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FOREWORD

As I am writing this foreword, the World Cup in Brazil is in full flow and the summer holidays are 
not too far away. At this time of year our thoughts invariably turn to long evenings relaxing in the 
sun and it is a perfect time to look back at another busy year for the school and to reflect on the 
successes and achievements of our students throughout the year. Through the years, Loreto 
Lore has chronicled the many and varied activities that happen in any given academic year. I 
am grateful to Mrs Little and her committee for researching, writing and compiling this current 
magazine, as it catalogues a momentous year of change and development for the school.  It is 
a wonderful publication and shows how the College continues to go from strength to strength.

We have successfully completed our first year without using academic selection and we are 
confident that this current cohort of Y8 students represents all that is good about Loreto Education. 
Next year the school celebrates its 85th year and just recently the Trustees have announced 
proposals for the expansion of the school, securing the long-term future of Loreto education in 
Coleraine. We continue to cherish the traditional values and ethos of our past, whilst planning 
for the challenges posed for education in a rapidly changing society. Mahatma Gandhi said, 
“You must be the change you wish to see in the world,” and as we in Loreto look forward, we 
are seeking to be that change, by developing a Loreto school that can deliver the vision of a 
single, Catholic, all ability school in Coleraine. 

Sadly, as we consider the future of Loreto education, we do so without the presence of the 
Loreto Sisters in the Convent House. However, we face the future with confidence, knowing 
that the Loreto Community is not too far away and that the Loreto ethos, instilled by the Loreto 
Sisters in countless pupils over the years, is still alive and well in our school. We see this in 
many of the articles of this year’s magazine.

As we watch the World Cup and admire the excellence of the players on the pitch, we 
also ponder the poverty hidden away from the cameras. As Loreto staff and pupils, we are 
challenged to live out our ethos and become the agents of social change that will make a 
difference for those less fortunate than ourselves. As Gandhi states, we must become the 
change, and by engaging in SVP, Christian Life Community, Pope John Paul II Award and any 
of our different charities, that is exactly what we are doing. 

Through the pages of Loreto Lore we rightly celebrate our many successes and achievements. 
However, it is through our efforts as agents of social change that we are set apart as a 
school; developing pupils with knowledge and understanding, underpinned by moral values 
and humility. I am confident that future Loreto Lore magazines will continue to reflect on the 
achievements and successes of future pupils, as well as highlighting their willingness and ability 
to act as agents of social change.

Mr Michael James
College Principal
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EDITORIAL

As the Year 14 students said their 
goodbyes to us in May, ready to face 
the challenge of the A Level exams, 
a curious thing happened.  Not for 
the Loreto sixth form the causing of 
mess and chaos: our students didn’t 
leave us with headaches or a mess 
to clear up.  No: this year, the Class 
of 2014 created their own hashtag: 
#LCC2014, and chose to form a 
hundred-strong conga line, revisiting 
their favourite haunts of the past 
seven years, chanting the school’s 
initials at top volume, and staging 
what looked like a sit-down protest 
now and then.  At first, I wondered 
if they were protesting about the 
need to leave.  Were they, like so 
many of us a little older than them, 
rebelling against the passing of time, 
desperately clinging to the childish 
things of youth, and refusing to 
vacate their positions as our much-
loved Year 14?  Closer inspection 
proved that something else was 
going on.  When the conga line 
slowed, stopped and sat, phones 
were slipped from blazer pockets 
and surreptitious ‘selfies’ were taken, 
immortalising the moment for future 
generations or instants of social 
media.

The ‘selfie’ (or mobile phone self 
portrait designed to be uploaded 
to such sites as Facebook and 
Twitter) is the photo of the moment, 
so much so that the word officially 
made it to the Oxford English 
Dictionary in 2013.  You take 
a photo of yourself to capture 
yourself in the moment you want 
to remember, or want to display 
as a means of defining yourself to 
others.  Just as our Year 14s turned 
the uniting experience of their last 
day at Loreto into a Twitter hashtag, 
they stopped now and then to 
capture an instant - laughter, tears, 

hugs, nostalgia - by which they 
could present what that day looked 
like to themselves and one another.  
In the same week, Loreto launched 
its own official Twitter-feed.  Loreto 
Lore is an annual publication and 
we offer more regular updates on 
our school website; now we are 
trying to keep up with the social 
media trend by tweeting about 
school news, achievements or 
events.  These ways of presenting 
what happens in Loreto are our 
‘selfies’.  Whether it’s a weighty 
publication like this magazine 
or a tweet in 160 characters or 
fewer, a busy photo collage or the 
emblematic simplicity of our well-
known crest, we are doing our best 
to capture the individual moments 
that define us in each ever-busier 
school year, making sense of the 
constituent parts and people which 
add up to just three letters: LCC.  

Creating this School Magazine is 
just part of that, and as ever I am 
grateful to all the many people who 
have helped. Everyone in school 
has ideas to contribute, and I am 
grateful for all these suggestions, 
articles, photographs, practical 
advice, assistance and encouraging 
words - even if it’s just the advice 
that I keep drinking coffee, or the 
tolerance of new-fangled things like 
tweets.  In particular, I would like to 
thank Mr James for his advice and 
support, Miss Toner, Mr Gallagher 
and Mrs West for helping to ensure 
that photographic assignments 
run smoothly, and Mr Elgin for 
his computer and photographic 
expertise.  In the School Office, 
Miss Stewart, Mrs Dougan and Mrs 
Johnston continue to offer great 
assistance, no matter how frequent, 
how onerous and how urgent the 
requests.  

As always, the members of 
the Editorial Committee have 
contributed much to the 
Magazine.  Many have written and 
commissioned articles, others 
have helped behind the scenes 
and everyone has responded with 
enthusiasm and interest to the 
creation of a coherent overview 
of another busy year.  Everyone 
involved has been generous about 
contributing ideas, energy and 
time to the production of a full and 
lively record of 2013-2014.  Just 
before Easter, some members of 
the Magazine Committee ventured 
into the Convent for tea, buns and 
a good chat with the members of 
our Loreto Community. “Maybe we 
can take a selfie with the Sisters!” 
they suggested to me, earlier in 
the day. “You know, Miss: like the 
stars did at the Oscars!” The current 
trend united with the dignity and 
integrity of our Loreto traditions in a 
moment of laughter and affection. 
Selfies can appear self-indulgent 
and ephemeral; each individual 
contributor to the Magazine may 
feel what they did contributed very 
little, but the overall impact of these 
poems, articles, stories, ideas 
and moments of enthusiasm add 
together to present Loreto as it is - 
a place of great life, great initiative, 
and great ideas. And I hope that 
means that our School Magazine 
can be the best possible self-
portrait of another lively, busy year.

Mrs C Little, Editor

Editorial Committee  (Y13-14)
 Niamh Doherty Year 13
 Louise Hickey Year 13
 Ben Levy Year 14
 Clodagh McBride Year 13
 Patrick McCloskey Year 14
 Rory McCormick Year 13

STAFF NEWS

 Paul McFerran Year 13
 Hal McGonigle Year 13
 Rebecca McKillen Year 13
 Nicole McNicholl Year 13
 Maria McQuillan Year 13
 Ceara Mellon Year 13
 April Murray Year 13
 Caolan O’Neill Year 13
 Clodagh Rainey Year 13
 Stephen Reynolds Year 14
 Ruairi Sweeney Year 13

Editorial Associates  (Y11-12)
 Oran Barton Year 12
 Aidan Boyle Year 11
 Emily Cameron Year 11
 Caitlin Cosgrove Year 11
 Danielle Dempsey Year 12
 Shannon Donaghy Year 12
 Oonagh Jordan Year 12
 Kate McLaughlin Year 11
 Lucy McMullan Year 11
 Yasmin Parahoo Year 12
 Niamh Wallace Year 12
 Oliwia Widuto Year 11

Editorial Associates  (Y8-10)
 Aoibheann Conway Year 9
 Flynn Faith-Crothers Year 10
 Niamh Granleese Year 8
 Finn Lestas Year 10
 Ailbhe McGuckian Year 8
 Orla Mullan Year 8
 Aida Nemeth Year 9 

It has been another busy year in the Loreto Staff Room 
- behind that wooden door, the room which students 
wonder about so much has been the scene of moments 
of celebration, reflection and plans for the future as well 
as nostalgic reminiscences about the past and much 
discussion about the challenges of the present!

We welcomed Mr Conrad Deighan to teach ICT and 
Computing during the absence of Mr Clarke Rice.  
We wish Mr Rice better health and he remains in 
our thoughts and prayers.  We also welcomed Mrs 
Ria Carey to the Mathematics Department and Mr 
Stephen McKenzie to the PE Department, as well 
as welcoming Ms Ann Johnston as a Classroom 
Assistant and Miss Chloe Dougan and Miss Aine 
McGuckian as General Assistants.  During the course 
of the year we also welcomed a variety of substitute 
teachers: Miss Kayleigh Gould (Geography), Mrs Sara 
Cunningham-Bell (Art & Design), Miss Kathryn Lyons 
(Home Economics), Mr Kiefer O’Boyle (RE), Cabrini 
Bean Ni Lochlain (Irish), Mrs Eileen Diamond (Spanish), 
Mr Sean Gottschalk (Chemistry), Mr Matthew McGlade 
(Chemistry), Mrs Aideen Ahern (English), and Mrs Eileen 
Fullerton (Maths).

There were times of celebration for some members of 
our school family through the course of the year.  Mr 
Peter Loughran returned with a sparkle in his eyes in 
September, following his marriage to Marianne during 
the summer holidays: our congratulations and best 
wishes to the happy couple.  We also have some 
new Mums on the staff: many congratulations to Mrs 

Sinead McNicholl and her husband Damien on the birth 
of their daughter Cariosa, to Mrs Michelle McGill and 
her husband Jarlath on the birth of their daughter Ava, 
Mrs Ria Carey and her husband Richard on the birth 
of their son Daithai and to Ciara Bean Ni Mhaolain and 
her husband Dan on the birth of their daughter Tara.  

The members of the Loreto staff are a talented team, 
as our current and former students will know.  Among 
the many achievements through the year, Mr Kevin 
Conroy, Mr Emmett Harkin and Mr Peter Loughran 
took part in various marathons and half-marathons, 
while many members of staff are involved in local 
sports clubs as well as coaching school teams.  
Mr Keith Elgin has won numerous awards for his 
photography, at national and international levels - no 
surprise to anyone who saw his magnificent photos 
for this year’s musical, Phantom of the Opera, or 
many other school events over the years.  Mrs Sara 
Cunningham-Bell is preparing sculptures for a major 
exhibition in Belfast during the summer break; at 
Easter, Miss Julie Galbraith spent a week in Lourdes 
as part of the Diocesan Volunteer team.  Mrs Lorraine 
McCool followed up her 2013 Trocaire fact-finding trip 
to Honduras by attending the annual inter-Loreto 
Justice and Peace conference in Kildare in late February.

As the school year draws to a close we have a few 
goodbyes to say.  We wish every success and happiness 
to Mrs Ria Carey in her new post in Dominican College 
Portstewart, and to Miss Kathryn Lyons in her new 
teaching post in Larne Grammar School. 
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Our Heads of School for 2013-2014 were:
 
 Head Girl : Rosanna McAleese
 Head Boy : Conor Anderson
 Deputy Head Girl : Alice McGee
 Deputy Head Boy : Ben Levy
 Sports Captains : Eilis McNamee and Markus Condren
 Deputy Sports Captains : Nicole O’Neill and Patrick Kerr

HEADS OF SCHOOL PRIZEGIVING

TOP CLASS RESULTS 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE A LEVEL STUDENTS

Our Heads of School and Senior Prefects 2013-2014

The class of 2013 A level students 
from Loreto College achieved 
outstanding results, with more 
students than ever achieving top 
grades.  

Of all A Level grades gained by the 
Loreto College Year 14 students of 
2013, over 75% were grade B or 
better. An impressive total of 84% 
of the Year 14 class of 2013 gained 
three or more grade A*- C results at 
A level, with a total of 21 students 
gaining three grade A results or 
better. 100% of students in the 

Year 14 group gained two or more 
A*- E grades, maintaining the high 
standards of previous years. 

The 21 students gaining three 
grade A results or better were:  
Lee Brownlow, Darren Close, Orrin 
Devlin, Norene McBride, Dervla 
McCloskey, Tomas McCloskey, 
Fiona McGrath, Catherine 
McLaughlin, Eilish McLaughlin, 
John McLister, Vincent McMullan, 
Ger Mullan, Oonagh Nugent, Cristin 
O’Kane, Eve O’Loan, Danielle O’Neill, 
Lauren O’Neill, Orla Quigg, Gemma 

Reid, Niall Reid and Clare Tracey. 

Among the top achievers at Loreto 
College was Catherine McLaughlin, 
who gained three A* grades in 
Biology, English Literature 
and History along with an A grade 
in Government and Politics; 
Catherine will now take up a place 
at Christchurch, Oxford to read 
Law. Other outstanding achievers 
were John McLister, who gained 
four A grades in Biology, Chemistry, 
Economics and Mathematics, Ger 
Mullan, who gained A* in Mathematics

along with A grades in Biology, Chemistry
and Spanish, and Clare Tracey, who gained
A* in Economics, as well as A grades in 
Biology, Chemistry and Mathematics.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College, commented that he was 
absolutely delighted with the results 
achieved by the A level students of 2013.  
Mr James commented:

“I would like to congratulate the students 
and their teachers for their hard work and 
commitment throughout the two years and 
I wish all our departing students success 
in their future studies and careers.”

Catherine McLaughlin John McLister, Clare Tracey and Ger Mullan
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LORETO COLLEGE REWARDS Excellence
AT ANNUAL SENIOR PRIZEGIVING

TOP MARKS FOR LORETO COLLEGE GCSE STUDENTS

The Year 12 students of 2012-13 from Loreto College Coleraine had much to celebrate as they received their GCSE 
results on 22nd August.

At Loreto College, 44% of all grades achieved were A* or A, with 77% of all grades achieved B or above.  96% of all 
students obtained 5 or more subjects at grade C or better, including English and Mathematics.

The annual Senior Prizegiving 
was held at Loreto College on 
the evening of Wednesday 18th 
September.  The Prizegiving 
highlights the academic, personal, 
extra-curricular and inter-personal 
successes of the Senior students 
of the College and is a celebration 
and commendation of these 
achievements and qualities.  The 
event was also an opportunity to 
welcome back the Year 14 students 
of 2013, to congratulate them on 
their success and to wish them well 
on their next steps in education, 
training and employment.

Before the Prizegiving began, the 
visitors and guests were treated 
to several outstanding musical 
performances.  Traditional harpists 
Caoimhe Cooke (Year 14) and 
Cariosa O’Harte (Year 11) performed 
in the College Foyer as guests 
arrived, while pianist Ben Levy (Year 
14) provided incidental music in the 
College Hall both before and after 
the Prizegiving ceremony. Leading 
cast members from the College’s 
forthcoming production of Phantom 
of the Opera, Hal McGonigle and 
Sarah-Jayne McGill (both Year 13), 
performed a duet from the musical 
as a taster for the audience of the 
delights in store in October.  Mr 
Stephen Gallagher, Vice Principal, 
paid tribute to all five outstanding 
musicians on behalf of the staff and 
students of the College. 

The guest speaker at the Senior 
Prizegiving was Dr Feargal 
McNicholl. 

A former student of Loreto and 
now a doctor as well as an award-
winning researcher into the role of 
haematology in the treatment of 
leukaemia and other cancers, Dr 
McNicholl spoke fondly and with 
great passion of the happy memories 
he had of his years as a student at 
Loreto.  Dr McNicholl outlined the 
excellence of the education he had 
received at Loreto, whether that 
was in the Science laboratories, 
the English or History rooms or on 
the gaelic football pitches.  He paid 
tribute too to the ethical and moral 
education which he had received at 
Loreto, and which had formed the 
basis of so much of his practice in 
medicine to this day. Dr McNicholl 
emphasised to the current and 
former students of Loreto College 
present at the Prizegiving that the 
principles which underpin Loreto 
education will hold true throughout a 
moral, ethical and diverse career in 
any field, whether that be medicine, 
education, commerce or the law.  
Not only does Loreto College offer 
excellence in every area, whether 
it be academic, sport, music or the 
arts, it also offers a sound foundation 
in the principles upon which an 
ethical society (or workplace) is built.

Thanking Dr McNicholl for his 
inspiring and entertaining speech, 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, said:
  
“I am delighted to welcome you all to 
our Senior Prizegiving as we reflect 
on another eventful and incredibly 
successful year for the College, 
although, again, a year not without 
challenges.

“Education, as with most things, 
does not remain constant. It is 
continuously changing and evolving 
and the challenge for us is to 
maintain the highest standards in 
this changing landscape. And as a 
Loreto school we are firmly rooted in 
the Loreto ethos with our core values 
of LOVE, JOY, SINCERITY, JUSTICE 
and TRUTH. These values of are at 
the core of the Kolkata guidelines 
and promote an education system 
which is inclusive of everyone and 
which prompted our Governors 
several years ago to move away 
from the use of academic selection.
 
“And for the first time, this 
September, we admitted our first 
cohort of students who did not 
have to sit a transfer test. We have 
been planning and preparing for 
this change for some time and 
we are extremely pleased that the 
procedures and structures we have 

Thirty-two students gained 7 A grades 
or better, while 14 gained 9 A grades 
or better.  Five students, gained 10 
A grades or better: Mairead Carey, 
Ciara Dinsmore,  Annie McBride, 
Conal McGinley and Geraldine 
Mellon. Loreto’s top achivers were 
Ciara Dinsmore and Annie McBride, 
each of whom scored a magnificent 
9 A* grades and 1 A grade.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, commented:

“We are extremely pleased with the 
performance of our Year 12 students 

in their GCSE examinations.  
They have maintained the very 
high standards set by previous 
students and this is in no small 
measure due to their hard work 
and dedication.  I would like to 
congratulate the students and 

their teachers and look forward to 
welcoming our students back to the 

school to study A-levels.”
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initiated are working as we had 
anticipated. We are confident that 
this cohort of students will benefit 
from a Loreto education in the same 
way as previous cohorts and we 
wish them all well as they settle in to 
their new surroundings.

“Of course it has not all been plain 
sailing and we have faced challenges 
along the way. Some people 
questioned the wisdom of our 
change, but as the proposed 
changes from Area Based Planning 
and The Post-Primary Review have 
been revealed it is clear that the 
Governors’ decision fits in well with 
the future development of Catholic 
education in the wider Coleraine 
area.

“In 2006 the Commission for 
Catholic Education was established 
to consider the future provision 
of Catholic education across the 
whole of Northern Ireland. Some 
seven years later, following many 
consultations and discussions, 
we now have firm proposals for 
Catholic education in this area. 
These proposals envisage a 
single all ability Catholic school 
in Coleraine led by the Loreto 
Order. Within this proposal there 
is a commitment to this school 
remaining a Loreto school, with 
a Loreto ethos and philosophy 
derived from its foundress Mary 
Ward, sustained by the Loreto 
Order and informed by the Kolkata 
guidelines. We recognise that the 
proposal will necessarily mean 
that we will have to work with 
the other Catholic schools in the 
area to develop this vision and 
this is nothing new - it has been 
happening in recent years through 
the Coleraine Area Learning 
Partnership with pupils from other 
schools accessing some subjects 
in Loreto and vice versa. Inevitably, 
with two Catholic schools already 
in existence in Coleraine there 
have been murmurs of mergers 
and amalgamations but at this 

point there are no proposals for 
such a solution. However, given 
St Joseph’s recent success in 
the examinations and its tradition 
of cross-sectoral provision, there 
can be no doubt that any possible 
venture involving the two schools 
has the potential to produce a 
centre for academic and vocational 
excellence that incorporates 
the strengths of both schools 
and that will create an excellent 
educational provision for all our 
students. Whatever happens we 
can be assured that Loreto College 
Coleraine will be able to manage 
any changes and will continue to 
flourish in the future.

“As a Loreto school we are 
extremely proud of our history, our 
tradition and our achievements 
and these will continue to shape 
our future. We will continue to 
have the same high expectations 
and will encourage our students 
to perform to the best of their 
ability, maintaining high standards 
of uniform and behaviour. We will 
retain and enhance our distinctive 
Loreto ethos, so that it acts as 
the foundation for us to build a 
strong and resolute future.  This is 
largely accomplished through the 
pastoral nature of the school and 
the pastoral structures we have in 
place – the everyday outworking 
of our ethos.  That is where our 
vision translates into reality in the 
multitude of encounters that happen 
daily between staff and pupils.  Put 
simply, we do and will continue to 
do, the very best we can for every 
child who comes in through our 
doors. 

“However, we are not complacent 
and take nothing for granted. We 
know that we will have to work 
hard to continue to provide a first 
class education for any student 
who comes to us; whether they 
aspire to go to University or 
choose to follow a different career 
pathway. Of course, in today’s 

highly competitive world, academic 
achievement remains significant 
and that is why we take time this 
evening to celebrate all the different 
achievements of our students. 
It is very important that we, as a 
community, take time to celebrate 
and take pride in the achievements 
of our students over the last year. 

“I am delighted, once again, by 
our students’ performances in the 
recent public examinations - the 
huge number of students here 
tonight bears testimony to this. 
In recent years our results have 
consistently placed us among the 
top Grammar Schools and in the 
key criteria of 3 or more A levels at 
grades A-C, where the NI grammar 
average was 76.7%, our teachers 
and pupils achieved an excellent 
84.8%. Within these results 39% 
of all grades obtained were A or 
A* and 75% of all grades obtained 
were B or better. At GCSE results 
have continued at a similarly high 
level, with 93.2% of students 
gaining 7+ A*-C grades including 
Maths and English, compared to 
the Northern Ireland Grammar 
average of 90%. 10% of all grades 
gained were A* grades, 44% were 
A grades or better and 77.5% of all 
GCSE grades obtained were grade 
B or better. Individually, at A level, 
Catherine Mc Laughlin gained 3 A*s 
and an A and is now going on to 
Christchurch, Oxford to read Law. 
Ger Mullan and Clare Tracey each 
achieved 3 As and one A*,  with 
John Mc Lister achieving 4 As. At 
GCSE level Annie Mc Bride and 
Ciara Dinsmore both achieved 9 
A*s and 1 A with Rebecca Jayne 
Mc Killen and Geraldine Mellon both 
achieving 7 A*s and 3 As. 

“In last year’s A Level cohort, 
Natalie Costello took first place 
in both A level Economics and 
Geography.  She received the 
NI Consumer Council Award for 
Excellence in Economics as well 
as an Excellence Award from the 

Royal Geographical Society.  James 
McCullagh was placed second 
in A level Economics, whilst at 
GCSE level Markus Condren was 
also placed 2nd in Economics. I 
congratulate all the students and 
their teachers for their hard work 
and dedication. 

“However, school life is not only 
about academic success, it is also 
about developing young people 
and helping them to realise their 
hopes and dreams and developing 
their unique gifts and talents. As 
ever, I am thrilled with our pupils’ 
participation in the whole life of the 
College.  This involvement in all of 
our extracurricular activities brings 
a great richness and diversity to the 
school and it is rewarding for our 
staff to witness the enjoyment and 
friendships our students gain from 
these activities, not to mention the 
numerous successes.

“This year has been particularly 
successful in so many different 
areas. The Y8 boys won the 
NEBBSA Basketball Tournament 
and were runners up at Northern 
Ireland level. The Senior Netball 
Team won the North Eastern 
Education and Library Board 
Senior Championship as well as the 
Coleraine and District League.  The 
Junior and Minor Netball Teams 
were Runners-Up in their respective 
Coleraine and District Leagues 
whilst there was also tremendous 
success when Loreto hosted, and 
won, the annual NEBSSA Year 8 
Netball Tournament. As a result 
of these successes, several pupils 
are now members of the Regional 
Development Squads.  

“In soccer the Y10 Team won the 
Coleraine and District League whilst 
the Y8, Y11 and Y14 teams all 
reached their finals. Oran Barton, 
a Year 11 student, was part of the 
Northern Ireland Football squad 
which contested the U16 Victory 
Shield. Aidan O’Boyle, a Y10 

student, also has the opportunity 
to represent Northern Ireland, this 
time in Karate. As Northern Ireland 
Champion he participates in the 
world Championships later this 
month.

“This year we have had outstanding 
success in Gaelic sports. The Senior 
Camogie team were victorious 
in the final of the Fr Davies’ Cup 
against St Pius, Magherafelt. A 
truly memorable performance and 
a fantastic achievement for all 
concerned. On the strength of this 
and other performances, Megan 
Kerr gained a second all-star award.

“Following the disappointment of 
losing in a final the previous year, 
the Year 10 & 11 Gaelic Football 
team scored a decisive victory in 
the Final of the Nagle Cup, beating 
Aquinas Grammar with a highly 
impressive display in rain-soaked 
and windy conditions.  

“And not to be outdone our Senior 
Hurlers retained the Ulster Shield. 
Following a hard fought campaign, 
they beat Edmund Rice College 
in the final for the second year 
in a row. To hold three Ulster 
titles in one year, one in each of 
these different gaelic disciplines, 
is a significant achievement and 
I congratulate the players and 
their coaches on these fantastic 
successes. 

“With Cross-country witnessing 
a resurgence amongst our junior 
athletes, this year became our 
most successful in recent history. 
Continuing a family tradition, Niamh 
Carr won the Mary McCabe trophy 
with Cathal Kearney winning the 
Y8 Boys’ Shield. At the annual 
NEBSSA Cross Country races we 
won two team and two individual 
titles, with Abigail McBroom and 
Aoife Carr winning their individual 
races. Having taken first place in the 
District event, the Minor Girls went 
on to second place in Ulster and a 

magnificent third place in the All-
Ireland event. Again congratulations 
to all the runners and to Mr Cunning 
their coach. 

“The President’s/ Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards have grown 
significantly, with pupils able to gain 
silver and gold awards in either 
scheme. These Awards provide 
wonderful training in life skills, 
team work and endurance and we 
now have many pupils currently 
completing awards at both silver 
and gold level.  Sorcha O’Hara 
became the school’s first recipient 
of the Silver Level of the President’s 
Award and is currently working on 
her gold gaisce.

“Jack McCann attended UK Youth 
Parliament, representing Northern 
Ireland as speaker. Aine McNamee 
won the local and regional Rotary 
Young Chef of the Year competition 
and represented Northern Ireland 
with distinction at the all Ireland 
Final. In Art & Design Kieran Kelly 
won first place in the Coleraine Art 
Society’s Most Promising Artist 
award scheme with Bronwen Butler 
the runner-up in this competition.

“In March our Drama Department 
was recognised for its contribution 
to the ‘If The Kids Are United’ 
project and four Y13 students 
helped the PSNI produce a 
Community Safety DVD.  At the 
annual Coleraine Festival, Ben Levy 
won an impressive array of awards 
including the overall Senior Festival 
Cup. His brother, Lucas also took 
several awards as well as the overall 
Junior Festival Cup. They were 
among twelve Loreto students who 
took top awards in the festival. Ben 
Levy went on to produce his very 
own show, which performed to sell 
out crowds at the Riverside Theatre 
- Andrew Lloyd-Webber beware!

“The music department was, 
as ever, extremely busy. Our 
traditional musicians were very 
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much in evidence throughout the 
year, whether raising money during 
Trad for Trocaire or playing at the 
all Ireland Fleadh in August. In 
recent years, the timing of modular 
exams hampers the preparation of 
the Senior Choir for competitions 
but both the Carol Service and 
the Spring Concert provide a 
wonderful forum for the choirs, the 
school orchestra and soloists to 
showcase their abundant musical 
talents. The Spring Concert also 
marked the debut of the newly-
formed Loreto Male Voice Choir 
- although for some strange 
reason the more enthusiastic male 
teachers were never informed of 
the rehearsal times. The Junior 
Choir did, however, compete and 
did so very successfully -winning 
the prestigious Bangor Festival. 
They also entertained Christmas 
shoppers in the Diamond Centre 
and Sainsbury’s supermarket. At 
Easter, all of these choirs completed 
a memorable trip to London, 
performing a concert in St Paul’s 
Actors’ Church in Covent Garden. 

“With such a wealth of talent 
on display, we are now looking 
forward to this year’s production 
of ‘Phantom of the Opera’. This 
promises to be another fantastic 
show and some tickets are still 
available from our box office for 
anyone who has not already 
purchased theirs. They are selling 
fast so don’t delay too much longer.
Science Week gives our pupils the 
opportunity to explore and enjoy 
science. As well as many science 
based activities: Y8 classes visited 
the STEM Module; Y9 students 
took part in a Science Masterclass 
and GCSE students of Physics 
and Technology took part in 
a stimulating STEM workshop 
facilitated by the Navy.

“Seachtain na Gaelige offers a 
variety of linguistic and cultural 
events during a week long 
celebration of Irish culture and 

at Christmas all Y8 students 
showcased their creative talents in 
our annual Scor Na Nollag. Four 
Y10 Irish students were runners 
up in the Junior Gael Linn quiz, 
maintaining our recent good 
performances in this competition. 
These successes owe much to 
the students’ participation in the 
residential courses for students 
of Irish, organised annually in the 
Gaeltacht for Y8 and Y9 students.  

“Away from the Gaeltacht, Loreto 
students have travelled far and wide 
in this past year. Thirty Y9 students, 
accompanied by three teachers, 
spent a week in Switzerland learning 
to ski. A group of thirty-eight 
students and four teachers travelled 
to Iceland to explore its spectacular 
geographic features. At the end of 
the summer term, Mrs Mullan & Mr 
Murtagh led a very successful trip to 
Paris. Several Y11 students travelled 
to China as part of the Confucius 
Project and as this project develops 
we are hoping to introduce Chinese 
lessons as part of the curriculum. 
We also welcomed students and 
teachers from Spain who spent 10 
days with some of our sixth form 
students as part of our ongoing 
exchange programme.

“The College hosted its 31st series 
of Trial Interviews, offering Yr14 
students an invaluable experience 
in facing a panel of professionals 
to help them make course and 
career choices. The volunteers 
who support this event are always 
impressed with the standard and 
quality of our students and we are 
always grateful for their involvement. 
All Yr13s complete a week’s work 
experience and again we thank all 
those who support us with this. We 
also embrace the work of Young 
Enterprise NI, The Causeway 
Enterprise Agency, Sentinus and 
UUC by collapsing the timetable 
to deliver important aspects of the 
curriculum from Financial Capability 
to Success Skills. 

“A group of Year 13 entrepreneurs 
formed a mini-company, Midas. 
They established a business plan, 
produced a product and sold it. 
Four Y13 Economics students 
won the regional Bank of England 
Target 2.0 Interest Rate Challenge, 
maintaining our fantastic record in 
this competition. This is the ninth 
time in eleven years that the school 
has won at Northern Ireland level. 
They then went on to the Area Final 
in Manchester where they finished 
third. Once again we congratulate 
our teachers in the Economics 
department for this outstanding 
achievement over a number of 
years.

“The College attaches great 
importance to Education for Mutual 
Understanding, reaching out and 
engaging with other groups and 
institutions across the whole of 
the community.  We are especially 
proud of our links with Sandelford 
Special School, the work of our 
Christian Life Community group, 
our links with the St Vincent de 
Paul and our links with other Loreto 
schools in developing countries. 

“The true test of our education will 
not be the examination successes 
and what we have won and 
achieved, nice as that is. It will 
be how our pupils have grown as 
people and how, in later life, they 
use their talents and abilities to 
help others. And that is why we 
were delighted when twenty-two 
Y14 students gained the Pope 
John Paul II award in recognition of 
their commitment and dedication 
to parish involvement and social 
awareness. Gemma Reid was 
presented with a Millennium 
Volunteer Award for over 200 hours 
of volunteering. Emma O’Kane and 
Shawnee Black spent the summer 
in Cambodia doing voluntary work 
and four Y13 students helped build 
homes with Habitat for Humanity in 
Romania. 

“Closer to home, all our pupils 
contribute greatly in supporting the 
school’s designated charities.  And 
this past year, despite the harsh 
economic climate, our students 
were wonderful in this regard, 
raising well in excess of £20 000. 
My thanks go to Mrs Mc Cool, who 
does a wonderful job coordinating 
these activities. This year she 
travelled to Honduras as a guest 
of Trocaire to observe how the 
money raised would be spent. It is 
easy for us to take for granted all 
the trappings of modern living, but 
by taking time and effort to raise 
money for people less fortunate 
than ourselves we are able to give 
something back and offer help 
where it is most needed.

“None of these activities could 
happen without the support and 
hard work of our staff. Life in school 
seems to be getting more and more 
hectic, with more expectations and 
more challenges. And the wonderful 
thing is, that no matter what the 
new challenge is our staff respond 
magnificently. On your behalf I 
would like to pay tribute to their 
professionalism and dedication. 
Everyday they work to the very best 
of their ability in the interests of 
our students and I know that they 
provide a service which is second 
to none. I feel proud and honoured 
to have them as colleagues and 
as teachers in our school and I 
commend them to you and thank 
them on your behalf. 

“Our support staff also play a vitally 
important role in maintaining the 
quality of services, buildings and 
grounds and I thank them all for the 
wonderful job they do. They really 
are an exceptional team. Thanks 
also to our visiting Priests and the 
Religious Education Department 
for the time and effort they put into 
organising the liturgies, retreats and 
seminars throughout the year. Each 
of these events adds so much to 
our school life.

“On your behalf I would like to thank 
our Governors.  The Governors 
give generously of their time and 
expertise in making the many 
important and often onerous 
decisions in the best interests of the 
College and its students.

“Our school is a living, vibrant 
organisation and, as such, 
encounters all facets of life from 
joy to sadness and all emotions 
in between. Some families in our 
school community have suffered 
bereavement in the past year and 
we extend our sympathy and 
assure them they will remain in our 
thoughts and prayers. Other families 
have had to cope with issues of ill 
health and we wish a full recovery 
to all in this situation. In particular 
our prayers are with Mr Rice, Anna 
McAllister and Lauren Monaghan 
as they receive treatment for very 
serious illnesses. In this regard in 
particular I would like to thank the 
Loreto Community both here in 

Coleraine and further afield. Their 
prayers and support are a constant 
source of strength and their 
presence here is a reminder of our 
Loreto ethos and values. 

“My thanks, also, to you the 
parents, for your continued support. 
The document ‘Every School a 
Good School’ is the yardstick 
by which DENI measures quality 
education. By entrusting your 
children to us, you are clearly 
demonstrating a faith in our capacity 
to provide this quality education. 
This evening’s celebration is proof 
positive that high quality teaching 
and learning occurs within our walls. 
We cannot achieve this without your 
support. Thank you for this.

“And finally to our students: Loreto 
College is your school and you are 
what make it exceptional – I thank 
you for your cooperation, your 
courtesy and your pleasant manner. 
When I look out at you here this 
evening I see the future leaders 
of our society and I feel confident 
that the future is in good hands.  
Each day is full of promise and 
opportunity. I know you will all use 
it well.”

The prizes were presented as 
follows, by guest speaker Dr 
Fearghal McNicholl, by members 
of the Board of Governors and by 
various Heads of Year and Heads 
of Department from the College’s 
teaching staff:

Year 14 Academic Awards

Eimear Anderson Dervla McCloskey Vincent McMullan Lauren O’Neill

Shawnee Black Tomas McCloskey Hannah Millar Orla Quigg

Lee Brownlow Micheala McErlean Ruairi Mooney Dearbhla Rafferty

Darren Close Caoimhe McGowan Ger Mullan Gemma Reid

Orrin Devlin Fiona McGrath Oonagh Nugent Niall Reid

Aoife Kealey Catherine McLaughlin Cristin O’Kane Claire Tracey

Niall Lennon Eilish McLaughlin Emma O’Kane 

Norene McBride Faustina McLaughlin Eve O’Loan 

Conor McCloskey John McLister Danielle O’Neill 
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Year 13 Academic Awards

Christopher Bradley Adam Gellatly Alice McGee Fearghal O’Boyle

Julia Brozozwska Kirstin Ingram Cliodhna McIlvenny Nicole O’Hagan

Bronwen Butler Patrick Kerr Brendan McKillop Sorcha O’Hara

Caoimhe Cooke Edward Lane Eoin McKillop Roisin Parahoo

Peter Devlin Kevin Liken Eilish McNamee Hannah Quinn

Shane Donnelly Rosanna McAleese Ciara Morren Karl Traynor

Niamh Dowdall Patrick McCloskey Niall Mullan 

James Downey Olivia McCullagh Anna Nelis 

Year 12 Academic Awards

Carla Armstrong Ronan Eaton Maria McLaughlin Brega Mullan

Victoria Bell Adam Kwong Hannah McMullan Emma Mullan

Ellen-May Boyle McAree Annie McBride Catherine McNicholl Clodagh O’Kane

Pearse Burns Clodagh McBride Maria McQuillan Shaciara O’Kane

Mairead Carey Ronan McCarry Meabhdh McReynolds Conor O’Neill

Courtney Cox Katie McCullough Ceara Mellon Conor Owens

Sophia Devlin Matthew McGee Geraldine Mellon Simon Purvis

Eimear Dillon Conal McGinley Conor Molloy Claire Rafferty

Frank Dillon Tiarna McGinty Ellen Moloney Caitlin Richarson

Ciara Dinsmore Rebecca Jayne McKillen James Moore Ruairi Sweeney

Year 11 Academic Awards

Conor Boyle Rhianna Gardiner Lauren McNicholl Peter Rogan

Elaine Boyle Ryan Kane Jack O’Doherty Daniel White

Niamh Connolly Thomas Magee Olaoluwatofunmi Owolabi Rachel Wilkinson

Shannon Donaghy Shay McLaughlin Conor Pauling 

Ryan Florida-James Christine McNally Janosch Railton 

Year 11 Diligence Year 11 Progress Year 11 Co-operation & Leadershp

11A James Breslin 11A Daniel Roantree 11A Carla McErlean

11B Sinead McAtamney 11B Sean Doran 11B Christy Laverty

11C Shannon McWilliams 11C Conor McFeely 11C Shannon McMullan

11D Danielle Dempsey 11D Una Mellon 11D John Mullan

11E Rachel Kelly 11E Orla Rafferty 11E Tiarnach Kelly

Year 12 Diligence Year 12 Co-operation and Leadership

12A Victoria Bell 12A Geraldine Mellon

12B Ellen-May Boyle McAree 12B Courtney Cox

12C Shaciara O’Kane 12C Eimear Dillon

12D Caolan O’Neill 12D Evan Wall

12E Emma Mullan 12E Tiarna McGinty

Other Awards

1 The Patricia McDermott Memorial Trophy for achievement in GCSE English:   Rebecca Jayne McKillen

2 The Macaulay, O’Neill & Martin Perpetual Cup for achievement in GCSE Mathematics:   Pearse Burns

3 The BKS Perpetual Trophy for contribution to A Level Geography:   Danielle O’Neill

4 The AVX Computer Awards for achievement in ICT: A Level Darren Close

  GCSE Tiarna McGinty

5 The Stanleigh Cup for achievement in Music:   Lauren O’Neill

6 The McGeown Cup for outstanding achievement in A-Level Economics:   Aoife Kealey

7 The Ryan McCloskey Memorial Cup for most improved student in Economics:   Clodagh Connolly

8 The N & N Trophies’ Cup for achievement in A-Level Art and Design:   John Giron

9 Corn Bhrugha for achievement in Irish at A-Level:   Eimear Anderson

10 The Michael Clarke Memorial Cup for achievement in Drama presented by Yr14 students 2002-2003: 

Leanne McNally

11 The Bank of Ireland Trophy for achievement in A Level Home Economics:   Olivia McLaughlin   

12 The Northern Bank Award for achievement in A-Level Physics:   Tomas McCloskey, Eve O’Loan

 The following awards are for outstanding achievement in individual subjects:

13 The Physical Sciences Award:   Lee Brownlow

14 A-Level Chemistry:   Lee Brownlow

15 A-Level Biology:   Catherine McLaughlin

16 A-Level Government and Politics:   Catherine McLaughlin

17 A-Level History:   Oonagh Nugent

18 A-Level Religious Education:   Niall Lennon

19 A-Level Mathematics:   Ger Mullan

20 A-Level English Language:   Eilish McLaughlin

21 A-Level English Literature:   Eilish McLaughlin

22 A-Level Spanish:   Ger Mullan

23 A-Level French:   Gemma Reid

24 A-Level Design and Technology:   Thomas McMullan

25 Sports Captains 2012-2013:   Cristin O’Kane, Liam McGoldrick

26 Sports Person of the Year, recipient of the Louise McLaughlin Trophy for outstanding contribution to Sporting  

 Life of the College:   Cristin O’Kane  

27 The Mother Rose Cup for best Female Athlete in Yr 11:   Shannon McWilliams

28 Award for best Male Athlete in Yr11:   Thomas Magee 

29 Award for outstanding achievement representing the College in sport at National Level:   Megan Kerr, Oran Barton

30 Nolan Cup Player of the Year:   Liam McGoldrick

31 Award for the best article in school magazine:   Caoimhe Cooke  

32 For Full Attendance in 2012 - 2013 academic year:  

 Niamh Connolly Janosch Railton Annie McBride Brendan McKillop

 Danielle Dempsey Thomas Bacon Joseph McNerlin Eoin McKillop

 Shannon Donaghy Cillian Butler Ceara Mellon John Giron

 Siofra Gillan Daniel Connolly Brega Mullan Tomas McCloskey

 James Gillen Eimear Dillon Claire Rafferty Sean McKendry

 Rachel Kelly Joshua Dinsmore Christopher Bradley Thomas McMullan

 Saachi Khullar Roisin Dooley-Nealis Patrick Jackson Vincent McMullan

 Jack O’Doherty Paul Eakin Ben Levy Aaron McReynolds

 Olaoluwatofunmi Owolabi Adam Kwong Kevin Liken Danielle O’Neill

 Conor Pauling Lucas Levy Ciaran Logue
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Senior Prefects 2012-2013

Eimear Anderson Laura McIntyre Justyna Payak Tomas McCloskey

Clodagh Connolly Olivia McLaughlin Dearbhla Rafferty Liam McGoldrick

Erin Doherty Ciara McMacken Clare Tracey Sean McKendry

Sinead Hardy Niamh Meehan Aidan Carlin Kevin McMahon

Nicole Jenkins Hannah Millar Ronan Cunning Thomas McMullan

Aoife Kealey Oonagh Nugent Liam Gerrard Vincent McMullan

Nadine Kearns Aisling O’Kane John Giron Ruairi Mooney

Megan Kerr Cristin O’Kane William Lane Ger Mullan

Norene McBride Emma O’Kane Jack McCann Shane Phillips

Micheala McErlean Eve O’Loan Thomas McCann Conor Taylor

Caoimhe McGowan Danielle O’Neill Conor McCloskey 

Fiona McGrath Lauren O’Neill Dean McCloskey 

Special Awards

 The Teresa Ball Trophy for Commitment and Spirit : John Giron, Clare Tracey

 The Kathleen Toner Memorial Cup : Lauren O’Neill

 The Ciara McLaughlin Memorial Cup : Gemma Reid 

 For outstanding contribution to the Loreto Ethos in GCSE years : Maria McLaughlin, Claire Rafferty

 For outstanding contribution to the Loreto Ethos in A Level years : Niall Reid

Head Boy Niall Reid Deputy Head Boy John McLister

Head Girl Aileen McAlister Deputy Head Girl Catherine McLaughlin

The evening concluded with speeches of thanks and reminiscence from the 2012-2013 Head Boy, Niall Reid, and 
Head Girl, Aileen McAlister.  Niall and Aileen talked fondly of their seven years at Loreto College and of their sadness 
at leaving Loreto.  They each spoke in an inspirational way to wish their classmates luck as the world of higher 
education and employment opened up before them.  

A gift was presented to Dr Feargal McNicholl in appreciation of his role as guest speaker at the Prizegiving by the 
current Head Boy and Head Girl of Loreto College, Conor Anderson and Rosanna McAleese, before the evening 
concluded with supper in the College canteen.

Winners of Year 14 Academic Awards with Dr Feargal McNicholl and Mr Michael James

Winners of Year 13 Academic Awards with Mr Michael James
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Winners of Year 12 Academic Awards with Mr Michael James

Winners of Year 11 Academic Awards with Mr Michael James

Winners of Special Awards with Dr Feargal McNicholl and Mr Michael James

Winners of Year 11 and Year 12 Co-operation and Leadership Awards with Mr Michael James
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Winners of Year 11 and Year 12 Diligence Awards with Mr Michael James

Winners of Year 11 Progress Awards with Mr Michael James

Niall Reid and Aileen McAlister, 2012-2013 Head Boy and Head Girl

EXAMINATION Accolade  FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Four students from Loreto College were recognised 
among the very top students achieving A* grades in 
the 2013 CCEA GCSE and GCE A level examinations. 

 
At A level, Danielle O’Neill 
was placed second in 
CCEA’s A level Geography 
qualification.  Danielle has 
now completed her studies 
at Loreto and has begun 
university, having taken A 
levels in Biology, Geography 
and Spanish.

At GCSE, the Loreto College 
Economics department 

scored a remarkable hat-trick of successes, with 
Loreto students being placed first, second and 
third in CCEA GCSE Economics.  In first place was 
Ronan McCarry, who is now continuing his studies 
at Loreto, taking Economics, Mathematics, Physics 
and Religious Education.  in second place was 
Joseph McNerlin, who is studying Economics, History, 
Government & Politics and Spanish at AS level.  In 
third place was Brega Mullan, who has gone on to 

study Biology, Chemistry, Economics and Geography 
at AS level.

Mr Michael James, College Principal, congratulated all 
four students, along with their teachers, Miss E Curry, 
Mrs M McGreevy and Miss K Gauld (Geography), and 
Mr G McGouran and Mrs S Mellon (Economics) on 
these wonderful achievements, on behalf of all the 
staff and students of the College.
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In early January, a final year student at Loreto College was offered a place at the 
University of Cambridge, following a rigorous examination and interview procedure.

Patrick McCloskey was offered a place at King’s College Cambridge to read 
Law.  Modest about his success, Patrick was delighted to be offered such 
a great academic opportunity, and to learn that he had impressed the 
selection panels he faced at interview in December.  Patrick is currently a 
Senior Prefect at Loreto College, and is studying English Literature, History 
and Politics for A level, having also taken Economics as an AS level in Year 
13. He holds an outstanding academic record, and has also contributed 
generously to the extra-curricular life of the College throughout his time at 

Loreto College, and previously at Termoncanice Primary School.  
 

Patrick was congratulated on this outstanding achievement by Mr Michael 
James, College Principal, on behalf of all the staff and students of Loreto College.

CAMBRIDGE Success STORY FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

MERIT AWARDS: BRONZE, SILVER AND GOLD

BRONZE AND SILVER: JANUARY

The year’s first Merit Assembly was held on Tuesday 
12th November to reward the students in Years 8-10 
who had already gained sufficient Merit awards to 
attain their Bronze certificate. 
 
Mr Michael James, College Principal, paid tribute to 
the students who had received their Bronze Merit 

BRONZE AWARDS: NOVEMBER

Award, saying that undoubtedly the patterns of hard 
work and excellent behaviour would now translate into 
impressive results in the Christmas examinations.  Mrs 
Maeve Close, co-ordinator of the Merit Award system 
at Loreto College, added that it was encouraging to 
see so many members of the Junior School receiving 
a Bronze Award so early in the academic year.

Merit Awards were presented to students from Years 
8-10 at several special Assemblies through the course 
of the year.  The Merit Award rewards consistently 
excellent classwork, homework and conduct.  

Certificates are presented at three levels, Bronze, 
Silver and Gold, and students collect nomination 
stamps on a regular basis from their subject teachers.

FEBRUARY MERITS: SILVER AND BRONZE

The year’s next Merit Assembly was held on Thursday 
16th January to reward the students in Years 8-10 
who have already gained sufficient Merit awards 
to attain their Bronze or Silver certificate.  Over 90 
students received Bronze merit awards.  In Year 
9, Sian Donaghy, Fionnuala Keane and Susan 
McKendry, along with Lauren Quinn of Year 8, 
received Silver merit awards.  

Mr Michael James, College Principal, paid tribute to 
the students who had received their Bronze or Silver 
Merit Award, while Mrs Maeve Close, co-ordinator of 
the Merit Award system at Loreto College, added that 
it was encouraging to see so many members of the 
Junior School receiving these Awards in recognition of 
consistently excellent work and conduct.

Further Bronze and Silver Merit Award certificates 
were presented to students from Years 8-10 at Loreto 
College Coleraine at a Merit Assembly on Thursday 
13th February. Of a total of 125 Merit Awards given out 
at this Assembly, 25 Certificates were Silver Awards.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to the students who had received their Bronze 
or Silver Merit Award, saying that undoubtedly the 
patterns of hard work and excellent behaviour would 
now translate into impressive results in the Mid-Term 
assessments.  
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BRONZE SILVER AND GOLD AWARDS AT MARCH MERIT ASSEMBLY

Bronze and Silver and Gold Merit Award certificates 
were presented at a special Merit Assembly on 
Thursday 20th March. Of a total of 84 Merit Awards 
given out at this Assembly, 48 Certificates were 
Silver Awards. The first Gold certificate of the school 
year was presented to Sian Donaghy of Year 9: an 
outstanding achievement so early in the year.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to the students who had received their Merit 

Awards, saying that undoubtedly the patterns of hard 
work and excellent behaviour would now translate into 
impressive results in the Easter assessments.  Mrs 
Maeve Close, co-ordinator of the Merit Award system 
at Loreto College, added that it was encouraging to 
see so many members of the Junior School receiving 
these Awards in recognition of consistently excellent 
work and conduct.

Loreto College Year 10 students who received Silver Merit Awards, with Mr Michael James, College Principal

Year 8 students 
from Loreto College who 

received Silver Merit awards, with 
College Principal Mr Michael James 
and Mr Liam Shaw, Head of Year 8

Year 9 students 
from Loreto College who 

received Silver Merit Awards, with 
Mr Michael James, College Principal 

and Mrs Katrina Brolly, 
Head of Year 9

Sian Donaghy, Year 9,
is congratulated by 
College Principal 

Mr Michael James,
on receiving her

Gold Merit Award
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Our new Heads of School were announced on Friday 
14th March, following a rigorous process of application 
and interview, and following voting by Year 13 students 
and staff.

HEADS OF SCHOOL 2014-2015

The following appointments were made:

HEAD BOY Conor O’Neill
HEAD GIRL Rebecca Jayne McKillen
DEPUTY HEAD BOY Hal McGonigle
DEPUTY HEAD GIRL Maria McLaughlin

All four outstanding students were wished every success and happiness in their positions as student leaders by 
Mr James on behalf of all the staff and students of Loreto College.

Rebecca McKillen and Conor O’Neill have been 
chosen as the Head Girl and Head Boy for the school 
year beginning September 2014. Both, naturally, were 
incredibly delighted to hear about being appointed as 
the new Heads of School and still seemed to slightly 
startled by it. Conor believed it easily could’ve been 
one of his worst days, but after being told the news 
his “heart stopped,” and he “was on top of the world”.  
Rebecca revealed, “it will take a while to get used to,” 
and that she considered it an honour to be elected. 

INTERVIEW WITH 2014-15 HEADS OF SCHOOL

Conor and Rebecca recognise that a sense of 
responsibility has already been instilled in them, a very 
positive one. Conor referred to the first week after 
being appointed as the “honeymoon period,” and that 
he spent time reflecting on why he got the position, 
but after that is when he began to acknowledge the 
pastoral element of his role and started to feel the 
weight on his shoulders. Likewise, Rebecca believes 
the “the responsibility is irrefutable”  and that, while 
the tasks now and in the future may be daunting, 

they are great experiences that shouldn’t diminish her 
positive approach to school life.

Both were incredibly enthusiastic about their new 
position, both a difficult and demanding role no doubt, 
but the pair seemed to be ready for the challenges 
ahead. Conor maintains that while it is very difficult to 
organise both work, school and one’s own personal 
life, it is very important to stay “one step ahead” and 
to keep on top of it all, otherwise it will be impossible 
to manage everything. Similarly, Rebecca said it is 
about balance and “with solid planning and good 
team work” she, Conor and the team of Senior 
Prefects will be able to keep in control of any duties 
that the team will have to undertake, as well as their 
schoolwork. 

The two expressed their joy about the selection of 
the Head Team and the Senior Prefects, with Conor 
stating he is very pleased with the group of students 
chosen, that they are all “dedicated, organised and 
set straight,” and are ideal examples of a Loreto 
Student. He also accepted that there is a very big 
legacy to live up to, but the new team seems very 
promising so far. Rebecca welcomed the “army” of 
Senior Prefects and argues, “the roles they play are 
undoubtedly crucial to our efficiency as a student 
body.”

In the future, Conor wishes to see more effort being 
put into cross-community relations between schools 
in Coleraine, whether it simply be a football or netball 
match, and said his experience with Ulster Project 
Delaware, a programme which allows eighteen 
Catholic and Protestant teenagers to visit the US 
City of Delaware, and the friendships that he formed 
through this, is what gives him a great zeal for 
this issue. He said, “There are fifty-two weeks in a 
year, and only one is dedicated to Christian unity.” 
However, Rebecca placed emphasis on unity within 
the School itself, and wants to “encourage more 
activities as a whole year group”, as she believes 
spending time not only with your close friends, but 
your entire year group, is key to enjoying your time at 
school. The Junior School is an important part of this 
idea, and Rebecca feels that tighter links with Junior 
students should be sought. Lastly, Rebecca wishes 
for a reduction in the size of the Sixth Form classes, 
stating “having a good relationship with your form 
teacher is invaluable,” because at time when you are 
deciding your future, advice and a second opinion 
is a necessity, and “that being in a huge class is not 
conducive to this.”
 
I wish them well and hope they succeed in the 
endeavours they decide to engage in in the future.

Rory McCormick Year 13

MERIT AWARDS DISTRIBUTED AT LORETO COLLEGE ASSEMBLY

Bronze and Silver and Gold Merit Award certificates 

were presented to students from Years 8-10 at a 

special Merit Assembly on Thursday 8th May.  Of a 

total of 108 Merit Awards given out, 14 Certificates 

were Gold Awards, 81 Certificates were Silver Awards 

and 13 were Bronze Awards. 

Mr Michael James, College Principal, paid tribute to 

the students who had received their Merit Awards, 

saying that undoubtedly the patterns of hard work 

and excellent behaviour would now translate into 

impressive results in the Summer examinations.  

Mrs Maeve Close, co-ordinator of the Merit Award 

system, added that it was encouraging to see so 

many members of the Junior School receiving these 

Awards in recognition of consistently excellent work 

and conduct.
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Throughout the academic year, 
students from Years 8-10 at Loreto 
College have worked hard to win 
rewards through the Bronze, Silver 
and Gold Merit Award scheme. 
On Friday 13th June, just over 100 
students who had received their 
Gold Merit Award were rewarded 
with a day out: the students watched 
a film at the Portrush Playhouse, 
then enjoyed lunch at McDonald’s.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to the 
students who had received their 
Gold, Silver and Bronze Merit 
Awards, saying that undoubtedly 
the patterns of hard work and 
excellent behaviour would be 
something to continue in their 
new year groups from September. 
Mrs Maeve Close, co-ordinator 
of the Merit Award system at 

Loreto College, added that it 
was encouraging to see so many 
members of the Junior School 
receiving a Gold Award as the 
academic year drew to a close.

The photos on the next page show 
the Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 
students who went on the 
Merit Award Trip.

MERIT AWARD Trip  FOR LORETO COLLEGE GOLD WINNERS

Bronze and Silver and Gold Merit 
Award certificates were presented 
to students from Years 8-10 at 
Loreto College Coleraine at the 
final special Merit Assembly of the 
academic year, at the end of June. 
 
 Of a total of 140 certificates 
presented, 65 were Gold Awards 

MERIT AWARDS – JUNE 2014

and 75 were Silver Awards. 

Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, paid tribute to the 
students who had received their 
Merit Awards, urging them to 
continue their patterns of hard 
work and excellent behaviour 
into their new classes and year 

groups in September. Mrs Maeve 
Close, co-ordinator of the Merit 
Award system, added that it 
had been encouraging to see 
so many members of the Junior 
School receiving these Awards in 
recognition of consistently excellent 
work and conduct throughout the 
year.
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The annual Junior Prizegiving was 
held at Loreto College on Friday 
20th June, as the academic year 
drew towards its conclusion. The 
Prizegiving highlights the academic, 
personal, extra-curricular and inter-
personal successes of the Year 
8-10 students of the College and is 
a celebration and commendation of 
these achievements and qualities. 
 
Welcoming the Year 8-10 
students and their teachers to the 
Prizegiving, Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, said:

“I am delighted to welcome you 
all to our Junior Prize-giving at 
the end of another very busy and 
eventful year for the College. This 
year draws to a close with new and 
exciting challenges ahead. I am sure 
many of you will have read stories 
in the press or heard relatives 
discussing the proposed changes 
for education in the wider Coleraine 
area, with the proposed closure 
of St Joseph’s, and Dominican 
College signalling its intent to move 
away from academic selection. For 
you and your parents, no doubt, 
these proposed changes have 
raised questions and created a 
level of anxiety and uncertainty. 
Certainly, Loreto College is not 
immune to these changes and will 
have to make changes of its own 
to continue as the leading school 
in the area. Having already made 
the move away from academic 
selection, the change proposed 
for Loreto is an expansion of its 
numbers. This is a very positive 
endorsement of the school and the 
quality of education it provides. It 
is also the outworking of our move 
away from academic selection with 
the increased enrolment of the 
college allowing us to provide a 
broader curriculum offer, designed 
to meet the needs of all students, 
focusing on educating the individual 
and allowing each person to 

JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING REWARDS Excellence AT LORETO COLLEGE

achieve excellence according to 
their own standards.

“Loreto education emphasises 
the importance of the quality of 
relationships within and beyond 
the school and we seek to develop 
relationships as the foundation of 
our educational endeavours.  These 
relationships should be responsible, 
affirming, open, transparent, 
compassionate, trusting, and able 
to accept and offer challenge. 
Loreto education is value driven and 
as a Loreto school the values of 
LOVE, JOY, SINCERITY, JUSTICE 
and TRUTH are at the core of 
everything we do. Next year we 
celebrate the 85th anniversary of 
Loreto College in Coleraine and, 
although the Loreto sisters are no 
longer physically within the convent 
house, they remain our inspiration 
educationally. We are very proud of 
our inheritance, but we also have 
a strong conviction that our Loreto 
identity is not something static that 
is locked in the past or in bricks and 
mortar. It is a dynamic reality that 
requires us to respond creatively to 
the changing needs of the time. 

“Change can be unsettling and in 
the midst of all these proposed 
changes the challenge for us is 
to focus on you, the pupils and 
on the teaching and learning that 
goes on in the classroom, the 
focus for all that we do in school. 
So how do the recent proposals 
affect you as students in Loreto? 
Well in many ways there will be 
little impact for you our current 
pupils. Any changes will evolve 
and develop in a structured and a 
planned way - the Loreto way. We 
will build on what we know is good 
and retain our very high standards. 
Your teachers will still have the 
same high expectations for your 
academic performances; for your 
uniform and for your behaviour. 
Our distinctive ethos is grounded 

in our history and tradition as a 
Loreto school and we are thankful 
that the current proposals seek to 
preserve and maintain this ethos 
by developing our school as the 
single Catholic post-primary school 
in Coleraine.  However, it would 
be foolish and complacent to take 
this for granted and so the school 
has been planning and preparing 
for the last number of years. That 
is why this year we complete our 
first year with a Y8 intake who were 
not academically selected. And as I 
look out at this cohort of students, 
I know that they are truly Loreto 
students, sharing in our values and 
ethos.

“As we move forward, I have 
every confidence that we can 
rise to the challenges, seize the 
opportunities that change presents 
and continue to offer a wide variety 
of opportunities and a first class 
education to all the pupils who 
come to us and we will continue to 
do so within the ethos and value 
system that has inspired countless 
generations of Loreto students.
 
“Of course academic achievement 
will still have great importance and 
that is why we take time today 
to celebrate the achievements 
of students who have excelled in 
some way in this current academic 
year. It is very important that you, 
the pupils, have this opportunity 
to celebrate and take pride in 
the achievements of the school, 
your school, over the last year. 
I congratulate you all for your 
diligence and hard work throughout 
the year and in preparation for the 
summer examinations.  If we all try 
to do the best we can and if we do 
the simple things well, then we can 
all achieve to the best of our ability.  

“However, school life is about 
much more than academic 
achievements, important as they 

are. It is also about developing 
you as young people and helping 
you to realise your hopes and 
your dreams.  I am delighted with 
your participation in the life of the 
College.  Your participation in all of 
our extracurricular activities brings 
a great richness and diversity to 
the school, not to mention the 
numerous successes.  This year, 
again, has been hugely successful 
in a range of areas. Who can forget 
the fantastic sell-out performances 
of Phantom of the Opera or the 
wonderful musical and singing 
talents on display at the Christmas 
and Spring Concerts? Then there 
were the heroic efforts of the Junior 
Cross-country teams who won 
at District, Ulster and All-Ireland 
levels, with the junior girls’ team 
becoming All Ireland Champions 
and Abigail Mc Broom going on to 
represent Ireland. Many of these 
runners went on to win medals 
in the NEBBSA athletics finals. 
Chloe Hope in Y9 became a world 
Kick-box Champion, whilst Emma 
Mullan in Y10 gained a black belt in 
Karate. We have also had success 
in Gaelic games, gaining another 
Ulster title when the junior hurlers 
won the Brother Mallon cup. We 
gained NEBBSA Basketball and 
Netball titles at minor levels as well 
as participating in many different 
competitions. With so many 
successes over so many different 
sports it is not surprising that we 
were named School of the Year in 
the annual Sports Awards evening.

“I know that this school year is 
coming to an end, but I would 
encourage all of you to get involved 
next year in some of the many extra 
curricular activities that the school 
provides every day of every week.  
You will have an opportunity to 
make new friends, travel to different 
places, learn to be a team member 
and grow in confidence and self-
belief.

“In the future, however, the true test 
of your education in this school will 

not be your examination certificates 
or what you have won and 
achieved. It will be how you have 
grown and developed as a person 
and how you use your talents and 
abilities to help others.  One of the 
ways in which all of you contribute 
to this in school is your generosity in 
supporting the school’s designated 
charities and by contributing to our 
charities you are, in a small way, 
supporting those less fortunate 
than yourselves.  This year we have 
raised money for many charities, 
including Trocaire, Action MS, 
Praxis as well as our own Loreto 
missions. To date you have raised 
£17326.21 and I congratulate you 
on such a wonderful total.

“Every school year brings its 
challenges, its highs and lows. Each 
day in assembly we continue to 
pray for staff and pupils as well as 
our extended family and friends who 
are seriously ill and we continue to 
wish them well. We remember the 
loss of family members and friends 
and again we hold them in our 
thoughts and prayers.

On your behalf I would like to pay 
tribute to the professionalism and 
dedication of the teaching staff. 
There can be no finer body of 
teachers in any school. Every day 
they go the extra mile and push 
the boundaries in the interests 
of you, the students. I feel proud 
and honoured to have them as 
colleagues and as friends. I am 
confident that they provide a level of 
service that is truly outstanding and 
I commend them to you and thank 
them on your behalf. Thanks also to 
our visiting Priests and the Religious 
Education Department for the time 
and effort they put into organising 
the liturgies, retreats and seminars 
throughout the year. In particular 
I would highlight the recent mass 
celebrating the contribution of the 
Loreto Sisters. As a whole school 
we provided them with wonderful 
memories as they bade farewell to 
the Convent House.

“Our support staff also play a vitally 
important role, working quietly 
in the background to maintain 
the quality of services, buildings 
and grounds.  My thanks to Mrs 
McDonnell, the Librarian; Mrs 
West our Senior Study Supervisor, 
Mr Lynn, the Bursar and Mrs 
McGuckian, the Bursar’s assistant; 
Mrs Dougan, my own secretary; 
Miss Stewart, Office Manager; 
Mr Otterson, Senior Technician 
on behalf of all the technicians; 
Mrs Johnston on behalf of all the 
Classroom Assistants; Mr Weir our 
Caretaker; Mr Turner, Groundsman 
and Miss McCann, Head Cook on 
behalf of all the canteen staff.  My 
thanks also to our Governors.  The 
Governors give generously of their 
time and expertise in making the 
many important and often onerous 
decisions in the best interests of the 
College and its students.

“My thanks, as always, to the 
Loreto Community both here in 
Coleraine and further afield. Their 
prayers and support this year and 
every year are a valuable source 
of strength and we look forward 
to their continued presence in the 
school in the future.

“Finally my thanks to you, the 
pupils, for your cooperation 
throughout the year. This is your 
school and you are what make 
it so wonderful – I cannot thank 
you enough for your courtesy and 
pleasant manner. You are the 
future of our society and whether 
or not you have gained an award 
here today, you are all important 
members of our school and we 
greatly appreciate your own special 
talents and qualities. Thank you all 
for making our school so special.”

The prizes were distributed as 
follows, and were presented by 
Mr James, the Heads of Year 8, 9 
and 10, Mr Shaw, Mrs McGill and 
Mrs McCambridge, and by various 
Heads of Department.
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ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
Emmet Richardson Sian Donaghy Molly Brennan
Cara McTaggart Cabrina Farren Anna Morrison
Ellen Mulholland Jason Moore Eva McGrath-Olivan
Dennis Bondarenko Sylvia Smyth Aoife Kelly
Gabrielle Boorman Fionnuala Keane Dominic Bradley
Erin Donaghy Eve Gardiner Roisin McMorrough
Dearbhla Ni Choisneachain Donal Close Sarah Moore
Maria Roantree Caite Passmore Shannon O’Kane
Erin McReynolds David Brussard Shauna Kelly
Orla Mullan Susan McKendry Finn Lestas

YEAR 10 LORETO JUNIOR CERTIFICATE
This certificate is awarded to all Yr10 pupils in recognition of their academic performance, application and diligence.

PROGRESS AWARD

Year 8 Progress Year 9 Progress Year 10 Progress
Darach Clyde Shannon Campbell Callum Biggart
Luke Farren Matthew Catterson Cahir Boyle
Eoghan Gormley Alisha Convery Maeve Burns
Conor Kearney Catherine Daly Alana Crowe
Clare Kelly Thomas Doran Piers Curran
Erin Kelly Eve Gardiner Niamh Doherty
Sarah Lundy Conor Kelly John Martin
Aine Mailey Mark Logue Grace McAlinden
Megan McGilligan Saoirse McAuley Emma McLaughlin
Joseph McIntyre Shauna McGonigle Maria Quinn
Delaney McLaughlin Courtney McKeague Krzysztof Silakowski
Martine O’Connor Jonathan Meehan
Kristian O’Hale Aaron Myers
Claire White Adam Purvis
Magda Zaruska

PRIZES FOR DILIGENCE

8A Joseph McIntyre 9A Yasmin Peacock 10A Aimee Tweed
8B Liffey Kelly 9B Orlagh McCloskey 10B Aoibhinn Scott
8C Maeve Kerr 9C Meave Hegarty 10C Matthew Connolly
8D Katie Lafferty 9D Serena Corbett 10D James McReynolds
8E Cathal Bradley 9E Nora McIlvenny 10E Niamh McAtamney

POLITENESS

8A Callum Rainey 9A Ben Culleton 10A Eoin Doherty
8B Aine Quigley 9B Conor Olphert 10B Callum Johnston
8C Daria Brzuchalska 9C Riona Lafferty 10C Sarah Kelly
8D Eoin Kelly 9D Hannah Rafferty 10D Cara Henry
8E Lauren Quinn 9E Carmen Owens  10E Sean McKeever

BEING WELL ORGANISED

8A Megan McGilligan 9A Niamh Carr 10A Oisin O’Harte
8B Mateusz Pajak 9B Megan O’Kane 10B Casey Black
8C Luke McNicholl 9C Cassie McGilligan 10C Blanaid Kealey
8D Caitlin McKay 9D Sean Roddy 10D Aimee Ingram
8E Bronagh McCann 9E Klaudia Silakowska 10E Abbey Murray

GOOD STANDARD OF UNIFORM

8A Donal O’Kane 9A Owen Brolly 10A Shakeera Nazeer
8B Niamh Duncan 9B Adam Glenn 10B Kristian Hoy
8C Aoife Crawley 9C Nuala McCullagh 10C Ciaran O’Kane
8D Isaac Berrisford 9D Reece Benson 10D Aaron Christie
8E Peadar O’Hoisin 9E Oran Somers 10E Caitlin Ferris

CONCERN FOR OTHERS

8A Kate Doherty 9A Oliwia Rakowska 10A Oonagh McAlister
8B Nadia Brzozowska 9B Aoibheann McCloskey 10B Joy McFerran
8C Keeva Smith 9C Kate Nelis 10C Elizabeth White
8D Aidan McFerran 9D Kirstie Brown 10D Caoimhe Kelly
8E Orla Mullan 9E Michael Carlin 10E Jordan Thompson

POSITIVE ATTITUDE

8A Niamh Granleese 9A Orlaith McCarry 10A Naomi O’Hale
8B Anna McDowell 9B Ellen Ferris 10B Eamon McLaughlin
8C Keelan McAllister 9C Emer Kelly 10C Sean Doherty
8D Tiarna Gillan 9D Oliver Clyde 10D Nicole Williams
8E Sarah McAllister 9E Aida Nemeth 10E Pearse Donaghy

100% ATTENDANCE

YEAR 8
Savannah Corbett Annie Levy Keeva Smith
Gemma Fraser Kalem Pritchard

YEAR 9
Anthony Christopher Sian Donaghy Conor McGill Conor O’Kane
Serena Corbett Finn McEwan Susan McKendry Megan O’Kane

YEAR 10
Matthew Connolly Shauna Kelly Oisin O’Harte Benjamin White
Callum Johnston Joseph Mulholland Riona Pauling  

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

Top Ten Readers in Year 8 (Based on books borrowed from the Library)
Holly Boyd Erin Kelly Annie Levy Aine Quigley
Nadia Brzozowska Liffey Kelly Cara McTaggart
Dearbhla Ni Choisneachain Maeve Kerr Orla Mullan

Outstanding Achievement in Public Speaking: Rebecca Dillon 10B 
Le Prix Francais:   Nicole Kelly 10A
Best Contribution to School Magazine:   Flynn Faith-Crothers 10B
Shakespeare Prize for Best Essay on Shakespeare in Year 10: Eva McGrath-Olivan, 10E, Molly Brennan 10B
Young Artist & Designer:  Milena Mroz 10B
Gael Õg na Bliana:  Anna Morrison 10E   
El Premio de Espanol:   Nicole Kelly 10A
Religious Education Awards:  Ciaran O’Kane 8C, Kaleigh Colson-Rice 9D, Aoibhinn Scott 10B
Year 8 ICT: Savannah Corbett  8C
Year 9 ICT: Catherine Daly 9A
Best in KS3 Science:   Molly Brennan 10B
Top Year 8 Geography Investigations:  Female:  Aoife Crawley 8C    Male: Ruairaidh Kelly 8E
Top Year 9 Geography Investigations:  Female:  Sian Donaghy 9A    Male: Jason Moore 9A 
Top Junior Geographer Award: Molly Brennan 10B
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Drama Awards: Year 8: Best male, Aidan McFerran, Best female, Anna McDowell
 Year 9: Best male, Adam Purvis, Best female, Oonagh Rafferty
 Year 10: Best male, Pearse Donaghy, Best female, Rebecca Dillon

Junior Mathematics Challenge - Best in School:  Conor O’Kane 9E  
5 Star Athletes: Year 9: Callum Boorman 9D, Daniel Burns 9A, Finlay Hutchinson 9A, Cathal Kearney 9E, 
                  Conor Kelly 9D, Conor Moore 9A, Conor O’Kane 9E, Josh Saban 9A, Owen Tsang 9D
 Year 10: Cahir Boyle 10E, Oisin Brennan 10B, Fearghal Close 10C, Adam Kerr 10B, Abigail  
  McBroom 10E, Aidan McGonigle 10A, Anna Morrison 10E, Shakeera Nazeer 10A

Athlete of the Year: Year 8: Odhran McLarnon 8A, Chloe Mullan 8E 
Athlete of the Year: Year 9: Daniel Burns 9A, Niamh Carr 9A 
Athlete of the Year: Year 10: Cahir Boyle 10E, Anna Morrison 10E 
Swimmer of the Year - Year 8: Anna O’Kane 8A, Oliver Keys 8B
Team Successes 2014: Junior Cross Country, Year 9 Netball, Junior Hurling Team - Mallon Cup Winners 
Contribution to Sporting Life of College at KS3:  Niamh Boorman 10E, Adam Kerr 10B
Representing the College in Sport at National Level:  Abigail McBroom 10E

SPECIAL AWARDS:

Generosity and Commitment: Finn Lestas 10D 
Perseverance: Adam Taylor, Lauren Monaghan 10A  
Participation in School Life: Fearghal Close 10C 
The Kate McSherry Memorial Cup for Contribution to Loreto Ethos in Junior School:  Shannon O’Kane 10D

Loreto College Year 10 students who gained Distinction in the Loreto Junior Certificate,
with Mr Michael James, College Principal, following the annual Junior Prizegiving.

Loreto College 
Year 10 Academic Award 

winners with College Principal 
Mr Michael James, following the 

annual Junior Prizegiving.

Year 9 Academic Award 
winners with College Principal 

Mr Michael James and Head of 
Year Mrs Katrina Brolly, 

following the Junior Prizegiving
at Loreto College.

Loreto College 
Year 8 Academic Award 

winners with College Principal 
Mr Michael James, following the 

annual Junior Prizegiving.
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Loreto College students who won Progress Awards (Years 8-10) at the College’s annual Junior Prizegiving.

Year 8-10 students from Loreto College who won Concern for 
Others awards at the College’s annual Junior Prizegiving.

Loreto College Y8-10 students who won Diligence Awards at the College’s annual Junior Prizegiving.

Students from Loreto College’s Years 8-10 who won Politeness Awards at the College’s annual Junior Prizegiving.

Adam Taylor and Lauren Monaghan,
both Year 10 students, who won

Special Awards for Perseverance at
Loreto College’s annual Junior Prizegiving.

Loreto College Year 10 students who won Special Awards at the annual Loreto Junior Prizegiving, with College 
Principal Mr Michael James.
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Shannon O’Kane (Year 10), 
winner of the 

Kate McSherry Memorial Cup 
for Outstanding Contribution to the 
Loreto Ethos in the Junior School at 
the Loreto College Junior Prizegiving.

Loreto College’s Junior Cross Country team: 
All Ireland Champions 2014, who received a 

Special Award at the College’s annual Junior Prizegiving.

Year 8-10 Athletes of the Year and Year 8 Swimmers of the Year from Loreto College,
following the College’s annual Junior Prizegiving.



40 41

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

Loreto College Coleraine is 
delighted to present the Year 8 
classes of 2013-2014. 
 
Year 8 are enjoying their first term 
at Loreto and beginning to feel very 
much at home.  They are enjoying 
getting to know their Head of 
Year, Mr L Shaw, and their form 
teachers: Mr Shaw, Mr Murphy, Mrs 
McAleese, Mrs Sweeney and Bean 
Ui Mhainain. 
 
In Year 8, Loreto students enjoy a 
wide curriculum spanning English, 
Mathematics, Religious Education, 
Science, History, Geography, 
French, Spanish, Irish, Drama, 
Music, IT, Art, Home Economics, 

CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS 2013-2014
LORETO COLLEGE PRESENTS YEAR 8 STUDENTS

Technology, Physical Education, 
Swimming,  Use of Library and 
Learning for Life and Work.  They 
also have weekly form classes and 
quickly get involved in a range of 
extra-curricular activities.  
 
Many Loreto Year 8 students 
have already joined school teams 
for a wide range of sports.  Many 
have also joined the Junior Choir, 
the Orchestra, and are taking 
instrumental or singing lessons.  
Students have also got involved in 
charity collections, drama groups, 
Maths Club, creative writing 
competitions, the Environmental 
Group, school liturgies and much 
more. 

At Loreto College, Year 8 students 
each have a mentor from Year 
13 - a friend from an older year 
who will be on hand to offer advice 
or assistance when needed.  All 
Loreto’s Year 8s and their Year 13 
mentors went on a sponsored walk 
in Mountsandel Forest at the end 
of September, to raise money for 
Action MS and enjoy an afternoon 
together.  In addition to this, each 
form class has a Senior Prefect 
(Year 14) to watch out for them. 
 
Everyone at Loreto College is glad 
to see the 2013 Year 8 classes 
looking so happy, and the Year 8 
students have enjoyed their first 
year of Grammar School.

8B

8A

8C

8D

8E
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SCHOOL LITURGY

Celebratory MASS MARKS THE OPENING
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR AT LORETO COLLEGE

The Opening Mass for the academic year 2012-2013 was celebrated at Loreto College on Tuesday 24th September 
2013, by Father Charles Keaney and Father A Lagan. The theme of the Mass was ‘The Touch of the Master’s 
Hand’, and it offered reflection on themes of the unique and individual talents and qualities which every member of 
the school community has, and how these might be nurtured in the year ahead. 

The Mass also picked up on the 
excellence in traditional music and 
dance in the All Ireland Fleadh, held 
in August 2013 in Derry.  Speaking 
at the Mass, Father Charles Keaney 
encouraged every member of the 
school community to develop their 
talents and culture, inspired by the 
example of Derry as UK City of 
Culture throughout 2013, and by the 
traditional music and dance which 
formed part of the celebration. 

Organised by school Liturgist Mr 
Kevin Conroy and by the members 
of the RE department, with support 
from the Music Department and 
Art Department and involving every 
member of the school community 
and the Loreto Community, the 
Mass provided an inspirational 
reflection for the year ahead.  
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Year 8 classes took part in their first annual Loreto 
Retreat on 4th and 7th October.  The Retreat, organised 
by members of the Religious Education department, 
was facilitated by student teachers from St Mary’s 
University College Belfast, who are former students 

YEAR 8 RETREAT 2013

of Loreto College.  The retreat was entitled ‘New 
Beginnings’.

Some of our Year 8 students can be seen here 
enjoying their retreat.

Year 14 students took part in their 
annual Retreat on Monday 21st 
October.

The Retreat was an opportunity for 
the final year students to reflect, 
together and as individuals, on 
their own and one another’s talents 
and characteristics as a busy 
first half term drew towards its 
close.  Amid the pressure of A level 
study, university applications and 
accumulating deadlines, the day 
gave the Year 14 students a chance 
to draw breath and to consider how 
they value and support one another 
as a year group, as they move 
towards the conclusion of their time 
at Loreto College.

YEAR 14 RETREAT
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CAROL SERVICE BEGINS Christmas Celebrations
AT LORETO COLLEGE

The feast of Christmas was marked 
in Loreto College with the annual 
Carol Service, held in the College 
Hall during the final week of the 
Autumn Term. Organised by the 
College’s Religious Education and 
Music departments, the Carol 
Services for Junior and Senior 
students were held on Tuesday 17th 
December.

The Carol Service featured some 
dramatic performances and 
tableaux, a variety of thought-
provoking readings and reflections, 
and performances by the Senior 
and Junior Choirs, school orchestra 
and vocal soloists.  The Service 
provided a peaceful interlude of 
reflection in the busy preparation 
period for the Christmas festivities.

Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, paid tribute to all those 
involved in preparing the Carol 
Service, in particular to the 
Music and Religious Education 
departments and to all the staff and 
students who put so much time and 
effort into the creation of such a 
moving and reflective service.

YEAR 10 RETREAT

Year 10 students took part in their annual Retreat on 
Friday 31st January. 
 
The Retreat was an opportunity for the Year 10 students 
to reflect, together and as individuals, on their own and 
one another’s talents and characteristics and on the 
influences on their lives, as they began to plan ahead 
for moving on from the Junior School.  Having recently 
selected their GCSE subjects, the Year 10 students 
enjoyed the opportunity to consider how they fit into the 
jigsaw-like pattern of a network of friends and family.  
The students also celebrated how much they value and 
support one another as a year group as they entered 
their final sixth months as Loreto Juniors, before the 
serious business of life in the Senior School begins.

Year 10 students enjoying a reflection activity during their Retreat Happy memories from the Year 10 Retreat

Year 10 students deep in thought during their Retreat

Happy smiles at the Year 10 RetreatA moment to think at the
Year 10 Retreat
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A group of sixth form students from 
Loreto College has been presented 
with individual Pope John Paul II 
Awards. 
 
Numerous final year students from 
Loreto College were presented 
with the Pope John Paul II award in 
recognition of their commitment and 
dedication to parish involvement 
and social awareness: a total of 
forty-two Loreto students earned 
the award this year. The Pope 
John Paul II Award was created to 
commemorate the late Pope John 
Paul II, who was very committed 
to young people and had great 
belief and confidence in them. It 
allows young people to take an 
active part in the life of their Church, 
in the life of their community and 
society, and also to become more 
aware of the teaching and roles of 
the Catholic Church. The Award is 
earned by voluntarily taking part in 
activities of Parish Involvement and 

POPE JOHN PAUL II AWARD
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Social Awareness for a set period 
of time, and by the preparation of 
a presentation.  It is presented to 
16 - 18 year olds who have been 
actively involved their parishes and 
communities have a contributed 
“in a positive way to the life of the 
Church.”

Archbishop Charles J Brown, 
Papal Nuncio to Ireland, presented 
the Pope John Paul II Awards at 
a ceremony in Derry’s Millennium 
Forum on Tuesday 25th February.  
The ceremony was the first 
official engagement of Bishop 
Donal McKeown, Bishop of 
Derry Elect. Loreto’s Head Girl, 
Rosanna McAleese, spoke at the 
Awards Presentation, to a packed 
Millennium Forum, representing 
Loreto with great distinction in 
affirming her commitment, and that 
of her fellow students, to the work 
involved in gaining the award. 
 

The students and the members 
of the Religious Education 
department at Loreto College, 
were congratulated on their 
generosity and commitment by Mr 
Michael James, College Principal.  
Reflecting on what they had 
learned, the students felt that the 
scheme had allowed them to grow 
in their faith and in confidence, and 
had given them the opportunity to 
live their faith through action.

Students from Loreto College 
Coleraine who were presented with 
the Pope John Paul II Award at a 
ceremony in the Millennium Forum.  
Also pictured are Papal Nuncio 
Charles J Brown, Bishop Donal 
McKeown, Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, Mr 
Stephen Gallagher, Vice Principal of 
Loreto College, and Loreto College 
Religious Education teachers Mrs 
S McCarry, Mr K Conroy, Miss J 
Galbraith and Mrs B Sweeney. 

The aim of the Pope John Paul 

Award is to encourage the young 

people in the Parish to get involved 

with, and take part in, Parish and 

Community life. It is a voluntary 

award, designed for students aged 

between 16 and 18 and living or 

going to school in participating 

Dioceses. The Pope John Paul 

II Award enables you to become 

more actively involved in the life of 

your parish and community.

The Award was created to 

commemorate the late Pope John 

Paul II who was so committed to 

young people and who had such 

belief and confidence in them. The 

focus of the award is to enable 

young people to engage at a deep 

level with Christ, whose body the 

Church is. It hopes to give young 

people a better understanding of 

what their faith is and how they 

can apply it to their daily lives in 

the work they do to help others. 

The award can be completed 

at bronze, silver or gold level 

depending on the number of 

hours you are willing to contribute 

towards it.  To qualify for the 

award, forty hours of both social 

and parish work must be carried 

out. Our faith is lived out most 

fully in our actions, that is why it 

is important to be aware of the 

needs of others and to minister to 

their needs. For the social aspect, 

this involves activities such as 

helping within the community at 

fundraising events and visiting 

POPE JOHN PAUL AWARD 2013/14

the elderly and vulnerable people 

in society. This work does not 

necessarily have to be in your own 

community, however, as many 

people choose to travel to the likes 

of Lourdes where you have the 

opportunity to help the pilgrims, 

or even travel to places such as 

Romania or Africa with Habitat for 

Humanity, a charity which attempts 

to provide better homes and 

schools for those in need in less 

developed countries. 

When we are baptised we become 

members of the Body of Christ. 

This means that we are called to 

be the presence of Christ in the 

world. As the Body of Christ, we 

belong to the community of the 

Church. We live out this belonging 

in our parish. For the Church, for 

the Body of Christ to be fully alive 

everybody needs to be actively 

involved. There are many things 

we can do in our parish. The 

Parish work that can be carried 

out involves contributing where 

necessary in the diocese. This may 

involve counting the collections at 

Mass, reading at Mass, helping 

with children’s liturgies or even 

cleaning the chapel.

There is a record card which is to 

be kept and filled out throughout 

the year recording the list of 

Parish and Social hours which 

have been carried out. Once the 

hours have been completed, a 

presentation is to be written by 

the individual expressing what 

they have achieved over the 

year by completing the hours of 

service. This is then sent to the 

Derry diocese and an invitation 

to the Pope John Paul II award 

ceremony is then sent out. This 

is hosted in the Millennium Forum 

and is a thoroughly enjoyable 

night with many speeches and 

performances delivered. The 

award ceremony also makes 

reference to each individual’s 

contribution to their community. 

A medal is then received, along 

with a certificate, presented on 

this occasion by the new Bishop 

of Derry, Donal McKeown, on the 

day his appointment to the diocese 

was announced. Archbishop 

Charles Brown, Apostolic Nuncio 

to Ireland, was also present at the 

ceremony and he spoke to all the 

young people who had completed 

the award. 

We found taking part in this 

award extremely enjoyable and 

rewarding. It was amazing to see 

how much we could contribute 

to our communities and how 

much people in our societies 

appreciate the work young people 

do and encourage the involvement 

of young people. We would 

encourage everyone who has the 

opportunity, to take part in this 

award as it is beneficial not only to 

the community but to the individual 

themselves. 

Laura Rafferty and Ciara Morren

(Yr 14 Gold award students) 
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Year 9 students took part in their 
annual Retreat on Tuesday 25th 
March. 
 
The Retreat was an opportunity 
for the Year 9 students to reflect, 
together and as individuals, on 
their own and one another’s talents 
and characteristics and on the 
influences on their lives, at the 
midway point of their time in the 
Junior School.  As they moved 
towards the Easter Celebrations, 
then the Summer Exams and the 

YEAR 9 RETREAT

vital transition into Year 10, the Year 
9 students enjoyed the opportunity 
to think about how their time 
at Loreto has been developing, 
and how their own talents and 
friendships are beginning to 
blossom.

The students also celebrated how 
much they value and support one 
another as a year group as the 
Summer Term approached and 
they got ready for their final year in 
the Junior School.  

Loreto College Coleraine played 

host to renowned Tyrone Gaelic 

manager Mickey Harte on Monday 

14th April 2014.  As part of the 

College’s Group RE sixth form 

enrichment programme, the three-

time All Ireland winning manager 

visited the College to talk to final 

year students about motivation and 

determination.

In an inspiring talk, Mickey Harte 

talked about his own successes as 

well as the personal challenges he 

has faced, and spurred students on 

to motivate themselves to achieve 

in their studies and in all areas of 

their lives.  The capacity audience 

of Year 14 students, along with the 

members of the Religious Education 

department, were enthralled 

and inspired by the talk, and 

delighted to have the opportunity to 

participate in a question and answer 

session afterwards.  Many students 

were also delighted to avail of the 

opportunity to ask the legendary 

manager for an autograph, while 

some of the sporting enthusiasts 

among the group were able to avail 

of some individual advice. 

Religious Education teacher Mr 

Kevin Conroy thanked Mr Harte for 

his immeasurable contribution to the 

enrichment programme, on behalf 

of College Principal Mr Michael 

James, Head of Religious Education 

Mrs Siobhan McCarry and all the 

staff and students present.

TYRONE LEGEND Inspires
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS
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As the Spring Term drew to a close at Loreto, the 
feast of Easter was celebrated with a special Mass 
to mark the contribution of the Loreto Community to 
education and local society in Coleraine, since 1930.

The Mass, celebrated by His Grace the Bishop of 
Derry, the Most Reverend Dr Donal McKeown, was 
held at Loreto College on Tuesday 15th April, and 
united the Liturgy of the Easter season with prayers of 
thanksgiving for the work of the Loreto Community in 
Coleraine for so many years.

The Mass was attended by all students and members 
of staff of Loreto College, as well as by many invited 
guests, representing Loreto Education throughout 
Ireland.  

The Mass featured moving performances by Loreto’s 
choirs and soloists, as well as reflections and prayers 
of thanksgiving and dedication in honour of the Loreto 
Sisters.

Speaking at the Mass, Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, said that all students at staff of the College 
owed a tremendous debt of gratitude to the members 
of the Loreto Community, for their continual support, 
prayers and care.  Mr James paid tribute to the Loreto 

MASS Celebrates
ROLE OF LORETO COMMUNITY IN COLERAINE

Sisters for their tireless support of the College and the 
interest and delight they take in the education and 
activities of so many generations of young people on 
the Loreto campus.

As the academic year moved forward towards 
examination season, the students of Loreto were 
grateful for the prayers of the Loreto Sisters for their 
success and well-being through the challenges ahead.  
As the years continue, the relationship between the 
school and the Loreto Community will remain strong, 
with the ethos of the Community informing the 
academic, pastoral and extra-curricular life of Loreto 
College.

Bishop Mc Keown, Reverend 
Fathers, Sisters, invited guests 
and of course our very own Loreto 
staff and pupils - you are all very 
welcome here today as we take 
time to pay tribute to and thank the 
Loreto Sisters past and present 
for their years of unfailing support, 
prayers and devotion to our 
school and all the pupils of Loreto 
Coleraine, past and present.

It was not very many weeks ago 
that Pauline in the office informed 
me that a small delegation of Loreto 
nuns had made an appointment to 
see me. My immediate reaction was 
to think that I had done something 
wrong! You see, the nuns in the 
convent community are such a 
part of the fabric of the school 
that they usually just pop round to 
see me and don’t actually need 
to make appointments. So this 
was certainly a little bit out of the 
ordinary and it was with more than 
a little trepidation that I met Sr Mary 
Jo and Sr Louise later that same 
day. As any of you who have had 
the privilege of dealing with the 
Loreto Sisters over the years will 
be aware, they are a wonderfully 
warm and welcoming group, yet at 
the same time they are incredibly 
formidable and capable individuals. 
And Sr Mary Jo did not take 
too much time over pleasantries 
before delivering the message 
that she had come to deliver. To 
say that it came as a surprise is a 
complete understatement, because 

MR JAMES’S ADDRESS IN 

   Tribute TO THE LORETO SISTERS

although somewhere in the deepest 
recesses of our minds we may 
have contemplated that the nuns 
would not always be present in the 
convent, we never believed that it 
would actually happen. So when 
you are faced with the stark reality 
that in a few months’ time they will 
have departed the Convent House it 
comes as quite a shock.

And if it was a shock for me, think 
what it must have been like for 
the sisters who had just been 
given the news that they would 
be moving from their home. And 
yet when I visited later that same 
day, I found a stoic acceptance of 
their circumstances and a positive 
attitude seeking to identify the 
opportunities that the change would 
present, rather than languishing 
in regret for their loss. We here in 
Loreto Coleraine and in the many 
Loreto schools around the world, 
are proud of our Loreto ethos 
and how it moulds and develops 
our students. But this ethos is 
not simply a mission statement 
or a set of guidelines, it is a living 
and breathing spirit that infuses 
everything that we do in our school 
and it is embodied in the Loreto 
Sisters who are, as I said earlier, 
part of the fabric of the school. 
And in that meeting I experienced 
the Loreto ethos, an ethos that 
has been developed over many 
years from the founding sisters to 
the current sisters who live and 
breathe the vision of Mary Ward and 
who give selflessly in the service 
of others, accepting their fate with 
grace and fortitude and in fact even 
seeking to find the positives in any 
new arrangements.

Their presence here has been so 
much more than a simple physical 
presence and I suppose that it 
is their warmth, spirituality and 
kindness that we in the school 
will miss most (not to mention 
their cups of tea and buns). Their 
influence on the school has been 

felt most keenly through their 
prayers and intercession on our 
behalf. In times of need, in times of 
sadness, in times of celebration or 
times of commiseration the nuns 
have always been our spiritual 
leaders and have offered unfailing 
support, for which we thank them. 
Of course there have been many 
of their Community who have also 
been teachers or leaders within 
the school itself and their influence 
and legacy can be seen in the 
remarkable school that they have 
built up over more than 80 years 
from the country house they took 
over from the Ursulines.

The Convent House started out 
life as a family residence called 
Tiev Tara which, according to the 
internet, can be loosely translated 
in different ways, some of which 
are: residence on an elevated spot 
commanding an extensive prospect/
view, a lofty place or a conspicuous 
place or the assembly place. And 
I was struck by how apt many of 
these translations are. The Convent 
House is set on an elevated site 
with a tremendous view over the 
Bann and it is a genuine place of 
assembly, where over the years 
many people have gathered to pray 
and to plan and to instil a sense of 
community and belonging.

In 1906, the house was bought 
by the Ursuline order and they 
established a school there, with 
accommodation for girls. The 
building, which had previously been 
the coach house and stables, was 
used as a Preparatory College 
for boys, in what is now referred 
to as the Art College. In 1910 the 
Ursulines extended the school, 
building more classrooms and 
a new dormitory. But by 1922 
when the new Northern Ireland 
Educational Authority was set up, 
the Ursulines had to withdraw from 
Coleraine and Dr. O’Kane, Bishop 
of Derry, asked the Loreto nuns in 
Omagh to take over the schools. 
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On August 13th 1930 four ‘Sisters 
of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary’ arrived to take up residence 
in Tiev Tara and Loreto College 
Coleraine was born. True to the 
spirit of their foundress, Mary Ward, 
the Loreto Sisters developed the 
school, adding extensions, adapting 
to changes in the educational 
system and always striving for the 
high standards of Loreto education. 
And, under the successive 
stewardship of several of the Loreto 
Sisters, the school has gone from 
strength to strength. Again we 
thank them all for their wonderful 
vision, their determination and their 
sheer hard work on behalf of all our 
students and their families.

Throughout the years the presence 
of the Loreto Sisters has been a 
constant, and many pupils will have 
grown up feeling their influence, 
and for many it may seem as if it is 
the end of an era. However, I have 
been encouraged and guided by 
the sisters’ own response to their 

changing circumstances and I will 
share one anecdote to illustrate the 
point.

When I first told the sisters that 
we wanted to hold a mass to 
celebrate the contribution of the 
Loreto Sisters, but that we could 
only manage a date in Holy Week, 
they commented on how apt that 
seemed. They went on to explain 
that the sadness throughout Holy 
Week was followed by the joy of the 
resurrection and hope for the future. 
So, although there can be no doubt 
that this celebration is tinged with 
sadness as the Loreto Community 
prepares to leave the Convent 
House, there is certainly the hope 
of a new life and a new beginning 
in a new house not too far from the 
school gates. 

I am sure that the original four 
sisters- M. Rose, M. Colmcille, M. 
Aidan and M. Kevin - would be 
immensely proud of the legacy they 
have established, and I suppose 

as the Convent House started with 
four sisters, it is fitting now that 
we will complete the circle with 
four remaining sisters: Sr Anne Mc 
Laughlin, Sr Anne Mc Williams, Sr 
Bernadette Mary and Sr Bridgid 
Agnes. And just as the four original 
sisters left the security of what they 
knew in Omagh, the remaining four 
sisters are setting out on a new 
journey and we can be confident 
that it will be a journey of renewal 
and faith in God. The good thing is 
that they are travelling less than a 
mile from here and so we are not 
really losing them, we are simply 
gaining another ‘Tiev Tara’ - another 
place of assembly. And we know 
that, as with the other Sisters who 
are currently living in the Coleraine 
community, we will continue to have 
contact and interaction with them. 
The Loreto Community in Coleraine 
is still alive and well and the true 
legacy of our Loreto Sisters lives on 
in all our pupils, past, present and 
future. And for that again we thank 
them.

Year 14 students - the class of 
2014 - and their parents celebrated 
the end of seven happy years at 
Loreto College with the teaching 
staff of the school at a special Mass 
held on the evening of Thursday 
1st May, celebrated by Father 
Raymond McCullagh. The theme 
of the Mass was ‘Thanks for the 
Adventure’, inspired by the Pixar 
film “Up”, and its exploration of 
the spirit of hope, friendship and 
realising dreams and promise for 
the future. The Mass celebrated the 
friendship the students (and their 
teachers) have shared, something 
which, it is hoped, is not to be left 
behind as the students close the 
classroom doors for the last time. 

LEAVERS’ MASS FOR YEAR 14 

Celebrated  AT LORETO COLLEGE

As the students finished timetabled 
lessons and faced the challenges 
of the A2 examinations, the evening 
was an opportunity to reflect on 
happy memories, with laughter, 
tears, song and prayer.

There were moving and uplifting 
speeches from Head Girl Rosanna 
McAleese, Head Boy Conor 
Anderson, Head of Year 14 Mrs 
Catherine Doherty and College 
Principal Mr Michael James. 
Musical contributions from a 
group of talented singers and 
instrumentalists lent a tone of 
emotional reflection to the evening, 
which concluded with a big-screen 
display of photos from throughout 

the seven years which the class of 
2014 spent at Loreto. 
 
In the following week, Masses 
were also celebrated at Loreto 
College for the Year 12 and Year 
13 examination classes.  As the 
examination period approached, 
everyone at Loreto College wished 
the Year 12, 13 and 14 students 
perseverance in their studies and 
every success in their examinations 
- and beyond.

Our Head Girl, Rosanna McAleese, 
and Head Boy, Conor Anderson 
gave these speeches at the 
Leavers’ Mass…
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Loreto selection criteria now 
includes a random selection of 
surnames, but contrary to what 
Conor may say, we still believe 
that the Head Boy was chosen on 
strict alphabetical order. Obviously 
my selection was based on the 
solid assurance that I would not 
be driving anywhere at lunch, 
despite having more driving lessons 
than drama lessons. Perhaps I 
should learn from the Head Boy 
selection criteria. Should an A level 
student still be mixed up between 
A for accelerator and B for brake? 
Perhaps I can identify with the 
following quote more than others 
when Einstein states, “Life is like 
a bicycle: in order to keep your 
balance you must keep moving”.  
Whether we’re on two wheels or 
four, life’s road has ups and downs, 
bumps and bends. However, we 
will all keep the memories, laughs 
and lessons learnt at Loreto firmly in 
our basket or boot. 

It’s fair to say much has changed 
over the last seven years together. 
Looking at the young, accomplished 
ladies in front of me, its hard to 
believe that these are the same 13 
year olds who, if allowed to bring 
3 things to a desert island, would 
have chosen dream matt mousse, 
extensions and the classic neon 
tutu/leg-warmers combo over food 

HEAD GIRL’S Farewell  SPEECH

or water. Let’s just say 13-year-old 
Saryah McCrossan kept the hair 
extension industry immune from 
the effects of recession. I would tell 
some yarns about the boys, but 
with characters like Eddilicous and 
Co, secrecy is paramount. Despite 
changes in fashions, sense and 
Bebo other halves, friendship, unlike 
the other fads, has stood the test of 
time. 

Our year’s antics range from 
numerous Tullyglass challenges, 
Naomi’s fab garden parties or 
Conor Anderson’s rodeo bull, where 
Ciaran Logue definitely scored first 
prize. It’s not only these nights of 
fun and craic that remind me how 
much I value the characters in our 
year, but also in times of difficulty, 
sadness and bereavement. In these 
challenging times, we all learnt that 
Loreto is not just a school, but also 
a community and a family.

There are moments of sixth form 
that I will never forget. Taking our 
final bows after Phantom of the 
Opera, to numerous roadtrips 
on Mervyn’s Bus or PJ Hill tours 
with the senior Camogs. I will 
even miss the everyday moments 
of sixth form: necessary coffee 
accompanied with ridiculous 
conversations with Mrs McEwan 
and the Drama clan; the day 
Stephen Reynolds dominated the 
boys’ skipping rope antics in the 
Common Room; or when Osama 
BinLoguey got caught in customs 
in Berlin for smuggling a fuel-filled 
lighter the size of a small family. 
There are some smells, sights and 
textures from our Common Room 
that, despite my best efforts, I will 
struggle to forget. But I will miss 
Laura Rafferty and Ciara Morren 
coming into the kitchen to tell me 

the latest scandal; Hannah Elliot’s 
“OH MY GOD RIGHT”; or looking 
for the subtitles when Dean O’Kane 
is slagging me…it must be a Year 
15 thing. All these things seem so 
trivial at the time, but will make up 
the stories that spring to mind when 
we bump into an old classmate at 
the supermarket in years to come. 

There are a few people in particular 
whom I would like to thank for their 
contributions to our school lives 
over the past 7 years. No matter 
what workplaces we all end up in, 
I can guarantee you won’t find a 
caretaker with as much banter as 
Paddy, or more caring and joyous 
dinner ladies than those at the 
social hub that is “Café Lorette”, 
well unless you don’t like cheese. 
One thing that has remained the 
same is my dinner table, however 
with customers like Olivia “goujon” 
McCullagh or Ellen “you don’t serve 
Lobster?” Thompson, it’s a wonder 
how the dinner ladies find a happy 
medium. Although when the One 
Direction beats are blasting, Olivia 
and Ellen are content, regardless of 
the menu. 

I would also like to say a special 
thanks to Mr James, Mrs Doherty, 
Miss Toner and Mr Gallagher, who 
have ensured not only that we 
were always on our best behaviour, 
but listened to our opinions and 
viewpoints on how we thought 
our school could be improved. On 
behalf of the year group I would 
like to single out one staff member 
in particular. Mrs West each year 
adopts 100 year 14 students as 
her own, acting as our in-school 
mother/teacher/careers advice 
centre/agony aunt/dictionary/
excuse receiver/voice of reality/ 
judge and, most of all, a friend. 

Unfortunately for us, we can’t bring 
Mrs West to university (although we 
probably could persuade PC ) but 
we will bring the skills, lessons and, 
most importantly, the grammar she 
has taught us.

On a personal note, I would 
like thank you all for letting me 
represent you as your Head Girl. 
Finding out Conor and I had been 
appointed as Heads of School was 
one of the proudest moments of 
my life. Being able to share this 
privilege with one of my best friends 
has made my final year at school so 
special. He really is the glue of our 
year. Conor, you have had a good 

run, but you’re still no Niall Reid.

It doesn’t feel like seven years have 
passed at Loreto, and if we all 
survive Damian’s culturally enriching 
trip to Spain this summer, who 
knows what the next seven will 
bring? Some things I could predict 
now: that the next generation will 
be in safe hands with doctors like 
Caoimhe Cooke, dentists like Roisin 
Parahoo and acturarial scientists 
like Shane Donnelly. Yet who knows 
what else the years will hold? I may 
overhear Paddy, Pearse and James 
discussing their summer houses 
in Portstewart over brunch at the 
Ramore, or flick on my TV to see 

Olivia McCullagh starring in the 
2020 Olympics. Or Mr Cunning may 
pass up on the invite to “supervise” 
a school trip.  

Our mass this evening was inspired 
by the movie UP. In this movie, 
the 78 year old protagonist Carl 
ties his old and familiar home to 
balloons and embarks on a new 
adventure. So as we reach for the 
stars, and embark on this new 
chapter, like Carl’s house, the 
lessons, personalities and memories 
at Loreto will always be with us. 
In the words of UP,  “Thanks for 
the adventure, now go have a new 
one!”

Rosanna McAleese
Year 14

It’s here folks, we’re finished, 
nearly. It’s hard to believe that 7 
years ago our journey began at 
Loreto College. September 2007 
when we first walked in the gates 
with schoolbags that could carry a 
dead horse, lunchboxes that could 
hold a 3 course dinner, blazers 
that were hitting our ankles and, 
most importantly, friends that we 
could count on one hand. “Some 
things never change,” I hear you 
say. You are all so predictable! It’s 
true though. Some things never 

HEAD BOY’S Farewell  SPEECH

change. The smiles on the faces of 
the teachers who have had to look 
at us 6 hours a day, 5 days a week, 
33 weeks of the year for 7 years. 
Fair play to them. And there are two 
I would like to thank especially. Mrs 
McGill and Mrs Doherty, both of 
whom have played a massive role in 
our development from childish first 
years who throw themselves down 
the Chicken Run to responsible 
adults who threw me down instead. 
I’m glad you have all matured...

A lot has changed though in the 
years we have spent together. 
Teachers have come and gone, 
but all of them have played an 
integral role in our development. 
They have been a guiding light to 
us, being there for us when we 
needed them. Their doors are 
always open. Many have treated 
us like their own children: none 
more so than Mrs West. You have 
had to spend all day, every day 

with us, keeping an eye on us. We 
cannot thank you enough for your 
kindness and generosity. I would 
personally like to thank you for 
teaching me the distinct difference 
between, “Can I go to the toilet?” 
and “May I go to the toilet?” and 
the proper grammatical way to ask 
out for a Drama period. I will always 
remember your constant reply of 
‘Fergus and I, not me and Fergus.’ 

I would also like to thank my subject 
teachers: Mrs McEwan for providing 
light relief from the books on a 
Monday morning for our weekly 
gossip and catch up; Miss O’Neill, 
sorry I just couldn’t get used to Mrs 
Mellon, for the laughs she gave us 
from the words she couldn’t say in 
her Tyrone accent (it’s a wage price 
spiral, Miss) and for letting us off 
with all those tests after constant 
whining; Mrs Sweeney for the constant 
slagging- even though us country folk
stick together; and KC for spending 
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more time marking our essays than he 
did with his wife and children. But 
sure we were worth it, Sir. 
To our parents: no matter what you 
think, you are not always right, but 
when you told us that our school 
days were the best days of our 
lives, you certainly were. These 7 
years spent with you wonderful 
group of people will probably be 
the best of my life. It has been an 
honour representing you as Head 
Boy, even though some are still 
convinced I was chosen on the 
merit of alphabetical order. But 
some of the memories we have had 
have been incredible to say the least 
and we will cherish them dearly for 
the rest of our lives. The state of the 
Common Room is one, though, that 
I will want to try and forget. Spilled 
tea and pot noodles, bland lunches, 
stinking cutlery, because no one 
could be bothered to wash it, the 
£9.99 Christmas tree from B+M… 
but none of that mattered, because 
it was the people there who made 
it the place it was. The laughs, the 
smiles, the tears: all of it contributed 
to who we are today. Confident 
adults, ready to take on the world. 
Or at least we think so. 

This is a sad time though. We are 
departing to go our separate ways. 
After 7 years you’d think I’d be 
sick of you all, but it is with great 
sadness that I deliver this speech 
tonight. The memories have been 
incredible. The Pope John Paul 
Award dinner where Pearse nearly 
set the Mandarin Palace on fire was 
one of my personal favourites. I 
have had some ridiculous requests 
as Head Boy, but none more so 
than the time Miss Toner came to 
me 10 minutes before lunchtime 

and told me that the school was 
to be in lockdown because of 
the snow, during both lunches. 
Everything stopped, and I whipped 
together a rota in 10 minutes that 
even I couldn’t make head nor tail 
of! Something I will also never forget 
is Irish Dancing round the Tullyglass 
at 2am with our Head Girl. On that 
note, I would also like to thank her 
for everything she has done for me. 
A 7 year friendship that stopped at 
the start of this year when I found 
out I had to work with her. No, 
in all seriousness, she has been 
remarkable. None of the things 
that happened over the past year 
would have happened without the 
intervention of Rosanna: Loreto’s 
Got Talent in particular. I still don’t 
know how that happened. I don’t 
know how many times I told Miss 
Toner and Mrs McAleese that ‘it’ll 
be grand’, despite the fact that 
we were winging it all along. But it 
worked. It happened and it was a 
success: all down to Rosanna. I will 
miss working with you. 

I’d all also like to say thank you to 
the man himself: Mr James. Thanks 
for all your help, support and 
encouragement over all our years 
here and especially over the last few 
days. I’ll never forget you telling me 
that my time as Head Boy would 
be defined by my ability to cut and 
stick up the banner for the Nuns’ 
mass. Hopefully I’ve done a good 
job. 

Our time here has been precious. 
We were presented with so many 
opportunities over the course of 
our 7 years and I can’t put into 
words our gratitude for that. It has 
never been all about the success 

in exams or the success on the 
football field. It definitely was not 
about the success on the football 
field! It was all about the journey, 
that was all that mattered: the 
journey, and not the destination. I 
think I have probably taken Loreto 
for granted. I never actually realised 
how special a place it was until it 
dawned on me how close I was to 
leaving it. It’s that special to some 
people that they have decided to 
come back and do sixth form for a 
second time. That Year 15 joke will 
never get old. 

Finally, to the class of 2014, I want 
to thank you. Each and every 
one of you have made this year 
for me an absolute joy, even you, 
Paddy: it truly has been a pleasure 
representing you all. I want to wish 
you all the success in the world. 
Wherever you may be in the future, 
it is safe to say that we will never 
forget Loreto. Some of us will make 
it big. Some of us will make it on to 
TV: some of us have already made 
it there, I hope you won’t forget 
to give us a shout out, Ruth. But 
whatever we do, Loreto will have 
played a massive part in that.

I want to leave you with the dreaded 
thought of climbing up the Irish 
stairs in first year and, for some of 
us, right up to GCSE. But when 
we got there we would have been 
blessed with Bean Ui Mhianain 
singing that song we will never 
forget. I’m not going to sing it for 
you, but there is one line that’s 
particularly memorable , “Be a gaibh 
maith agus slan innis, be good…
and cheerio.”

Conor Anderson
Year 14
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On August 13th 1930, 
the Loreto College we know 

today was founded with only fifty 
boarders and twenty day pupils.  
Although it’s fair to say that a lot 
has changed since then, especially 
the fact that boys can now attend 
our school, one thing has certainly 
stayed the same throughout the 
years: the contribution of the Loreto 
Institute Sisters (I.B.V.M.) to the 
warm atmosphere of the College.

Therefore, it was with great 
disappointment that we learned 
that the Sisters must unfortunately 
leave their home in the Convent to 
live elsewhere. So, with the intent 
of learning about the move and 
their future prospects, we decided 
to ask the Sisters if we could have 
a quick chat with them.  Thankfully 
they agreed.

After numerous quick visits and 
cups of tea, the time had finally 
come to sit down and have a 
proper chat with the Loreto nuns: 
Sr Eileen McErlean, Sr Anne 
McLaughlin, Sr Bridgit Agnes 
Devine, Sr Anne McWilliams and 
Sr Bernadette Mary Gormley.  It 
was a rather emotional afternoon 
for everyone, as we really got to 
know the five lovely members of the 
Loreto Community whom we were 
lucky enough to interview, and soon 
realised that it would be extremely 
sad to see them leave.  When 
asked about  the move, there were 
more than a few tears shed! With 
heavy hearts, they told us of the 
reason behind the move to begin 
with.

For those of you who don’t know, 
Health and Safety regulations 
revealed that there were a few fire 
hazards within the Convent which 
left minor worries about the living 
conditions there, and so it was 
decided that moving would be the 
safest, but also the saddest option.  
However, the ladies were ever 
optimistic as they commented that 
at least moving to a smaller house, 
a bungalow in Osborne Park to 

an INTERVIEW WITH THE LORETO NUNS

be exact, would be economically 
beneficial as well as being much 
easier to keep tidy! The news was a 
shock to the system, of course, and 
Sr Anne comments that they had all 
expected to be there until they were 
“out in a coffin!”

They continued on to tell us of how 
much they would miss the school 
and all the hustle and bustle of 
Loreto day-to-day life, saying they 
found great comfort and joy in the 
atmosphere of all the students and 
teachers, as it reminds them that, 
although they have retired from 
their own teaching days, they feel 
reassured that ‘life is still going 
on”!  Sr Brigit in particular said that 
she would miss the summer days 
when she would see both the junior 
and senior students basking in the 
little sunlight we manage to get, 
and taking a break from the stress 
of school life.  All five agreed that 
the tranquil beauty of the school 
grounds would be a great loss, 
but, being within walking distance 
of the school, they would never be 
away for long, and we certainly look 
forward to seeing them around!

