO COLLEGE
 YOUNG CHEF

as advising her on the execution 
and presentation of her chosen 
dishes.  Mrs McNicholl also paid 
tribute to Victoria for her hard work 
and dedication in preparing for the 
event, and her calmness under 
pressure on the day.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated 
Victoria and her Home Economics 
teachers on this outstanding 
achievement and wished them 
well for the final round of the 
competition.

Victoria Tsang
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The students and teachers of the 
Irish Department at Loreto College 
Coleraine had a busy start to 
the Autumn Term, taking part in 
numerous academic and extra-
curricular activities.

As always, Loreto  College was 
represented by several Year 10 
teams in the annual Gael Linn Junior 
quiz. The event took place in The 
White Horse Hotel, Derry in early 
October. The quiz was followed by 
a céilí where all pupils participated 
in numerous dances such as a high 
spirited and enthusiastic ‘Waves 
of Tory’.  To complete a great day, 
the Gael Linn hosts complimented 
Loreto’s pupils on their impeccable 
turnout and keen participation.

Just before the Christmas holidays, 
all Year 8 students participated in a 
day of excitement, entertainment, 

BUSY AUTUMN TERM Concludes WITH CHRISTMAS 
SCOR FOR LORETO COLLEGE IRISH DEPARTMENT

enthusiasm and, most importantly, 
enjoyment as the Irish Department 
hosted their fifth annual Scór na 
Nollag: a celebration of craft, music, 
dance, drama and quiz. In the run 
up to the big day, the energetic 
and enthusiastic Year 8 classes 
made a fantastic contribution in 
their thorough in-class preparations. 
Songs were learned off by heart, 
creative and inspired Christmas 
cards were produced and dances 
were practised to perfection. To 
start off the morning’s proceedings, 
each class courageously took to 
the floor and performed their class 
song. This was followed by the 
smaller group acts; with groovy 
moves, instrument playing and Irish 
dancing being enjoyed by all. An all-
encompassing quiz tested our Year 
8 pupils, who rose to the task and 
answered the challenging questions 
laid before them. Additionally, the 

The Overall Winning Class, 8B, in the Scor na Nollaig at Loreto College

pre-submitted Christmas cards 
were judged on adherence to the 
guidelines, creativity and originality. 
Each class accumulated marks 
from all events and prizes were 
awarded accordingly; the winning 
class was named at the end of the 
morning: 8B. 

Loreto College’s Irish teachers, 
Bean Uí Mhianáin and Bean Uí 
Mhaoláin, commented that they 
were, as always, very proud of 
all the participants in the various 
activities of the Irish Department 
during a very busy start to the 
school year.  Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
paid tribute to the energy and 
commitment of the Irish Department 
in organising and enjoying such a 
diversity of stimulating events.

Winners of the Christmas 
Card design competition 
at Loreto College’s Year 8 
Scor Na Nollaig

Winners of the Adjudicators’ 
Prizes for Outstanding 
Participation at the Loreto 
College Scor Na Nollaig 
for Year 8

Winners of the Quiz 
at the Loreto College

Year 8 Scor na Nollaig
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ART Success FOR LORETO 
COLLEGE STUDENT

Oliwia Widuto of Loreto College Coleraine, who was 
named Runner-Up in the 16-18 age group of the 

2015 Texaco Children’s Art competition, with her Art 
& Design teacher, Mrs Michelle McGill.

The main thing everybody enjoyed about 
the fieldwork was seeing geography come 
to life, outside the 4 walls of the classroom.  
All year 8 students got the opportunity 
to observe how the land was used in 
Coleraine CBD, carry out surveys and head 
counts, answer questions and explore 
our town centre instead of being stuck 
inside just looking at a map. We all found 
it very interesting exploring and recording 
the different types of shops, services and 
buildings that Coleraine’s CBD had to offer. 

As a group we also enjoyed the opportunity 
of developing our data collection and map 
work skills as well as our observational 
and investigative skills. Since we worked 
with partners, and in groups, it was a 
good way to get to know each other more 
and to make more friends from other 
classes.  It was also fun to have a bit of 
healthy competition to see who could get 
the best answers between groups, and 
to try to figure out which exact building 
was actually the tallest - Town Hall or St 
Patrick’s Church? Everybody enjoyed the 
day out because it was a great opportunity 
for independent thinking and learning, and 

everyone rose to the 
challenge.  Thanks 
must go to the 
Geography staff and 
other  supervisors 
for looking after us.

Matthew 
McGowan

Year 8

YEAR 8 GEOGRAPHY 
FIELD TRIP

A GCSE student from Loreto College has been named 
Runner-Up in the 16-18 age group of the Texaco 
Children’s Art Competition 2015.

Oliwia Widuto, who is in Year 12 at Loreto College, 
was among the youngest in the top category of the 
competition.  She won the second prize of €1,000 for 
her work Gramps on Morphine.

Oliwia’s work was made using digital technology: it was 
the first time that one of the Competition’s winning 
entries had been created using such methods.
Professor McGonagle, of the judging panel, commented:

“It doesn’t look like a digital work. It looks like a 
traditional work, but it’s done entirely through digital 
technology. It is a different kind of skill altogether, 
which is amazing as well.”

Oliwia was looking forward to receiving her award at 
a ceremony at the Royal Hospital Kilmainham, Dublin 
in May; and to having her work, along with the other 
20 top prize-winning pieces, put on display in the 
Hugh Lane Gallery, Dublin, as well as in various other 
galleries throughout Ireland.

Oliwia’s Art teacher, Mrs Michelle McGill, described 
her as “an amazingly talented and well-deserving 
student”, congratulating her on her success on behalf 
of all the staff and students of Loreto College.

The annual inter-Loreto Mary Ward public speaking 
competition took place in Loreto College Coleraine, 
on Wednesday 29th April 2015.

The competition brings together students from two 
Loreto schools: Loreto Grammar School Omagh and 
Loreto College Coleraine, and is hosted in each venue 
in turn. The competition seeks to highlight student 
awareness of the work of Mary Ward, the founder of 
the Loreto Order, as well as acting as an opportunity 
for students from the two sister schools to spend 
some time together.

This year’s competition drew a particularly strong 
entry from both schools, and the students were 
praised by the panel of adjudicators for the high 
standard of their speeches and the enthusiasm and 
dedication with which they participated in the event. 

Competitors were invited to present speeches on 
a range of topics, including ‘Mary Ward is possibly 
the most remarkable Englishwoman of the 17th 
century’, ‘Mary Ward is as relevant today as in the 
17th century’, ‘Honesty is always the best policy’, 
‘The Importance of Good Manners in today’s world’ 
and ‘World Peace is an impossible dream’ - topics 

MARY WARD PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION AT 
LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

all closely linked to the ethos underpinning Loreto 
education worldwide. 

In the three age-groups, the prizes were distributed as 
follows:

Junior - Year 8
 1st Hannah McSorley (Omagh)
 2nd Aron Lestas (Coleraine)
 3rd Cora Fox (Omagh)

Intermediate - Year 9-10
 1st Catherine Kerr (Omagh)
 Joint 2nd Teresa May McGlinchey (Omagh) and 
  Eve Gardiner (Coleraine)
 3rd Rachel Granger (Omagh)

Senior - Year 11 - Mary Ward Senior Cup competition
 1st Rebecca Dillon (Coleraine)
 2nd Finn Lestas (Coleraine)

Mrs Siobhan Mullan, Co-ordinator of Public Speaking 
at Loreto College paid tribute to all the students 
and staff who travelled from Omagh to take part 
in the event, and all those who participated were 
congratulated on their efforts by Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College Coleraine.

Students from Loreto College Coleraine and Loreto Grammar School Omagh who took part in the 
Mary Ward Public Speaking Competition
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What a day to visit Stormont for our 
Year 13 Politics annual educational 
visit! Monday 9th March 2015 
and the final stages of the Welfare 
Reform Bill were due to be passed 
that morning.  However, fresh out of 
their Ard Fheis and visibly displaying 
a defiant zeal, Sinn Fein would do a 
dramatic u-turn and oppose the bill! 
It was a great day to be there as our 
Politics students saw first-hand the 
wheels of democracy turn, slowly.  

We arrived at Parliament Buildings 
at the usual time of around 
11.00 a.m. and, following the 
mandatory security checks, we 
were escorted to a conference 
room not far from the Assembly 
debating chamber. It was here 
where our Q and A session would 
take place. As always, the main 
political parties of Northern Ireland 
sent representatives in a genuine 
attempt to reach out to potential 
voters. The students, well prepped, 
were eager to hold the politicians to 
account and with the dramatic turn 
of events that followed they were 
not disappointed.

First up was Regional Development 
Committee Clerk Paul Carlisle. 
Mr Carlisle informed the group 
of the role of committees and 
his committee in particular. He 
explained to the students how 
committees can hold ministers to 
account and he informed them of 
an on-going issue in which Regional 
Development Minister Danny 
Kennedy had been summonsed for 
withholding information regarding 
the Derry-Coleraine rail line. When 
asked by student Orla Rafferty of 
the proposed Dungiven by-pass 
the class were informed that the 
Regional Development Committee 
was encouraging the department to 
seek the necessary funds from the 
EU. These contemporary examples 
of the work of committees were 
very beneficial for the students.

Then it was time for the politicians 
to account for themselves! Tom 
Elliot of the UUP was the first up 
and was taken to task over his 

YEAR 13 POLITICS TRIP - STORMONT 2015

opinion on the Conscience Clause, 
academic selection and unionist 
unity. 

Independent unionist MLA Claire 
Sugden was next. Ms Sugden 
was very eager to engage with the 
students producing her very own 
selfie stick with the images of her 
and our students later appearing 
on her Twitter feed! Ms Sugden 
proved to be quite the libertarian 
and outlined her support of lowering 
the voting age to 16 and opposition 
to the Conscience Clause.

Trevor Lunn of the Alliance Party 
addressed the class next. Mr Lunn 
looked visibly frustrated and that’s 
when news of failure to pass the 
Welfare Reform at the eleventh 
hour broke. Mr Lunn explained 
his frustration and highlighted the 
£5 million per month fine to the NI 
treasury. Mr Lunn also answered 
questions from the class on the 
inequities designation brings to the 
Good Friday Agreement, the abuse 
of the Petition of Concern and the 
future of Naomi Long’s East Belfast 
Westminster seat in light of the 
recent Flag Protests.

Sinn Fein’s Cathal Ó hOisín 
made the timely visit next. The 
students were keen, (as was the 
rest of Northern Ireland) to know 
what exactly was going on with 
Welfare reform! Mr Ó hOisín who 
always makes time for the school, 

confirmed that the rumours were 
true. He was happy to explain his 
party’s position and outlined their 
anti-austerity policy and refusal to 
back a bill that would hurt the most 
vulnerable in society. In addition 
Mr Ó hOisín spent time chatting 
to the students on the conscience 
clause, Irish speaking schools, party 
funding and the issue of sensitivities 
when naming public amenities.

John Dallat of the SDLP was the 
final class visitor. Again the issue of 
the Welfare Reform Bill dominated 
the debate. Mr Dallat reiterated his 
party’s opposition to welfare reform 
and he made a passionate plea 
to the students for tolerance and 
mutual respect.

With the Q and A session over we 
were invited to view the Assembly 
chamber in action. Even from 
the gallery we could feel the 
atmosphere. Speaker Mitchel 
McLaughlin and Jim Allister of 
the TUV engaged in a brief but 
heated discussion. We witnessed 
the wagons beginning to circle 
as politicians from both camps 
whispered in each other’s ear, 
frequently checked their mobile 
phones, and often left the chamber 
briefly to return. As a motion on
Gender Equality was being addressed
the politicians looked to be gearing 
up for what would follow next - the 
debate on Welfare Reform.     

Mr E Harkin

On the 9th March 2015, Year 13 
Government and Politics students 
headed off to Parliament Buildings 
to get a glimpse of political life and 
to interrogate MLAs about topical 
issues. It proved to be a significant 
day in Stormont because of Sinn 
Fein dramatically reneging on 
welfare reform despite previously 
agreeing to it.     
 
On arrival we were greeted by our 
guide Marina and we were taken 
to a committee room where we 
would spend the majority of our 
day questioning MLAs. Following 
a brief history of Stormont and the 
inner workings of the Assembly, 
we were visited by Paul Carlisle, 
Clerk to the Regional Development 
Committee. He provided us with 
an interesting insight into the 
everyday work of committees and 
just what an important role they 
play in the legislative process. But 
the real reason we were there 
was to grill the politicians on their 
party’s policies and to find out their 
opinions on contentious issues such 
as the conscience clause.   
  
First to pay us a visit was former 
leader of the Ulster Unionist Party 

A STUDENT’S EYE VIEW OF THE STORMONT TRIP

and MLA for Fermanagh and South 
Tyrone, Tom Elliott. He spoke briefly 
about himself and told us that he 
actually got into politics by accident- 
I’m not sure how you can do that. 
Then we started asking him some 
questions. When asked to outline 
his stance on academic selection, 
he stated that he is in support of it 
and the official line from the UUP is 
that a regulated replacement for the 
11+ needs to be implemented so 
that results improve and grammar 
schools remain strong. He was 
subsequently asked what his 
opinion on the conscience clause 
was and he declared his support 
for it, despite revealing that his wife 
opposes it.    
 
Midway through Mr. Elliott’s 
questioning, Claire Sugden an 
independent MLA from Coleraine, 
arrived and she was angered at 
Elliott’s support of the conscience 
clause, referring to it as “disgusting 
piece of legislation”. Claire became 
an MLA in 2014 following the death 
of Coleraine man David McClarty, 
as she was down to take his place 
should anything happen to him. 
The whole class were immediately 
captivated by her enthusiastic 

personality and this is clearly evident 
in her work as she told us that she 
asks more questions than anyone 
else in Stormont, so is perhaps the 
hardest working MLA! Life as an 
independent politician can be quite 
tough though because you are the 
last to speak in debates and don’t 
have the support of a party to back 
you on your decisions. She said 
that if she were to join a party then 
it would either be the Ulster Unionist 
Party or Alliance. As with every 
visitor, Mr. Harkin asked her if she 
would mind getting a picture taken 
with us and, to our surprise, she 
took out a selfie stick and got us all 
in the picture. Why an MLA brings a 
selfie stick to Stormont is something 
I don’t quite understand.  
 
Subsequently, we were then visited 
by Trevor Lunn of the Alliance Party 
and he was the first MLA to struggle 
with one of our questions. Mr. 
Lunn is a member of the Northern 
Ireland Policing Board and, when 
asked about what is being done 
to increase the number of females 
in the police, he stumbled and 
made a comment about females 
generally not being able to cope 
with the fitness requirements. A 
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comment that hardly ingratiated 
him to us and he was also a bit 
annoyed at Mr. Harkin for asking 
him a question, stating “Are you a 
student?” and then going on not 
to answer. Perhaps it was just his 
way of dodging a difficult question, 
something that politicians are very 
good at.    
  
It was then time to meet a member 
of the party that was making all 
the headlines that day, it was 
Cathal Ó hOisín from Dungiven. 
Compared to the other politicians 
we had encountered, Mr Ó hOisín 
was definitely the most vibrant and 
enthusiastic about his party. For 
example, when asked if Sinn Fein 
could get a 30th seat in Stormont 
at the next election (they currently 
have 29) he stated “that they 

hope to get a lot more than that”. 
His energy almost represented 
the success of his party at the 
moment compared to those who 
are finding it tougher. He was 
questioned about the opening of 
Colaiste Dhoire in Dungiven and he 
was quick to jump to the defence 
of it, telling us that there is only 
one post-primary Irish medium 
school in Northern Ireland and 
this is essential for all the children 
that learn through Irish. Also, Sinn 
Fein’s annual Ard Fheis had taken 
place the previous weekend in the 
Millennium Forum in Derry and at 
it Sinn Fein members agreed that 
they would allow abortion in the 
case of fatal foetal abnormality.  
  
Unfortunately, whilst we were all 
eagerly anticipating the chance 

to interrogate the controversial 
Gregory Campbell, the DUP failed 
to send anyone to meet us, but we 
had local SDLP MLA John Dallat 
as our final visitor. He was asked 
about what the main differences 
between the SDLP and Sinn Fein 
were and he stated that they were 
the best party to bring about a 
united Ireland. 
 
After all of the MLAs telling us about 
their parties and us questioning 
them, there was an opportunity 
to go and see Northern Ireland 
politics in full flow in the chamber. 
It felt very surreal to be sitting in 
the public gallery watching down 
and we all took a collective gasp 
when Peter Robinson and Gregory 
Campbell entered, which led to a 
few of the MLAs looking up at us. 
Finally, before we headed back to 
school, we got a photograph on 
the famous stairs and we wanted 
a politician to join us. Mr. Harkin 
asked DUP MLA Paul Givan if he 
would join us but he said that he 
had somewhere to go. Despite 
this rejection, it was still a great 
day and a fascinating insight into 
Northern Ireland politics. 

Mark McKillen
Year 13

In late March, the PSNI came into school to give 
Year 11 a talk on the dangers of drugs and what 
drugs can do to your body and to others.

They also taught me personally roughly how many 
drugs users there are around this area, and I was 
shocked by this.  There are drug-users all around 
us and I didn’t even know it.  The police taught me 
that drugs can affect not only your physical but 
your mental health.  Drugs can have a huge impact 
on your life.  They can give you lung cancer, 
asthma, heart disease and high blood pressure.  
Mentally, drugs can make you paranoid.

The police told us a few stories, such as that most 
drug dealers have two phones, one of which they 
use for ‘business’ and the other just as a normal 
phone.  They also told us most of them don’t have 
a back on their phone so they can easily get rid of 
the SIM card from the phone.

Most of the talk was pretty serious, as the police 
showed us what some drugs look like so we could 
be more aware if we saw any of these substances.  
But there was also some fun in the day.  I learnt 
that the police can easily tell who’s on drugs by 
doing a simple test.  A few of these tests involve 

DRUGS TALK FOR YEAR 11

making people close their eyes and making
them count in their heads for a certain 
amount of time, telling them to say ‘Stop!’ 
once they have counted to that number in 
their head.  One of the officers told us he 
was standing there for nearly half an hour 
once after he told a person to count to 10 
- which I personally found quite funny.

It never occurred to me what a serious 
impact drugs can have on your life.  Once 
you take them and get addicted, there 
is no going back in a sense, in that once 
you’re addicted you would do anything 
to get money to buy drugs, as the police 
informed us.

I genuinely enjoyed this talk by the PSNI.  I 
found it extremely educational and, as you 
can see, I learned a lot from it.  I definitely 
found this beneficial and educational.  
They also decided to have a bit of fun, 
winding Adam T up about sitting ‘with the 
ladies’ and being a ‘ladies’ man’, and the 
whole year responded by having a giggle, 
to Adam’s embarrassment!

Caitlin Meenan  Year 11

Year 11 was among many groups 
to receive a talk about the Safe Use 
of the Internet from the PSNI.  This 
was a really serious talk, and scared 
me a bit into being more careful 
over how I use the internet.

The most effective part of the talk 
was when the two speakers played 
videos of two different children’s 
stories.  The first video was of a girl 
who had a boyfriend and she sent a 
picture of herself to him, he shared 
it and, before she knew it, the whole 
school knew about it.  The girl was 
extremely upset and didn’t want to 
do anything about it.  But during 
the video, it shows the girl talking 
to her conscience.  Her conscience 

SAFE USE OF THE INTERNET TALK

was telling her to go and get help 
and talk to someone about it, 
whilst she wanted to run away from 
her problems.  This video really 
affected me as I thought if that was 
someone in our school, we’d all 
want that person to be treated with 
respect.

The second video was about a boy 
who was talking to someone he 
thought was a girl of his own age, 
but who in reality was a much older 
man.  He went to meet this ‘girl’ 
and the man tried to kidnap him.  
This video affected me more than 
anything else in the whole talk.  I 
feel this video should be shown 
to many more teenagers as it will 

affect them as it did me, and I think 
it might help reduce the number of 
children using the internet unsafely.

This talk was scary but educational.  
I learnt a lot from it about how 
to use the internet safely.  Many 
teenagers use the internet, so it 
was a useful guide on what not to 
do and what to do.  I didn’t realize 
how dangerous the internet actually 
is and how you don’t know who 
you’re talking to, meaning that you 
need to be careful and follow the 
steps and rules which show you 
how to use the internet safely while 
still having fun.

Caitlin Meenan
Year 11
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Our Year 10 students spent a day at Stormont after the Summer Exams in June, learning about the importance of 
democracy, how our Legislative Assembly works and meeting some MLAs.

STORMONT TRIP - Year 10

All Year 8 students studied the Normans in History this year.  After the Summer Exams in June, the Year 8s spent 
a day in Carrickfergus, exploring the town’s famous Norman Castle and its Visitors’ Centre to get a ‘real life’ 
perspective on what they’d learned. 

Students from Loreto College who have taken part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme this year.

CARRICKFERGUS TRIP - Year 8
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD SCHEME

Students who completed the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme in 2015

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15

Cormac O’Kane Year 14

Dairine Forsythe Year 14 Nicole Meehan Year 14
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Dairine Forsythe Year 14

Oliwia Widuto Year 12 Adam McCallion Year 14

Dairine Forsythe Year 14

Oliwia Widuto Year 12Oliwia Widuto Year 12
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Creative Contributions
STOCKHOLM SYNDROME

It has to be Stockholm 
syndrome.

There is no other possible 
explanation for why, after 
spending five years with them, I 
am almost upset at the prospect 
of anything ever changing.

But it will. Some are going 
to leave and we’ll end being 
reduced to strangers, and if I 
ever meet them on the street, I 
will have to seriously weigh up 
whether or not I should say hi 
before inevitably hiding behind 
the nearest bin until they leave. 

And that bothers me, for some 
inane reason.

First Year, if I remember it at 
all, was a typical, if not slightly 
tentative, series of, “Yes, 
Miss” and “No, Miss” and “I 
wouldn’t dream of not doing 
my homework, Miss.” Until 
somewhere along the line, the 
trepidation ceased and a new 
arc began; one of scattered 
images of seeing how far 
everyone can push the teachers 
at this new Big School. Because 
that’s what happens in First Year. 
You have to redefine everything, 
because in Big School, the law 
of the jungle is different. And we 
redefined it together. Admittedly, 
much to the teachers’ dismay, 
as yet another rag-tag group 
of children learn very abruptly 
that in Big School, we were the 
littlest.

Not that this could dissuade us 
from punching above our weight. 
Our second year jolted into 

motion with an arrogance that 
only Second Years can manifest. 
The smug countenance of we-
are-finished-being-the-newbies-
and-now-we-feel-untouchable, 
with mannerisms and snarky 
responses to match. We were 
terrors. Big enough to throw 
our weight around, but still too 
small to do any damage. Gone 
were the uniforms that hung 
past our fingertips, because we 
were promised that we would 
grow into them eventually. 
Suddenly we found ourselves 
with exposed wrists, and the 
wretched hunches needed so 
that over-exertion didn’t tear 
blazers with a strength befitting 
our enthusiasm.

And suddenly, we were three 
years in and finding solace 
in our not-really-home-but-
since-we-spend-so-much-
time-here-anyway-it-makes-
little-difference-what-we-call-it. 
We were a unified front; we 
couldn’t feign ignorance at each 
other’s problems anymore. Not 
that we had in the beginning. 
The camaraderie that had 
somehow evolved from shy 
passing nods and sympathetic 
glances, to this maelstrom of 
proud and unwavering support. 
I can’t explain this leap; it’s an 
experience, like the first wobbly 
step onto a bridge, but the 
next time you avert your eyes 
from the panels beneath your 
feet, you’re at the other side. 
That’s how I would describe 
our character growth: a sudden 
and irreversible jolt in the right 
direction.

Last year laced our fellowship 
with a new found tension. The 
stresses we had never faced 
before bubbled below, and it 
took all that we had to keep each
other moving. Bitter promises of
exams heralded our entrance into
our fourth year of Big School, 
with the Big feeling increasingly 
hyperbolic. It was a new dynamic,
if nothing else. No one wanted 
to be left behind, but there was 
also an edge of competitiveness. 
Everyone was facing the same 
pressure and I doubt we’d have 
made it alone. It had taken us 
to band together in the years 
previous to pull this off.

And now we’re here. For 
all the panic that still seeps 
like a sore wound from ever-
present furrowed brows, there’s 
something else. Trepidation. No 
one wants to point out that that 
was in fact our last Chemistry 
class, and that perhaps by some 
divine right we will never have to 
shiver below windows that are 
“far too open for this time of year 
please close them, do you not 
feel the cold?!”

It’s nostalgic. That we, who were 
once so little, have reached a 
new landmark. The thought of 
progressing in a different manner 
from how we stumbled here is 
as alien as the prospect of just 
turning back around and starting 
from scratch. 

So it’s not Stockholm syndrome; 
it’s just some irreplaceable bond.