Perhaps the most touching part 
of the interview was learning of 
the Sisters’ own school days, 
as we found out that four of our 
interviewees are past pupils of the 
school!  Sr Eileen told us of how 
she arrived at the school the day 
after War was declared in 1939, 
and reminisced about the air raids 
which took place.  Despite the 
terror of the raids, there was always 
a good mood as the girls trekked 
down to underneath the Chapel and 
kept their spirits up with singing, 
dancing and praying.  Since 1939, 
a lot has changed within the school 
itself, and Sr Eileen told us of how 
there were previously only three 
classrooms, which were turned 
into dormitories when night fell.  
Some of the classes were also 
held in the cottage adjacent to the 
Convent, and the girls would take 
turns heating themselves by the 
fire before bed, as it was the only 

source of heating they had!

It was endearing to hear of the 
relationship they had with the 
Loreto Sisters of the time when 
they were schoolgirls, and it helps 
us students to really appreciate the 
love they show us today.  Through 
all the memories the nuns shared 
there were tears as well as laughter, 
and Sr Anne commented that this 
made the thought of moving even 
harder, but that they were glad to 
be staying together because, after 
all, they are a family!

So when all is said and done, 
what would the Sisters miss most 
about the school?  The chatter 
from students and teachers in the 
mornings, seeing familiar faces 
that they’ve grown to know and 
love, and the general atmosphere 
of Loreto, seems to be the general 
consensus.  However, just because 
they’re moving doesn’t mean the 
Sisters won’t be involved in school 
life any more!  Sr Eileen informed 
us that they’ll still be praying for 
all the Year 14 students around 
the dreaded exam period, and 
they’ll still be front row for all the 
school musicals – and of course, 
the Masses!  In fact, on the topic 
of school Masses, they seem to 
have changed rather a lot from 
when the Sisters were students at 
Loreto.  Apparently, Masses used 
to be held in Latin and, although all 
the responses had to be learned 
off by heart (or else!), it was still 
sometimes hard to keep up.  
Actually, the Sisters had quite a few 
humorous memories of trying to 
learn languages.  But, despite this, 
Loreto still managed to win the Irish 
Shield for knowledge of the Gaelic 
language in 1949, by telling some 
jokes to impress the examiner!

However, Masses aren’t the only 
things that have changed.  Back 
when the Sisters were boarders, 
they told us that they used to sneak 
downstairs at midnight to “borrow” 
some cake from the Canteen.  
Thankfully, they were pretty 

innovative because, even though 
they had no blunt instruments to 
divide the cake between them, they 
found that a toothbrush worked 
just as well!  And although the 
punishment wasn’t exactly fun, they 
were caught only once or twice, so 
it was definitely worth it, according 
to them!  And that sense of fun 
has not been lost.  Readers will 
remember “that Tuesday when it 
snowed”, back in February.  Some 
sixth form students were sitting 
in RE class, anticipating a fun 
snowy evening, when suddenly 
they heard a dull thud - then 
another, and another.  Somebody 
was snowballing the classroom 
windows; the teacher whisked 
open the curtains to deal with the 
culprit.  Imagine the shock - and 
amusement - of the discovery that 
the Sisters were up to the mischief 
of snowballing the school!  That 
sense of fun embodies one of the 
central Loreto values: Joy.

Other highlights of their time at 
Loreto were listening to, and 
taking part in, Radio Loreto and 
the Ghost Train every Mission Day 
on 8th December.  Another high 
point was going out on day trips 
and eating ice cream (which they 

ironically described as “heavenly” 
- pun intended?), which was a 
rare treat in those times.  Although 
Mother Francis didn’t approve of 
them eating in public as it wasn’t 
very “ladylike”, their defence was 
that they had seen actresses in 
the newspaper doing it, so why 
shouldn’t they?  However, boarding 
wasn’t always fun for the Sisters, 
and it’s fair to say that they were all 
definitely homesick at times.  In the 
1940s, trains were the only form of 
transport for the boarders to and 
from the school, and even in the 
1950s buses were used, mainly 
because the expense of cars was 
just too high, and so learning to live 
independently from their parents 
was very difficult.  The Sisters who 
boarded here all agree that there 
were times when they would see 
the day students leaving and would 
desperately wish to go with them.  
However, it’s undeniable that their 
positive experiences in Loreto 
overshadowed the negatives, 
judging from their big smiles when 
they began discussing the mischief 
they got up to!

At this point in the interview, Mr 
Scullion made an appearance and 
requested to take a commemorative 

photograph of the nuns so that 
they would have a final memento of 
their time in the Convent.  Luckily 
we were asked (or forced?) to take 
part in a group photo.  We happily 
obliged, of course, and once again 
thanked the nuns for their time, 
wishing them good luck on their 
future prospects before leaving.  On 
the way out, we were offered the 
chance to join the Convent, with all 
the nuns agreeing that they certainly 
wouldn’t mind an honorary boy 
member!

While it’s an extremely sad occasion 
for the school’s staff and pupils to 
have to see the Loreto Sisters move 
after so many years of commitment 
and service to the College, it also 
marks the start of a new chapter, 
and we thank them for their many 
years of support, kindness and 
care.  It’s fair to say that the whole 
school agrees that, no matter where 
the Sisters go, they’ll always be a 
part of the Loreto family.  We wish 
them all the best on the move and 
hope they have an easy adjustment 
to their new home.

Caolan O’Neill, April Murray 
and Nicole McNicholl, Year 13

END OF YEAR 
MASS

The End of Year Mass was 
celebrated on Tuesday 24th June.  
With the theme of Come, Holy 
Spirit, the Mass was an opportunity 
for some spiritual reflection on 
the happy, sad, successful and 
challenging moments of the year for 
all Y8-11 students and members of 
staff.  Beautiful singing by the Junior 
Choir enhanced our reflections as 
the school year drew to an end.  

Following the Mass, a presentation 
was made to Mrs Carey, who 
is leaving to take up a post in 
Dominican College Portstewart, and 
tribute was paid to all members of 
staff by our new Heads of School, 
Rebecca and Conor, on behalf of all 
the students of the College. 
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LORETO COLLEGE 
STUDENTS RAISE 

ACTION MS FUNDS

In the Spring term, our Year 8 and Year 13 students 
were named Northern Area Runners-Up at the annual 
Action MS Fundraising Awards, raising an impressive 
total of £3502. Callum Rainey (Year 8) was Loreto 
College’s top individual fund-raiser, with an impressive 
total of £411.70: Callum was named Northern Area 
Runner-Up in the Individual Fundraiser category. 

Our individual top fund-raisers attended the annual 
Action MS Luncheon in Belfast, which rewards 
Northern Ireland’s top fund-raising schools.  The 
students were: Callum Rainey (who raised £411.70), 
Kate Doherty (who raised £100.05), Niamh Granleese 
(who raised  £202.00), Holly Boyd (who raised  
£101.50), Jack McNicholl (who raised  £101.60) and 
Callum McAuley-Bamford (who raised £100.00).

Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice Co-ordinator 
at Loreto College, paid tribute to the students and 
to their Year Heads, Mr Liam Shaw (Head of Year 8) 
and Mrs Schira McGoldrick (Head of Year 13) and 
Form Teachers Mrs Katrina Brolly, Mr Paul Byrne, Mrs 
Mabel McAleese, Mrs Sinead Mullan, Mr Bob Murphy, 
Mrs Brenda Sweeney, and Bean Ui Mhainain for their 
hard work and enthusiasm in organising this event.

LORETO COLLEGE 
NAMED RUNNERS-UP

IN ACTION MS 
FUNDRAISING AWARDA cheque for £3417.03 was presented to Anne 

Walker of Action MS on behalf of Loreto College 
on 22nd November 2013. This money was raised 
earlier in the Autumn Term, when all Year 8 and 
Year 13 students took part in a sponsored walk at 
Mountsandel Forest, before the Halloween break. 
 
The Sponsored Walk was part of an ongoing 
programme through which all Year 8 students have 
a mentor in Year 13, who acts as a friendly contact 
in the senior school as the new students become 
accustomed to life at grammar school.  The Year 8s 
and Year 13s enjoyed their walk as a ‘getting to know 
you’ activity, as well as having the joint objective of 
raising money.
 
Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice Co-ordinator, 
paid tribute to the students of both year groups, who 
between them raised an impressive total of £3417.03 
for Action MS. Mr Michael James, College Principal, 
congratulated all the students for their generosity and 
concern for others, as well as thanking Mrs Lorraine 
McCool for co-ordinating the fund-raising element of 
the event, and Vice Principal Mrs Belinda Toner, and 
teachers Mrs Schira McGoldrick (Head of Year 13) 
and Mr Liam Shaw (Head of Year 8) for enthusing the 
students in the forging of positive relationships as the 
school year progresses.

Lauren Monaghan, a Year 10 student at Loreto College Coleraine, paid 
tribute to the staff and her fellow Year 10 students for the support, help and 
fundraising they carried out this year on her behalf.

Lauren thanked her classmates and teachers for raising funds of £550 
towards her travel to America to receive Proton Beam Radiotherapy. 
Lauren’s family paid tribute to all the students and staff of Loreto College for 
their kindness, support and generosity.

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS FUND-RAISE 
FOR CLASSMATE LAUREN

Throughout October and 
early November, students 
and their form teachers 
were hard at work 
collecting and organising 
materials for the annual 
Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal for the Road 
of Hope organisation. 
‘The Road of Hope’ is a 
Rasharkin based charity 
whose aim is to support 
the children and elderly 
in Eastern Europe, who 
have suffered extreme 
isolation, poverty and trauma as a result of conflict. The shoeboxes, filled with every-day items such as soap and 
facecloths, toothpaste and toothbrushes, hair accessories, small toys and sweets are delivered annually to those 
who wouldn’t otherwise receive a Christmas present. 

This year, an impressive total of 171 shoeboxes were collected by Loreto’s pupils which would, in turn, bring joy 
and hope to those who needed it most this Christmas. Fiona Kelly of the Road of Hope organization paid tribute to 
the members of the Loreto College Social Justice League for their hard work, dedication and concern for others in 
collecting such an impressive number of shoeboxes for the appeal. 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL DRAWS GENEROUS 
LORETO COLLEGE DONATION



68 69

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

St Vincent de Paul 2013 was again 
a tremendous success. With several 
fundraising activities throughout the 
year, our group again ensured that 
Loreto played its part in assisting the 
poor, the homeless and the sick.

A popular activity among the 
members of St Vincent de Paul 
was the weekly visits to Edenmore 
Residential Home. We also visited 
the Brook Residential home close 
to Christmas and sang carols. 
Although some of our singing left 
a lot to be desired, we certainly 
enjoyed ourselves while conversing 
and playing board games with the 
elderly. They had some incredible 
stories and I believe that every 
member of SVP found the visits to 
the Residential Homes to be a very 
fulfilling and rewarding experience.

An annual feature of the St Vincent 
de Paul is the Christmas hamper 
collection. As part of this, every 
form class filled a hamper with non-
perishable food e.g. tins of soup, 
pasta and biscuits. In total thirty-one 
hampers were collected; these were 
then taken in the school minibuses 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL 2013/2014

to the local parishes of St Malachy’s 
and St John’s. The members of 
the local SVP communities in the 
respective parishes are always 
incredibly grateful for these “hamper 
appeals” within the school as it is 
always a reliable source of food for 
those who need it at Christmas time.

The Shortbread Jars were another 
successful fundraiser for the SVP. 
Despite the questionable cooking 
skills of some of our members 
(Sorry, Conor O’Neill…) the pupils 
and teachers of Loreto were very 
generous in buying the shortbread 
filled jars. Indeed many seemed 
to find them useful as last minute 
Christmas presents!

The talented Loreto Choir also 
helped greatly in our fundraising 
attempts. At Christmas they 
travelled to the local Sainsburys 
and sang Christmas Carols for the 
shoppers. Fortunately, the shoppers 
were more than generous in their 
money-giving, so a big thank you 
to the choir, Miss Stewart, Mr 
Gallagher and Mr Gillespie for their 
efforts this year.

Sales of buns and sweets were two 
very popular fundraisers this year. 
The bun sales were carried out in 
the assembly hall at break-time 
and the sweet sales in RE1 made 
possible by a few hours spent after 
school bagging (not eating!) sweets. 

In total our efforts throughout 
the year raised £845.50. All the 
proceeds go to people in need, 
to help with day to day living. The 
money helps pay bills, buy furniture, 
food, school uniforms and fuel. Our 
aim for next year is to increase the 
amount of money raised. 

In essence, I believe that the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society has an 
incredible ability to inspire good 
in others. I myself was inspired to 
join by my grandfather – an active 
member of SVP in his community. 
I would encourage as many people 
as possible to join the SVP, and 
help in its fantastic work in helping 
the poor, the needy and the sick. It 
is a truly worthwhile and humbling 
experience to assist in this work. 

Aidan Boyle, Year 11

Traditional music sessions were held 
on Friday 27th September 2013 to 
raise money for Trocaire. Organised 
in tandem with Comhaltas Ireland 
events, the sessions saw students 
from throughout the College’s age-
range performing in Break and 
Lunchtime sessions, with some help 
from a few, very talented members 
of the teaching staff.

 

TRAD FOR TROCAIRE AT LORETO

Under the leadership of Mrs Maeve 
Close and Mr Gerry McGouran 
- both teachers and musicians 
- and assisted by Vice Principal 
Mr Stephen Gallagher, a range 
of instrumentalists playing fiddle, 
harp, whistle, traditional flute and 
accordion entertained enthusiastic 
audiences, in the College canteen 
at breaktime and lunchtime. The 
musicians were joined by some 
very accomplished Irish dancers, 

who delighted the audience in the 
packed canteen.
 
Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice 
Co-ordinator, was delighted to 
report that the Sessions had raised 
£203.65 for Trocaire. All the staff 
and students who took part in 
the event were congratulated on 
their generosity and musicianship 
by College Principal, Mr Michael 
James.

LORETO COLLEGE SVP 
GROUP HAMPER APPEAL

The St Vincent de Paul Youth Group from Loreto 
College Coleraine completed a busy term of hard work 
in the service of others by collecting and assembling 
Christmas hampers, which were distributed to local 
families in need of some assistance.

Thirty-one large hampers were collected, assembled 
and wrapped by the group, which is composed of some 
very public-spirited senior students, under the leadership 
of Religious Education teacher, Mr Kevin Conroy.  These 
hampers were presented to Sister Anne McLaughlin 
and Mr Luke Mullan, representatives from the Society 
of St Vincent de Paul from St John’s, St Malachy’s and 
Dunboe parishes, Coleraine, who received them with 
great enthusiasm and appreciation, on behalf of the 
families to whom they will be donated. 
 
Mr Michael James, College Principal, paid tribute to 
the students and Mr Conroy for their consideration and 
generosity in encouraging students from throughout the 
school to donate to this excellent cause.
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The St Vincent de Paul group at Loreto College 
presented a cheque to representatives of the Society 
of St Vincent de Paul from St John’s, Dunboe and St 
Malachy’s parishes as the school year drew to an end.

The group, led by RE teacher Mr Kevin Conroy, ran a 
number of fund-raising initiatives this year, as well as 
participating in weekly visits to Edenmore Residential 
Home. 

In the Autumn term, the Loreto SVP group ran its 
annual Christmas hamper collection, with a total 
of 31 hampers being donated to St John’s and St 
Malachy’s parishes in Coleraine. Also at Christmas, 
shortbread jars were sold (containing the culinary 
efforts of SVP group members), while additional funds 
were raised when the Loreto Junior Choir entertained 

Impressive  DONATION FROM LORETO SVP

shoppers in Sainsbury’s with carols.  Throughout 
the year, the SVP group organized bun sales and 
sweet sales, both of which proved very popular with 
students and members of staff.

In total, the SVP group raised £845.50 this year.  All 
the proceeds go to people in need to help with day 
to day living. The money helps pay bills, buy furniture, 
food, school uniforms and fuel. The group members 
aim to raise even more money for this good cause 
next year. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to all the members of the Loreto St Vincent 
de Paul group, and to Mr Conroy, for all their hard 
work, dedication and concern for the welfare of others 
throughout the year.

The Autumn term’s fund-raising 
activities culminated on Thursday 
19th December with the annual 
Mission Day, raising funds for the 
Loreto Missions worldwide. 
 
Loreto’s Mission Day is the 
College’s annual fun day to promote 
fair trade, the Millennium Goals and 
the Loreto Missions worldwide.  The 
day allows students from all year 
groups to become involved in a 
variety of activities such as quizzes, 
sporting challenges and games of 
skill, with the focal point being the 
Loreto Christmas Market in the 
College Hall.  Fair trade gifts, as well 
as pre-loved jewellery and fashion 
accessories were on sale, and for 
some a definite highlight was the 
range of seasonal treats on offer in 
the café run by Year 13 students 

MISSION SALE CONCLUDES BUSY TERM OF
FUND-RAISING AT LORETO COLLEGE

in the College’s Home Economics 
suite.  Students also enjoyed taking 
part in an It’s a Knockout style 
challenge and a table quiz, to say 
nothing of the annual Staff versus 
Year 9 Boys soccer match, which 
took place in a blizzard, and saw a 
1-0 victory for the staff following a 
goal by Mr Deighan!  

In the afternoon, many students 
enjoyed forming a lively audience for 
Loreto’s Got Talent, organised by 
the College’s Head Girl, Rosanna 
McAleese, and Head Boy, Conor 
Anderson, along with an enthusiastic 
team of Senior Prefects. The 
afternoon began with a stunning 
performance by Cahir McLaughlin 
(Year 10), winner of the 2012 Loreto 
X Factor, who released his first 
CD in 2013.  This year’s Loreto’s 

Got Talent competition was tightly 
contested: the winner was Year 12 
student Conall Ennis, another highly 
talented singer, who performed 
highly original acoustic versions of 
two different Katy Perry songs.  The 
runners-up were vocalist Caitlin 
Moore (Year 8) and a group of 
Year 9 students who performed a 
Riverdance-style routine to Gagnam 
Style. An impressive total of just over 
£4000 was raised on the day for the 
Loreto Missions. 
 
College Principal Mr Michael James 
paid tribute to all the students and 
staff who had worked so hard 
in these endeavours, under the 
leadership of Social Justice Co-
ordinator, Mrs Lorraine McCool, 
and Mission Day Co-ordinator, Mrs 
Mabel McAleese.
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A representative of Praxis Care NI 
paid tribute to students and staff 
from Loreto College Coleraine 
who raised money for the charity 
during the Autumn Term through 
a sponsored readathon. 
 
Praxis Care, registered as 
a charity in 1983, is a major 
provider of services for adults 
and children with a learning 
disability, mental ill health, acquired 
brain injury and for older people, 
including people with dementia. The 
group was established in 2002 by 
the merging of 3 well established 
charities in Northern Ireland. 

The Sponsored Read was carried 
out by students from Year 8 -10, 
and those in Year 11-12 who study 
English Literature, in aid of Praxis 
Mental Health Care.  This work 
was reinforced as a result of a talk 
to Year 13 by a representative of 
Praxis to encourage the Year 13 
students to help raise awareness 

PRAXIS CARE thanks LORETO COLLEGE FOR 
FUND-RAISING EFFORTS

of this cause among younger 
students.  This readathon raised 
an impressive total, in addition 
to raising the profile of reading 
for pleasure throughout the year 
groups which took part.   
 
In recognition of the generous 
donation from Loreto College, 
Geraldine Andrews visited the 
College on 16th January 2014, to 
present awards to two students who 
had raised impressive totals through 
the Read It campaign.  Cassie 
McGilligan (Year 9) was presented 
with an iPad in recognition of 

having raised a magnificent total of 
£502.65 while David Brussard (also 
Year 9) received an Activity Pack, 
having raised a very generous £71.  
The overall total raised by Loreto 
College’s students through the 
Praxis Read It initiative was £619.95.
 
Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social Justice 
Co-ordinator, paid tribute to the staff 
and students who had worked hard 
to raise this generous sum in the 
Autumn Term, and thanked Geraldine 
Andrews for her encouragement to 
the students, on behalf of all the staff 
and students of the College.

A student from Loreto received 
a certificate from the Millennium 
Volunteers organisation in recognition 
of time spent in the service of others in 
her local community.
 
Tiarnach Kelly, who is currently in Year 
12, received recognition for spending 
two hundred hours volunteering at the 
Portstewart Malawi Mercy shop, Triangles 
Parishes project, the NI Youth Forum and 
Ulster Delaware Project. Modest about 
her achievement, Tiarnach was presented 
with her two hundred hours community 
volunteering accreditation, at a celebration held in 
Titanic Belfast on Friday 4th April. 
 
Tiarnach was also recently elected to represent the 
young people of the East Londonderry constituency 
in the UK Youth Parliament and the Northern 
Ireland Youth Congress. She commented, “After 
being involved with youth clubs, summer schemes, 

MILLENNIUM VOLUNTEER AWARD FOR LORETO 
COLLEGE STUDENT

leadership training, and events with 
the Youth Forum, I have experience of 
working with all kinds of different people 
in the area. I believe that I can represent 
the views of my peers in matters 
pertaining to young people in my local 
area and I strongly believe that young 
people should be given a voice and 
the opportunity to be heard.”
 
The Millennium Volunteers 
Programme is a UK wide initiative 

designed to promote and recognise 
sustained volunteering among young people aged 
16 -24. The Millennium Volunteers programme was 
launched in Northern Ireland in 1999, and has offered 
opportunities for more than 4000 young people to 
gain their Awards of Excellence. 
 
Mr Michael James, College Principal, commended 
Tiarnach on her quiet, unassuming service and 
congratulated her on this impressive award.
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Loreto students raised a 
magnificent £5386.50 for Trocaire 
during Lent this year - a total which 
will be matched by government 
funding, resulting in a huge 
£10,733.00.  

Students took part in a variety 
of activities to raise money, with 
classes and individual students 
organising to be sponsored for 
walks, runs, skipping sessions, 
silences and so on, and, perhaps 
most popular of all, students paying 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS RAISE Magnificent 
TROCAIRE TOTAL

for the privilege of throwing wet 
sponges at Head of Art & Design, 
Mr Paul Cunning, one very noisy 
lunchtime!  Many students also took 
part in the annual Trocaire Fast, 
and, as Easter approached, several 
classes raffled tickets for hampers 
and baskets of Easter eggs.
Form class collections also took 
place weekly, with prizes awarded 
to the top fund-raising form groups 
in each year.  These prizes went 
to 8D and form teacher Mrs B 
Sweeney, 9E and form teacher Miss 

R Stewart, 10A and form teacher 
Mrs M Close, 11A and form teacher 
Mrs F Pepin, 12A and form teacher 
Mr K Conroy, 13C and form teacher 
Ms S Mullan, and 14D and form 
teacher Mr P Loughran.  The overall 
top class was 8D and their form 
teacher Mrs B Sweeney, raising 
an amazing £634.81.  The top 
individual fund-raiser was Year 10 
student Finn Lestas, who raised a 
tremendous total of £133. 

Mrs Lorraine McCool, Social 

Loreto College held its annual Sports Day on Thursday 19th June.  In addition to the tightly-fought competitive and 
fun sports events, Sports Day at Loreto is traditionally a day of fund-raising.

This year, Loreto students and 
staff supported Leukaemia and 
Lymphoma NI.  In particular, the 
College raised funds to support 
the Moonlight Trek in the Mournes, 
which took place on 20th/21st June.  
An impressive total of £523.20 was 
raised on the day.

The money was presented to Mr 
Clarke Rice and Mrs Alison Rice on 
behalf of all the staff and students 
of Loreto College by Mrs Lorraine 
McCool, Social Justice Co-ordinator, 
and members of the College’s 
Justice League on 25th June.  

LORETO SPORTS DAY raises
LEUKAEMIA AND LYMPHOMA FUNDS

Justice Co-ordinator, paid tribute 
to all students who had contributed 
to Loreto’s annual Trocaire 
collections, and in particular to the 
top fundraisers.  Mrs McCool also 
thanked all members of staff for 
their enthusiasm and dedication, 
which had inspired and encouraged 
students to respond with such 
generosity to Trocaire’s annual 
Lenten appeal.

Some of the Water-themed Trocaire 
activities can be admired here.



76 77

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

MUSIC AND DRAMA

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF MUSIC AND DRAMA

Intrepid reporters Maria McQuillan 

and Louise Hickey headed off to 

encounter the depths and inner 

circles of the showy yet mysterious 

rules of the dramatic and musical 

areas of Loreto and this is what 

they uncovered... The music 

department has been as busy as 

ever, with the school choir taking 

part in multiple festivals, including 

the Bangor Music Festival as well 

as featuring along with our school 

orchestra in the Christmas and 

Spring Concerts. Meanwhile, in 

the Drama Department, a group of 

A Level students braved the cold 

temperatures of early February as 

they put on a unique performance 

of Sweeney Todd on the site of 

the Mussenden Temple while the 

current AS students were busy 

preparing for their pre-Easter 

performances for their exams.

However, the real story is how the 

two departments joined together 

with a stellar cast and crew to put 

on the performance everyone is 

still talking about: The Phantom 

of the Opera. The haunting tune 

of Masquerade is there inside our 

minds - although we still can’t seem 

to get the lyrics right! Although there 

were many bumps in the road, such 

as a particular boy’s attempt to 

apply his own makeup and looking 

like a walking Wotsit, the rush to get 

to stage in time for Prima Donna 

and our own personal experience of 

trying to balance the stage life with 

our school commitments, it was 

still an unforgettable week that the 

school will find difficult to top. And 

so what’s the next production to be 

featured on our stage? Personally, 

we’re hoping it’s Cats!

Maria McQuillan 
and Louise Hickey

Year 13

The cast of the Loreto College production of Phantom of the Opera

A week-long run of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s musical Phantom of 
the Opera was a highlight of the 
Autumn Term at Loreto College, 
from 14th - 18th October 2013. 

Based on a novel by French author 
Gaston Leroux, Phantom of the 
Opera tells a story of romance 
and the supernatural, with a love 
triangle at its heart.  Beautiful young 
singer Christine is torn between the 
handsome young Vicomte Raoul 
de Chagny and the masked ghost 
who haunts the Paris Opera: the 
Phantom.  Phantom of the Opera 
features a score by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and lyrics by Charles Hart 
and Richard Stilgoe.

A matinee for pupils from local 
Primary Schools was followed 
by four evening performances to 
packed houses. The hard-working 
cast, crew and directors of this 
complex, dramatic show provided 
tremendous entertainment for 
all those lucky enough to see it.  
Directed by Mrs Oonah McEwan 
(Head of Drama) and Musical 
Director Mr Stephen Gallagher (Vice 
Principal), Phantom of the Opera 
offered something for everyone: 
drama, pathos, romance, tragedy, 
redemption, and the winning 
through of true love. As Halloween 
approached, the supernatural 
drama of the Phantom of the 
Opera storyline was a fittingly dark, 
dramatic one to send a shiver down 
the spine of every member of the 
capacity audiences to which the 

musical played. Along the way, 
audiences enjoyed some superb 
performances from a cast whose 
levels of talent and dedication belied 
their youthful age. 
 
In the title role of the Phantom 
was Hal McGonigle (Year 13). Hal 
delivered a magnetic performance 
of great dramatic conviction, 
bringing a spine-chilling tension 
and air of mystery to his scenes 
and a wonderful vocal richness to 
some of the show’s best-known 
songs.  Opposite him, in the role of 
Christine, was Sarah-Jayne McGill 
(also Year 13).  Demonstrating an 
amazing vocal range, Sarah-Jayne 
brought a mix of vulnerability and 
strength to the role of Christine, 
making her the convincing central 
figure of the musical’s romantic 
storyline. The romantic duets 
between Sarah-Jayne and Hal were 
remarkable and memorable: the on-
stage chemistry between the two 
adding great dramatic conviction to 
their superb vocal performances.

As Raoul, Connor Dudley-Fergus 
(Year 12) brought an air of romance 
and the dream to the part of the 
young man who falls in love with 
the beautiful opera singer Christine, 
in a performance full of finesse and 
gallantry.  Clodagh Rainey (Year 13) 
played the operatic diva Carlotta 
with a combination of exceptional 
comic timing and impressive vocal 
acrobatics, in a really magnificent 
performance. André and Firmin, the 
two owners of the Opera House 

in which the drama is set, were 
played by Fergus Kelly and Conor 
Anderson (both Year 14), while 
Niall Hunter (Year 12) played the 
role of Piangi: three subtle, clever 
performances combining comedy 
and dramatic intent in the most 
convincing and engaging way. 
Mother and daughter duo Madame 
Giry and Meg Giry were played, 
respectively, by Saryah McCrossan 
and Rosanna McAleese (both Year 
14): two performances of grace and 
vocal excellence as well as a skilful 
portrayal of a mother-daughter 
relationship, showing the bond of 
superstition uniting them.

Other stars of the Loreto production 
of Phantom of the Opera included 
Lucas Levy as Joseph Buquet, 
Rebecca Kealey as the Dresser, 
Ronan McCarry as Reyer, Cormac 
McCarry as Lefevre, Christy 
Laverty as the Auctioneer and 
Damian McGrath as the Porter. 
All six distinguished themselves 
in delicately judged cameo 
performances, keeping dramatic 
and vocal conviction throughout.

This was also a very strong 
ensemble performance.  A cast of 
100 students, ranging from Year 9 
to Year 14, performed numerous 
chorus numbers, often featuring 
complex choreography.  The chorus 
featured a group of ballet dancers, 
led by Rebecca McKillen, alongside 
an impressive tango in Act 2, as 
well as a full four-part harmony 
chorus which showed tremendous 
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stylistic and vocal range through a 
variety of chorus acts.

The Loreto production of Phantom 
of the Opera was also impressive 
in terms of the attention to detail of 
set, lighting, costumes and props, 
all of which served the enhance the 
dramatic impact of the piece and to 
engross the capacity audience to 
which the show played, in a world 
which seemed a million miles away 
from 2013 Coleraine. The gothic-
style stage set and the precarious 
chandelier which loomed above it, 
added to the sense of mystery and 
implicit threat which made the show 
so magical, acting as a foil to the 
outstanding performances from all 
the cast. 

Phantom of the Opera, with its 
dramatic effect and atmosphere 
of forbidden love against the 
odds, was a haunting, memorable 
show as the Halloween break 
approached. With well-known 
songs such as The Music of the 
Night, All I Ask Of You, Wishing 
You Were Somehow Here Again 
and the Phantom’s own dramatic 
theme, the Loreto production was 
truly outstanding, and was greeted 
deservedly with standing ovations 
after every performance. 
 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
all members of the cast, crew, 
orchestra, backstage and front 
of house teams and in particular 

to members of staff Mrs Oonah 
McEwan (Director), Mr Stephen 
Gallagher (Musical Director), Mrs 
Katrina Brolly (Costumes Manager), 
Mrs Lorraine McCool (Props 
Manager), Mr Paul Cunning and Mr 
Raymond McKay (Set Designers 
and Scenic Artists), Ms Julie Wilson 
(Stage Manager) and Mr Peter 
Loughran (Assistant Stage Manager) 
and all the many backstage helpers, 
on a production of an exceptionally 
high standard, which made it feel as 
though the West End had come to 
Coleraine for one magical October 
week.

All photos accompanying 
this article are by Keith Elgin

The Ballet Dancers from the Loreto production 
of Phantom of the Opera

The Male Chorus of our production of
Phantom of the Opera

Hal McGonigle as the Phantom 
and Sarah-Jayne McGill as Christine in 

our production of Phantom of the Opera

Scenes from the Loreto production of Phantom of the Opera, featuring Clodagh Rainey as Carlotta, 
Niall Hunter as Piangi, Fergus Kelly as André, Conor Anderson as Firmin, Cormac McCarry as Lefevre 

and Ronan McCarry as Reyer.

A scene from the Loreto College production of Phantom of the Opera, featuring Saryah McCrossan as Madame 
Giry, Rosanna McAleese as Meg, Connor Dudley-Fergus as Raoul, Fergus Kelly as André, Conor Anderson as 

Firmin, and Clodagh Rainey as Carlotta. Also in the photo are Eunan Brown, Callum McCarthy and the Company.
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And so it began. The cast gathered 
in the bustling music room for our 
first rehearsal.  The air was full of 
excitement as discussions on every 
aspect of the show commenced: 
the leads, the chorus, the dancers, 
the music, the costumes, the set... 
this was going to be a show to 
remember.

However, amongst the noise was 
a hidden silence of uncertainty that 
we can all now admit, even Mrs 
McEwan was having her doubts. 
Mr Gallagher began conducting the 
room (not literally) by separating 
us into groups and getting straight 
into the score, no messing about! 
A few raised eyebrows and giggles 
soon spread around the crowd as 
we quickly realised the mammoth 
nature of the task ahead. It 
was a frantic morning, although 
composure soon settled as the 
work began.  The first rehearsal was 
on the last day of the summer term, 
just to give us a taster. And that 
was it, at least for most, “See you 
in September!” But not for me: no I 
was just getting started.

As I was not the most experienced 
man for the role, a lot of preparation 
was down to me. I attended regular 
rehearsals with both vocal coach 
Peter Wilson and Mr Gillespie over 
the summer months. Sarah and I 
met a number of times, watching 
the 25th anniversary DVD, analysing 
every aspect of the performances 
in order to achieve perfection. I was 

always aware that my casting was 
a risk, so I saw it as a challenge as 
well as a duty, one which required 
commitment and hard work to 
achieve perfection: but I was not 
settling for anything less. 

As the school routine commenced 
once more, the action packed 
days continued; we soon became 
accustomed to the plans, patience 
and power required to get through 
this show. The division of the 
cast soon was in place so each 
teacher involved could begin to 
focus on the various choruses and 
scenes in order to get Phantom 
underway. I spent time researching 
and listening to Phantoms who 
had played the West End. He is a 
complex character and I wanted 
to portray the hard and soft side of 
his personality; the audience had to 
both hate him and empathise with 
him.  The scenes I played alone 
were the most difficult as it was up 
to me to sell the stage. I had no-

THe PHantom RememBers...

one else to play opposite to conjure 
up the feeling and mood of the 
situation: a daunting task.

Not one member of the leading 
cast will ever forget the first night 
with the orchestra for whom playing 
this particular score was a first, but 
we were immediately stunned. The 
emotion portrayed by their music 
was unexpected and for some 
overwhelming, a moment of awe 
silenced the room, activating goose 
bumps.  

Although the final product was 
certainly one to remember, no 
member of the audience can truly 
have known the effort put in by all 
the cast members; the sacrifices 
made and dedication required were 
difficult as well as exhausting.  But 
when that first note played and the 
lights came up, this was what we 
had been waiting for.

Hal McGonigle Year 13
(aka The Phantom)

Many people commonly assume 
that Loreto’s productions are all 
a bit of craic, but let me open up 
your eyes to the world of show 
business.  The complimentary 
access to the VIP area of Mr 
Gallagher’s room, complete with 
brownies and chocolate cake, is a 
limited pleasure.  You have to learn 
to strip off in 8 seconds in the props 
room, fearing that any young man 
may barge in at any moment, AND 
you lose your self-respect when 
you flash your bloomers nightly in 
Il Muto to the boys’ chorus. I hope 
they’re not all scarred.

With the show came a new-found 
popularity, even though it was 
short-lived.  I was known as The 
Banshee of the Opera to the first 
and second years, but unfortunately 
not every pupil in the school can be 
a fan.  People actually stopped and 
said hello to me on the corridor: I 
was high on life.  Chrissy D, Piangi 
and I even found ourselves at a 
photo-shoot in Belfast, and had to 
be escorted to the minivan with our 
bodyguard PC.

As Monday 14th October loomed 
closer and closer, I found myself 
turning to downing Rescue 
Remedy, in an attempt to battle my 
nerves.  My arms were seized, my 
nose was pinched and my jaw was 
thrust open as the much-dreaded 
poison of the performing world 
(lemon and honey) slugged its way 
down my throat.  Phantom voices 
taunted me every night: “It’s not 
that bad, Clodagh, stop making a 
scene.” Um… hello?  I am Loreto’s 
Prima Donna: where I go, drama 
follows.  I’m just following where the 
limelight leads me.  #dowhatIwant

In all seriousness, I feel for those 
who witnessed my horrid attempts 
at downing it every night.  It was like 
a scene from The Exorcist: my face 
shriveled up like a prune, out came 
the tongue, and God knows what 
my hands did.

Luckily, to help me deal with the 

A week tHrougH the eyes of a Prima Donna
stress of the week of the show, the 
school imported some slaves from 
Glenullin and Ballycastle, to help 
me get changed between scenes.  
In all seriousness, if it wasn’t for 
Clodagh, Claire and Hannah, 
Carlotta could have been on stage 
in tracksuit bottoms, a hoodie 
and a beanie.  I even managed to 
stress them out every night, due 
to my accurate time-keeping skills.  
Those of you who know me, know 
of my obsession with makeup.  I 
spent so long perfecting other cast 
members’ eye makeup that I had 
ten minutes to get changed, do my 
own hair and makeup and get my 
mic!  That fan of mine certainly did 
come in handy!

The Monday Matinee brought 
butterflies to the entire cast.  It was 
the much-dreaded performance to 
the Primary Schools, and my own 
Primary School, St Columba’s, 
didn’t even show up to support 
their Evil Queen of Primary Seven.  
Monday was the first proper run-
through for all the cast with the 
orchestra, conducted by the well-
tuned ear of Loreto’s answer to 
Andrew Lloyd-Webber, Gally-G.

As the overture played, I silently 
prayed I would croak only in Il Muto 
and that I wouldn’t trip and send 
Sally-Ann, my beheaded friend, 
flying into the orchestra-pit.  Hearing 
that last note of the trumpet, I 
straightened my posture and 
gave the thumbs-up to Cara, who 
opened the curtains perfectly every 
time.  I have never experienced 
nerves like it!  Being out on stage 
alone, with all eyes and ears 
focused on you, is not a pleasant 
experience.  Believe it or not, I hate 
singing in front of people, and I 
was physically shaking throughout 
the first two performances of the 
opening.  All that went through my 
head was “What if I mess up?  What 
will I do?”  Luckily, I only appeared 
to burst a few eardrums during the 
Matinee, and after performing to an 
audience for the first time, I began 
to enjoy the rest of the experience 

of being on stage every night.

The Rainey clan was present in the 
audience on Tuesday’s Opening 
Night and on Thursday, so those 
nights had me especially jittery.  I 
hoped, as I emerged from the 
wings, with Sally-Ann, during the 
overture, that I wouldn’t notice my 
family and friends.  That is when I 
noticed my Aunt Mary in the third 
row.  She bolted out of her seat and 
started to wave her arms frantically 
in the air, elbowing my Uncle in 
the jaw.  I started to snigger as 
soon as I saw her mouthing her 
catchphrase, “Oh Sacred Heart!”  It 
was too hard to keep my sniggers 
in, but luckily it sounded as if my 
microphone was having a seizure 
instead.

It was on Tuesday that I stood on 
the X mark on the floor, serenading 
Fergus, whilst waiting for my 
impending doom, of a piece of 
set falling from the ceiling.  What 
can I say?  It’s all a ploy to help 
Christine.  I waited for what seemed 
a lifetime and the pole appeared to 
have stage fright.  I automatically 
channelled my inner diva, and 
fainted.  As I lay helplessly flopped 
out on the stage, I witnessed the 
greed in the Chorus Girls’ eyes 
every night, praying that they would 
have the chance to step forward 
and be the new Prima Donna.  The 
back-up plan never had a chance 
to take shape.  Sorry, Damian: 
maybe next time.  Thankfully, 
everyone carried on as normal and 
the audience just thought, “It’s 
no wonder that girl with the head 
fainted, after wailing for so long.”  
I actually bruised my kneecap 
for your entertainment, you cold-
hearted mongrels!

My two favourite scenes in the 
whole show were Il Muto and 
the Don Juan rehearsal scene.  I 
laughed faithfully behind my fan 
with Sarah and Niamh every time 
we performed it, and had to bite 
my gum so hard when my wig fell 
off in the middle of the scene, to try 
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not to snort with laughter.  The Don 
Juan scene was so much fun to act 
as well.  It allowed Niall and me just 
to go totally mental, and I think that 
the number of facial expressions 
pulled in that scene alone is a prime 
contribution to the two wrinkles now 
living in the middle of my forehead!

The craic we had backstage every 
night was what made the show 
for me.  To be honest, I can’t even 
remember half of what went on, only 
that I was repeatedly ordered to 
keep silent.  Nevertheless, it was an 
impossible task, and I just couldn’t 
make any promises which I wouldn’t 
keep… including cleaning the 
Drama Theatre after several feasts.

By Friday night, the words to 
Masquerade still felt like Chinese, 
and everyone, particularly the 
Upper and Lower Sixths, couldn’t 
believe that this was our last Loreto 
musical.  As the vocal chords were 
warmed, and the final remnants of 
the good luck cards read out, there 
were a few runny noses backstage.  
I was properly gutted that it was 
all over.  After all the rehearsals 
after school and on Sundays, I had 
got myself into a routine of skiving 
homework, gorging on multiple 
takeaways and cackling hysterically 
with my fellow cast members.  It 
was brilliant: but it was over.

As the Overture played for the 
final time, I took a deep breath 
and told myself just to enjoy the 
final performance.  Everyone really 
gave it their all on Friday, and I had 
tears in my eyes by the curtain 
calls.  My time on the stage was 
over and I am so glad that I had 
the opportunity to experience it as 
a lead, even though it was such 
hard work.  I still get the odd stare 
from the first years, and I don’t 
really have the excuse to shove 
them into bins and roll them down 
the Chicken Run any more.  Which 
is a shame.  But I never did that 
anyway…

Clodagh Rainey Year 13
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Our traditional musicians and Irish dancers brightened up many school events this year - the Spring Concert, 
Loreto’s Got Talent, school Liturgies and fundraisers.  Not only are these talented people great performers - many 
of them are competition winners too!

Several Loreto students took part in the World Irish Dancing Championships in Killarney at Easter, and won prizes.  
Among them, Susan McKendry (Year 9) got an overall third place, which was a really outstanding achievement.

TRADITIONAL MUSIC AND IRISH DANCING

Traditional Group 2013-2014

School Orchestra 2013-2014 with Mr Gallagher

Some outstanding young musicians were presented with awards to mark their attainment of distinction in music 
examinations. The Loreto Music Department awarded Music prizes at the College Assembly to six students, who 
had gained a distinction in their music examinations in the last school year. 

The Trinity Piano Cup was presented 
to Donal Close, while the Trinity 
Singing Cup was presented to Niamh 
Morrison.  Distinction Award shields 
were presented to Aoife Bradley and 
Aoife Boorman (Grade 4 Singing), 
David Brussard (for distinction in 
saxophone) and Eva McGrath-Olivan 
(for distinction in violin).

Miss Roisin Stewart, Head of Music, 
congratulated all six students on 
these wonderful achievements.  Mr 
Michael James, College Principal, 
paid tribute to the six students, their 
instrumental and singing tutors and 
the entire Music Department for their 
dedication and enthusiasm.

Distinction AWARDS PRESENTED
TO LORETO COLLEGE MUSICIANS
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The feast of Christmas was marked 
in Loreto College with the annual 
Evening of Christmas Music, 
organised by the College’s Music 
Department, and held in the College 
Hall on the evening of Thursday 
12th December. 
 
The Evening of Christmas Music 
featured some dramatic, thought-
provoking readings and reflections, 
performed by Rosanna McAleese, 
Emma Crossley, Eve Gardiner and 
Ben Levy.  There was also a range 
of performances by the Senior and 
Junior Choirs, under the direction of 
Choirmaster Mr Howard Gillespie, 
School Orchestra, conducted by 
Head of Music Miss Roisin Stewart, 
and several small vocal ensembles 
drawn from the members of both 
choirs, all skilfully accompanied by 
pianists Ben Levy and Rachel Kelly.

Memorable seasonal vocal 
solos were performed by Jamie 
McGuinness, Caitlin Martin, 
Flynn Faith-Crothers and Roisin 

McMurrough, Sarah Jayne McGill, 
Niamh Cunning, Victoria Tsang 
and Anna Morrison.  The evening 
concluded with a stunning rendition 
of O Holy Night by the combined 
Senior and Junior Choirs, with 
soloist Rebecca Kealey.  

The Christmas concert provided a 
peaceful interlude of reflection in 

the busy preparation period for the 
Christmas festivities. Mr Michael 
James, Loreto Principal, paid tribute 
to all those involved in preparing the 
Carol Services, in particular to the 
Music department, and to all the 
staff and students who put so much 
time and effort into the creation 
of such an uplifting and reflective 
evening.

LORETO COLLEGE Celebrates CHRISTMAS
WITH CAROL CONCERT
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Just after Christmas, Loreto College’s 
Deputy Head Boy, Ben Levy, gained 
Distinction in the ATCL Diploma 
qualification in Classical Singing.

No stranger to success in Music 
and Drama, Ben had previously 
completed the LCM Diploma in 
Classical Singing, along with the 

DIPLOMA Distinction 
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

ALCM in Musical Theatre.  He also 
holds Grade 8 qualifications in 
both Piano and Musical Theatre, 
as well as Grade 6 Theory.  
Unsurprisingly, Ben is completing 
A Level Music, alongside English 
Literature, French and Spanish, and 
aims to study Music at University 
once he completes his studies at 
Loreto.  In the prestigious ATCL 
Diploma, which he took just 
before Christmas, Ben gained a 
magnificent 84 marks out of 100.

As if all this were not enough, in 
2013 Ben set up his own Musical 
Theatre company, having gained 
great experience in the Riverside 
Youth Theatre, initially as a student 
and subsequently as a tutor.  The 
Lights Up Theatre Company staged 
a memorable performance of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Joseph 
in August 2013, playing to packed 
houses in the Riverside Theatre.  
Later in 2014, Lights Up will perform 

Fame: the Musical - showing 
that Ben is keen to keep up the 
momentum of performance and 
development in musical theatre.  
Ben also teaches Piano, Singing 
and Musical Theatre, and currently 
finds time to work with as many as 
fifteen students in addition to his 
busy schedule at Loreto.

Modest about his success, Ben 
paid tribute to Mr Peter Wilson, his 
tutor for Singing, Piano and Musical 
Theatre, for his tireless assistance 
and guidance over many years, as 
well as to the Loreto College Music 
Department for their support and 
advice.  Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, congratulated Ben on this 
outstanding achievement, on behalf 
of all the staff and students of the 
College.  Mr James paid tribute 
to Ben’s hard work and tireless 
enthusiasm, as well as his endless 
generosity in participating in school 
life.

In June 2013 I was accepted onto a Big Band Day 
event at Ronnie Scott’s Jazz club, London. The idea 
was that I would play the trumpet, Jazz and Blues style! 
When I arrived on the Sunday morning there were 15 
young people from all over the UK warming up their 
musical instruments- I was the only person from Ireland, 
let alone Northern Ireland! I also discovered that we 
were going to play for 30 minutes to the live Ronnie 
Scott’s Jazz Club that evening from 7 to 7.30pm, so 
the pressure was on. 

We spent the day practising our routine, with a lot of 
laughter and chatter. I made friends with people from 
Scotland, Yorkshire and London, with whom I still keep 
in touch. When the lights finally went down that evening, 
and the show began, everyone was a bag of nerves. 
We all had collective pieces and individual pieces. It was 
the experience of a lifetime and I thought it couldn’t get 
better BUT as I was leaving, the musical director asked 
if I would return in September for a weekend. There was 
to be another music camp in Ronnie Scott’s again, and 

then the group would play in the London Jazz Festival 
at the Barbican Centre. Well, I really didn’t have to think 
too long about my answer - I was just delighted!

So, not long after starting back in first term I was off 
again to London. This time I knew two of the other 
people from my group in June. Again we spent all day 
rehearsing, chatting and laughing. We were going to 
be on stage at 4.30pm - so at 2.30pm blackened out 
SUVs arrived to take us to the Barbican! That was very 
exciting for all of us. When we arrived at the Barbican, 
the theatre was full and when we set up we were on 
stage. I was playing with 3 other trumpeters as well 
as an individual improvised piece and we just had a 
really fun time. The audience were really warm and 
supportive. Sadly, there was little time for goodbyes as 
I needed to leave really quickly to catch my flight home 
for school the next morning. A real experience I won’t 
forget and an opportunity to meet some wonderful 
friends. 

Finn Lestas
Year 10

A Jazzy TIME IN LONDON

As their schoolmates were huddled 
in warm classrooms, a group of 
hardy A-Level Theatre Studies 
students from Loreto College 
braved icy conditions to put on a 
unique performance at the National 
Trust’s Mussenden Temple. 

The stunning historical setting 
was the perfect backdrop for 
this outstanding group of Loreto 
College’s most talented students 
to stage their original drama 
performance, an integral part of 
their A Level examination.  With 
a script which they had written 
themselves, under the guidance 
of Loreto’s Head of Drama, Mrs 
Oonah McEwan, along with support 
from a group of Year 12 students, 
the sixth-formers put on a piece 
adapted from Sweeney Todd, the 
gruesome Victorian murder story.  
Ben Levy accompanied on the 
piano from Stephen Sondheim’s 
musical adaptation during the 

COLD-BLOODED Murder  BRINGS DRAMA
TO A CHILLY MUSSENDEN

singing parts, risking frostbite in 
his fingers as he kept up the high 
quality of playing. 

The students out-did themselves, 
excelling in dramatic performance.  
Rosanna McAleese delivered an 
intense performance as the tragic 
Lucy, victim of a life-wrecking 
wronging by an evil judge, played 
by the equally convincing Conor 
Anderson, whose wonderful singing 
echoed round the Temple.  One 
could not fail to be moved by 
Fergus Kelly’s portrayal of Benjamin 
Barker, the anti-hero of the piece.  
Light relief was provided with 
superb comic touches from the 
excellent Olivia McCullough and 
Chloe McIntyre.  The curved walls 
of the building provided the perfect 
acoustic atmosphere to compliment 
Rosanna and Olivia’s singing.  The 
imaginative script combined with 
excellent singing and outstanding 
dramatic performance served to 

showcase the impressive skills and 
talent of the students. 

Use of unique locations is a new 
departure for the College’s Drama 
department, and they are very 
grateful to the National Trust for 
their permission and support in 
using Mussenden Temple.  The 
spectacular cliff-top location, 
combined with the atmospheric 
interior of the folly, gave the 
students an added lift to their 
performances, and made it a day 
to remember.  The near-freezing 
temperatures endured for several 
hours will not easily be forgotten 
either, with the students showing 
admirable resilience while wearing 
flimsy evening dresses and 
lightweight clothing.  In the end it 
was the drama that won the day, 
with outstanding performances 
from the examination students and 
excellent support from the Year 
12s.
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Loreto College’s Choirs, under the 
baton of Choirmaster Mr Howard 
Gillespie and assisted by Mrs 
Annie Sharkey, had an excellent 
competition season, winning 
awards at the annual Ballymena 
Music Festival and Bangor 
International Choral Festival. 
 
The Loreto Year 11 Vocal Ensemble 
took first place in its class in the 
Ballymena Festival, performing a 

LORETO CHOIRS HITTING High  NOTES

memorable medley of songs from 
Les Miserables, for which they 
had developed accompanying 
choreography themselves, winning 
high praise from the adjudicators. 
Meanwhile the Loreto Junior Choir 
also impressed the Ballymena 
festival adjudicators, taking second 
place in its class.  A few weeks later, 
the Junior Choir followed this up 
with a second place award at the 
Bangor International Choral Festival. 

The choir members were delighted 
with their success as well as 
being excited at the prospect of 
showcasing their success at the 
Spring Concert.  The students and 
their teachers were congratulated 
by College Principal Mr Michael 
James on their dedication, 
teamwork and enthusiasm 
throughout their many months of 
hard work and rehearsals.

As the Spring Term drew to a close, 
Loreto College held its annual 
Spring Concert, showcasing the 
talent of the school’s many vocal 
and instrumental ensembles and 
soloists, along with its Irish dancers.

Always a highlight of Loreto 
Concerts, the School Orchestra 
opened the evening, performing a 
varied repertoire, from the Baroque 
period to the present day.  Lively 
instrumental performances were 
also provided by Loreto’s two 
traditional ensembles: Seisear, a 
group which had made its school 
debut at the annual Christmas 
Talent Contest, composed of 
students Donal Close, Fearghal 
Close, Shea McTaggart, Conor 
Pauling, Cahir McLaughlin and 
Cianan Mooney, and the larger 
traditional ensemble drawn from 
throughout the school’s year 
groups.  Audiences were also 
delighted by piano solos by Rachel 
O’Kane and Rachel Kelly, and a 
harp duet by Caoimhe Cooke and 
Cariosa O’Harte.  

A lively addition was provided to the 
programme by the College’s three 

LORETO COLLEGE MARKS 
EASTER WITH Spring CONCERT

traditional Irish Dancing groups, 
which demonstrated a variety of 
styles of Irish dancing, from Feis 
Dancing, to Festival Dancing, to 
Set Dancing, combining skilled 
footwork and colourful costumes in 
performances which were at once 
technically adept and joyfully life-
affirming. 

As always, the Loreto Senior 
and Junior choirs performed with 
great distinction in a very varied 
programme: along with the Year 
11 Vocal Ensemble, which featured 
soloists Hannah McMullan and 
Connor Dudley-Fergus.  The Year 
11 Ensemble and Junior Choir 
have had a busy Spring Term, 
bringing home First and Second 
place awards from the Ballymena 
and Bangor International Choral 
Festivals.  Vocal solos were 
performed with breathtaking 
distinction by Ben Levy, Jamie 
McGuinness, Sarah-Jayne McGill, 
Rebecca Kealey and Anna Brolly.  
For many, a highlight of the evening 
came with the performance by 
Loreto’s answer to Il Divo, the Vocal 
Ensemble of Hal McGonigle, Eunan 

Brown and Connor Dudley-Fergus: 
a stylish, skilled and spine-tingling 
performance of Morricone’s Nelle 
Fantasia.

In their first public engagement, 
Loreto’s new Head Girl and Head 
Boy, Rebecca-Jayne McKillen and 
Conor O’Neill, spoke on behalf of 
the College to pay tribute to all the 
ensemble and solo performers, and 
to the College’s Music Department.  
Tribute was paid to Miss Roisin 
Stewart, Head of Music, Mr 
Stephen Gallagher, Vice Principal 
and Music Teacher, Mr Howard 
Gillespie, Choirmaster and Singing 
Tutor, Mrs Annie Sharkey, Piano 
Tutor and Choir Assistant, and to all 
those who had assisted in preparing 
the evening’s performances.  
Congratulations were also offered 
to teachers Mrs Maeve Close and 
Mrs Geraldine Diamond for their 
work with the traditional musicians 
and Irish Dancers, and to all the 
staff and students who had worked 
hard to prepare and decorate the 
College Hall for such a pleasant, 
uplifting evening of music and 
dance in celebration of Easter and 
of Springtime. 

The Senior Choir, with accompanist Ben Levy Year 11 Ensemble

The Junior Choir
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LOOKING AHEAD

SIXTH FORMERS PUT TO THE TEST AT LORETO 
COLLEGE TRIAL INTERVIEW EVENING

Loreto College held its 32nd annual 
Trial Interview evening on Thursday 
24th October 2013, organised by 
the College’s Careers Department.  
The purpose of the Trial Interview 
evening is to provide final-year A 
Level students with an opportunity 
of experiencing the interview 
situation and of benefiting from the 
constructive criticism and advice of 
the interview panel.  Each student 
presents himself or herself for one 
interview in his or her chosen career 

area; after some debate among the 
interviewing panel, he or she is then 
provided with feedback on both 
their performance at interview and 
also on the opportunities available in 
that area of employment.

A total of twenty interview panels, 
made up of almost fifty interviewers 
from a wide range of professional 
and academic disciplines, and 
including numerous former students 
of Loreto College, provided the 

students with 
advice, feedback 
and the benefit 
of their expertise.   
Mrs Stacey 
Mellon, Careers 
Teacher at 
Loreto College, 
commented 
that the evening 
had been a 
highly beneficial 

and interesting opportunity for the 
students involved, and was grateful 
for the input of the members of the 
interviewing panels. She added 
that the event had helped forge 
the College’s links with the wider 
community, helping the students in 
the development of life-skills as well 
as contributing to their preparation 
for further study and employment in 
their chosen career area.   
 
Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, commended the sixth 
form students on their conscientious 
efforts in presenting themselves for 
their interviews, and paid tribute to 
the Careers Department and the 
Interview Panel members for their 
hard work in the successful running 
of the event.

All Year 8 students at Loreto College 
took part in a workshop organised 
by Young Enterprise Northern 
Ireland on Tuesday 5th November 
2013. Entitled “Your School, Your 
Business”, the workshop seeks to 
facilitate the transition from junior to 
senior school for the students, as 
well as fostering in them a sense of 
business and enterprise awareness.  
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland 
conducts seminars in the classroom 
that focus on skills the students will 
need to be successful in their new 
school - skills like communication 
and team work.  These skills will also 
be invaluable to students who hope 
to enter an entrepreneurial career 
area later in life. 
 
During the course of the workshop, 

ENTREPRENEURIAL Experience  FOR LORETO 
                       FIRST YEARS

the first year students were also 
given the opportunity to work with 
sixth form students - the senior 
students shared their expertise 
and experience with their junior 
counterparts, helping to teach them 
new skills as well as facilitating the 
familiarisation process for the junior 
students at their first term at Loreto 
College. 
 
Karen Murphy, Young Enterprise 
Training Manager, commented, 
“Our aim is to make school as 
positive an experience as possible 
for these young people.  The skills 
they learn now can be applied 
in any new experience, and will 
therefore help them prepare for 
success in their working life when 
the time comes.” 

Young Enterprise Northern Ireland 
is a cross-community not-for-profit 
organisation, dedicated to inspiring 
young people to develop attitudes 
and skills for personal success, 
life-long learning and employability 
through participation in practical 
business programmes.  

Mrs Stacey Mellon, Employability 
and Learning for Life and Work 
Co-ordinator, commented on 
the excellence of the seminar 
programme experienced by the 
Year 8 students, which had proved 
highly beneficial in developing their 
awareness of entrepreneurial skills 
and employability, and paid tribute 
to the Workshop Co-ordinator, 
Ms Shaunagh Brolly of Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland.
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The annual Open Day was held at 
Loreto on the morning of Saturday 
11th January, drawing a large 
number of prospective students and 
their parents from throughout the 
College’s extensive catchment area. 
 
Following an address by College 
Principal, Mr Michael James, 
Primary 6 and 7 students and their 
parents, as well as prospective sixth 
formers, were given the opportunity 
to explore the school, benefiting 
from the experience of members 
of the teaching staff and a number 
of current Loreto students - from 
both Junior and Senior forms - in 
order to form an accurate picture 
of what life as a Loreto student 
entails.  Visitors to the College were 
treated to a variety of stimulating 
displays, from performances by 

OPEN DAY Highlights EXCELLENCE AND OPPORTUNITY             
                           AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

the traditional Irish group and the 
singing ensembles, and displays of 
talent by several groups of Drama 
students to “hands-on” contact in 
Computer Studies, Science and 
Technology. 
 
For some the highlight of the 
morning was a visit to the 
College’s state of the art Sports 
Hall and Technology Suite.  Others 
were delighted by the cookery 
demonstration in the College’s 
Home Economics department - 
especially as many of the culinary 
treats on show could be sampled!   
 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto, commented: ‘On our Open 
Day, we were keen to stress that 
a whole range of opportunities is 
open to any student who applies 

for a place at Loreto College.  
We are well equipped to offer all 
our students the possibility of 
excellence in a whole range of 
academic and extra-curricular 
areas.  The students who helped 
to introduce our school to visitors 
on Open Day are themselves a 
fine example of the ethos of hard 
work, excellence and community 
spirit which makes Loreto College 
unique.’ 
 
With all academic departments 
and many extra-curricular activities 
represented during the Open Day, 
the event was a very successful 
one, building on the College’s 
links with the local community and 
encouraging many young people to 
apply for a place in the Year 8 Class 
of 2014 and 2015.
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All Year 10 students from Loreto 
College participated in a half-day 
STEM Career Roadshow, presented 
by Sentinus with NIE, on Tuesday 
14th January 2014.

This programme supports learning 
in Science, Technology and Maths 
at Key Stage 3 by engaging 
students in a series of STEM 
based problem solving challenges. 
Through participation in the 
practical activities pupils enhance 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Enjoy SENTINUS ROADSHOW

their knowledge of Science, 
Technology and Maths, develop 
team working, time management, 
creative thinking and presentation 
skills.

The theme of the Roadshow 
was Electrical Engineering and 
Renewables.  A few employees 
from Power NI were present to talk 
about their career paths, while the 
students got involved in a group-
based competitive challenge, 

building a generator.  

Mrs Stacey Mellon, speaking on 
behalf of the Loreto College Careers 
Department, commended the Year 
10 students on their enthusiastic 
participation in the Roadshow, 
while Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, paid tribute to the 
Sentinus Team, the school’s 
Careers Department and Science, 
Maths and Technology teachers 
who had assisted on the day.  

Loreto played host to a ‘Moving 
On’ target-setting workshop for all 
Year 8 students on the morning of 
Tuesday 28th January. 
 
Entitled ‘Target Setting and Self 
Evaluation Term 2, Moving On’, the 
workshop was run by Miss Belinda 
Toner, Vice Principal and by a team 
of Year 8 form tutors, alongside 
Head of RE Mrs Siobhan McCarry.  

The Year 8 students worked 
through a series of activities through 
the course of a busy and enjoyable 

LORETO YEAR 8 STUDENTS ‘MOVING ON’

afternoon.  These included team-
building and problem-solving, 
discussion of the qualities of a good 
leader and how these might be 
attained, and learning to see school 
as a community and become more 
involved in school life.  The students 
were assisted in the challenges of 
the afternoon by a group of mentors 
from Year 13, an excellent example 
for the first year students of young 
people who had successfully 
negotiated the challenges of the 
junior years relatively recently.  All 
Year 8 students had set themselves 

personal and academic targets in 
September, during their first days 
at Loreto College the workshop 
was a perfect opportunity for them 
to reassess and reconsider these 
targets and how far they had 
progressed towards making these 
aspirations happen. 
 
At the end of the morning, the 
students enjoyed a presentation of 
photographs which showed them 
enjoying a range of activities in their 
first five months at Loreto College, 
testimony itself of the progress they 

have already made and how well they have settled into 
school life.

Miss Belinda Toner commended the Year 8 students 
on their enthusiastic participation in the afternoon’s 
activities, and paid tribute to the Year 13 mentors 
and the team of teachers who had led the workshop, 
commenting that it had been a very successful, 
productive and enjoyable event. Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, paid tribute to all the members of staff 
who had led the workshop, as well as to the Year 13 
mentors and the Year 8 students for their enthusiastic 
participation.
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All Year 12 students took part in 
a Success Skills workshop on 
Tuesday 25th February. 
 
Organised by the Careers 
Department in conjunction with 
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland, 
the workshop asked students 
the question: ‘How prepared are 
you for the future?’ Putting the 
students’ GCSE studies and post-
16 decisions into the context of 
preparing for the world of work, 
developing employability skills and 
trying to give themselves that extra 
‘edge’ to help them get their dream 
job.  

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

GAIN THE Skills TO SUCCEED

The workshop, led by Shaunagh 
Brolly and Emma Günes of Young 
Enterprise Northern Ireland, aimed 
to help students to improve their 
employability skills and capabilities 
for life at school, for their careers 
and for the world of work.  Activities 
carried out in groups included an 
opportunity for students to analyse 
their own learning styles, explore 
employment opportunities, and get 
to grips with some of the realities 
of career development, such as 
completing application forms 
and experiencing a job interview 
situation. Students were also given 
the opportunity to consider their 
own strengths and areas of interest, 
and match these to potential career 
areas. 

Miss Maria Flannelly, Head of 
Careers, and Mrs Stacey Mellon, 
Employability Co-ordinator, agreed 
that the workshop had been a 
very valuable opportunity for the 
students to put their GCSE studies 
into the context of preparation 
for the world of work and to 
assess their own qualities and 
aspirations with a future career 
plan in mind.  Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, paid tribute to 
Miss Flannelly and Mrs Mellon as 
well as to Shaunagh Brolly and 
Emma Günes of Young Enterprise 
Northern Ireland, adding that they 
had run an event of tremendous 
benefit and value to all Year 12 
students.

All Year 9 students took part in an 
Entrepreneurship Masterclass run 
by Young Enterprise NI on Tuesday 
29th April.
 
The half-day programme aimed 
to provide students with an 
understanding of what is involved 
in setting up and running a 
business.  In the course of the 
workshop, students engaged in 
activities designed to give them an 
understanding of the skills, attitudes 
and behaviours of entrepreneurs 
and an opportunity to consider self-
employment as a career option. The 
activities in which the students took 
part were designed to help foster 
their inspiration, enthusiasm and 
vision as well as to develop their 
entrepreneurial skills. 
 
Karen McShane, of Young 
Enterprise NI, and Maria McLaughlin 
of the Northern Bank, who led 
the masterclass, commented 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP Masterclass FOR 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

that the Year 9 students had 
participated with great enthusiasm 
and had shown great promise 
and determination in the activities 
throughout the workshop.  Mrs 
Stacey Mellon, Citizenship and 
Employability Co-ordinator, paid 
tribute to the course leaders and 
to the Year 9 students following 

a lively, enjoyable and stimulating 
day’s active learning.  Mr Michael 
James, College Principal, 
commended Mrs Mellon, who had 
organised the day, along with the 
course leaders and the Year 9 
students for their enthusiastic and 
constructive participation in such a 
memorable day of learning.
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Primary Six pupils from twenty 
schools enjoyed Taster Mornings at 
Loreto College Coleraine towards 
the end of May, exploring a range of 
activities on offer at this prestigious 
Voluntary Grammar School. 
 
Pupils from all twenty schools: 
D. H. Christie Memorial PS 
Coleraine, Crossroads PS Kilrea,  
Gaelscoil Neachtain, St Aidan’s 
PS, St Anthony’s PS, St Brigid’s 
PS Ballymoney, St Canice’s 
PS Dungiven, St Colum’s PS 
Portstewart, St Columba’s PS 
Ballerin, St Columba’s PS Kilrea, 
St John’s PS Coleraine, St John’s 
PS Dernaflaw, St Joseph’s PS 
Dunloy, St Malachy’s PS Coleraine,  
St Patrick’s PS Loughguile, St 
Patrick’s PS Portrush, St Patrick’s 
PS Rasharkin, St Patrick’s & St 

PRIMARY SIX PUPILS
Enjoy A TASTE OF LIFE AT LORETO COLLEGE

Joseph’s PS, St Patrick’s & St 
Brigid’s Ballerin, and Termoncanice 
PS Limavady - enjoyed activities 
such as team-building games in PE, 
an introduction to DNA and learning 
about the application of Science 
to everyday life, poetry writing in 
the English department, decorating 
cupcakes in Home Economics, 
some interactive number games 
in Mathematics and ice-breaker 
games to explore character in 
Drama.  

The pupils also had the opportunity 
to experience the school canteen, 
Café Lorette, and to meet Year 
10 and Year 11 students from 
the College, many of whom had 
attended the same primary schools 
as the visiting students. During the 
morning, Primary teachers and 

Classroom Assistants also had the 
opportunity to meet the team of 
teachers and Senior Leadership 
Team members taking part in the 
event.  
 
Miss Belinda Toner, Vice Principal 
at Loreto College, who co-ordinated 
the Taster Mornings, commented 
that the events had been a great 
success and that it had been a 
great pleasure to welcome so 
many enthusiastic young pupils to 
the College. Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
added that he looked forward 
to welcoming many of these 
pupils back as Year 8 students 
in September 2015, continuing 
the strongly forged traditions of 
partnership between Loreto College 
and the many local primary schools.
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Loreto College welcomed the 
Year 7s who will start as new 
Year 8 students in September, on 
Thursday 12th June.  

The pupils had a chance to explore 
the school, as well as meeting their 
Head of Year, Mrs Jane Nugent, 
and their new Form Teachers, 
Miss Julie Galbraith, Mrs Mabel 
McAleese, Mrs Meabh McGreevy 
and Mr Bob Murphy.  

For many, a big highlight was trying 
out some fun activities in PE, while 
for others the best part of the day 
was sampling break and lunch 
in the school canteen, the Café 
Lorette.

We look forward to welcoming the 
Year 8s of 2014 in September, 
ready to start on a great new 
adventure of learning and friendship!

Welcome  TO THE YEAR 8 STUDENTS 
OF SEPTEMBER 2014!
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Loreto College held its annual 
Science Week in early November 
2013, incorporating exciting, 
enjoyable learning experiences for 
all age-groups among the College’s 
students. 
 
There was a great variety of events 
for the College’s own students: 
all Year 10 Science classes took 
part in a tightly-contested wall 
display competition, with the 
aim of outlining the purpose and 
career possibilities in environmental 
science. These displays were 
judged by a panel from among the 
Loreto teaching staff, on the basis 
of content, impact, literacy and 
design: all members of the judging 
panel were impressed by what they 
saw.  Other competitions on offer 
included a Loreto Doodle contest 
for Junior students, led by the 
Loreto Art & Design Department, 
which drew a large number of 
excellent entries.  Meanwhile all 
Junior Science classes took part 
in fun activities such as building 

SCIENCE WEEK AT 
         LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINESuccessful

paper land yachts as an exploration 
of Physics, or taking a forensic 
scientist’s approach to Chemistry. 

Lunchtime demonstrations 
were available in turn in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics, with the 
Biology department offering an 
informative talk from a visiting 
speakers from the Countryside 
Centre, Portrush.  The Chemistry 
lab was full to capacity when Mr 
Frank Scullion  and Mrs Jane 
Nugent, ably assisted by Mrs 
Geraldine Doherty and Mrs Maja 
Johnston, demonstrated some 
exciting experiments, including 
creation of instant (and edible!) ice 
cream. In Physics the A level and 
GCSE students led demonstrations 
of person-sized soap bubbles to 
enthuse younger students, ably 
assisted by Physics teachers Mrs 
Maeve Close and Mrs Katrina Brolly.  
 
Also just before the start of Science 
Week, all Year 8 students from 
Loreto College, along with Year 

13 Physics students, had the 
opportunity to take part in STEM 
Physics workshops on the topic of 
Forces and Energy, in the STEM 
module, which spent several days 
at Loreto College to facilitate this.  
Launched in 2009, the STEM 
Module is a mobile laboratory and 
workshop equipped with everything 
required to deliver a state of the 
art learning experience to schools 
across the province.  The STEM 
module project is funded by the 
Department of Education and the 
Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Investment, and managed 
by the North Eastern Education 
and Library Board. The students 
learned about the development of 
all kinds of flying machines from 
the first attempts at flying to the 
early rockets produced in China 
to modern day rockets launched 
to travel in space. They then had 
the opportunity to design and 
make their own rockets, learning 
how to optimise flight time and 
distance of travel. The students 
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thoroughly enjoyed this informative 
and innovative workshop, which 
developed both their understanding 
of the use of forces and motion and 
a highly competitive atmosphere 
as each student tried to maximise 
the flight of their rocket.  The Year 
8 and Year 13 students and their 
teachers thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit to the STEM module and were 
enthusiastic about the learning 
experience it offered on such an 
interesting topic. 

The STEM Module made its 
second visit of the academic year 
to Loreto on Monday 31st March, 
with Year 8 students having the 
opportunity to take part in STEM 
Physics workshops on the topic of 
Forces and Energy. Once again, 
the Year 8 students and their 
teachers thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit to the STEM module and were 

enthusiastic about the learning 
experience it offered on such an 
interesting topic.  Mrs Maeve Close 
and Mrs Katrina Brolly of the Loreto 
College Physics Department, paid 
tribute to all those who had helped 
run the event and to the students 
for their enthusiastic participation.

With all these activities proving 
very successful, and with high 
rates of student 
participation 
and enthusiasm, 
Mr Michael 
James, College 
Principal, paid 
tribute to all the 
members of 
staff who had 
organised the 
various events: 
Mrs Maeve 
Close (Head 

of Physics), Mr Frank Scullion 
(Head of Chemistry), Mrs Geraldine 
Doherty (Head of Biology), Mrs 
Sheila McBroom (Head of Junior 
Science) and all the members of the 
Science department. Mrs Maeve 
Close and Mrs Katrina Brolly, who 
co-ordinated Science Week, paid 
tribute to all those who had helped 
run the events and to the students 
for their enthusiastic participation.
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A group of students from Loreto College took part in 
the App Design Challenge organised as part of the 
North West Creative Marketplace.

From a total of over 160 submissions for the Creative 
Schools App Challenge, Loreto College had three 
groups shortlisted in the top 20. The shortlisted pupils 
were invited to attend a half-day App Development 
workshop in partnership with Young Enterprise, on 
27th February at St Cecilia’s College, Derry. Out of 
the 20 Apps, five were given the opportunity to be 
developed into fully working prototypes. 

During the event, the groups of students introduced 
themselves and their Apps, and had the opportunity 
to work alongside the various Digital Entrepreneurs, 
all of whom have set up their own App Development 
and Design Companies in Derry and Belfast. After 
working alongside them and asking them questions, 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Enjoy APP DESIGN CHALLENGE

the students had the chance to present their ideas to 
a judging panel of five entrepreneurs plus the Mayor 
of Derry, in presentations based on the Dragon’s Den 
format - and with a time-limit of only 90 seconds.

Unfortunately, none of Loreto’s shortlisted Apps got 
picked for development into fully working prototypes.  
ICT and Computing teacher Mr Conrad Deighan 
commented that the three Loreto teams came 
very close to the top five, and commended all nine 
students on their ingenuity and expertise as well as on 
their enthusiastic participation on the day.

Mr Michael James, College Principal, commented 
that Mr Deighan and the Year 11 students had 
shown great entrepreneurial spirit in exploring how 
their Computing expertise might be expanded into 
the contemporary marketplace in developing their 
App designs, and commended the group on their 
commitment and enthusiasm for this exciting project.
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The pupils and staff of Loreto 
College have been working hard 
this year to raise awareness and 
practice of recycling, both in school 
and at home, as part of the 2014 
Schools Recycling Challenge.

Members of the College’s LEAP 
Club - Loreto Environmental 
Awareness Project - attended a 
reception at the Coleraine Borough 
Council offices on Friday 20th 
June, at which Loreto College was 

RECYCLING CHALLENGE AWARD FOR LORETO COLLEGE

presented with a Bronze Award for 
their recycling efforts by River Ridge 
Recycling. Loreto College is now 
recycling up to 40% of its waste, 
and remains confident that this will 
increase in future.

Students Emmett Brolly (Year 11) 
and Joseph Mulholland (Year 10) 

received the award from George 
Duddy, Mayor of Coleraine, 
and Mr John Dallat, MLA.  Ms 
Sinead Mullan, who runs the 
Loreto Environmental Awareness 
Project, along with the students 
who take part in the group, were 
congratulated on this success by Mr 
Michael James, College Principal.

Leap club stands for Loreto Environmental Awareness 
Project. As the name suggests, it is about looking 
after the school environment. In the autumn 
term we planted many daffodil and tulip 
bulbs around the grounds.  We also 
planted hyacinth bulbs and sold them 
on Open Day in January. This year we 
managed to sell all of the bulbs and 
we used the money made to buy 
more resources to use, for example 
compost and seeds. 

We regularly put food out for the 
birds and try to keep the grotto tidy 
by weeding and removing dead-heads. 
We have also carried out some pruning 
this year i.e. removing dead woody tissue 
ad reducing the size of some larger shrubs. 
We also look after Sandy, the guinea pig, by 
cleaning out his cage, giving him fresh food and water 
and letting him have a bit of time out of his cage. 

Emmett Brolly took part in “Youth Speak”, a 
competition run by Coleraine Borough Council. 
Emmett was required to make a speech on an 
environmental issue. He gave a very interesting 
speech on the consequences of global warming.

An important development this year has been a push 
to recycle much more. River Ridge recycling is now 
collecting all the rubbish from the school, but they 
do not charge to collect Mixed Dry Recyclables. 
This has encouraged the staff and pupils to have a 

LEAP CLUB

recycling bin in each classroom and communal areas 
of the school e.g. Main Study and Staff Room. We 

are pleased at how well the pupils and staff 
are using the correct bins for disposing of 

their rubbish. We would like to get more 
recycling bins next year to place around 

the school grounds.

Emmett & Oran Brolly, 
Oisin O’Harte, Oran Somers 

and Joseph Mulholland.
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HUMANITIES

BERLIN ADVENTURE
FOR LORETO COLLEGE HISTORIANS

A group of GCSE History students spent an educational and enjoyable five days in Berlin at the end of October to 
complement their studies.

The students, all in Years 11 and 
12, enjoyed a very full programme 
of activities and visits.  Highlights 
of the trip included visits to the 
Wahnsee, the Olympic Stadium, 
Checkpoint Charlie, the Berlin Wall 
and Wall Museum, the Holocaust 
Memorial and the Sachsenhausen 
Concentration Camp.  The students, 
and the staff who accompanied 
them (Mr Bob Murphy, Head of 
History, along with Mr Paul Cunning, 
Mrs Jane Nugent and Miss Elizabeth 
Curry) found the trip to be both 
thought-provoking and enjoyable. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to Mr 
Bob Murphy, Head of History, who 
organised and led the trip, for the 
imaginative and meticulous planning 
of such a wonderful educational 
experience for the GCSE History 
students. B
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A group of A Level Religious Studies 
students spent an educational and 
enjoyable five days in Rome at the 
end of October to complement their 
studies.

The students, all in Years 13 
and 14 at the College, enjoyed a 
very full programme of activities 
and visits.  Highlights of the trip 
included visits to the Colosseum, 
the Roman Forum, the Trajan’s 
Market and Trajan’s Column, the 
Piazza de San Silvestro, the Piazza 
del Populo, the Borghese Park, 
the Pincio Terrance, the Piazza di 
Spagna, the Pantheon, the Trevi 

VOYAGE TO ROME FOR LORETO COLLEGE
A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES STUDENTS

Fountain, the Campo di Fiori, the 
Trastavere area, and the Bocca de 
la Verita.  The group also spent a 
day exploring the Vatican Museums 
and the Sistene Chapel, as well as 
attending an English Mass at the 
Church of San Silvestro and visiting 
the Basilica Santa Maria Maggiore, 
and the famous St Peter’s Basilica 
and Chapel. 

The students, and the staff who 
accompanied them (Mrs Siobhan 
McCarry, Head of Religious 
Education, along with RE 
Department members Mr Kevin 
Conroy, Mrs Brenda Sweeney and 

Miss Julie Galbraith) found the trip 
to be thought-provoking, reflective 
and enjoyable, as well as culturally 
enriching, placing the study of the 
history and context of religion in an 
immediate context.  
 
Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to Mr 
Siobhan McCarry, Head of Religious 
Education, who organised and 
led the trip, for the imaginative 
and meticulous planning of such a 
wonderful educational experience 
for the A level Religious Studies 
students.

When I say the word “Italy”, what 
springs to mind? Extravagant, 
timeless paintings and sculptures 
crafted by legendary, world 
renowned artists such as 
Michelangelo and Pietro Perugino? 
The grand Colosseum, which 
accommodated more than 
55,000 spectators in its prime? 
Breathtaking churches and 
basilicas, which are visited by over 
46.1 million tourists every year? 
Realistically speaking, you probably 
thought about pizza, but that’s not 
what the brave R.E Department had 
in mind when they decided to fly 
across Europe, along with a select 
number of pupils from both Upper 
and Lower Sixth, in October 2013!

Some may call them crazy for trying 
to put up with so many grumpy, 
impatient teenagers who were 
permitted to bring only one item of 
hand luggage (shock horror!), but 
they proved that with faith in God, 
anything truly is possible - even 
taking a whole group of Loreto 
students to another country, and 
bringing them all back in one piece.

But I’m sure what you’re all 

LORETO ROME TRIP 2014: 
A LITTLE PISA HEAVEN OR THE HOLIDAY FROM HELL?

wondering is, what really happened 
in the city of fountains? Did anyone 
actually meet the Pope? Were there 
any Rome-ances (#Steannon2k13 
#neverforget)? Is Paolo from the 
unforgettable “The Lizzie McGuire 
Movie” (great film, great film) still 
performing in the Colosseum 
to this very day? To answer all 
these questions, and many more, 
I thought that there would be no 
better person to ask than Rhiannon 
Turner - part time Rome expert, 
part time McDonalds employee 
extraordinaire! If anyone can give 
me an interesting account of what 
truly happened in the eternal city, 
it’s her.

I should probably add that the 
interview itself was conducted in 
the storeroom of English 5 during 
the last few minutes of lunch 
time, because nothing screams 
“professionalism” like rushing to get 
things done by a deadline! Soon 
after greeting the eager as always 
Rhiannon, and briefly discussing 
an upcoming Taylor Swift concert 
which she feels the need to inform 
me about, despite the fact that 
it has no real relevance to the 

interview that we have very little 
time to get finished, I ask her for a 
general overview of the trip itself. 

“We were away… 3 days, I think, 
overall. We visited numerous 
places... the Vatican, the 
Colosseum, the Trevi Fountain, 
and a lot of churches... A LOT 
of churches.” A fond smile forms 
across her face, as the words blurt 
out at lightning speed, almost as if 
she’s speaking in tongues. Maybe 
she is? With Rhiannon, it’s hard 
to tell. Clearly she enjoyed herself 
regardless, and she agrees with 
me on the fact that the trip was 
made even more special because it 
was her first time visiting Italy. But 
was everything as perfect as she 
made it out to be? Surely there had 
to be some fault with the whole 
experience?

Although at first she seems 
reluctant to answer the question 
honestly, after slightly pressing the 
issue I do get a cautious, slightly 
nervous reply, almost as if Mr 
James himself is standing over her 
as she speaks. “We stayed in this 
little motel place... I’ll rephrase that, 
it wasn’t a five star hotel, I must 
admit.” Obviously at this point she 
can feel the metaphorical presence 
of the principal move even closer, 
as she rapidly adds, “The lobby of 
the place was nice! Don’t remember 
the name of the hotel though, was 
it Noto?” Ah yes, the world famous 
Noto hotel of Rome, a must-see on 
any good pilgrimage! Satisfied with 
her answer, Rhiannon lets out a 
quiet cough, signifying that I should 
perhaps move on to a more positive 
topic.

Considering the fact that Italy is 
world famous for its cuisine, I feel 
like that is an appropriate topic to 
move on to next. “The food, well, 
most nights it was good! Italy is the 

Rhiannon Turner, 13D, spills the goss!
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city of pizza and pasta, and those 
dishes were nice. Also, I think I went 
into almost every ice cream shop 
there! Not fond of the potatoes 
though...” The scene that follows is 
a truly horrifying one; I am given an 
in depth description of Rhiannon’s 
fear of foreign potatoes ever since 
she had a bad experience with 
some on a holiday abroad. It’s a 
real horror story, I must admit, but 
if I wish to gather more information 
on the true story of Loreto’s own 
version of “Roman Holiday”, which 
sadly featured Audrey Hepburn 
significantly less than in the original, 
I must move on.

Prior to going into the interview, I 
had heard some rather... alarming 
reports that love had blossomed 
in the city, with a reliable source 
(thanks Chloe) claiming that 
Rhiannon herself may even have 
been involved in said courtship. 
While asking about this, I can 
physically see Rhiannon cringe, in 
such an exaggerated way that her 
expression can only be compared 
to a cartoon character. The vague 
reply that follows comes in a 
hushed, quite secretive tone. “Well, 
I’ll say that what happens in Rome 
stays in Rome, and shouldn’t be 
taken home....”

Dio mio! It seems that not everyone 
on this trip was as angelic and 
innocent as they like to seem, then. 
But surely the teachers were able 
to sort them out? “I must admit 
the teachers’ presence made it 
a memorable experience,” she 
replies matter-of-factly. Memorable? 
Hmm... Not satisfied with such 
an equivocal response, I push 
the matter further. Although she 
seems reluctant at first, after a high 
pitched giggle I do get a response. 
“Ok, let’s see... well, the funniest 
moment was beating Mr Conroy at 
this game where we had to pick up 

a cereal box in our mouths off the 
floor... it’s hard to explain, when 
you see him next, ask about it!” 
Highbrow entertainment right there, 
ladies and gentlemen. The R.E 
Department sure know how to have 
one h*ck of a good time!

At this point I think it’s fair to say 
that we go slightly off topic again, 
and manage to start discussing 
Taylor Swift trivia for the second 
time in a space of ten minutes. Did 
you know that both The Vamps 
AND Ellie Goulding are going to 
perform with her at the concert 
that Rhiannon is going to attend? 
I didn’t. Riveting stuff, if I do say 
so myself. At this point, I honestly 
wish I had access to Mrs Little’s 
improvised version of the green light 
from “The Great Gatsby”, because 
nothing says “discourse marker!” 
like that plug-in lamp. However, 
with an overly dramatic cough and 
a subtle “Anyway...”, I am able to 
get Rhiannon to further discuss her 
favourite moments of the trip.

“Well me and my bestest, 
amazingest friend Caolan saw a 
wax figure of the dead Pope. Does 
that count?” Being referred to in 
third person is quite strange, I’ll 
admit... but I suppose that does 
count, yes. Although I am tempted 
to enquire if she knows how he 
pasta way (too soon?), I bite my 
tongue and allow Rhiannon to carry 
on with a rant that she has begun 
on her own accord, without me 
even having to prompt her with a 
question.

“...I would have changed the travel 
arrangements,” she glances at 
me for approval, almost as if I’m 
going to tell her “No! How dare 
you speak so poorly of Rome, you 
sinner!”, but after I give a reassuring 
nod, she smirks and continues 
to speak. “There was was soooo 

much walking, it was horrible.” 
I feel like I need to update my 
prior description of Ms Rhiannon 
Turner at this point - part time 
Rome expert, part time McDonalds 
employee extraordinaire, and part 
time suffering Messiah. Because 
really, couldn’t the R.E Department 
break the bank just a little bit and 
get us all our own form of personal 
transport? Rhiannon’s suggestion 
of a Segway per person doesn’t 
seem unreasonable in the slightest, 
cause they’re like, proper tourist-y 
and stuff!

Fully aware that the twirling of her 
bouncy, brunette ponytail between 
her fingers signifies that she’s 
getting a little impatient with all 
my questions, I decide that now 
would be the best time to wrap 
this (last minute) interview up. To 
finish on a high note, I decide to 
ask Rhiannon if she learned, or 
gained, anything on the trip itself. 
Spiritual enlightenment? A sense 
of purpose? A growth in her own 
faith?

“...It was educational... I learnt how 
to shoo away salesmen from foreign 
countries, who bombarded us... 
trying to sell us scarves...”

Well, I think that says it all, ladies 
and gentlemen. The 2013 R.E trip 
to Rome was a definite success, 
and if nothing else, I will be able to 
sleep well tonight knowing that Ms 
Turner will have no problem in the 
future fending off foreigners trying to 
sell her unwanted goods. Although 
we did manage to get off topic quite 
a few times, Rhiannon and I politely 
shake hands as a mark of a job well 
done, before going our separate 
ways just as the bell begins to ring! 
If that’s not a sign that the big man 
upstairs is watching, I don’t know 
what is!

Caolan O’Neill Year 13
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Caolan wins the Senior Magazine Prize for this
and all his other excellent contributions to this year’s Loreto Lore.
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Over 100 students took part in 
a school Poetry Competition in 
October, run by the Loreto College 
English Department in memory of 
poet Seamus Heaney.  Students 
from throughout the College were 
invited to write a poem on one of 
the themes which Heaney explored 
in his poetry, such as nature, 
Ireland’s history, family, growing up 
and relationships.

The Loreto College English 
department feels a close affinity with 
Seamus Heaney and his work: not 
only have students from throughout 
the College’s year groups studied 
Heaney’s poetry throughout 
their years at the school, several 
members of the department had 
met Heaney and had even briefly 
studied under his supervision. 
Seamus Heaney himself engaged 
in a brief correspondence some 
years ago with an A Level English 
Literature class: such was the 
students’ enthusiasm for Heaney’s 
poetry, that they decided to write 
to him, sending him a birthday card 
and a letter.  The class and their 
teacher were astonished when 
Seamus Heaney wrote to them in 
response, wishing them well in their 
studies and expressing his delight 

LORETO COLLEGE Remembers SEAMUS HEANEY
WITH POETRY COMPETITION

that his work was being studied 
relatively close to where he grew up. 
The competition drew in excess of 
100 entries, with many exceptionally 
good poems being written.  Mrs 
Caragh Little, Head of English, who 
chaired the adjudicating committee, 
commented that the standard of 
entries had been very strikingly high, 
adding that the final adjudication 
had been difficult with so many 
outstanding poems to choose from.  

The final results were:

Junior Section: Years 8-10
1 Mary Mullan
2 joint - David Brussard and 

Adam Taylor 
3 joint -  Emma Connolly and 

Ellen Mulholland 

GCSE Section: Years 11-12
1 Siofra Gillan
2 joint - Liam Ferris and 
 John Joe O’Neill
3 Therese Mullaghan and 

Niamh Wallace 

Sixth Form Section: Years 13-14
1 Caolan O’Neill
2 joint - Caoimhe Cooke and 

Ben Levy
3 Katie McCullough

Prizes were presented to the 
winning poets at College Assembly.  
All the poets were congratulated by 
Mr Michael James, College Principal, 
and commended on their effort, 
enthusiasm and talent in entering 
such outstanding poems for this 
tightly-contested competition.

Years 11-12 Poetry Winners

Junior Section Poetry Winners

Years 13-14 Poetry Winners
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The 2013 edition of the annual 
School Magazine, Loreto Lore, 
was launched on Monday 18th 
November 2013. 
 
Providing a record of all major 
school and extra-curricular 
events throughout the 2012-2013 
academic year, the Magazine 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE Launched
AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

contains hundreds of photos, many 
in full colour, as well as numerous 
articles, artistic and creative 
contributions from students from 
throughout the College. 
Paying tribute to the Editor, 
Mrs Caragh Little, and the very 
dedicated team of students on 
the Editorial Committee, College 

Principal Mr Michael James 
commented: “The magazine 
provides a snapshot of the activities 
which took place in school in the 
past academic year, from liturgical 
to academic, creative to sporting.  
It is an excellent publication, which 
provides a valuable record of school 
life for the years to come.”  

A Year 13 student from Loreto College was honoured through having her work selected 
for the annual CCEA True Colours Exhibition in the Ulster Museum, Belfast. 

Caitlin Richardson’s outstanding artwork was selected for the Exhibition, which 
represents the work of some of Northern Ireland’s most talented young artists 
and designers.  The True Colours Exhibition showcases the best and most 
interesting work from students of GCSE, AS and A2, and forms an inspiration 
each year for the achievement of excellence by current students. 

Mr Paul Cunning, Head of Art & Design at Loreto College, paid tribute to Caitlin 
for her outstanding work, commenting that she fully deserved such an exceptional 

accolade.  College Principal Mr Michael James joined Mr Cunning in congratulating 
Caitlin, as well as commending the Loreto Art & Design Department for their 

assistance to Caitlin in the preparation of this exceptional work. 

Artistic ACCOLADE FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

A team from Loreto College finished in a close second 
place in its Regional Heat of the Bank of England’s 
annual Target 2.0 Interest Rate Challenge.

Target Two Point Zero - The Bank of England and The 
Times Interest Rate Challenge gives teams of students 
aged 16-18 the chance to take on the role of the Bank 
of England’s Monetary Policy Committee, assess 
economic conditions and the outlook for inflation and 
tell panels of judges what monetary policy they would 
set to achieve the Government’s inflation target of 2.0%. 

Loreto College’s team members, Maria McLaughlin, 
Conor Molloy, Conor O’Neill and Simon Purvis, travelled 
to Chester, as Northern Ireland’s sole representatives in 
a competition drawing entries from almost 300 schools 
from throughout the UK.  The team won high praise from 
the adjudicators for their performance in the competition, and were separated from the eventual winners by only the 
tiniest of margins.

Mr Michael James, College Principal, paid tribute to the team members and to our Vice Principal Miss Belinda 
Toner and Head of Economics Mr Gerry McGouran, who had worked with the students in preparation for the 
competition.  Mr James commented that the students had represented Loreto College, and Northern Ireland itself, 
with great distinction in this very tightly-contested event. 

LORETO COLLEGE TEAM Runners-Up 
             IN BANK OF ENGLAND CHALLENGE
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The Rotary Club of Coleraine held a Young Chef 
competition at Loreto College, on Friday 22nd 
November 2013. 

Loreto was represented at the event by Year 11 
students Naomi Anderson, Courtney McLaughlin, 
Una McCloskey, Tara McLarnon, Clodagh McGahon 
and Orlaigh Toner, alongside Year 12 students Tara 
Canning and Bronagh Rafferty. 

All the competitors were given a gift, and the winner, 
Tara McLarnon also received the opportunity to spend 
a day at the Ramore Wine Bar complex, learning 
some of the secrets involved in making the famous 
Wine Bar desserts.

Tara went on to win through to the All Ireland Final of 
the 2014 RIBI Young Chef of the Year competition, 
having been named winner of the Northern Ireland 
final on Saturday 25th January.  

Mrs Mabel McAleese, Head of Home Economics, 
commented that all the students had represented 
Loreto with great distinction at the event.  Mrs 
McAleese paid tribute to Tara on the execution and 
presentation of her chosen dishes, and for her hard 

Success IN ROTARY YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION

work and dedication in preparing for the event, and 
her calmness under pressure on the day.

Mr Michael James, College Principal, congratulated 
Tara and Mrs McAleese on this outstanding 
achievement and wished them well for the final round 
of the competition.

Year 10 students were presented 
with European Studies Certificates 
at College Assembly on 12th 
September 2013, in respect of work 
they had completed in French class 
during Year 9.

The members of the two classes 
were involved in a collaborative 
project with Loreto College’s 

EUROPEAN STUDIES CERTIFICATES Presented
AT LORETO COLLEGE COLERAINE

partner schools in Greece, 
Germany, the Republic of Ireland 
and Wales.  Each class had to 
produce a short powerpoint about 
themselves.  One class produced 
a video script about Coleraine, 
while their colleagues in the other 
class produced a Powerpoint on 
their European hero.  The working 
language of the project was English.

The students were presented with 
their European Studies Programme 
certificates by Mr Michael James, 
College Principal.  Mrs Siobhan 
Mullan, Head of French, who had 
co-ordinated the project, paid 
tribute to the students for their hard 
work and enthusiasm. 

Over forty Year 11 students were presented with CCEA 
‘OLA’ certificates representing work completed in 
French during their Year 10 year. 

OLA is the Online Language Assessment recognition 
scheme run by CCEA. The scheme provides students 
with short-term language-learning goals and formally 
recognises their achievement in a range of increasingly 
demanding levels.  The OLA French course provides 
students with a sound basis for further study, building 
on the knowledge, skills and understanding acquired 
through initial language learning and using a series of 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS
RECEIVE ‘OLA’ CERTIFICATES

short, manageable and clearly defined steps to help 
them reach the GCSE threshold. By offering a series 
of short-term accessible goals, OLA enhances the 
student’s self-esteem and self-confidence, enabling 
them to be successful within the framework of a publicly 
recognised and accredited examinations system.
Mrs Siobhan Mullan, Head of French, commended the 
Year 11 students on their enthusiastic participation in 
the ‘OLA’ programme, while Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, paid tribute to the French Department which 
had assisted the students in the preparation for the 
qualification.    
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The students and teachers of 
the Irish Department had a busy 
Autumn Term, taking part in 
numerous academic and extra-
curricular activities.

As always, Loreto College was 
represented by several Year 10 
teams in the annual Gael Linn 
Junior quiz. The event took place 
in The White Horse Hotel, Derry 
on Tuesday 8th October. The quiz 
was followed by a céilí where all 
pupils participated in numerous 
dances such as a high spirited 
and enthusiastic ‘Waves of Tory’. 
To complete a great day, the Gael 
Linn hosts complemented Loreto’s 
pupils on their impeccable turnout 
and keen participation.

25th October was a very special day 
for Loreto’s Irish Department, as 
they had the pleasure of welcoming 
a group of Year Eight pupils from 
North Coast Integrated College to 
participate with some 
Loreto Year 
Eight pupils in 
a programme 
entitled Le 
Chéile trí Chultúr 
(Together 
through Culture).

BUSY AUTUMN TERM Concludes WITH
CHRISTMAS SCOR FOR LORETO IRISH DEPARTMENT

The programme was funded by 
Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta and 
its aim was to highlight certain 
aspects of Irish culture to pupils 
from various backgrounds. Tura 
AruTura, a Zimbabwean Irish 
speaker, led a novice but lively 
dance troupe in seán-nós dancing. 
An enthusiastic musician called 
Geraldine led the group in a singing 
session and one of the group 
leaders, Darren, presented a talk 
on the history of the Irish language.  
The day proved both informative 
and enjoyable for all the students 
and staff who attended.

Just before the Christmas holidays, 
all Year 8 students participated in a 
day of excitement, entertainment, 
enthusiasm and, most importantly, 
enjoyment, as the Irish Department 
hosted their fourth annual Scór na 
Nollag; a celebration of craft, music, 
dance, drama and quiz. In the run 
up to the big day, the energetic 

and enthusiastic 
Year 8 classes 
made a fantastic 
contribution in 
their thorough 
in-class 
preparations. 
Songs were 
learned off 

by heart, creative and inspired 
Christmas cards were produced 
and dances were practised 
to perfection. To start off the 
morning’s proceedings, each class 
courageously took to the floor and 
performed their class song. This 
was followed by the smaller group 
acts; with groovy moves, instrument 
playing and Irish dancing being 
enjoyed by all. An all-encompassing 
quiz tested our Year 8 pupils, who 
rose to the task and answered 
the challenging questions laid 
before them. Additionally, the 
pre-submitted Christmas cards 
were judged on adherence to the 
guidelines, creativity and originality. 
Each class accumulated marks 
from all events and prizes were 
awarded accordingly.

Loreto College’s Irish teachers, 
Bean Uí Mhianáin and Bean Uí 
Mhaoláin, commented that they 
were, as always, very proud of 
all the participants in the various 
activities of the Irish Department 
during a very busy start to the 
school year.  Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, paid tribute to 
the energy and commitment of 
the Irish Department in organising 
and enjoying such a diversity of 
stimulating events.
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Loreto College’s  Irish department 
was once again thrilled as a Year 
11 team won joint first place in the 
regional heat of the annual Gael 
Linn Senior quiz. The victory took 
place in The White Horse Hotel, 
Derry on Friday 7th February.

The jubilant team of Mollie Nig 
Uidhir, Brónagh Nic Niocaill, Máitiú 
Mac an Fhailigh and Tiarnán Mag 
Fhearail soared past over 200 other 
competitors to win joint first place. 
The quiz was, as usual, followed up 
by a high spirited céilí with Loreto’s 
pupils participating enthusiastically! 
To complete a great day, the Gael 
Linn hosts complimented Loreto’s 
pupils on their impeccable turnout 
and keen participation. 

The Loreto College Irish teachers, Bean Uí Mhianáin and Bean Uí Mhaoláin commented that they were, as always, 
proud of all the Loreto participants and, in particular, of the prize winners. 

GAEL LINN QUIZ Success FOR LORETO COLLEGE TEAM

SEACHTAIN NA GAELIGE

A group of Year 11 Irish students took 
part in a Seachtain na Gaeilge run on 12th 
March: Rith. Pupils were given a big welcome 
at An Carn where they interacted and played 
traditional music with the bunscoil traditional group, 
danced sean-nós to Pauline Ó Kane’s instructions, 
listened to local storyteller and recitation supremo 
Colm McCusker (Fearghal McCusker’s father - 1993 
Derry All Ireland winner) recite local poetry... a real 
touch of class, far from curriculum dictats.

Refreshments were provided by An Carn staff and 
the excursion ended with a brief input from Múinteoir 
Gemma from Bunscoil Naomh Bríd - a past pupil of 
Loreto - formerly Gemma McAleese from Rasharkin, 
now married to Eunan Brolly. 

Our pupils were an absolute credit to 
Loreto -  Bean Ui Mhainain commented 

that she was very proud of them.

Four students from Loreto College 
represented their school with great 
distinction in the annual Gael Linn ‘Abair’ 
public speaking competition, held on 
25th February in the Mount Errigal Hotel, 
Letterkenny. 

Loreto students Antonia de Búrman, 
Ryan Ó Cathain, Conchur Ó Baoill and 
Eve Gairnéir spoke exceptionally well on 
their respective topics, with Eve taking 
2nd place in the junior section.  Bean Ui 
Mhainain and Bean Ui Mhaolain of the 
Loreto Irish Department paid tribute to all 
four participants and in particular to Eve, 
who will now progress to represent the 
school in the Ulster final.

Mr Michael James, Loreto Principal, 
congratulated all four students and their 
teachers on this tremendous success.

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS Excel 
IN IRISH PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

Two students from Loreto College Coleraine took top awards in the annual No Smoking Day public speaking 
competition, organised by Coleraine Borough Council.

Rebecca Dillon (Year 10) and Conor O’Neill (Year 13) came first and third respectively in the Competition in 
Flowerfield Arts Centre on 
Wednesday 12th March.  The 
standard was very high and the 
Loreto students fought off stiff 
competition from Coleraine High 
School, Coleraine Academical 
Institution and Dominican College.  
Conor O’Neill was representing 
Loreto for the first time in a Public 
Speaking competition, so it was no 
mean feat for him to win an award 
for his maiden speech.

Mrs Siobhan Mullan, Co-ordinator 
of Public Speaking, congratulated 
Rebecca and Conor on their 
outstanding performances at the 
event and on the distinction with 
which they had represented the 
school.

PUBLIC SPEAKING Success FOR 
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS
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A student from Loreto College was 
elected to represent the young 
people of the East Londonderry 
constituency in the UK Youth 
Parliament and the Northern Ireland 
Youth Congress.

Tiarnach Kelly, who is currently in 
Year 12 at Loreto College, stood 
for the UK Youth Parliament’s 
second set of democratic elections 
in Northern Ireland, with candidates 
standing in the same constituencies 
contested by MPs and MLAs.  
During her time as MYP for her 
constituency, Tiarnach has a 
particular interest in improving 
provision for young people, 
exploring work experience schemes 
at a time of youth unemployment, 
and securing discounts for young  
people still in full time education for 
leisure facilities and transport. 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT ELECTED
TO UK YOUTH PARLIAMENT

Delighted at having been successfully 
elected, and thanking her voters, 
Tiarnach said, “After being involved 
with youth clubs, summer 
schemes, leadership training, 
and events with the Youth 
Forum, I have experience 
of working with all kinds of 
different people in the area. 
I believe that I can represent 
the views of my peers in 
matters pertaining to young 
people in my local area and 
I strongly believe that young 
people should be given a 
voice and the opportunity to be 
heard.”

Mr Michael James, Loreto Principal, 
congratulated Tiarnach on her 
success in the UK Youth Parliament 
and Northern Ireland Youth 
Congress election, and wished her 

every success and fulfillment in 
representing the young people in 
her constituency throughout the 
year ahead. 

A group of A level and GCSE 
Spanish students from Loreto 
College Coleraine, and their 
teacher, spent ten days in Spain as 
the Spring Term drew to a close. 
 
A party of eleven students, all 
studying Spanish to AS or GCSE 
level this year, along with Loreto’s 
Head of Spanish, Mr Peter 
Loughran, left for Granada on 
Wednesday 9th April, returning to 
Coleraine on Thursday 17th April.  
The Loreto College group joined 
with fellow GCSE and A level 
Spanish students and their teachers 
from four schools in Co. Armagh: St 
Patrick’s Grammar School Armagh, 
St Catherine’s College Armagh, 
Royal School Armagh and St 
Michael’s Grammar School Lurgan.  
In total, 30 students and four 
teachers made the journey from 
Northern Ireland to Granada. 
 
During their time in Spain, the 
students lived with Spanish families, 
as well as taking part in a number 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS BOUND FOR SPAIN

of activities with their exchange 
partner students.  They enjoyed 
activities such as a formal reception 
at Granada Town Hall, a trip to 
Sierra Nevada, a trip to the beach 
at Salobreña as well as trips to the 
Alhambra, to the Science Museum 
and an opportunity to go shopping 
for souvenirs. The students were, of 

course, encouraged to perfect their 
use of Spanish and to benefit from 
their experience of everyday life in 
Spain! 

As the group prepared to depart for 
Granada, they were wished ‘buen 
viaje’ by Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, on behalf of all the staff 
and students of the school.

Ruairi Sweeney reports on the 
Spanish Exchange

In April eleven Loreto students went 
on a crazy adventure in one of the 
most historic cities in Spain. What 
resulted was a week of chaos, 
debauchery and anarchy, the likes 
of which Granada has never seen 
or will ever see again. The much 
anticipated trip was met with 
nothing but excitement amongst 
the Granada eleven. This was, to 
all intents and purposes, “Team 
Groove on tour”: their swansong. 

On Wednesday 9th April, it all began. 
On the bus, in Belfast, it sank in 
with Team Groove: they were about 

INTERCAMBIO A GRANADA

to have one insane week. Waiting 
around to check in at George Best 
City Airport; waiting for the other 
pupils from the schools in Lurgan 
and Armagh; waiting to get going; 
waiting. That was to summarise 
much of the first day with flight 
delays postponing our arrival to 
Malaga by two hours. A further 
two hour bus journey from Malaga 
airport and we finally arrived in 
Granada to awkwardly meet our 
Spanish families with an expected 
language barrier and then further 
travelling into our houses. I arrived 
at my Spanish host’s at 10.30pm 
which is the time they have their 
evening meal. They don’t do dinner 
at 5 or 6 there, it’s done much 

later, and so I expected something 
Spanish for tea. I had pizza. After I 
talked to my partner, Angel, until we 
went to bed. 

After a long first day of travelling, 
the second day was to follow a 
more settled itinerary. Up at 7am 
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, I left 
to visit their school, Juan XXIII. It’s 
a very different schooling system 
over there. There are no uniforms 
after Year 10 and they remain in the 
one room all day and the teachers 
switch class rooms to teach the 
different subjects. The classes are 
filled with a lot more talking and 
the teachers will teach over them. 
Overall it’s a lot less strict over there 
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than it is here. Not all of the eleven 
from Loreto were partnered with 
somebody at Juan XXIII, 3 were at 
some other school, but the majority 
of all involved in the trip were. We 
then left the schools to go to their 
town hall, which is very different to 
the town halls here. Because of the 
size of Spain, its cities and towns 
are able to make laws applicable 
to their respective area, but with 
the Government in Madrid deciding 
on the main body of laws like 
taxes. So this means they carry a 
weight of authority and, because 
of Granada’s history of being one 
of the main cities in the Spanish 
Empire, its town hall is really rich 
and quite simply captivating. We 
received a tour of the town hall 
and we were told about Granada’s 
history, which I have pretty much 
forgotten. Afterwards, we went 
about the city centre in Granada 
in groups and had lunch. This was 
to conclude the day and after this 
we all went with our families to do 
whatever they had planned for us. 

Day 3 in Granada was to involve 
visiting the Alhambra Palace. This 
was a visit very much suited for the 
teachers and not us pupils. With 
lots of walking around in 27 degree 
heat, the trip to the Alhambra 
dragged. However, it is a massive 
palace and has some really quite 
beautiful architecture and scenery. 
It is definitely somewhere I would 
recommend to older people and 
I will visit it again. We received a 
guided tour and were told about 
how the first Al-Andalus Sultan 
viewed Granada as the capital of 
his new empire but he never had 
the chance due to the Christian 
crusades, but the Alhambra does 
remain and does attract millions of 
visitors a year. It is Spain’s most 
visited monument. Attached to 
the Alhambra are the gardens of 
Generalife (not a typo) which are 
designed to bring a sense of peace 
and calm. While the tour may have 

been dull it is impossible to describe 
the sheer size of the Alhambra and 
to really appreciate it, you have to 
see it for yourselves. Pictures do it 
no justice. 

After the day at the Alhambra we all 
had a weekend to do whatever the 
Spaniards suggested and this was 
basically just made up of different 
people doing different things, but 
all of these things involved chaos, 
debauchery and anarchy. 

Monday was the day designated 
for the trip to the Salobreña beach. 
Unfortunately the Spanish sun 
had abandoned us that day and 
the beach itself was somewhere 
between a mixture of hot coals and 
knives. That aside, the craic was 
good and we showed the Spanish 
how to play football. 

Sierra Nevada was on the agenda 
for Tuesday. It is a mountain in 
Spain which is used as a ski resort 
and looks over all of Granada, 
giving captivating views. When we 
arrived at our final destination after 
travelling for ages up the mountain, 
we were given sleds and rubber 
‘dinghies’ to slide down a slope and 
was surprisingly ‘quality bant’.  Even 
Mr Loughran gave the sled a go 
and let out an emphatic “weeeee” 
of excitement before crashing into 
an igloo. We spent several hours 
up on that slope until we eventually 
descended down the mountain 
again to spend an hour chilling until 
we got on the bus again. Then later 
that night we had an evening at 
Juan XXIII where we were treated 
to Flamenco dancing and our own 
Ursula Black even went on stage to 
Irish dance for the Spaniards. It was 
another very good night with the 
language barrier now virtually non-
existent. 

Wednesday was the trip to the 
Science Museum, which was cool 
enough. The video of a woman 

giving birth seemed to disgust a lot 
of people. There was also a garden 
full of tropical butterflies. It doesn’t 
sound like much but these were 
the biggest butterflies I’ve seen. 
Some had a bigger wingspan than 
a pigeon, which is pretty ‘cray-cray’. 
We were finished at the museum 
very early in the day and had a full 
day to ourselves. I had a siesta to 
pass the time and then that night 
was the Copa Del Rey final with 
Real Madrid and Barcelona. In 
Granada they are bigger Madrid 
fans than Granada fans and they 
really dislike Barcelona. There was 
a big crowd of us in a churros bar 
watching the match. After Gareth 
Bale’s winning goal, insanity ensued 
on the streets of Granada. The 
celebrations lasted all night and it 
made us realise how passionate the 
Spanish are about their football. We 
returned home early, though, as we 
had to return home the next day. 

The final day in Granada was short 
and we left for Malaga airport at 
2pm. Outside of the bus all of the 
girls and some of the Spanish boys 
were crying and saying goodbye. 
It really was a sad day for all of us 
as we had really become great 
friends with all of the Spanish 
partners. After the tears were shed 
and the goodbyes shared, the bus 
left. That was it, our Spanish part 
of the exchange was over and 
awaiting us were GCSEs and AS 
Levels. Although we will meet again 
in September, it will be in dreary 
Northern Ireland and not in sunny 
Spain. The trip is definitely a must 
for anyone who likes Spanish. The 
improvement in Spanish is rapid 
but most of all you get the chance 
to meet great people and it’s a life 
experience you’ll always have. The 
food is amazing and the Spanish 
people are great. I would do it all 
again if I could. No Regrets. 

Ruairi Sweeney
Year 13

The mini-company programme 
offers Year 13 students the 
opportunity to gain practical 
experience of business and 
enterprise through setting up and 
running their own real company.  

This year’s company started with 
a very enthusiastic 20 strong 
team.  After an initial consultation 
and company meeting, chaired by 
our appointed Business Advisor - 
Mr Rex Humphreys (Nicobrand), 
roles were assigned based on a 
democratic voting system.  Joseph 
McNerlin, the newly appointed 
Managing Director and his team 
of Directors across Finance, Sales 
and Marketing, and Production 
set about raising share capital 
from family and friends, as well as 
their own individual investment.  
This enabled the team to pay 
the registration fee under the 
trading name ‘Phoenix’ and begin 
brainstorming product ideas - a 
process that would be long drawn 
out as disagreement and indecision 
sounded early alarm bells.  During 
this time numbers dwindled to 16… 
15… 14 and even then it became 
obvious that there were ‘doers’ and 
‘bystanders’. 