Aoife Keane Year 12
Winner of the 

Senior Magazine Prize

EIGHT LEGS TO WASH

I went into the bathroom,
I don’t quite know what for,

I pulled the cord, put on the light,
And closed the heavy door.

AAAAAARRRRGGGGHHHHH!

It had eight legs, two beady eyes
That fixed their gaze on me,

I couldn’t move, I stood transfixed,
So scared it made me be.

They’re carnivores apparently,
Which means they like their meat,

But I all I thought when I stood there:
It’s me he wants to eat.

It must have come from the garden,
Straight from the dirty path,

And wants to wash its muddy legs
By soaking in the bath.

Where shall I go, its dripping fangs
Look ready to attack me.

My Daddy says they’re harmless,
But I know they’re all deadly.

Shall I get a shotgun
Or some arachnicide?

No, I’ll get a glass and paper.
And throw it back outside!

Orla McEwan  Year 8

MEMORIES OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Junior School is now finishing for our year, and the prospect of Senior School is now upon us Year 10s.  As 
we get ready to start our GCSE preparation in September, we as a year group look back on some of our 
most memorable moments and favourite memories from the last three years.

It feels like only a week ago that we, as a year group, walked into school on our first day, and the foundations 
of our futures began to build.  As we had our first classes in subjects we hardly or never covered in primary, 
the excitement of starting secondary school finally sinking in, my class and my year group (although we were 
still wild with excitement) and soon it was summer.  One of the best years of our lives, but it was so short!

Second Year, the building blocks.  Second Year can be summed up in just one word, ‘Amazing’, with half 
the year group on the ski trip making everyone else jelly (jealous), and every few weeks nearly everyone 
in the year group partying down an awesome, banter-filled week at the Elk.  Then lots of bun sales, yum!  
Classwork was stepped up a bit but it wasn’t a big challenge.

Third Year, the big year.  This year got off to an amazing start.  Everyone was still hyped from summer.  Then 
came the awesome long distance trip to Beijing, China: totally amazing.  Then as the Christmas holidays ended,
we had to choose the subjects we would be taking on for GCSE, and get ready to do our Junior Certificate.  
It is the end of one chapter in our lives and the start of a new one.  As our time in Junior School finishes, we 
as a year group look forward to starting our GCSEs and hope our dreams for the future are achieved.

It has been a wonderful three years and I wouldn’t change it for the world.  Not even the threats from the 
older students like ‘Get out while you can’ have changed my mind or the minds of anyone else I know in their 
views of the past three years.  We would not change it for anything else in the world.

Aoibheann Conway Year 10

THE SPIDER

Eight long legs.
Two beady eyes,

Ready to give someone
A scary surprise!

Spinning a web
All day long,

A fly gets trapped,
The spider crawls along.

Caught in the trap,
The fly it struggles,

And the spider moves in
To give it a cuddle!

Scurry little spider
Across the room,
Up to your web,

Dodge the broom!

Spinning your web
To catch your prey,
Repeating this chore

Day by day.

Caite McAtamney
Year 8
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THE SESSION MAGIC CONVENTION 2015. CHELTENHAM, ENGLAND, U.K.

Every January, every close-up 
magician’s favourite gathering of 
like-minded people takes place. 
This year, I was lucky enough to be 
one of the 200 people to attend. 
The Session is renowned for its 
relaxed attitude and sharing of 
creative ideas and processes. I 
had never been to anything like this 
before. I didn’t know what to expect 
from it, but I was open-minded.

As with anywhere worth going, I 
had to wake up at 5.00 am to catch 
a flight. Since I was flying in to 
Birmingham airport, as Cheltenham 
airport is for cargo planes and I’m 
not a parcel, I landed in Birmingham 
at about 7:45, the time I should 
have left the house to attend school 
that same day. From the airport I 
had to take two train journeys and 
a taxi ride but, because the train 
left the airport at 9:30, I had time 
to kill. I took a seat on the platform 
and took out my Black Madison 
Rounders playing cards- there was 
a deck of scarlet Rounders in my 
bag that Madison and his majestic 
beard would sign for me to never, 
ever use.

I arrived at the hotel around 12.00 
and had to wait until 14.00 to 
get checked in to my room. By 
this point I was very hungry. As I 
registered for the convention (it was 
held in the hotel I was staying in) I 
was able to pay for all my meals in 
advance. I did this, obtained a lunch 
voucher and ate straight away. 
I’m still not sure that what I ate 
was really chicken, but I was tired, 
hungry and excited to be taking part 
in a workshop with “el maestro”, 
Senor Juan Tamariz, creator of the 
mnemonica card stack that you 
could accidentally put your family 
poker deck into without realising. 
Assuming you put it in brand-new 
order after every game, of course. 
But, I digress, as those who know, 
don’t tell and those who tell, don’t 

know. Eventually I finished stuffing 
myself, was given my room key 
and I retired to bed, to watch 
SpongeBob… I tried to convince 
myself I needed to sleep, but the 
most excitement I’ve ever felt 
overwhelmed me when David Blaine 
arrived at the hotel. Of course, we 
live in the age of social media, so I 
was obligated to tweet that I was 
mystified as to whether or not David 
was actually present. He was. I 
knew because before I saw him, he 
saw my tweet and followed me. I 
have bragging rights now, right?

Eventually, I was no longer feeling 
the need to sleep and I was in the 
lobby of the hotel looking silly with 
no friends. I glanced about the 
room and saw people that I, only 
hours ago, had only ever seen on a 
computer monitor. I found a table 
with a free seat and sat down. I was 
taken aback by how friendly these 
complete strangers were and by 
how comfortable I was around them 
even though I had never talked to 
them before. They were just talking 
about playing cards and the effects 
that can be obtained with them. 
Things I had wished I had someone 
else to talk to about and share my 
ideas with, now I was in the position 
to have these friends and I was 
too surprised to talk to anyone. 
Eventually 6.00pm came around 
and the Tamariz lecture started. As 
the 59 others who had registered 
for this seminar and myself filtered 
in to the tiny room, I wondered if 
this 79 year-old man was really 
as amazing as they said. Long 
story short, he was. He covered 
everything from the psychology to 
the presentation of an effect. How 
people retain focus on what they 
are led to and what they remember. 
Again, getting too far into this would 
take up time and space that I do 
not have; if you would really like to 
know, ask me in person.

The Tamariz seminar was over at 
around 22.30 on Friday evening; 
the tiredness was starting to kick 
in but I decided to socialize.  I 
watched David Blaine performing 
a new miracle in which any four of 
a kind are selected from a shuffled 
deck and then found one by one. 
I could not see the person that 
this was being performed for and, 
as I tried to peer over the crowd, 
a short woman with hot pink hair 
shouted, “Daniel, the taxi’s here.” 
The crowd had parted a little and 
I looked through to see Daniel 
Madison staring in disbelief at David 
Blaine and barely audibly exclaiming 
,“What the…..?!” Madison left and 
I went back to the seat I was in 
before the Tamariz seminar started 
and I made friends with George. 
Then I actually went to bed and 
slept.

9.00am came around and I woke 
up, disorientated and speaking 
Spanish that el maestro had 
been shouting for comic effect. 
I went downstairs and got some 
breakfast. At 10.30 the Roberto 
Giobbi lecture took place and was 
very entertaining. I didn’t pay much 
attention as most of the material 
only worked for those who are 
very comical and light hearted 
in their performance, as if they 
believe that they are in fact doing 
real magic. This is not the kind of 
performer I am. Of course, I do 
enjoy presenting some effects as 
a mixture between the two styles. 
Such as Angle-Z where I claim 
the piece has vanished and re-
appeared somewhere else. But 
for these effects that mix does not 
work. However, I will concede that 
Roberto is a master of his craft 
and he has a firm understanding of 
not only the methods but also the 
feelings that good presentation can 
evoke.  The whole weekend had 
many lectures and talks, 12 in total 
and writing about each and every 

one would require a considerable 
amount more words than this 
caffeine-fuelled deception artist 
can muster at 11pm, so I shall talk 
about my favourite lecture. The 
Daniel Madison lecture. 

Madison took the stage in his 
signature skinny jeans, black 
shirt and whiskey glass image. 
He was going to be talking for 55 
minutes. I started to wonder what 
he could possibly talk about, the 
answer was right under my nose 
and I didn’t even expect it. A man 
obsessed with cheating at cards, 
of course it was going to be about 
the gamblers’ cop, a move so 
versatile and so audacious that it 
is never expected and therefore 
never caught. Chances are, if I do 
a demonstration or an effect, I’m 
doing this move. His insights were 
mostly things that I myself had 
come across whilst on a sugar-
fuelled creative spree: my favourite 
effect to create to date was inspired 
by this move. The best part of this 
was, for me, the end, as I had a 
conversation with Daniel about 
the gamblers’ cop, and we both 
agreed that it is by far the most 

versatile move. As we were talking, 
a man who was keen that his son 
“Really was Madison’s biggest 
fan” nearly shoved me through 
the wall I was standing beside to 
present his son to Madison, like 
he was Simba being presented to 
receive a blessing. Later that same 
day, I was talking to Daniel in the 
lobby of the hotel about his scarlet 
Rounders, which go for around 
$200 on ellusionist.com. There were 
only 2,500 decks printed, and that 
number will never increase, even 
when the man himself runs out of 
stock.

The next day was the final day. 
There were magic retailers set up in 
the lobby and I managed to obtain 
a free deck of moonshine playing 
cards, which have since been 
ruined, I so should’ve asked for a 
brick of them. But, alas, as I was 
walking around, looking for George 
again, I found Stephen Frayne, or 
Dynamo, whatever you prefer. As I 
went to speak to him, I turned away 
because I thought I heard George 
calling my name, I hadn’t. When I 
turned back, Dynamo was gone. 
Real Magic! As I walked towards 

the lecture hall for the Asi Wind 
lecture, I realised what I’d missed 
out on and I nearly cried. When I 
came out of the Michael Weber 
lecture, many, many hours later. 
I was shocked to have found out 
that the special guest speaker was 
Derren Brown, a man who has 
inspired my performance style so 
much that sometimes I catch myself 
talking like him. He was interviewed 
and talked about a time when he 
was walking home and a formidable 
man came over to him and started 
acting aggressively. He used 
psychology to cause the aggressor 
to experience an adrenaline-dump, 
a feeling I know too well from my 
many times being winded during 
kumite in the dojo. In essence, 
when Derren felt the situation 
escalate he said to his aggressor, 
“The wall outside my house isn’t 
4ft high.” This caused the man to 
freeze up and eventually started 
crying on Derren’s shoulder and 
talking about how his relationship 
with his girlfriend was breaking 
down. Like the kind human he is, 
Derren said to the man “You’ll be 
able to move your legs in about 
30 seconds, don’t worry,” before 
moving off and leaving the guy 
unable to move until he was a safe 
distance from him. I went to bed 
after Juan Tamariz’s second lecture.

The next day I woke up, got a 
healthy breakfast of orange juice 
and a fry and began the long 
journey home.

TL; DR – Went to a magic 
convention, was excited. Super 
early flight. Arrived early. Went to 
bed, watched Spongebob, David 
Blaine followed me on Twitter. Went 
to a seminar with a 79-year-old card 
sharp. Went to 12 other lectures. 
Talked to Daniel Madison. Listened 
to Derren Brown. Went home.

Jamie Neill
Year 12

HARRY THE SPIDER

Harry the spider lives in my room,
He fills my sister with dread and doom.

He has eight spindly legs that are black and hairy,
And his eight simple eyes make him look quite scary.

40,000 types of spiders there are,
They live everywhere except Antarctica.

Harry the spider is only quite small,
But some of his cousins are as big as a ball.

One evening I watched Harry spin a web,
It came right down from the ceiling to my bed.

The strands were like silk, lighting up in the night.
I thought they would break but they held quite tight.

Thomas O’Kane
Year 8
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MY FIRST 
IMPRESSION OF LORETO

I woke up in the morning filled with 
excitement.  Today was my first 
day at Loreto! I read my book and 
waited until my alarm went off at 
7:30 and got into my daily routine, 
which included getting into my new 
Loreto uniform!

When I was ready for school, my 
Mum took pictures of my sister 
and me for my first day at Loreto.  
Then we bundled into the car.  As 
we drove, I looked out the window, 
looking forward to school.

When Mum had dropped me 
off and said, “Have a good day, 
sweetie,” I started walking to the 
gate.  There I met another Loreto 
student and we started talking.  As 
we went through the gate I felt a 
rush of excitement: I was now a 
Loreto student, I belonged to this 
school.  I went through the front 
door and into the Assembly Hall.  
Mr James was on the stage with 
Miss Toner and Mrs Nugent.  There 
were groups of Year 8s all over the 
place.  I found Hermione from my 
Primary School and chatted to her.

After Mr James had done his 
speech, we were sorted into form 
classes.  I got put in 8C with Mrs 
McAleese.  I went up to our Form 
Room and sat at a table with 
Hermione.

I looked around and thought, 
“This looks like a kitchen.”  Mrs 
McAleese introduced herself and 
then put us with partners to find 
out more about them.  I made 
loads of friends and when it came 
to lunchtime I thought the food was 
fantastic.  

I really loved my first day at Loreto 
and it’s been getting better and 
better.

Michael McConnell
Year 8

Mum pulled up outside the enormous, 
mammoth-sized school gates.  My eyes 

drifted to all the gigantic kids walking 
into the school along the narrow path.  
They all looked at least 100 feet tall.  I 
turned to my mother, who had a stupid 
grin on her face that couldn’t get any 
bigger.  Just as I was about to turn 
and get out of the awkwardly stuffy 
car, I looked at my mother to see her 

trying to hold a strong face.  Her eyes started 
to well up as a loose tear ran down her cheek.  I groaned 

at her behaviour.  I was hardly leaving forever!  ‘Mum, I’m a big girl 
now!’ She pulled me in for a hug that nearly crushed my bones.  She 
unwillingly pulled back and blew an embarrassing kiss, in reply to 
which I slammed the door!

I took in my surroundings.  Everything looked so big.  The people 
looked so much older, scruffier, whereas there was me with very 
neat, plaited hair, with not even one loose strand of hair out of place 
on my head.  My skirt fell just above my knee.  It was warm outside 
for a change, so I felt sweat form on my face, not only from heat but
from nerves.  I have never been able to deal with people really well.
I have always been the awkward child who never spoke up in class,
who sat at the back looking like ‘the weirdo’ who never paid attention.

The walk up the path seemed to fly by, but I was walking agonisingly 
slowly, dreading what was about to happen.  I was greeted by what
looked like a scary teacher.  She held a posh composure and I 
genuinely felt quite threatened by her.  She greeted me with a 
heartwarming smile, which made me relax.  ‘Hello, welcome to 
Loreto College, I’m Miss Toner.’  I tried to come across as confident 
but failed miserably when I heard some very annoying older pupils, 
who looked about 25, charging towards me laughing, and singing 
what seemed to be the Spongebob theme tune.  I scurried closer to 
Miss Toner to feel a sense of security.  The boys pranced past with 
not a care in the world until I saw Miss Toner giving them a glare. 
They ducked their heads down and walked past swiftly, looking 
ashamed.  I tried to hold in the giggle which was threatening to come 
out.

I followed Miss Toner like a lost puppy, looking around the school as 
we walked.  I panicked even more when I saw the size of it.  It was a 
colossal school.  Everywhere seemed like a maze.  I felt the deeper I 
got, the more I wouldn’t know how to get back.  Miss Toner stopped 
outside a door.  She signalled for me to go in and I felt sick to my 
stomach.  I would have to talk to people.  Socialising has never 
been my thing.  How on God’s earth was I going to make friends?  I 
guessed I’d just be a loner for my school years.

I slowly walked towards the door and turned the cold handle.  As 
I entered, I looked to see what felt like one million faces looking at 
me - but in reality it was only about twenty.  My feet felt heavy as I 

MY FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL took a deep breath in to chill my nerves.  I looked up 
to see another teacher.  ‘Welcome to 8B,’ she smiled, 
in return to which I gave a small smile.  ‘You will sit 
beside Leon’.  She gestured to a boy sitting in the row 
before the last, with bright blond hair.  I gulped my 
nerves down and sat beside Leon.

I felt like I was falling asleep after a long hour hearing 
about the school rules and getting our timetables.  I 
learnt my form teacher’s name for this year was Miss 
Galbraith.  She was really nice and seemed genuine.  
I didn’t dare say a word to Leon: even when I was 
dying to say something, I couldn’t.  An older student 
came to pick us up to take us to what seemed to be 
our first class.  I was praying that I would get nice 
teachers.  I watched as other kids were looking at us 
like we were aliens.  Some looked at us with grins, 
others with annoyed glares and some just stared at 
us and laughed, which I couldn’t really understand.  
Was there something on my face?  We were told to 
line up beside the door, in single file.  I was interested 
to see what lay ahead.  I walked in and saw the sign 
Geography on the door.  Great.  Geography had 
never been my type of subject as I have the worst 
memory ever: this should be eventful.

I walked in to see a man who was tall, thin and had 
his glasses sitting just above the bridge of his nose.  
He stood up straight as he saw us walking in.  ‘Hello 
everyone, I’m Mr Shaw and I will be your Geography 
teacher for this year.’  I sighed, as I thought to myself, 
‘This is going to be a long class…’ After a whole hour 
of sitting listening to rules, I heard the bell go.  I fired 
off my seat, packing my things away in a hurry not to 
be late to my next class on my first day.  That would 
suck.  The same older boy came to lead us off to our 
next class, which was French.  I was interested by 
languages.  I had always wanted to be able to speak 
to my family without them understanding me.

‘Bonjour, je m’appelle Madame Mullan.’ I looked 
at what seemed to be a woman speaking to us in 

Chinese.  French was fun: I learnt how to say the 
alphabet, roughly, in French, but I didn’t trust myself 
to say it on my own.  It was now the dreaded lunch 
time.  I sat outside French after listening to Madame 
Mullan telling us we all had to meet outside her room 
when the bell went, to meet the senior who would 
lead us to our next class.  I threw my bag on the floor 
and grabbed the latest book I had been reading, ‘The 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid’.  I found this book hilarious.  I 
loved to read, every day and night.  Any time I had 
free time, all I would do was read.  It felt as though 
five minutes passed, but in fact it had been forty.  We 
only had one more double lesson before we could go 
home, as today was an early day.

I could feel my excitement at the thought of going 
home to my weird family.  As we walked past Miss 
Galbraith’s room, we stopped at what seemed like 
mountains of stairs.  I felt myself groan at the thought 
of climbing all of them.  I was too lazy for this.  We 
started going up the stairs and by the end I could feel 
my lungs tighten as my breaths became rough and 
ragged. This had better be worth it.  The thought of 
getting used to those stairs was impossible; I didn’t 
think I would ever get used to those stairs, but funnily 
enough, I did.  We entered a really hot room.  I felt 
my already reddened cheeks reddening some more.  
English was my favourite subject so far; I just loved 
English, and everything about it intrigued me.  My 
teacher, Mr Boyle, was extremely nice and he seemed 
really laid back: his voice came across as calm.

When the bell went, I don’t think I’ve ever moved as 
fast.  I ran down those stairs like my life depended 
on it and ran out the school doors as though I had 
been there all my life.  I smiled when I saw my Mum’s 
familiar grey Golf come into view.  I pulled the door 
open to see my Mum looking up in anticipation and 
excitement, obviously wondering how my first day 
had gone. ‘How did it go?’ she blurted out after I sat 
down.  ‘Busy,’ I replied.

That was on 1st September 2012.  Now it’s 1st May 
2015 and my school life has changed amazingly.  I 
have so many amazing friends whom I never want 
to forget.  I have been through hard times, easy 
times, good times and bad times but I’ve got through 
it.  All my teachers have been amazing, getting me 
through to the point I’m at now.  I have a huge thank 
you to give to every single one of them individually.  
Reflecting back on my first day, I have now seen 
how much I have settled into the school and how 
many people I have met whom I want to keep in my 
life.  Loreto has changed me, and I owe it all to the 
amazing people in it…

Caitlin Meenan Year 11Nicole Meehan  Year 14
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SPIDERS

Spiders delicately spin webs

Puzzled is the fly when it is caught in the web.

Insects, small birds and lizards 

are what spiders feed on.

Dark places they do like to be in.

Eight legs to spin and climb,

Really surprising I found is that spiders are 

found in every continent except Antarctica.

Spider silk is stronger by weight than steel.

When spiders have children they often leave 

them to fend for themselves or die.

Exceptional spiders are,

Blending to camouflage themselves.

Caitlin Campbell Year 8

THE ADVENTURES OF KRISTIAN O’HALE

Kristian and his friends were hurrying back from an 
adventure when they heard a voice.
“Hello, anyone home?  I’m Mr Gormley!” cried the voice.  
“Hey guys, sorry, I’m Eoghan.”
“Hello,” said Kristian. “Are you supposed to be here?”
“No, not really,” said Eoghan.
“Mr Gormley,” replied Aidan. “Where do you live?”
“Well, Limavady,” replied Eoghan.
“Do you know Magda?” asked Holly. “She lives in Belfast.”
“Does she?” replied Eoghan. “I’ve never heard of her.”
“Mr Gormley!” said Matthew. “Did you meet my cousin yet?”
“Yes,” replied Eoughan,“but your cousin told me I was Mr 
Gormley.”
“Eoghan,” said Kristian, “calm down.  We have other stuff to 
do so we are going to be late.”
“Oh,” said Eoghan. “Go ahead then.”
Kristian hurried on to his next class, but the bell hadn’t rung 
yet.  So other people ran on too.
“Wait,” said Eoghan. “Could I come with you?”
“No,” replied Aidan.  “Look, we have to go because the bell 
is beginning to ring.  So come over later, Mr Gormley.”
“I want to come!” cried Eoghan. “Please, let me go!”
But the friends didn’t want Eoghan to come.  Eoghan began 
to cry and cry.  It was at this that Eoghan suddenly knew 
something was happening over in the distance.  A strange 
man came up to him.
“Anything that I can do for you?” he asked.
“Well: my friends… they don’t like me,” replied Eoghan.
“Ok, I’ll speak to them later.  Bye,” said the manager.
Eoghan had become sadder and sadder.

Kristian O’Hale Year 9

FAMILY DINNER

The floor looks terribly comfortable. If I start 
to slide now, I should hit the floor before 
anyone realises that I have completely given 
up on this family, but more importantly, this 
ridiculous dinner.

My father must have caught my eyeing 
the floorboards hungrily, and he pinned 
me down with a glare. It would be unfair, 
I realised, if I dissipated from my chair, 
because that would leave him to deal with 
them. Alone.

Not even I could be so cruel.

I blinked at my father, trying to silently show 
my begrudging acceptance to stay. It wouldn’t
have mattered if I had said it out loud, no 
one would hear it over my brothers’ yelling.

Relieved, my father put his head in his hands.
Lacking his discretion, or just being entirely 
fed up with the entire ordeal, I slammed my 
head into the table with a groan. I doubt 
there was enough force for me to black out,
but there’s a lot to be said for wishful thinking.

At this point we are ten minutes into a family 
dinner my mother has been planning since 
she realised that her children had the capacity
to grow up and become fully-functional adults.
 
Capacity for a lot of things, I mused. But 
both of my brothers fell short of the fully-
functioning mark. Our kitchen fridge used 
to be adorned with pictures of three smiling 
children and crude crayon drawings with 
labels that were necessary if you wanted 
to make out just what was going on in the 
swirling scratches. Now it was newspaper 
headlines. “Hero saves orphanage,” “Hero 
donates kidney to everyone because he has 
a saviour-complex”. Not to be out-done, 
there were also the records of the other’s 
achievements: “Masked terror robs another 
bank”, “Local villain ruins international 
summit because he is bored and self-
destructive.” Of course there are also some 
certificates for my piano exams, but they 
dimmed in such exhilarating company.

Like said certificates, my own feelings 
of inadequacy are emphasised by my 
exuberant siblings. But sitting at this table, I 
am reassured: I am the only sane child, and 
probably least likely to die in an inferno.

My eldest brother, Anthony, was currently glowering 
at Christian, the ironically named anarchist and the 
thorn in Tony’s side since… Since always, I guess.   
Glowering was good. Glowering was quiet. Glowering 
wasn’t goin- oh my god he has picked up the table.

This is how our dinners go. Tony decides that 
Christian is a terrible person (which he is), and that he 
should die (which he should probably not, at least until 
after dessert), and Christian retorts that Tony is made 
up of only his enormous ego (which isn’t exactly true, 
but his self-importance in practically tangible), and that
maybe he should die (again, jury’s out until after dinner).

“YOU ARE A TERRIBLE HUMAN BEING!” Ever the 
poet, Tony is frothing at the mouth with these very 
intelligent insults.

“AT LEAST I’M NOT A SELFISH, ATTENTION-
HUNGRY POSER, WITH TOO MUCH MONEY FOR 
HIS OWN GOOD!”

My dad and I exchange a look. Christian is starved 
for attention. He only acts out because he wants to 
be recognised as an individual not as “Tony’s little 
brother”. And in the midst of this incredible psycho-
analysis, that I am very proud of, a small sound comes 
from the kitchen door.

“Ahem,” my mother coughs gently. Blushing, Tony 
puts the table down, and Christian settles back 
into his chair. They have the decency not to argue 
in front of mum, which is quite hilarious. Hilarious 
because this tiny woman, who is wearing an apron 
with ducks on it, strikes fear into the hearts of these 
terrifying forces of nature. Now she’s here, maybe the 
screaming will stop for long enough that my ringing 
ears can acknowledge and enjoy the peace. 

That seems unlikely, however, when Tony takes the 
bigger piece of pie. My father, makes no movement, 
but in his own knowing way, allows the blood to drain 
from his face. I am hoping- praying - that Tony won’t 
look smug. Because if he does (and he does), it’ll be 
Christian’s turn to start swinging furniture. 

He opts for the chair beside him. It’s close to him, but 
far enough from Tony, that in its arc, it will build up 
enough power to damage both his physical body and 
the proud self-image that he has built up. It’s a good 
choice of weapon. It would be better, however, if it 
WASN’T THE CHAIR I WAS SITTING ON.

In my flight across the dining room, I considered many 
things.

Firstly, I asked myself whether it was right to feel 

shame, when I thought of my family. Of my timid 
father, my unstable brothers, and of my mother who 
seemed blind to it all. I quickly decided that this 
shame was perfectly reasonable.

Then I wondered if I was destined to take on a role like 
my brothers. Would I end up a hero? No. I am much 
too cynical for that. A villain, then? Not smart enough 
to get away with anything… In my glorious descent, 
I figured that I’d probably stick to something in an 
office. A nice quiet office, where you weren’t thrown 
because of a slice of apple pie. 

If I wanted to further analyse these deep questions that
plagued my much-too-exciting existence, I would have 
to leap through the air of my own accord, as my flight 
ended with me skidding along the floor and into a wall.

I wasn’t dead. But Christian soon would be. I sat up, 
dazed, barely managing to restrain the snarl I was 
holding in. I resolutely stared at the table: Christian 
a decidedly unamusing shade of white; my father 
contorting his face in a way that told me he was trying 
not to laugh; Tony’s mouth was pulled into a slight 
frown, surprised at my trajectory and aerodynamic 
ability. But my mother’s expression was the best. She 
was scowling. Not at Christian, not at me; at the pie. 
Because it was the pie’s fault. 
Slowly I stood up. Looking at my family with the 
briefest of glances, I pivoted on my heel.

“Same again, next week?” I called as I padded up the 
stairs for some much needed rest.

Aoife Keane Year 12

SPIDERS

    The spider falls down from the tree,
Spinning a web for all to see!

Eight long legs and four pairs of eyes,
I think it’s time to say goodbye!

The beetles and flies just have to go,
Even the birds don’t make a show.

The wasps were buzzing with no fear,
And quickly stung the spider’s ear.

Off he went into his lair,
His pincers closed, and his legs all hair,

He’s shaken up and clenching tight,
Oh! That wasp gave him such a fright!

Alex Mailey Year 8
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The spirits were calling, calling, 
calling, “Join us, join us!”  Sam 
woke up with a start.  This was 
the fifth time this week that he 
had dreamed about spirits.  As he 
wondered what it meant, he heard 
his Mum calling,  “Sam! Hurry up!  
You’ll be late for school!”

Sam sat up and hurriedly put on 
his uniform and went downstairs.  
His Mum and Dad were already 
downstairs, his Mum drinking tea 
and his Dad reading a newspaper.  
“Morning,” Sam said to his Mum 
and Dad and sat down to eat his 
breakfast.  After his breakfast, he 
brushed his teeth, got his bag on 
and headed off for school.

Sam walked through the school 
gate and narrowly avoided being 
run over by a bicycle.  
“Watch it!” snarled the person on 
the bike.  Sam had only just got to 
his friends and said hello when the 
bell rang.  As Sam walked upstairs 
to Registration, he saw a girl walk 
past him, looking at him as though 
she had met him before, then 
walking off with a swish of her long, 
wavy brown hair.

The whole way through school he 
wondered about who that girl was 
and, after the bell, instead of joining 
his friends going to the local sweet 
shop, he headed for the girl, who 
was surrounded by her friends.

The moment he arrived near that 
group of giggling girls, his heart 
sank.  It was a group of those 
‘girly’ girls.  As he drew nearer, the 
mysterious girl saw him and said to 
her friends, 
“I’ll catch you on Facebook later.  
Bye!”  Then she hurried over to 
Sam. 
“Hi, I’m Sam,” said Sam, and 
smiled.  

The girl smiled back and said, “Hello 
Sam, nice to meet you, I’m Maria.”  
Sam and Maria looked at each 
other and Maria said, 
“Do I know you, or have I met you 
somewhere?”  
Sam shrugged and replied, “I don’t 
know.”  
Then Maria said, “Say, join us!” 
Sam looked puzzled.  “Why?” he 
asked, but Maria said, 
“Just do it, ok?”  
Sam shrugged, and said in a voice 
which was not his own, but more 
like those of the spirits in his dream, 
“Join us.”

Maria gasped and Sam looked 
startled.  
“Look.  I didn’t mean to say it like 
that.  I sounded more like the spirits 
in my dream…” Sam’s voice tailed 
off, his hands over his mouth.  He 
cursed his big mouth and looked at 
Maria, but she looked strange and 
said, 
“You have spirit dreams too?  Of 
course!  You were one of the spirits 
in my dream!”  
Sam started at her.  “What?” he 
asked, confused.  And then the light 
dawned on his face as he realised 
that Maria had been one of the 
spirits in his dream too!

Just then, Sam’s phone went off 
and he answered it.  
“Hello?”

“Sam!” said his Mum.  “Where are 
you?  I’ve been worried sick!”  Sam 
looked at his watch and realised 
that it was 4pm.  
“I’m still at school, Mum,” he 
replied.  
“Well, hurry up at once!” his Mum 
said, and hung up. 
“Sorry, gotta go!” Sam said, and 
hurried off in the direction of home.

Sam was being grabbed by the 

hands of spirits who kept calling 
“Join us, join us!”  He finally gave 
in and said, “Ok.”  At once, his 
soul got ripped from his body and 
landed in the dream.

“Where am I?” he asked a nearby 
spirit.  
It replied with, “In our realm for 
all eternity unless the door for the 
deceased opens – which it has not 
done for ten millennia.”  
Sam’s spirit sank a few inches, and 
then rose again.  A new feeling had 
emerged in Sam and he spoke. 
“I can do anything I want now.”

Sam went across the realm and 
found a wall covered in the graffiti of 
the deceased.  He glided up and, to 
his surprise, saw a spray can there.  
He picked it up and sprayed a string 
of swear-words and skulls on it.

Immediately, he was whisked away 
to a section where spirits of about 
his age were swearing, smoking or 
drinking.  One of them glided over 
to him and said,
“Did you spray swear-words on the 
wall?”
Sam nodded and the spirit slapped 
him on the back, saying, “Welcome.  
I’m Max.”

Over the next three weeks, Sam 
was thoroughly enjoying himself 
drinking, smoking and swearing 
when he heard his name being 
called.  He looked around and saw 
Maria’s spirit being pulled along by 
two other spirits.  Immediately, Sam 
launched himself at the two spirits 
and pulled Maria from their grasp.  

Then he and Maria disappeared to a 
beach that was grey and had spirits 
drifting along it.  Sam said,
“Maria, how the (swearword) did 
you come here?”
Maria gasped when she heard Sam 

SOULS OF THE DECEASED

Cornrows were a brave choice, and in the face of school led 
crackdowns on self-expression, a local student has found herself 
caught in the crosshairs of a brush with the management.

“Everyone has been really supportive,” the blonde explained, “I 
got like 70 likes on Facebook.” When asked what had inspired the 
hairstyle, the 16 year old shrugged,“I guess I wanted to emulate 
Snoop Dogg, and when Kendrick Lamar’s new album dropped, I 
was already in the hairdresser’s demanding rows. I’m really feeling 
the rap scene right now, and I’m not like other girls.” 

The look has reportedly done wonders for ensuring free movement 
through the corridors.

“Yeah, the second years were pretty terrified of it,” she reflected. 
An in depth description followed of how one child, transfixed in fear 
and reverence of the blonde, leapt across the hallway into another 
student, tackling them to the ground. The blonde kept on her path, 
more than surprised at how the younger students cowered in her 
presence. “It’s the sort of power I never expected to wield.”

Other sources claim that the cornrows have given the blonde 
influence over the opposite sex as well, reportedly leaving the last 
Sense with 3 “curts” under her belt; an impressive increase from her 
previous outing which had left her lonely in the nightclub. 

This article comes in lieu of the blonde’s disentanglement from the 
cornrows. Many students were filled with outrage and demanded 
that the rows be returned as soon as possible. With the hopes of 
many of her peers resting on her shoulders, the blonde faces further 
choices in regards to how her hair hangs above her shoulders.

CORNROWS

swear, and replied,
“I got grabbed by the spirits and 
they handed me to the two you 
attacked.”

Sam looked bewildered.  
“This means that we’re both 
trapped here for eternity,” he said 
with a new, indignant feeling.  “But 
how?  I mean, why did this happen 
to us? I mean, we’re just normal 
people, right?”  
Maria looked up into Sam’s ghostly 
eyes and said, “I think we’ve been 
chosen for something.”

Just then a spirit appeared and 
said, “Come with me.”
Maria and Sam both held on to the 
spirit’s arm and all three of them 
disappeared.

They reappeared beside a door.  
The spirit who had taken them to 
it said, “This is the door for the 
deceased, and you have been 
chosen to open it.”
Sam looked confused. “But it’s 
been closed for ten millennia.  How 
are two teenagers going to be able 
to open it?”
The spirit disappeared without 
answering, leaving Sam and Maria 
alone.

Suddenly, Maria and Sam grabbed 
each other’s hands and their spirits 
grew bright as they chanted,
“Lataragafalamotaghoul!” which 
translates into “Open up door for 
the ghouls!”
As soon as Maria and Sam had 
stopped chanting, the door opened 
and a voice echoed the whole way 
though the realm:
“Join me, Spirits!”
At once, the spirits were sucked 
inside the door and Maria and Sam 
woke up in their bodies the night 
they had disappeared.

Michael McConnell Year 8

THE PEN

To many people, the pen is just an object.  A tool.  Something they 
use to do homework, or suffer through another long, tiring double 
period of Science, English, French or whatever subject they happen 
to like the least, that drags on and on and on and on.  Much like the 
pen across a page.  Most people don’t think much of the pen.  It 
isn’t remarkable, or interesting to them.  It’s just another little thing 
in their busy lives.  But I don’t think of it that way.  In fact, I think the 
pen is fascinating.  It’s powerful.  It gives you a chance to express 
yourself, and show the world what is really going on inside your 
head.  A small, plastic tube, filled with a blue or black liquid, that 
stains a page in a certain way.

To me, that’s simply incredible, because when I pick up a pen, I 
have no limits to what I can do with it.  I just have to pick and choose 
between 26 letters, and let the ink flow.  Every stroke, every squiggle 
or flowing line on the page has a meaning.  They are all needed to 
make a story, or a poem, or a paragraph.  They all fit together, like 
a jigsaw puzzle, letters forming words, forming phrases, forming 
sentences, forming paragraphs, forming pages of creativity and 
thought.  It’s something many people take for granted, the pen.  Yet 
I think it deserves its own moment of appreciation.  So here’s to the 
wonderful thing that gives power to an author, or character to an 
illustrator.  The pen.

Dennis Bondarenko Year 9

Aoife Keane  Year 12
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I was enjoying a fruitful life of opportunities whilst 
bonding with my family whom I will cherish in my 
heart forever more.  My father Ka-In Myung had 
an unhealthy obsession with quizzes which I Ka-
Hain Myung and my older brother, Ka-Hae Myung 
shared- he was a caring brother who stands by my 
side to protect me, a true brother. My father always 
tested me and Ka-Hae on quizzes everyday on lunar 
calendars, anything that you can think of to test our 
knowledge of the thriving environment around us.

My father was the most honourable Chief to his best 
friends who were also his colleagues- they worked in 
a fire station situated in Seoul where they had saved 
many lives from the roaring inferno of the destructive 
fires which had engulfed hundreds of buildings, 
entrapping the frightened individuals. Everything 
changed that unforgettable night which I have 
declined to speak of ever since.

September 25th 2000 was a tragic day for my father, 
and left my family’s life in ruins. It was a night where 
one of the manufacturing factories was engulfed in 
flames and it withered with intoxicating smoke. As the 
luminous midnight blue sirens wailed in the air, lighting 
the shrouding abyss, they reached their destination. 
At approximately ten in the evening, they stepped out 
to meet the manager Moon Jae-Suk. Moon Jae-Suk 
treacherously lied to my father to protect his own 
welfare and prosperity. In fact the reality was that 
the two individuals whom the heroic fighters were 
searching for were already out of the factory, having 
accidentally caused the enormous fire. The manager 
decided to hide the truth and to lie to MSC and YGN 
news reporters.

This led to the blame being pointed towards my father 

who was killed in the flames alongside his brothers 
during the search. The explosion released their 
infuriated souls from their bodies but now the whole 
community blamed him for the deaths and a police 
investigation was soon underway, encouraged by the 
Press. MSC Reporter Song-Cha OK was the first to 
attack my family. The lies she said tore out my heart 
by twisting words into a different, harmful meaning 
which completely eradicated the lives of my family.  

September 26th 2000
As the morning sun rose above the peaks of the 
horizon, flashes from cameras came into my eyes-
blinding me momentarily. Then the reporter (Song-
Cha OK) came towards my brother Ka-Hae and 
questioned him about my father’s quilt.  I protested, 
backing up my words with evidence of my father’s 
dedication and loyalty to his dead friends. But my 
words vanished into thin air before it touched her 
chiselled face- the face of Satan’s daughter. As she 
caused my words to disintegrate in the foul mist of her
own, she called them “ridiculous lies” with a face of
disgust. Her words pounded towards me like a ravenous 
tiger to its prey. An egg was thrown at me, cracking, 
smashing onto my face, its sunny yolk dripping down 
as if it was magma from a roaring volcano.

Enraged, my brother immediately pushed the 
reporters- shouting towards them with annoyance 
and profanity. With the winds rising above my hair, 
the absolute cup of vengeance I grasped in my hand 
was filled with the blood of my father and mother 
(my mother had committed suicide on the 23rd of 
October, on the day I wanted to go to watch the 
fireworks with her). From that moment on, I vowed 
revenge on the demonic reporters…

Allan Chan Year 9

WORDS CAN KILL
by Zhi-hao Chan

Prologue: Tragedy

SPIDERS

Creepy spider busy at work.
Hiding in lots of dark, dark places.
You are a fantastic spinner
Catching insects for your dinner.

Creepy spider scurrying around,
Looking for insects and small birds,

Spinning webs so strong and smooth,
As snacks are caught and cannot move.

Creepy spider one of many,
Scary as you hurry along.
Finding yet another dark place
Which is to be your hiding place.

Eoin Mullan  Year 8

A TRAIN OF THOUGHT

I have always loved steam engines. From the little 
North Western Tank Engine to today’s Tornado, I 
have always been fascinated by them. Maybe it’s 
something mechanical, or the extensive history? I 
don’t really know how to explain it but there’s just 
something special about them which I don’t get with 
cars or one those X-Box things. My main area of 
interest stems from the 1923 Grouping Act which led 
to the creation of the Southern Railway, the London, 
Midland and Scottish Railway, an extended Great 
Western Railway and of course, the London and 
North Eastern Railway.

The LNER is by far the most famous 
of these four railways, with three 
world records which still stand today. 
Both record breaking engines were 
designed by a man called Sir Herbert 
Nigel Gresley. The third, and the 
only one which can still be beaten, is 
the World Speed Record for Steam. 
This was supposed to be a “brake 
test”, but the engine, A4 Number 
4468 Mallard, hit 125.88mph, 
snatching the record from Germany. 
The first two came from the most 
famous steam engine of all time, 
Flying Scotsman. The first being the 
first non-stop run from London to 
Edinburgh and the second being 
the first authenticated 100mph top 
speed. It is due to this that 4472 is 
my personal favourite steam engine 
of all time, especially given how it 
escaped the scrap man in 1963. 
Both engines now reside in the 
National Railway Museum in York, 
albeit with Flying Scotsman in bits. A 
third LNER engine worth mentioning 
never ran on British Railways, let 

alone the LNER. Completed in 2008, 60163 Tornado 
was the first steam engine to be built in Britain since 
1960. The reason for its building was the fact that the 
49 original engines, the Peppercorn A1s, had all been 
scrapped during the modernisation plan in the 1960s. 
Tornado went on to feature in Top Gear’s “Race to 
the North”. It comes as a surprise that the fireman for 
that journey didn’t punch it after his bacon flew out 
of the chimney. However, given that these engines all 
reside in England, and the fact that I have never been 
to England, why am I so interested in them?

As you have probably guessed 
by now, I was exposed to certain 
ex-LBSCR E2. I had mountains 
upon mountains of merchandise 
for it and it wasn’t long before my 
Father noticed this obsession. He 
went to my Grandfather’s house and 
retrieved his old Triang-Hornby train 
set. The train didn’t work but that 
didn’t matter, I had trucks to push 
around on track that actually looked 
convincing. That Christmas I got 
my own train set with two engines 
and a lot of new track. That was in 
2003. My Father’s original engine sat 
out of service for many years until 
the summer of 2014 when London 
Transport No. L90 finally ran again.

The scale of the trains that I run is 
00 (1:76 scale, this means they are 
76 times smaller than the real thing). 
As you can see from the comparison 
with the ruler, they are rather small 
(but not the smallest scale mind). 
This makes it easier to build a big, 
complicated layout. The two main 
companies that I buy trains from are 
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Hornby and Bachmann. However, over the past year I 
have been collecting a Magazine Series which gives you 
a 00 model for £8.99 every two weeks. Although these 
are static models, they can be motorised. At the time of 
writing, I have 47 engines, ranging from small shunters 
to powerful express passenger engines. At the moment, 
my Father and I are planning a huge shed to put a 
permanent layout in. My room is simply becoming too 
small as the layout could now fill a third of English 4.

Somebody once said to me that all a train set could do 
is go round in circles. Well, that person, to put it bluntly, 
knows nothing. As the former Top Gear presenter 
James May once said, “How would I get that guard’s 
van, on to the end of that train? That could take an hour 
of shunting. Excellent.” Shunting is basically arranging 
trucks into a train. Sometimes you will have to remove, 
let’s say, seven trucks to get just one that you need. 
It is quite fun, in a weird sort of way. Something else 
which I really haven’t tried yet is railway modelling. This 
is when you build your own engine using parts from 
others. The closest I have go to doing this is motorising 
some of those £8.99 models.

While we are on the subject of money, the last thing 
I would like to cover is price. You can pick up a small 
low detailed engine for about £20 to £30. For a detailed 
tank engine, you can pay from about £50 to £100. A 
low budget tender engine could range from £70 to 
£90 while the detailed equivalent can go for over £150. 
Limited Editions are a different story as they can be 
twice as expensive. Thankfully, the most I have ever had 
to pay is £90 due to a damaged box.

Cathaoir McKay
Year 12

Cormac O’Kane  Year 14

DUCKSPEARE:
A REAL WISE QUACKER!

(not cool CJ), Duckspeare didn’t let
this ruffle his feathers and was 
rearing to go and prepare from the 
moment we left Loreto for mid-term 
break. 

As everyone readied themselves 
for the momentous occasion that 
was now just a few short hours 
away, Duckspeare enthusiastically 
reapplied his guyliner and 
demanded we have some 
background music that he could 
bob about to - his first choice of 
course being Taylor Swift (whom 
he refers to as his very own Juliet, 
stating that “Love Story” was in 
fact written as a tribute to him! - the 
more you know!) As he waddled 
around the room putting the 
finishing touches to his outfit, all that 
could be heard was that which can 
only be described as the lovesick 
musings of a sixteenth century 
playwright...who also happens to 
be a duck. Boarding the bus with 
other members of sixth form only 
inflated Duckspeare’s ego (as if 
that was needed), as anyone who 
spotted him instantly requested his 
attention and, of course, a selfie! 
And of course, his infamous charm 
also soon came to the fore when 

In an exclusive interview, our local 
hero talks formals, exams, and 
much more!

It’s fair to say that 2014/15 
has been a very eventful time for 
Duckspeare, Loreto’s very own 
unofficial mascot. From the 
excitement of the Senior formal, to 
the stress of end of term exams, 
Duckspeare has seen us through it 
all, and he has very kindly agreed 
to sit down with his adoring parents 
(‘CJ + Apes’) to share some of his 
thoughts on what’s been really going
on throughout the school year!

Although 2013/14 was arguably 
Duckspeare’s most eventful year 
yet - especially considering the fact 
that he still hasn’t fully recovered 
from the epic plot twists of “The 
Fault in Our Stars” (“Lord, what 
fools these mortals be!” he scoffs, 
as I hesitantly bring up the topic of 
Augustus’s tragic demise; looks 
like someone wasn’t impressed!) - 
nothing could have prepared him 
for the jaw-dropping events of the 
Loreto Senior Formal in February! 
Despite the fact that his father had 
prior commitments and so the three 
of us could not attend as a family 

he became surrounded by beautiful 
ladies just begging for his attention, 
asking Chloe, “Shall I compare thee 
to a summers day?” and explaining 
to Vicky that “Love looks not with 
the eyes, but with the mind; and 
therefore is winged Cupid painted 
blind” (we’re still not entirely sure if 
this was a compliment or an insult 
in regards to her winged eyeliner...). 
All this flirting got him nowhere, 
unfortunately, until he eventually 
made his way to Rhiannon, who 
very reluctantly let him go - he had 
to explain to her that he simply 
is not a one-woman duck - after 
giving him a quick peck on the 
beak, which of course the paparazzi 
(aka, April) got a snap of! 

Now, the formal itself is where 
Duckspeare really let loose! After 
scarfing down his meal he was 
ready to party, stating “If music 
be the food of love, play on!” and 
what better way to do that than 
to shake his tail feathers with his 
dance partner, Erin, to the greatest 
love song of this generation - ‘What 
Makes You Beautiful’ by One 
Direction, the rapidly decreasing 
five piece we all love to hate! When 
asked of the fondest memory he 
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Unfortunately, Freud duck has 
caused some tension to those who 
abide on top of the filing cabinet, 
with Duckspeare has become 
embarrassingly jealous to have 
another duck as wise and educated 
as himself (perhaps it doesn’t help 
that his own father is to blame for 
this new arrival - shame on you CJ!). 
He was not particularly easy to talk 
to about this sensitive subject, but 
we did manage to get the comment 
of “How many fond fools serve mad 
jealousy...” and with that, we quickly 
drop the subject, due to the bitter 
tone of voice and irritated look in his 
eyes following Caolan’s comment 
about a green-eyed monster. 

In recent times, Duckspeare has 
been doing a fantastic job of 
overseeing the Year 13 and 14 
English Literature and English 
Language exams from the safety 
of English 4’s window, in classic 
‘“The Great Gatsby” green light’-
style! Duckspeare explains that 
he is, once again, very confident 
that all students will achieve very 
pleasing grades as a result of all of 
their hard work because, to quote 
him directly, “It is not in the stars to 
hold our destiny, but in ourselves” 
...Which, er, obviously shows that 
he thinks  all of our studying will pay 
off... I think?... Regardless, it’s very 
clear to us that if we all took a leaf 
out of Duckspeare’s book we would 
all do just fine, considering the fact 
that he perhaps the most well-
celebrated duck (who also happens 
to be a famous English playwright) 
of all time... Not an achievement 
easy to live up to!

However, one topic which 
Duckspeare did not speak so 
fondly of was the June 2015 Senior 
pranks. Likening the participants 
of the #banterful Senior Study 
disruption and preceding Year 14 
water fight to a “great stage of 
fools,” it soon became clear to us 
that Duckspeare did not take to 
the water balloon-throwing like a 
duck to water... (Sorry). However, 
despite the uproar caused by a 
certain Head Boy being refused 
entry to the pond at the end of the 
year, Duckspeare explains that he 
is more than pleased that the Year 
15 class of 2014/15 left Loreto the 
way they entered – with a bang! 
Thankfully, however, this time the 
“midsummer madness” didn’t 
involve any teachers being booed! It 
took us long enough, but thankfully 
we eventually learnt our lesson.