Upon deciding to invest in a dual 
function USB watch, the team 
gained some momentum and set 
about launching the ‘Brain Watch’.  
Sales were initially very promising 
at the Loreto Christmas markets.  
This, however, meant stocks were 
running low and the marketing team 
realised that more focused market 
research would have paid dividends 
in deducing customer preferences. 
Nevertheless, as exam season took 
hold, trading was interrupted and 
the pre-Christmas optimism waned.  
As the Young Enterprise trade 

YEAR 13 - MINI COMPANY PROGRAMME
Phoenix & The Brain Watch

fair loomed, weaknesses in the 
company’s marketing strategy 
continued to unfold.  A last minute 
rally secured a banner and labelling 
for the product, but this was not 
going to be enough to showcase 
the unique and already proven 
product.  Nevertheless, it was 
the superior salesmanship and 
outstanding product knowledge 
that enabled the team to secure 
excellent sales at the trade fair 
and saw them win ‘Best Product 
2014’. Young Enterprise judges 
were impressed with the innovative 
idea and its appeal to a wide target 
market, which they noted may have 
been too competitively priced. 
Lessons were learned from rival 

companies as neighbouring stalls 
served to enhance our poor and 
amateurish marketing efforts.  

Enthused by the success of the 
trade fair, the team returned to 
Loreto full of aspirations and ideas 
for the future.  This, though, proved 
short-lived as the quite full money 
box retired to the office and the 
remaining stock continues to gather 
dust and no doubt lose battery 
life!  Compiling end of year financial 
accounts and folding the company 
remain burdensome tasks.  
However, the wavering efforts of the 
team have still managed to achieve 
a profitable return and shareholders 
can look forward to ‘yet to be 
agreed’ dividends!  Oh, to think of 
the potential sales revenue lost by 
the apparent yet crippling hurdle of 
marketing- an essential ‘P’ in the 
marketing mix for any successful 
company.  As a Private Limited 
Company, the accounts of Phoenix 
remain private (accessible only by 
Directors and Shareholders) and so 
are not published here.  

If you believe you have what it takes 
and would thrive running your own 
business, next year presents a 
whole new opportunity for Year 13 
students to get involved!

Mrs S Mellon
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In another busy year for the 
Geography department, there were 
fieldwork trips for Year 8, Year 11 
and Year 13, and perhaps best 
of all, a Fair Trade hot chocolate 
morning for Year 12s, just before 
the challenge of the GCSEs.  

The pictures on these pages give 
a flavour of some of this year’s 
Geography highlights.

In a rare combination of plans and 
weather systems, the sun shone 
and the rain kept away for all 
three days of Year 11 River Study 
Fieldwork at the Roe Valley Country 
Park towards the end of May.  

GEOGRAPHY FIELD WORK AND FAIR TRADE 
HOT CHOCOLATE!

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHY ACROSTIC POEMS

Begging for shelter, someone help us please!
Rescue my family from sickness and disease,
All my money pays the rent, so my children must earn 
a living,
Sometimes our money is paid quite late and the 
Landlord is NOT forgiving!
I’ll always regret coming to live in the city,
Longing to go back up north.
Some say I live my life in pity, and so on and so forth.

Forever we are wary of what there is to come,
And we pray to God that one day we’ll leave this 
dreadful slum.
Very happy I will be the day we leave this place,
Every day is full of worry, leaving lines upon my face.
Life is so difficult here,
And it’s hard to bounce back,
So I do not advise spending your life in a shack. 

Cahir McLaughlin Year 10

Beginning the day at 5.00am,
Returning to reality out of my clean dreams.
All a blur in this dark, dusty shack of mine.
Sounds of horns and engines travel from the city.
Into my second-hand clothes, the best I have.
Laughter of the children playing around the green 
stream.
Shining shoes of the people is what I do.

Favelas are not a homely place.
Acceptance of it all is hard to take.
Very scary for a boy like me,
Especially for a twelve-year-old.
Life is neither easy nor simple.
Alejandro is my name,
Shining shoes is my playground game.

Adam Taylor Year 10

Streets are filled with little and dirt
And nobody seems to care,
Only the rich outsiders, who complain, laugh and 
stare.
People live in one-room shacks
And don’t have any sofas or beds.
Usually children get sick and complain of having a 
sore head.
Lots of children die before the age 
Of one, living in a

Favela is definitely not fun.
Adults can’t get jobs,
Very young children starve to death,
Even the elderly too.
Living like this can’t be good,
Aren’t you glad it’s not you?

Roslyn Sinclair Year 10

Brazil’s favelas
Rise as fast as grass,
And smother the great cities of Brasil in a coat of 
poverty.
Some people try to improve the lives of the people of 
these favelas.
In the street the shoe-shiners earn their living.
Living in the apartments, the rich have all they could 
ever desire.
Some use art to brighten up the shacks.

Favelas are a way of life,
All people there have their own culture.
Various carnivals and parades take place,
Everyone is like one big communal family.
Life is challenging
And the road ahead is uncertain.
Shanty towns litter the horizon.

Oisin O’Harte Year 10

Brick houses not to be seen,
Rough homes of wood and tin.
All the children play in the street,
Zero aid is given in this heat.
Illness spreads rapidly,
Lost children are mourned by parents,
Society allows them to live like this.

Favelas are an eyesore to the rich;
All the poor have nowhere else to go.
Vagrants roam the streets,
Everyone regrets moving here.
Life is hard here,
And expensive:
Such is life in Brazil.

John Martin Year 10

Birth rates are high, but many children die young.
Ruins of wood, tin and cardboard make up these 
small homes.
Adults, children and the elderly all have to work to 
bring money into the house;
Smells, sounds and the dirty environment all make this 
a very unattractive place to live.
Innocent children run through the rubbish pile and 
wash themselves with dirty water:
Life isn’t easy and many people find it hard to survive.
Sewage runs through the slums, attracting rats and 
disease.

Funding isn’t available as these people don’t own the 
land they live on;
A lot of drug-dealing and gangs are found in these 
sites.
Vulnerable people don’t know what their future holds,
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Even the animals find it hard to live in these 
conditions.
Life in the city looks much more fun and attractive.
A sense of danger and poverty fills their minds with 
worry,
Someday I hope these people can be moved into 
better housing and that children can attend schools.

Orlagh McAlister Year 10

Babies born without any hope,
Rarely are they educated.
Adults find it hard to cope,
So long for a job they’ve waited.
In the shadows of the wealth nearby,
Living next to skyscrapers,
Safe water in shortage causing many to die.

Fires can spread quickly through the wooden 
structures,
Alarming amounts of sewage on the street.
Very little money - some turn to crime,
Everyone walking in their bare feet.
Litter soon builds up over time,
And so many families are living this way,
Surviving barely from day to day.

Dominic Bradley Year 10

Birth rates are extremely high,
Ravenous children scavenging through the filthy 
streets;
Animals are perishing in the dire heat.
Sounds from the city so extensively deafening,
Innocent children are found amongst the rubbish.
Life is harsh and sometimes unbearable.
Sewage runs through the favelas, carrying incurable 
diseases.

Floods can easily wash away the shacks,
And the wooden structures are easily ignited.
Violence associated with the flourishing drug trade, 
replacing the worries of
Eviction and eradication by society.
Life in the city looks much more exciting and 
appealing, with
Affluent lifestyles and acceptable accommodation, but
Sadly, life in the favelas has sanitation, electricity and 
other services as only a distant dream.

Shauna Kelly Year 10

Monday 10th March 2013 was the 
date of our annual educational visit 
to Parliament Buildings Stormont. 
15 AS Government and Politics 
students would take part in what 
would prove to be an informative, 
interesting and enjoyable day. 
With victims, ‘legal highs’ and the 
representation of women  at the 
top of the NI Assembly’s agenda, 
there was a lot going on but, to their 
credit, the main parties still found 
time to engage with potential voters.

We arrived at Parliament Buildings 
at around 11.00am and we noticed 
the Ireland under 19 basketball 
team practising on a make-shift 
basketball court. They were there to 
lobby for funds, and upon our entry 
invited us to shoot a few hoops. 
This was a challenge Mr Harkin 
could not resist and after knocking 
down his third, the day was set!

Once through security we were 
escorted to a conference room not 
far from the floor of the Assembly. It 
was here that our Q and A session 
would take place. As always all of 
the main political parties of Northern 
Ireland would be represented and 
it would be a genuine attempt at 
reaching out to future voters. Our 
students were eager to hold their 
representatives to account and with 
the stimulating and lively debate that 
followed they were not disappointed.

First up was committee clerk Stella 
McArdle, from the Agricultural 
and Rural Development Statutory 
Committee. Ms McArdle gave a 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS STORMONT VISIT

detailed outline of the importance 
of her committee in the legislative 
process and provided the students 
with up to date examples of the 
work of committees which are 
crucial to their AS module.

Then it was time for the politicians! 
Cathal hOisin was the Sinn Fein 
representative. Mr hOisin answered 
questions on the prospect of a 
united Ireland, a potential Irish 
Language Act and the future of 
education. 

MLA for West Tyrone, Ross Hussey 
spoke on behalf of the Ulster 
Unionist Party. Straight away Oisin 
Quinn asked him to explain his 
party’s recent electoral misfortunes. 
Mr Hussey was optimistic about his 
party’s future and the proceeding 
dialogue would cover issues such 
as welfare reform, the appointment 
of a new Chief Constable and the 
potential political threat from the 
newly formed unionist party NI21. 

Next up was the Ulster Unionists’ 
rival, Gregory Campbell of the DUP. 
Mr Campbell is 
now a regular 
fixture at these 
meetings and, 
as always, he 
was at ease 
and gave the 
students a lot 
of his time and 
attention. A lively 
debate followed 
Mr Campbell’s 
introduction. 

The students were enthusiastic 
to challenge Mr Campbell on his 
political beliefs and he was only too 
happy to defend his position. Issues 
covered were the sustainability of the 
NI Assembly, the so called amnesty 
given to ‘on-the-runs’, parades, 
the Hass talks, the flag protests, 
academic selection and same sex 
marriage. Indeed Mr Campbell spent 
twice as long with the students as 
was originally scheduled!

Kieran McCarthy MLA spoke on 
behalf of the Alliance Party and Ross 
Brown of the Green party spoke 
passionately about his anti-fracking 
beliefs. John Dallat of the SDLP was 
the last representative to meet the 
students and he spoke fondly of 
his relationship with Loreto College, 
having children who are past pupils.

Our final stop before returning to the 
bus was to sit in the gallery of the NI 
Assembly where our Government 
and Politics students witnessed first-
hand the wheels of power in motion!      

Mr E Harkin  
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The dual-accreditation Award scheme is going from strength to strength 
at Loreto, with students from Year 10 - Year 14 getting involved in training, 
service and expeditions at Bronze, Silver and Gold level.

Award Recipients 2013-2014

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD SCHEME / 
PRESIDENT’S AWARD

Bronze Award

Silver Award Gold Award
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Shannon Donaghy and Peter Rogan 
give us a flavour of this year’s Silver 
Award expedition:

Let me tell you, I am usually not one 
to criticise, complain or continuously 
question general things in life, but 
I did then, and still do today ask 
myself ‘why did I VOLUNTEER - 
decide by choice, of my own free 
will, to do the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award?’
                
Believe me when I say that ‘Duke of 
Ed’ is an exception to pretty much 
every rule in the book. Different 
is an understatement. Forget all 
you thought you knew before 
about a ‘tough life’ and if you’ve 
ever thought that you’ve had a 
‘bad’ night’s sleep...think again! 
A night’s sleep during Duke of Ed 
is the equivalent of having thirty 
newborns sleeping beside you, only 
in this case it’s anything between 
boisterous birds and shrieking 
squirrels. 
               
The Award is like no other; instantly 
making it appealing to the naive 
teenagers - like myself - who have 
no idea what they are getting 
themselves into. It, however, 
suddenly loses this sumptuous 
appeal as soon as you have the 
titanic, ten tonne rucksack on your 
swollen, blistered back at seven 
o’clock in the morning. 
               
Even hearing those three words, 
Duke of Edinburgh, makes my skin 
crawl and my back shiver as I think 
back to those dreadful times. The 
ants eating you alive as you slept 
were only a negligible fraction of the 
strings of problems that Duke of Ed 
had attached to it. The whole toilet 
situation, for instance, was a joke! 
Heading into the unknown- usually 
somewhere dominated by trees and 
free from prying eyes- with a spiked 
shovel in one hand and a packet of 
pocket-sized tissues in the other. It 
wasn’t pleasant. Not in the slightest. 
What was even more enjoyable was 

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD SCHEME

the stinging, throbbing and itching 
sensation felt after being stung by a 
nettle- predominately on your now 
tingly leg. 
             
Another turning point during my 
Duke of Ed horror was the day I 
got hit in the face with a frying pan. 
Likewise, it was formidable! I was 
simply minding my own business 
one day while making breakfast 
and all of a sudden it came and 
smacked me! Even the wind wasn’t 
in my favour. One thing’s for certain, 
I sure as hell didn’t see it coming 
and I think that due to the instant 
shock of the situation, I didn’t feel 
the pain and instead let out a ripple 
of laughter in response.
            
Moreover, it was a regular 
occurrence to get ‘sucked’ into 
deceptively deep and muck-filled 
trenches while on your ‘leisurely 
stroll’ around the steepest 
mountains on the face of planet 
Earth! The funny thing is that the 
worst part wasn’t even that you 
looked ghastly, but more the fact 
that you were wearing all you had 
for the next three days! Trust me, 
if you were carrying everything 
needed for three days in one bag, 
you would not even consider 
bringing extra emergency clothes for 
the ‘what-if situations’. Yet I must 
say, and I’m sure that all my family 
would agree, that upon my arrival 
back home, I never smelt as good 
in my whole entire life! I’d say if my 
scent were to be made into a brand 
of perfume, the name ‘poisonous 
pungency’ would suffice. 
           
Speaking of home, I never fully 
understood the adage ‘home sweet 
home’ until Duke of Ed.  Duke of 
Ed really is the harshest teacher 
of all lessons- in my life so far 
anyway. It is full of your highest and 
lowest points, your triumphs and 
your tribulations, but it’s up to you 
whether or not to take it ‘with a 
pinch of salt’ and ‘be a man about 
it’ or quit and say “... well at least 

I tried.” This is evident in the fact 
that, in my year group, only sixteen 
pupils from the initial twenty-eight 
went on to complete the award. 
With that in mind, I really do feel a 
sense of accomplishment and pride 
in myself for going through with it, 
as, throughout the copious hikes, I 
didn’t have the smoothest of rides. 
               
As aforementioned, many lessons 
were taught to us all during this 
eventful experience. For example 
the night when we were so 
exhausted from the long and 
impenetrable day that we left 
our dirty dishes (consisting of a 
multitude of saucepans) outside 
overnight, planning to clean them in 
the morning. Lets just say, the plan 
didn’t go too well. Firstly we read 
our route card wrongly and thought 
we had to have all tents packed 
away and our next hike started my 
nine o’clock. The correct time was 
in fact eight o’clock, and so, being 
an hour behind schedule, we swiftly 
packed up. The thing we learnt was 
that time was precious and the truth 
was, we needed it on our side. 
               
To build on my last point, when we 
woke up that morning, we found 
a plethora of slimy slugs inside 
our saucepans! This alone was 
truly vomit-worthy, yet we had to 
scrape them off and wash them in 
a nearby river and, as we all know, 
where there is a river, there are rats. 
Despite all of this, we still had to use 
them that night to cook ‘dinner’- if 
crunchy pasta accounts for dinner, 
of course.  It was either do that or 
starve and fade away. I know which 
I would prefer. Therefore through 
this rather revolting encounter with 
the little creatures of our world, we 
learnt to do the washing up as soon 
as possible!

Next, consider this: you and your 
group walking through a field full of 
bulls, and a few of you wearing their 
favourite colour... yes, you guessed 
it... RED!  Well, that is exactly what 

happened on another normal day 
during my Duke of Ed experience. 
We literally crept one behind the 
other in a straight line, trying not 
to attract any unwanted attention, 
but the suspense and fear got the 
better of us, and any noise that 
the bulls made scared the living 
daylights out of us, resulting in a 
self-inflicted stampede through the 
field to get to the other end. I’m not 
one hundred percent sure, but I’m 
pretty convinced that the bulls were 
principally chasing the fortunate few 
wearing red. I never thought that 
red was my colour anyway, and 
now I also know why they call it 
‘The Devil’s colour!’
                  
As touched upon earlier, when 
I came home I was never as 
grateful in particular for my bed 
and my Mum’s once customary, 

monotonous dinner. It all of a 
sudden tasted like a five star 
restaurant’s top dish- even the 
Tesco Value baked beans tasted 
divine. To be fair, I would have 
eaten anything at that stage and, 
bearing in mind the speed at which 
I ate the food, I probably didn’t 
experience the taste that fully either. 
However, if it was warm and edible, 
that was good enough for me.  
                 
Before The Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, I was a different person, 
with different expectations. In 
contrast, I now embrace the rough 
and ready lifestyle effortlessly and 
with ease. Before, I thought that the 
world was over if my mobile phone 
died or if I lost internet connection. 
Alternatively, now the only thing, if 
even, worth panicking about would 
be if you can’t find your insect 

repellent and even then, you’ll be 
fine just with a couple of extra bites 
to add to your collection. 
                
The truth is, there are no words 
which fully describe The Duke 
of Edinburgh Award experience, 
and the best part is that I’ve only 
completed up to Silver! I’m not 
going to lie: it is absolute hell at 
times. However, sometimes, the 
very odd time, it is fun. For example 
eating - more like smuggling, 
concealing and consuming - 
chocolate fondue in your tent with 
your group, without the others 
knowing. (If questioned, it was for 
team building!) Considering all that 
I have said, what amazes me the 
most is that, for God knows what 
reason, I’m actually considering 
doing my Gold level!    

Shannon Donaghy  Year 12

Why does the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award appeal to students? Why 
would anybody want to exchange 
their comfy bed, hot running water 
and home cooked meals for a tent, 
a pair of boots and ridiculously 
large 60L rucksack? Quite simply 
because, from the first day to the 
last it’s a real adventure. Every 
student who takes part enjoys loads 
of new experiences, discovers 
talents they never thought they had 
and challenges themselves in new 
situations. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
is an award given for completing 
a programme of activities that can 
be undertaken by anyone aged 
14 to 24. Loreto offers the Silver 
D of E award, which is split into 
four different sections. One of 
these is the expedition, which the 
D of E is renowned for; however 
we also had to do 3, 6 and 12 
months of different activities in 
the physical, volunteering and skill 
categories. For the physical section 

most of our group played sports 
such as camogie and football 
while others went to the gym, 
and for the skill area many played 
musical instruments or worked 
with computers. The volunteering 
section required us to help out our 
community by visiting residential 
homes, working in a charity shop or 
helping out at our local church. 

Our year was offered the option to 
do the D of E Award at the end of 
Year 10. As places were limited, 
people jumped at the chance to try 
for such a prestigious award. Our 
first undertaking was a day walk 
around the picturesque Binevenagh 
Mountains to see whether or not 
we were physically able to do the 
D of E, as it requires endurance 
and good physical fitness. Yet this 
did not prepare us for D of E’s 
toughest challenge: the dreaded 
rucksacks. For our three and two 
night assessed hike we would need 
to bring all our food, water, clothes, 
cooking apparatus, tent parts, more 

food, insect repellent, maps and 
a first aid kit. We needed to fit all 
of this into the rucksack and then 
carry this on our backs eight miles 
over mountains every day. To give 
us an idea of what this would be 
like we had an overnight trip to the 
Glens in September, so that we 
would fully understand what we 
were getting ourselves into. 

To prepare ourselves for this 
difficult yet exciting hike, the group 
had to attend a long series of 
after-school classes. Much to our 
misfortune these were on a Friday! 
The first area we looked was First 
Aid, where, with the help of Mrs 
McCullough, we were taught of 
how deal with any injuries (serious 
or minor) should they occur. 
Although no one got hurt during our 
expedition, we were thankful that 
we had the ability and knowledge 
to cope with any eventuality. In the 
others we learned how to build a 
tent (harder than it looks!), valuable 
navigational skills (using maps and 

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD SCHEME
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compasses properly) and, in one 
memorable class, how to use the 
Trangia (our cooking apparatus 
during our hike) to cook a meal.

After this extensive period of training 
we were finally ready to practise 
our skills on a three-day and two 
night hike in the Mourne Mountains. 
Accompanied by our teachers Mr 
Cunning, Mrs Mullan, Mrs McBroom 
and Mrs McConnell, we trekked 
more than 20 miles over peaks, 
rivers and countless fields. This 
was an invaluable experience as it 
prepared us for the assessed hike, 
showing us what we would need to 
bring next time and maybe what we 
should leave behind. The Mournes 
themselves were beautiful, with 
incredible views and an adventurous 
atmosphere. However, we did 
not get to enjoy all of this in the 
afternoon due to the presence of 
thousands of midges that decided 
to take up residence outside our 
tents. We came back from County 

Down weary and ready for running 
water and soft beds, only faced with 
the daunting realisation we had to 
repeat this process in less than a 
week. 

A few days later we had our 
assessed expedition in the Antrim 
Hills, accompanied by our teachers 
Mrs. Mullan, Mrs. McBroom, Mr 
Cunning and Mr. James. Here, we 
were tested on our compass and 
map skills and how well we worked 
together as a team by Mr Nugent. 
As well as this, each group had an 
aim for the hike, and our group’s 
was to take photographs of places 
of interest. This meant our planned 
route took us past marked historical 
sites, such as Standing Stones and 
others such as McQuillian’s grave. 
This time we were fully prepared for 
each challenge, having 
encountered every possible 
difficulty in previous hikes. 
From preparing our own 
meals to finding our way 

through heavy fog, we were able 
to get back home in one piece, 
although exhausted mentally and 
physically. In the end Mr Nugent 
was delighted with the physical 
abilities and navigation skills of all. 

Overall, the D of E was an engaging 
experience that has been the cause 
of many great memories. During 
this award the team members were 
able to bond and work together to 
achieve a common goal. As well 
as this, it gave us the chance to 
do something completely different 
from what we were used to and 
we were able to learn so much 
about our abilities and qualities. The 
expedition made us more physically 
fit and has encouraged everyone 
to remain active long after. I 
thoroughly recommend the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award to all Loreto 
students who feel the need for 
something challenging yet a whole 
load of fun.  

Peter Rogan Year 12

All Year 9 students from Loreto 
College Coleraine spent Wednesday 
11th June visiting Derry, exploring 
the City Walls and gaining a real life 
awareness of the Siege of Derry.

DERRY TRIP FOR YEAR 9 HISTORIANS

In the course of the day, the 
students had a guided tour of the 
historic Walls of Derry.  They also 
visited the Tower Museum, where 
they visited the Story of Derry 
exhibition.

Mr Bob Murphy, Head of History at 
Loreto, who co-ordinated the visit, 
commented that it had afforded 
the students an ideal opportunity 
to bring their studies to life, gaining 
a sense of their own heritage and 
the part that the historical events 
which they had studied had played 
in today’s landscape.
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All Year 8 students from Loreto 
College Coleraine spent a day 
visiting Carrickfergus in the final 
week of June, exploring the town’s 
Norman Castle and St Nicholas’ 
Church.

In the course of the day, the 
students had a guided tour of 

HISTORY TRIP TO CARRICKFERGUS FOR YEAR 8

the historic Carrickfergus Castle, 
seeing the typical Norman Castle 
architecture for real.  The Year 8 
History course revolves around 
the Normans in Ireland, so it was 
fascinating for the students to visit 
St Nicholas’ Church, which had 
been established in 1182 by John 
de Courcy.

Mr Bob Murphy, Head of History at 
Loreto, who co-ordinated the visit, 
commented that it had afforded 
the students an ideal opportunity 
to bring their studies to life, gaining 
a sense of their own heritage and 
the part that the historical events 
which they had studied had played 
in today’s landscape.

Loreto College Coleraine played 
host to a Financial Capability 
course for all Year 8 students 
on 17th June 2014. 
 
Organised by the College’s 
Economics and Mathematics 
departments in conjunction with 
CCEA and Danske Bank, the event 
was an opportunity for students 
to engage in a range of interactive 
activities aimed at highlighting 
and increasing their awareness 
of personal finance issues. It 

FINANCIAL CAPABILITY COURSE
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

also gave them the opportunity 
to work in teams and to interact 
with professionals from outside 
agencies, namely Andrea Colhoun 
of Danske Bank Coleraine.  All of 
this was geared towards developing 
the students’ skills, knowledge 
and confidence so they could 
make more informed and effective 
decisions about their own finances. 
 
Mrs Anne O’Kane, Head of 
Mathematics and Mrs Stacey 
Mellon, Economics department, 

who co-ordinated the course, paid 
tribute to all those involved from 
the Loreto College Mathematics 
Department.  Mr Michael James, 
Principal of Loreto College, 
commented that the course had 
offered an excellent opportunity for 
the students to put their learning 
into the context of everyday life.  Mr 
James paid tribute to all those who 
had led the course, and to the Year 
10 and Year 11 students who had 
acted as peer mentors throughout 
the event.

Andrea Colhoun of Danske Bank Coleraine with 
students Tamzin Mullan, Ciara Boyle, Theo Wall and 

Isaac Berrisford at the Year 8 Financial Capability Day 
at Loreto College Coleraine.

Loreto College Year 8 students Niamh Duncan, Caoilan 
Brennan, Emmett Richardson, Leo Passmore and Annie 

Levy enjoying their Financial Capability Day.
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Joshua Mullan, Alex Cook and Oliver Keys completing 
a design challenge during the Year 8 Financial Capability 

Day at Loreto College. 

Loreto College Year 8 students Orla Mullan, 
Ellen Mulholland, Sarah McAllister and 

Ailbhe McGuckian with their winning trainer design 
at the Financial Capability Day.

Year 8 students enjoy a hands-on IT activity with 
teacher Mrs Ria Carey at the Loreto College 

Financial Capability Day.

Year 11 students Emma McGeehan, Carla Doherty, 
Kate Bucukoglu and Erin Ni Shandair, who acted as 
peer mentors at the Year 8 Financial Capability Day 

at Loreto College.

Two students from Loreto College 
Coleraine took part in the annual inter-
Loreto Mary Ward Public Speaking
competition on Friday 13th June.

Hosted by Loreto Grammar School 
Omagh, the competition involved 
students from the Junior school and 
the standard was high in a day of 
positive competition and uniting links 
between the sister schools.

Loreto Coleraine was represented 
in the Year 9 competition by Eve 
Gardiner: Eve took second place in 
her section, speaking on the topic 
of Social Media, Friend or Foe.  In 
the Year 10 competition, Loreto 
Coleraine was represented by Rebecca 
Dillon.  Rebecca also took second place, with a speech on Mary Ward is as relevant today as in the 17th century.

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid tribute to Eve and Rebecca on their hard work and enthusiasm, 
and to Mrs Siobhan Mullan, Public Speaking Co-ordinator, who accompanied them to the competition.

PUBLIC SPEAKING Success FOR
LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

Students who took part in the Mary Ward Public Speaking competition, 
including Rebecca Dillon and Eve Gardiner from Loreto Coleraine

The members of class 8K spent May and June working on a design project 

to create 3D mask images which could be used as display features in a 

house.

Their teacher, Mrs Sara Cunningham-Bell, liaised with local department 

store Moore’s of Coleraine, negotiating that the students’ work would be 

displayed in one of the store’s windows for several weeks at the end of 

June.

The display went up on Monday 16th June, and could be admired until the 

end of the month.  Well done to the Year 8s and Mrs Cunningham-Bell on

a vibrant, interesting display!

ARTWORK ON

DISPLAY IN COLERAINE

Last summer, 54 NI boys 
were given the opportunity 
to experience China: its 
food, people and culture, 
for a fortnight.  The project 
was set up by the Confucius 
Institute in the University of 
Ulster and Hanban in China.

Confucius was a Chinese 
philosopher: if you feel 
compelled to know more 
about Confucius, I’m sure 
Mr Scullion would be glad to 
help!

The trip began with leaving 
Millburn Primary School at 

CHINA ADVENTURE: SUMMER 2013

3am.  You would think I’d have 
been tired at the very thought of 
such an early start, but it is amazing 
what excitement does to you.

China was truly amazing.  It 
was like a mixture between a 
restaurant and eBay.  You could 
buy everything and anything and 
you can be sure that 54 teenage 
boys took advantage of this.  Nike 
Airs, lasers, head massagers: name 
it, we bought it.  The highlight of 
the whole adventure, for me, was 
definitely the Great Wall of China.  It 
really was great.  Who would have 
thought climbing up a few hundred 
steps would have been difficult.  But 

during the climb I realised 
why some say you are not a 
man until you have walked 
the Wall of China.  At that, I 
was surprised to see a boy 
who looked about ten years 
old practically running up the 
steps, while I was reduced to 
crawling up!  I said to myself, 
‘Ok that is enough, you are 
probably two thirds a man by 
now.’

Well: I guess you can say 
everything is made in China: 
even men!

Olaoluwa Owolabi
Year 12
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Year 10, Riona’s book illustartion

Year 8, Magda and Sarah’s relief tiles 
for a design project

Artwork Year 8, CLOSE UP - relief tiles for a room divide

Year 14, Lauren’s work 
Personal Investigation

Year 10, book illustration on the them - 
HOPE

Year 9, Text - by David Brossard Year 9, working on their maquette for a 
design project with a three dimensional 
final outcome

Year 9, finishing their maquette for a design project - 
based on water fountains

Year 9, working towards a design outcome

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

Bespoke excellence as standard.

A Private Client service built around your needs.

At Cunningham Coates Stockbrokers we recognise that 

everyone’s financial requirements are unique. You will be 

provided with a dedicated investment manager who’ll work 

closely with you to deliver a truly bespoke portfolio, and will 

continue to be your direct point of contact to ensure  

excellent service.

We are delighted that our service and performance have 

recently been endorsed by receiving ‘Investment Team of  

the Year’ at the 2013/14 STEP Private Client Awards.

Please remember the value of investments can go down  

as well as up and you may not receive back the original  

amount invested. Past performance is not a guide to  

future performance. 

If you would like to find out more about our services for Private 

Clients and Charity Trustees, please contact Peter Rainey at  

peter.rainey@ccstockbrokers.com or phone 028 9072 3000.

Winner
Investment Team of the Year

© Smith & Williamson Holdings Limited 2014. Cunningham Coates Stockbrokers, a trading name of Smith & Williamson Investment 
Management LLP. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

C53927 DiscretionaryTimesIreland_297x210.indd   1 15/05/2014   09:53
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Year 10, sample board of book illustrations

Year 9, Finishing their maquette for a 
design project with a three dimensional 
final outcome

Year 8, Text for - 
room divide design project

Year 8, Claire’s relief tile

Year 10, Text for book illustrations Year 8, Relief Tiles for a Room Divide

Year 14 , Carlos’s work part of his Personal Investigation Year 14, Bronwen’s work - Personal Investigation

Creative Contributions

Between my finger and my thumb
The chipped hurl rests; as snug as a gun

Below the stairs a loud hoovering sound
When the feet glide along the ground:

My mother cleaning

Sweeping back and forth 
Dusting down the skirting boards

Wiping all the windows and worktops
Not a corner missed

The smell of roast potatoes, on a Sunday
Every corner of ream smothered in gravy

With the juiciest gammon you’ve ever tasted
Sided with every veg under the sun
The best dinner you could ask for

By God that woman can cook a spud
Just like her own mother

In October, we held a School Poetry Competition to commemorate the death of Seamus Heaney.  
Over 200 entries were received, and we were hugely impressed by the high standard of the 

poems.  The winning entries (and a few others) are printed in the pages that follow.

My grandmother could bake more buns in a day
Than anyone else in Castle Park.

I remember baking a cake with her
Years ago.  Every ounce of flour was
Measured, all butter to the pound.

Mixing and stirring precisely, greasing tins,
Pouring the mixture, baking day and night

For her grand-daughter.  Baking.

The sweet smell of fresh buns, the humming
Of my grandmother, the clean cut of the cake

The oozing of the jam barely staying put, but it did.
But I’ve no spoon to follow women like them

Between my finger and my thumb
The chipped hurl rests.

I’ll bake with it.

Mary Mullan Year 10
First place, Junior section

BAKING

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

Kristian O’Hale, Year 8
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THE BOOK TRAP

As I open the book,
I open a trap.

How long will it take
To escape this time?

I smell the pages,
And hear them rustle,

The book’s excited voice.

Suddenly, I am sucked into a vortex,
And placed inside a labyrinth of words.

The story is a maze.
I can see, smell, hear, touch,

And even taste my surroundings.
How do I get out?

I do not ponder for long.
I do not want to leave.

I finally find the exit,
And walk out of words into reality.

How much time has passed?
The clock shows it has been almost an hour

Since my adventure began.
I get up off my bed,

My favourite place to read,
And walk out of the room.

Although I have left, the book has not.
It calls and beckons me.

It knows this time is not the last,
So it waits, patiently.

David Brussard Year 9
Joint Second place, Junior section

RETIREMENT

Between my finger and thumb,
The comic book rests, issue 27, Marvel’s best.

On the uneven patio, I watch in awe
As my granda slaves over the garden with no applause

Type 2 diabetes, COPD, stubborn and impatient.
The life of a retired man.

The worn garden clogs, unbalanced and queer,
The lawnmower and chainsaw, he’s got all the gear.

The shed of mystery, 4 layers of dust and
a kettle never fixed but to him it works.

By God the man could read a newspaper
But my nana, she did puzzles.

My nana is the carer of the garden
The roses and tulips, lilies and dahlias

All cared for and nurtured.

But I have no newspaper to follow grandparents like that.
Between my finger and my thumb 

the comic book rests,
I’ll retire with it.

Adam Taylor Year 10
Joint Second place, Junior section

AT THE POOL

Jumping in, the shock of the cold water on my skin,
but soon my goose bumps disappeared.

Coming up to the surface, the noise hit me like a 
Crashing wave hitting the rocks.

The smell of the chlorine washed over me,
As I swam in swift strokes to the other end of the 

pool.
I watched as the little children swam freely in the water,

While others clung to their parents’ necks.

Every so often I heard the loudspeaker call yet
another colour of armbands to leave the pool.

I watched as more and more people climbed out to go
and get ready to leave.

The half hour passed by and soon enough it was my 
turn to get out.

Reluctantly I swam to the edge, slowly making my 
way out of the pool,

dragging my feet as I went.

Ellen Mulholland  Year 8
Joint Third place, Junior Section

CRYSTALS

Silently, without a sound,
The snow fell to the ground.
Slipped down from the sky,

From a place where no plane could fly.
It came in the dead of night,

When no one could see the sight.
But in the day,

It spoke to children, come and play.
And all who saw it fell in love,
With the crystals from above.

Emma Connolly Year 9
Joint Third place, Junior Section

STRAND

Waves push relentlessly against the sand,
A constant concussion of roar.

The frothy swash offers jetsam hesitantly up the 
beach,

The gentle backwash withdraws it, almost 
apologetically.

The fluorescent sun giving light but scant warmth
Illuminates pale flesh - quickening scarlet

Planting seeds of later aging
On its unstoppable journey west.

Children skip with temporary ice-creams
Garish sauces communing with sandy hands

The gritty crackle of sand-infected sandwiches
And too strong coffee and flask-matured tea.

Sandcastles scatter the lessening land
Standing proud for an hour until water’s cruel caress

Or child’s casual crush.
“Oh we do love to be beside the seaside….”

Siofra Gillan Year 12
First place, GCSE Years Section
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Between my finger and my thumb
The iPhone rests; as snug as a gun.

Under my window I hear a clinking sound,
When my father digs into spuds by the pound.

My Father, eating, I look down.

I see the same sight every evening,
My Father, Simon, eating.

Forking in rhythm through his dinner.
When he is eating.

The sharp knife cutting through steak,
But the blade is sharp enough to cut through steel.

He would eat anything put in front of him,
He could even eat a lemon without expression.

By God, the old man could eat.
Just like his old man.

EATING

My Grandfather, my name sake,
Could eat more in a day than any other man in ‘The 

Bread Shop.’
Once I carried him his dinner,

Plated sloppily by his wife.
He straightened up as I put it down in front of him,

Then attacked the plate.
Cutting and slicing neatly,
Heaving food into his gob,

Eating down and down to get to the treasure at the 
bottom.  Eating.

The cold smell of potato mould,
“Ugh, it’s grand, just cut it off,”

I remember him saying,
But I’ve no fork to follow men like them.

Between my finger and my thumb
The iPhone rests.

I’ll eat with it.

Liam Ferris Jnr  Year 11
Joint Second place,
GCSE Years Section

BEAR-HUNTING

Springtime, means bear-hunting time.
Grandma and I enter the forest gate,

The birds rejoice in song celebrating Spring.
Our feet scrunch on the loose gravel of the path,

Our nostrils fill with the sweet and sour smell
Of bluebell and wild garlic flowers.

Armed with a stick, I go deeper within,
Eyes peeled, listening so intently I hear my

Heartbeat.
It quickens, as does my step,

When I hear a rustle and a branch snap.

As I round the bush, there’s a terrible roar.
I open my eyes… and fear no more.

This bear wears a dress, to below the knee,
I howl out, ‘Grandma, you scared me!’

We laugh and joke, and have great fun,
I loved bear-hunting in the springtime sun.

Now when we go to the forest,
It’s for a much shorter stroll.
The pace is a lot slower now,

It is grandma who arms herself with a stick.
It is me who now holds her hand.

When she gets cold, I give her my fleece,
At the same time thinking,

‘The bears of Glenarm Forest, can maraud in peace.’

John Joe O’Neill  Year 11
Joint Second place, 
GCSE Years Section

WORDS

Words are like bricks,
They can build up a relationship

But they can build a wall between one.
They hurt

And they touch the heart.
Everyone has a right to speak,
To produce their own words.

To describe themselves,
To describe others,

To stand up for themselves
And to stand up for others.
They help you find a place,

A place of happiness and comfort.
Words guide you,

Words protect you.
They can hide away feelings,

You wish not to release,
Or they can free them,

Bring them from the heart,
To float into another’s ear.

Therese Mullaghan Year 12
Joint Third place,

GCSE Years Section
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THE BELLAGHY BARD

A way with words is something you can’t purchase.
You can’t download it.

You can’t borrow it from a friend.
You can’t hold it in your hands.

Or see it with your eyes and
You can only teach it to a certain degree

To those who are willing to listen.
And it has always been evident

That Seamus Heaney was born with this gift
And he used it.

He inspired millions with it.
He dug with it.

He did not waste it.
And it must have been difficult for Seamus

To be a humble farm boy
Living in a critical world

With the potential
To hearten a nation.

Niamh Wallace Year 12
Joint Third place, 

GCSE Years Section

INSIDE THE SNOW GLOBE

I shook the snow globe of my life and I 
Waited for snow to fall.  It never did.

My body had quickly become numb to
The tundra, yet my mind was still ablaze.

The arctic air hissed and seethed, swirling past
In an elegant waltz, both alluring

And somehow distant in its nonchalance.
Oh, how I wished to be free like that breeze!

Iridescent teardrops freeze to my cheeks,
Permanent reminders of hardships

I had faced; taunting me, reminding me.
Eyes closed, my body marled through the darkness.

We look up at the same sky, and see such
Different things.  Flowers bloom in even
The darkest parts of your mind, yet all I 
See is the lonely, frozen path ahead.

Caolan O’Neill Year 13
First place,

Sixth Form Section

THE SYCAMORE

A radiant face smiles on her leafy mane.
She dines to the fill in this balmy season.

Winged friends flourish under her relieving shade.
While the vibrant colours of Summer dance to their song.

The sharp Autumn wind bruises her soft green skin.
A relentless torrent of soggy bullets pelt and sting.

Pelt and sting.
Her flaming daggers fall to the ground
One by one, they surrender to the chill.

She sleeps now, alone on an icy bed.
She sleeps and dreams of the welcoming Spring.

And silently thinks on her land now dead.

The jubilant snowdrop declares the end
Of the suffering Winter. She raises her head.

A hundred thousand seasons she has endured.
A steadfast protector and bountiful home.

Still she remains, the wild sycamore.

Caoimhe Cooke Year 14
Joint Second place, 
Sixth Form Section

THE PIG
(An ode to ‘The Skunk’ by Seamus Heaney)

Up, pink and fattened like the sacrificial calf
At our wedding day the pig’s twisted tail

paraded the pig.  Night after night
I expected you like a visitor.

The electric carving knife whinnied into silence.
The barnyard light softened beyond the sty

I began to be as tense as a voyeur.

After eleven years I was composing
Love- letters again, broaching the word ‘wife’

Like a stored cask as if its slender word
had mutated into the night earth and air

Of the farm.  The beautiful useless
Taste of honeyed gammon spelt your absence

The aftermath of a mouthful of bacon
Was like eating you with a breakfast fry up

And there she was, the intent and glamorous
Ordinary mysterious pig

Mythologized, demythologized
Scoffing swill in the trough before me.

It all came back to me last night
As I was roasting a joint of pork.

T’was roasting merrily o’er the fat filled pan
I thought of you.

Ben Levy Year 14
Joint Second place, Sixth Form Section



160 161

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

DESCENT OF A NATION

Colours of yellow, pink and lilac were spattered across 
the African sky

as the golden red sun began to descend.

Golden rays clutched and grabbed at the trees and 
branches,

For fear of falling into the tormented water.
The battle was lost, and the gem disappeared.

Darkness descended.
A pitch black sky filled with thousands of diamonds.

Alive and free with no chains or boundaries.
The sky’s the limit and they had broken it.

Finally set free.

Katie McCullough Year 13
Third place, Sixth Form Section

NOSTALGIA

Sitting in an untidy classroom
I thought back to my early

days in school.
The smell of exam paper

The fear of certain teachers
Who knew how to strike

 And did! - The smell of fear - 
The friends I made

The teachers I hated - 
and later became friends

with, even becoming
colleagues with some.

I guess it is hard to
judge the 60’s from

the 90’s and the 2000’s
Happy days, miserable

days, hungry days, musical
days, Valentine days.

Days of success, days of
failures

Whoever thought then those
days could lead to this.
Writing a poem in an 

untidy classroom in 2013!
- Bloody Hell!

Paul Cunning – 
a class of his own, Staff Section!

On my first day at Loreto I was very excited, scared, 
confused (that scary timetable), nervous and full of 
anticipation about writing this new chapter in my life. 
There were so many questions whizzing through my 
mind, some of which were, “Who will my form teacher 
be? Will he or she be nice? Will I know anyone in my 
form class, will they be friendly?” and the biggest one 
was “Will I make any friends?” My form teacher was 
Bean Uí Mhianaín and she was lovely and helped us 
all to settle in and make friends. All of my teachers 
were very nice and helped us to learn in many 
different ways. 

The school seemed so big at the start of the year. 
This led to my friends and me getting lost quite a lot 
(all the time!) but we learnt to work together (our class 
learning objective) and eventually we got to class 
(success criteria fulfilled!). After the first month we had 
learnt our way around the school and weren’t getting 
lost (or not as regularly). I had got the bus to primary 
school before, but it was nothing like the pressure 
of getting the bus for Loreto, I missed the bus once 
(on a Friday, which wasn’t much fun). Since going to 
Loreto I have found myself a lot more tired at night 
(and in the morning) as I’m not so keen about getting 
up at seven in the morning. 

Some of the good things about Loreto are that all 
the teachers are very helpful and offer 
support and encouragement when 
they can, and there are many 
opportunities to learn 
new things and gain 
new talents. I have 
quite a few funny 
memories of 
my first year 

at Loreto: one of them comes from the day when my 
form class was on retreat. We had to sing a funny 
song about crocodiles and do strange actions, which 
made everyone feel silly. One of the best things about 
Loreto is the dinner: there’s always something nice on 
the menu and you definitely won’t go hungry. 

 One of my not so bright ideas was staying in for 
cross-country (something I soon realised wasn’t one 
of my talents!) as I ran around the school grounds 
with Mr Cunning shouting, “Keep going, Don’t walk!” 
As you can probably tell, I haven’t stayed in for it 
since. 

The hardest parts of the year were the Christmas and 
Summer exams. I had to do a lot of revision for these. 
The hardest exam was English as I wasn’t so good 
at developing my sentences and answering in full (but 
hopefully I’ve improved). My favourite subject is Art, 
and I don’t just like it because Mr Cunning is the best 
teacher ever, I like it because I enjoy drawing and 
exploring with colours and patterns.

 Looking back to that first day at Loreto filled with 
emotions and anticipation, I can happily say Loreto 
has not disappointed, and now, a year on at Loreto, 
I feel right at home in our community. I don’t mind 

getting up at 7am anymore, and I can’t wait to 
come back next year for more. 

Ailbhe McGuckian 
Year 8

STARTING AT LORETO
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On a night that was simultaneously my best and my 
worst, I managed to almost run over my favourite 
band, proceed to see this band perform live in 
concert, and then almost faint and throw up in a 
crowd of over 800 people.  I cannot express how 
glad I am that two of those things include the word 
‘almost’.

It was March 17th 2014, a date I’d been looking 
forward to so much and for so long that it was 
practically carved in my brain.  On this date I would 
see my favourite band, All Time Low.  It’s difficult to 
explain my feelings towards these four men who: 
1. Are too old for me, 
2. Are so unbelievably perfect I’m surprised this page 
isn’t tear-stained, and 
3. Don’t know I exist.  

Most people have this feeling, I think, whether it’s 
about a book, movie, or, also in my case, two British 
You-Tubers, and if you don’t have this feeling… then 
you’re probably a perfectly functioning human being 
with a great social life, who would consider me to be 
a lunatic.  (It is important to keep in mind my love for 
these four individuals as you continue to read…)

As I travelled in the car to Belfast, where All Time 
Low were performing, along with my Mum and my 
best friend Emily, my heart was pounding.  Being a 
fourteen-year-old who looks like a twelve-year-old 
who has to pass for a sixteen-year-old in order to get 
into this concert, meant right now my heart was the 
equivalent of a drum being beaten by someone much 
too enthusiastic.  My worries were soon forgotten 
when I felt an aggressive hand repeatedly thumping 
my shoulder, and the car came to an abrupt stop.  

“Emily, what the…”  I stopped mid-sentence as I saw 
Emily’s face and realized that her persistent hitting 
wasn’t out of spontaneous hatred, but rather elation.  I 
couldn’t quite make out what she was saying, as after 
every word she tried to say she would let out a small 
cry and point furiously out the window of the car.  I 
gave up trying to figure out whatever Morse code-like 
thing she was trying to hit on my arm.

Looking out the window, I saw four figures walking 
across the road, two of them wearing grey beanies.  It 
was All Time Low.

I felt as if my lungs had just caved in on themselves, 
and I was almost unaware of the strangled cry that 
escaped my throat.  I could well have smashed 
through that window, but instead I directed my 

ALL TIME HIGH OR ALL TIME LOW?

outburst of energy towards Emily and kindly repaid 
her for the bruises she had left on my arm.  Once our 
throats had gone dry from our blustering screaming, 
and we had recovered from the daunting experience, 
we pulled up outside the venue. It wasn’t until now 
that we started to think up the different scenarios 
that could have happened back in the car: we could 
have jumped out of the car, risked getting run over by 
the oncoming cars, and sprung on the unsuspecting 
band; but then again I didn’t want the only four people 
I like in the world thinking I’m a maniac.

Getting into the concert was easier than expected, 
as the security guards turned out to be a group of 
middle-aged men who cared more about getting 
home than checking a bunch of kids for ID.  As 
we walked into the large hall, I saw that the place 
was already pretty packed with many teenage girls, 
all looking remotely the same in their black skinny 
jeans, ‘emo-fringes’ and dark eyeliner and mascara, 
which I personally thought looked more like road tar.  
Every few steps you’d see a boy, which was as rare 
as water in a desert, and knew that the poor male 
species wasn’t exactly keen on being there but had 
been forced by the much too clingy girlfriend trying 
to squeeze the blood out of his hand, so tightly was 
she holding it.  As we continued to stumble through 
the crowd, I kicked myself for worrying so much 
about getting in, as I saw what looked like a bunch of 
ten-year-olds who had come to watch a pantomime, 
looking extremely out of place in their rainbow colours, 
in contrast to the blacks and greys of everyone else.  

There’s only one way to describe standing at a 
concert: hell.  Yes, everyone’s there to celebrate 
their love of music and to have a good time, but, 
being a short person who tends not to like to interact 
closely with other human beings, especially rude 
human beings, standing was essentially my greatest 
nightmare.

Luckily the support act wasn’t very lively and when 
they announced their final song, When I Die, which 
sounded more depressing than their previous five 
songs, I knew I didn’t have to fear being crushed 
to death by a crowd of happy moshers.  But when 
All Time Low were introduced, when the curtains 
dropped and the music started playing, all hell broke 
loose.

Any space I had to breathe was now jam-packed with 
people, and it felt as if the entire hall had shrunk in 
size.  Despite the obvious fact that there was clearly 
no more room at the front, people still insisted on 

shoving forward, squeezing themselves into any 
available space.  In that moment I would have given a 
kidney just to be taller.  Emily was having no problem, 
as she is almost twice my height, and therefore 
wasn’t the one struggling to see, but was causing 
others to struggle to see past her!  I tried to forget 
about the elbows hitting me unintentionally in the ribs, 
and the strange people pushing up against me, and 
looked in awe at the stage.

When I heard my favourite song and saw Alex’s 
beautiful face, I realized that all this commotion was 
worth it.  The first hour was brilliant and there were 
several times I had to remind myself that this was real, 
this was actually happening, although that seemed 
to numb the sensation that I was practically standing 
in a battlefield; the sensation began to wear off and I 
began to feel sick as I realized I was standing in the 
middle of my greatest fear: crowds.

At some point in the concert, I had come to 
the conclusion that I must fight to see or 
I wouldn’t see at all, but as my head 
started spinning, I began to draw 
back into the crowd, forgetting the 
purpose of being there and instead 
letting my fear swallow me up.  I had 
had this feeling before, and knew too well 
how this feeling ended.  I knew if I didn’t 
get out of there I’d faint, but the bright 
lights of the stage and the thumping 
music enticed me to stay.  I needed to 
get out of there, but I couldn’t bring 
myself to say goodbye to All Time 
Low: I’d been waiting for this for 
so long that I didn’t want it to end 
this way.  I subconsciously found 
my legs moving towards the door 
and accepted that I had to go; as I 
reached the edge of the room, my 
legs finally gave out and I slumped 
against the wall.

Fortunately, Emily had noticed me 
walking out of the crowd and followed 
me, but it doesn’t change the fact 
that I felt absolutely terrible for not 
only ruining my night but hers as well.  
As I cooled down and my eyes seemed 
to refocus from the blur, Emily got me a 
glass of water and I mumbled my sincerest 
thankyous and apologies as we walked back 
into the hall for the final few songs.

With some intense, vigorous flashing lights and a few 
lone drumbeats, the concert ended.  The reality of 

school the next day began to kick in, and already my 
mood was deteriorating as we walked gloomily out of 
the hall.  In an attempt to preserve the fresh memory 
of the night in our heads, we talked non-stop in the 
car on the way home, thoughtlessly rambling off the 
top of our heads everything that had happened.  My 
Mum just nodded as we spoke, adding the occasional 
‘Really?’, but it wasn’t for her benefit that we were 
speaking: we were just hopelessly trying to lengthen 
the night just a little more, and not get swallowed by 
reality.

Was it the worst night of my life? Almost.
Was it the best night of my life? Almost.
Overall it was one of the most worthwhile experiences 
of my life!

Caitlin Cosgrove
Year 11
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TITLE FOR THE ENGLISH

I look at the homework in its beady eye, 
and then at the clock.

I’d like to tell you more but I don’t have time to talk
about toys and games and fun.  

I look out my window and see the sun
has left me alone with the moon.  I’m the only one

awake and need to get this done soon.
I need to get started or I won’t be done ‘till noon.

I look in my diary and see,
‘poem to be done for English’

I curse the English teacher,
the one who blooming gave us

this sentence to death.  Should I do it?  
Well she can’t make us,

but I’ve had 2 detentions this month 
and I can’t get another,

because my mother prefers me to my brother, 
and I want this to remain forever.

I think of a title for the English and I begin to write.
I write about writing a poem and it takes me all night
but I finish, and I can’t remember when I had begun.

I look out my window and I see the sun.
Daniel White Year 12

EARLY MORNING

Early morning
walk on the beach.

I walk alone
with only my thoughts

and the beats of my music.

The tranquillity
almost moves me to prayer.

From time to time
the foaming water
touches my toes.

In the water
my footprints are erased.

In my mind
bad thoughts dispelled

my worries eased.

The river meets the sea
I return to reality.

Aine McNamee Year 12

I still remember that first day arriving at Loreto, waving 
goodbye to my mother, then standing in the Foyer, 
having no clue what to do with myself.  I was unsure 
of Loreto when I had first picked it as my school, as I 
did not know much about the school and none of my 
friends had decided to go there.  To be honest, the 
main reason I chose Loreto in the first place was to 
be able to roll out of bed at 8:15am and get to school 
on time, as I live so close.  Little did I know of the 
memories I was about to make in my Junior years.

After that first day, the school year began: awkwardly 
chatting to people you had only known a week or two; 
getting lost in the corridors and being directed to the 
school’s imaginary swimming pool by over-confident 
fourth-year boys, and getting terrified by scary Maths 
teachers.  After a month or two I was completely 
settled at Loreto and… I was actually enjoying it!  First 
year was a blast, but there were some days when I 
had so much homework that I thought I would die, 
days with some teachers being completely unfair, 
days when you fall out with your friend or seriously 
just want to fall asleep in class.  However, over 
the past three years, the good days have definitely 
outnumbered the bad, but I have had my fair share 
of interesting memories, and would advise any first 
years not to do the same things I have done in Junior 
school.

First, never talk in an exam.  I mean, never.  I learned 
the hard way in first year in the last 5 minutes of my 
last exam on a Friday, which was Art.  A pencil rolled 
off my desk as I vigorously drew a toothbrush.  I 
whispered to the boy beside me to pick it up, which 
resulted in my English teacher screeching at me for 
‘breaching serious exam regulations!’  Needless to 
say, I have not chatted in an exam since.  Another 
first year memory was when I had experienced 
the first Ash Wednesday in school.  I came from a 
predominantly Protestant primary school, and so I 
maybe was not as familiar with some of the Catholic 
traditions, so I asked my then Science teacher why 
everyone was ‘getting dirt on their face’.  I apologise 
for my naivety, as I know now it is holy ash.  Sorry.  I 
would also recommend not dancing to One Direction 
with spoons when they come on the radio, when you 
are in the canteen, when you are 11.  The Principal will 
give you a weird look.

JUNIOR SCHOOL MEMORIES

Also, if the fire bell ever goes off during school, do 
not do what I did in second year.  Please do not 
decide to jump on the back of one of your friends 
on a grassy area, with the whole school surrounding 
you, as you will, like me, fall and land on your back 
in a pile of wet mud.  Then you will turn around and 
see approximately fifty sixteen-year-old boys begin to 
laugh at you, with Mrs McEwan standing in the centre, 
looking at you like a disappointed mother.  Not one of 
my finest moments, I feel.

In February of my third year it had snowed, and I 
decided it would be a good idea to take part in a 
massive snowball fight at break – but I soon realized 
I was one of the only girls to do so.  Do not jokingly 
throw a snowball at a fifth year boy, as 20 more will 
turn around and pelt you back with snowballs.  At this 
point I tried to run back inside, but some boys in my 
year thought it would be a funny idea to lock the door 
and see me disappear inside a cloud of oncoming 
snowballs.  When they finally let me in, cheering and 
yelling at me, I managed to slide into the belly of an 
extremely tall 18 year old boy, and thud against the 
door of the Chapel, while everyone laughed.  Smart 
one, I know.  Hopefully you can avoid making some of 
these mistakes in your Junior years in Loreto.

But apart from all these ‘memorable moments’, I have 
also had so many fun memories.  Doing Phantom of 
the Opera in third year was a blast, and when you 
near the end of the school year and the sun is out and 
everyone sunbathes on the Chicken Run, it’s a pretty 
relaxing time.  Boys putting mints in a Coke bottle on 
a sunny afternoon, and chasing girls around with it, in 
June of second year, was another highlight.  Overall, I 
feel like I will be entering Senior school with a lot of fond 
and interesting memories of Junior school, although 
maybe not so much the fifth years pushing in front of 
me in the dinner queue, especially on a chip day.

Throughout my first three years, I have honestly 
appreciated and enjoyed the care that the teachers 
put into teaching their subjects and into their students.  
I have loved the atmosphere on a Friday afternoon, 
the great banter I have had and the friends I have 
made so far.  I hope that this all continues in my 
remaining years at Loreto.  Oh, and the pasta has 
been great too.

Flynn Faith-Crothers
Year 10
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Two words: ‘Noddy’ and ‘nudity’. I’m sure you’ve just 
laughed incredulously. Checked the title again, or are 
now bewildered. My reaction was similar too... but I’m 
afraid I’ve only loosened the dam of trauma, you may 
or may not experience by the end of this piece. Turn 
back now before you regret it...

I loved Enid Blyton as a child, and I still do. In primary 
school I devoured- metaphorically- entire series of 
Blyton’s books: The Famous Five, The Secret Seven, 
The Five Find-Outers and Dog, St Clare’s, Malory 
Towers, The Faraway Tree, Galliano’s Circus, these 
were all amongst my favourites. It got to the point 
where I wanted to be a ten year old sleuth, who ate 
scones with ‘lashings of jam’ during the ‘Summer 
Hols’ when I was home from my time at a boarding 
school, owned a dog with a name like ‘Humphrey’, 
and on the weekends performed in a circus. To me, 
she was the best. She wrote stories that captured my 
imagination perfectly.

A few weeks ago, I Googled her to find out how many 
books she had written, after a chat I’d had with a 
friend over what books we had read in primary school. 
What I discovered was catastrophic.... the writer who 
helped define what books I liked to read now, had 
a darker side. The books I had read throughout my 
childhood had actually been edited in several ways. 
I’m sure you recall the words from the beginning of 
this article. Noddy was but one of Enid Blyton’s series 
that was edited for various reasons- namely racist 
allegations. In the early 1980s, Mr. Golly, the golliwog 
proprietor of the Toytown garage, was replaced with 
a visibly white character named Mr. Sparks. Modern 
reprints of the Noddy series substitute teddy bears or 
goblins for golliwogs for instance. The golliwogs who 
steal Noddy’s car and dump him naked in the Dark 
Wood in Here Comes Noddy Again are replaced by 
goblins in the 1986 revision, who strip Noddy only of 
his shoes and hat and return at the end of the story 
to apologise. Quite a marked difference in storyline in 
that one story alone.

In other series of Blyton’s work some later editions 
have been altered to reflect more modern attitudes 
towards issues such as race, gender, animal rights 

MAKE WAY FOR NODDY!

and the treatment of children- for example in the 
Famous Five, references to George’s short hair 
making her look like a boy were removed in revisions 
to Five on a Hike Together, reflecting the idea that 
girls need not have long hair to be considered 
feminine or normal. Similarly, Arabella Buckley in The 
Naughtiest Girl is a Monitor originally wore slippers 
with swansdown trimmings, changed to ‘blue silk 
slippers’ in editions published since the 1970s, out 
of deference to modern views on animal rights and 
animal welfare. The Faraway Tree’s Dame Slap, 
who made regular use of corporal punishment, was 
changed to Dame Snap who no longer did so, and 
references to characters in the Malory Towers and 
St. Clare’s series being spanked, or being threatened 
with a spanking, were changed to being scolded. 
Characters such as Anne in the Famous Five have 
been accused of being ‘stereotypical’ in their portrayal 
of preferred female roles at the time.

I think it’s unfair to say that. People forget that these 
books were written in a time period where there were 
defined gender roles, and Blyton was writing for the 
audience of the time- her first book was published in 
1922. Enid Blyton herself said that she didn’t ‘care for 
the opinion of anyone above the age of twelve’ as half 
the attacks on her work were motivated by jealousy 
and the rest came from ‘stupid people who don’t 
know what they’re talking about because they’ve 
never read any of my books.’ For a time in the 1930’s, 
her books were actually banned from libraries, and the 
BBC classed her as a second-rate writer-the same 
BBC who made a film about her in 2009, with Helena 
Bonham-Carter portraying her.

In my opinion, I think she is a fantastic writer. 
Whatever people say about her, her books have never 
had a negative influence on me or anyone I know- I’ve 
read many of her books and I am neither elitist, sexist, 
xenophobic nor racist. Her legacy is an unbelievable 
one- her books have never been out of print, and she 
wrote over 700 of them in her lifetime, and was said to 
have written at least 10,000 words a day. Not many 
people today can boast that. 

Maria McQuillan
Year 13

THE ROSE

The raindrop fell upon
Its leaves and rolled

Right off, no doubt with ease.
It swayed from side to
Side in the wind, not

Knowing it would soon
Be cut and binned.

It lived on the land of
A grumpy old man who

Hated flowers upon his land.

His wife on the other hand
Disagreed and picked the flower up,

Greatly pleased.

Maybe this flower does
Have a life and lived

In a vase, in a lovely big house.
Anna Brolly

Year 8

THE SECRET LIFE OF 
SUSAN McKENDRY

Is she an ordinary farm girl?  In her spare time, Susan 

is an Irish Dancing Queen!  Just because Susan gets 

the highest marks in most of her tests, it doesn’t 

mean that she spends all her time revising for tests.  

This smart country girl is the world champion in her 

Irish Dancing age-group.  All she needs is a beat, 

and she’ll dance the school day away.  She’s always 

cheerful and bubbly and she will always be your 

friend.  Challenge her to a dance-off and she will win 

by miles, no matter how hard you try.  Just hope that 

she doesn’t break a leg while she’s on the dance 

floor.  She is a star dancer in the making.  In ten years’ 

time she will be a star to watch!
Aoibheann Conway

Year 9
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INTRUDER

The wind blows and the fallen leaves dance
The colours moving to a rhythm
They come to a stop all at once

I gaze astounded by their precision
I am an intruder, lost to the beauty of this world.

The moss creeps up the sides of the trees
A comforting velvet green against the faded brown bark

The steady thrum of a woodpecker hard at work 
awakens my ears

A pleasant noise I am not accustomed to
I am an intruder, lost to the sweet sounds of this world.

I take a deep breath, taking in my surroundings
I smell the damp rotting leaves

The earthy smell of the bark
I breathe in the unpolluted air

I am an intruder, lost to the smells of this world.

The sun shimmers through the bare branches as dusk 
is approaching

Birds take to their nests as the owls come out
Woodland creatures scurry along, knowing exactly 

where they are going
Everything is moving in the same direction, achieving 

the same goal
I am an intruder, lost to the ways of this world.

The time comes for me to leave this foreign place
I must return to the concrete columns and irritating 

noises
Leaving the inspiring views and sweet sounds behind
The peaceful movements of my shaded green world

Replaced with the hustle and bustle of daily life.
Fresh air and the smell of nature

Replaced by the thick smell of fumes
When the decision is mine to make

I will not be an intruder, lost in this world.
Rachel Wilkinson

Year 12

MY FIRST YEAR AT LORETO

When I started at Loreto I was excited, although a bit 
nervous as I feared that secondary school would not 
be as delightful as my family and friends had said, as 
they tried to convince me how much I would miss it 
when I finally left.

The fact that I knew nobody only made matters 
worse.  My friends from primary school had all gone to 
a different school: I was the only one going to Loreto.

When I got on the bus to the school there were a 
few other people from Kilrea whom I recognized from 
camogie, so I began to feel more relaxed.

Starting at a new school and making new friends can 
be quite tough, but with the teachers’ help you settle 
in more easily.

I think spending the first few days with your form 
class really helps you to get to know them and start 
becoming friendly with people.

I like the wide range of activities available, and am part 
of the netball, camogie and cross-country teams.

I like having a laugh in Mrs Nugent’s class, especially 
when we talk about her wee Citroen car next to all the 
fancy cars in the car park, and how, despite Science 
being a difficult subject, she makes it enjoyable.

Compared to primary school, there is a lot of 
homework each night, and, as I have lots of classes 
after school, I have to keep on top of my homework!

I enjoy not having to sit in one room all day, like we 
did in primary school, and I think a change of scenery 
helps pupils learn better: I know it has helped me.

I really like school now, as I have made lots of friends.  
I have learned new things in each of the different 
subjects, while figuring out which ones I like and may 
have a career in, in later life.

As the school year is nearly over, I think how quickly 
it has gone by and how many memories - good and 
bad - I have already.

Orla Mullan
Year 8

PROUD

In my hands
My life rests

In the salon, the noisy sound of hair dryers
People’s pointless melodramas trying to overpower 

the sound
I look across, my mother 

with a proud smile on her face

Her straining feet aching in agony
But still smiling, sixteen customers on
Gently washing another’s at the basin

Mummy standing proudly

The constant ring of the phone
that I was allowed to answer

With a polite manner asking how could I help them.
She was a magician in my eyes sending 

people out the door,
Looking completely different to how they came in just 

with the style of their hair
My eyes in wonder and awe on how she does it.

My mother is the sun and my father is the moon
Both depending on each other every day

My Father advised more men in a day
Than any safety consultant in Ireland

I remember watching him looking at gruesome videos
Of accidents happening on site

He told me he wouldn’t let it happen 
to anyone on his site

I thought of him as superman after that
Making sure nobody got hurt in the middle of the job

The Sound of Machinery, Daddy standing proudly

The smell of concrete being mixed, 
the colourful hardhats

Of the workmen who greeted me with a high five
Treated me like a prized possession on site,

I love them both dearly but I won’t follow 
in their line of work

In my hands
My life rests

I’ll do them proud.
Niamh Boorman 

Year 10

WRITER’S BLOCK

I stare at the page,
All I see is white,

I think, and I think but with no result.
This is what you call writer’s block.

The pen hits the page,
And stains it with a big, blue blob.
Still nothing, so I write down ideas,

Maybe I shall write about the sea or the sky,
Or maybe even the waves hitting the rocks on a cold, 

windy day.
My writer’s block is gone.

As the pen comes down all the ideas come flooding.
The pen has become scarred,
With blue marks everywhere.

Words, scribbles and asterisks everywhere I look.

It was as if I didn’t have to move the pen,
It grew legs, sprouted and ran all over the page,

Creating a tale of its own.
I stare at the page in disbelief.

My writer’s block is well and truly gone!
Fionnuala Keane

Year 9

HE WAITS

He waits for me, but I am scared.
He waits for me, but I am unprepared.

He stands and waits, arm outstretched.

He calls to me, but I can’t go.
He calls to me, but I don’t know.

He calls my name, in his tender way.

He walks to me, but I turn away.
He walks to me, I know I cannot stay.
I take his hand and let him lead me.

I follow him into the light.
My life is done.  I’ve lost the fight.

Erin McGowan
Year 13
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How did you spend your last summer 
break? Lounging around, doing next 
to nothing, and just enjoying some 
much needed free time from the 
stresses of school? Well that’s 
not how Chloe Platt, 13D, 
spent hers - in fact, as a part 
of her Amy Cadets’ project 
‘Ex Lion Cub Eagle 2013’, 
Chloe travelled across the 
globe to volunteer in the El 
Sauzal Orphanage, a family-
run orphanage in Baja, 
Mexico, near Ensenada! 
Chloe explains that her 
journey began with a quick flight 
to England, where she met with 
other cadets and instructors, and from 
there the group departed on a 10 hour 
flight from Heathrow airport to San Diego, 
and then took a 2 hour long coach journey to their final 
destination of Ensenada.

So what did she actually get up to on her charitable 
journey to North America, then? Well, from the 
sounds of it, quite a lot! Chloe clarifies that a typical 
day at the orphanage began with breakfast at eight 
o’clock, but from there it was essentially non-stop 
hard work until seven o’clock! Typical tasks she took 
part in each day included: clearing areas to ensure 
that the ground was safe for the children and locals; 
building play areas; painting and decorating the 
orphanage to brighten up the children’s day; and then 
the rest of her time was devoted to interacting with, 
and getting to know, the orphans themselves. 

The Orphanage was founded on June 3, 1967 by 
Ramon and Magdalena Espinoza, to act a home for 
children (from newborns, right up until late teens) in 
need; acting as a haven for those who have been 
deserted, for those whose families could not feed or 
clothe them, and for those who have no family at all. 
The owners describe it as a “spiritual home steeped 
in love,” and several of the Orphanage alumni have 
become lawyers, teachers, psychologists and social 
workers, thanks to the care and support provided by 
the owners and volunteers! However, the Orphanage 
needed help with renovating facilities and reaching out 
to the local community, which is why Chloe’s group 
decided to offer their help.

THE SECRET LIFE OF CHLOE PLATT

Part time Loreto student, part time international volunteer!

“It was an amazing experience!” Chloe 
exclaims, brimming with enthusiasm. 

“It was really worth while, makes 
you realise all the things we 

actually have over here, we’re 
so lucky.” Although the 
food may have been a little 
strange, and her encounter 
with a rattlesnake was 
definitely less than ideal 
(especially because I have 
known Chloe to shriek 
in pure terror at the sight 
of a fly! She’s no David 

Attenborough, we’ll put 
it that way), the whole thing 

was worth it in the end to see 
the smiles on the children’s faces. 

Chloe goes on to explain that the most 
memorable part of the adventure was the 

goodbye campfire on the last day of the trip, which 
she says is an experience she’ll never forget because 
it offered everyone a chance to celebrate the hard 
work they had all put in.

Feeling slightly guilty for spending my summer 
doing nothing but eating my body weight in pizza 
most days, I decide to quickly wrap up the interview 
by congratulating Chloe on helping so many 
underprivileged children, and by asking her if she 
thinks volunteering is something other people should 
consider doing this summer?

“Definitely!”

Well, if that’s not a convincing response, I don’t know 
what is. Sign me up!

Caolan O’Neill
Year 13

Since Caolan interviewed Chloe, we found out that 
Chloe had achieved the great honour of being named 
HM Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet for County Londonderry, 
at a ceremony at Hillsborough Castle. In this 
capacity, Chloe will accompany the Lord Lieutenant 
in representing the Queen at numerous events 
throughout the next year. Indeed, when the Queen 
visited Coleraine in late June, Chloe was among the 
first to greet her on her arrival in the town centre!

In front of me lies a blank piece of 
paper and a drawing pencil.  I stare 
at them and start to think.

I think of you supervising others.  
Watching them like a hawk.  And 
leading by example.

I picture you now expertly carving 
through the raw meat, slicing and 
dicing neatly with a delicate sort 
of precision and accuracy as you 
carefully navigate around your 
fingers so as not to chop them off.
Though I remember you coming 
home with nicks and scratches on 
your fingers covered in grubby blue 
plasters.

When I think of you out at work I 
can hear the sound of knives hitting 
chopping boards inside my head 
and I can picture you wearing your 
gloves and white wellies.

But then I start to think some more.  
I think of you, Grandad.

You’ve done many things in your 
time.  You started out a farmer, 
working hard, looking after the 
animals.  Then you swapped 
animals for bricks and started work 
as a building contractor making 
houses.

You then went on to be a lorry 
driver.  Transporting things from 
here to there.  And after that you 
worked at the airport as part of 
security.
I can picture you now standing 
upright and alert for anything and 
prepared to act.

I look down again at the blank 
page in front of me.  I’ll draw on 
it.  I’ll draw you dad, and you too, 
granddad.

Aimee Quigg 
Year 10

WORK

Donal Close has a secret talent 
that the whole school should know 
about.  This Glenullin boy is a 
wonder when it comes to traditional 
music and Irish dancing.  Donal 
is a star on the stage, just waiting 
for his chance to shine: a talented 
musician who has been filmed for 
national television at the 2013 All 
Ireland Fleadh in Derry.  With his 
wonderful music and love of dance, 
he is a star to look out for in the 
music industry in ten years’ time.  If 
Loreto had a wall of fame, he would 
surely be on it before he leaves 
school!

Aoibheann Conway
Year 9

THE SECRET LIFE 
OF DONAL CLOSE

It stands, the most beautiful harp,
While angels all sing in deep song,

The harp stands proud,
Having done nothing wrong.

As it plays its highest notes,
The angels all sing with sore throats,

With its elegant grace,
Its beautiful music can be heard 

from outer space.

No-one can be sad 
if the harp is around,

They sing happily as angels are found,
High above the ground, 

their wings so tall,
The angels hear music 
from a harp so small.

No wonder it is one of the most 
beautiful things around,

As angels among heaven found.
Its classical, traditional music is like 

no other,
Especially when she is with another.

Orla Mullan
Year 8

THE BEAUTIFUL HARP
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HOMETOWN TRADE

She lives her life in shades of sepia, 
Kept company only by her schizophrenia.
With a tired, punished jacket and a worn out smile,
They told her she’d only have to wait a little while.

From night ‘til day; seconds, minutes and hours, 
She’s earned her place, though some may still cower.
The hopeless summer breeze houses a sense of 
unease, 
Yet here she rises - this is her moment to seize.

With the patience of a saint, from the crack of dawn,
‘Til each of the seasons have come and gone,
And just when she feels she can’t wait any longer, 
She pulls on her armour and guards her street corner.

Caolan O’Neill 
Year 13

THE SECRET LIFE OF SERENA CORBETT

Is she just a simple student from Ballymoney, who 
gets high marks in all her tests, or is she something 
else, something that only her best friends would know 
about?  Some people don’t know this, but Serena has 
a flair for the extraordinary.  When it comes to sweets, 
chocolates and drinks, she doesn’t go and buy 
Maltesers, Mars bars or BPM.  She goes for the things 
you would hardly ever have heard of.  It’s the coolest 
hobby for any chocoholic or sweetaholic.  She buys 
and collects American sweets, Japanese chocolates, 
Finnish Angry Bird sodas… You can’t go wrong with 
this girl if you want the taste for the weird and the 
extreme - even something like Ghost Chili Gumballs.  
She is sure to be your friend if you like such exotic 
tastes!

Aoibheann Conway
Year 9

The other day I was flicking through a magazine 
looking at the “Style” section when I noticed 
something that, well, surprised me. On nearly every 
page, in every photo shoot the model was wearing 
something that I had hoped would never make a 
serious appearance in a fashion magazine, something 
that was once avoided and feared – socks and 
sandals.

I could hardly believe what I was seeing: was this 
suddenly fashionable? Why? This was the look that 
I know has been mocked since at the least the 90s 
and is stereotypically worn by middle aged dads. 
I wouldn’t consider myself overly fashionable, but 
was this really what’s “in” at the moment? Surely, 
I thought, there must have been a mistake, I was 
almost sure this could never be considered a good 
look; in my mind this was worse than wearing Crocs!

So I went to the place where I knew I could find the 
answer: Google.  And although I was comforted by 
the occasional dismissal of ever wearing them, I saw 
that unfortunately I hadn’t been mistaken. It was true. 
Socks and sandals were fashionable. Celebrities, 

models and fashion designers were all wearing this 
lethal combination that I had been told for so many 
years was a total faux pas. I know many of you 
reading this will be thinking “so what?” but this is 
something that I was certain would never look good, 
but now fashion designers were telling me this was 
something I should be trying to reflect.

It seemed to be a new craze, and until now had gone 
completely over my head. Was I now supposed to 
wear pristine white socks with Moses sandals? Was I 
unfashionable if I didn’t want to? Would everyone else 
be dressing like this now? Thankfully I haven’t seen 
anyone in the area trying to work the look just yet. 
However, fashion is ever changing and always 
shocking, so who knows, maybe in a few months’ 
or years’ time we’ll be getting mullets like in the 80s 
or wearing the unforgettable trucker hats of the 90s 
(although we’re halfway there with the sudden craze 
for snapbacks), though I do hope not. And as for the 
new socks and sandals look, I won’t be going for 
it anytime soon. I think I’d rather be unfashionable, 
thanks.  

Louise Hickey
Year 13

FASHIONABLY NOT-SO-GREAT!

Love, although it is blind, is smarter than most.
Desired, chased, lusted after.

Convincing us it is exactly what we need
And paradise is on the horizon.

They say it shows no boundaries
But we are all caged in it

Trapped and confused by the imminent silence 
of our hearts.

Freedom is not quite what we thought.

We spend our lives, looking for ‘love’
Looking for acceptance in our love of another

And looking for something so strange,
to love us in return.

Seemingly, this pure and undying love we seek
Comes in only one form;

The form of tiny hands clasped around one finger
And blissful smiles of pure ignorance.

A love so deep it can only come from those with 
nothing to regret

And so it seems safe to say, my darling, don’t rush,
There’s nothing here you’re missing out on,

I’ll love you with all my heart
Just never grow up.

April Murray
Year 13

TIME WILL WAIT

WAITING TO PERFORM

Toes tapping shakily
Knees knocking nervously

Legs wobbling like jelly
Tummy full of butterflies

Shoulders shivering with cold
Teeth chattering loudly
Voice dry and croaking
Eyes staring steadily
Brain spinning wildly.

It’s time…..
Eimear Dillon

Year 13
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I joined Loreto College in September 2010. I was 
overwhelmed by the sheer size of the school as I had 
moved straight from a primary school into Year Nine. 
It took me over two weeks before I could find my way 
from the main entrance to my lockers in the English 
corridor! 

My Grandmother had been sick for a number of years 
and she passed away in April of 2008 and my parents 
made the decision to move to Dublin, where my 
mother’s family live, to move in and take care of my 
Grandfather. We moved one week after I completed 
the Transfer Test, which was extremely stressful as we 
had been driving up and down to Dublin to prepare 
the house, all the while I was working my way through 
the mountain of past papers my father had stacked 
up in front of me.

I started in my new school on the first Monday in 
December. It was called St Patrick’s National School 
Dalkey and had 90 students, with only 11 in my class. 
I was so scared, everyone was so different - they all 
spoke differently, wore strange clothes (there was no 
uniform) and I was swept into the chaos of preparing 
for the Christmas Carol Service. I attended this school 
for just less than two years - Fifth Class (Primary 7) 
and Sixth Class (Year Eight). 
 
I was so excited to start Secondary School with all my 
friends from St Patrick’s, when my parents made the
decision to move back to North Antrim. I was devastated.
I would be leaving all my friends for a second time to 
start a new school where I knew nobody. 

We moved home in July 2010 and I spent the duration 
of the summer worrying ‘What if I hate it?’; ‘What if I 
don’t make friends?’; ‘What if they think I’m weird?’ 
My father drove me into Coleraine intending to buy me 
my uniform a few weeks before term started. I took 
one look at the shop and turned round to my dad and 
looked at him pleadingly. He sighed exasperatedly 
and agreed to buy it another day and took me for ice-
cream instead!

The summer passed by and the first day of school 
drew ever closer. On the morning of the dreaded 
day, I got up at half six in order to shower, pack up 
my little blue schoolbag and prepare myself for all 
the situations I might have to face. The half an hour 
drive into Coleraine seemed like an eternity. As I 

MY LORETO EXPERIENCE

sat slumped in the passenger seat, fidgeting with 
the button on my new blazer, we turned the corner 
onto the Castlerock Road and a swarm of dark blue 
uniforms came into my field of vision. I had never seen 
so many people all from the same school!

They all streamed off the buses in their hundreds, all 
laughing and chatting to long lost friends. We pulled 
into the car park and hesitantly made our way to the 
reception. I felt like an outsider in this strange place 
full of unfamiliar people, even though I was wearing 
the school colours. We were greeted by a swarm of 
smiling faces, teachers and students alike. ‘You’re the 
new girl, aren’t you?’ I remember a tall girl with red hair 
saying. I gave my mum a pleading look not to leave me 
in this unknown place but she smiled encouragingly 
at me and returned to the car. I was directed to the 
assembly hall by one of the teachers and sorted into 
lines which represented our new classes. There were 
so many people! There were more in my year than 
everyone in my old school put together. 

My name was called out by a teacher standing at the 
front of the hall who informed me that my form class 
was to be ‘9C’. I made my way over to my class line. 
A tall boy with dark blonde curls standing in front of 
me smiled warmly at me, calming me instantly, and 
introduced himself. His name was Niall. Little did I 
know, he would become my best friend. Everyone 
was smiling cheerfully and the whole room was full of 
laughter and summer tales. My nerves disappeared 
instantly. I felt so relaxed and my worried frown 
was replaced by a careless grin. Everyone was so 
welcoming and friendly, I started to wonder why I had 
been so worried in the first place! 

Now, four years later, I am now just about to finish 
Year Twelve in Loreto College, and an amazing four 
years they have been. Four years filled with last minute 
assignments, exam panics, forgotten homeworks but 
also with new friendships, life skills and achievements. 
Loreto is more than just a community, it is a family. 
It prepares us for all eventualities in life and gives us 
the confidence young people need to enable us to 
succeed in life. I have felt so accepted and part of 
the Loreto Community and I would say the same 
to anyone who is as scared as I was about starting 
Loreto - don’t worry, you’ll do great!

Oonagh Jordan
Year 12

BOOK REVIEW:
LOOKING FOR ALASKA

Looking For Alaska is another great book by John 
Green, the author of the popular novel The Fault In 
Our Stars.

Looking For Alaska is one of my favourite books.  I 
love the characters Pudge, The Colonel and Alaska 
very much.  Alaska is a very good character and 
has a lot of issues.  The Colonel is also very good, 
complete with his anger issues.  Pudge is great, with 
his extensive knowledge of people’s last words, which 
I found very interesting as I was reading this book.

I warn you now.  There is a plot twist and you may 
well cry.  Or throw the book at the wall.  Or both.

I recommend this book to most teenage girls and any 
guys who are comfortable enough with their sexuality 
to be seen with a John Green book!  If you do decide 
to read it, I’ll be here with a box of tissues.  Have fun!

Lucy McMullan
Year 11

THE SECRET LIFE OF… A MATHEMATICIAN

Known to some as ‘That one in the Maths room’, to 
everyone as Mrs. O’Kane, and to many first years as 
Anne Robinson, few have ever managed to see the 
real side of the Head of Maths in Loreto. So, it was 
with a nervous heart and chattering teeth that I stayed 
behind to ask if maybe, just MAYBE I could interview 
her for Loreto Lore.

For anyone who hasn’t been on the receiving end of 
the famous “O’Kane stare”, consider yourself very 
lucky. And yet, she was incredibly obliging when 
asked, even providing a list of her - surprisingly 
modern (sorry Miss!) - music taste. But more of that 
later, first the facts. Mrs O’Kane is a farmer’s daughter 
(“And proud of it!”) from Omagh, Co. Tyrone. She 
is an only girl with five brothers, and a past pupil of 
Loreto Omagh. She has always loved Maths and has 
a degree in the subject from Queen’s University. Her 
husband is an architect and she has three children, all 
past pupils of Loreto Coleraine.

Mrs O’Kane’s first school was Rathmore Grammar 
in Belfast. This was a particularly bitter discovery for 
me, as Rathmore had only just beaten us in a school 
match the week before. Despite not telling me HOW 
many years ago, Mrs O’Kane did tell me that she 
got married, moved to Limavady (God help her) and 
started working in Loreto, all in the same year. 

As I’m sure many of her Maths classes will attest 
to, she enjoys baking and handicrafts. I don’t think 
anyone will disagree with me when I say that the 
Oreo brownies she brought in for our Maths class, 
the day after our parent-teacher evening, were some 
of the best, although we weren’t sure at that stage 
whether it was because our PTM had gone well, or 
as a warning as to what was to come for our parents 
later…

I discovered that our Head of Maths is a technological 
whiz! She owns a Kindle and an iPad, which she is 
learning to put music onto as we speak. She enjoys 
reading murder mysteries on her Kindle but hates 
Agatha Christie, which is ironic considering she is 
considered the “queen” of murder mysteries. But Mrs 
O’Kane’s favourite book series without a shadow 
of a doubt is “A Song Of Ice And Fire” by George 
R.R Martin, more commonly known as A Game Of 
Thrones. She is on the third book of her second read, 
and I am reliably informed that it will shock and appal. 

Now on to that music I was talking about. It shocked 
me, and made me put my life in perspective, when 
I found out my Maths teacher had been to more 
concerts than I have. She was at Paul Brady in Dublin 
in January 2014 and this December is going to (hold 
on to your hats) Michael Bublé, as a present from 
an old friend from uni. What shocked me the most 
was her music taste. My eyes slowly widened and 
my eyebrows raised as Mrs O’Kane rattled off a list 
of modern stars,” Bastille, One Republic, Tom Odell, 
Bruno Mars… Yes Aidan I’m a hip young thing!” as 
well as the more traditional Van Morrison and the 
almost Mesolithic Jackson Browne. She also tells me 
she listens to 2FM and iRadio in the car.

I certainly discovered one or two new things about 
Mrs O’Kane from my interview with her. Her secret life 
is not so secret anymore!

Aidan Boyle
Year 11
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TWITTER TO ME

Ah Twitter,
The wise and more wisdom enriched sibling of the social media world.

You are always there for us, the slaves of the world wide web.
With your one directioners, your #taggers, the wannabe celebs,

and of course, who could forget, the twitter droids who tweet their lives.
But, dear twitter, you are not just merely a collection of blogs for the world to see,

No, you are so much more than that.
You are a shoulder to cry on, a trendsetter, an exploiter of rumours and secrets, 

a jungle of selfies, and so the list goes on.
But, dear people, twitter is our friend, and so let’s join together on this joyous moment, and say thank you, worthy foe  xo

Paddy Clarke, Year 13

ALPHABET OF BEAUTY

A. is for aardvark with its long ears and snout.
B. is for blackcurrant and its sweet, striking taste.
C. is for chick all fluffy and yellow.
D. is for the daisies covering the meadows.
E. is for eagle with keen eyesight.
F. is for family, most beautiful of all, helping and   
 caring, through it all.
G. is for grapefruit, yellow all over.
H. is for the horses running free in all their beauty.
I. is for our imagination: without this there is no   
 beauty at all.
J. is for jungle with all its inner beauty and hidden       
     secrets.
K. is for the kangaroo jumping around the outback.
L. is for lion, king of the animal kingdom.
M. is for the moon lighting the world at night.
N. is for nature holder of all beauty.
O. is for orang-utang with its big mysterious eyes.
P. is for parrot with its many colours.
Q. is for quail the small and simple.
R. is for raccoon and its long striped tail.
S. is for sapphire and its glittering blue.
T. is for tea tree and its distinctive smell.
U. is for uniqueness it is beauty on its own.
V. is for vixen and all her cunning.
W. is for wild and natural beauty.
X. is for xylem the fabric of trees.
Y. is for you, everyone and everything has beauty.
Z. is for zebra and its many stripes.

There is beauty in everything and everyone for many 
different reasons. Beauty is not always found on the 
outside but often by what we do to influence others.

Ailbhe McGuckian
Year 8

ENDLESS CYCLE

Monday morning has come yet again,
Now it’s time to alert my brain.

Zombie faces on the bus,
No one dares to make a fuss.

The day drags on and on,
With lots of sighs and the occasional yawn.

Tuesday has now arrived,
A strange thing called sleep - we’re all deprived!

Small talk develops on the bus,
Copying homework is a must.

The day goes by slowly and surely,
I’m over the Monday blues but I still feel poorly!

Wednesday emerges, we’re half way there,
No make up on but I don’t care.

The bus fills with idle chat,
Celebrity goss - who’s skinny or fat?
The day goes by at a steady pace,

A quick run to the shop - Spar or Mace?

Thursday raises a hand and says ‘hey!’
All pupils shout back “What was the delay?”

“We’re nearly there!” a first year chants,
“Be quiet loser” the upper sixth taunts.

Thursday jogs by good and fast,
Friday is in sight at last!

Friday pops up and shouts “I’m here!”
It was only a week but it felt like a year.

The bus fills with happy faces,
Sweets are passed round - strawberries and laces.

Friday zooms by, the last bell rings,
All pupils chant, dance and sing!

Nicola McAllister
Year 13

RELATIONS

Between my stroke and my breath,
My goggles rest: as wet as a well.

Through the door I hear pages turning,
When the pen hits the still paper,

My mother marking, I hear.

The heavy work load of administration,
No longer the chalk on the blackboard but the pen on 

the interactive whiteboard,
Stopping to hear the pupils’ questions,

My mother teaching.

The bell rings and the next class come in
As they settle down and open their books,

My mother gets herself organised, for the lesson ahead.
The definitions that they have to learn,

Are recited over and over again.

By God my mother could teach,
The opposite to my grandfather.

Oh how my grandfather could count,
Using his mathematical skills

The pennies, the pounds and the ten pound notes
He just never seemed to stop.

When his boss came and gave out deadlines
The worries of not being able to keep to them.

The sums seemed to get harder and harder as he 
quietly worked

My grandfather counting.

From the mid hours of the morning to the mid hours of 
the afternoon

When his work shift happens.
As a retired accountant now his pen rests

From my mother teaching to my grandfather counting
I’ve no eye to carry on like them.

Between my stroke and my breath,
My swimming suit rests.

I’ll swim with it.

Abigail McBroom
Year 10

THE SECRET LIFE OF
MRS CUNNINGHAM-BELL

We all know Mrs Cunningham-Bell as an Art teacher 
here at Loreto.  What we really want to know is what 
she gets up to when she’s not teaching.

She welds!  On the weekends, she welds pieces of 
metal together to create sculptures.  As we can see, 
she enjoys working with lots of different media.  It is 
her enjoyment of media that inspired her to become 
an Art teacher.

She is putting on a solo show in Belfast, displaying 
her artwork.  This particular show will consist of things 
like dead bodies and raw meats (not real dead bodies, 
let’s hope!), which are to symbolize death, as the 
theme of this show is life and death.

She has also held group shows in Spain, France 
and other countries, written articles for the BBC on 
a series called ‘The Relevance of the Tree’.  She has 
also held many workshops for people aged from 8 
upwards, in establishments such as the Foyle Hospice 
in Derry.

As we can see, she is a very well-established artist.  
Many are sure to go and see her show in the Engine 
Room Gallery, Belfast, in August 2014.

Lucy McMullan
Year 11

EXAMINE YOUR LIFE

There will come a time
when you look back on your life and think
‘This is all I’ve done?  What is the point of it all?’
and maybe you get a bit fed up
because you feel sick and tired of wondering why
you’re never ever good enough (never ever)
but then you say No.

Because you’re good enough (yes you are)
and you need to remember you can’t have sunshine
without a little rain (so dance in it anyway)
and your heart beats (boom boom boom)
and you deserve to be here
because you have your whole life ahead of you
so enjoy it.

Clodagh Gribben 
Year 13
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I’ve known Maria for four years now, and in that 
time I’ve got to know her pretty well.  Maria is that 
outgoing, loveable ginger that everyone is friends with, 
and that’s how I’ve come to perceive her over the 
years.  But it’s not until recently that I’ve been made 
aware of Maria’s hidden talents.

Maria plays both piano and saxophone and, from 
first hand knowledge, I can say that she is brilliant at 
both.  Maria first started piano lessons at the age of 
7, and has been playing ever since.  Her love for the 
instrument, and for music in general, stemmed from 
her love of Disney at a young age, and till this day 
Maria is still first in line to see the latest Disney movie.  
Maria attends her piano lessons outside school, and 
is currently working for her Grade 4.  She says: ‘Piano 
is great, because you can really play anything that you 
like.’

Along with piano, Maria plays the saxophone – ‘the 
alto sax’.  She started lessons only 2 years ago, and 
is already Grade 6.  Maria plays a very distinctive 
bright green saxophone and has played at many 
school concerts.  She says, ‘When you hear the word 
saxophone, you automatically think jazz, but saxes are 
in rock and some traditional music like The Piggies.’ 
Maria has proven this statement true, as she has 
taken the stereotypical jazz instrument and applied it 
to her wide ranging musical taste, playing songs from 
the likes of Coldplay.  Maria has hopes for a future in 
a musical career, primarily next year to change to a 
tenor saxophone and later in life to join a band.

When talking to Maria, I certainly had to ask the most 
important question: which did she prefer, sax or 
piano? ‘That’s like choosing between your children… 
but I’d pick the oldest child.  Piano.’

Caitlin Cosgrove
Year 11

THE SECRET LIFE OF
MARIA McLARNON

SCHOOL DAYS

It was the night before.
My body numb, while my mind reeled

Questions upon questions that were soon to be 
greeted with an answer.

When morning came I awoke with a buzz
Fumbling with my uniform

While my mother fussed over me
As she always does

After a breakfast of beans and toast
It was out to the school bus for the start of a journey

As a friendly face fell beside mine
We greeted the bus driver with a friendly smile

No one could have told me the first person I’d meet
Would be my friend for several years

And though we had fun
Our time was soon gone

Her for one school and I for another

And as my journey began once again
A friendly face that fell beside mine

And as I took longer steps towards the bus
We knew we’d be friends for a long time.

Christine McNally
Year 12

POEM

I can’t write poems,
It’s always been so,

So don’t make me do something I can’t
Because I won’t.

Janosch Railton
Year 12

After spending numerous long 
hours contemplating which member 
of the Loreto community would 
truly capture the ethos of our 
school, I decided that the logical 
approach would be to sit down 
and chat with our very own new 
Head Girl, Rebecca McKillen.  
While conducting and writing this 
interview, I soon found that not only 
would this be logical, it was also 
going to be a great deal of fun.

Now, we all know that the duties 
of the Heads of School are never-
ending, and so finding the time 
to actually sit down and chat was 
proving to be very difficult, so we 
soon settled for a wee natter over 
Facebook chat instead.

However, before I launch into the 
thrilling details of the interview 
itself, I feel it may be necessary to 
educate some of our younger pupils 
on just who Rebecca McKillen is. 
So here it is: born and bred in the 
fascinating town of Kilrea, Rebecca 
is not only a certified culchie 
but also a proud, yet somewhat 
peculiar, potato enthusiast.  I do 
remember that she once referred 
to herself as Sergeant Potato, but 
that’s all I’m going to say on the 
subject.  The fun doesn’t stop 
there… or actually maybe it does, 
as there isn’t really much more I’m 
allowed to say.

Moving swiftly on.  Upon asking our 
young spud-lover if she was happy 
to be interviewed by yours truly, I 
got the rather ominous response of 
‘Hmm, I’m having visions of what 

THE SECRET LIFE OF REBECCA McKILLEN: FROM INNOCENT SPUD FARMER TO 
ATTACKER OF FRENCH CITIZENS!

you might say…’ Take from that 
what you will, but I can promise 
you I have nothing but nice things 
to say!  I assured Rebecca that she 
could proof-read the article before 
it was published, and in return 
I got the rather chipper reply of 
‘Don’t worry, I’d hunt you down,’ 
accompanied by a lovely picture 
of a cat riding a scooter, with the 
caption ‘Me on my way to kill you’. 
Well: I think you’ll all agree that this 
is not quite cricket.

Of course I would never, ever 
attempt to tarnish the reputation 
of our beloved HG (a nickname 
which seems to have caught on 
rather quickly, might I add), but I 
feel a certain duty to my peers to 
allude to Rebecca’s previous acts 
of violence.  I was very cautious 
when broaching the subject 
of her encounter with a seedy 
French pickpocket: goodness 
knows how this vicious assailant 
might react!  Rebecca’s defence 
was, bien entendu, completely 
understandable: ‘I swear she was 
an immigrant!’ Ah yes… well, as 
long as you can justify your actions, 
Rebecca, we’re always going to 
support you!

Aware that neither of us has much 
time for idle chatting, I started 
asking the questions that really 
matter. ‘Will you, at any point in 
time, be using your powers as 
Head Girl to convince Mr James 
that cotton candy machines are an 
integral part of school success?’ 
I regret to inform you that I was 
left in three hours of agonizing 

suspense after posing this particular 
question.  At first, I assumed it was 
all too much and Rebecca had 
realized she wasn’t up to the job, 
but alas it turned out that she was 
just fulfilling her Head Girl duties 
and had been attending the Spring 
Concert.  In answer to my question, 
I got a startlingly enthusiastic: ‘OF 
COURSE!!!’ Along with that, I got a 
quick review of the Spring Concert 
itself, which, in case anyone missed 
it, was apparently very good!  But, 
to my horror, I soon found out that 
Rebecca is ‘only in this Head Girl 
thing for the tea and shortbread 
afterwards, duh!’ I couldn’t believe 
what I was reading, and, as I 
glanced at the time and realized 
that 10:30 is much too late to be 
up on a school night, I ended the 
interview there, and we said our 
goodbyes.  

However, sleep didn’t come 
easily after everything I had been 
through.  When I eventually got past 
the trauma of death threats and 
accounts of violence, I was still left 
with three harrowing questions in 
my mind.

Am I the only one beginning to 
doubt the purity of the mass of curls 
we have appointed Head Girl?
Are we in need of a rebellion that 
would put Katniss Everdeen to 
shame?

And, most importantly, are we really 
getting a cotton candy machine?!

Nicole McNicholl
Year 13



180 181

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

Between my finger and my thumb,
The brush rests, as snug as a gun,

Across the room a clicking sound,
When the microscope focuses,

My mother testing eyes,

She walks across the room,
Looks down into the lens,

Looking for faults,
Testing,

She stands at the podium,
Talking to people in the hall,

Lecturing,

My mum is my father’s boss,
Though he claims otherwise,

My father sits across the room,
Ticks and crosses on paper,

Testing,

He writes until the time comes,
For him to get up and say his part,

Lecturing,

Between my finger and my thumb,
The brush rests, I’ll test with it.

Eliza Richardson
Year 11

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF
A CURTAIN

Tugged and pulled all day long,
It sees the same day after day.

Inside, outside, protecting you from 
the light,

Lucky those windows are watertight.
It stays on the wall, longing for more,
One day it will get taken down and 

torn.
Maybe one day be made into more…

Anthony Christopher
Year 9

CREATIVE WRITING ADULTHOOD

A little girl was feeling sad, 
she missed the presence of her dad. 
Twelve hours he would spend at work, 
free widgets were the only perk.
One day, she felt distinctly bad, 
after six hours of revision, lagging connection made her absolutely 
exasperated. 
No longer finding comfort in her low-voltage light’s hum, 
she confided in her mum.
“If only we could Torrent ™ him, 
your pretty face would be less grim” 
But she could not keep listenin’ 
she turned her song over to Matt & Kim.
Finally, absorbing her mum’s advice 
she didn’t need to consider it twice. 
Her dad repelling, 
the idea compelling,
she rushed for the laptop.
Scientifically proven techniques now filled her brain, 
her ecstasy contrasted by heavy rain. 
“By breaking one immaterial bone;- 
you can Create Your Own™ clone”
Blind-folding him with loathed Primark™ clothes, 
she exhumed marrow with garden-hoes. 
He screamed at the top of his voice, 
but on cloud nine, she heard no noise.
Concocting calcium with poison, 
she began to overdose on 
the toxicity 
stealing life from puerile helium molecules like it was a necessity.
Her golden locks frizzy, and her head fuming, 
she became wide-eyed and unassuming. 
Just when her blend bubbled over, 
she wheezed enough air to make her sober.
She hid behind her veiny, violet eyelids. 
A monster didn’t pull away her hands- I did.

Oliwia Widuto
Year 11

My older brother was called Jack.  
I suppose there are good things 
about having an older brother, 
but it sometimes felt like the cons 
outweighed the pros.  Like when we 
were little children and he wanted to 
‘play fight’ with his younger brother 
outside, usually leaving me with 
bruises and him with a sense of 
satisfaction.  Or when he suddenly 
had a growth spurt and I was 
dumped with all his old clothes and 
he got everything brand new.  It also 
sucks if your brother is smarter than 
you, even though he never even tries 
in exams, and the teachers keep 
saying the exact same thing to you 
every year. ‘Owen, why can’t you 
just be more like your brother Jack 
in school?’ I don’t think they realized 
I am not Jack.  I’m nothing like him.  
I’m Owen: there’s a difference.  I’m 
also the middle child, with a younger 
sister.  That sucks too.

Sometimes it felt like Jack was the 
perfect child; he was one of the 
best footballers in the school.  Top 
in his year in Maths and Science, 
being seen as the handsome one of 
us two, and having more girlfriends 
than I can count.  I wasn’t jealous 
of Jack for these things, and didn’t 
hate him: it just seemed a little unfair 
at times.  Of course we had sibling 
fall-outs, but who doesn’t?  I loved 
him, he was my brother.  Bad sense 
of humour and annoying, but still 
my brother.  

It was coming up to Jack’s 17th 
birthday when I noticed something 
was different. Jack never shut up: it 
was like he couldn’t get the words 
out quickly enough, but he became 
more and more quiet around the 
house.  My father joked that it was 
a miracle he was finally learning how 
to shut his mouth after all these 
years.  Then phonecalls from school 
began, saying Jack was missing 
classes and had stopped attending 
football practice.  My parents 
couldn’t believe that Jack, of all 
people, was doing this.  If it had 
been me skipping classes, I think 
they could have believed it better.  
They even asked if they were sure 

MY BROTHER JACK

The events of this story are fictional.

it was Jack missing class, and not 
me.  It was Jack.  My parents talked 
to him about it, and just put him 
missing class and football down to 
stress about the upcoming exams.

Jack just kept getting worse.  He 
didn’t want anyone round for 
his 17th birthday, and slowly he 
just stopped leaving the house, 
sleeping mostly.  We all acted 
like this was normal, until in the 
mornings Jack just refused to go 
to school, and was even physically 
sick.  That’s when Mum and Dad 
got him checked out.  We found 
out Jack had depression.  Jack?  
Depressed?  It didn’t seem right at 
all.  Jack began going to therapy, 
everyone hoping it would help 
him.  I tried talking to him about it, 
but I’m terrible at all that emotional 
stuff.  So was he.  We never really 
got anywhere, he was always ‘fine’.  
Slowly but surely, Jack seemed 
to be getting better.  He took up 
football again and even started 
telling jokes again, no matter how 
bad they were.  He was viewed as 
‘almost cured’ in most people’s 
eyes.  However, I could still see 
the way he stopped smiling and 
dropped his gaze when Mum 
stopped looking at him.  I could see 
he was doing homework again, and 
making an effort to go out of the 
house, but he didn’t seem to enjoy 
it.  He still slept a lot.  I wanted 
to believe he was getting better, 
I really did, but I just didn’t.  One 
night, around 3am, I heard a knock 
at my door.  It was Jack.  ‘Owen, 
can I come in a minute?’ He sat 
tentatively at the end of my bed.  
‘Um, sure, sure,’ I murmured, sitting 
up in bed.  ‘Are you ok?’  There 
was a brief silence, he cleared his 
throat and began.  ‘I don’t feel 
like I’m getting better, Owen, but 
I so want to.  I really do.  I’m just 
so tired of everything, all the time: 
everything needs to slow down.  I 
don’t like it.’  Jack seemed to be 
getting upset, but kept going.  ‘All 
I want to do is sleep, I feel that’s all 
I can do. That’s not even enough 
any more.  I want to sleep forever.  I 
don’t understand myself any more.’

Jack cried that night in front of me 
for the first time since he was 9.  I 
didn’t know what to do so I just 
got up and hugged him.  ‘I’m your 
brother, I’m here for you; whatever 
you need, and everything will be 
ok, honestly.’  Jack hugged back 
tighter.  ‘Thank you,’ he breathed, 
and broke the hug.  I felt a little 
awkward afterwards, but Jack 
seemed to be feeling better.  He 
stood at the door for a minute, and 
lingered.  I didn’t know what to say.  
Why was he thanking me anyway?  
‘Goodnight, Owen,’ he smiled and 
went to his room.  Next morning I 
checked on him, quietly knocking 
the door.  ‘Jack?  Can I come in?’  
That’s when I opened the door 
and saw.  That was the morning 
my brother killed himself.  I was so 
confused.  I didn’t want to believe it.

He was getting better, why had he 
hanged himself?  I started shouting 
his name, expecting him to take the 
noose off his head and come down.  
After that, everything is a blur.  My 
mother’s screams, my sister crying, 
the ambulance, my father looking 
so lost.  No note left.  The funeral.  
Family members I had met a handful 
of times before, hugging me with 
tears in their eyes, ‘so sorry for my 
loss’.  Why should they care?  They 
didn’t even know Jack.  It was my 
fault he died.  If I had said something 
more, something extra to help him, 
he might still be here.  I felt so guilty.  
I was so angry at Jack.  He wasn’t 
supposed to die, that’s not what 
was meant to happen.  Sometimes 
I felt like dying after Jack’s death, I 
really did, but that would be selfish.  
It wouldn’t solve anything.

Months have passed after Jack’s 
death, and I still think about him 
every day.  I’m still angry, still guilty, 
and every day I still miss him so 
much.  I guess there are good and 
bad things about having an older 
brother.  But the worst?  Not having 
one at all.

Flynn Faith-Crothers Year 10
Winner of the 

Junior Magazine Prize
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DIGGING

Between my hand son my lap
The textbook lies, tattered and old.

Under my window a car pulls in
When the door slams, in the frame of the car
My father appears, with his suitcase in tow

Returning from travel, weary with jet lag.
No rest for recovery, 6 am wake-up
The next day, back to the schedule

Home for the time being

Blackberry nestled in the pocket of
His suit, computer near ringing with e-mails

requiring responses.  Travelling often
All over the world, bringing back business

When he returns.

My father has travelled everywhere
My mother not quite as far.

Yet she commands the office of her work
She is efficient and patient

calm to an extreme.  No pressure
Will phase her, no deadline is tight.
Tapping the keys on the computer

To put right others’ wrongs.

My mother’s work does not end there
Cooking and cleaning, washing always

To do, with the same efficiency employed

My textbook, with skills to learn
Will take me to the places

My parents have been.
Maggie McBride

Year 11

JUMPING IN THE GRASS

It was the last day of the summer,
I was going to make the most of it.

Outside the sun was shining,
And it was time to play.

Time to get my shorts and t-shirt on,
So off we go to the field.

I can smell freshly cut grass and
My fruity icepop.

Rows of grass stand beside me
I feel excitement jumping inside.

We have contests to see who can
jump the furthest.

After a while I feel myself itching
The grass has given me a rash!

Now I am tired and just want to sleep
I wish the day would go on and on

As school starts in the morning
Summer’s over!

There’s homework, uniform and early mornings
But the day was worth it.

Sarah McAllister
Year 8

I walked in. The room was pitch 
black. I could see absolutely nothing 
at all. I fumbled around my pockets 
until I found a torch. When I turned 
it on I had to blink several times 
because it was so bright. It was like 
a full moon at midnight. I searched 
the room and found out that there 
was nothing except a door. I 
wondered where the door led to. 
Was it safe? Should I check and 
see? Finally, I made up my mind.

I opened the door. It was silent. The 
door creaked loudly. It was still so 
dark that I couldn’t see anything 
outside of the torch’s beam. All of a 
sudden the lights went on. “Ah ha!” 
someone shouted loudly. I jumped. 
I turned around to see a group of 
mysterious looking people. They 
were wearing black cloaks which 
covered every single part of their 
body except their eyes. They were 
sitting in a circle with one hooded 
figure in the middle. Hurriedly, I 
turned to leave but only to find 
the door had vanished! Everyone 
turned to look at me. I felt as tiny 
as a mouse. Their eyes were as 
cold as stone. There was a deathly 
silence. It felt like a lifetime but it 
probably didn’t last longer than a 
few minutes. Finally, the figure in 
the middle spoke. I couldn’t hear 
exactly what he said because he 
was mumbling under his breath but 
it sounded something like, “Ah so 
you have joined the group I see?”  
He then turned to everyone else 
and said,” We have a new member, 
this one seems very young, well 
then let’s get on with some spells, 
what spells do you know?”

I became quite flustered,” I don’t 
know any spells, I don’t know 
where I am, I don’t know who you 
are.” He came and sat beside me. 
“I’m Drake,” he said,” and you’re?” 
“Annie,” I said. He seemed very 
friendly. “Well, Annie, welcome 
to the UWS.” “The UWS?” I said. 

WIZARDS IN MY LIVING ROOM

“Oh my goodness,” he said, “She 
doesn’t know who the UWS are!” 
He turned to look at me: “We’re the 
Undercover Wizard Society.” It was 
like a dream. Drake told me a list 
of rules. Firstly, you could never tell 
anyone about the UWS, secondly, 
you should always work to the best 
of your ability and, finally, always 
wear the correct uniform. I asked 
what the correct uniform was 
and he said you had to wear the 
black cloak. You could only take 
it off when you were doing spells. 
“What spells do you know?” he 
asked. “I don’t know any spells; I’ve 
never even done magic before.” 
Suddenly, someone emerged from 
the crowd. “Oh my goodness, she’s 
not a real wizard and she’s going to 
tell everyone about the UWS. We’ll 
get found out and we’ll all get taken 
to prison and …” “Don’t worry 
about her,” said another member of 
the group, “that’s worrying Wilma, 
she gets very stressed about things; 
you mustn’t take too much notice 
of her. Oh, by the way, I’m Shelly, 
but you can call me Shel.” All of a 
sudden, everybody was shouting 
their names.

I can only remember Thomas, 
William, Polly, Susan and there were 
a lot more. Things were starting to 
get a bit out of hand when Drake 
yelled, “Quiet please!” and everyone 
fell silent. “I suppose we should 
probably teach her a few spells.” He 
handed me a wand. I learnt how to 
make things fly, vanish, appear and 
change colour. The room became 
very noisy. There were very loud 
noises. BANG! POP! FIZZ! SPIT! 
Suddenly, I realised that I had been 
there for ages. Finally, the session 
was up. Everybody stood up to 
leave; well I thought that was what 
they were doing. Instead they took 
off their cloaks and underneath they 
had incredibly colourful clothes. It 
was like a rainbow. Everyone got 
their wand and started to point it 

at different parts of the room. Parts 
of furniture started to appear and 
disappear and suddenly I realised 
that it was my living room! Everyone 
came up to me and told me stories 
about the UWS. They were very 
interesting. How could all this have 
been going on in my very own 
house and I didn’t know? Everyone 
was starting to leave so I decided 
to as well. Everybody handed their 
wands up to Drake. He smiled at 
me. He asked if he would be seeing 
me next week. I told him I was 
busy. He looked heartbroken. He 
said,” I hope that you enjoy your life 
and you are successful with your 
career and remember, you always 
have a home with the UWS.”  I was 
about to hand up my wand but he 
refused and said, “No, you keep it 
so that you will always remember 
me.” I looked very closely at my 
wand and saw that there was 
writing on it. It was engraved in gold 
and said “Magic is like a dream, too 
good to be true, but too true to be 
good.”

Suddenly, I woke with a start! 
Where was I? Did that really just 
happen? Was I only dreaming? 
Then I remembered, I was in my 
bed and I was about to get ready 
for school. It was all a dream. I 
looked down and saw that in my 
hand was a wand. I looked closely 
and saw the words, “Magic is like 
a dream, too good to be true, but 
too true to be good.” I couldn’t 
concentrate in school at all.
   
I still remember that night, ten years 
later. I treasure the wand and look 
at it every night. I only went back 
once. When I did, everything was 
different. Drake wasn’t there, nor 
worrying Wilma or Thomas, William, 
Polly, Susan or any of the others. I 
guess they’d just moved on.

Annie Levy
Year 8



184 185

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

School… the school life never 
comes that conveniently to a 
teenager. By saying this I mean that 
school and the so-called “drama” 
of a student’s life at school is never 
easy! Finding the right school for 
your capabilities is hard on its own, 
but on top of all that you have work, 
essays and projects to do and, if 
you are a real high school student, 
these tasks will be done as a “last 
minute masterpiece”, or a “Midnight 
Miracle” as I like to call them! And 
then there are the teachers, and 
no two teachers are the same: 
from teachers who say with a wink 
and a smile this question “might” 
be on your next assessment or 
the teacher who says, “Why are 
you packing up? There are still 25 
seconds of my class left”. As for the 
pupils, they are like dolly mixtures, 
some you eat and some you share 
and sometimes you just leave some 
in the packet, while you also might 
have a favourite flavour. 