Overall, it’s fair to say that the past 
school year has certainly had its 
ups and downs for Duckspeare, 
but he wouldn’t have it any other 
way – and why is that, I hear you 
ask?  Because, as the man/duck(?) 
himself so eloquently puts it, Loreto 
is “undoubtedly the best school in 
the entire world!” ...Okay, maybe 
he didn’t actually say any of that 
himself, but then again, when 
did the real Shakespeare actually 
write any of his own material 
either?  Er, anyway, to end on a 
more positive note, we would like 
to thank Duckspeare, on behalf 
of the entire Loreto community, 
for once again providing us with 
constant inspiration, support and 
encouragement throughout the 
school year. However, I feel that it’s 
appropriate for the interview to end 
with a closing statement from the 
legend himself.   So, Duckspeare, 
any final words you’d like to leave 
us with? 

“Nothing...” Ah yes, perfectly sai– 
wait, what? Really? Nothing will 
come of nothing, speak again!

April Murray and Caolan O’Neill
Year 14

has of the night, Duckspeare admits 
it was hearing chants of “Romeo, 
Romeo, wherefore art thou 
Romeo?” from both the ladies and 
the gentlemen of the Loreto student 
body. His least favourite memory, 
one which we can only imagine 
that he is desperate to forget, is 
the half hour in which he managed 
to get separated from his English 
Lit family, ending up in the care of 
one too many strangers, who only 
badgered him for words of wisdom 
and poems to recite for their 
significant others! (If it helps, his 
mother was also in a panic at this 
loss, and has since vowed never to 
leave his side again - April may be 
at Loreto longer than intended...). 
Many have asked if Duckspeare 
considered the formal to be a good 
night, to which he simply replies, 
“There is nothing either good or 
bad, but thinking makes it so.” 
...which we think means he enjoyed 
it? Honestly, there has never been 
such a cryptic man/duck! 

Following the buzz of the formal, 
the return to everyday life at Loreto 
was welcomed by Duckspeare (who 
seems to have lost a significant 
amount of hair, which he blames 
on “raving to the noise that the 
youth of today call music...what 
is a ‘dubstep’ anyway?”), and life 
upon the top of the filing cabinet 
with Anne Quackaway and the 
others has been as pleasant as it 
could be, given that the dreaded 
exam period is upon us. However, 
this attitude did not last long, as 
recently we have seen the arrival 
of a new companion; Freud duck.  

Dairine Forsythe  Year 14

Grace Dougan  Year 12

Dairine Forsythe  Year 14

Nicole Meehan  Year 14

Nicole Meehan Year 14
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SPORTS NEWS

SENIOR GAELIC

The next game will be a bigger 
challenge - playing Ballyshannon in 
Strabane. Who knows...

 21 October 2014
 Loreto Coleraine 2-13,   
 Ballyshannon 1-11

Although this game was staged 
in the most dreadful conditions, 
Loreto began the game playing 
some lovely football, against a 
strong gale.  Two points from 
James Moore and one from James 
Gillen put us three points up early 
on.  A Ballyshannon point and then 
a free from Frank Dillon kept Loreto 
three ahead, but three unanswered 
points from Ballyshannon brought 
the game level.  A spectacular 
diving save from Aaron McGuinness 
kept Loreto in touch in the game.  
Another free kick from Frank 
and a wonderful point from Jack 
O’Doherty, playing at centre half 
back, edged Loreto in front again.  
Two Ballyshannon points and a goal 
left the score at half time 0-6 for 
Loreto, 1-6 for Ballyshannon.

Ballyshannon scored the first point 
of the second half, but Loreto 
responded with one from James 
Moore and another from a Frank 
Dillon free.  The sides continued 
to battle the elements and traded 
points, Frank scoring another two 
frees.  Two more scores from play 
scored by James Moore and Frank 
Dillon again put Loreto in control.  
Although Ballyshannon scored 
another two points a well taken 
goal from Conor McAllister gave the 
Loreto lads a huge boost.  A point 
from Niall Browne and finally a very 
confident penalty from that man 

Frank Dillon again saw Loreto win 
by five points.  

The game saw some fine 
performances, in particular from 
Frank Dillon, who scored 1-6 and 
James Moore, who scored 0-4, 
but the defensive play of Conor 
Owens, Shea Doherty and Daniel 
Connolly was excellent throughout.  
The Loreto midfield duo of Oisin 
Quinn and James Gillen were solid, 
while John Mullan again put in a big 
performance through the middle.  
Conor Rafferty and Gareth Doherty 
played up and down the wings all 
match and Hal McGonigle was 
always available in the forward line.  

That’s two wins from two for Loreto, 
but there are still some tough 
games to follow.

 6th November 2014 
 Loreto 1-6 
 Holy Cross Strabane 2-5

The conditions throughout this 
game were appalling. A strong 
crosswind hindered both teams and 
the rain made ball handling very 
difficult. Despite the bad weather 
Loreto got off to a great start to 
their third match in the O’Doherty 
Shield with a great goal from 
Conor Rafferty, after an excellent 
run from the half back line.  This 
was quickly followed up with a 
point from the ever reliable James 
Moore.  However a Holy Cross 
goal brought their team to life and, 
despite a wonderful point from 
Hal McGonigle, it was Holy Cross 
who finished the half the stronger 
with two more points, leaving the 
score all square at half time, 1-2 
to 1-2.  Some first class defensive 

 16 October 2014
 Loreto Coleraine 1-8, 
 La Salle Belfast 1-6

We began the season with a game 
against La Salle, Belfast on our 
own pitch, winning 1-8 to 1-6. A 
narrow, hard fought, but in my 
view, a deserved victory. We were 
facing a stiff breeze in the first half 
and played great football for the 
first fifteen minutes. La Salle then 
came back into the game. Some 
great defensive play from Shea 
Doherty and driving forward runs 
from Conor Rafferty were typical of 
Loreto’s good play. Three James 
Moore points and one from James 
Gillan left the score 0-4 to 0-4 at 
half time.

We started the second half the 
stronger team again, winning a 
penalty, which Niall Brown scored 
and Frank Dillon soon followed 
that with his first point of the game. 
However a La Salle point and goal 
brought the score level again. 
A point from John Mullan and a 
second from Frank Dillon put us 
two in front again. La Salle did win 
a penalty but a fine save from Cillian 
Butler kept them out. A final La 
Salle point gave us a nervous last 
ten minutes to the game, but a third 
point from Frank eased the tension 
slightly. Although we were under 
great pressure, and La Salle did 
hit the bar, the defence did a great 
job and we held on for a great two 
point victory. 

In midfield, Oisin Quinn and 
Jacob McLaughlin were immense 
throughout the game, ably 
supported by the addition of James 
Gillen in the middle. 

performances from Shea Doherty 
and Daniel Connolly helped to keep 
Holy Cross at bay.  
 
Loreto got off to the worst possible 
start to the second half, allowing 
Holy Cross to pass the ball from 
their own full back line the whole 
length of the pitch and score a goal.  
Loreto responded in style with a 
free from Frank Dillon and a great 
point from James Moore, followed 
by another from Frank to bring the 
teams level again. It was Holy Cross 
who now took the initiative with 
three points in a row.  Despite the 
final point of the game coming from 
James Moore, Loreto could not 
close the two point gap, although 
they had their opportunities.  A 
battling display in midfield from 
James Gillen and Oisin Quinn was 
ably supported from the half back 
line by Conor Rafferty, Gareth 
Doherty and Jack O’Doherty.  
 
Two crucial games left to play 
against Limavady and Warrenpoint 
with everything still to play for.

 11th November 2014
 Loreto Coleraine 2-5, 
 St Mary’s HS Limavady 1-8

This game was played in the most 
awful conditions. Heavy rain fell 
throughout, on top of what was 
already a waterlogged pitch. Flowing
football was almost impossible
as the ball was like a bar of soap! 

Loreto got off to a great start 
with a well taken point from Hal 
McGonigle, but Limavady then 
responded with three points in a 
row. A speculative shot towards 
goal from James Moore just 
dropped in over the keeper for 
Loreto’s opening goal, putting them 
one point in front. However a similar 
shot from Limavady only a matter 
of minutes later just dropped into 
the far corner of the net over Aaron 
McGuinness. Some great defensive 
play from Shea Doherty, Conor 

Boyle and Daniel Connolly made life 
difficult for the Limavady forwards. 
A James Moore free reduced the 
deficit to a point, however it was 
Limavady who got the final point of 
the half, to leave score 1-2, 1-4.

Whatever was in the water at half 
time certainly worked for the Loreto 
boys as they came out with all guns 
blazing for the start of the second 
half. A point from James Moore was 
followed quickly by one from Gareth 
Doherty, bursting forward from half 
back. Loreto continued to pile on 
the pressure and got their second 
goal of the game, this time scored 
by Hal McGonigle, just dropping 
over the goalkeeper’s head. 
Although Loreto were in control 
at this point, the conditions were 
always going to make this a difficult 
match to see out and another 
Limavady point showed they 
were not out of the game yet. A 
James Moore free put three points 
between the teams again with 
about ten minutes left to play. It was 
Limavady who were to dominate 
the end of the match, scoring three 
more points without reply to leave 
the match a draw.

 26th November 2014
 Loreto 4-11 
 St. Mark’s Warrenpoint 4-7

For the first time this year for a 
senior Loreto Gaelic match, this 
game was played in perfect 
conditions. It was played on the 3G 
surface at the Meadowbank Arena 
in Magherafelt and, although the
surface was perfect, Loreto struggled
during long periods of the game. 

Loreto dominated the first few 
minutes of the game with a point 
from John Mullan, followed quickly 
by a goal from James Moore. John 
then struck Loreto’s second goal of 
the game before Warrenpoint got 
their first point of the game. James 
responded with another point 
and Warrenpoint then added their 

second. Frank Dillon added Loreto’s 
third point after a strong forward 
drive. Two more points from James 
Moore, including one from a free 
kick, seemed to have Loreto in 
complete control of the game. 
However, that was to be the last 
score of the half for the Coleraine 
lads. They perhaps should have 
known what was to come when 
Cillian Butler was forced to make 
an excellent diving save from a 
Warrenpoint forward.

The final few minutes of the first half 
were dominated by Warrenpoint 
scoring two quick points then 
winning a penalty which was 
comfortably converted. This left 
the score at half time Loreto 2-5 
Warrenpoint 1-4, a lead of just four 
points for Loreto. The game was 
now definitely there for the taking 
for either side. 
Warrenpoint continued their 
dominance in the second half 
with two more points, before 
Niall Browne restored Loreto’s 
advantage to three points. A series 
of defensive errors from Loreto 
and a great attacking move from 
Warrenpoint resulted in a goal for 
the Co. Down team that made 
the game level. Loreto pulled 
away again with a point each from 
Conor Rafferty, Frank Dillon and 
John Mullan. Yet again though, 
Warrenpoint replied with a point 
and another goal. Loreto were 
saved by two very fortunate goals 
from James Moore and Frank Dillon 
which just dropped over the head of 
the Warrenpoint goalkeeper. John 
Mullan consolidated Loreto’s lead 
and, although Warrenpoint scored 
once more, it was Loreto who 
completed the scoring with a point 
from John Mullan.

Loreto failed to really get to grips 
with Warrenpoint at any stage and, 
despite fine scoring returns from 
James Moore (2-4), John Mullan (1-
3) and Frank Dillon (1-2), we need 
to improve considerably for the 
challenges ahead.
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 5th February 2015
 Loreto 3-10, St Patrick’s GS  
 Downpatrick 5-6

Loreto’s preliminary round 
O’Doherty Cup game, against Red 
High Downpatrick, was played at 
MUSA in Cookstown on the 3G 
pitch.  Playing for the first time in 
their new kit, and on a wonderful 
day for football, the Loreto lads 
were determined to put on a good 
performance.  
 
We started well with a point on 
8 minutes from Jack O’Doherty, 
followed three minutes later 
by a goal from Hal McGonigle.  
Downpatrick were quick to reply 
and were level within 5 minutes.  
James Moore was pulled down 
when bearing down on goal by a 
Downpatrick defender, who was 
black carded for his efforts.  James 
took and scored the subsequent 
penalty, but another Downpatrick 

goal within a minute kept the sides 
level.  A final couple of points, one 
from Downpatrick and one from 
Hal McGonigle, brought the sides in 
level 2-2 at half time.
 
A wonderful start to the second 
half from Loreto, with points from 
John Mullan and Frank Dillon and 
a goal from Niall Browne put the 
Coleraine lads in a great position.  
Downpatrick responded with 
another point, but Frank then got 
his second of the game.  
 
Downpatrick began to control the 
game at this stage and scored two 
goals and a point without reply 
in a ten minute spell.  Yet again 
Loreto responded with a Frank 
Dillon free kick followed by two 
points from midfielder Oisin Quinn.  
The game was still there for the 
taking by either team.  A fortunate 
Downpatrick goal 23 minutes into 
the second half still did not crush 
the Loreto spirit and James Moore 

replied with another point.  It was 
only a final two Downpatrick points 
that were to prove the difference 
between the two teams.
 
Despite losing the game 3-10 to 5-6 
the Loreto squad showed what a 
great bunch of footballers they really 
are.  Their effort and commitment 
throughout the game was wonderful 
and they really did deserve to win 
this game.  Shea Doherty and 
Daniel Connolly were outstanding in 
defence, as were Jack O’Doherty 
and Conor Boyle.  The midfield of 
Oisin Quinn, Jacob McLaughlin 
and James Gillen worked tirelessly 
throughout.  The whole forward line 
also worked themselves into the 
ground.
 
A great game of football from start 
to finish, it was just a pity Loreto 
came up just short.

Match reports by 
Mr B Murphy
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LORETO COLLEGE THROUGH 
TO RAFFERTY CUP FINAL

The Year 11-12 Gaelic Football 
team from Loreto College shocked 
a confident team from St Columb’s 
College Derry to win through to the 
College’s first final of the Danske 
Bank Ulster Colleges Rafferty Cup 
on Friday 14th November.

Even though the St Columb’s team 
scored 20 times in the semi final, 
the Derry side still couldn’t prevent 
Loreto College reaching their first 
ever Danske Bank Rafferty Cup final.
Loreto found the St Columb’s net 
five times, crucially three times 
during the seven minutes after half 
time. Those scores put them in 
control of the game and St Columb’s
in the end couldn’t catch them.

YEAR 12 GAELIC

A goal from Mark Cassidy in only 
the second attack Loreto had didn’t 
discourage St Columb’s, who 
responded with eight points in a 
row during the middle of the first 
half. However, a penalty strike from 
Conor Gillan after a foul on Liam 
Tosh reeled St Columb’s in to a 
single point deficit at the break, 2-5 
to 0-12.

There was a blistering start to the 
second half with goals from Aidan 
McGonigle, Sean Quinn and then 
McGonigle again putting Loreto 
at a commanding 5-7 to 0-14 
advantage. St Columb’s hit back 
but didn’t really make inroads until 
a goal two minutes from time. 
Despite five minutes of injury time, 
however, Loreto held firm to reach 
the Ulster Final, where they will play 

Armagh opposition, either St Paul’s, 
Bessbrook or St Michael’s, Lurgan 
who face off on Monday.

On the Loreto scoresheet were 
Aidan McGonigle 2-1, Conor Gillan 
1-6, Sean Quinn 1-0, Mark Cassidy 
1-0, Fearghal Close 0-1, Fearghal 
Dillon 0-1, Shane McIntyre 0-1.

The Loreto team, and their 
coach Mr Sean Murtagh, were 
congratulated on this historic 
success by Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College.  Mr 
Murtagh paid tribute to the 
dedication of every member of the 
team, adding that the achievement 
was all the more remarkable given 
that this was the team’s first season 
playing in the ‘B’ Division following 
promotion last year.

Y
E

A
R

 1
2

 G
A

E
L

IC



182 183

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15 LoretoLore Mag. 14-15

LORETO FALL JUST SHORT 
IN RAFFERTY CUP DECIDER

There was heartbreak but also 
tremendous pride for a strong 
Loreto College Coleraine team 
which contested the Final of the 
Danske Bank Ulster Colleges 
Rafferty Cup on Friday 21st 
November, losing by a single point 
against St. Michael’s Grammar 
School, Lurgan.

Played in difficult conditions but 
with tremendous support for the 
Coleraine side, the final was the 
culmination of an outstanding 
campaign by a dedicated and 
enthusiastic group of players, 
coached by Mr Seán Murtagh.

With just ten minutes left in the 
final at the Queen’s University Dub 
Arena, the momentum was with 
Loreto, who had come back from a 
nine points deficit at the break to edge
ahead at 2-8 to St Michael’s 1-10.

Suddenly St Michael’s seemed to 
seize the momentum, and Shayne 
Lavery pointed twice. Again Loreto 
went ahead close to the end at 2-10
to 1-12, but Shea Geraghty levelled 
the game and, right at the death, 
sub Odhrán Magill emerged a 
Lurgan hero with the winning point.

St Michael’s had seemed in control 
throughout the first half and led by 
1-10 to 0-4 at half time.  Loreto 
were forced to play against the 
elements during this period and 
found it hard to break down a 
stubborn Lurgan defence.  Eoin 
Canning opened the scoring with 
a close range effort for Loreto and 

Conor Gillen added a free soon 
after.  At this point St. Michael’s 
started to take control, using the 
strong wind to their advantage.  
Fergal Dillon had added another 
point for the Coleraine side after 
good work from Mark Cassidy until 
Lurgan’s Shayne Lavery found the 
Loreto net.  Conor Gillen added a 
further point from play to leave 
Loreto down by 9 points at the break.

Despite scoring a couple of early 
second half points from Aidan 
McGonigle and Captain Shane 
McIntyre, it was evident that Loreto 
needed a goal to give themselves 
a chance. Two arrived around the 
three-quarter mark: Conor Gillen 
had scored a glorious point in the 
41st minute, and he added the 
opening goal direct from a free 
a few minutes after. That score 
got his side going and when their 
second goal arrived from Fergal 
Dillon, they were suddenly in the 
lead for the first time. Loreto had 
now seized hold of the game with 
the impressive Liam Tosh causing 
Lurgan serious problems.  Year 
10 wing half back Cathal Kearney 
was also a huge driving force for 
Loreto along with James McKeown, 
Liam Ferris, Aidan Boyle and the 
impressive Fearghal Close as 
their defence stood firm.  Aidan 
McGonigle then added another 
fantastic point from distance to 
keep his side in front.  However, 
with Fearghal Close departing with 
an injury sustained from a terrible 
foul, the initiative was handed back 
to Lurgan who just made it home by 
one point as the first winners of the 
new Danske Bank Rafferty Cup.

Mr Seán Murtagh, team coach, paid 
tribute to his group of players for the 
determination and commitment that 
they have shown to reach this final.  
Mr Murtagh commentated that the 
success of this campaign was the 
product of four years of work by 
this group after moving up to play 
at this grade by winning the Mallon 
Cup in May 2012.  Mr Murtagh also 
highlighted his pride in working with 
this fantastic group of players and 
has challenged them to go one 
better the next time this team will be 
together for the MacLarnon Cup in 
two years’ time.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated all 
team members and Mr Murtagh 
on a spirited and dedicated 
campaign, on behalf of all the staff 
and students of the College. Mr 
James commented that the team’s 
success had caught the imagination 
of everyone at Loreto and had 
made a tremendous contribution 
to school spirit in the lead up to 
the final.  With the team members 
mostly drawn from Year 12 and 
Year 11, there is clearly still much 
success to anticipate from these 
players in terms of future years of 
Loreto football. 

Loreto: D Walton, J McKeown, 
A Boyle, L Ferris, C Kearney, 
S Quinn, F Close, C Gillen 1-5, 
M Cassidy, A McGonigle 0-2, L Tosh,
S McIntyre capt. 0-1, E McGuigan, 
F Dillon 1-1, E Canning 0-1.
Subs: D Mullan for E Canning, 
M Connolly for F Close.  S Tracey, 
O Hartin, C Loftus, S O’Hara and 
E McCulluagh

After the success of the Year 12 
Gaelic team reaching the Grade B 
Rafferty Cup final before Christmas, 
it was the turn of our only other 
Grade B fielding side to take 
another run at Ulster glory in the 
Year 11 Treanor Cup.
Stepping up to Grade B standard 
is a big jump in quality but this side 
has been well equipped. Having 
reached the Quarter-Final stages at 
both Year 9 and Year 10 level, the 
team certainly did not disappoint 
at Year 11 by going one better to 
narrowly lose in the Semi-Final by 
one kick of a ball.

 Group Game 1
 LCC 4-11 vs. Holy Trinity 
 College Cookstown 0-6

The team settled into the 
competition comfortably by easily 
beating a strong Cookstown 
side.  The damage was done in a 
devastating first half where Loreto 
attacked in waves to finish with 
precision.  Strong performances 
from Glenullin trio Danny Burns, 
Cathal Kearney and Fearghal Close 
lead the team to a pleasing victory.

 Group Game 2
 LCC 3-10 vs. Our Lady’s   
 Secondary School
 Castleblayney 4-8

Maybe overconfidence had set in 
after such a strong opening win, 
but the performance of the second 
game was very disappointing.  Yes, 
we were missing several starting 
players, but this was a game that 
was thrown away by poor decision-
making by the team at key times with
a high wide count of 14 wides and 
poor collection stats in winning 
kickouts telling its own tale.  
Castleblayney kept their noses ahead
in the second half and defended 
well to grind out the victory.

 Group Game 3
 LCC 2-8 vs. St. Columb’s   
 College Derry 2-0

In a very strange game played in 
unbelievably windy conditions at 
Owenbeg, the team dominated 
from start to finish against a poor 
St. Columb’s side.  It took a good 
15 minutes to come to terms with 
the sheer force of the wind but 
the team controlled the ball well 
and set up some excellent scores.  
St. Columb’s scored one goal in 
the first half when the game was 
competitive but failed to score in the 
second half until the last kick of the 
game.  Strong performances from 
Danny Burns, Eamon McLaughlin, 
Adam Kerr and Callum Biggart 
controlled the tempo in the middle 
third of the pitch.  In addition, the 
kickout quality of Oran Kneeland 
deserves special mention against 
such severe elements.  We were 
now guaranteed to qualify for the 
Ulster Quarter-Final stage once 
again with a group game to spare.

 Group Game 4
 LCC 1-3 vs. St. Michael’s   
 Grammar School Lurgan 6-8

In our final group game, which 
was a repeat of the Rafferty Cup 
final, things went horribly wrong.  
St. Michael’s, who went on to win 
the competition comfortably (and 
probably should not have been 
entered into this grade to begin 
with), tore through our defence and 
dominated from start to finish.  An 
improved second half performance 
gave us some hope but we were 
well beaten by a strong side.  Yes, 
we were already through to the next 
stage but it was clear work needed 
to be done if we were to potentially 
win this competition and beat 
Lurgan at a later stage.

 Ulster Quarter-Final
 LCC 4-7 vs. St. Ciaran’s   
 College Ballygawley 3-6

In the four years that I have been 
involved with this squad, the 
attitude of the team in this game 
was, for me personally, the most 
pleasing and complete performance 
by far.  St. Ciaran’s Ballygawley 
were widely tipped as the pre-
tournament favourites and were 
also attempting to defend the 
Treanor Cup that their Year 12s had 
won the previous year as Year 11s.  
After the disappointment of the 
Lurgan game, an intense 3 weeks of
training had been undertaken for
this game and we emerged a different
team for the knockout stages.

Loreto burst out of the blocks 
as soon as the ball was thrown 
in and cut through the Tyrone 
side’s defence time and time 
again.  Cathal Kearney and Adam 
Kerr dominated midfield, setting 
up Aidan McGonigle to score an 
impressive 3 goals in the opening 
10 minutes.  But the key difference 
was at the back with the entire 
team defending and scrapping for 
every ball like we had never seen 
before.  Rory Maguire excelled 
in a new role of sweeper in front 
of the full back line and repelled 
Ballygawley’s attacks time and 
time again.  Callum Biggart was 
untouchable in the half forward line 
winning the lion’s share of midfield 
ball and his defensive tracking 
back was outstanding to watch.  
Well into the second half we were 
9 points up and as Ballygawley 
began to grow in confidence the 
team defended strongly to grind out 
the win.  A fantastic performance 
where each and every single player 
was on top of their game, for me 
the most complete performance 
I had witnessed from this team...
momentum was starting to build.

YEAR 11 GAELIC - TREANOR CUP
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 Ulster Semi-Final
 LCC 1-7 vs. St. Paul’s   
 High School Bessbrook 2-6

Now with a buzz surrounding the 
progress of the team around the 
school we went back to work in 
training, preparing for what we 
knew would be a huge encounter 
against Bessbrook, a team we had 
encountered before.  St. Paul’s had 
eliminated us in the Year 10 QF by 
a single point and it was clear the 
game would be a very defensive, 
low scoring game...which didn’t 
disappoint.

The team started brightly and 
dominated the first 30 minutes of 
the game.  Again Rory Maguire 
excelled in the sweeper role 
protecting the full back line, but 
we didn’t tag on the scores that 

we should have, hitting the post 
twice when going for goal and we 
met a stubborn defensive line from 
St. Paul’s which forced us to take 
longer shots from distance.  We 
went in at half time well in control 
1-4 to 0-3 up but, worryingly, we 
should have been further ahead.

Typically the wind picked up in the 
second half for us to face it head 
on and the team found it hard 
to move forward with the same 
fluidity of the first half.  Bessbrook 
kept eating into our lead, but it 
wasn’t until after 50 minutes that 
St. Paul’s were awarded a harsh 
penalty which was converted to 
nudge them into the lead.  Allowing 
a team like Bessbrook (like Donegal 
seniors) to have the lead in the 
closing stages is a dangerous thing 
because, as we pushed forward to 

try and retake the lead, St. Paul’s 
set up their defensive wall and hit 
on the counter.  We drew level 
but then were hit on the counter 
with a soft goal as time ran out.  In 
the last 5 minutes we dominated 
possession as we pushed for an 
equaliser.  Aidan McGonigle scored 
a point to reduce the gap to two 
points but, agonizingly, we hit two 
goal chances wide in injury time 
as Bessbrook held on to win by 2 
points.

I’ve said time and time again that 
there is an Ulster title at Grade B 
within this team, and especially 
in the QF of this competition they 
reminded us of the superb standard 
that they are capable of playing at.  
Strong progress has been made 
and the belief is there that they can 
go all the way.

Mr S. Murtagh 
and Mr C. Deighan

The Year 9 and 10 Gaelic Team enjoyed a very 
good campaign reaching the semi-finals of the 
Gerry Brown Cup, losing to the eventual winners 
St. Mary’s Limavady after a semi-final replay. The 
group stages started very well with victories over the 
aforementioned St. Mary’s Limavady and St. Joseph’s 
Donaghmore followed by an impressive victory over 
Our Lady’s Secondary School, Castleblayney. The 
stage was set for what proved to be an amazing 
game in the semi-final ending up in a draw 4-16 to 
5-13 after extra time against St. Mary’s Limavady.

Indeed it could have been even better for Limavady in 
their first Colleges’ semi-final, because Conan Murray 
almost single-handedly took them to a 4-12 to 3-12 
lead heading towards added time.

Then Rory Maguire crashed home an equalizer for 
Loreto.

In extra time, Murray brought his tally to 1-10 with two 
of the four points Limavady scored and that looked 
good enough until Danny Burns hit a late equalizer 
to ensure a replay. The semi-final replay took place 

DANSKE BANK GERRY BROWN CUP
YEAR 9 AND 10 GAELIC FOOTBALL

in Ballerin in mid-December with both teams eager 
to progress to the final. St. Mary’s started the game 
well playing with a strong breeze and built up a lead 
which would prove decisive. Despite Loreto’s best 
efforts, they were second best on the day. Although 
disappointed not to make the final, the team can be 
proud of their efforts this year.

 Team: Aiden Gillen Conor McKelvey 
  Dara McGoldrick Mark Logue
  Thomas Doran Conleth McGee 
  Conor Moore Danny Burns  
  Dara Mooney Sean Irwin  
  Jonathan Meehan Finn McEwan      
  Eoin McKeever Ryan Connolly  
  Rory McGuire Conor Kearney      
  Aidan McGinley Cahir Coll  
  Donal Close Cathal Kearney
   Donal O’Kane Callum Boorman
  Oliver Clyde Odhran McLarnon    
  Cillian Calvert Rory Kelly  
  Matthew Catterson

 Coaches:  Mr. Conroy and Mr. Loughran

YEAR 9 GAELIC

LORETO COLLEGE PROGESSES 
TO FINAL OF ULSTER 
COLLEGES YEAR 9 CUP

The Year 9 Gaelic team from Loreto 
College Coleraine has won through 
to the Final of the Ulster Colleges 
Irish News Year 9 Cup, following a 
successful season under Coach Mr 
Seán Murtagh.

Following tough training sessions 
twice weekly since January, the 
team has played four matches to 
date, and has been rewarded for its 
commitment.

The boys’ campaign began with 
a strong home win over St Louis’ 
Grammar School Ballymena.  

They then played St. Joseph’s 
Donaghmore at the Meadowbank 
Sports Arena in Magherafelt and 
won 7-8 to 3-7.  Facing a strong 
breeze in the first half, the team 
kept things tight, going into half 
time with a draw.  After the break, 
Loreto had the breeze in their favour 
and ended up with a relatively 
easy victory, with strong showings 
from Pearce McGonigle , Odhran 
McLarnon, Donal O’Kane and  team 
Captain Dara Mooney.  This was 
followed by a very comfortable win 
over Holy Cross Strabane, played 
in Loreto’s own ground, meaning 
that the Loreto team qualified top of 
its section to go through to Ulster 
Semi-Finals of the Ulster Colleges 
Irish News Cup.

After a long break, with training 
continuing, the Loreto side played 
its Ulster Semi Final on Thursday 
23rd April, against Aquinas 
Grammar School Belfast, in the 
excellent facilities at Cargain, near 
Toomebridge.  The physically 
smaller Loreto side trailed by 3 
points at half time.  After some 
strategic changing of positions to 
try to increase energy around the 
middle of the pitch, the Loreto team 
scored several goals within a ten 
minute spell in the second half, 
not only taking the lead but going 
well clear; with some substitutions 
towards the end, the game ended 
up as a win by 10 points for Loreto, 
qualifying for the Ulster Final.
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There were particularly strong 
performances by Cathal Bradley, 
Michael Og McKeown, Paul Rafferty 
and James Mullan in the first half.  
Rory Kelly and Aidan Gillen fired in 
a number of goals to put Loreto in 
the lead, with team Captain Dara 
Mooney and Vice Captains Eoin 
McKeever and Odhran McLarnon 
controlling the middle of the pitch.

Mr Seán Murtagh, team coach, 
paid tribute to the 33 players who 
have trained hard throughout the 
year, and who represent a wide 
catchment of clubs - Glenullin, 
Eoghan Rua, Dungiven, Kilrea, 
Ballerin Sarsfields, Limavady 
Wolfhounds, Rasharkin and Dunloy 
Cuchullains.  Mr Murtagh and the 
team were wished every success 
in the Ulster Final by Mr Michael 
James, Principal of Loreto, on 
behalf of all the staff and students 
of the College.

The Year 9 Gaelic Team from Loreto College Coleraine, who have won through to the
Final of the Ulster Colleges Irish News Year 9 Cup.

The Year 9 Gaelic Team from Loreto College Coleraine, who have 
won through to the Final of the Ulster Colleges Irish News Year 9 Cup.

 Loreto Coleraine 5-13 vs.
 Our Lady’s Castleblayney 4-5

A strong opening half into the 
breeze helped Loreto College 
Coleraine collect the Danske 
Bank Irish News Cup in Fr Rock’s 
Cookstown on Thursday afternoon, 
14th May 2015.

Within 29 seconds Loreto had torn 
through the Castleblayney defence 
with good work from Glenullin’s 
Paul Rafferty allowing Odhran 
McLarnon to tee up fellow Kilrea 
clubmate Aidan Gillen for Loreto’s 
first strike on goal, which was 
blocked by Castleblayney full back 
Adam Blanche.  Dara Mooney then 
struck over the opening point of the 
game from a 25 yard free kick after 
a foul on Michael óg McKeown.

Although Josh Mone opened the 
scoring after five minutes for Our 
Lady’s, Castleblayney with the first 
of his four goals, Loreto responded 
with a nice point from play from 
Aidan Gillen, who was causing real 
problems for the Blayney defence.  
Midfielder Donal O’Kane forced a 
smart save from Castleblayney’s 
goalkeeper Connor Brennan, before 
being dragged down in the square 
one minute later.  Coleraine captain 
Dara Mooney slotted home the 
resulting penalty in the tenth minute 
to give his side a lead they only 
briefly conceded during the rest of 
the match.

At this stage of the game 
Castleblayney had now deployed 
two sweepers to try and deal 
with Loreto’s movement in the 
forward line.  Eoghan Rua’s Leo 
Passmore pulled off a fantastic 
triple save before starting off 
the counter attack that allowed 
Ballerin’s Kosta Papachristopoulos 
to punch home a second Coleraine 
goal on 16 minutes, after a great 
interchange between Aidan Gillen 
and Dara Mooney.  Gillen scored 
another point from play before that 
man Mone responded with a fine 
individual goal to keep Our Lady’s 

LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE TAKE HOME ULSTER COLLEGES TITLE

within touching distance.  Mooney 
popped over another free after 
good work from Paul Rafferty on the 
right wing.  Loreto finished the half 
under pressure from Castleblayney 
who responded with a point from 
Mone and two from Andrew 
Connolly before Glenullin’s Michael 
óg McKeown closed the first half 
with two nicely taken points from 
play.  Castleblayney now trailed by 
2-6 to 2-4 at the turnover and still 
had to face the stiff breeze.

Loreto opened the second half 
with wides from Mooney and 
Gillen before Leo Passmore was 
back in action again as Our Lady’s 
pushed hard for goals. He saved 
point-blank from Andrew Connolly 
but was beaten in the 35th minute 
when Mone completed his hat-trick.  
Loreto full back James Mullan came 
to the rescue a minute later with 
a fine block on Josh Mone before 
Loreto hit their third wide of the 
second half.

At this stage, Coleraine began 
to push up high on the Blayney 
kickout to counteract the two extra 
men they had at the back, resulting 
in Donal O’Kane bursting through 
from midfield for their opening point 
of the half.  Half forward Cathal 
Bradley then forced his way through 
from the next Blayney kickout 
to point for Loreto.  Michael óg 
McKeown was fouled again after 
good play from half time substitute 
Rory Kelly, resulting in Mooney 
extending his sides lead.  Then in a 
near mirror image of the first half, 
Donal O’Kane was again fouled in 
the square with Loreto captain Dara
Mooney stepping up to fire home 
his second spot-kick on 41 minutes.

Loreto had now won the last 
five Castleblayney kickouts, with 
Mooney catching the sixth and 
returning it straight back over the 
bar.  However after good defensive 
work from Eoin McKeever, Gillen 
and corner back Eoghan Gormley, 
Mone broke free again on the 
counter attack to claim his fourth 
major of the game.

Paul Rafferty responded immediately
for Loreto as he cut in from the 
left wing and blasted home from 
a narrow angle to restore Loreto’s 
to lead to 6 points.  However after 
excellent defensive play from Cathal 
Bradley, Eoghan Gormley, and 
James Mullan, Odhran McLarnon 
set Rafferty free again into space 
before passing to Rasharkin’s Rory 
Kelly to fire his side’s fifth goal 
on 50 minutes, Castleblayney’s 
challenge began to fade.

Loreto hit several wides before 
Mone kicked a fine point in 
for Castleblayney.  Coleraine 
responded with a point from Donal 
O’Kane before a fantastic team 
move from one end to the other 
allowed Kelly to bring his tally to 
1-1.  Leo Passmore caught a short 
ball and popped it out to Odhran 
McLarnon to carry up the pitch.  A 
great interchange between O’Kane, 
Conor Kearney, Gillen and back to 
Kearney allowed him to spring Rory 
Kelly to kick the point for his team 
and finish a great flowing move.  
At this point the game became 
very open, with good attacking 
play from Pearce McGonigle, Ben 
Dillon and Conn Kilmartin stretching 
the Castleblayney defence.  Dara 
Mooney completed Loreto’s scoring 
on the day by kicking a lovely free 
kick at the end of normal time.  A 
fantastic piece of tackling from Aidan
Gillen on the half way line signalled 
the referee’s full time whistle as 
Loreto ran out 11-point victors.
Loreto Coleraine 5-13
Our Lady’s Castleblayney 4-5

Loreto Coleraine:
L Passmore, N Moloney, J Mullan, 
E Gormley, C Kearney, E McKeever, 
O McLarnon, D O’Kane 0-2, 
A Gillen 0-2, P Rafferty 1-0, 
D Mooney capt. 2-5, 
2-4 frees, C Bradley 0-1, 
M óg McKeown 0-2, 
K Papachristopoulos 1-0, 
P McGonigle.
Subs: R Kelly 1-1 for K 
Papachristopoulos, C Calvert for 
N Moloney, B Dillon for P Rafferty, 
C Kilmartin for P McGonigle.  
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E Heaney, E Morrison, D Clyde, 
T White, Z Brzozowski, J Mullan, 
C Mullan, G McFerran, P Clarke, 
E Kelly, O Clyde, J McNicholl, 
C McCloskey, C Brennan.
Manager:  Mr S. Murtagh (Eglish)

Year 9 Gaelic Football team, winners of the Ulster Colleges Irish News Cup, with their coach, Mr Sean Murtagh

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to the 
skill and dedication of the team 
members following their victory, 
congratulating the team and their 
coach on a tremendous victory.  

Team coach Mr Sean Murtagh 
congratulated the boys on a spirited 
campaign and dedicated training, 
commenting that this young side 
will look forward to stepping up a 
grade in September.

In September we welcomed our 
new Year 8 intake by inviting all able 
players to Gaelic training along with 
Mr Deighan.  The uptake of training 
was excellent, with 32 players tog-
ging out for weekly training sessions 
and further development of their 
skills.

In Term 1, a very one sided win 
in the Year 8 Ulster League over 
local rivals St. Mary’s Limavady 
was followed by an excellent draw 
against strong Tyrone side, Holy 
Trinity Cookstown.  The Year 8s 

YEAR 8 GAELIC

also participated in a blitz hosted by 
St. Louis’ Ballymena with excellent 
performances against St. Mary’s 
Magherafelt, Rathmore Grammar 
and the hosts on a very cold day at 
All Saint’s GAC.

Sadly, with the way our summer 
exams fell, it meant that we were 
unable to enter the team into the 
O’Farrell Cup Ulster Blitz, which is 
held annually in Belfast at the start 
of June.

However, it is important to highlight 

the strength in this squad as 13 
players stepped up to the Year 9 
squad which went on to win the 
Irish News Cup Ulster title in May 
with Neil Moloney, Pearce McGoni-
gle, Kosta Papachristopolous and 
Michael óg McKeown all starting in 
the final, with the influential Conn 
Kilmartin being introduced in the 
second half.

This Year 8 squad will get their first 
taste of Ulster competition as a team
in February 2016, as they attempt 
to defend the Irish News Cup.

The junior hurling team 
comfortably retained the Br 
Mallon Cup on Thursday 21st 
May. On the way to securing 
their second successive title 
they beat St. Macartan’s, 
Monaghan, and St. Malachy’s, 
Belfast, in the final stage of the 

HURLING NEWS

competition at MUSA, Cookstown.

To secure victory, our lads 
convincingly overcame a 
determined challenge from 
St. Malachy’s. The final score was 
4-09 - 1-2. The panel consists of 
30 players which is very promising 

for the future of hurling at the 
school. There is also great 
potential and skill in a number 
of players who may go on to 
represent Derry at various levels 
in the coming years. 

Well done boys!

JUNIOR HURLERS RETAIN BR MALLON CUP!

In the round robin stage of the 
Casement Shield, Loreto played 
three very competitive games 
against Colaiste Cholmcille, 
Ballyshannon, St. Patrick’s, 
Ballymena and Scoil Mhuire, 
Buncrana. Our senior hurlers 
came agonisingly close to beating 
Ballyshannon after a slow start and 
missing several good chances. The 
Donegal men shaved this closely 
fought encounter by a single point 
(Loreto 1-4; Ballyshannon 0-8). Two 
second half goals sealed a pleasing 
win over St. Patrick’s, Ballymena 
(Loreto 3-5; St. Patrick’s 0-8). 

A sense of frustration and 
disappointment was felt by the boys 
as they walked off the field after 
the final whistle against Buncrana. 
Being 5 points down at half-time, 
they fought well to get back into the 
game. However, despite coming 
under a lot of pressure, Buncrana 
managed to cling onto a 4 point 
lead, which, unfortunately, denied 
Loreto a place in the final stage of 
the Casement Shield. 

Many players in the team will 
be eligible to play again in the 
competition next year and there is a 
good spirit in the camp. 

Mr C. Boyle

SENIOR HURLING:
CASEMENT SHIELDUNDER 13 ½

HURLING: REHILL CUP

The Rehill Cup blitz provided 

a good introduction to school 

hurling for many of our new

Year 8 hurlers. Two matches 

were played in a very 

sporting manner against St. 

Joseph’s, Donaghmore and 

St. Patrick’s, Bearnageeha. 

Despite a very convincing 

win over Bearnageeha, it was 

not enough to take the team 

into the final stage of the 

competition. 
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Gaelic Games coaches at Loreto College paid 
tribute to Mr Brendan Etherson from Etherson 
Meats Ballymoney, who kindly helped to 
sponsor the College’s Gaelic teams and the 
development of the Loreto pitch this year.  
Mr Etherson is a past pupil of the College, 
having left in 2000, and who has fond 
memories of playing on Loreto teams while 
a student. Indeed, eagle-eyed Gaelic coach 
Mr Sean Murtagh spotted Brendan Etherson 
in the 1999 Senior Gaelic Team photo - 
demonstrating that continuity exists between 
the past, present and future of Gaelic Games 
in Loreto.   

LORETO ACKNOWLEDGES SPONSORSHIP OF GAELIC TEAM

Mr Etherson enjoyed his tour of the 
College’s sports facilities, and was 
hugely impressed by the Sports 
Hall and the new Gaelic Pitch which 
have been added to the Loreto 
campus since he left.  He also had 
the opportunity to meet Mrs Schira 
McGoldrick, Gaelic Games Co-
ordinator at Loreto, and teachers 
and coaches Mr Bob Murphy and 
Mr Sean Murtagh, as well as some 
of the members of the Year 9 Gaelic 
team who recently won the Ulster 
Colleges Irish News Cup.  

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to Mr 
Etherson for his generosity to his 
former school and thanked him on 
behalf of all the students and staff of 
the College. 

SENIOR CAMOGIE

The Senior Camogs had a challenging season this year, having lost a lot of experienced players last year.  Despite 
having to field with a number of Juniors on several occasions, we did have competitive games against St Pius’ HS 
Magherafelt and St Patrick’s HS Keady.  Not surprisingly, we didn’t progress beyond the group stages.

SQUAD

CAMOGIE NEWS

Year 14
Catherine McNicholl
Ceara Mellon
Bronagh O’Kane
Shaciara O’Kane
Claire Rafferty

Year 13
Colleen Burke
Amy Doherty
Aine McNamee
Shannon McWilliams
Una Mellon
Therese Mullaghan
Orla Rafferty

Year 12
Aoife Bradley
Eimear Carey
Carla Doherty
Shauna Doherty
Mollie Maguire
Anne McGuigan
Bronagh McNicholl

Year 10
Kirsty McFerran
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JUNIOR CAMOGIE: YEAR 9 -12

The turnout at training sessions 
augured well for the season 
ahead, with over 40 girls at most 
sessions.  Our first match, against 
St Louis’ GS Kilkeel, was a ‘fact-
finding’ exercise.  We lost a close 
encounter, but learned a lot and 
would improve steadily as the 
season progressed.  The second 
half performance that day (after 
a less than impressive first half!) 
was most encouraging.  Our 
captain, Molly Maguire, skilful and 
hard-working, led by example.  In 
defence, Emma Mullan, Sarah Dillon 
and Carla Doherty worked very 
hard, while the two Mullan sisters, 
Tiegan (Year 10) and Chloe (Year 
9), were outstanding.  Up front, Cait 
Passmore and Shauna McGonagle, 
both Year 10, managed to grab 
goals.

The next game was against St 
Catherine’s College Armagh.  

Younger players such as Kate 
Doherty and Dearbhla McCrossan 
(both Year 9) and Orla Carey and 
Sorcha Dougan (both Year 10) 
continued to impress, while more 
experienced players, Michaela 
Ingram, Sarah Moore and Eimear 
Carey, made a real impact with their 
tackling and skill.  A special mention 
to our keeper, Kirsty McFerran.  
Although only Year 10, Kirsty is 
kept busy – she is keeper for all the 
teams from Year 10 to Senior: well 
done!

We had a comfortable win in our 
next game, against St Mark’s HS 
Warrenpoint, which earned us a 
semi-final spot against St Pius’ HS 
Magherafelt.  Sadly, we lost this 
game against the team who would 
go on to become Ulster Champions.  
However, a spirited campaign with 
a young side showing great promise 
for the future.

SQUAD:
 

Year 12
M. Maguire (Captain)

C. Doherty

Year 11
S. Dillon
C. Henry
A. Kelly

M. Ingram
A Ingram

E. McLaughlin
R. McMorrough

S. Moore
A. Morrison
M. Mullan
N. O’Hale
S. O’Kane
E. White

YEAR 9-10 CAMOGIE

Numbers at training 
were small to begin with, 
but the level of skill was 
impressive, with some 
really outstanding talent.  
The girls were competitive 
in the Ulster Colleges Blitz 
but failed to progress to 
the final stages of the 
competition.

We were also invited 
to the Kelly McGoldrick 
Memorial tournament, 
organised most efficiently 
by St Mary’s HS Clady.  It 
was a great day, and the 
whole squad played really 
well, recording victories 
over Cross and Passion 
College, St Patrick’s and 
St Brigid’s Claudy, St 

YEAR 8 CAMOGIE

Patrick’s HS Ballymena 
and St Paul’s HS Kilrea.  
We lost only one game, 
and that was to the 
eventual winners, St 
Mary’s GS Magherafelt.  
Mary McKillen was 
outstanding, and certainly 
deserved her 

SQUAD:

C. Campbell
C. Campbell
K. Heaney

N. McAllister
C. McAtamney

O. McEwan
C. McIntyre
M. McKillen

M. McMorrough
E. McNicholl
N. Mooney

S.R. O’Kane
D. Rafferty
A. Turner

This group of players are certainly 
one of the most skilful groups 
we have had for a few years.  We 
won our first match, against 
Assumption Grammar Ballynahinch, 
in impressive style and next were old 
rivals St Killian’s College.  This match 
went right to the wire: a really tight 
encounter.  Unfortunately the final 
score of the game went to St Killian’s, 
which earned them the narrowest of 
victories.  And so into the play-offs 
against St Pius’ HS Magherafelt and 
St Mark’s HS Warrenpoint.  The 
girls played brilliantly to win both 
games, earning us a semi-final spot 
against… St Killian’s!

We had high hopes going into this encounter, but on the day we just didn’t perform.  St Killian’s were out to win the 
competition, leaving us to think ruefully of what might have been!

However, there is plenty of talent in Year 9 and Year 10, and if the attendance at training next year matches this 
year’s level of commitment and enthusiasm, we are optimistic about the future!

Year 10

O. Carey
N. Carr

U. Clarke
C. Dickey

S. Donaghy
C. Dougan
S. Dougan
R. Laverty
S. McAuley
K. McFerran

S. McGonagle
C. McKeague
A. McKeown

M. McMorrough
T. Mullan

C. Passmore

Year 9

O. Carey
C. Doherty
E. Donaghy

E. Kelly

SQUAD:

M. Kerr
S. McAllister

D. McCrossan
P. McGill

K. McKeague
C. McTaggart

E. Mulholland
C. Mullan

M. Roantree
L. Watson
C. White

Year 8

L McAtamney
M McKillen

MVP award.  Others 
who really impressed 
were the Campbell twins, 
Caoimhe and Caitlin, 
Niamh Mooney, Caite 
McAtamney and Katie 
Heaney.

Camogie Reports by
Mrs S McGoldrick
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NETBALL NEWS

SUCCESS STORY FOR LORETO COLLEGE NETBALLERS

Thirteen Loreto College students 
have been selected to play Netball 
at Regional level following the 2014-
2015 RDA Netball Trials. 

At Under 13 level, Ciara Boyle, 
Roma Kelly, Tulu Jide-Ojo and 
Helena Sinclair were selected, 
with Nadia Brzozowska and Lucia 
Watson selected as reserves.

At Under 15 level, Niamh Boorman 
was selected as Wing Attack, Alisha 
Convery as Wing Defence, Aoife 
Kelly as Goal Defence, Sorcha 

Duggan as Captain, Shakeera 
Nazeer as Wing Defence and Caitlin 
Thompson as Goal Keeper. Ellen 
Ferris was selected as a reserve. 

Both groups of players began 
weekly training sessions in January, 
and contested a tournament in May.  
Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 

PE at Loreto College, congratulated 
the girls, commenting that this 
selection was the first rung of the 
ladder for selection to Netball NI.

The girls were congratulated and 
wished well for their training by Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College. 

INITIAL NI SELECTION

At the start of July, Aoife Kelly got 

through the first round of trials to 

be initially selected for the Netball 

NI U17 squad for a tournament in 

Gibraltar.
Congratulations to Aoife 

on a tremendous success

Senior Netball Team

Loreto Netballers who have taken part in NEELB Netball Development Squads this year
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Year 10 Netball Team

Year 9 Netball Team

Year 8 Netball Team

In March the Netball club had its annual sleepover in 
the Sports Hall at Loreto as a thank you to the girls 
for working so hard and attending every week. 32 
girls plus Ms A Martin, Ms Dixon, Ms L Martin, Mrs 
McCullough and Ms Wilson took part. 