In high school, teenagers 
exaggerate a lot about childish 

WHY DO WE HAVE SCHOOL…?

things. For example if someone 
bumps into you on the corridors 
they may think of it as an immense 
injustice, when really it was just an 
over-exaggeration. Teenagers seem 
to do this a lot! When I started at 
Loreto I over-exaggerated to my 
Dad that I really needed a laminated 
timetable for my blazer pocket.  He 
kindly said that he would make one 
for me, but I should have realized 
that my Dad isn’t the best at 
copying out a piece of information, 
so the next day I went to French 
instead of History! Thanks Dad. So 
the moral of this story is: if you want 
it done right, do it yourself! 

Sometimes I wonder why we need 
school: if we have YouTube to teach 
us music, and if Dora the Explorer 
can teach us Spanish; if we want to 
do sport we can buy a Wii, and why 
should we learn English if all words 
can be shortened to brb and lol? 
Then why do we need Maths if we 
have calculators, while we can get 
a globe to teach Geography and 
why should we care about History if 

they are all dead anyway? And why 
should we need a teacher’s help if 
we always just end up saying we 
understand to get the teacher to 
go away?  But I suppose we have 
learned more than just looking like 
we’re paying attention, when we’re 
not paying attention, instead texting 
without looking! 

Now you may be reading this and 
thinking “Wow, she must absolutely 
hate school!” but I must admit, no 
matter how much grief that I have 
just written about hating school, I 
do truly love Loreto! And now, as 
we progress to our second year, 
with our blazers that no longer fit 
and the people who were complete 
strangers about ten months ago 
now feeling like family, I have to 
thank all of my teachers.  Even 
though you all seemed so mean 
and intimidating at first, I have 
released you are just like us, 
stressed about the tests, and I will 
be forever grateful!

Niamh Granleese
Year 8

MY BIRTHDAY PARTY

I’m so excited I cannot wait,
I watch out the window, I hope no-one’s 
late.
They start to arrive, 1,2,3,4
Grown ups and children and presents 
galore.

The screech of the blowers fill the room with 
noise,
I rip open my presents, “Yeah, more toys.”
Crisps, sweets, cake and candles too
Streamers and balloons, “Happy Birthday to 
you.”

My party is over now and everyone’s leaving,
The house is a mess, my tummy is heaving
I dash through the hall and yell,
“QUICK!”
“GET OUT OF MY WAY I FEEL SICK!”

Ruairaidh Kelly
Year 8

THE FAMILY WALK

In the car all wrapped up.  Woolies on, coats zipped
On the way the little ones fight and bicker

My parents talk and I listen in.
We are ready for our family walk.
Not a clue where we will end up.

Out of the car, out of the heat
Into the cold, onto the beach.

The wind in my hair, the sand already in my shoes.
We pick up stones and launch them into the deep blue sea.

I pause, I think about what I can see.

We laugh and carry on about the days that are now gone.
We stop at the chip shop for our tea.

As our family walk draws to a close, I take steps ever so slow.
I don’t want it to end.

We are out of the cold, off the beach.
I am in the car again.

Waiting, waiting for our next adventure walk.
Yasmine Peacock

Year 9

Her wrist strains forward and back
As she glares at the screen

Listening closely as the heart beats fast
All day long this process does last

Up, down, all around, the gel is spread
The cool, cold, crisp feeling of the liquid

Smeared over the hard, prominent stomach
All day long this process does last

Women of all ages, young and old
From teen mums to late mums

Walking through the door
Greeted with a smile, nothing less nothing more

All day long this process does last

Lying patiently, not knowing what to do
Should they buy pink, should they buy blue

My mother waiting to break the news
All day long this process does last

From morning ‘till noon
All day long this process does last

A job my mother does so great
But for me I will not follow this trait.

Rachel McIntyre
Year 12

THE HARD STOMACH NATURE

The Autumn leaves lay crushed on the ground,
The previous walkers having left their mark.

I look up to the trees above,
There they stand, bare and stark.

As I walk on through the night,
I see marvels I wouldn’t see in daylight.

Bats, hares, rabbits and foxes,
Huddle up in discarded boxes.

Cardboard boxes, why?
Why are we ruining our lovely wildlife?

All the animals’ habitats ruined,
Living in strife.

What effort does it take to stop littering?
None at all.  It’s an easy matter.

Don’t destroy our nature with laziness,
Put it in the bin, that’s the answer.

Carla Kane
Year 12
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THE SECRET LIFE OF EMILY CAMERON

Emily Cameron is a Year 11 student and, like the rest 
of us, attends school from 9 to 3:15 and then goes 
home.  But when she goes home, she sits up reading 
and writing about until 3am, in another school, with a 
little more… magic.

From a young age, Emily was brought up having the 
famous Harry Potter books by J.K. Rowling read 
aloud to her as a bedtime story.  With these stories 
already enticing her, she eventually, at the age of 8, 
began to read them herself.  As her love for the books 
grew, the films based on the books began to be 
released.

When the final book of the series was released, Emily, 
like a dedicated fan, went to the midnight release, 
and when the final film was released, again, like a 
dedicated fan, went to the first showing… and, as 
soon as it was over, bought a ticket for the very next 
showing.  The completion of the series was hard on 
all Harry Potter fans and, in the hope of not forgetting 
the worldwide best-selling series, Emily still rereads 
the books over and over again, rewatches the films, 
looks at fan-art and songs, and has become a 
member of the online Harry Potter fandom.  When 
I speak to Emily, she says, ‘I’m still coping with the 
emotional stress of the series ending!’

Emily herself has even written some of her own 
fanfiction online.  If you don’t know, fanfiction is when 
someone who is a fan of a piece of work, such as a 
book or a TV show, writes their own story using the 
characters from that work, or even adapting part of 
the story.  Emily’s fanfiction, entitled ‘A Meeting In 
the Broom Closet’, has received an overwhelming 
amount of views online, over 20000, and it is due to 
this success that Emily has social media accounts 
where over 2000 people follow her to share her love 
for Harry Potter.  About being part of this massive 
fandom, Emily says, ‘Once you’re in, there’s no 
escape!’ 

Emily was lucky enough to go to the Harry Potter 
studios in London, where, since it was her birthday, 
she got to open the doors of the Great Hall which was 
featured in so many Harry Potter scenes.  Of course, 
Emily was crying her eyes out ‘with eyeliner running 
down her face’, and ended up spending most of her 
money in the gift shop, buying wands, posters and 
other Harry Potter-related merchandise.

When I asked Emily how Harry Potter had changed 
her life, I quite honestly expected tears, but, spending 
most of her 15 years consumed by these books, 
her life practically revolving around them, she had a 
lot to say. ‘I don’t know who I would be if it weren’t 
for Harry Potter.  It has given me so many good 
memories, the best friends and countless laughs.  
Harry Potter started off my (unhealthy!) addiction to 
books, and for that I am grateful.  When I am sad, I 
come back to the books and they never fail to cheer 
me up.  Harry Potter is one of the most important 
things in my life and I know some people think it’s 
totally weird how a fictional character can mean so 
much to me, but I don’t care: Harry Potter is, and 

always will be, a part of me.’

And that’s it.  Emily 
Cameron and the Life of 
Secrets. 

Caitlin Cosgrove
Year 11

I heard tiny tapping on my bedroom window. I opened 
my window and a tiny fairy flew into my room. I felt 
as big and as strong as an ox compared to her. I get 
bullied at school for being small but now I’m bigger 
than someone or something...                                                                                                                   
 
I was really shocked when I saw her. She was wearing 
a green, sparkly dress, and small shoes with a bauble 
on each. She had her hair pinned back with a white 
clip and her wings were white with pink sparkles 
through it. She had such a sweet voice when she 
said,
” Hello, do not be afraid, I come in peace.”
I was still very afraid but not as much. I ran downstairs 
and got a jam jar with only a little left and a piece of 
bread. When I went back into my room I found her on 
my bed with her slippers off, getting comfy. I said to 
her, 
“Look what I’ve got you,” and the second I said that 
she flew away.

Sadly, I was shouting for her out the window but she 
never answered. I was really scared for her in that big 
bad world out there. Then I thought she might have 
thought that I was going to put her in the jam jar but I 
would never do that. Shaking, I pulled on my dressing 
gown, a pair of slippers and a hat. I tiptoed as quietly 
as a mouse past my parents’ bedroom in case they 
woke up. It was raining cats and dogs and outside the 

TINKER THE FAIRY

Mullan house I saw a trail of fairy dust.

Quickly, I ran after it and I saw Tinker under a bush 
with cuts all over her body and a very damaged and 
out of place leg. 

”Stop, don’t come an inch closer you, you fairy killer!” 
Tinker exclaimed. 
“No, no Tinker you have got it all wrong, I was 
bringing you food, that’s all.” 

Tinker looked very shocked and then begged me 
to help her. Gently, I cupped her in my hands and 
walked back to my house. When I got to my room 
I went to my wardrobe and got a cardboard box, 
a blanket and I put the heater on. I got the jam out 
of the jar and put it in a bowl. I fed her the jam and 
she pined like a donkey at a birthday. I got antiseptic 
cream and put it on her wounds and I put plasters on. 
Lastly, I went to get her a drink but when I came up 
she had already fallen asleep.
    
A few weeks later Tinker was well healed and her leg 
was back in place, she was as happy as could be. 
She lives in my bedroom now in a cardboard box. She 
waits for me every day when I come back from school 
and we always do fun things together. Ever since the 
day I met her she has made my life ten times better.

Martine O’Connor
Year 8

MY MEMORIES OF JUNIOR SCHOOL - THE CLASS OF 2011!
 
 Junior school at Loreto can be summed up in just two words - TOO SHORT!  

First Year - the foundation stones. From day one there has never been a dull moment, with endless 
new experiences, ideas, laughter and friendships. From the minute I walked through the doors, (and 
down the Chicken Run), I knew I wasn’t in primary school any more. Me, my class and my year, were 
in awe and wonder at the endless fund raising, music shows, extra-curricular activities and, of course, 
bun sales. This was only matched by the daily bets of who would find themselves lost in the corridors 
next and who would get a bad note. There were a few bets won and lost but by whom is not for the 
telling! And of course we all discovered Christmas Exams. 

Second year - the building blocks. If anything, this year was even better than the first. For one thing, 
we all seemed to know where we were going (well, most of the time), which maybe meant a few 
people had less money for buns! Second year brought a confidence and sense of belonging and 
deepened our friendships. The Mission Day and X Factor went off with a bang and Cahir McLaughlin 
from my year took first place. There were even more bun sales and food raffles so we started adding 
our names to the gym list! 

Third year. - the ultimate one. It got off to an exciting start with the production of Phantom of the 
Opera and its rave reviews. Finally my year could take part in the show and many games of snatch 
were won and lost backstage. This year brought a feeling of knowing, pride and comfort. Picking 
our subjects made us more aware that the end of this era was coming and another chapter about to 
begin.  All in all, my year and I have had a great Junior school and the threats from older pupils of “get 
out while you can” certainly aren’t true for anyone I know.

Finn Lestas Year 10
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Duckspeare, Duckspeare, 
Duckspeare, where do I even 
begin? Duckspeare is, simply put, 
an icon. A leader among men, 
if you will. For those of you who 
haven’t yet had the pleasure of 
being introduced to the man/duck 
in question, Duckspeare is Loreto’s 
unofficial (a petition to have his vast 
influence officially recognised is in 
the works) mascot, and lover of 
all things English. However, while 
Duckspeare has been well known 
for keeping his private life, well, 
private in the past, when given the 
rare opportunity to sit down with 
him to discuss his current life in 
Loreto and his plans for the future, I 
jumped at the opportunity!

Our interview begins in a secret 
location (that definitely wasn’t 
English 2) during a regular Thursday 
lunch time. As punctual as ever, I 
arrive five minutes early, however 
the star of the show isn’t to be 
seen which isn’t very surprising 
considering how in demand he has 
been lately. For ten whole minutes I 
wait before the duck himself arrives, 
storming through the door like a 
bat (duck?) out of hell. He quickly 
apologizes, explaining in his usual 
matter-of-fact fashion that he had 
lost track of time whilst brushing up 
on his prose. Typical Duckspeare!

It’s clear to me that the duck that 
I have the pleasure to speak with 
is under a tight schedule so, after 
exchanging some brief pleasantries, 
I decide to get stuck right into 
the questions. My first query is 
the one on everyone’s lips: who 
is Duckspeare? A playwright, 
a philosopher, an artist? I want 
exactly how he would personally 
define both his character and his 

WATER OFF A DUCK’S BACK:

An interview with the legend that is Duckspeare.

craft. “I am but mad north-north-
west. When the wind is southerly, 
I know a hawk from a handsaw,” 
he utters coolly, as he dramatically 
stares off into the distance, almost 
as if he can hear the roaring 
applause from the crowd at one of 
his many sold out shows. I nod and 
smile as if I understand, because 
I’m sure that makes sense to 
somebody, but I’m definitely not 
that somebody...

I decide to broach the next subject 
carefully, due to its... sensitive 
nature. Word on the streets is that 
Duckspeare is in a committed 
relationship with fellow duck Anne 
Quackaway. However there is 
much debate over whether this 
is his wife, or if it’s actually his 
daughter... Jeremy Kyle, much? 
Not wanting to jump to conclusions, 
I put the question to him directly, 
which evidently startles him, judging 
by the unmistakable uneasiness 
which paints itself across his face. 
“The course of true love never did 
run smooth,” comes his reply in 
a nervous, quacking fashion. Not 
wanting to push the matter, I nod 
knowingly and decide to move on 
swiftly with the next question before 
things get even more awkward than 
they already are.

Duckspeare received an 
overwhelmingly positive Christmas 
2013 report, with highlights 
including an impressive score of 
1040% in English literature and 
1050% in English language. The 
report cites his “stunning good 
looks” as a distraction to the class, 
however the fact that he is “best 
friends with David Crystal and 
Michael Gove” proves that there’s 
a brain behind all that beauty – 

albeit, a rubber one. Unfortunately, 
Duckspeare did receive a rather 
disappointing mark of 0% in 
regards to socialisation skills, and 
as I approach the topic, his tone 
sharpens considerably. In his own 
words, the report, which contains 
preposterous claims that he “does 
not talk” (lies and slander!), was 
“told by an idiot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing.” Wise 
words from the duck himself, and 
an example to us all of how we 
should handle constructive criticism 
maturely.

Unfortunately, while the school year 
did have its ups for Duckspeare, it 
also had its downs. One specific 
incident that Duckspeare informs 
me of is the time that he was 
vandalised – nay, attacked! - by 
a certain student in year 13 who 
will remain nameless (no, it wasn’t 
April Murray, 13D, who told you 
that?!) with a pen, in an attempt 
to give him “guyliner”. Despite the 
brave face that our beloved duck 
dons before me, it’s obvious that 
the assault has left him broken in a 
sense. He blasts his aggressor by 
referring to her as an “egg”, and let 
me tell you, Duckspeare doesn’t 
just use strong language like that 
lightly, even though his “tough as 
nails” appearance may suggest 
otherwise. His feathers were 
definitely ruffled, that’s for sure!

Curious about his plans for the 
future, I decide to quiz him next 
about the widespread rumours that 
he has a new play in the works. 
Duckspeare explains that he does 
plan on writing some new material 
in the upcoming months, however 
he describes this as a departure 
from his previous work, mainly 

due the fact that he’s a duck and 
therefore his typing skills are now 
quite... limited. Intrigued, I ask 
him if he plans on introducing this 
new work to the theatre soon like 
his previous plays, a question 
which receives what can only be 
described as a ‘Duh, obviously!’ 
expression in response, and a 
vague reply of “All the world’s a 
stage!” - oh Duckspeare, what a 
character!

Unfortunately, at this point in the 
interview the school bell rings to 
signify the end of lunch. However, 
luckily Duckspeare agrees to see 
“The Fault in our Stars” along with 

some familiar faces from the year 
13 English Literature class (aka “the 
best class in the whole school”- 
Duckspeare’s words, not mine!) the 
next night, despite the fact that he’s 
not a huge John Green fan, which 
allowed him and April to have some 
time to set aside their differences. 
This just goes to show that not 
only is Duckspeare an inspirational, 
intelligent and modest duck, he 
is also a forgiving duck. There’s 
no doubt that it was an emotional 
night for all! But, more importantly, 
Duckspeare’s opinion of the movie? 
“It is not in the stars to hold our 
destiny but in ourselves...” I think 
that’s a thumbs down?

So there you have it folks: a rare, 
once in a lifetime interview with one 
of the greatest poets, playwrights 
and actors of our generation, 
and I have to say, I think it went 
swimmingly! Overall, it was a 
pleasure to sit down with such an 
honest and talented duck, who 
really puts the core values of Loreto 
(“freedom, justice, sincerity, truth 
and joy,” in case you’ve forgotten) 
into action, despite the fact that 
he leads such a busy and hectic 
lifestyle. The school just wouldn’t 
be the same without Duckspeare, 
and anyone who thinks differently is 
clearly quackers!

Caolan O’Neill Year 13
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SPORTS NEWS

Delight  FOR LORETO COLLEGE
                   AT COLERAINE SPORTS AWARDS

Loreto College was named School 
of the Year at the Coleraine Sports 
Council annual Sports Awards 
evening on Friday 1st November.

Loreto College has a strong 
tradition in a range of team and 
individual sports, scoring successes 
and winning titles in local and 
national arenas.  

In 2012-2013, Loreto’s Gaelic 
Games teams held three separate 
Ulster Colleges titles: the Casement 
Shield for Senior Hurling, the 
Father Davies Cup for Senior 
Camogie and the Nagle Cup for 
Year 11 Gaelic Football.  Loreto 
has a strong tradition in all three 
gaelic games, with many students 
taking their game further to local 
clubs, or representing their county.  
Numerous students have won 
Ulster Colleges All Star awards over 
many years: most recently, Megan 
Kerr won an All Star award for 
Camogie in 2012-13.

Loreto also makes headlines in 
local Netball and Soccer fixtures.  
In 2012-13, the College’s Senior 
Netball team moved up to the 
premier division, winning the North 
Eastern Education and Library Board 
Senior Championship as well as the 
Coleraine and District League, and 
progressed to the Northern Ireland 
final: a superb achievement for a 
team new to top flight competition.  
The Junior and Minor Netball Teams 
were Runners-Up in their respective 
Coleraine and District Leagues 
whilst there was also tremendous 
success when Loreto hosted, and 
won, the annual NEBSSA Year 8 
Netball Tournament. As a result 
of these successes, several pupils 
are now members of the Regional 
Development Squads.  Not to be 
outdone, Loreto’s soccer players 
had a tremendous year. The Year 10 
Team won the Coleraine and District 
League whilst the Year 8, Year 11 

and Year 14 teams all reached their 
finals. Oran Barton, currently a Year 
12 student, was selected for the 
Northern Ireland Football squad 
which contested the U16 Victory 
Shield. 

Basketball and Trampolining are 
increasingly popular at Loreto.  The 
Year 8 Basketball team won the 
NEBBSA Basketball Tournament 
and were runners up at Northern 
Ireland level, while Loreto teams 
have featured strongly at local 
and national level Trampolining 
competitions in recent years.  

With Cross-country witnessing a 
resurgence amongst the College’s 
junior athletes, 2012-13 became 
Loreto’s most successful in recent 
history. At the annual NEBSSA 
Cross Country races, Loreto won 
two team and two individual titles, 
with Abigail McBroom and Aoife Carr 
winning their individual races. Having 
taken first place in the District event, 
the Minor Girls went on to second 
place in Ulster and a magnificent 
third place in the All-Ireland event. 

Loreto has a strong tradition of 
supporting and encouraging students 
who wish to pursue occasionally 
unusual individual sports to the 
highest level: among its students 
are award-winning competitors in 
Kick-Boxing, Judo, Mounted Games 
and Karate, as well as Swimming 
and Athletics.  In recent years Loreto 
students developed an interest in 
Cheerleading and Dance, taking 
NEELB titles in something which was 
a completely new departure for the 
College.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE, was delighted at this accolade 
for Loreto’s curricular and extra-
curricular sport, and paid tribute 
to all members of the College’s PE 
Department and the many members 
of staff who voluntarily coach teams.

Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, paid tribute to the endless 
enthusiasm and energy supplied by 
the PE teachers and team coaches, 
and by the students who in turn 
contribute so much to the success 
of sport at Loreto College. 

THE MATCH

On a sodden pitch
In an Autumn day

Hurls in hand,
Thirty boys stand

The man in the middle,
Dictator-like he stands,

throws the ball in
No one but no one

Will mouth off to him

And they run and they run
Till their lungs almost burst,
And they run and they run

so they will be first

To that quick fast ball
Along the ground

To that one from the air
So small and so round

In the final minutes of the game
A boy pulls on the ball,

No one but no one questions his aim

The net ripples,
Breaking hearts in the process
Boys raise their eyes to the sky

and wonder, “Oh why?”

But at the end of the game
When the hour is up

You shake your man’s hand
And wish him good luck

On a sodden pitch
In an Autumn’s day

Hurls in hand
Not thirty boys, but
Thirty men stand.

Connor Boyle
Year 12
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A late Aaron Christie goal 
ensured a one point win over St. 
Michael’s, Enniskillen, securing 
the Brother Mallon Cup for the 
Coleraine boys. 

On a very fine day, the final stage of 
this competition was played at the 
Mid-Ulster Arena, which included 
winners, Loreto, St. Michael’s, 
Enniskillen, Colaiste Feirste, Belfast, 
and St. Colman’s, Newry. The 
Coleraine school won three games 

ULSTER COLLEGES ‘C’ HURLING

UNDER 14 ½ DANKSE BANK BR. MALLON CUP 

LATE GOAL SEALS BR MALLON CUP VICTORY FOR LORETO, COLERAINE.

to claim the title. Their opening 
game was a hard fought battle, 
overcoming St. Colman’s by two 
points (1-5 to 1-3). An assured win 
over Colaiste Feirste in the next 
game meant that Loreto needed 
one last result against St. Michael’s. 
Little separated the Derry and 
Fermanagh schools. Loreto were 
edging the contest by two points at 
half-time (2-1 to 1-3). St. Michael’s 
started the second half strongly by 
quickly scoring a goal and three 

points. However, Loreto reasserted 
their grip on the game by adding 
2-1 to their tally to take a dramatic 
one point victory at the end. The 
final score was: Loreto 3-2, St. 
Michael’s 2-4. 

The Brother Mallon Cup involved 
two stages, taking place on 
the 6th and 15th of May. Loreto 
enjoyed wins over St. Jospeh’s, 
Donaghmore, St. Mark’s, 
Warrenpoint and St. Michael’s, 
Enniskillen to qualify for the final 
round on 15th May. The only 
blemish on the Coleraine team’s 
opening day record was a defeat 
at the hands of St. Colman’s. 
However, Loreto avenged this loss 
by beating the Newry school in the 
opening match of the final stage, 
which showed a lot of character 
in the players. Their determined 
spirit proved to be vital when they 
snatched victory from the jaws 
of defeat in the final moments of 
the deciding contest against St. 
Michael’s, Enniskillen.  

Mr Callum Boyle

SENIOR HURLING

Being promoted to this year’s 
Casement Cup competition as a 
result of winning the Casement 
Shield two years in a row was 
always going to be a difficult 
challenge. Working with a smaller 
and younger squad made it even 
harder to compete at ‘B’ level and 
so heavy defeats were suffered 
at the hands of well established 
Casement Cup teams like St. 
Mary’s, Magherafelt, and St. 
Louis, Ballymena. However, the 
stiff competition from these teams 
provided valuable experience of 
hurling at a higher level for many of 
the Year 11s and 12s who will form 
the core of the team next year. 

YEAR 12 HURLING

The Under 16 ½ hurling team put 
up a brave performance against 
a very physically imposing Scoil 
Mhuire , Buncrana, team in the 
quarter final of the Kirk Cup. 
Despite the absence of a couple of 
key players, the boys on the field 
of play showed great heart and 
determination. There were some 
excellent defensive performances, 
but scores were hard to come by, 
and this was ultimately to be our 
undoing. Final score: Loreto 1-4, 
Buncrana 2-13. 

YEARS 8 AND 9 HURLING

There is a lot of promising hurling 
talent in this young side which came 
very close to winning the Rehill 
Cup in October. In the final stage 
there were good wins over Aquinas 
and St. Malachy’s, Belfast. Sadly, 
however, one more victory against 
St. Michael’s, Enniskillen eluded our 
first and second years and they had 
to console themselves with being 
runners-up. 

Mr C. Boyle

FEILE 2014

Congratulations to all those who participated in the All Ireland Féile, especially the hurlers from Dungiven, who won 
the All Ireland Division 1 title - a tremendous achievement!

Members of the successful Dungiven team included:
 Eoin McKeever (Y8) Thomas Doran (Y9) Peadar O’Hoisin (Y8) 
 Oisin Doherty (Y8) Conor McKelvey (Y9) Sean Doherty (Y10).

Dungiven defeated Dunloy in the Final, so commiserations to Sean O’Neill (Y9), a key player on the Dunloy team.
Mrs Schira McGoldrick
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After the highs of last year, when 
our Seniors enjoyed Ulster success 
before narrowly losing out to the 
eventual All-Ireland champions, 
2013-14 was always going to be a 
difficult year.  We were promoted to 
the A section of Ulster Colleges, but 
had at the same time lost a number 
of our key players.  As a result, 
several Year 11s and Year 12s 
found themselves promoted to the 
Senior team alongside established 
Year 14 players like Nicole O’Neill, 
Rosanna McAleese, Eilis McNamee, 
Therese Corrigan, Cliodhna 
McIlvenny, Jessica Hickinson, 
Kirsten Ingram, Riona Lofthouse 
and our own super-keeper Bronagh 
McKinney.  The team acquitted 
themselves very well against St 
Patrick’s College Maghera, Cross 
& Passion College Ballycastle 
and St Louis’ GS Ballymena, but 
found the strength and pace of 

CAMOGIE REPORT

the eventual champions, St Mary’s 
GS Magherafelt, hard to handle.  
Those Year 14 girls have shown 
great commitment to camogie at 
Loreto and we will certainly miss 
them, their talent and their craic, 
when they move on to third level 
Colleges next year.  We wish them 
well in their exams and hopefully 
most will keep playing camogie, 
and will feature in future Inter-Varsity 
camogie competitions - Camogie 
Abu!

In Junior Camogie, unfortunately 
the Year 9/10 Blitz coincided with 
our own Year 9 annual Retreat, so 
only Year 10s were able to travel.  
Some promising talent was evident, 
but on the day we simply weren’t 
good enough to make it through to 
the next stage of the competition.  
However, Bean Ui Mhainain, who 
accompanied the girls, was really 

impressed by their teamwork and 
general attitude.  “A great bunch 
of girls, and a pleasure to be with,” 
she commented.  Well done girls.

The Year 8 Camogs are an 
enthusiastic and promising bunch. 
Attendances at training have been 
very encouraging.  In the first Blitz, 
they defeated St Paul’s HS Kilrea 
and St Catherine’s College Armagh.  
At midfield, Chloe Mullan and Kate 
Doherty proved an impressive 
pairing with their strong running and 
long striking.  Up front, Claire White 
and Katie McKeague proved a real 
handful for the opposition, while in 
defence Sarah McAllister and Erin 
Donaghy were outstanding.  The 
next game was against St Patrick’s 
HS Keady.  The girls played really 
well, with Louise Doherty showing 
great promise as a keeper.  Also 
impressive in defence were 

Senior Camogie team 2013-2014

Dearbhla McCrossan and Cara 
McTaggart, while Erin Kelly and 
Ellen Mulholland also showed great 
spirit and a willingness to work 
hard.  This was a very tight game, 
with everyone having to work very 
hard to ensure victory.  The final 
game was against St Patrick’s 
College Maghera.  This was a very 
competitive game, with St Pat’s 
having just too much strength in 
depth.  However, there is a lot of 
potential in this group and several 
have already been selected onto 
County Development Squads, so 
very well done to all.

The Year 8 Camogs, led by Bean Ui 
Mhainain, finished in second place 
in the Kelly McGoldrick tournament 
in June - a fantastic performance by 
the team, who show great spirit and 
tremendous promise.

Congratulations to all those girls 
selected on County representative 

teams:

Co. Derry U16 Shauna Doherty
Co. Antrim Senior Nicole O’Neill

A student from Loreto College was granted 
an Ulster Colleges’ All Star award for 
Camogie, just before Christmas.

Nicole O’Neill, who is in Year 14 
at Loreto College, received this 
honour after a testing series of 
trials over recent months.   Nicole 
has a distinguished history of 
representing Loreto in camogie as 
well as other sports throughout her 
years at the College, in addition to 
playing a leading part in her local 
team in Dunloy. Nicole, who has 
also been selected to represent the 
North Eastern Education and Library 
Board in Netball in recent years, is 
Deputy Sports Captain at Loreto and 
takes an active role in many sports as well 
as in coaching younger 
students.
 
Nicole, along with Gaelic Games co-ordinator and camogie coach 
Mrs Schira McGoldrick, and camogie coach Bean Ui Mháináin, was 
congratulated on this tremendous achievement by College Principal 
Mr Michael James.

CAMOGIE ALL-STAR AWARD
FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT

CAMOGIE ALL-STAR AWARD

After two sets of trials, we got the great news that 

Nicole O’Neill (Year 14) had been awarded an Ulster 

Colleges All Star.  Nicole is a forward, and plays her club 

camogie with Dunloy.  She is also a current member of the 

Antrim Senior Camogie team.  A talented athlete, Nicole is 

also a member of the Northern Ireland U18 Netball Squad.  

Nicole is studying Economics, Religion and Geography, 

and hopes to go to St Mary’s University College Belfast 

next year.  Well done Nicole, and good luck in 

your exams as well as in your future sporting 

endeavours!
Mrs S McGoldrick
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Just before Christmas, a group 
of students from Loreto College 
took part in a one-day Foundation 
Camogie Coaching Course (Caman 
Get A Grip), aimed at coaching 
children aged 6-9.

The students, who all play for 
Loreto College as well as for their 
local club teams, were led on 
the day by Lisa McAliskey, Ulster 
Regional Development Officer for 
Camogie Ireland.  They found the 
day to be enjoyable as well as highly 
educational, and were enthusiastic 
about putting their sporting skills to 
work to train new, younger players.

Mr Michael James, College Principal, 
congratulated the students 
on achieving their coaching 
accreditation and paid tribute to 
Lisa McAliskey for providing such 
an enjoyable training 
experience.

CAMOGIE COACHING ACCREDITATION FOR LORETO COLLEGE STUDENTS

TREANOR CUP: 
YEAR 11 GAELIC FOOTBALL

This year’s Year 11 Gaelic team 
competed in the Treanor Cup 
(Grade B Ulster Colleges) and the 
squad consisted of 24 players - 17 
players from Year 11, 6 players from 
Year 10 and 1 player from Year 9.
The team was placed in a tough 
Group A of the competition to 
play St. Louis’ GS Ballymena, 
Our Lady’s and St. Patrick’s 
College Knock, St. Patrick’s GS 
Downpatrick and St. Patrick’s HS 
Keady.

LCC 5-12 vs. 
St. Louis’ GS Ballymena 2-9 
Our first game was played here 
at Loreto’s own Gaelic field but 
originally took place a number of 
weeks before this result, when 
heavy snow fell after 15 minutes 
and meant that the game had to 

GAELIC FOOTBALL

The Senior Gaelic Team

be abandoned with the score line 
at LCC 5-1 vs. Ballymena 0-0.  In 
the original game Ballymena could 
not handle the pace and power of 
Stiofan Tracey and Fergal Dillon, 
playing as a two man full forward 
line with Conor Gillan, Mark Cassidy 
and Oran Bradley dominating 
around midfield.
 
In the replayed game the score line 
started at 0-0 again but LCC took 
control of the game and looked 
comfortable for most of the first half 
until Ballymena scored a goal to 
close the score line in at half time.  
For the second half we were able 
to introduce Aidan McGonigle and 
Sean Quinn to steady the ship and 
see the team through comfortably 
in the end.  Strong performances 
from Year 9 wing half back Cathal 
Kearney, Eoin McGuigan, Liam 
Ferris, Mark Cassidy and Fergal 
Dillon saw us through.

LCC 5-8 vs. Our Lady and 
St. Patrick’s College Knock 4-11 
Knock provided a real test for our 
Year 11s as this Knock team had 
featured in last year’s Loch an Iúir 
Cup final, narrowly losing out in the 
end.  We made the long journey 
down to Knockbreda to play the 
game at their school, but we had a 
poor first half and conceded some 
silly scores to allow Knock to build 
up a healthy lead, with the aid of a 
strong breeze.  After a heated half 
time team talk, the lads came out 
and showed what they were made 
of to come back from an 8 point 
deficit.  Vice Captain and centre 
half back Sean Quinn dominated 
the second half and, along with 
Fearghal Close, formed a very 
strong half back line, which repelled 
Knock’s attacks in the second half.  
Points from Stiofan Tracey, Oran 
Hartin and Sean Quinn closed the 
gap in injury time to draw the game.  
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Knock were on the rack for the last 
20 minutes and did all they could to 
prevent us from taking the win, but 
a pleasing second half performance 
against last year’s beaten finalists 
proved the team to be more than 
capable of going all the way in the 
competition.

LCC 3-9 vs. 
St. Patrick’s Downpatrick 2-7 
The team travelled down to the Mid 
Ulster Sports Arena in Cookstown 
to take on an impressive 
Downpatrick side in the third game.  
All the work that we had done in 
training started to show as we 
kept the Red High at arm’s length 
for the entire game and came out 
worthy winners.  In truth the score 
line should have been greater for 
us, with Downpatrick getting two 
very fortunate goals.  In a game of 
patience, pace and a lot of smart 
play, we ran out 5 point winners 
and, with this result, had qualified 
for the Quarter Finals.  Excellent 
performances again from Sean 
Quinn, Liam Tosh, Stiofan Tracey, 
Conor Gillan, Oran Bradley, Aidan 
Boyle, James McKeown and Liam 
Ferris to name a few.

Due to hold-ups in the competition, 
because of the weather and 
inspections in other schools, we did 
not play our last game against last 
year’s rivals St. Patrick’s Keady as 
both teams had already qualified for 
the next round.

QUALIFIED: 
1st St. Patrick’s Keady ¦ 2nd LCC ¦ 
3rd St. Patrick’s Downpatrick

Quarter-Final 
LCC 4-8 vs. Rathmore 3-12 
Like the Year 10 team earlier in the 
year, in the Quarter Final we lost 
by the smallest of margins against 

a decent Rathmore team.  The 
game was played at All Saints 
in Ballymena, where we simply 
never got going in the game.  Our 
usual crisp passing and running 
off the ball wasn’t there at all and 
in truth the lads looked tired from 
the start, in contrast to Rathmore 
who were full of running for the 60 
minutes.  Regardless, we had built 
up a healthy lead in the first half, 
leading 2-4 to 1-2 after 25 minutes 
without really getting out of first 
gear.  Goals from Stiofan Tracey 
and Fergal Dillon added with points 
from Aidan McGonigle and Stiofan 
Tracey gave us a 5 point lead.  A 
problem we have faced this year 
has been playing poorly in the last 
5 minutes of each half, and it struck 
again as we conceded 1-4 to go in 
at half time two points down, 2-4 to 
2-6.  In the second half we rallied 
again and took hold of the game in 
the next 15 minutes, leading 4-7 to 
2-7 after goals from the impressive 
Liam Tosh and Conor Gillan along 
with two Mark Cassidy points.  The 
game looked dead and buried 
when, at 6 points up, Captain 
Shane McIntyre raced through the 
Rathmore defence, only to see 
his shot hit the crossbar.  Some 
sloppy play allowed Rathmore to 
close the gap to 4-8 to 3-10 and, 
with only minutes to go, we were 
trying to hold on.  Rathmore kicked 
a fantastic point to go level and 
then, into injury time, took the lead.  
Sean Quinn raced from our defence 
with no one able to get near him, 
but was then cynically mowed 
down at Rathmore’s 45 yard line.  
The referee didn’t allow us any 
advantage and made us hold 
the play up when we wanted 
to kick it quick.  The resulting 
free kick didn’t work out for 
us, and the game was over.  

In a generally poor performance, 
there were some positives to take 
from the game, like the impressive 
games from Sean Quinn and Liam 
Tosh, the goalkeeping saves of 
Daniel Walton, who recovered 
brilliantly from a mistake early in the 
game, to keep Rathmore out on 
5 occasions, as well as the work 
rate of Oran Bradley, dropping out 
around midfield.

A difficult defeat to take, as we 
lost out by only a point after 
playing so poorly, especially as 
Rathmore were beaten by 2 points 
in the semi final by St. Ciaran’s HS 
Ballygawley, who then went onto 
win the Treanor Cup comfortably in 
the final, which shows we are not 
far away.  Last chance now for this 
team in the Rafferty Cup (Year 12) 
in September.

Team: 
Daniel Walton, James McKeown, 
Aidan Boyle, Liam Ferris, Cathal 
Kearney, Sean Quinn, Fearghal 
Close, Conor Gillan, Mark Cassidy, 
Aidan McGonigle, Liam Tosh, 
Shane McIntyre (C), Oran Bradley, 
Fergal Dillon, Stiofan Tracey, 
Matthew Connolly, Eoin McGuigan, 
Liam Ferris, Harry Butcher, Eoin 
Canning, Cahir Loftus, Oran Hartin, 
Tiarnan McGarrell, Daire Mullan.

Mr S Murtagh

YEAR 10/11
GAELIC FOOTBALL

O’HARA CUP

The Year 10 and 11 Gaelic 
team competed this year in 
the O’Hara Cup and produced 
some very good performances 
en route to the semi final. 
Victories over Ballyshannon 
and Donaghmore left the 
team in a positive frame of 
mind heading into a semi final 
encounter with De La Salle, 
Belfast. Despite a spirited 
performance, the Loreto team 
came up short and lost the 
match by 5 points. Despite this 
loss, the team can take heart 
from their performances this 
year. With continued effort and 
commitment, this team has 
the potential to go even further 
in next year’s competition. 
Team Coaches Mr Conroy and 
Mr Loughran paid tribute to 
the effort and enthusiasm of 
the team.

Team:
Conor Gillen, Aidan Boyle, 
Sean Quinn, Liam Ferris, 
Darragh Mullan, James 
McKeown, Liam Tosh, 
Fearghal Dillon, Shane 
McIntyre, Daniel Walton, 
Conor Rafferty, Shea 
McLaughlin, Shea Doherty, 
Connor Boyle, James Breslin, 
Ciaran McNicholl, James 
Gillen, Thomas Magee, Jack 
O’Doherty, John Mullan, 
Gianni Papachristopoulos, 
Daniel Roantree, Callum 
McKinney, Gareth Doherty

Mr P Loughran

This year’s Year 10 Gaelic team 
competed in the Loch an Iúir Cup 
(Grade B Ulster Colleges) and the 
squad consisted of 25 players - 13 
players from Year 10, 8 players 
from Year 9 and 4 players from 
Year 8. The team was placed in 
Group A of the competition to play 
St. Columb’s College Derry, St. 
Joseph’s HS Crossmaglen, Holy 
Cross College Strabane and Holy 
Trinity College Cookstown.

LCC 5-14 vs. 
St. Columb’s Derry 1-3 
The team got off to a flying start 
against near neighbours, St. 
Columb’s Derry.  The game was 
played at the fantastic facilities at 
Kevin Lynch’s Dungiven in a game 
where Loreto dominated from start 
to finish.  In truth it was a game in 
which every player won their battle 
and the score line reflects a very 
dominant performance.  Strong 
showings from the likes of Callum 
Biggart, Eamon McLaughlin, 
Fearghal Close, Cathal Kearney, 
Adam Kerr and Eoin McGuigan set 
the team off to a strong start in the 
group.

LCC 10-20 vs. 
St. Joseph’s Crossmaglen 4-5 
The team made the long journey 
down to play in Moy, Co. Tyrone, 
against south Armagh school St. 
Joseph’s Crossmaglen.  As the 
score line would suggest, it was a 
fairly routine win for the players in 
a game that the entire squad got a 
good run out and the scores were 
well spread out across the team.

LCC 3-10 vs. 
Holy Cross Strabane 4-6 
For the game against Strabane 
we returned to play the game at 
Kevin Lynch’s Dungiven and were 

forced to play without our Captain 
and goalkeeper Daniel Walton.  
This was the team’s first real test 
of the competition against a fairly 
big Strabane side.  The score line 
in truth didn’t really reflect our 
dominance over the 60 minutes: a 
lot of wasteful play in the final third, 
coupled with Strabane’s presence 
in their full forward line allowed 
them to get back into the game 
with not long left to play.  Cool 
heads prevailed as the team carried 
the ball up the field with patience, 
worked some space for Aidan 
McGonigle to kick over the winning 
score.  It took a lot of character 
from the team to grind out this 
victory with Eamon McLaughlin 
causing Strabane a lot of problems 
with his movement and work-rate in 
the full forward line, in particular his 
work to dispossess the Strabane 
keeper and kick 2 goals for LCC.  
Sean McKeever, Connloath McGee 
and Adam Kerr worked tirelessly at 
the back to turn over Strabane, with 
Fearghal Close, Eamon McLaughlin 
and Matthew Connolly doing most 
of the scoring.  With this win, 
qualification was secured for the 
quarter finals of the competition.

LCC 2-9 vs. 
Holy Trinity Cookstown 5-9 
With qualification already secured, 
we made the journey to Portglenone 
to take on Holy Trinity Cookstown 
to play for top spot in Group 
A.  Cookstown had not secured 
qualification as of yet and looked 
the more hungry of the two sides 
in a game where we lost influential 
wing half back Sean McKeever 
to an injury in the warmup.  
Cookstown had done their 
homework on our side and placed 
great emphasis on containing Aidan 
McGonigle and Eamon McLaughlin 
in the first half, in which their 
sweeper had an excellent game.  

LOCH AN IÚIR CUP: YEAR 10 GAELIC FOOTBALL
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Although we rallied in spells during 
the game, Cookstown deserved 
their win and took their goals at 
crucial times.

QUALIFIED: 
1st Holy Trinity Cookstown ¦ 
2nd LCC ¦ 
3rd Holy Cross Strabane

Quarter Final 
LCC 1-9 vs. 
St. Paul’s Bessbrook 2-7 
We travelled to Queen’s University 
Dub Arena in Belfast to play a 
fancied Bessbrook side in the 
quarter finals of the competition, 
where we lost by the smallest of 
margins.  A poor first half showing 
cost us in the end, where we played 
into Bessbrook’s hands with poor 
passes to our forward line, as their 
negative style of football frustrated us 
at times.  We regrouped at half time 
and the effort put in the second half 
was superb by the entire team.  The 
lads were a credit to the school with 
the heart and determination they 
showed to get back into the game.  
Aaron Christie fisted a goal half way 
through the second half and almost 
got another with his fist that came off 
the cross bar with the keeper already 
beaten.  Aidan McGonigle really lifted 
his game in the second half and 
was a constant outlet for us when 
attacking.  Fearghal Close and Adam 
Kerr sustained multiple big hits but 

kept pushing forward and worked 
hard for the team.  Special mention 
to Year 9 midfielder Cathal Kearney, 
who was superb throughout the 
game and put in some massive 
hits around the middle of the pitch.  
Sadly, Bessbrook were cynical 
enough to just keep us from taking 
the game and they advanced to the 
next round.

After the game, the Bessbrook 
manager admitted that, in truth, 
the better team had lost on the 
day and it gives us great heart that 
Bessbrook went on to the final and 
narrowly lost out to a strong St. 
Patrick’s Downpatrick side.  With 
an extra push this team could go 
further and take the elusive Grade B 
Ulster College title.

Team: 
Daniel Walton (C), Cahir Hasson, 
Connlaoth McGee, Kevin O’Kane, 
Rory Maguire, Fearghal Close, 
Sean McKeever, Adam Kerr, Cathal 
Kearney, Eoin McGuigan, Matthew 
Connolly, Conor Moore, Eamon 
McLaughlin, Aidan McGonigle, 
Callum Biggart, Conor McKelvey, 
Dara McGoldrick, Eoin McKeever, 
Dara Mooney, Conor Kearney, 
Donal O’Kane, Donal Close, Oliver 
Clyde, Sean Doherty, Valentino 
Jayamanna, Aaron Christie.

Mr S Murtagh

YEAR 8/9 GAELIC 

Training for the Danske Bank under 
131/2 commenced after Christmas 
with a high number turning out each 
week. They had their first match in 
the first week of March in the Mid 
Ulster Sports Arena against Our 
Lady’s Castleblaney. It was a very 
high scoring match with a range 
of impressive scores coming from 
Cathal Kearney, Dara McGoldrick, 
Callum Boorman and Conor Moore. 
Unfortunately, with some key 
players missing and a last minute 
goal from Our Lady’s Castleblaney 
they came out winners.

Our second game took place in the 
same venue which was another high 
scoring match against St Paul’s 
Lurgan. With the return of some key 
year 8 players, Conor Kearney and 
Eoin McKeever, we had a good shot 
at coming out with a victory. Again 
impressive performances came 
from Cathal Kearny, Conor Kearny, 
Thomas Doran, Cahir Coll and Aidan 
Gillen we had the game won until a 
few long range shots found the back 
of the net which proved to be the 
separating factor between the two 
teams.

Mr C Deighan

The Intermediate A and B Netball 
teams finished their competitive 
season on a high note, as winners 
and runners-up in the Coleraine and 
District League.

On their way to the title, the 
Intermediate A team defeated 
Coleraine College (24-8), 
Ballymoney High School (15-9), 
Dominican College Portstewart 
(22-16), and Limavady Grammar 
(19-15), as well as conceding a 
match to Cross & Passion College 
Ballycastle.  The team-members 
were: Rachel McIntyre, Shannon 

NETBALL CLUB

Senior Netball Team 2013-2014

The Loreto Netball Club has had a great year of competitive and friendly matches.

McWilliams, Sinead McAtamney, 
Nicole Cosgrove, Caite Skelly, 
Niamh Wallace, Una Mellon and 
Shannon Donaghy (all Year 12 
students).

The Intermediate B team, 
meanwhile, defeated Our Lady of 
Lourdes High School (14-13), lost to 
Dominican College Portstewart (20-
9), defeated Ballycastle High School 
(29-19) and defeated Limavady 
High School (20-11). The members 
of the B team, comprising a mixture 
of Year 11 and Year 12 students, 
were: Carla Doherty, Caitlin McFall, 

Naomi Anderson, Aoife Boorman, 
Sarah Purvis, Darcey Kelly, Amy 
Doherty, Aine McNamee, Caitlin 
Martin and Kate Bradley. 

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head 
of PE, paid tribute to the members 
of both teams for their unfailing 
enthusiasm and participation in 
training throughout many months.  
Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, congratulated both teams 
and the PE Department on these 
wonderful successes. 

DOUBLE SUCCESS FOR LORETO COLLEGE NETBALL TEAMS



202 203

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

The Intermediate A & B Teams

The Intermediate Team

JUNIOR NETBALL

The Junior Netball team, comprising Year 10 students Paulina Gawronska, Sarah Dillon, Sarah Moore, Niamh 
Boorman, Mary Mullan, Aoife Kelly, Erica Cartmill, Shakeera Nazeer, Eva McGrath-Olivan, Cara Henry, Anna 
Morrison and Aoife Kealey, had a busy competitive season.

The team lost 13-9 to Dominican College Portstewart, and lost 12-6 to Cross & Passion College Ballycastle, but 
had better fortunes elsewhere, defeating Ballymoney High School 16-10 and Limavady Grammar 13-3, showing 
great promise for the future. 

The Minor Netball team finished the 
competitive season as winners of 
the Coleraine and District League.

The Year 9 team, captained by Sian 
Donaghy, won all its fixtures through 
a busy season of competition.  The 
team defeated Dominican College 
14-4, Cross & Passion College 
Ballycastle 18-8, Dalriada School 
11-10, Limavady Grammar 16-1, 

The Minor Team

LEAGUE TRIUMPH FOR LORETO COLLEGE
MINOR NETBALL TEAM

and Limavady High School 18-10, 
securing the League title in the most 
convincing of manners.

The team members were: Sian 
Donaghy (Captain), Alisha Convery, 
Orla Wallace, Sorcha Dougan (Vice 
Captain), Molly Canning, Caitlin 
Thompson, Cassie McGilligan, 
Yasmine Peacock, Ellen Ferris, 
Fionnuala Keane and Orlagh Carey.   

The girls were presented with their 
winners’ medals by Mr Michael 
James, College Principal, at a special 
Assembly on Tuesday 18th March.

Mr James paid tribute to the 
students for their dedication and 
enthusiasm, and to their coaches, 
Ms Julie Wilson and Mrs Maureen 
McCullough, for their constant 
encouragement and expertise. 
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SUCCESSFUL NETBALL TOURNAMENT HOSTED AT LORETO COLLEGE

The annual Coleraine and District 
Year 8 Netball Tournament was 
hosted by Loreto College on 
Thursday 6th March, with the Loreto 
team finishing in the runner-up 
position.

The tournament was played in 
two sections in the course of the 
day, using Loreto’s two main 
halls.  In Section A, Loreto finished 
in second place, recording a 7-0 
victory against Dunluce School, a 
13-0 victory against North Coast 
Integrated College, drawing 4-4 
with Dominican College Portstewart 
and drawing 1-1 with Our Lady of 
Lourdes HS Ballymoney.  Loreto 
then narrowly defeated Limavady 
Grammar for second place in 
Section A through goal difference, 
having earlier drawn 1-1 with them. 

This meant that the Loreto team 
went on to play the winners of 
Section B, Cross & Passion 
College Ballycastle, in the semi-
final; the other semi-final was 
contested between Dominican 
College Portstewart and Limavady 
Grammar.  Despite many attempts, 
Loreto could not manage to score 
in the first half; however, the team’s 
form returned in the second half, 
and the final score was 3-2 in the 
home side’s favour.

The final saw Loreto competing 
against local rivals Dominican 
College and was a very tightly 
contested match, with the 
score 1-1 at the turn-around.    
Unfortunately the Loreto side did 
not perform to its best in this match, 
despite the encouragement and 
coaching from Year 11 netball stars 

Aoife Boorman and Darcey Kelly, 
from the sidelines!  The Dominican 
College side emerged as Year 8 
Champions, with Loreto valiant 
runners-up.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE, commended all the teams on a 
great day’s competition and a great 
start to their netball careers, as 
well as congratulating all the Loreto 
players who had attended training 
weekly for many months, and had 
distinguished themselves in a full 
day of competition. 

The Year 8 Netball team from 
Loreto College, with Head of PE 
Mrs Maureen McCullough.  Loreto 
finished as runners-up in the 
Coleraine & District Year 8 Netball 
Tournament. 

The Senior Netball team

Our Netball club celebrated the 
midway point of the school year 
with a sleepover in the Loreto 
Sports Hall.  If that doesn’t sound 
very exciting, the girls also went 
to see Disney film “Frozen” at the 
Jet Centre, followed by a highly 
nutritional meal at McDonald’s.  
Later, the group, led by Mrs 
McCullough, Ms Wilson, Mrs 
McEwan, Rosanna McAleese, 
Nicole O’Neill and several other 

NETBALL SLEEPOVER

Year 14 students, took part in some 
lively games, quizzes, story-telling 
sessions and consumed many 
sweets!

All those delicious calories were 
worked off in style the following day, 
with a full day of Netball training 
and friendly matches, for which 
the Loreto players were joined by 
some friends and colleagues from 
Coleraine College.  We’re told that 

our Netballers and their teachers did 
get some sleep.  Ms Wilson reports 
that high jump crash mats make the 
most wonderful mattress…

Well done to our Netballers on a 
great weekend of fun and sport; 
the girls were all quick to thank 
Mrs McCullough, Ms Wilson and 
Mrs McEwan for making the event 
possible and such fun.
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Loreto College Coleraine played 
host to a NEBSSA Year 8 Netball 
tournament on Friday 9th May, with 
assistance from sixth form students 
from Coleraine College.

Loreto entered two teams for 
the tournament, which ran in two 
sections.  In the first semi-final, 
the winners of Section A, Cross 
& Passion College Ballycastle, 

LORETO COLLEGE HOST Successful 
                                       YEAR 8 NETBALL TOURNAMENT

defeated the Section B runners-up,  
Loreto College A team, 4-2 after 
extra time.  The second semi-final 
saw the winners of Section B, the 
Loreto College B team, win a tightly-
contested match against the Section 
A runners-up, Ballymena Academy, 
with a final scoreline of 5-3.  In 
the final, Cross & Passion College 
defeated the Loreto B team 4-2 in 
another closely-fought encounter.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of 
PE at Loreto College, commented 
that the tournament had been a 
great opportunity for all the Year 8 
netballers to prepare for the Year 
9 Leagues next season, and that 
the closely-contested games had 
shown the young players how 
well they could respond under 
tremendous pressure.
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HOPE
A poem inspired by the 2014 

World Cup

Hope… we qualify.
Hope… I don’t concede a goal.
Hope… I play well.
Hope… I get on.
Hope… this goes in.
Hope… it doesn’t go to penalties.
Hope… I don’t let in a goal.
Hope… I score a goal.
Hope… Ireland qualify next year.
Hope… we win.

(Hope… I get full marks in my Art!)
Fearghal Close, Year 10

It has been another busy year 
for our soccer teams, under the 
guidance of Mr Byrne and Mr 
McKenzie. All the teams took part 

SOCCER 2013-2014

in the annual Coleraine and District 
League competitions.

The Year 8 team had a great run 
through to the semi-final stage of 
the competition.  On the way to the 
semi-final, the boys defeated St 
Mary’s High School Limavady by a 
magnificent 11-1 away, and by an 
almost-as-good 7-1 at home.  This 
was followed up by a 5-2 away 
win against Limavady High School.  
Sadly, a spot in the final was not 
to be for our Year 8s, who lost 3-2 
away to Cookstown High School in 
the semi-final. Chief goal-scorers 
for Year 8 were John Butcher, Luke 
McKendry, Kalem Pritchar, Mateusz 
Pajak, Caleb Wan, Eoin Kelly, Donal 
O’Kane and Oisin Doherty.

Our Year 9 team didn’t quite have 
the same success, losing their 
three competitive fixtures to, in turn, 

Dominican College Portstewart, 
Magherafelt High School and 
Dunluce School.  The boys will 
regroup in September and hope to 
do better in Year 10!

There were mixed fortunes for the 
Year 10 team.  The boys got off to 
a flying start with an 8-1 away win 
against Dalriada and a 3-0 defeat of 
St Pius’ High School Magherafelt.  
Later in the term, the boys defeated 
Ballymoney High School 2-0 at 
home, before losing 1-0 away to 
Limavady Grammar.  Eventually, 
our Year 10s were beaten 2-0 by 
St Pius’ High School and 2-0 by 
Limavady Grammar in the play-offs 
for the semi-final.  Our top Year 10 
scorers were Eamon McLaughlin, 
Krystof Silakowski, Kevin O’Kane, 
Benjamin White and Callum Biggart, 
who claims to have scored a 
‘wondergoal’. 

The Senior Soccer team
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With no Year 12 team in action this 
year, the pressure in the GCSE 
years fell upon the Year 11 team, 
who had a great season.  The boys 
had an unbeaten run through to the 
league final, defeating Coleraine Inst 
5-1 away, Dalriada 4-1 at home, 
Cookstown High School 2-1 at 
home and recording a 3-1 defeat 
of Ballymena Academy in the semi-
final.  Heartbreak ensued, though, 
with a 4-0 defeat by St Mary’s High 
School Limavady in the final.  In 
a great season, our top Year 11 

scorers were Liam Tosh, Conor 
Gillen, Stiofan Tracey, Ryan Kealey 
and Daniel O’Kane. 

Finally, our sixth form team had an 
impressive year, with some of our 
Year 14s completing their career 
of competitive soccer for Loreto 
in fine style.  The boys defeated 
Ballymena Academy 4-0 at home, 
defeated Dalriada 4-1 at home, lost 
1-0 to Limavady Grammar away 
and defeated Dominican College 
Portstewart 5-0 away, to sweep 

into the semi-finals, where they 
defeated St Mary’s High School 
Limavady 3-1.  This left the team 
facing old rivals Limavady Grammar 
in the final.  After a tightly-contested 
match, level at 2-2 after extra time, 
Loreto tragically lost on penalties.  
Our top scorers in Year 13-14 were 
Eddie Lane, Oliver Ferris, Markus 
Condren, Jack Derry, Simon 
Osborne and Brendan McFerran.  
Honourable mention goes to Oran 
Barton of Year 12, who stepped 
up to replace in injured Markus 
Condren in the Cup Final.