The evening started with a trip to 
McDonald’s, followed by the cinema 
and then to Sainsburys to stock 
up on doughnuts for the long night 
ahead! Ms A Martin had brought her 
nail bar with her and lots of the girls 
and Ms Wilson had a makeover.

Five of the FLAMES leaders then 
took over and entertained the girls 
late into the night with lots of team 

games and fun activities, led by Sinead Kerr, Jade 
Curry, Claire Rafferty, Catherine McNicholl and Una 
Mellon. The girls and staff really appreciated the 
senior girls giving up their Friday night to help.

The next morning, after a late night 
and some sleep, the girls had 
breakfast and went home, some still 
in their onesies!

The PE department would like 
to thank Ms L Martin from the 
Maths dept and Ms Dixon from the 
Geography dept for also giving up 
their time to help make this such a 
fun experience for the girls.

SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE
IN NETBALL TOURNAMENT

There was tremendous success 
for the Year 8 Netball team 
from Loreto College Coleraine 
on Thursday 5th March, when 
Loreto hosted, and won, the 
annual Coleraine and District 
Year 8 Netball Tournament.

After a day of enjoyable and 
tightly-fought matches, the Final 
was contested by Loreto versus 
Dalriada, with Loreto’s team 
crowned champions at the end 
of the afternoon.

Loreto College was represented in 
the event by some dedicated and 
talented young Netball players.  The 
team members were Amie Cassidy, 
Cheyenne Corbett, Erin McNicholl, 
Tolulupe Jide-Ojo, Katie Heaney, 
Mary McKillen, Helena Sinclair, 
Hannah Taylor, Cara Bacon and 
Maria McMorrough. 

Other schools taking part included 
Coleraine College, Dalriada, 
Limavady Grammar, North Coast 
Integrated College, St Joseph’s 
College, St Mary’s High School 

Limavady (organisers of the 
event), Limavady High School, 
Ballymoney High School, Our 
Lady of Lourdes High School, 
Cross & Passion College, 
Dominican College Portstewart, 
and Dunluce School Bushmills.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, 
Head of PE at Loreto College, 
congratulated the girls on a 
superb day’s competition and 
commended them on their victory,
commenting that it had been a 
wonderful end to a great season.

NETBALL SLEEPOVER
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As always, all our soccer teams 
competed in the Coleraine and 
District League.  It has been a busy 
year with quite a lot of success 
stories.

The YEAR 8 TEAM, captained by 
Bradley Tweed, made a brilliant 
start to their competitive soccer 
careers at Loreto, taking the 
Coleraine and District title.

On their way to the final, the boys 
defeated Cross & Passion College 
7-2, defeated Ballymoney High 
School 6-2 and defeated Limavady 
High School 5-1.  Scorers in these 
decisive wins were Connor Mullan 
(6), Bradley Tweed (2), Chris 
McNally (1), Pearse McGonigle (2), 
Joshua Stockman (2), Nicholas 
Moore (2), Charlie McKnight (1) and 
Conor Rainey (1).  

SOCCER NEWS

This led to two matches against 
Dalriada School: the first, on 9th 
October, was a 2-1 victory for 
Loreto with Bradley Tweed and 
Chris McNally scoring the goals.  
The rival sides met again for the 
Cup Final on 28th November at 
Coleraine Showgrounds: Loreto 
won 2-1 again, with Bradley 
Tweed scoring both goals. 
Coached by Mr Stuart McMullan, 
the team members were: Kosta 
Papachristopoulos, Michael Og 
McKeown, Conn Kilmartin, Nicholas 
Moore, Oisin McCrudden, Emmett 
Morrison, Alex Mailey, Pearse 
McGonigle, Christopher McNally, 
Conor Mullan, Bradley Tweed, Neal 
Maloney, Joshua Stockman, Fiyin 
Owolabi and  Conor McGillan. Mrs 
Maureen McCullough, Head of PE 
at Loreto, congratulated the team 
as well as thanking Coleraine FC for 
allowing the Final to be played in the 
Showgrounds.

Congratulations to the Year 8s on a 
great first season!

The YEAR 9 TEAM, captained by 
Luke McKendry, was the next side 
to bring home some silverware, 
also being crowned Coleraine and 
District Champions.  The team 
began with a 5-2 victory over 
Magherafelt High School – scorers 
were Dara Mooney (2), Mateuz 
Pajak (1), Caleb Wan (1) and Leo 
Passmore (1).  In a busy week, 
the boys defeated Dalriada School 
2-0 on 12th March, with Delaney 
McLaughlin and Dara Mooney 
doing the honours, and then drew 
2-2 with Cross & Passion College 
the next day, with scorers James 
Mullan and Caleb Wan working 
against the ‘unlucky for some’ date.  

In the semi-final, the boys scored 
an outstanding 6-2 win against 
Limavady High School, with Dara 

Year 8 Team

Mooney and Luke McKendry 
scoring three each.  In the final, the 
team met Dalriada School again 
and won 6-4, thanks to goals by 
John Butcher (2), Dara Mooney (2), 
Caiolan Brennan and Caleb Wan.  A 
great year for Year 9: many of the 
boys were also on the Ulster Title-
winning Gaelic team.

There was also success for the 
YEAR 10 TEAM, captained by 
Adam Purvis: another Coleraine 
& District League title!  The team 
defeated Dominican College 2-0, 
defeated St Joseph’s College 3-1, 
drew 2-2 against North Coast 
Integrated College and defeated 
Magherafelt High School 1-0. 

Scorers for Loreto were Conor 
O’Kane, Adam Purvis (2), Danny 
Burns (2), Callum Boorman, Conor 
Moore and Cianan Mooney.  

In the Final, the boys met local rivals 
St Joseph’s College again, winning 
3-2 with goals from Danny Burns, 
Conor Moore and Adam Purvis.

Year 9 Team

Year 10 Team
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The YEAR 11 TEAM have lessons 
to learn for next year: after just a 
few competitive fixtures against 
St Pius’ High School, Coleraine 
Academical Institution and St 
Mary’s High School Limavady, they 
didn’t make it through to the semi-
finals.  Better luck to the boys for 
next season!

The YEAR 12 TEAM must have 
been concentrating hard on their 
studies and didn’t make it to the 
semi-finals either!  The boys started 
well, defeating Dunluce School 
3-2, then drawing 3-3 against 
Coleraine Academical Institution.  

However, a loss to Limavady High 
School meant that not enough 
points were accumulated to go any 
further.  Year 12’s top scorers were 
Fearghal Dillon, Odhran McNicholl, 
Sean Quinn and Alex Christie.

Finally, for the SIXTH FORM 
TEAM it was a case of ‘almost but 
not quite’.  Team Captain Simon 
Purvis led an enthusiastic side 
through a busy season, recording 
some good results.  The team 
defeated St Mary’s High School 
Limavady 6-2, defeated Dalriada 
School 7-2, defeated Dominican 
College Portstewart 3-1, defeated 

Ballymena Academy 2-1 and lost 
3-1 to Limavady Grammar.  Top 
scorers were Jack Danton, Niall 
Browne, Oliver Ferris, Gareth 
Doherty, Jurt Wilson, Barry Daly, 
James Moore, Simon Purvis, Luke 
Bacon and Michael Coyle.  

Reaching the final, the team 
participated in a round-robin 
tournament against Limavady 
Grammar and St Mary’s High 
School Limavady: the Loreto sixth 
form team didn’t quite manage to 
win the title, but played well enough 
to finish their competitive soccer 
careers with heads held high!

Mr P Byrne

Senior Team

YEAR 8 CROSS COUNTRY RACE AT LORETO COLLEGE

CROSS COUNTRY

The twentieth annual Mary McCabe 
Trophy race, involving all Year 8 
students, took place at Loreto 
College Coleraine on Wednesday 
21st January 2015. This event 
was held first in 1996, following 
the presentation of the trophy by 
Dr. McCabe, in memory of his wife 
Mary. The McCabe family had three 
daughters, Geraldine, Jemma and 
Anne-Marie, who attended Loreto 
in the 1970s. All three girls were 
keen and successful athletes and 
their parents often came to races 
and were very supportive of the 
girls. The silver cup was for Minor 
Girls’ cross country and has been 
competed for each year. There is 
also a Boys’ Shield and each year, 

Year 8 boys and girls compete for 
these two trophies.

The event saw Year 8s completing 
a taxing run just short of 2000m 
through the College campus, and 
this year’s winners were Tolulope 
Jide Ojo and Danny McGarry.  Mr 
Paul Cunning, co-ordinator of 
Cross Country running at Loreto, 
joined College Principal Mr Michael 
James in offering congratulations 
to all those who took part, and 
commiserations to those who could 
not do so, or who dropped out due 
to injury. Mr Cunning added a word 
of special thanks to the members of 
staff and senior students who acted 
as marshalls. 

Mr Cunning added that a number 
of previous winners of this event 
had gone on to sporting success 
in athletics, hurling, gaelic football 
and camogie at national and 
international level, and that many of 
the medallists could have a bright 
sporting future ahead. Many of 
these promising young athletes 
were selected to represent Loreto 
at the Cross Country District 
Championships at the University 
of Ulster, along with some talented 
athletes from throughout the school. 
The students were congratulated on 
their success to date and wished 
well for the challenges ahead by Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College.

Cross Country Team
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A group of eleven students from Loreto College 
have won through to represent the North 
Eastern Board area at the Ulster Cross Country 
Finals, to be held on 11th February 2015 at 
Mallusk, following tough competition in almost 
Arctic conditions at the Area Finals on 28th 
January.

Tolulupe Jide-Ojo will represent Loreto in the 
Mini Girls’ race, having been placed third in 
the local heat.  Ellie McBroom qualified for the 
Minor Girls’ race after a seventh place finish, 
while Caleb Wan qualified for the Minor Boys’ 
Final.   Niamh Carr won the Junior Girls’ race 
and will represent Loreto in the Ulster Final, 
meanwhile Cathal Kearney will contest the 

LORETO STUDENTS WIN THROUGH TO
ULSTER CROSS COUNTRY FINALS

Junior Boys’ final after finishing fourth.  The 
Intermediate Girls’ race saw Abigail McBroom 
finishing second: Abigail will contest the Ulster 
Final alongside the Intermediate Girls’ team 
which qualified in second place.  Abigail’s 
team-mates include Aoife Carr, Anna Morrison 
and Molly Brennan.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, 
wished all eleven athletes every success in the 
Ulster Finals and congratulated the many intrepid
runners who had taken part in the local finals in 
such difficult conditions.  Mr James also paid 
tribute to Mr Paul Cunning who had worked 
with the Loreto runners in preparation for the 
event and had encouraged them on the day.

Medals were presented 
as follows:

 Girls
 1st Tolulope Jide Ojo
 2nd Lorne Carberry
 3rd Maria McMurrough

 Boys
 1st Danny McGarry
 2nd Pearse McGonigle
 3rd Connor Mullan

The two individual 
winners, Tolulope Jide 
Ojo and Danny McGarry, 
had their names added 
to the trophies to join an 

illustrious list of Loreto 
athletes:

 Girls
 1996  Grainne McGoldrick
 1997  Judith Kelly
 1998  Gemma McCullough
 1999  Elizabeth McWilliams
 2000  Zakiyya Devaney
 2001  Orlagh Daly
 2002  Claire Doherty
 2003  Louise Bogues
 2004  Ciara Cunning
 2005  Katy Lemon
 2006  Anna Breslin
 2007  Maeve Lofthouse
 2008  Nicole O’Neill
 2009  Theresa McIlwaine

 2010  Orla Rafferty
 2011  Aoife Carr
 2012  Abigail McBroom
 2013  Niamh Carr
 2014  Ellie McBroom

 Boys
 1996  Sean O’Connell
 1997  Eamonn Morgan
 1998  Ryan Mullan
 1999  Sean Paul Henry
 2000  Sean Leo McGoldrick
 2001  Stephen Friel
 2002  David McCulloch
 2003  Fergal McCloskey
 2004  Steven Dooley
 2005  Dermot Morrow
 2006  Daniel McAleese

Mr Paul Cunning with 
Tolulupe Jide Ojo, 

winner of the 
annual Mary McCabe 
Cross Country race at 

Loreto College.

Top three medallists in the 
annual Mary McCabe Cross 

Country race at Loreto 
College: Lorne Carberry, 

Tolulupe Jide Ojo and Maria 
McMurrough, with teacher

Mr Paul Cunning.

 2007  John McLister
 2008  Edward Lane
 2009  Calvin Heavern
 2010  Oran Barton
 2011  Shane McIntyre
 2012  Eamon McLaughlin
 2013  Cathal Kearney
 2014  Caleb Wan
 
Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
congratulated all the 
Year 8 students on their 
enthusiastic participation in 
the event, and paid tribute 
to Mr Paul Cunning and his 
team of Year 14 marshals 
who had organised the race.

Mr Paul Cunning 
with Danny McGarry 

at Loreto College.

                   The top three 
medallists in the annual 

Year 8 Boys’ Cross Country 
Race at Loreto College are 
congratulated by Mr Paul 
Cunning: Connor Mullan, 

Danny McGarry and 
Pearse McGonigle.
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A number of talented athletes qualified to represent 
Loreto in the NEBSSA Athletics Finals this year.  They 
were:

 Conor Kelly U14 High Jump

 Dennis Bondarenko U13 High Jump

 Danny McGarry U12 800 Metres

 Owen Tsang U14 Long Jump

 Ellie McBroom U13 800 Metres

 Niamh Carr U15 1500 Metres

 Tolulope Jide-Ojo U12 100 Metres

 Tolulope Jide-Ojo U12 800 Metres

 Tolulope Jide-Oji U12 Long Jump

In addition to these individual competitors, we fielded 
an Under 12 Girls’ relay team.

On the day, Dennis Bondarenko won Bronze in U13 
High Jump, while Tolulope Jide-Ojo took Silver in all 
three of her individual events: 100 Metres, 800 Metres 
and Long Jump. 

NEBSSA ATHLETICS
FINALS 2015

A number of students represented Loreto in 
the Coleraine and District Bishops Athletics 
competition, held at Coleraine Academical 
Institution on Wednesday 10th June.

On the track, Loreto was represented by 
Tolulupe Jide-Ojo, Erin McNicholl, Charlie 
McKnight and Nicholas Moore in the 100 
Metres, and by Lauren Carberry, Aine Apperley,
Danny McGarry and Conor McGillen in the 
800 Metres, as well as fielding Relay teams.  

In the Field events, Tolulupe Jide-Ojo, Aine 
Apperley, Ziemek Brzozowski and Aaron 
Wallace contested the Long Jump, while Katie 
Heaney, Mary McKillen, Charlie McKnight and 
Danny McGarry contested the High Jump.  
Anna Toner, Aoife Turner, Emmett Morrison 
and Conor McGillen took part in the Shot Putt.

It was a successful day for our athletes.  
Tolulupe Jide-Ojo was second in the 100 
Metres and first in the Long Jump; Danny 
McGarry was fifth in the 800 Metres and 
seventh in the High Jump; Katie Heaney was 
sixth in the High Jump; Conor McGillen was 
sixth in the 800 Metres, and Lauren Carberry 
was sixth in the 800 Metres.  The boys took 
third place while the girls finished fourth in 
the Relay competitions. Congratulations to 
everyone on a good day’s competition!

BISHOPS ATHLETICS

Students who represented Loreto in Athletics this year

Loreto College had a successful 
day at the Ulster Cross Country 
Finals on 24th February, with the 
Intermediate Girls team taking 
third place and qualifying for the All 
Ireland Finals.

The Intermediate Girls team, Aoife 
Carr, Abigail McBroom and Anna 
Morrison will represent Ulster and 
Loreto at the All Ireland Final at 
Clongowes Wood on 7th March.  
First home in the team was Abigail 
McBroom, in fifth place, with the 
combined performance of the 
three girls earning the team an 
impressing 91 points.  The girls will 
represent Loreto at the All Ireland 
Finals for the second consecutive  
year, having been crowned Junior 
Champions in 2014. 

A GOOD DAY AT THE CROSS COUNTRY FINALS

Among younger Loreto competitors 
there were also some excellent 
performances. Niamh Carr had a 
brilliant race, achieving third place 
in Ulster at Junior level, while Ellie 
McBroom was thirteenth in the 
Minor Girls race and Caleb Wan 
had a very good run in the Minor 
Boys race, finishing strongly 
half-way down the field.  
Tolulope Jide-Ojo had an 
excellent run in the Year 8 
Girls race, securing a very 
respectable thirty-second 
place in a big field of 125 
athletes.

Mr Paul Cunning, Cross 
Country Running Co-
ordinator at Loreto College, 
paid tribute to all the students 

on their dedicated training and 
superb performances on the day.  
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated the 
students and Mr Cunning on a 
tremendous day’s competition, 
wishing the Intermediate Girls well 
for the All Ireland Final.
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Girls  Boys

Group C Front
 1 Emma Hickinson 1 John McErlain
 2 Chloe Mullan 2 Padraig McColgan
 3 Tolu Jide Ojo 3 Sean McAllister

Group C Back
 1  1 John McErlain
 2  2 Sean McAllister
 3  3 Luke Denton

Group A Backstroke
 1 Orla Mc Ewan 1 Danny McGarry 
 2 Ella O’Callaghan 2 Eoin Mullan
 3 Maria Mc Murrough 3 Oran Walton

Group B Backstroke
 1 Hannah Taylor 1 Thomas Mailey
 2 Anna Toner 2 JD Dillon
 3 Caoimhe Campbell 3 Luke Dixon

Group A Breaststroke
 1 Orla Mc Ewan 1 Eoin Mullan
 2 Maria Mc Murrough 2 Danny McGarry 
 3 Ella O’Callaghan 3 Oran Walton

Group B Breaststroke
 1 Katie Heaney 1 Enda Heaney
 2 Anna Toner 2 Conal Freil
 3 Caitlin Neely 3 JD Dillon

YEAR 8 SWIMMING GALA

The annual Year 8 Swimming Gala took place at Coleraine Leisure Centre on Wednesday 1st April.  The event was 
contested between all Year 8 students with assistance from our Sports Captains and some Year 13 helpers.

The following results were recorded in the competitive races:

Girls  Boys

Group A Butterfly
 1 Ella O’Callaghan 1 Eoin Mullan 
 2 Orla Mc Ewan 2 Danny McGarry
 3 Maria Mc Murrough 3 Aron Lestas

Group B Butterfly
 1  1
 2  2
 3  3 

Group A Front Crawl
 1 Orla Mc Ewan 1 Danny McGarry
 2 Ella O’Callaghan 2 Eoin Mullan
 3 Maria Mc Murrough 3 Oran Walton

Group B Front Crawl
 1 Caitlin Campbell 1 Aaron Wallace
 2 Cara Mc Donald 2 Thomas Mailey
 3 Dearbhla Bradley 3 JD Dillon

Relay
 1 8A 1 8A
 2 8E 2 8E
 3 8B 3 8B

Class Medley
 1 8E    
 2 8A    
 3 8                       

SWIMMER OF THE YEAR
 Orla Mc Ewan Joint: Danny Mc Garry  
   & Eoin Mullan

SUCCESS AT ULSTER MINOR SCHOOLS’ SWIMMING GALA

Our Year 8 swimmers had a 

successful day at this Gala, held 

at Ballymena Leisure Centre, on 

Friday 10th October.  The Year 

8 boys won the Bronze Medal 

in the Individual Medley Relay, 

subsequently taking Bronze again 

in the Freestyle Relay.  This was an 

excellent result for the Year 8 boys 

team: Eoin Mullan, Danny McGarry, 

Oran Walton and Aron Lestas.

Year 10 Loreto College student Finn McEwan has had a 
great year of success in the swimming pool, culminating 
in becoming the Ulster Grammar Schools Champion at 
the end of February. 

The Coleraine Swimming Club breaststroker also won 
Bronze in the 100m breaststroke at the 2015 Ulster Age 
Group Championships held last weekend, and was just 
edged out of the medals finishing 4th in the 200m, in a 
high quality field. 

Finn has now been selected for the Ulster Development 
Squad in Bangor. This will help to supplement his club 
training as he now looks forward to the Irish National Age 
Group Championships in Dublin in July. 

Finn McEwan, Ulster Grammar Schools Champion and 
Ulster Bronze medallist in breaststroke, and selected for 
the Ulster Development Swimming Squad.

FINN SWIMS TO GRAMMAR SCHOOLS SUCCESS
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A group of students from Loreto 
College took part in the Flames: 
Lighting the Way programme this 
year, culminating in a Flames Sports 
Festival held at Coleraine Leisure 
Centre on 17th December.

In May 2014, the members of 
the Loreto PE Department took 
part in Flames Training, led by 
Loughborough University and the 
British Heart Foundation and hosted 
in the Loreto Sports Hall. Part of the 
Coleraine Heart Town initiative, this 
training involved PE teachers from 
several local schools and was 
backed by Coleraine Borough 
Council.  

Flames: Lighting the way is 

FLAMES FESTIVAL FOR LORETO COLLEGE SPORTS STUDENTS

a physical activity and health 
programme which aims to inspire, 
motivate and enthuse children and 
young people to be more active. 
The focal point of the programme 
is on the coaching of young leaders 
to deliver a programme of physical 
activity to primary aged children. 
Training, tools and resources are 
provided which can be embedded 
into a young leader’s learning to 
help them gain the knowledge, skills 
and confidence to deliver health 
related activities.

A group of Loreto sixth formers 
was then trained, beginning in 
September, so that they, in turn, 
could work with younger children 
in activities and sessions which 

will teach them about keeping 
their heart healthy. These sixth 
form students: Sinead Kerr, Jacob 
McLaughlin, Oisin Quinn, Rory 
Stewart and Rhiannon Turner, 
organised and ran a half-day sports 
festival for a group of 15 Year 9 girls 
from Loreto College.   

The Flames programme is based 
around the Paralympic values of 
Friendship, Respect, Excellence, 
Determination, Inspiration, Courage 
and Equality. Mrs Maureen 
McCullough, Head of Physical 
Education at Loreto College, paid 
tribute to the spirit and enthusiasm 
of the Year 14 Flames Leaders, and 
to the participation of the Year 9 
students who attended the event.

F
L

A
M

E
S

 F
E

S
T

IV
A

L



212 213

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15 LoretoLore Mag. 14-15

F
L

A
M

E
S

 F
E

S
T

IV
A

L

The Loreto College A level Sports 
Science class organised and held 
a Year 9 Inter-Schools Basketball 
Tournament, hosted by Loreto 
College on Tuesday 24th February 
2015. Teams from Loreto College, 
North Coast Integrated College and 
St. Josephs’ College participated in 
the tournament.

The idea behind the day was for the 
students from the three different 
schools to work together, giving 
them the opportunity to enjoy sport 
with people from different cultural 
backgrounds. The event consisted 
of warm up and team building 
exercises, which were led by Loreto 
Year 14 student Jacob McLaughlin 
and supported by all Year 13 and 
Year 14 volunteers, who had been 
trained in advance by members of 
the Sports Science class. 

CROSS COMMUNITY BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
A HUGE SUCCESS AT LORETO COLLEGE!

BASKETBALL

Each team consisted of 5 players;  
in the group stages the teams 
played four-a-side half court 
matches, with the first and second 
placed in the groups proceeded 
to the semi-final stage, where the 
game became full court and five-
a-side. The first semi-finals were 
closely contested with the first 
match having to go to extra time to 
determine the winner. 

The first team in the final, led by 
volunteer Frank Dillon, were hot 
favourites to win and were up 
against the “the Underdogs” jointly 
led by Brega Mullan and Caite 
Skelly.  Each team fought hard for 
the gold medals, with every player 
looking to win the coveted MVP 
trophy.  In the end Frank’s team 
pulled away to win comfortably. The 
MVP Award went to Loreto’s Leo 

Passmore, whose team finished in 
the runner-up position.

The feedback which members 
of the A Level Sports Science 
class gained from Teachers and 
Participants confirmed that the 
day had ben a huge success, with 
participants making new friends, 
learning new skills, getting active 
and having fun.  One student 
expressed the hope that Loreto 
would hold this tournament every 
year!

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head 
of Physical Education at Loreto 
College, paid tribute to the A Level 
students who had organised this 
very successful event and to the 
Year 9 students from all three 
schools who had taken part.

The Loreto Junior Basketball team, with coach Mr Harkin
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The Loreto College Sports 
Captains, Catherine McNicholl 
and Frank Dillon, have been 
helping with Year 10 curriculum 
Gaelic as part of their role as 
Flames Leaders.  
 
The Flames programme is part 
of an initiative by the British 
Heart Foundation and London 
2012 legacy to get young people 
physically active for 60 minutes 
per day. After taking part in the 
Flames training our Y14 pupils 

LORETO COLLEGE FLAMES LEADERS ASSIST
WITH YEAR 10 GAELIC TRAINING

(Flames Leaders) have been helping 
PE teacher Ms J Wilson in class for 
some activities.  
 
The aims of the Flames project are 
to:

• inspire, motivate and enthuse 
young people to be more active

• increase physical activity levels 
of children and young people

• establish a sustainable 
legacy for physical activity 
across the UK.

Head of PE Mrs M McCullough 
and PE teacher Ms J Wilson 
report that all of the Loreto 
Flames Leaders have been 
wonderful role models for the 
junior pupils. This is part of 
the PE department mentoring 
scheme and has proved very 
useful for Year 14 pupils who 
are considering teaching as a 
profession.

First Aid Year 14

First Aid Year 13

A group of 40 sixth form students 
from Loreto College Coleraine have 
completed a qualification in First 
Aid.  The students completed the 
Heartstart qualification during their 
Physical Education time over a six-
week period, run by PE teacher Ms 
Julie Wilson, who is a trained first 
aid instructor.  

Heartstart UK is an initiative co-
ordinated by the British Heart 
Foundation to teach members of 
the public what to do in a life-
threatening emergency: simple 
skills that can save lives. It provides 
opportunities for people to learn 
the vital skills of Emergency Life 
Support. Through Heartstart UK, 
the British Heart Foundation aims 
to strengthen the chain of survival 
by promoting and supporting 
Emergency Life Support training in 
the community. 

During their six week course, the 
Loreto students learned to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR),care for an unconscious 
casualty, help someone who is 
choking, manage serious bleeding, 
and recognise and treat someone 
having a heart attack. The students 
learned that the benefit of CPR 
performed by a bystander in an 
out-of-hospital cardiac arrest is 
significant. 

LORETO COLLEGE SIXTH FORMERS
EARN FIRST AID QUALIFICATIONS

A person who can perform 
effective CPR whilst the ambulance 
is on its way, can more than double 
a person’s chance of surviving.

The students also achieved their 
Young Lifesaver’s award from 
St John Ambulance. This award 
covered other important aspects 
of First Aid such as poisioning, 
bleeding, burns, shock, scalds, 
and fractures. 

Congratulating the students on 
their achievement, Ms Julie Wilson 
commented: “It is good to know 
that 40 of our pupils could now 
help save a life by performing 
Emergency Life Support in the 
community.”

The students who achieved the 
First Aid qualifications are: 
Year 13: Taylor Archer, Colleen 
Burke, Rachael Crawford, Danielle 

Dempsey, Danielle Devaney, 
Nadine Dickson, Amy Doherty, 
Cara Doherty, Connor Doherty, 
Abbey Fleming, Rhianna Gardiner, 
Ciara Irwin, Rachel Kelly, Susan 
McBride, Eimear McCann, Odhran 
McElhinney, Carla McErlean, Sarah 
McGinnis, Rachel McIntyre, Sinead 
McLaughlin, Elizabeth McManus, 
Aine McNamee, Ola Owolabi, 
Conor Pauling, Janosch Railton; 
 
Year 14: Markus Condren, 
Courtney Cox, Jade Curry, 
Cliodhna Devlin, Eimear Dillon, 
Dairine Forsythe, Rebecca Kealey, 
Brogan Mailey, Ceara Mellon, 
Payton Mullan, Clodagh O’Kane, 
Clodagh Rainey and Caitlin 
Richardson. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, congratulated the 
students and their teachers on 
achieving these lifesaving 
qualifications. 
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The following results were recorded in the competitive events:

    BOYS GIRLS

 YEAR 8 100 metres 1st Aaron Wallace Tolulupe Jide-Ojo
   2nd Ziemak Brzozowski Cliona McIntyre
   3rd Pearce McGonigle Mary McKillen

  200 metres 1st Aaron Wallace Tolulupe Jide-Ojo
   2nd Emmett Morrison Mary McKillen
   3rd Pearse McGonigle Erin McNicholl

  800 metres 1st Danny McGarry Tolulupe Jide-Ojo
   2nd Pearce McGonigle Hannah Taylor
   3rd Emmett Morrison Teresa Sobocinska

  Class Relays 1st 8A 8B
   2nd 8B 8C
   3rd 8E 8A

  Shot Putt 1st Matthew Byrne Zuzia Mis
   2nd Charlie McKnight Aine Apperley
   3rd Bradley Tweed Nikola Felinska

  High Jump 1st Danny McGarry Katie Heaney
   2nd Charlie McKnight Erin McNicholl
   3rd Fiyinoluwa Owolabi  

  Long Jump 1st Neil Moloney Tolulupe Jide-Ojo
   2nd Aaron Wallace Roksana Stugala
   3rd Charlie McKnight Katie Heaney

  Athletes of the Year Aaron Wallace Tolulupe Jide-Ojo

 YEAR 9 100 metres 1st Cathal Bradley Sarah Lundy
   2nd Oran McLarnon Kate Doherty
   3rd Daniel Burns Cara McTaggart

COMPETITION, FUN AND ACHIEVEMENT
ON LORETO COLLEGE SPORTS DAY

Loreto College held its annual Sports Day on 
Tuesday 16th June 2015, with students from 
Years 8-11 taking part in a range of competitive 
and fun events, in perfect summer weather.

There was a range of highly-contested track 
and field events, culminating at the end of the 
afternoon with the exciting climax of the Inter-
Class Relays.  There were some fun events too, 
whether that was the friendly competition of the 
Poc Fada contests or the Year 11 inter-class 
Gaelic tournament, or Year 8 Novelty Races on 
the Chapel Lawn, Inter-Class Handball for Year 
9 or Ultimate Frisbee contests for Year 10.  

The Poc Fada winners were:
  

 Girls Boys
Year 8 Mary McKillen Kosta Papachristopoulos

Year 9 Dearbhla McCrossan Leo Passmore

Year 10 Tiegan Mullan Conor Moore

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of Physical Education at 

Loreto College, commended all students on their excellent 

participation on the day, and paid tribute to the staff and 

Senior students who had made the day such a great 

celebration of sporting achievement and school spirit.

  200 metres 1st Oran McLarnon Kate Doherty
   2nd Cathal Bradley Annie Wells
   3rd Luke McKendry Cara McTaggart

  800 metres 1st Luke McKendry Chloe Mullan, Ellie McBroom
   2nd  Dearbhla McCrossan, Sara Dillon
   3rd 

  Class Relays 1st 9C 9A
   2nd 9B 9B
   3rd 9A 9C

  Shot Putt 1st Aidan Gillen Alex Cook
   2nd Oisin Doherty Magda Zaruska
   3rd Donal O’Kane Roma Kelly

  Discus 1st Oisin Doherty Chloe Mullan
   2nd Dara Mooney Sarah Lundy
   3rd Oliver Keys Chantelle Dillon

  Javelin 1st Aidan McFerran Kate Doherty
   2nd Oliver Keys Annie Levy
   3rd Joshua Mullan Alex Cook

  High Jump 1st Dennis Bondarenko Sarah Lundy
   2nd Damian Krenc Dearbhla McCrossan
   3rd  Annie Levy  

  Long Jump 1st Delaney McLaughlin Kate Doherty
   2nd Paul Rafferty Sarah Lundy
   3rd Isaac Berrisford Katie Lafferty

  Athletes of the Year Cathal Bradley,  Kate Doherty
    Oran McLarnon

 YEAR 10 100 metres 1st Danny Burns Sorcha Duggan
   2nd Jason Moore Susan McKendry
   3rd Andrzej Krystowski Niamh Carr

  200 metres 1st Danny Burns Niamh Carr
   2nd Jason Moore Susan McKendry
   3rd  Orla Carey

  400 metres 1st Andrzej Krystowski 300 metres  1st Niamh Carr
   2nd Jason Moore  2nd Susan McKendry
   3rd Ben Culleton

  800 metres 1st Ben Culleton Niamh Carr
   2nd  Susan McKendry
   3rd 

  Class Relays 1st 10A 10B
   2nd 10D 10A  
   3rd 10E 10E

  Shot Putt 1st Callum Boorman Oonagh Rafferty
   2nd Jason Moore Carmen Owens
   3rd Finlay Hutchinson Aida Nemeth
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  Discus 1st Conor Moore Carmen Owens
   2nd Rory Maguire Katie McNerlin
   3rd Jason Moore Orla Carey

  Javelin 1st Callum Boorman Tiegan Mullan
   2nd Finlay Hutchinson Eve Gardiner
   3rd Andrzej Krystowski Zara Leese

  Long Jump 1st Jason Moore Molly Canning
   2nd Aaron Myers Niamh Carr
   3rd Owen Tsang Anna McKeown

  Athletes of the Year Jason Moore Niamh Carr

 YEAR 11 100 metres 1st Cahir Boyle Riona Pauling
   2nd James McReynolds Roisin McMorrough
   3rd Jordan Millar Sarah Moore

  200 metres 1st Eoin Doherty Riona Pauling
   2nd Ciaran O’Kane Victoria Tsang
   3rd  Nicole Kelly

  400 metres 1st Cahir Boyle
   2nd Glen O’Donovan
   3rd Eoin Doherty

  800 metres 1st Oisin Brennan Abigail McBroom
   2nd Aaron Christie Anna Morrison
   3rd  Elizabeth White

  Class Relays 1st 11A 11B
   2nd 11E 11E
   3rd 11B 11D

  Shot Putt 1st Cahir Boyle Riona Pauling
   2nd Valentino Jayamanna Sophie Craig
   3rd Eoin Doherty Maria Quinn

  Discus 1st Cahir Boyle Abigail McBroom
   2nd Aaron Christie Anna Morrison
   3rd Joshua Wan Riona Pauling

  Javelin 1st Reece Mackay Anna Morrison
   2nd Kristian Hoy Riona Pauling
   3rd Valentino Jayamanna Niamh Boorman
 
  Long Jump 1st Fearghal Close Roisin McMorrough
   2nd Cahir Boyle Riona Pauling
   3rd Daniel Walton Emma McLaughlin

  Athletes of the Year Cahir Boyle Riona Pauling

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, congratulated all the medallists and paid tribute to all the students 
and staff of the College who had made Loreto’s 2015 Sports Day such a memorable and successful event. 

Medallists in the Year 8 100 Metres 
at Loreto College Sports Day: 
Cliona McIntyre (Silver), 
Tolulupe Jide-Oji (Gold) and 
Mary McKillen (Bronze).

Under starter’s orders in the Year 8 100 Metres on Loreto College Sports Day.

Medallists in the Year 9 100 Metres 
on Loreto College Sports Day: 

Kate Doherty (Silver), 
Sarah Lundy (Gold) and 

Cara McTaggart (Bronze).
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Medallists in the Year 11 
100 Metres on Loreto College 

Sports Day, with Year 12/13 
Mentors:  James McReynolds 
(Silver), Cahir Boyle (Gold) and 

Jordan Millar (Bronze).

Medallists in the Year 8 Boys Relay on Loreto College Sports Day

Medallists in the 
Year 9 Girls Relay
on Loreto College Sports Day

Medallists in the 
Year 10 Boys Relay 
on Loreto College 
Sports Day

Medallists in the 
Year 11 Girls Relay on 

Loreto College Sports Day

Year 10 students contest an Ultimate Frisbee Match 
on Loreto College Sports Day

Year 8 students ready for action 
in the three-legged race on 
Loreto College Sports Day
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Following the successes of 
the Ireland Cricket team in 
recent Cricket World Cups 
and Intercontinental Trophy 
competitions, Cricket Ireland, the 
governing body for the sport has 
embarked on a major promotion of 
cricket at schools level throughout 
the island. 
 
At the college we have benefited 
from the increased interest in the 
game.  Each Friday afternoon a 
group of approximately fifteen Year 
8 and Year 9 pupils have taken 
part in a coaching session. Cricket 
Ireland and Coleraine Cricket Club 
have provided coaching staff and 
cricket equipment to assist with 
these practices.
 
The pupils are developing their 

CRICKET

skills in each of the three disciplines 
of cricket: batting, bowling and 
fielding. They are also coming to 
terms with the rules and tactics of 
the sport and, of course, its own 
unique terminologies. For example: 
what is a silly mid-on, a third man 
and a maiden over?

Our first match was held just 
after the Summer Exams, and 
saw Loreto emerging victorious 
over Coleraine College. This was 
a precursor to our participation 
against other schools in the Derry 
Mid-week League in the 2016 
season.  Loreto College won their 
inaugural cricket match against 
Coleraine College in June 2015. 
Batting first, and using an adapted 
scoring method, the team set their 
opponents a target of 259 to win 

and then restricted them to a total 
of 200 giving Loreto a winning 
margin of 59 runs. The aggressive, 
attacking batting of Danny McGarry 
and Matthew Byrne and the 
penetrating bowling of Christian 
Quigley and Oisin McCrudden are 
worthy of special mention, but all of 
the squad contributed to the victory.

Coleraine Sports Council have 
awarded the cricket club a grant of 
£100 towards the cost of cricket 
equipment. The cheque was 
presented to the team at a short 
ceremony in Coleraine Leisure 
Centre.

I would like to express my thanks to 
the boys who have attended on a 
regular basis and to Cricket Ireland 
for their help and encouragement.

Mr John Kildea 
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CHEERLEADING SUCCESS FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

A Year 9 student from Loreto College has been selected to 
represent Northern Ireland in Cheerleading, following successful 
auditioning for the NI All Stars Cheerleading Squad.

Anna McDowell attends three-hour training sessions in Belfast 
or Antrim every Saturday, learning energetic and demanding 
new routines and preparing for events and competitions.  Anna 
comments that injuries happen at almost every training session, 
so demanding are the routines and drills.  However, she adds 
that she loves cheerleading, not just because it keeps her fit but 
also because it has given her the opportunity to make many new 
friends.  Anna has been taking part in cheerleading since the age of 
six; among many highlights, she recalls taking part in the European 
Championships in Slovenia in 2010, where Northern Ireland was placed 
a wonderful fifth. 

Anna was congratulated on her dedication and determination to 
succeed by Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of Physical Education 
at Loreto College, and by College Principal Mr Michael James, who 
wished her well for the competitive season ahead in 2015.

Three students from Loreto College 
Coleraine were been congratulated 
by their classmates in the first Half 
Term on their continued success in 
karate.

Aidan O’Boyle (Year 12) trains 
at the Zanshin Shotokan Karate 
Club, as well as being a member of 
the Northern Ireland team and an 
assistant instructor.  At the end of 
August, just before he turned 16, 
Aidan fought his way to the final of 
the KUGB UK Grandslams in the 
14-15 age group, securing the title 
in the final.  

Emma Mullan (Year 11) also trains 
at the Zanshin Shotokan Karate 
club.  Emma took third place at 
the Northern Ireland Open Mixed 

KARATE

KARATE SUCCESSES FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Martial Arts Championships on 
6th September, followed by fourth 
place in the UK & Ireland Karate 
Competition a fortnight later.  

Both Aidan and Emma hope to 
represent Northern Ireland in the 
European Shotokan Karate-Do 
Association Championships in 
Switzerland just before Christmas; 
both have received tremendous 
praise from their coach, Sensei 
Terry Geddis of Zanshin Shotokan 
Karate Club. 

Showing great promise for the 
future, Isaac Berrisford (Year 9) 
contested the Northern Ireland 
karate Championships held at 
Banbridge Leisure centre on 
Saturday 11 Oct. Isaac attends 

the Chujo Karate club at Coleraine 
Leisure centre and Ballymoney and 
has been attending this club for the 
past five years. Isaac gained Gold 
medals for category 5th Kyu up to 
13 years in both Kumite and Kata. 
His score in the final of the Kumite 
(sparring) was 4-0, in a fantastic 
performance.  This meant that 
Isaac was named Northern Ireland 
Champion, with two Golds at his 
first major tournament.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, 
Head of Physical Education at 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the dedication, commitment and 
enthusiasm of Aidan, Emma and 
Isaac, congratulating them on their 
successes to date and wishing 
them well for future competitions. 

Loreto College Year 9 student 
Anna McDowell, who is a member 

of the Northern Ireland 
All Stars Cheerleading squad.

CHEERLEADING
When most people hear the 
word Karate, their mind turns to 
movies like the Karate Kid, and 
automatically assume that we 
fight with swords and yell “HIYA” 
when we break planks of wood 
with our bare fists. Although this 
all sounds cool and exciting, I hate 
to burst your bubble: Karate is a 
much more disciplined and focused 
sport. We can’t all become Bruce 
Lee the minute we walk into karate 
training and so everyone starts in 
the same place, white belt. So now 
you may be wondering, how does 
one become a black belt? Well, 
that’s easy, years of hard work and 
dedication.

There are 11 belts in total in 
Shotokan Karate, the final being 
black. Everyone must achieve 
every belt through what we call 
Grading. This is when two of the 
highest ranked black belts in the 
UK, Sensei Andy Sherry and Sensei 
Frank Brennan, come and watch 
you perform everything you’ve 
learned in training. Sounds scary, 
right? It’s actually pretty terrifying. 
During a grading, students perform 
three main skills, Basics, Kata and 

KARATE

Kumite (kum-it-tay). Basics include 
kicks, punches and blocks which 
are all performed without a partner. 
Kata is a choreographed series of 
movements designed to simulate a 
fighting sequence. Each belt comes 
with new and more complicated 
Kata to learn and there are 29 
in total. Finally students perform 
Kumite with a partner. Kumite is 
the Japanese word for fighting and 
is a very important part of karate. 
Younger students demonstrate 
how to block punches and kicks 
in a basic mannerism from static, 
whereas higher belts show the 
Senseis how they would react to 
certain attacks in a competitive 
way with lots of movement. These 
3 sections are performed at every 
grading, right up to the highest 
levels of black belt. To achieve your 
black belt or Shodan it takes on 
average 3 to 4 years. When you 
finally get your black belt you are 
awarded with a Samurai Sword.

The other side to karate is 
competition. There are 2 main 
competitive styles: WKF and WSKA. 
I compete in both these styles, but 
my main style is the higher level 

style WSKA. There are 4 levels 
to competition, Local, National, 
European and World. Interstyle 
competitions are also available, 
which invite all styles of Karate to 
compete together; however, these 
competitions do not go any farther 
than National level. Throughout 
the past year I have competed in 
over 15 competitions of all levels 
and I have won 16 medals. I was 
also voted Junior Student of the 
year and ranked 9th in Europe. 
Within competition there are 2 main 
events, Kata and Kumite. Most 
people, including myself, compete 
in both events. However some older 
competitors retire from one event 
to increase their chances of winning 
the other.  

So there you have it. Karate is more 
complicated than you could’ve even 
dreamed. I love karate and all the 
blood sweat and tears are totally 
worth it. 

“Karate aims to build character, 
improve human behaviour and 
cultivate modesty, it does not 
however guarantee it” Yasuhiro 
Konishi

Emma Mullan Y11
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Several of our students have enjoyed rowing 
success with Bann Rowing Club this year.  

Both Brega Mullan and Aaron Christie competed for 
their Club at the Irish Indoor Rowing Championships, 
held at the University of Limerick in January. Aaron 
Christie won Bronze over 2 kilometres.  Modest 
Aaron was disappointed with this as he didn’t 
achieve his personal best time: if he had, he could 
have been placed even higher!  Nonetheless, a 
wonderful achievement for Aaron and for all those 
Loreto students who take to the river. 

In early July, Aaron Christie (Year 11), Alana 
O’Donovan (Year 13), Brega Mullan (Year 14) and 
John Smyth (Year 12) all represented Bann Rowing 
Club at the Irish Championships. Brega and Aaron, 
after rigorous trialling, have also been selected to 
represent Ireland at the home internationals being 
held this year in Glasgow. Aaron is the youngest lad 
ever from Bann at just 15 to represent Ireland.

Congratulations to all our rowers on their 
determined, consistent training and success: you 
can spot some of them in action in the photos 
below.

ROWING SUCCESS

Students Abigail McBroom and 

Niamh Carr were among those 

representing Northern Ireland in the 

London Mini Marathon, following a 

very successful competitive season 

in cross country and athletics.  Both 

Niamh and Abigail had a great day at 

the marathon, running alongside 

their fellow top 

competitors from 

Northern Ireland 

and beyond.

Loreto hosted and won the annual NEBSSA 
Rounders tournament on Thursday 18th 
June, defeating Dalriada School in the Final.  
Congratulations to the team members: 
Year 10 students Molly Canning, Niamh 
Carr, Una Clarke, Alisha Convery, Catriona 
Dickey, Sian Donaghy, Catherine Dougan, 
Sorcha Duggan, Emer Kelly, Orlagh McCarry, 
Orlagh McCloskey, Courtney McKeague, 
Anna McKeown, Maeve McMorrough, Katie 
McNerlin, Hannah Mullan, Tiegan Mullan, 
Megan O’Kane and Cait Passmore. 

NEBSSA 
ROUNDERS SUCCESS

Christopher Doherty (Year 12) has had a great 
competitive season in Athletics, qualifying for the All 
Ireland Juvenile Championships in Tullamore.  He 
competed in the Ulster Championships at the Antrim 
Forum in June.  At this event, Christopher was 
placed second in the Long Jump and fourth in the 
100 Metres, with the top four finishers in all events 
qualifying for the All Ireland Finals.  At the time of 
going to press, Christopher was due to compete at All 
Ireland level during early July. 

ATHLETICS SUCCESS 
STORY FOR CHRISTOPHER

LONDON MINI MARATHON
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41 pupils and 4 staff travelled to 
Pomporovo in Bulgaria from 
8th-15th Feb.

It was the first time the school had 
visited the resort and we weren’t 
disappointed, it was fabulous.

The hotel was good and there was 
plenty of food, with the pupils loving 
lunch at Alex’s pub at the top of the 
mountain.

Only 10 of the pupils in the travelling 
party had previous ski experience 

SKI TRIP 2015

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15

and, by the end of the holiday, 
these pupils were skiing brilliantly 
down a variety of Orange runs.

The beginners’ groups all excelled 
themselves and, by the start of day 
4, all pupils were at the top of the 
mountain skiing competently on 
Green slopes.  All the instructors 
were very impressed by our pupils’ 
abilities as well as their behaviour 
and manners.  No injuries to report 
and everyone had an enjoyable 
time.

Post the slopes all members of the 
party participated in a variety of 
activities such as: crazy bowling, 
Ringos, bum boarding, presentation 
of awards night and a night at the 
swimming pool.  Mr Gallagher and 
Mr Byrne remained unbeaten on 
the pool table throughout the trip 
with Mr Gallagher and Ms Mullan 
showing their class on the slopes 
with limited falls, whereas Mrs Mc 
Broom and Mr Byrne had a more 
adventurous time negotiating the 
beautiful slopes of Pomporovo.  

Mr P Byrne

A REVIEW OF THE LORETO SKI TRIP 2015

In February of this year, I had 
an amazing opportunity to fly to 
Bulgaria with my classmates for a 
week, for a ski trip. A leaflet was 
handed in for our parents to sign, 
earlier in the school year, and I 
decided not to go, since I’ve been 
skiing twice, and I thought to myself 
that maybe it isn’t as much fun as 
it used to be. Sure, I would get to 
go with my friends and have fun 
there, but I thought that it wouldn’t 

be worth it just to get out of 
school for a week. Looking back, 
I was incredibly wrong about this 
decision and, if I could travel back 
in time, I would grab myself by the 
shoulders and talk some sense 
into me. Nevertheless, I continued 
on with school life until it was 3-5 
months before the ski trip and an 
announcement was made that 
another place had become available 
on the trip. That’s when I decided 

to give the ski trip a second chance. 
So I booked a place, and my place 
was secured on the trip. I was excited.

My parents were slightly less 
excited than I was though, since 
they had the task of dragging me 
to several shops selling sports 
equipment or ski clothes, in order 
to get everything I needed for the 
trip. Everyone else had a head-start, 
so those couple of months were S

K
I 

T
R

IP



232 233

LoretoLore Mag. 14-15 LoretoLore Mag. 14-15LoretoLore Mag. 14-15

a bit hectic. School was slightly 
easier to manage, since all we had 
to endure were just a couple of ski 
trip meetings, where we could see 
everyone who was raring to go and 
ski, and we could discuss hotel 
room arrangements, aeroplane 
times, activities and everything else 
that makes a school trip what it is. 
Finally, days before we headed out 
for Bulgaria, we could rest easy, 
knowing all our essentials were 
packed and ready for lift-off.

My alarm woke me up as usual for 
the school day, although it wasn’t 
a school day. It was a Sunday. The 
day that the trip took place. I was so 
anxious to get going that I couldn’t 
even lie in, I just had to get up out 
of bed and check my suitcase, and 
look through what was taking place 
each step of the way. Not long after 
getting dressed, a taxi was at our 
door and raced towards the Loreto 
College entrance, where several 
classmates were already standing, 
accompanied by the somewhat 
dreary faces of their parents. I’m 
sure some of them saw this as a 
holiday for themselves, to get rid 
of their children for an entire week. 
At least that’s why I think I saw a 
glimmer of hope in their eyes...
 