Success FOR LORETO STUDENTS
AT DISTRICT CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Following a day of outstanding 
performance and competition on 
Wednesday 5th February, Loreto 
College’s Cross Country team 
returned home with an armful of 
medals, along with qualification 
slots for the Ulster Finals.

The Loreto Mini Girls and Mini Boys 
teams (Year 8 students) took first 
place, winning through to the Ulster 
Finals as the best team in a field 
of approximately 20 teams.  The 
Junior Boys and Junior Girls teams 
(Year 10 students) also won through 

to the Ulster Finals, later that month.

There were several extremely 
impressive individual performances 
by Loreto students on the day. 
Abigail McBroom won the Year 10 
Girls’ race, while her younger sister, 
Ellie McBroom, took second place 
in the Year 8 Girls’ event.  In the 
Year 10 Boys’ race, Adam Kerr took 
third place, while Eoghan Gormley 
was placed fifth in the Year 8 Boys’ 
event.  Sisters Aoife Carr and 
Niamh Carr also had a great day: 
Aoife (Year 11) took fourth place in 

the Intermediate Girls’ race, while 
Niamh (Year 9) was third in the 
Minor Girls’ race. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
the students who had represented 
the College with such great 
distinction at the Cross Country 
event.  Mr James also thanked 
teachers Mr Paul Cunning and Mrs 
Sheila McBroom who had worked 
hard with the students in training 
sessions and had supported them 
on the day, and wished the team 
well for the Ulster Finals.

The Year 8 Mini Boys team, which took first place 
at the District Cross Country event, qualifying for 

the Ulster Finals.

The Year 8 Mini Girls team, which took first place 
at the District Cross Country event, qualifying for 

the Ulster Finals.

Sisters: Niamh Carr, who took third place in the Minor Girls race, Aoife Carr, who took fourth place in the Intermediate 
Girls race, Ellie McBroom, winner of the Year 8 Girls race, and Abigail McBroom, winner of the Year 10 Girls race.
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The Loreto College Junior Girls team, who performed 
with great distinction at the District Cross Country event, 

qualifying for the Ulster Final.

The Loreto Junior Boys team, who performed with 
great distinction at the District Cross Country event, 

qualifying for the Ulster Final. 

On Tuesday 11th February, Loreto 
College’s Cross Country team once 
again returned home with an armful 
of medals, along with an Ulster 
Champion title.

Abigail McBroom won Gold in the 
Year 10 Girls’ race, taking the Ulster 
Champion title.  Along with Abigail, 
the Junior Girls team, of Abigail 
McBroom, Victoria Tsang, Molly 
Brennan, Emma McLaughlin and 
Anna Morrison, took third place 
overall, winning Bronze in a very 
tightly-contested race to the finish.  
Abigail and the Junior Girls team 
qualified for the All Ireland Cross 
Country Finals, later that term. 

Loreto was also represented at the 
Ulster Finals by the Mini Girls and 
Mini Boys teams (Year 8 students), 
while the Junior Girls (Year 10) 
were joined by the Junior Boys’ 
team.  Aoife Carr (Year 11) had a 
great run in the highly competitive 
Intermediate Girls’ event.

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to all 
the students who had represented 
the College with such great 

Success FOR LORETO STUDENTS AT ULSTER CROSS COUNTRY FINALS

distinction at the Ulster Finals, and 
congratulated Abigail McBroom 
and the Junior Girls team on their 
medal-winning performances.  Mr 
James also thanked teachers 
Mr Paul Cunning and Mrs Sheila 

In an exciting conclusion to their competitive season, 
the Junior Girls Cross Country team took the All 
Ireland title in a tightly-contested final over a 2500m 
course in Cork.

Loreto’s Ulster Champion, Abigail McBroom, took 
fourth place in the All Ireland final, with her team 
mates Niamh Carr placed twelfth and Molly Brennan 
twenty-ninth: enough for the team 
to take first place in Ireland.  There 
was a tremendous performance by 
all team members: Abigail McBroom, 
Niamh Carr, Molly Brennan, Emma 
McLaughlin, Anna Morrison and 
Victoria Tsang.  The girls, who are all 
Year 10 students, had taken bronze 
at Ulster level, but improved on this 
to return home with an All Ireland 
title.  Also representing Loreto, Year 
11 student Aoife Carr had a great run 
in the highly competitive Intermediate 
event.

TRIUMPH FOR LORETO IN ALL-IRELAND CROSS COUNTRY FINALS

Mr Michael James, Principal of Loreto College, paid 
tribute to all the students who had represented 
Loreto in the All Ireland Finals, and congratulated the 
Junior Girls team on this tremendous success.  Mr 
James also thanked teachers Mr Paul Cunning and 
Mrs Sheila McBroom who had worked hard with the 
students in training sessions and had supported them 
on the day.

McBroom who had worked hard 
with the students in training 
sessions and had supported 
them on the day, and wished the 
medallists well for the All Ireland 
Finals, later in the term.
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The cross country runners had 
another very successful day 
at the annual NEBSSA Cross 
Country races on Tuesday 25th 
March.

Aoife Carr (Year 11) had a great 
run, winning the Senior girls race 
convincingly, while her sister Niamh 
made it a family double as she won 
the Year 9 race.  In something of 
a ‘sister act ‘ Ellie McBroom was 
second in the Year 8 race, while her 
sister  Abigail took third  place in the 
Year 10 race.

The event was well supported, with 21 schools from 
the North East taking part and over 600 runners 
competing. In the team races, Loreto College was 
second in the Year 8 Girls’ race, second in the Year 
8 Boys’ race, third in the Year 10 Girls’ race and third 

Success FOR LORETO AT NEBSSA CROSS COUNTRY EVENT

in the Year 10 Boys’ race . In the 
Year 10 Boys’ race, there were great 
performances by Oisin Brennan 
(placed second) and Adam Kerr 
(placed third). 

Meanwhile, Abigail McBroom 
made her international debut, 
representing Ireland on Saturday 
22nd March.  Abigail was the third 
Irish girl home, helping Ireland to 
a podium finish in bronze medal 
position.

Mr James paid tribute to all these talented 
cross-country runners who had represented Loreto 
with such distinction this season.  Mr James also paid 
tribute to teachers Mr Paul Cunning and Mrs Sheila 
McBroom, who had done so much to encourage and 
motivate the students, and had accompanied them to 
their many competitive fixtures.

The nineteenth annual Mary 
McCabe Trophy race, involving 
all Year 8 students, took place at 
Loreto on Tuesday 21st January 
2014.  This event was held first in 
1996, following the presentation 
of the trophy by Dr. McCabe, 
in memory of his wife Mary. 
The McCabe family had three 
daughters, Geraldine, Jemma and 
Anne-Marie, who attended Loreto 
in the 1970s.  All three girls were 
keen and successful athletes and 
their parents often came to races 
and were very supportive of the 
girls. The silver cup was for Minor 
Girls’ cross country and has been 
competed for each year. There is 
also a boys’ shield and each year, 
Year 8 boys and girls compete for 
these two trophies. 
 
The event saw Year 8s completing 
a taxing run just short of 2000m 
through the College campus, 
and this year’s winners were Ellie 
McBroom and Caleb Wan.  Mr 
Paul Cunning, co-ordinator of 
Cross Country running at Loreto, 

YEAR 8 CROSS COUNTRY RACE AT LORETO COLLEGE

joined College Principal Mr Michael 
James in offering congratulations 
to all those who took part, and 
commiserations to those who could 
not do so, or who dropped out due 
to injury.  Mr Cunning added a word 
of special thanks to the members of 
staff and senior students who acted 
as marshalls.  
 
Mr Cunning added that a number 
of previous winners of this event 
had gone on to sporting success 
in athletics, hurling, gaelic football 
and camogie at national and 
international level, and that many of 
the medallists could have a bright 
sporting future ahead.   Many of 
these promising young athletes 
were selected to represent Loreto 
at the Cross Country District 
Championships at the University 
of Ulster, along with some talented 
athletes from throughout the school.  
The students were congratulated on 
their success to date and wished 
well for the challenges ahead by Mr 
Michael James, Principal of Loreto 
College. 

Medals were presented as follows:
Girls 
 1st Ellie McBroom 
 2nd Olivia Mullan 
 3rd Kate Doherty 
Boys 
 1st Caleb Wan 
 2nd John Butcher
 3rd Odhran McLarnon 

The two individual winners, Ellie 
McBroom and Caleb Wan, had 
their names added to the trophies 
to join an illustrious list of Loreto 
athletes. Mr Michael James, Loreto 
Principal, congratulated all the Year 
8 students on their enthusiastic 
participation in the event, and paid 
tribute to Mr Paul Cunning and his 
team of Year 14 marshals who had 
organised the race.
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LORETO COLLEGE Success IN 
SUMMER TERM ATHLETICS

April and May were busy for 
Loreto College’s top athletes, 
who competed at local, regional 
and provincial level in their chosen 
sports.  

Following the local NEBSSA 
Athletics heats, held at Coleraine 
Academical Institution on Friday 2nd 
May, fourteen top Loreto athletes 
qualified for the NEBSSA finals on 
14th May at the Antrim 
Forum.  

At Under 13 level, Loreto 
was represented by thee 
Year 9 students Conor  
Kelly, in the High Jump, 
Callum Boorman, in the 

Javelin, and Niamh Carr in the 800 
metres. 

In the Under 14 age group, Loreto 
had six representatives from Year 
10.  Cahir Boyle contested both the 
100 metres and the 400 metres, 
while Fearghal Close qualified 
for the 800 metres.  Cahir also 
took part in the High Jump final, 
and, although he also qualified 

for the Discus final, he decided to 
withdraw.  Meanwhile, Fearghal 
also contested the Long Jump final. 
Adam Kerr also competed in the 
High Jump final. Not to be outdone, 
the Year 10 girls also distinguished 
themselves, with Abigail McBroom 
competing in the 800 metres final, 
Anna Morrison contesting the 
Discus final, and Riona Pauling 
qualifying for the Shot.

At Under 15, Loreto 
was represented by five 
students. Cahir Loftus 
(Year 11) qualified for the 
High Jump final, while 
Daniel O’Kane (Year 11) 
contested the Long Jump.  

Loreto students who won medals at the NEBSSA 
Athletics Finals: Cahir Boyle, Bronze in Boys’ U14 400 
metres; Niamh Carr, Silver in Girls’ U13 800 metres; 

Abigail McBroom, Gold in Girls’ Under 15 1500 metres, 
and qualifier for Ulster Finals.

Abigail McBroom, who 
won the NEBSSA Final 
of the U15 Girls’ 1500 

metres, won Bronze in the
Ulster Final of the same 

event, and has won through 
to the All Ireland Final.

Aoife Carr, who won 
Silver in the Girls’ U15 

800 metres event at the 
NEBSSA Athletics Finals, 

and qualified for the 
Ulster Final of the event. 
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Students from Loreto College who won through the local heat to the NEBSSA Athletics Finals.

In the Year 11 Girls’ competitions, 
Abigail McBroom (Year 10) and 
Aoife Carr (Year 11) ran in the 1500 
metres final (even though Abigail is 
Y10, she ran up an age group as 
that event is not held at U14) while 
Shauna Doherty (Year 11) took part 
in the Discus final.

The Loreto athletes brought home 
several medals after a busy and 
successful day.  Abigail McBroom, 
despite being a year under-age for 
the Under 15 1500 metres, won 
Gold, by a margin of some 100 
metres, with Aoife Carr winning 

Silver, making it a great race for 
Loreto.  Niamh Carr also took Silver 
in the Girls’ U13 800m and Cahir 
Boyle took Bronze in the Boys’ U14 
400m.

Meanwhile, Abigail McBroom 
(Year 10) and Aoife Carr (Year 11) 
qualified for the Ulster Finals, held 
on 17th May.  Abigail was placed 
third in the Junior Girls’ 1500m, 
while Aoife ran in the Intermediate 
Girls’ 1500m. Abigail qualified for 
the All Ireland Final of the Junior 
Girls’ 1500m, scheduled for 31st 
May at Tullamore.

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head 
of Physical Education at Loreto 
College, congratulated all those 
who took part on their fine 
endeavours, and paid tribute to 
the medallists on their outstanding 
performances.  Mr Michael James, 
College Principal, congratulated all 
the students, their coaches and the 
PE Department on a tremendous 
season of competitive athletics, 
and wished Abigail McBroom well 
for the All Ireland Final, on behalf 
of all the staff and students of the 
College. 

A group of over 30 Sixth Form 
students from Loreto College 
completed a qualification in First Aid 
this year.  The students completed 
the Heartstart qualification during 
their Physical Education time over a 
six-week period, run by PE teacher 
Ms Julie Wilson, who is a trained 
first aid instructor.  

Heartstart UK is an initiative co-
ordinated by the British Heart 
Foundation to teach members 
of the public what to do in a life-
threatening emergency: simple 
skills that can save lives. It provides 
opportunities for people to learn 
the vital skills of Emergency Life 
Support. Through Heartstart UK 
the British Heart Foundation aims 
to strengthen the chain of survival 
by promoting and supporting 
Emergency Life Support training in 
the community. 

During their six week course, the 
Loreto students learned to perform 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR), care for an unconscious 
casualty, help someone who is 
choking, manage serious bleeding, 
and recognise and treat someone 
having a heart attack. The students 
learned that the benefit of CPR 
performed by a bystander in an 
out-of-hospital cardiac arrest is 
significant. If you can perform 
effective CPR whilst the ambulance 
is on its way you can more then 
double a person’s chance of 
surviving.

The students also achieved their 
Young Lifesaver’s award from 
St John Ambulance. This award 
covered other important aspects 
of First Aid such as poisoning, 
bleeding, burns, shock, scalds, and 
fractures. 

Congratulating the students on 
their achievement, Ms Julie Wilson 

LORETO COLLEGE SIXTH FORMERS EARN
FIRST AID QUALIFICATIONS

commented: 

“It is good to know that 33 of our 
pupils could now help save a life by 
performing Emergency Life Support 
in the community.”

The students who achieved the 
First Aid qualifications are: Year 13 
students: Mairead Carey, Sophia 
Devlin, Rosin Dooley-Nelis, Louise 
Hickey, Annie McBride, Clodagh 
McBride, Sinead McCloskey, 
Seanin McGee, Conal McGinley, 
Tiarna McGinty, Beth McIvor, 
Conor McIvor, Catherine McNicholl, 
Nicole McNicholl, Meadhbh 

McReynolds, Geraldine Mellon, 
April Murray, Bronagh O’Kane, 
Shaciara O’Kane, Caolan O’Neill, 
and Chloe Platt.   Year 14 students: 
Aisha Brown, Julia Brzozowska, 
Therese Corrigan, Mark Gormley, 
Jill Hassan, Megan Hassan, Emma 
Kelly, Naomi McDowell, Bronagh 
McKinney, Anna Nelis, Sorcha 
O’Hara, and Donald Turner.

Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, congratulated the 
students and their teachers on 
achieving these lifesaving 
qualifications. 
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A group of fourteen Year 9 students 
from Loreto College took part in 
the Loreto Day of Dance, hosted 
by the Loreto Convent School, 
Letterkenny, on Wednesday 12th 
March.

At the start of the current academic 
year, the Loreto Education Trust 
appointed Elaine Dillon from Loreto 
College Crumlin to the position 
of Sports Network Development 
Project Leader for Loreto schools.  
With the Loreto Trust and Elaine 
Dillon believing strongly that the 
strong sporting tradition and history 
of Loreto schools should be upheld 
and developed further, a meeting 
was held, for all teachers involved in 
PE in all Loreto schools in Ireland, 
with the aim of involving Loreto 
schools beyond the Dublin area in 
inter-school events and competitions.  

Loreto Coleraine’s Head of PE, 
Mrs Maureen McCullough, who 
attended the meeting, got involved 

LORETO STUDENTS COLLABORATE IN DAY OF DANCE

in arranging some of the many 
activities to encourage participation 
by schools from all parts of Ireland.  
This included the Day of Dance 
hosted by Loreto Letterkenny, in 
which the Letterkenny, Coleraine 
and Crumlin schools participated.  
The Day of Dance comprised two 
dance workshops, led by Mrs 
Anita McGinley, Head of PE in 
Loreto Letterkenny, followed by 
performances from each school.  
The Loreto College Coleraine 
students performed a Cheer 
Pomm dance, which they had 
choreographed and rehearsed 
over many hours and weeks in 
advance of the event.  The students 
who represented Loreto College 
Coleraine at the event were: Una 
Clarke, Alisha Convery, Sian Donaghy, 
Sorcha Duggan, Ellen Ferris, 
Eve Gardiner, Fionnuala Keane, 
Courtney McKeague, Kerry 
McLaughlin, Megan O’Kane, Yasmine 
Peacock, Klaudia Silakowska, Sylvia 
Smyth and Orla Wallace. 

PE teacher Ms Julie Wilson, 
who attended the event with the 
Coleraine students, commented 
that the Day of Dance had 
been successful and enjoyable, 
expressing the hope that it would 
now be a firm fixture on the inter-
Loreto calendar. Moving on from 
this event, students from Loreto 
College Crumlin visited Loreto 
College Coleraine, en route to a 
Geography Field Trip to the Giant’s 
Causeway.  While visiting their 
Coleraine counterparts, the Crumlin 
students took part in Trampolining 
and Archery workshops. 

Mr Michael James, Principal of 
Loreto College, paid tribute to 
the enthusiastic and energetic 
participation of the Year 9 girls who 
attended the Day of Dance, and to 
the spirit of collegial co-operation 
and friendship between Loreto 
schools in Ireland and as part of a 
worldwide network.

This year was quite successful for 
our Year 9 boys’ basketball team. 
The team convincingly won all three 
group games to qualify for a play-off 
spot in the Ulster Schools’ League, 
but unfortunately lost out in a close 
fixture away to St Malachy’s College 
Belfast.

The first game was away to St. 
Patrick’s Ballymena. After a slow 
start, and trailing by 4 points in the 
first quarter, the team found their 
rhythm going into the second and 
were more efficient on the offensive 
end. The game was a high scoring 
affair, with the Loreto boys putting 
45 points on the score board, as 
opposed to St. Patrick’s 22. Conor 
Moore carried and distributed the 
ball well with Connlaoth McGee and 
Dara McGoldrick contributing most 
of the team’s points. Josh Saban 
also made an excellent defensive 
contribution.

The second group game was at 
home to Cambridge House.  Loreto 
were strong throughout and won 
with a 35-18 final result. Stand 
out players were Conor Kelly and 
Captain Connlaoth Magee. 

The third and final group fixture 
was at home versus St. Columb’s 
College Derry.  From the outset 

YEAR 9 BASKETBALL

Loreto dominated the much smaller 
Derry team and won 40 - 16. It was 
a good team performance from 
Loreto with all players making a 
valuable contribution.

Having qualified for the play-
offs, Loreto were drawn against 
basketball powerhouse St 
Malachy’s Belfast. Loreto started 
the game slowly, trailing 10 - 3 at 
the end of the first quarter. Loreto 
responded in the second quarter 
and managed to take a four point 
lead at the half. The second half 
was a tense affair and a quality 
game of basketball. The lead 
switched on 3 more occasions 
but it was not to be Loreto’s day. 
Trailing by one basket, Loreto were 
not able to convert on offence and a 
late basket was enough to seal a 4 
point victory for St Malachy’s. 

The season may have ended with a 
defeat but the Loreto boys played 
great basketball and are looking 
well for the future.

Mr E Harkin
Coach

Loreto College Year 9 
basketball team - 

 
 Dara McGoldrick 9C
 Conor Moore 9A
 Conor Kelly 9D
 Connlaoth McGee 9C
 Finn McEwan 9E
 Donal Close 9C
 Joseph Mullan 9E
 Andres Kryzstowski 9E
 Callum Boorman 9D
 Jason Moore 9A
 Michael Carlin 9C
 Oliver Clyde 9D
 Josh Saban 9A
 Owen Tsang 9D
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A group of thirty Year 9 students 
from Loreto College spent a week 
of January in Switzerland learning to 
ski, accompanied by three teachers. 
 
The group stayed in the Haut Lac 
International Centre, Les Sciernes, 
Switzerland - the Centre is run by 
a Northern Ireland family and some 
of the staff are from Derry and 
Ballycastle. The Centre is located in 
a practical and welcoming building 
set in its own grounds overlooking 
the picturesque Swiss village of 
Les Sciernes in the heart of the 
Swiss PreAlpes. Its fully qualified 
instructors work with their groups 
throughout the entire ski day, 
ensuring safety, progress and lots 
of fun on the slopes.  
 
During the week, the students 

LORETO STUDENTS Enjoy SKI TRIP

from Loreto had breakfast at 
8.00 followed by ski lessons both 
morning and afternoon, coming off 
the mountain at 4.30, exhausted. 
After dinner, they then enjoyed a 
full evening activity programme, 
keeping them occupied until 
bedtime. The evening activities 
included sports such as table tennis 
and bowling, activities such as arts 
and crafts, cookery, pool, table-
football, computer games, DVDs, 
chess, board games, and quizzes.  
 
At the end of the week there the 
Centre ran a slalom race for all 
students, with medals for the top 
three students in each group.  
Before the students returned 
to Loreto, they each received a 
Snowlife Snowsport award, stating 
the level of proficiency they had 

achieved during their week’s 
skiing. Members of the Loreto 
group scored from level 3 in the 
Beginners’ group up to an amazing 
level 8 in the Advanced group.  
 
Teachers Mrs Maureen McCullough 
(Head of PE) and Mr Paul Byrne (PE 
teacher), who organised the trip, 
alongside Mrs Schira McGoldrick 
and Mr Séan Murtagh who also 
accompanied the group, paid 
tribute to the Loreto students for the 
spirit and energy with which they 
entered into all the week’s activities. 
The students described their 
week in Switzerland as a fantastic 
experience, which they would never 
forget, and many of them returned 
to Loreto College quite determined 
to go skiing again as soon as they 
had the opportunity!
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A very successful Handball Blitz 
was held in Loreto on Thursday 3rd 
April, with teams from Coleraine 
College, North Coast Integrated 
College and St Joseph’s College 
joining their hosts for competitive 
games contested by Year 11 
students.

In the Year 11 Girls’ tournament, 
we had a very successful day, 
recording a clean sweep of victories 
over our neighbouring teams.  
Loreto defeated Coleraine College 
6-2, North Coast Integrated College 
10-6 and St Joseph’s College 8-4.  
The students from all four schools 
had been practising during PE 
lessons with coach Gary Fowler, 
who is Coleraine Borough Council’s 
‘Active Community Coach’.  This 
blitz was the ‘finale’ of a term of 
coaching and practice.

LORETO COLLEGE HOST 
SUCCESSFUL HANDBALL BLITZ

On the day, a boys’ team (also 
comprising Year 11 students) was 
also put together, which competed 
against a mixed team from 
Coleraine College after only one 
session of training. 

Mrs Maureen McCullough, 

Head of PE, paid tribute to all 
the Year 11 students who took 
part in the Handball Blitz for their 
enthusiasm and energy, as well as 
for their commitment and spirit in 
representing the school with such 
distinction in a sport which was 
relatively new to them.  

The Loreto girls’ U16 Volleyball 
team finished as runners-up in the 
NEBSSA tournament played on 9th 
April at The Joey Dunlop Centre, 
Ballymoney.

The team trains every Thursday 
evening at Coleraine Leisure 
Centre, under the tuition of 
Jonny McFadden, who is a Sport 
Development Active Communities 
Coach with Coleraine Borough 
Council.

The team was beaten in the final 
by Coleraine Girls’ High School, 
who have been playing for a 
number of years. This was Loreto’s 
first tournament and first ever 
competitive game!  PE teacher Ms 
Wilson commented that she was 
thrilled that all the team’s hard work 
in the winter evenings had paid off.

NEBSSA U16 GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL COMPETITION

The team members were: Caite Skelly (Captain), Aine McNamee, Darcy 
Kelly, Shauna Doherty, Bronagh McNicholl, Niamh Doherty, Riona Pauling, 

and Niamh Boorman.

The new Sports Captains for 2014-
15 were presented to their fellow 
students at College Assembly as the 
Easter holidays drew near, following 
a rigorous process of application and 
interview.

The students appointed were: 
Catherine McNicholl and Frank Dillon 
(Sports Captains), along with Claire 
Rafferty and Simon Purvis (Deputy 
Sports Captains).  All four have given 
generously of their time and energy in 
extra-curricular sport throughout their 
time at Loreto, and will now act as 
sports leaders and mentors in their 
final year at the College. 

All four outstanding students were 
wished every success and happiness 
in their positions as student leaders by College Principal Mr Michael James and Head of PE Mrs Maureen 
McCullough, on behalf of all the staff and students of Loreto College.

SPORTS CAPTAINS APPOINTED AT LORETO COLLEGE



226 227

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

Girls  Boys

Group C Front Crawl
 1 Megan McGilligan 1 Daniel Burns
 2 Louise Doherty 2 Ruairaidh Kelly
 3 Savanah Corbett 3 Peadar OhOisin

Group C Back
 1 Megan McGilligan 1 Daniel Burns
 2 Louise Doherty 2 Joshua Mullan
 3 Savanah Corbett 3 Peadar OhOisin

Group A Backstroke
 1 Anna O’Kane 1 Oliver Keys 

 2 Maeve Kerr 2 Dara Clyde
 3 Ellie McBroom 3 Dennis Bonarenko/ 
    Emmet Richardson

Group B Backstroke
 1 Magda Zaruska 1 Kian Convery
 2 Niamh Duncan 2 Damien Krenc
 3 Ellen Mulholland 3 Tiarnan Boylan

Group A Breaststroke
 1 Anna O’Kane 1 Isaac Berrisford 
 2 Maeve Kerr 2 Oliver Keys
 3 Ellie McBroom 3 Dara Mooney

YEAR 8 SWIMMING GALA

The annual Swimming Gala was held at Coleraine Leisure Centre on Wednesday 16th April.
The following results were recorded in the competitive events:

Group B Breaststroke
 1 Gemma Fraser 1 Kian Convery
 2 Martine O’Connor 2 Luke McKendry
 3 Oonagh Coyle 3 Tiarnan Boylan

Group A Butterfly
 1 Anna O’Kane 1 Oliver Keys
 2 Maeve Kerr 2 Dara Clyde
 3 Ellie McBroom 3 Conal Simpson

Group A Front Crawl
 1 Anna O’Kane 1 Isaac Berrisford 
 2 Maeve Kerr 2 Oliver Keys
 3 Ellie McBroom 3 Dara Mooney

Group B Front Crawl
 1 Aine Mailey 1 Callum Rainey
 2 Ellen Mulholland 2 James Mullan
 3 Magda Zaruska 3 Delaney McLaughlin

Freestyle Relay Medley Freestyle Relay
 1 8A 1 8A 1 8B
 2 8C 2 8B 2 8A
 3 8E 3 8D 3 8D

Swimmer of the Year
 Anna O’Kane Oliver Keys

A Year 9 student from Loreto has had an extremely successful 

year in a variety of Swimming competitions and Galas.

Finn McEwan, who trains at Coleraine Swimming Club, 

achieved the time necessary to swim in the Ulster 

Championship. Finn went on to reach the Final of the 100 

Metres Breaststroke event in the Ulster Championship, 

securing a time which allows him to swim in the Ireland’s 

Division one competition, to be held in Dublin in July. 

Finn was congratulated on his commitment, dedication

and high level of achievement in swimming by Mr Michael 

James, College Principal, and wished well for competition 

at National level on behalf of all the staff and students of the 

College. 

SWIMMING Success FOR LORETO STUDENT FINN

A Year 10 student from Loreto 
College has achieved Black Belt 
status in Shotokan Karate.

Emma Mullan, who is in Year 10 
at Loreto College, trains with the 
Zanshin NI Club, Coleraine, where 
she is coached by Terry Geddis. 
Through her enthusiasm and 
dedication for her chosen sport, she 
has achieved her Black Belt at a 
commendably young age. 

Emma paid tribute to her coach, 
Sensei Terry Geddis, and to all 
those who have supported her 
throughout her Karate training to 
date. 

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head 
of PE at Loreto College Coleraine, 
commented that Emma’s 
success was an exciting and 
inspiring example to all her fellow 
students.  On behalf of all the 

LORETO COLLEGE STUDENT Achieves
KARATE BLACK BELT

staff and students of Loreto, Mr 
Michael James, College Principal, 
congratulated Emma on her 
achievements to date and wished 
her every success in her ongoing 
karate career. 

On behalf of the Zanshin Shotokan 
Karate Club, Emma’s Coach Terry 
Geddis writes:

BLACK BELT SUCCESS 
FOR EMMA

Young Emma Mullan, a Year 10 
student at Loreto College, has 
just achieved her Black Belt in 
Shotokan Karate.  Emma is a 
member of the Zanshin Shotokan 
Karate Club and has been training 
for 3 ½ years under the guidance 
of the Chief Instructor Sensei Terry 
Geddis, 5th Dan (KUGB).  Emma 
is now the youngest female Black 



228 229

LoretoLore Mag. 13-14 LoretoLore Mag. 13-14

Belt in the Club.   Emma graded 
under the Chief Instructor of the 
KUGB Sensei Andy Sherry, 9th Dan.  
Emma’s grading consisted of kata 
and kumite and lasted 45 minutes.  
The Club is extremely proud of 
this dedicated young student.  To 
achieve Black Belt level at such a 
young age demonstrates great skill, 
determination and commitment.

Emma’s training regime would be 
3-4 times per week although she 
intensified her training earlier in 
the year and completed the 5 Day 

School of Excellence which saw her 
train four hours every day and she 
also attended the 6 Day Summer 
Course and again this was four 
hours per day.  

Emma is a member of the Junior 
Squad and has represented NI 
at the National Championships 
in the National Indoor Arena in 
Birmingham.  With continued 
training Emma will progress onto 
the Senior Squad and will have 
the opportunity to represent NI 
at European and World level in 

the future.  Emma has won local 
competitions and is the current 
record holder of Junior Batak 
Champion within the Club.

Achieving Black Belt is just the 
beginning with Emma straight back 
into training and aiming for her 2nd 
Dan in two years’ time.  Her parents 
have supported her in her quest for 
Black Belt as they travelled with her 
and watched her train every night.  

The Club would like to congratulate 
Emma on this achievement.   

Tribute was paid at Loreto College 
in November to Chloe Hope, a Year 
9 student, who had recently won 
a Gold medal at the WKU World 
Kickboxing Championships.

Chloe, who trains with and fights 
for the Limavady Titans Kickboxing 
Club, was representing Northern 
Ireland for the first time at this 
prestigious event, which was held 
in Greece.  Aged only 12, Chloe 
is already Northern Ireland, ‘semi-
tec’ and club champion in her age 
group as well has having won the 
Northern Ireland Open competition.  
She is a purple belt holder, and 
one of a number of members of the 
Limavady Titans club who qualified 
to represent Northern Ireland at the 
World Championships.

Modest about her achievements, 
Chloe paid tribute to her coaches:

“I definitely have to give all the credit 
to my coaches, Willie Lowry, Liam 

LORETO COLLEGE Celebrates SUCCESS OF 
KICK-BOXING WORLD CHAMPION

McLaughlin, Collins McGowan, 
Rodney Douglas, Jordan Duffy 
and Mark McGonigle, who have 
supported me throughout the years 
I have been at the club.”

Mr Michael James, College 
Principal, paid tribute to Chloe’s 

talent, hard work and dedication, 
congratulating her on this 
tremendous achievement at College 
Assembly.  Mr James commented 
that with the talent and dedication 
Chloe had already demonstrated, 
she was clearly a talent to watch 
out for in the years ahead.

Achievement and Fun on
LORETO COLLEGE SPORTS DAY

The annual Sports Day was held at Loreto College Coleraine on Thursday 19th June 2014, on a day of sunshine and 
summer weather.  The event involved all Year 8-11 students from Loreto College and provided a happy and exciting 
day of sport for all.   There was tight competition in the formal events, but many of the fun events proved equally 
popular, such as the Year 8 Novelty Races on the Chapel Lawn and various non-competitive fixtures such as tug-of-
war, minibus pull and centipede racing.  The day was also an opportunity to raise funds for Leukaemia & Lymphoma 
NI, with a barbecue and a huge variety of fun, afternoon events being held as just one of a few fundraising initiatives.

The afternoon concluded with the class relays, drawing huge support from the whole school. 

The following results were recorded in the competitive events: 

   Girls Boys
 
Year 8 100 metres 1st Kate Doherty Odhran McLarnon
  2nd Chloe Mullan Cathal Bradley
  3rd  Annie Levy Daniel Burns
 
 200 metres 1st Chloe Mullan Odhran McLarnon
  2nd Kate Doherty Caleb Wan
  3rd Annie Levy Mateuz Pajak
 
 300 metres 1st Chloe Mullan Caleb Wan
  2nd Kate Doherty Callum Rainey
  3rd Caitlin Moore Isaac Berrisford
 
 800 metres 1st Ellie McBroom Odhran McLarnon
  2nd Chloe Mullan James Mullan
  3rd Kate Doherty Cathal Bradley
 
 Relays 1st 8A 8B
  2nd 8B 8A
  3rd  8E 8D
 
 Shot Putt 1st Alex Cook Corey McLaughlin
  2nd Magda Zaruska Aidan Gillen
  3rd Annie Levy Donal O’Kane
 
 High Jump 1st Annie Levy Aidan Gillen
  2nd Sarah Lundy Corey McLaughlin
  3rd Mateuz Pajak
 
 Long Jump 1st Katie McKeague Paul Rafferty   
  2nd Magda Zaruska Mateuz Pajak
  3rd Caleb Wan Claire White
 
 Athletes of the Year  Chloe Mullan Odhran McLarnon

Year 9 100 metres 1st Susan McKendry Danny Burns
  2nd Caitlin Thompson Jason Moore
  3rd  Orlagh McCloskey Andrzej Krystowski
 
 200 metres 1st Niamh Carr Danny Burns
  2nd Molly Canning Conor Kelly
  3rd Orlagh McCloskey Jason Moore
 
 400 metres 1st  Niamh Carr Danny Burns
  2nd Susan McKendry Finlay Hutchinson
  3rd  Jason Moore
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 800 metres 1st Niamh Carr Danny Burns
  2nd Susan McKendry Finlay Hutchinson
  3rd  Donal Close
 
 Relays 1st 9B 9A
  2nd 9A 9E
  3rd  9E 9D
 
 Shot Putt 1st Caitlin Thompson Callum Boorman
  2nd Una Clarke Liam Riche
  3rd Molly Canning Jason Moore
 
 Javelin 1st Molly Canning Callum Boorman
  2nd Tiegan Mullan Owen Tsang
  3rd  Zara Leese Liam Riche
 
 Discus 1st Zara Leese Liam Riche
  2nd Eve Gardiner Callum Boorman
  3rd Cåit Passmore Jason Moore
 
 High Jump 1st Molly Canning Conor Kelly
  2nd Tiegan Mullan Michael Carlin 
  3rd Nora McIlvenny Owen Tsang
 
 Long Jump 1st Niamh Carr Conor Moore / Andrzej Krystowski
  2nd Caitlin Thompson Liam Riche
  3rd Anna McKeown Conor McKelvey
 
 Athletes of the Year  Niamh Carr Danny Burns

Year 10 100 metres 1st Anna Morrison Cahir Boyle 
  2nd Shakeera Nazeer Jordan Millar
  3rd  Abigail McBroom Adam Kerr
 
 200 metres 1st Riona Pauling Cahir Boyle
  2nd Shakeera Nazeer Eoin Doherty
  3rd  Valentino Jayamanna
 
 400 metres 1st Abigail McBroom Cahir Boyle
  2nd Anna Morrison Ciaran O’Kane
  3rd  Joseph Mulholland
 
 800 metres 1st Abigail McBroom Fearghal Close
  2nd Molly Brennan Oisin Brennan
  3rd Anna Morrison Valentino Jayamanna
 
 Relays 1st 10A 10C
  2nd 10E 10A
  3rd  10B 10E
 
 Shot Putt 1st Riona Pauling Fearghal Close
  2nd Shannon O’Kane Daniel Walton
  3rd Sarah Moore Aaron Christie
 
 Javelin 1st Anna Morrison Adam Kerr
  2nd Niamh Boorman Eoin McGuigan
  3rd  Niamh Cunning Kristian Hoy
 
 Discus 1st Anna Morrison Cahir Boyle 
  2nd Casey Black Jack Galbraith
  3rd Shannon O’Kane Aaron Christie
 

 High Jump 1st Shakeera Nazeer Cahir Boyle
  2nd Riona Pauling Adam Kerr
  3rd Abigail McBroom
 
 Long Jump 1st Roisin McMorrough Fearghal Close
  2nd Anna Morrison Eoin McGuigan
  3rd Riona Pauling Aidan McGonigle
 
 Athletes of the Year  Anna Morrison Cahir Boyle

Year 11 100 metres 1st Aoife Boorman Christopher Doherty
  2nd Grace Dougan Joel Dinsmore
  3rd  Aoife Carr John Smyth
 
 200 metres 1st Aoife Carr Joel Dinsmore
  2nd Niamh Morrison Aidan Boyle
  3rd Eimear Carey Cormac McCarry
 
 400 metres 1st Aoife Carr John Smyth
  2nd Aoife Boorman Cormac McCarry
  3rd Darcey Kelly John-Paul Feeny
 
 800 metres 1st Aoife Carr John Smyth
  2nd  Christopher Doherty
  3rd  Oran Bradley
 
 Relays 1st 11D 11B
  2nd 11A 11A
  3rd  11C 11E
 
 Shot Putt 1st Darcey Kelly Conor Gillen
  2nd Bronagh McNicholl Cahir Lofthouse
  3rd Anna McGuigan Conor Rogan
 
 Javelin 1st Shauna Doherty Aidan Boyle
  2nd Cariosa O’Harte John Paul Feeny
  3rd  Mollie Maguire Cormac McCarry
 
 Discus 1st Darcey Kelly Cormac McCarry
  2nd Niamh Morrison Aidan O’Boyle
  3rd Cariosa O’Harte John Paul Feeny
 
 High Jump 1st  Philip Doherty
  2nd  Alex McCloskey
  3rd  Christopher Doherty
 
 Long Jump 1st Aoife Carr Christopher Doherty
  2nd Niamh Morrison Matthew McNally
  3rd Kate McLaughlin John Paul Feeny
 
 Athletes of the Year  Aoife Carr Christopher Doherty

 

Mrs Maureen McCullough, Head of Physical Education at Loreto College, paid tribute to all the staff and students 

of the College who had made the 2014 Sports Day such a memorable and enjoyable occasion.  Mr Michael James, 

College Principal, thanked the PE Department and the entire school community for the effort and enthusiasm with 

which they had taken part in this year’s Sports Day in the sunshine, as the Summer Term drew towards its final week.
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Year 8 students on the starting line of the 100 Metres Final on Sports Day

Year 8 student Dennis Bondarenko 
taking part in the Long Jump on 

Sports Day

Year 8 100 Metres Finalists on Sports Day

Year 8 100 Metres Finalists with teacher Mr Sean Murtagh on Sports Day

Concentration in one of the Fun Events on Sports Day

Year 10 Relay winners with Sports Captains Nicole O’Neill and Eilis McNamee on Sports Day
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Year 11 Relay winners with Sports Captains Nicole O’Neill and Eilis McNamee on Sports Day

Year 9 Relay winners with Sports Captains Nicole O’Neill and Eilis McNamee on Sports Day

Year 8 Relay winners with Head of Year 8, Mr Liam Shaw, 
and Sports Captains Nicole O’Neill and Eilis McNamee on Sports Day

Year 11 Relay winners with Sports Captains Nicole O’Neill and Eilis McNamee on Sports Day
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SPORTS DAY MEMORIES
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As well as playing for Loreto, many 
of our footballers, hurlers and 
camogs play for their local clubs.  
Coleraine club Eoghan Rua is close 
to the hearts of many in Loreto: 
Aidan Boyle met up with one of 
the  founder members as the club 
turned fifty.

As many of my friends and family 
will know, I live a GAA lifestyle. My 
club, Eoghan Rua, holds a place 
in my heart, and as the club’s 
50th Anniversary was celebrated 
recently, I managed to procure an 
interview with John McKay, one of 
the founding fathers of Eoghan Rua. 

A.B: John, would you mind 
telling me a bit about any 
other GAA set-ups near 
Coleraine?

J.McK: I’m from Rasharkin 
originally, so I was always 
involved there, but near 
Coleraine there was 
Aghadowey.

A.B: Aghadowey, really?

J.McK: Yes I know it’s not a 
stronghold nowadays! But 
yes, Aghadowey would 
have had a team then.

A.B: And what about the first 
set up? How hard was it 
getting going?

J.McK: Well, we were originally 
set up in Ballymoney for 
about two years - it was 
Kearney Brolly, Frank Dillon 
and Eddie Devenney who 
did most of the work then 
- but as I say we were in 
Ballymoney and trained at 
St. Malachy’s in Coleraine.  
Only 4 or 5 ever came 
out, and the parish priest 
supplied the kits.

EOGHAN RUA CLG - FIFTY YEARS

A.B: What were the training 
sessions like? What did 
they involve?

J.McK: (Laughing) Awk we would 
have done a few runs and 
some sit ups and press ups 
followed by a bit of kicking. 
We would have been quite 
fit if it wasn’t for people 
smoking at half-time in 
matches!

A.B: What position did you 
play? What were the strong 
points of your team?

J.McK: I was right half-back. When 
we had a team, Kevin 
McIntyre, and two of the 
Begleys - Malachy and 
Barney - were fantastic. 
Liam Begley did what he 
could. 

A.B: Did you ever consider 
giving up?

J.McK: No. Never. We were never 
going to stop, we were 
always losing boys to 
Garron Tower as it was 
the only Catholic Grammar 
School nearby, but we 
never stopped.

A.B: What about transport?

J.McK: Bikes. We took our bikes 
everywhere, as far as 
Craigbane in South Derry in 
some cases.

A.B: I’ve heard a lot about these 
‘Carnival Cups’, what were 
they?

J.McK: Oh they were great craic. 
We would’ve gone to a 
carnival and there was 
always a 7-a-side football 
competition on. I remember 

one time in Portglenone 
we were through to the 
semi-final on the Saturday 
of one of the carnivals, 
and a few of the team had 
been drinking the whole 
day and were in no shape 
to play the match, so a few 
Protestant fellas - and you 
know the tensions there 
would have been - said 
they’d play for us. So we 
won our semi-final and 
were beaten in the final 
by one point. There were 
five Protestants playing for 
Eoghan Rua that day! 

A.B: So what do you think of the 
change from then to now?

J.McK: Well now there’s a lot more 
pulling and hauling, but 
you can’t get away with 
as much. I remember the 
fights the likes of Charlie 
Mearns would get into. 
There was one match 
against when the referee 
- Jim McFaul - sent off 
two players in the first five 
minutes. Although Charlie 
would hit either team if they 
annoyed him.

A.B: John, thanks very much for 
the interview.

Interviewing John was an incredible 
experience for me. It helped me 
realise the work that men like him 
put in to ensure that the GAA had 
a future in Coleraine, and I along 
with many others in the club feel 
eternally indebted to him. 

Aidan Boyle
Year 11
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Our Year 10 team took part in a Rounders tournament against several local schools during the final week of term.  
Despite scoring a phenomenal number of runs, Loreto were eventually defeated by Coleraine High School.  
Nevertheless, a great, spirited performance by LCC.

ROUNDERS ROUND-UP

A group of intrepid Year 11 students 

enjoyed a surfing lesson with Long 

Line Surf School in June.  Some of 

their exploits can be seen here. 

SURFING ADVENTURE
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Loreto College received funding 
(£3,320) from the ‘Active Schools 
Programme’ through Sport NI 
to run an after school club for 
pupils with a physical disability 
who attend mainstream schools 
in the Coleraine, Ballymoney and 
Ballycastle area. This follows 
the success of the first NI Junior 
Paralympic Fun Day which was held 
in Lagan Valley Leisureplex, Lisburn 
in September 2013. 

Active Schools is a small grants 
programme developed, funded and 
administered by Sport Northern 
Ireland that aims to assist projects 
that enable the delivery of new and 
sustained opportunities for children 
and young people to participate 

LORETO COLLEGE ACTIVE SCHOOLS CLUB
JANUARY-MARCH 2014

in two hours per week of extra-
curricular sports and physical 
recreation.

The club was for pupils from Year 
5 - year 14. It ran for 8 weeks with 
2 sports available each week taken 
by qualified coaches. The sports 
included Indoor Athletics, Table 
Tennis, Wheelchair Basketball, 
Boccia, Tennis and New Age Curling.

The ‘Causeway Paralympic Super 
Six Club’ was organised with help 
of Active Community Coaches, 
Disability Sport NI and a local 
Paediatric Physiotherapist from 
Northern Health and Social Care 
Trust. It was hoped that through 
this club, children got the chance 

Photograph by permission of the Coleraine Chronicle / Coleraine Times: 
Mr Michael James, Loreto Principal, pupil Sean Coyle, Mrs Maureen 

McCullough, Head of PE, Heather Reilly, Paediatric Physiotherapist NHSCT, 
Stephen McCartney, Coleraine Sports Development Officer, and Paul 

Logan, Tennis Coach.

to try different sports and enjoyed 
being able to participate and 
compete with other children with a 
physical disability. 

The feedback from parents and 
children alike has been very 
positive.  On the final night, children 
were presented with participation 
certificates. We would like to 
thank Sport N I for their support in 
bringing this project to fruition.

Chief Executive of Sport Northern 
Ireland, Antoinette McKeown, said: 
“Sport Northern Ireland is delighted 
to support schools in developing 
and delivering extra-curricular 
activities. The Active Schools 
programme will create opportunities 
for pupils to take part in sport and 
physical activity, helping to increase 
participation.

“This project is an excellent example 
of partnership working and at Sport 
Northern Ireland we are continuing 
to work hard on developing and 
strengthening partnerships between 
schools, community and voluntary 
organisations and sports clubs.”

The afterschool club proved to 
be very successful and a similar 
format will be run with Coleraine 
and Ballymoney Council’s Sports 
development officers taking over the 
planning and funding next year.

FLAMES TRAINING 2014

Members of the PE Department 
took part in Flames Training in May, 
led by Loughborough University and 
the British Heart Foundation and 
hosted in the Loreto Sports Hall.

Part of the Coleraine Heart Town 
initiative, this training involved PE 
teachers from local schools and 
was backed by Coleraine Borough 
Council.  

Flames: Lighting the way is 
a physical activity and health 
programme which aims to inspire, 
motivate and enthuse children and 
young people to be more active. 

The focal point of the programme 
is on the coaching of young leaders 
to deliver a programme of physical 
activity to primary aged children. 
Training, tools and resources are 
provided which can be embedded 
into a young leader’s learning to 
help them gain the knowledge, skills 
and confidence to deliver health 
related activities.

The plan is for Loreto students to 
be trained so that they, in turn, 
can work with younger children - 

whether our own Juniors or pupils 
from local Primary Schools - in 
activities and sessions which will 
teach them about keeping their 
heart healthy.

The Flames programme is based 
around the Paralympic values of 
Friendship, Respect, Excellence, 
Determination, Inspiration, Courage 
and Equality. 

A few moments from the Flames 
training at Loreto can be seen on 
this page.
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ABSENT FRIENDS

All those who left Loreto in 2013

Year 9
Lucy Maher Devizes School, Wiltshire Year 10 studies

Year 11
Emma Thompson St Joseph’s College Coleraine GCSE studies

Year 12
Gerald Boreland NRC Ballymoney Apprentice Mechanic
Ellen May Boyle McAree Dominican College Portstewart A Levels
Rory Campbell NWRC Limavady Engineering
Dylan Connolly NRC Coleraine
Jack Deery NWRC Limavady
Ronan Gaile Whiteabbey Regional College Animal Management
Jack Hamill (unknown)
Calvin Heavern NWRC Sport Development
Keelan Hegarty NWRC Derry Sports Studies
Conor Kneeland NRC Coleraine Sports Studies
Victoria Lagan Peter Mark, Ballymena Hairdressing Apprentice
James Maguire NRC Business Studies
Odhran Mullan NRC Coleraine Construction
Cormac Quigley NWRC Limavady Sports Development
Diarmaid Scott St Patrick’s College Maghera A Levels

Year 13
Diva Dahiya NRC Coleraine BTEC in Applied Sciences
Neill Duncan Cross & Passion College Ballycastle A Levels 
Ciaran Ferris NRC Coleraine Sports Science
Ciaran Tosh NWRC Sports Science
James Walton NWRC Sports Studies

Year 14
Eimear Anderson St Mary’s University College  Education / Teaching
Kirsty Bell Seeking employment
Padraig Black CAFRE
Shawnee Black University of Ulster, Jordanstown Biomedical Engineering
Jarlath Bradley Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Liam Browne University of Ulster Business with Accounting
Lee Brownlow Queen’s University Belfast Applied Mathematics & Physics
Claire Burke Queen’s University Belfast Film Studies
Dermot Carey NRC BTEC Diploma Business
Aidan Carlin Northumbria University Business & International Management
Conor Carlin Queen’s University Belfast History & Politics
Nichola Cassidy University of Ulster International Hospitality & Management
Darren Close Queen’s University Belfast Software Engineering
Clodagh Connolly Queen’s University Belfast Finance
Adam Cummings Queen’s University Belfast International Politics & Conflict Studies
Una Marie Darragh University of Glasgow Theatre Studies & English Literature
Orrin Devlin Queen’s University Belfast Politics, Philosophy & Economics
Erin Doherty Northumbria University Social Work

Simone Doherty University of Ulster Criminology & Criminal Justice
Kelly Duffy University of Ulster International Hospitality & Management
Conor Eakin University of Ulster Jordanstown Business Studies
Sean Frizelle University of Ulster Human Resource Management
Liam Gerrard Queen’s University Belfast History & Sociology
John Giron Queen’s University Belfast Computer Science
James Granleese Queen’s University Belfast Computer Science
Sinead Hardy Queen’s University Belfast Theology & English
Peter Hodgkinson Gap Year
Marcus Houston Gap Year
Nicole Jenkins Gap Year
Owen Judge Queen’s University Belfast Business Information Technology
Aoife Kealey Queen’s University Belfast Economics
Nadine Kearns Queen’s University Belfast Criminology
Megan Kerr St Mary’s University College Liberal Arts
William Lane Queen’s University Belfast Civil Engineering
Niall Lennon Queen’s University Belfast English & Film Studies
Jaime McAlary Queen’s University Belfast Business Economics
Lauryn McAleese University of Ulster Marketing
Aileen McAlister St Mary’s University College Education / Teaching
Norene McBride University of Sheffield Orthoptics
Jack McCann University of Warwick Chemistry with Management
Thomas McCann Gap Year
Conor McCloskey University of Dundee Dentistry
Dean McCloskey Edge Hill University Film Studies with Film Production
Dervla McCloskey Queen’s University Belfast Geography
Tomas McCloskey Queen’s University Belfast Mechanical Engineering
Caoimhe McCullagh ITT Tallaght, Dublin Business
Michaela McErlean St Mary’s University College Education / Teaching
Liam McGoldrick Queen’s University Belfast Business Information Technology
Caoimhe McGowan University of Ulster Physiotherapy
Fiona McGrath Queen’s University Belfast Law
Fiona McIntyre Queen’s University Belfast Nursing
Laura McIntyre Queen’s University Belfast
Paul McKay Queen’s University Belfast Aerospace Engineering
Liam McKeever University of Ulster Mechanical Engineering
Sean McKendry Gap Year
Catherine McLaughlin Christchurch, University of Oxford Law
Eilish McLaughlin University of Edinburgh History of Art & English Literature
Faustina McLaughlin University of Ulster Jordanstown Biomedical Engineering
Olivia McLaughlin Robert Gordon University Pharmacy
John McLister Queen’s University Belfast Medicine
Ciara McMacken Queen’s University Belfast Physics
Niall McMahon University of Ulster Business Economics
Conor McMullan University of Ulster Computing
Thomas McMullan Queen’s University Belfast Mechanical Engineering
Vincent McMullan Queen’s University Belfast Applied Mathematics & Physics
Leanne McNally Aberystwyth University International Politics & Theatre Studies
Ellie McNeill Aberystwyth University Childhood Studies
Scott McPeake University of Ulster Computer Game Development
Aaron McReynolds University of Ulster Civil Engineering
Aoife McReynolds NWRC Limavady Health Science
Liam McVeigh University of Ulster Business Studies
Megan McWilliams St Mary’s University College Education / Teaching
Niamh Meehan Gap Year
Hannah Millar University of Sheffield Orthoptics
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Anna Moloney Gap Year 
Ruairi Mooney St Mary’s University College Education / Teaching
Chloe Moore Queen’s University Belfast Computer Science
Ana Morelli University of Ulster Language & Linguistics
Ger Mullan Gap Year
Oonagh Nugent Queen’s University Belfast History & Politics
Nicole O’Connor University of Ulster Health & Social Care Policy
Aisling O’Kane University of Southampton Geophysical Sciences
Cristin O’Kane St Mary’s University College Education / Teaching
Emma O’Kane Queen’s University Belfast Politics, Philosophy & Economics
Eve O’Loan University of Edinburgh Physics
Danielle O’Neill University of Ulster Magee Psychology
Lauren O’Neill University of Ulster Music with Irish
Justyna Pajak Manchester Metropolitan University Biomedical Science
Shane Phillips NWRC Limavady Health Science
Orla Quigg Queen’s University Belfast Finance
Dearbhla Rafferty St Mary’s University College Education / Teaching
Naomi Ramage Buckinghamshire New University Music & Live Events Management
Gemma Reid University of Glasgow Medicine
Niall Reid University of Ulster, Jordanstown Transportation
Sara Reid Liverpool John Moores University Criminology & Psychology
Ryan Reynolds Northumbria University Business with Economics
Paul Roantree University of Ulster Business Economics
Colleen Russell Liverpool John Moores University Marketing
Ruby Scally University of Ulster Language & Linguistics
Shannen Scullion NWRC Derry Applied & Medical Science
Conor Taylor Queen’s University Belfast Aerospace Engineering
Emma Thompson University of Essex Modern Languages & Linguistics
Clare Tracey Queen’s University Belfast Medicine
Sarah Wall Liverpool John Moores University Criminology & Psychology

FRIENDS OF LORETO

The Friends of Loreto, established in 2014, is a committee of like-minded past pupils and parents
who want to maintain the Loreto ethos and academic excellence.

Past pupils are invited get in touch with the committee and let them know where you are now.  
The committee will be delighted to hear from anyone who has any ideas or would like to help Friends of Loreto. 

Anyone interested should ‘Like’ Friends of Loreto on Facebook or email the group on:
friends@coleraine.demon.co.uk

The Friends of Loreto are organising a Loreto College 85th Anniversary Gala Ball, 
which will be held on Saturday 14th March      in theTullyglass Hotel, Ballymena.

Enquiries about tickets for this event can be made through the Friends of Loreto email address,
Facebook page or by contacting the School Office.

TEN YEARS ON…

nostalgia in Loreto Lore cuttings from 2003-2004

Many congratulations to former Loreto College student 
Cillian McCotter, who was awarded a prize at the 
Summer 2014 Undergraduate Prizegiving Ceremony at 
Queen’s University Belfast Management School.

Cillian, who left Loreto in June 2010, received the prize 
for the Best Graduate BSc. Finance degree at QUB.

He is pictured here with Dr Christopher Coyle from the 
QUB Management School.

T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  L O R E T O

LORETO COLLEGE
Voluntary Grammar School ,  Coleraine
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Thanks to Mrs A O’Kane and Mrs S Cunningham-Bell,
who compiled these Nostalgia pages.
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