The bus ride itself was uneventful, 

though filled with a mixture of 
people who were half asleep, fully 
awake and giddy, and somewhere 
between the two. Once we had 
arrived at the familiar entrance of 
Antrim airport, we grabbed our 
luggage off the bus and managed 
to crawl our way through security. 
Then we journeyed onwards to the 
shining beacon of glory, the airport 
Starbucks. At least that’s what 
half our group seemed to think of 
it. Everything else was normal to a 
degree: make our way to check-
in; board the 4 hour plane flight 
which dragged on for way too long; 
grab the bus at the surprisingly not 
snowy Plovdiv airport, and another 
hour long bus ride to the hotel. Fun. 
By this point mostly everyone on 
the bus had run out of steam, and 
those who were still giddy were few 
and far between. As we arrived at 
the unpronounceable hotel where 
we would stay for the rest of the 
week, I felt satisfied, incredibly 
tired, but nonetheless proud that 
I had made it this far successfully. 
And now, I get to collapse onto 
my, warm, fuzzy bed. Oh wait, 
another meeting about school rules 
still applying and everything we 
talked about before at the school 
meetings...

It was finally our first day on the 
slopes. Well, mostly everyone’s first 
day. A few people had already been 

skiing with the school, or outside 
of it with family. I had happened 
to go twice, to the exact same 
place in Bulgaria, to the exact 
same unpronounceable hotel, so 
you could say I was a regular here 
by now. But that didn’t stop me 
from being anxious to get back 
onto the skis and grab the ski-
lift upwards. Still, I was stuck in 
this hotel for a while, so why not 
quickly guide the newcomers and 
tell them what and what not to do 
when they got there? After going 
through the checklist of arriving on 
the bus to the slopes I remembered 
a single detail that I was glad I had 
forgotten. The fitting room. This 
fitting room was the single hottest 
place I had been to in my entire 
life and it still makes me shudder 
thinking of it. Picture this: thirty-odd 
people, head to toe in thermals 
and ski coats, in a single smaller 
than average room, with limited 
seating and a heating system which 
seemed to consist of the Sun’s core 
being borrowed for a day. We had 
to stay in this place for a while over 
the course of the week, and each 
day it seemed to stay just as hot. 
Your safest bet was to grab your 
ski-boots, skis and poles, and to 
get them on and get out as quickly 
as possible. Easier said than done.

When I was finally outside out in 
the open, we got to meet our ski 
instructors, who were all very nice 

and helped anyone who tripped 
on flat snow in their ski-boots. The 
boots are angled forwards so this 
was unavoidable for most people on 
the first day... Once we managed 
to sort out which group was with 
which instructor, everything went 
smoother. At least for my group. I 
pity the poor skiers who endured 
their first day on their skis... But I 
wasn’t a beginner anymore and 
neither was my group, so we made 
our way down to the ski-lifts. Now, 
I’ve been to this exact ski resort 
2 times already, but even then, 
I was taken aback by the view. 
Mountainous terrain everywhere, 
with thousands of tiny model-like 
trees scattered everywhere along 
the slopes and finally all of this 
is covered in layer after layer of 
snow, as white and bunched up as 
cotton wool. We had the chance 
to enjoy the view for nearly half an 
hour before we realised this was an 
actual ski trip and we had to stop 
sight-seeing and get off at the top 
to meet up with our ski instructor. 
At first we took it easy, and cruised 
around the slopes, the snow gently 
crunching beneath our skis. There 
were several sharp turns, but right 
away I felt at home on the slope. 
We carried on for some time, until 
we had to pick out a café and 
get a well-deserved lunch. Nearly 
everyone had picked pizza, which 
had arrived promptly, steam rising 
off it. After lunch, we went for a 
couple more runs down the slopes, 
until we had to return back to the 
fitting room, exhausted after a hard 
day’s skiing. The beginners didn’t 
look as happy as we were, since 
most of them spent their time falling 
onto the snow and getting up off 
the snow, but I knew they would get 
better and not keep falling as often.

This was our routine for most of 
the week, with several memorable 
experiences being: getting some 
airtime off the side of the slope; 
a certain person going off the 
edge and crashing right into a tree 
(unnamed for reasons which are 
obvious); an interesting detour 
through the forest and having 
some close calls there; me getting 
separated from the rest of my group 

due to a broken lift pass, much to 
everyone’s annoyance; and a 
generous amount of falling over 
and crashing into each other.  
Besides this, everything went mostly
smoothly and we all improved 
enough over the week to tackle 
some steeper-than-average slopes.
Those are definitely the most fun 
parts of the trip, because nothing 
quite beats the feeling of whizzing 
down a stretch of snow at supersonic
speed, and then swiftly turning your 
skis and carving through the snow, 
feeling every inch of snow crunch 
beneath you. And then of course 
it’s up to fate whether you bail and 
make a fool of yourself or whether 
you escape unharmed.

There was still a lot to do outside of 
skiing and, between all the regular 
trips which the teachers organised 
and the vast amount of leisure 
activities offered by the hotel, I 
never found myself bored, since I 
could just play a game of pool with 
a friend or hang out at the in-hotel 
arcade. In fact, the pool table was 
so popular even the teachers got 
involved and there were regular 
tournaments between Mr Gallagher 
and any of the students brave 
enough to challenge the undisputed 
champion of the pool table. Besides 
the hotel, we had the chance to do 
several activities after skiing with the 
entire group, some notable ones 
being “Ringoing,” where you hop 
into a giant inflatable doughnut, and 
then you get flung down a slope at 
incredible speeds, either spinning or 
making a “train” by joining several 
people. We also had the chance 
to do this on “bum-boards,” which 
were small, plastic seats with a 
handle, and they sped off down the 
slopes even quicker than the ringos! 
We also had combinations of using 
these, and some people had some 
creative ideas which usually ended 
in a scattering of people further down
the hill. Lastly, the teachers rented 
out our own personal Irish Pub right 
beside the hotel, and we had a 
party night to cool off after spending 
hours on the ski slopes. It was a 
great atmosphere and everyone 
enjoyed themselves there, knowing 
that the week had gone well.

Our last day of the week was free 
and we could do whatever we 
wanted around the hotel, but had 
to have everything packed into our 
suitcases by noon. Some people 
went to the souvenir shops for the 
last time, while everyone else just 
lounged about the place, slowly 
melting into the sofas, exhausted 
but satisfied. We all went back onto 
the hour long bus ride to the airport, 
this time a bit less giddy than on 
the way to the hotel. When we 
arrived at the airport our flight had 
been delayed, but no-one seemed 
to mind since there was wifi at 
the airport and plenty of places 
to charge your devices. We finally 
went onto the flight back home. 
Everything went smoothly and, 
once we had arrived on the bus to 
Loreto, everyone was ready to pass 
out on a comfy, warm bed.

Overall I would say that the Loreto 
ski trip is a fantastic experience and 
I would recommend it to anyone 
who even has the slightest interest 
in it. You definitely won’t regret it, 
and really there’s nothing better 
than a week of fun in a different 
country with all of your best friends! 
The only downside I can see if that 
this year’s trip took place during 
school time, so anyone going on 
it had to catch up on any work 
missed. But nonetheless, I had 
plenty of fun and I’m sure everyone 
else on the trip enjoyed it too. A 
huge thank you to all the teachers 
who organised the trip and ensured 
that we had such a great time.

Dennis Bondarenko Year 9
Winner of the 

Junior Magazine Prize 2015
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ABSENT FRIENDS

All those who left Loreto in 2014

Year 14
Conor Anderson Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Ruth Bleakley Queen’s University Belfast Social Anthropology & Spanish
Christopher Bradley Imperial College London Physics
Aidan Brankin University of Ulster Building Surveying
Aisha Browne North West Regional College Catering & Hospitality
Lauren Brownlow North West Regional College Nursing
Julia Brzozowska University College London History (with year abroad)
Bronwen Butler University College London Geography
Naomi Butler University of Liverpool Law with Criminology
Christopher Carson Aberystwyth University Computer Science & Geography
Rhys Cheng North West Regional College Princes Trust
Caoimhe Cooke Queen’s University Belfast Medicine
Therese Corrigan University of Ulster Environmental Health with DPP
Kirsty Crawford Queen’s University Belfast Economics with Finance
Fionnuala Davidson Gap Year
David Devlin Queen’s University Belfast International Business with Spanish
Peter Devlin Queen’s University Belfast Actuarial Science & Risk Management
Caolan Dillon Queen’s University Belfast Law
Shane Donnelly London School of Economics Actuarial Science
Owen Dooley Belfast Metropolitan College HND Computing
Niamh Dowdall Queen’s University Belfast Medicine
James Downey Queen’s University Belfast Economics with Finance
Ryan Duffy Queen’s University Belfast Business Information Technology
Katie Dysart Queen’s University Belfast Law
Hannah Elliott Manchester Metropolitan Univ. Primary Teaching
Laura Fleming University of Ulster Psychology
Adam Gellatly Imperial College London Materials Science & Engineering
Aoibheann Gillan Queen’s University Belfast Food Science & Food Security
Mark Gormley Robert Gordon University Pharmacy
Jill Hasson University of Ulster Geography with Education
Megan Hasson Manchester University Primary Teaching
Kealan Herald Employment
Jessica Hickinson University of Ulster Law with Criminology
Kirstin Ingram Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Patrick Jackson University of Derby Zoology
Emma Kelly North West Regional College BTEC Level 3 Health Studies
Fergus Kelly Queen’s University Belfast Architecture
Patrick Kerr University of Aberdeen Medicine
Amy Lafferty Gap Year
Edward Lane University of Liverpool Medicine
Katie Law Queen’s University Belfast Law
Ben Levy University of York Music
Kevin Liken University of Warwick Physics
Riona Lofthouse St Mary’s Univ. College Belfast Education

Ciaran Logue Belfast Metropolitan College Business
Chloe McAlary Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Rosanna McAleese Trinity College Dublin Law
Joe McCann Northern Regional College HND Business Economics
Niamh McCloskey Liverpool John Moores Law & Criminal Justice
Patrick McCloskey King’s College Cambridge Law
Saryah McCrossan Queen’s University Belfast Criminology & Sociology
Olivia McCullagh Queen Mary University London Law
Hannah McDonald Queen’s University Belfast Film Studies
Naomi McDowell North West Regional College BTEC Level 3 Health Studies
Alice McGee University of Aberdeen Medicine
Damian McGrath Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Jamie McGuinness University of Ulster Law
Cliodhna McIlvenny Queen’s University Belfast Pharmacy
Chloe McIntyre University of Ulster Business Studies & Advertising
Pearse McIntyre Queen’s University Belfast Land Use & Environ. Management
Brendan McKillop University of Ulster Physiotherapy
Eoin McKillop Queen’s University Belfast Economics & Accounting
Bronagh McKinney University of Ulster Computer Science
Amy McLaughlin University of Ulster Human Resource Management
Kevin McMahon  Pharmaceutical Sciences
Eilis McNamee University of Cardiff Optometry
Ruairi McPoland Queen’s University Belfast Chemical Engineering
Zoe McWilliams Queen’s University Belfast Business Management
Kate Millar University of Ulster Biomedical Sciences
Ciara Morren Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Niall Mullan Queen’s University Belfast Law
Anna Nelis Queen’s University Belfast Business Information Technology
Fearghal O’Boyle St Mary’s Univ. College Belfast Education
Karla O’Boyle University of Ulster Speech & Language Therapy
Nicole O’Hagan University of Edinburgh Veterinary Science
Sorcha O’Hara Gap Year
Dean O’Kane University of Ulster Product & Furniture Design
Rachel O’Kane Queen’s University Belfast Pharmacy
Shannon O’Kane University of Ulster Psychology
Nicole O’Neill Queen’s University Belfast Geography
Adeoluwa Owolabi University of Ulster Biomedical Sciences
Roisin Parahoo Queen’s University Belfast Dentistry
Hannah Quinn University of Manchester Politics, Philosophy & Economics
Laura Rafferty Queen’s University Belfast Business Management
Bronagh Reid Gap Year
Jack Reid Gap Year
Stephen Reynolds University of Ulster English
Luke Roantree Trinity College Dublin Theoretical Physics
Carlos Rojao Queen’s University Belfast Civil Engineering
Tara Stewart Queen’s University Belfast Civil Engineering
Ellen Thompson Queen’s University Belfast Law
Karl Traynor Queen’s University Belfast Environmental & Civil Engineering
Donald Turner University of Liverpool Politics
Laura Watkins Manchester Metropolitan Univ. Primary Teaching
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One of Loreto’s oldest surviving 
former students, Mrs Rita Cunning, 
visited the school on the Convent 
Open Morning in June. She is 
pictured here beside a banner of 
photographs - she had spotted 
herself among the first Loreto 
students pictured!

Writing for local historical society 
journal The Bann Disc in 2005, she 
reminisced:

I became a pupil of the school in 
1933 at the age of eleven and at 
that time I was the youngest girl in 
the school, which was very much 
a female establishment - the two 
exceptions being the grounds/boiler 
man and the Convent chaplain.  By 
1933, electricity was just reaching 
its doors and I remember the 
excitement when the electricians 
arrived to install the wiring and 
replace the gaslights.  Every year, 
all Loreto houses celebrated the 
feast of the Holy Angels when 
a procession was held and the 
youngest girl in the school carried 
a picture into the chapel, and my 
earliest memory is being given that 
privilege.

In 1933 there were between 
ninety and one hundred girls on 
the roll - mostly boarders with a 
few day girls from the town - thus 
we all knew each other, although 
friendships between juniors and 
seniors were forbidden.  When we 
walked around the grounds we 
always had to be in triplicate.  Then 
I couldn’t understand the rule - it 
makes more sense to me now!  As 
the school was in its infancy, the 
accommodation was limited, as 
the building programme had not 
begun; so many rooms in the house 

NEWS OF FORMER STUDENTS

Memories of Loreto...

were used as dormitories.  Myself 
and five other girls slept in ‘The 
Blue Room’ which had a lovely bay 
window looking out onto the lawns 
and the conservatory.  The bay 
window afforded us ample space 
to hold a midnight feast, which 
mostly consisted of bits and pieces 
of food salvaged from our ‘parcels’ 
from home that our parents sent 
us to enhance the Spartan diet!  
The aforementioned conservatory 
is now the site of the new chapel, 
which was opened in 1939 amidst 
much celebration.  Prior to the 
chapel being built, the conservatory 
was used as a refectory and, in the 
summer time, during hot weather, 
the butter used to ‘sag’ on the 
plate.

Our recreation consisted of netball, 
camogie, and one tennis court.  
Some of the junior girls made 
up their own fun such as playing 
Hospitals or even Cowboys and 
Indians (a sign of the times!).  As 
special treats we went for walks up 
around Ballycairn, during which I 
remember one girl was very adept 
at précising a book she had read 
or telling the story of a film she had 
seen.  When it rained we ‘danced’ 

to piano music in what was called 
the Play Room.  Only waltzes were 
permitted; foxtrots were frowned 
upon.  Why, I never knew - perhaps 
the name didn’t sound right!  The 
annual excursion was to a bleak 
house in windswept Donegal called 
Linsfort.  I can now say that it has 
since become a modern Retreat 
and Rest Centre where one can go 
and recharge one’s batteries.

Our day started by being called by 
one of the Sisters at 7am.  The door 
would open and the first thing we 
heard was ‘Benecitamus Domine’, 
‘let us bless the Lord’, and six 
sleepy girls would roll out of bed 
to wash in cold water, get dressed 
and be down in the Chapel for 8am 
Mass.  Breakfast was at 8:30am 
after which we made our beds and 
tidied up, to be ready for class at 
9:15am.

Lunch was at 12:30pm
Dinner was at 3pm
Recreation from 3:30-4:30pm
Study from 4:30-6pm
Chapel from 6-6:30pm
Supper followed from 6:30-7pm
7-8pm was recreation time
Study from 8-9pm.

Bed and ‘lights out!’ at 9:30pm.  
There was a rule that silence be 
observed, although I do remember 
many whisperings!

Another milestone was the annual 
May Procession, which took place 
around the grounds.  Being in May, 
it coincided with the North West 
200 race.  The sound and whirr of 
the bikes could be heard coming 
across the river, while we walked 
around singing hymns.  Stanley 
Woods was the ace then, attaining 
the incredible speed of 80mph!

At the beginning of every school 
year we had a three-day retreat 
during which time we were 
encouraged to be silent.  A priest 
from one of the religious orders 
would come and give us talks three 
times a day.  Memories of two 

outstanding retreats are still with 
me and I’m sure many a religious 
vocation was fostered during those 
spiritual marathons.  We didn’t 
have access to radio.  There was 
probably only one in the whole 
establishment, so we relied on the 
daygirls for the latest news.  One 
vivid memory that I do have is from 
the spring of 1940 when one of the 
Sisters came into the Play Room 
and announced that France had 
fallen.

Mother Rose Carthy was the 
Superior and Foundress of the 
school in Coleraine.  When M. Rose 
clapped her hands, everyone took 
heed!  Looking back I now realise 
what a wonderful woman she was, 
as were many of the other Sisters 
who did their best for us, the motley 
selection of diverse talents and 

personalities that we were.

And so we progressed through 
the years to Senior Grade.  As the 
school progressed, the existing 
maths teacher was probably under 
pressure, so Mr Clarke from the 
neighbouring school Coleraine 
Inst. was invited to take a class of 
senior girls.  We all enjoyed these 
classes as he didn’t seem to mind 
explaining things.  As for myself, 
he cast a much needed light on 
many problems, and although the 
mysteries of Trig and Logs have 
faded into the dim and distant 
past, the memory of his enduring 
patience and charm still remains.

I left the school in June 1940 having 
formed many strong friendships that 
have lasted to the present day.

Rita Cunning

Rhianna Gardiner caught up with David Mullan, 
who took a leading role in Ballywillan Drama 
Group’s production of Hairspray in January.

I entered the theatre, excited at the prospect of 
getting a glimpse behind the scenes of Ballywillan 
Drama Group’s production of Hairspray.  Sitting 
on one of the red, velvet chairs, third row, is David 
Mullan, or Dave, as he corrects me.

Hairspray’s leading lad, smaller than you would 
expect, but he greets me with a warm smile.  In the 
world of theatre you need to be a triple threat.  Firstly, 
you must be an excellent singer.

Dave has had an interest in singing from a very early 
age.  “I started singing in pubs, doing karaoke while 
on holiday with my parents… so I guess they are 
to thank for the origins.”  His brow furrowed as he 
remembered the painful memory of being one of the 
only two boys in his primary school choir.  However, 
peer pressure took over and the weak characteristics 
of a pre-teen boy meant he gave it all up.  “But ten 
years on, I took singing lessons and auditioned for 
X Factor,” he explained.  Not to mention making his 
debut on the stage with his first starring role as Link 
Larkin from Broadway’s hottest musical.

FROM NORMAL NOBODY TO LEADING LAD

Next, acting ability is essential.  He always enjoyed 
the prospect of being an actor.  Dave reminisced 
about his dreams since early childhood but admitted 
he had never done anything about it.  “I love the idea 
of getting into character, being something different 
and doing it in front of an audience.  The thought is 
exhilarating.” Joining Ballywillan Drama Group could 
be the start of something, but for now he considers it 
a fun hobby.

Lastly, dancing.  “This was the one part of theatre 
I was most terrified of.”  In his audition, Dave found 
it difficult to co-ordinate his hands with his feet, 
he couldn’t connect with the music and he was 
concentrating so much on not falling flat on his 
face.  He blushed, reminiscing about his first dance 
experience.  “I would like to thank the choreographer 
for putting enough trust in me to be able to go out and 
do this.  It may not be technically correct but at least 
I’m having fun!” Truer words have never been spoken.

Intrigued, I was eager to find out why he auditioned in 
the first place.  “I wasn’t doing much with myself, just 
a normal nobody. I asked my singing teacher at the 
time about musicals and if there were any productions 
coming up soon.  He instantly said Hairspray and 
well… the rest is history now.”  Obviously grateful for 
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the opportunity, he points out, “Getting a lead, being 
a newbie to stage and musicals, was a huge shock 
and honour.”

The task of being the lead in a musical for 16 shows 
is a demanding one, and I was curious to find out 
what preparation he had gone through.  “It was 
my first musical.  It was hard to prepare because I 
didn’t know what to expect… so I was always asking 
for advice and opinions from directors and cast to 
ensure I could handle the pressure and maintain a 
solid performance for the group.” He was continually 
sipping his water: it’s good for the voice, apparently.  
“I arrive 2 hours early for each show to get into 
character and relax in order to entertain the crowd to 
the best of my abilities.” He remained cool, calm and 
collected as he fixed his bandana on his forehead.

Every actor’s dream is to perform to a full house with 
the crowd giving an overwhelming standing ovation 
during the finale, but every actor’s nightmare is giving 
in to stage fright.  I ask Dave does he ever suffer from 
the unwanted disease that is stage fright.  “Yes and 
then no!” he exclaims.  His answer is met by silence 
so he is compelled to elaborate.  “I get nervous before 
gigs but not during them.  Playing the guitar comes 
naturally, once I get over the first few seconds of fear, 
I love what I’m doing and love to entertain.” However, 
he continues to tell me that the opening night of the 
show was an anomaly and he was terrified of 
being sick over the front row! 
Glad I hadn’t booked 
those seats…

As an actor, it helps 
to delve into your own 
experience to portray a 
realistic performance.  I 
ask whether any traits link 
him to Link.  “Handsome… 
charming… tall… funny…” 
Well, he obviously shares 
the trait of vanity and as for 
tall… moving swiftly on…

So out of a cast of 80 people 
there must have been some 
juicy gossip.  He winks.  I tried 
to probe for more information 
but my efforts were met with the 
reply, “No comment.”

Being familiar with the plot of 
Hairspray, our dreamboat Link 
Larkin has to share a kiss with 
Tracy Turnblad and Amber Von 

Tussle.  When I mentioned the kiss, Dave reddened.  
“I always went in for a hug during rehearsals to be 
on the safe side, in case of social awkwardness.” He 
revealed that his partners surprised him at random 
times during a dress run and after that he was 
fine.  “As for the quality of the kiss, you may ask 
the ladies… however I heard no complaints.” A true 
Romeo and Juliet tale.

Working with such a large group of talented people 
must have been intimidating, as many of them are 
apparently Ballywillan regulars. “Every person had 
a personality I admired, and that unique blend of 
friendship and team unity made my experience of 
Hairspray arguably the best thing I’ve ever done!”  He
swears he has made some friends for life.  How sweet.

We now know a lot about actor Dave Mullan, but I 
dug deeper and tried to uncover what makes him 
interesting.  “I don’t eat a lot of fun food: pizza… ice 
cream… sweets… fizzy drinks.” Sorry, Dave, but this 
probably makes you less interesting!

So after nine months of an exhausting rehearsal 
schedule, I wanted to know what would be next from 
our shining star.  “Well, I’m moving to the big bad land 
Down Under!  A hugely daunting, scary and emotional 
experience awaits!”  A journey to Australia is certainly 

exciting, but I’ll admit I 
was disappointed when 
I didn’t hear that he was 
continuing with his musical 
streak.  You never know, 
don’t be surprised if you 
see Dave Mullan as the 
next Danny Zuko, Jean 
Valjean or even the next 
Phantom…

Interview by 
Rhianna Gardiner Year 

13

POSTSCRIPT: Since 
moving to Australia, 
Dave has begun 
recording his first 
vocal EP: he also 
visited one of the 
Loreto Convent 
schools in Sydney
and is to return 
there as a 
special guest 
star in a school  

        concert!

Former Loreto College student 
Eimear Anderson (Class of 2013) 
was elected Derry Rose for the 
Rose of Tralee Pageant 2015, earlier 
this year.  Following several rounds 
of selection events, Eimear won 
through to the Live Television Rose 
of Tralee Finals, held in August.  

Now studying for a B.Ed. degree at 
St Mary’s University College Belfast, 
Eimear describes this opportunity 
as ‘living the dream’ she’d held 
since childhood.

We were delighted to welcome 
Eimear back to the Friends of 
Loreto Convent House Open 
Morning in June.

ROSE OF TRALEE

John Mulgrew, who left 

Loreto in 2004, was named 

Business Journalist of the Year at the 

CIPR NI Media Awards in early July.  

Congratulations to John, who still keeps in touch 

with Loreto and was kind enough to return a few 

years ago to give an insight into his career at the 

Belfast Telegraph to A Level English Language 

and English Literature students.

JOURNALISM
AWARD 

FOR
JOHN
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FORMER TEACHER SCALES NEW HEIGHTS

Former Head of English and Vice Principal Mr John O’Kane - also 
the former Editor of Loreto Lore - took on a huge challenge a 

few months ago.  Following a period of ill health, John was 
determined to raise some funds for the Friends of the Cancer 

Centre charity, Belfast.  Not content with something 
ordinary like a coffee morning or a sedate walk, John 

joined hundreds of other fundraisers and completed a 
sponsored abseil down the front of the famous City 

Hospital Towerblock in Belfast.  

Those who remember Mr O’Kane will recall that 
he never did do things by halves… we wish 

him continued health and happiness in his 
retirement.
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